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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER r CITY HALL, ON 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 1969 AT 8:30 A.Me 

'* '* '* '* '* 

The meeting was called to order by the presiding 
officer, Mayor W. We McAllister, with the following members present~ 
McALLISTER, CALDERON, JONES, JAMES, COCKRELL 6 GATTI, TREVINO, HILL.] 
TORRES; Absent: NONE " 

69-2 The invocation was given by Reverend Earl Phelps, 
Faith Cumberland Presbyterian Churcho 

The mir.utes of the meetings of December 17, 19, 2G, 
1968, and January 2, 1969 were approved. 

Mayor McAllister stated the order of business would 
be reversed and the Council would consider Item 3 on the agenda which 
reads as follows: An Ordinance authorizing payment of $22,158.36 
to the Alamo Area Council of Governments constituting the City's mem
bership dues for the Calendar Year 1969. 

The following discussion took place: 

Mrs. S. E. Cockrell, Jr.: Mr. Mayor, we are delighted 
to have Judge Reeves as our guest this morningo Judge Reeves is the 
immediate past Chairman of the Alamo Area Council of Governments 
Executive Committee. As our County Judge and also as a sincere friend 
of our City, we feel we have had wonderful leadership in this organ
ization. Also I would like to introduce Mr& Bob Jamison, who is the 
Executive Director of AACOGe All of you have received in your *packet 
of materials today, a memorandum which summarizes some of the salient 
points regarding the Alamo Area Council of Governments and I will not 
read all this material that was presented to you in time for you to 
read it. But to hit upon several highlights, you have seen how the 
City of San Antonio was one of the most active in initiating the 
organization of what was then call SABCORP - San Antonio - Bexar County 
Organization for Regional Planning, You have seen when compared with 
other Councils of Government that the organizational structure of the 
SABCORP, now the Alamo Area Council of Governments, does compare very 
favorably with the other COG orqanizationso For example, we compare 
the representation of the City of San Antonio which has two votes on 
AACOG and contributes 3¢ per capita toward the total budget with the 
representation of the city of Dallas or the City of Fort Worth on the 
North Texas Council of Governments. The City of Dallas has one vote 
and the City of Fort Worth has one vote on their Council of Government 
and yet each is called upon to pay at the rate of 6¢ per capita 
toward the regional budget. You may continue with the comparisons of 
the other Councils of Government as indicated in the material. As for 
benefits to the City of San Antonio we have thus far paid in a total 
of $43,914 in dues and in direct benefits, not just simply the benefits 
that come with the feeling of cooperating with other governments, 
which is certainly a plus, but with direct 

'* (The packet is on file with the papers of this meeting) 
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financial benef~ ts we have re\:e red $252,466.00. There is additional 
information for your study. bu~ . would like to ask Judge Reeves to 
comment as our immediate past p=~sident on what he feels to be the 
benefit ~o our region and to OUL City of th1s organization. 

Judge Blair Reeves: Thank you Mrs. Cockrell. Mr. 
Mayor and Members of the Council, of course it is always nice to 
appear before you, and I want to say on behalf of the Bexar County 
Government that we certainly appreciate all the cooperation you have 
extended to us in the past and I thank you for the opportun1ty to talk 
with you very br1efly this morning. 

You know, 1n regards to federal funding on the local 
level and whether we agree with it and like it or not, it is abso'lutely 
imperative that a Council of Governments be formed for this one purpose 
if for no other. The federal government is requiring all Council on 
governments to comment on all federal grants or appropriations to local 
governments. And in this respect it is absolutely imperative that we 
have a Council on Government. I know several COGS throughout Texas 
that were established or were forced to be established just for this 
part1cular purpose. Of course the federal government does not want 
to conflict on the local appropriation. They don't want to grant 
money to San Antonio that will create a problem to Bexar County and 
vice versa as an example. Really more specifically and what I think 
really effec~us here our metropolitan areas is the fact that forty 
governments, which is what we have now, in an eight county area can 
get together and talk on things such as air pollution, water pollution, 
transit and things of this nature. Medicine, where we are going to 
locate our hospitals, all of these things. Remember thiS, Members of 
the Council, 51% of your comm1ttee, your executive committee of your 
Council of Governments must be elected officials~ Of course this is 
voluntarily. We feel that the amount of money that we contribute to 
AACOG on the County level is money well spent. Of course we are 
plowing new ground and we are going to be changing and we are going 
to continue to have changes. We have two members represented on the 
Council of Governments and you have two members represented and there 
is a total of 10 1/2 votes on the executive committee. In my personal 
opinion I don't believe there is an 1mbalance. I know there has been 
some talk about our representation and the money we put into this 
project in relat10n to others. But really, this might be true, there 
might be some merit in this, I admit th1s, but the important thing is 
the involvement of all these forty governments together. I think 
we are working very closely together and I think we are going to have 
some real good breakthroughs in the very immediate future. That is 
all I can say and I will answer any questions. 

