
AN~ ORDnrARcE 0 f -I 3 

Tb ~ regulate billposting and the size, location, construction and maintenance of 

billboards ithin the City of San Antonio, Texas, and levying certain license fees opon 

rthe business of bl1lposting,)\!'ublic outdoor adVertiSin~and(PillboardBlprOviding the 

penalties for the violation thereof, an~repealing all ordinances and parts of ordinances 

in conflict therewith. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COl~ISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

Section 1: No person, firm or corporation shall, after the 1st day of April 

1916, engage in or carry on the business of billposting in the City of San Antonio with

out having first obtained from the Commissioners a billposters license in accordance with 

the provisions of this ordinance. 

SeQ. 2. The business of billposting, within the meaning of this ordinance, 

shall be construed to include all corporationa, partnerships or persons who engage in the 

business of posting by tacking, posting, painting, pasting, or otherwise fixing or placing 

upon any public grounds or priva~e property any advertising matter, billS, pos,ters, 

pictures, billboa,rds, or any other thing, matter O Tt device whatsoever advertising the bUS~ l 

iness of any person, firm or corporation, or any product, commodity or service thereof, 

whether that of merchant, manUfacturer, publisher, or person enga~ed i in any busi ness or 

industrial pursuit, or any opera, theatre, show or other exhibition; provided however, 

that nothing herein contained shall be construed to include the placing on any sto r e, 

other structure with in property lines, any sign advertising the business of 

~he owner or occupant of the premises on which same is pl~ced, or the posting of notices . " " 

required by law to be given by public officers, attorneys, trustees, or other persons 

whose duty it may be to post or fix the same. 

Sec. 3.: Any person, co~partnership or corporation desiring to engage or con

Itinue in the business or occupation of a billposter within the said city shall make, sign 

and file with the City Clerk an application in writing to the Commissioners for a bi1l--

poster's license, The Commissioners shall thereupon within a reasonable time consider and 

grant stich license and direct that the Same be iesued to the applicamt upon his paying to 

I the City License and Dues Collector an~ Qnnual license fee in the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00 

which shall be in addition to a license charge of two cents a square foot on advertising 

space as hereinafter provided, and upon the further condition, that the applicant shall file 

with said City Cle~ a bond in the sum of. Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), payable to ' the 

!:ity of San Antonio, with two or more suf.ficient Bur~ties, or with some responsible surety 

company authorized to do business in the State, and having a local agent in Bexar County, 

I Te~s, which bond shall be acceptable to and approved by the Mayor, and be conditioned that 

th~ , party to whom such license is issued shall conform to all ordinances of the City of 

"qan Antonio, and all regulations thereunder, concerning or in any manner bearing upon the 

business of a billposter. The said license shall be attested by the City Clerk and have 

~he seal of the Ci ty affixed thereto, a.nd" sl).all expire one year from the date of its iSSU. 'l 

ance unless sooner rev oked or canceled as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 4. No person shall paint, print or post any picture, bill or advertising 

matter of any kind upon any curb, sidewalk, pole or other public improvement located in aqr 

public street or grounds, or upon any bridge or part of same, or public bUilding, 8tructu~ 
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or erection of any kind belonging to the City of San Antonio. 

Sec. 5. No person shall herea fter paint, print or post, or in any way fix any pic-

ture, bill or advertising matter of any kind upon ahy post, fence, tree, billboard or sign

board, upon any building or ~ ~ecti on or structure of any kind, with in the City of San 

Antonio, unless the building or object upon which t h e same may be placed is the property, or 

under the control of the person so doing, and is located upon the ground of s a id pe r son, 

or unless the consen~ of the owner or the person in control thereof shakl have been first 

obtained. 

Sec/ • 6. No billpcbster or other person shall post or affix in any way to any build-

ing, structure, or object whatsoever, any bill, picture,illustration, pri nted matt.,r, or 

any other object or device, of any obscene or immoral nature or character, 

Sec. 7. No billposter shall scatter, da,ub or leave any paste, glue. or other like 

substance used for , or in any way concerned in, the affixing or posting of billS, upon 

any public sidewalk, pavement or street in said City, or scatter or throw any old bills or 

waste material removed from billboards or other objects on any such sidewalk, street or 

pavement, or on the surface of any public street or way, or on the surface of any private 

grounds. 

Sec. 8. In addition to structures erected primarily as billboar ds or for advertising 

purposes, an~ fence, building or structure, or surface thereon, maintained or used for 

posting, painting, tacking or placing advertisements or signs thereon, except such as may 

be placed thereon to adve r tise or desi gnate the kind, character or place of business of 

the person owning or occupying the premi sea v,here sa me may be situated, shall be deemed to 

be a billboard within the meanin g of this ordinance. 

