
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CIIAMBER, CITY HALL, ON 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1983. 

* * * *  
\ 

Tne m e t i n g  was called to order at 3:21 P.M. by the presiding 
r, Mayor Pro Tern Joe Webb, with the following mesbers present: 
ZABAL, KEBB,  DUTMER, WING, EURESTE, THOMPSON, ALDEHETE, HARRINGTUN, 
, HASSLOCHEH. A b s e n t :  CISNEROS. 

83-42 - -  Tne C l e r k  read t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 57,533 . 
 AHDI DING A COt4CESSIONS CONTRACT TO ALLIED 
HDVER'PISING AGENCY FOR OPEHATION OF ADVERTISING 
6 E N C H E S  ON C I T Y  RIGHT OF WAY. 

. H a s s l n c h e r  :novsd that the O r d i n a n c e  be approved .  Mr. 
Tlinmpson secondeti t h e  inn t inn, 

Mr, A l d e r e t e  spoke to the handout brnvided by Allied Advertising, 
znncerninq bus bench advertising. 

Mr. Lewis Tarver, attorney for VIA M e t r o p o l i t a n  T r a n s i t ,  s p o k e  tfl 

t h e  n i s t n r ?  of the City's franchise f o r  bus bench advertising, ,noting t h a t  
t11a American Legion E i r s t  received the franchise in 1950. He then spoke  
to the $roblens  associated with  that franchise, i n c l u d i n g  the location of 
some of the benches. He then s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  1970 ,  t h e  City asked the 
thell-San Antonio Transit System to undertake ownership, location and 
advertising overviek of the bus benches, and it did SO. Subsequently, 
with tne sale a£ the t r a n s i t  system t o  V I A ,  the contract fell to VIA, w i t h  
a C i t y  C o u n c i l  O r d i n a n c e  giving VIA the right to the bus bench advertising 
franchise Ear 10 years, 'beginning in 1980. He then s p o k e  a £  t h e  VIA/City 
c ~ o ~ ~ e r a t i o n  in regulating b u s  bench advertising, noting that VIA officials 
were s u r i ~ r i s e d  by t h i s  p r o p o s a l  and asked t h e  Council to give VIA time to 
study the matter b e f o r e  it acts. He further stated t h a t  VIA feels t h a t  
t n e  b u s  Denches look better without any advertising. 

h s .  June K a c i ~ t i k  asked the City C o u n c i l  to witnnnld action on 
this matter today, stating that the City h a s  an ad hnc committee named to 
s t u d y  tnrj matter of billboard advertising, w h i c h  she contends also 
includes this matter. She also s t a t e d  I belief t h a t  the mat te r  n e e d s  
more d i s c u s s i o n ,  and questioned whether or no t  the stated address of 
Allied Advartisiny is actually zoned in accordance with the City Code and 
che firm's actual use of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

Mr. wrbb asked t h e  City, s t a f f  to c h e c k  o u t  t h i s  mat te r .  

Mr. Thompsnr~ stated his opposition to much of the billboard 
advertising around the C i t y ,  but not t h e  bus bench advertising. 

M e .  Tarver rlqtecl that many such benches are appearing at other  
than official VIA bus s tops  around the C i t y  and county, and are t h u s  
~nauthorized. He 'also ?poke to the unsightly n a t u r e  of many of these 
oenches. 

A discussion then took place concerning the cast of s u c h  benches, 
rhe  r e c e i p t s  they generate from a d v e r t i s i n g ,  their upkeep and o t h e r  
p r t i n e n t  a r e a s .  

Mr. Thompson s t a t e d  that the City Council wants to exercise t i g h t  
c o n t r o l  over  the bus bench a d v e r t i s i n g  in t h e  City, which h e  believes it 
can do, with the advertising contract given to one firm. H e  t h e n  S p o k e  to 