Mayor McAllister: I have no questions to ask. The 
formation of the organ1zation is a practical approach to cooperation 
of various governments and as a matter of fact was made necessary by 
federal legislation. We in San Antonio, I have no feeling about not 
belonging, but the fact of the matter is I recogn1ze the merit of the 
organization and the question was merely raised in the manner of the 
amount and the possible future growth and development and where it 
might lead that this item was postponed from last week. Any member 
of the Council have anything they m1ght care to add? 
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Councilman Pete Torres: I Just want to add that 

the reason it wasn't passed last week, there were questions raised. 
I, in spite of comments that were made earlier ~n the week, had heard 
that I took an attack on AACOG and such was not the case. I have 
conversed on a number of occas~ons with Mr. Jamison. It is unfortunate 
that in our busy schedule sometimes that we don't get together as much 
as we would like. I certainly would like to come to many of your 
meetings, or all of your meetings, But it is unfortunate that I am 
not able to get to them. I am interested in area government. I am 
as interested in area cohesion of area planning which we all agree 
is vital to the progress of the entire community and we have to 
succeed in things that you mentioned, Judge Reeves, like air pollution 
and sewer programs and drainage programs which have to be taken up 
in the nature of area or regional planning. The comments I made or 
raised in moving that we not adopt the ordinance were that I still 
had some questions in three areas: (1) on the representation that we, 
as citizens of San Antonio got on the AACOG committee in view of the 
fact that out of a $52,000 local revenue budget, the City of San 
Antonio pays $22,000 and Bexar County about $22,000 and I just didn't 
feel that four votes, and of course we understand that San Antonio 
and Bexar County are almost one in the same, and we have only four 
votes out of fifteen and yet we provide $44,000 out of a $52,000 
budget; (2) I didn't feel that a good cross section of the community 
was represented on the AACOG Executive Committte and yet it wasn't 
objecting to the appropriation that I brough~ these things up because 
1 initiated my comments with a statement. Reading from the statement 
I made last week I said: "I will vote for the ordinance allocating 
to AACOG because I believe area planning is healthy, vital and essen
tial, however, 1 said, I want to qualify my vote with a note of 
caution, having previously expressed misgivings on these two items 
I mentioned to you, on direct funding under the safe streets act." 
Of course I made this a matter of record. So with that comment, 1 am 
going to move for the appropriation reasserting the misgivings and 
the note of caution which 1 added last week and I so move at this time. 

Mr. Felix Trevino: Let me ask one question. Mr. 
Torres mentioned fifteen votes and I have information here that it is 
10 1/2, which is true? 

Mrs. Cockrell: 10 1/2. 

Judge Reeves: May 1 say this, Mr. Torres, thank you 
very much. 1 think there is some merit in what you say, as I said 
we are plowing new gro~nd, but we've got to look at these things. 
1 think there is merit in what you say about our expenditure and your 
expenditure. Of course the essential thing is involvement. Many 
of these governments perhaps do n~t have the financial ability that 
we have that are involved. This is the compeling thing that I think 
we have to consider. You are always welcome at our meetings. 

Mr. Torres: Thank you. sir. Now on this matter of 
the 10 1/2 votes, Mrs. Cockrell, you commented, as our representative 
on AACOG, that there were fifteen members on the executive committee. 
When 1 said fifteen, 1 was taking that from the comment you made 
last week. 