Sec. 9. No person, firm, co-partnership or corporation shall. erect within the City 

of San Antonio a,ny billboard as defined in t h is ordinance without first making application 

and securing a permit from the Commissioners as provided for in t.his ordinance. 

Sec. 10. The application to the Commissioners for a permit for the erection of a 

billboard as defined in this ord i nance shall be in writing and be signed by the applic ant, 

and shall stroie: 

1. The location of said billboard, giving the street and number and the City 

lot and block number. 

2. The name .of the owner of the property upon which the board is to ·be erected. 

3. The dimensions of each billboard, giving the lengbh and breadth of same and 

the number square feet of advertising surface contained thereon. 

4. The distance in each di rection from the billboard to the nearest house, struc-

ture or ~ther edifice. 

5. Whether said board i~ located within two hundr ed feet of any railroad cross-

ing or any street intersection through which any street r a ilway line may pass. 

6. Generally as to whetaer the billboards will be so located as, by reason of 

its locR-tion or the manner of its construction, to constitute a menace to the public or 

to parties either living adjacent thereto or using the streets or avenues in the vicinity. 

7. Each such application shall have attached thereto an accurate plat drawm to 

scale and showing thereon by drawings and fi.gures the location and ground plan of each 
,. ( 

such billboard and the distance there~rom to all property lines and to all improve~ents 

located on the same or any contiguous property. 

Sec. 11. The Commissioners, prior to the granting of such permit, shall be satisfied 

that the billboard is of such a character as can be properly e r ected under this ordinance, 

and may require from the applicant further evidenc e than that contained in the application, 

if desi red. 
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Sec. 12. From and after the 1st. day of April, 1916, there shall be collected 

from each person, co-partnership or corporation owning, controlling or maintaining a 

billboard as defined in this ordinance, or any billposter posting, maintaining or per

mitting any advertising matter thereon, an annual license fee of two cents ($.02) for 

each equare foot of advertising surface contained upon each billboard. Said license fee 

for the fiscal year 1916 shall be ~ payable in advance on the 1st day of June,1916, 

to the City Building Inspector, and same shall be due and payable each year thereafter 

upon the same date: provided, however, that for the remainder of the fiscal year 1915 

only one sixth of, the amount which would be due for a ,full year shall be paid; and in 

case of billboards for which perroits shall hereafter be issued, only the pro rata due 

for that portion of the fiscal year remaining shall be collected. 

Sec. 13. Upon the making of the application for the erection of a billboard 

provided for in this ordinance, and the approval of same by the Commissioners, and the 

payment of the license fees herein provided fot, or the pro rata part of same due for 

the fiscal year; or upon the payment of such license fee upon a billboard already in 

existence at the time of the passage of this ordinance, a permit shall be issued by the 

City Building Ins~ ector, at the direction of the Cownissioners by resolution. author

izing the ere4tion or p,c(ntinued maintenance of such billboard. 

Sec. 14. Any person, firm, co-partnership or corporation owning, ' r controlling 

or maintaining: a billboard as defined in this ordinance, within the City of San Antonio, 

after the lat. day of April, 1916, rithout paying the annual l-icense fee thereon as 

herein provided, shall be gUilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished as hereinafter 

provided; and such failure shall be grounds for a removal by the City Authorities of 

said billboard at the cost of said person, firm or corporation. 

Sec. 15. Any billboard erected within the boundary lines of Second Fire Limits or 

Brick Building District "B" as defined by the building ordinances of this City shall be 

securely attached to a framework conSisting of fireproof posts or uprights not ~ __ 

than ten (10) feet a.part and set no·t les6 than four( 4) feet in the grolind. Said posts 

or uprights shall be braced by fireproof braces, one brace to each post, said braces to 

be securely attached to the top, or within three (3) feet of the top, of the upright or 

post, the other end to be securely attached to an anchor post of not less than four (4) 

by s'ix (6) inches in dimensions and set not less than four (4) feet in t h e ground, well .:; 

tamped. There shall be fireproof stringers running the entire length of the billboards. 

securely attached to each post or upright, to which shall be attached the surface of 

the billboard. There shall be not less than one stringer for each four (4) feet or 

fraction thereof on the surface of said billboard in its height. 

Sec. 16. The surface of each billboard erected in said District "B" shall be of 

galvanized sheet iron: all material and fastenings shall be of the best 'quality, and 

fireproof, 50 as to make a throughly strong, workmanlike structure. 

Sec. 17. Any billboard erected outside of the "Boundary lines of Second Fire Lim~ 

its or Brick Building District B" as defined by the building ordinances of this City 

shall be securely attached to a framework consisting of wooden posts or up-rights,. not 

less than four (4) by six (6) inches in dimensions and not more than ten (10) feet apart, 
./ 

and set not less than four (4) feet in the ground. Said posts or up-rights shall be 

braced by wooden bra.ces not less than tVlO(~) by four (4) inches in diamensi'one, one brace 

to each post, said braces to be securely attached to the top, or within three(3) feet 

of the top," of :the upright 
Or post, the other end to be securely:etttached to an e.nchor 

post of not less than four (4) by six(6) inches in dimensions, ana/not less than four 
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(4) feet in the ground, well ta-mped. T.bere shall be wooden string.ers not less than two (2) 

by four (4) inchea in di~ensions running the entire length of the billboard securely attach

ed to each post or upright, to which shall be attached the surface of the billboard. 
, 

There shall be not less than one stringer for each four (4) feet or fraction thereof of 

the surface of said billboard · in its height. The surface of such billboard shall be of gal-

vanized sheet iron, and all mate~ials and fastenings shall be of the best qualty, so as to 

make a thoroughly strong, workmanlike structure. 

Sec. 18. Every billboard shall have . or diHp+ay thereon a permanent name plate or 

imprint designating the name of the person or persons, firm or co-partnership or corpora-

tion, owning, controlling or maintaining same, and the number of the permit issued by the 

Building Inspect~r authorizing the erection of said billboard. 

Sec. l8A. No person ·or persons constructing any billboard. or making any excavation 

therefor, shall fill,or permit to be filled, B.ny hole excavated for any upright post of 

such billboard until thirty six h~urs after delivering at the office of the building 

Lnspector a written notice stating the exact location of the premises and requesting that 

such post holes be inspected to . see that the same are in t Le required location and excavated 

to the required depth. 

Sec. 19. No billboard shall be erected or maintained within two hundred feet (200) 

of any railroad crossing or any street interseci::ion upon which a line of street railway 

runs, if the erection or maintenance of said board wi thin said two hund'Ted feet shall 

obstruct the view of persons using the streets, either in conveyances, on foot or on horse-
I 

back, in such a manner as to constitute' a menace to public life or safety. and it shall be 

duty of the Commissioners, prior to the issuance of a permit for the erection of any bill-

boa.rd within said two hundred feet either of a railroad crossing or a street intersection ' ..) 

upOh which a line of street railway runs, to inquire into and ascertain the facts wi.th re-

gard thereto; and if the erection of a billboard in such a place would constitute a mena ce 

to public life or safety it shall be the duty of the Commissioners to refuse to issue such 

permi t or to allo'Yl such boardto be constru·cted. 

I . Sec 20. No billboard shall be erected or maintained at any place where the location 

of same or the manner of its construction will cause it to constitute a menace to persons 

lawfully using the streete or sidewalks, or to those living in the neighborhood, or the 

public generally. And it shall be the duty of the Commissioners, prior to issuing a per-

mit for the construction of a billboard, to inquire into such circumstances, and act as 

provided for in the preceding section of this ordibance. 

Sec. 21. No billboard, wall or other structure or addition shall be erected or 

used for billposting purposes on the walls or roof of any building, unless special appli

cation be. made to the Commissioners for a permi t, and such permi t gra.nted by them specially 

after such investigation and alterations, if a.ny, as in their opinion may give a.ssurance 

that SUch structure will not imperil life or property. 

Sec. 22. No bill board shall be constructed so close to the lot line of the lot 

upon which sa me is erected as to fall outside of said lot line if said board for any rea-

son be blown down or fall over: it being the int~ntion of this section to require that a 
/l't..e,-,-" ( 10 ) 

billboa.rd having a height of ten (10) feet be se\at least te.u/feet from the lot line, etc. 

Sec. 23; There sha~l ?e an open space of at least three (3) feet left beneath each 

billboard and bet~een the supports thereof, which space shall not be grated or otherwise · 

closed, in order that no trash, paper or other refuse or inI"lammable material may collect 

beneath or behind said board. 

Sec. 23A. All billboards now in existence within the corporate limits of the City 

10 f San Antoni 0, or hereafter to be erected, shall be kept in a s~'fe and sani tary condi tion, , 
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and all rotten ~ unsafe bill boards shall' be promptly made safe or replaced. 

e 

Sec. 24. No billboards shall exceed three hundred and fifty (350) square feet, 

and there shall be an open space of ten (10) feet between all billboards. 

Sec. 24A. No~billboards shall exceed ten (10) feet in h eight. 