Mrs. Cockrell: 1 don't recall saying there was fifteen 
members. 

Mr. Trevino: Some of the fifteen members have one-half 
a vote. 
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Mrs. Cockrell: In other words, the representatives 

of outlying counties have only half a vote and so that may be where 
that arose. 

Mayor McAllister: Thank you for coming over Judge. 

Councilman Ed Hill: I will second Mr. Torres' motion 

The Clerk read the ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 37,173 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF $22,158.36 TO 
THE ALAMO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
CONSTITUTING THE CITY'S MEMBERSHIP DUES 
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1969; AND AMENDING 
THE BUDGET TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
FOR PAYMENT OF SAME. 

It * * * It 

On roll call, the ordinance was passed and approved 
by the following vote: AYES: McAllister, Calderon, Jones, James, 
Cockrell, Gatti, Trevino, Hill, Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: None. 

69-2 Mayor McAllister welcomed thirty-six students from 
the Junior Class of Providence High School accompanied by their 
teacher, Sister Maria. 

69-2 CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: 

Mr. Armando Ynostrosa, President, Parents & Leaders 
Community Council # 9, stated they have filed a petition regarding 
the needs of their area and read the following petition: 

We, the undersigned, are members and residents of 
the Parents and Leaders Community Council #9. 

We are aware of the successful flood control project 
known as 6lB of the Storm Drainage Master Plan that is now under con
struction in our area. It has alleviated the flooding of many of 
our streets; it has enabled the residents of the area to carryon the 
routine and necessary tasks of walking to and from schools, stores, 
churches, doctors offices, and etc. We full understand the necessity 
and appreciate the benefits of this project in our area. 

However, the members and residents of our community 
council have become concerned because the drain-off of this project 
into the Apache Creek is a danger to life and property of the residents 
of this area. This creek has neither the ability to contain, control, 
or regulate the volume of water that will be emptied into it. 
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We, the members and residents of this community 

council, have been told by the San Antonio River Authority, that it 
will be no less than five years before the Apache Creek Project can 
hope to eliminate this dangerous condition, if the proposed Apache 
Creek project in the Water and Public Works Component of the Model 
Cities Program first year action plan is funded. 

Therefore, we the undersigned, registered voters, 
wish to bring this serious and dangerous problem to the attention 
of the City Council. We are asking that you help us eliminate this 
very dangerous condition. It is only the City Council that can take 
immediate steps to protect life and property of the citizens of San 
Antonio. 

Mrs. Cockrell stated that she had spent some time 
checking this out and it is her understanding that if this first 
year action program of Model Cities is funded that out of the supple
mental funds that will be corning in, there will be a recommendation 
that this be placed high on the priority list for funding. The 
San Antonio River Authority is not able to fund this at the present 
time. She stated the Council appreciated having this brought to 
their attention and that this will be one of the points considered 
when the Council considers the application of the Model Cities Program. 

Mr. Torres asked if the problem is where the artificial 
lake is created along Castroville Road and Apache Creek. 

Mr. Ynostrosa stated the problem is between McMullen, 
and Zarzamora where there is a downgrade. He stated their area is 
in the middle of this downgrade and all the drain-off of the streets 
creates a hazardous problem around the creek because it is not wide 
enough and there is a lot of trash and weeds which hold back the flow 
of the water between Elmendorf Lake and the Cassiano area. He stated 
that since the drainage problem is only one-third complete the problem 
is bound to get worse when the project is completed. 

Mr. Trevino stated that in the Model Cities proposal they 
will take care of that area and the City Council will be getting this 
in about two weeks. He asked Mr. Rodriguez of Model Cities the approx
imate cost of this. 

Mr. Rodriguez stated it would be approximately 2.75 
million dollars and will bring this area up to standards of the other 
San Antonio River Authority areas. He said it will take about five 
years for the actual construction to be completed. He stated the 
San Antonio River Authority has indicated that the County does not 
have any funds with which to continue this project and therefore if 
Model Cities is funded with supplemental funds would like to use a 
portion of those funds to provide this Apache Creek improvement. 

The Mayor stated that the petition would be referred 
to the City Manager who would have the Director of Public Works make 
a study and report to the City Council. 

January 9, 1969 -5



- - -

cr.~ i! 
"_,~,,, .• '-1 

The following discussion took place regarding 
Model Cities: 

Mayor McAllister: Mr. Rodriguez, I want to bring up 
one more point with you and that is th1s, Model Cities encompasses 
as is presently planned certain areas, does it not? 

Mr. Rodriguez: Yes sir. 

Mayor McAllister: Model Cities has a first year grant 
from the federal government based on the area that is encompassed, is 
that not correct? In other words if the area were cut in half, the 
grant from the federal government would be likewise reduced to a 
degree. 

Mr. Rodriguez: That possibility would exist, yes sir. 

Mrs. Patricia V. Magana, 138 Arizona, stated that she 
is one of the recipiants or beneficiaries under the Food Stamp Program 
and also a representative of one of the Neighborhood Councils that 
meets at St. Timonthy's Church. She stated that in applying for the 
Food Stamps there are many, many people at the Central Office where 
she goes and felt there should be another placement of a Food Stamp 
Center on the West side that would be more convenient. 

Councilman Trevino asked Mr. Rodriguez about their 
plans on this. 

Mr. Alfred Rodriguez, Model Cities, stated they are 
presently conducting a feasibility study with the Welfare Department 
to provide outer Food Stamp Offices in the Model Cities area where 
the highest number of Food Stamp recipients would benefit from having 
close proximity, but have not yet received the report from the 
Department. 

Mr. Torres asked if the City provides the facilities 
for the Food Stamps. 

City Manager Henckel stated that the City merely 
donates funds and a facility, although this is a State Welfare 
operation, but the State does not have any funds. The City has no 
say so in the administration of this program whatsoever. 

Mrs. Cockrell starpd that several weeks ago in a 'B' 
session she had asked for a report on the possibility of decentralizing 
and having Food Stamp Stations in the neighborhood. 

Mr. Henckel stated they have requested the report and 
Mr. Cheeves, Director of the State Welfare Department, has stated he 
is in the process of making such a report and study. 

Mr. Torres asked the City Manager if it is not true 
that a resolution from the Council asking the State for such a de
centralization and additional Food Stamp locations, and if the City 
could provide those locations, would carry some weight in obtaining 
this. 
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Cit:y Manager Henckel stated he thought the State 

Welfare Department would def1n1tely give cons~deration to any 
resolution of the City Council, however the program as set up by the 
Federal Government is a contract between the Department of Agriculture 
and the State Welfare Department and San Anton10 is one of the few 
cities that participate. The reason we are a participant is because 
there were not sufficient funds for the State to operate such a project 
in San Antonio unless someone else funded it, therefore we discontinued 
the surplus commodity program and put that funding into the Food Stamps. 
He stated the City would be glad to do anything to give better service 
to the citizens. 

Mayor McAllister asked how many people are involved 
J.n the 1"ood Stamp program. 

Mr. Henckel stated they have a report that he will 
give to the Council on these figures. 

Mr Pe~e Q. Salas, representing the South Laredo 
Street Community Council,as stated last week, presented a petition 
to remove ~. _ ~rea becween So Brazos Street and S. Zarzamora Street 
and between S. Laredo Street and Saltillo Street from the designated 
Model C1ties Program Area for the relocation of residents. 

The following discussion took place: 

Mr. Salas: The reason why we are object~ng to this 
is because we will have to move to other areas and we will never be 
paid comparable prices for o\,;.r homes. 1iJhat Model Cities is doing 1S 
taking people to see homes of $11,000. It is not that we do not 
understand Model Cities, it is that Model Cities does not understand 
the interest and the opinion of the C1 tizens. \vhy don I t we have a 
$15,000 or $20,000 home? It is because we can't afford it. It is 
not because we don't want to promote our general welfare, 1~ is 
becau3e of our financial situations. We want to be independent, we 
don't want to be under the Food Stamp Program, the emergency food 
offices and in as much as we have to go to the Robert B. Green. I 
have people, I won't give names, but there are people that have to 
give $98.00 to get $142.00 worth of stamps. I have another one that 
only has two meals a day in order that he will have enough to buy the 
stamps and the needs $88.00 to get $122.00 worth of stamps. This is 
not an effective program. We want to be independent. If we would 
have a job, if we would have industry over here, we would have no 
need for this type of programs. This is all I have to say on the 
behalf of the South Laredo Street Community Council unless you have 
questions. 