Sec. 25. The duty shall rest upon each person, firm, co-partnership or corporation 

to see that t he ground immediately ' surrounding billboards owned or controlled by them 

is kept in a clean and sanitaY~ condition, and the failure to do this shall render th~m 

liable to punishment as hereinafter provided~ 

Sec. 26. Any bil l boa,rds ;which may now be or he l' eafter become rotten or unsafe, am 

any billboard wh ich shall hereafter be erected, altered, refa ced or reconstructed, con-

trary to the provisions of this ordinance, s hall be removed or otherwise properly 

secur ed in acc ordance ~it~ the terms of t h is ordinance by the person owning or controll

ing the same, or by the owner of the ground on which such billboard shall stand; and 

upon default in the r emoval of any such billboard a s aforesaid, the City May after 

written notice of three days, remove such billboard at the cost of any billposter using 

or controlling the s ame;and no billboard shall be re-erected or rebuilt except in 

accordance with the provisions of this, and upon a permit issued as for new construc-

tion. 

Sec 27. Secti ons 17, 23and 24 of this ordinance shall not apply to billboards 

to be ,erected in such sparsely settled portions of the City that said billboard shall 

I not be nearer to a house, store building, school, church, O'r othar structure used for 

~ residential, commercial or public purposes, than three hundred (#00) feet; provided, ) 

however. t hat any billboard not cons t ructed in compliance with said sect jon 17, 23 and 

I 24 shall be made to comply wi th s ame wi thin six (6) months after any such buildings or 

' edifices shall have been constructed wi t hin t h e said three hundred (300) feet; oth er

Iwise the same may be r emoved b,y the City as provided in the preceding section. 

I Sec. 28. The duty shall rest upon the City Building Inspector, and such assis-

tant s as may be appoimted for the purpose of enforcing t Li s ordinance, to make, or cause 

to be made, re gular inspections of all billboards located in the City of San Antonio, 

wi t h a view to seeing that s ame are constructed a.np' maintained in a safe and sanftary 

condition and in accordance with the requ irements of t h is or dinance, and the fees due 

I upon same are paid, and t hat the provisions of t h is ordinance g enerally are complied 

wi th •. 

Sec. 29. It shall futther be the duty of said Inspector to , report to the Com' 

missioners any and all billboards wh ich are or may become public nu~sanceB, or menaces 

to the public life, health or safety, and same shall be by order of the Commissioners 

abated as W public nuisance~, 

Sec. 30. No billboard. in existence at the time of the passage of ,this ordi-

nance shall be rebuilt, re-erected, refaced,altered or repaired to the extent of more 

than twenty (20) per cent., without being made to comply with the provisions of t h is 

ordinance. 

Sec. 31. Any person, firm, co-par tnership or corporation violating any of 

the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misde~eanor, and shall be 

fine d1 in any sum not less than Five Dollar s ( $5.00) an0 not more tha.n Two Hundred 

dollars ( $200), and every day of such violation shall constitute a seperate offense; an~ 

l in addition ther eto, any billboards herea fter erected or maintained not in conformity 

with the provi s ions of this ordinance shall be declared a nuisa nce by the City Commis

sioners and abated accordingly. 

II 
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Sec.32. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to wa.ive or abridge in any manner the 

right of the City to enact any other or future regul n tions of billboards or billposting, _ 

or to prohibit the erection or maintenence of any billboard, whereever such action may 

be found necessary in the interest of public safety or comfort. 

Sec. 33. In event that -any section . portion or application of this oTdinance shall for 

any reason be held invalid, the remainder shall be in no way affected, but shall remain 

in full force and effect. 

v' ,I-' Sec. 34. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewi th are ht;;f':;:;~ !1pealed. 

Sec. 35. This ordinance is hereby declared to be of urgent importance for reasons of 

public welfare apparent herefrom, and the same shall take effect at once, save and except 

as herein otherwise provided. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on the 3rd day of March, A.D.1916. 

Clinton G. Brown, 
ATTEST: Mayor, City of San Antonio, Texas. 

Fred Fries, 
Ci ty Clerk. 

THE STAT~ OF TEXAS 0 

COUNTY OF BEXAR ~ 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO ~ 

. Before" me, the und.ersigned authori ty, on this day persoIllally 

appeared ~£~ ~ tB~ . who being by me duly sViorn, says on 

oath that he is one of the publishers of the San Antonio Liggt, a newspaper of general cire 

culation in the City of San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, and that the 
_ neVis 

ordinance hereto attached has been published in every issue of saidLpaper on the follow-

ing days, to-wi t: ~& It:?, / (- 11,,-L.J ... l'-f /'1'; /(,·17 .. IF/ f .1916. 
7 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ~.;-~ ~ • 1916. 

~~4~L 
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