Mayor McAllister: Have you met with and had the 
Model Cities Program explained to you by Mr. Rodriguez? 

Mr. Salas: Yes sir. Several times and we have some 
material to that effect. That is why we are before the Counc~l be
cause we can not reach an agreement. 

Mayor McAllister: Mr. Rodriguez, do you care to make 
a statement? 
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Mr. Alfred Rodriguez: Undoubtedly, we appreciate 
the concern of Mr. Salas and his South Laredo Street Council. S1nce 
last Friday, and all through the year, I have made various tours 
through there and through many other areas of the Model Cities area 
and the conditions are not what we would call the best of standard. 
But that is because the houses are of such age in that particular 
area. I have provided Mr. Candelario Alejos, Vice President of the 
Council full information regarding HUD's requirements for relocat1on 
payment which include up to a maximum of $5,000 grant in excess of 
the acquisition price that would be paid in the event any house would 
have to be displaced. 

Mayor McAllister: In other words, in layman's language 
and very briefly, if they have to sell the~r home, their home 
bought by Urban Renewal and an illustration would be say, they get 
$3,000 for what was sold. 

Mr. Rodriguez: Yes, sir. They would have to be 
provided a house that is safe, sound, decent and sanitary with public 
facilities available to it and other conveniences. By this very 
stipulation, it means that no one could be displaced in the outskirts 
of the City. We must meet this requirement imposed by HUD before any 
family could be moved. If we carryon a successful rehabilitation 
program in the Model Cities Program it means that the rehabilitation 
of all housing will be available and that means decent, safe, sanitary 
and sound. However, that plan, to this point has not been prepared. 
It would please the Model Cities Program if this particular neighborhood 
council would petition the City Council that they force the property 
owners in that area, who have abandoned their houses, many of which 
have been burnt down, and about ten or twelve more which have been 
completely abandoned, in which there is evidence of youngsters playing 
in them or other people Sleeping in them and also there are various 
vacant lots in that area that have weeds in excess of a persons view 
and other lots that are being used as trash dumps to clean these things 
up. 

Mr. Trevino: Will you explain how the $5,000 grant 
would come into play here. Give an example. 

Mr. Rodriguez: Yes sir. If Mr. Salas' house could 
not be brought up to Code enforcement standards, it would be necessary 
that this house be demolished because this house could not be rehabili
tated and he would pay $4,000 for his house and it would be determined 
that to meet his family needs it would take an $8,000 house, then over 
and above the acquisition price that is paid to Mr. Salas by Urban 
Renewal, the federal government would give him a grant of $4,000 
regardless of what his income level is to purchase the other house for 
$8,000. 

Mr. Salas: Your proposal is fine, but have you inter
jected under your proposal that went to Washington, D.C. as stating 
that these houses would be given to the people on an even trade? This 
is something that you are lacking within your contract. Don't think 
that the reason we have not moved into these $11,000 and $15,000 is 
because we don't want to. Have you turned around and explained to the 
people how much it is going to cost them and what happens if they make 
no payments and where they are going to land. Have you interjected 
under your contract anything along that line? 

January 9, 1969 -8



- - -
Mr. Rodriguez: First, Mr. Salas, we donie have 

contracts, and when the first flve year forecast and first year 
action program is submitted, it will include the study for a relo
cation plan throughout the Model Citles area. It will not go forward 
with a definitlve relocation plan for lt has not been conducted to 
this point. 

Mr. Torres: Just a couple of questions here. I still 
don't understand this federal grant business. If a man has a fully 
paid home, that is going to be subjected to immanent domain and he 
gets $5,000 being the market value for the home, relating again to 
the Mayor's comment last week that the man would be paid the market 
value, and the only replaceable home he could flnd of comparable land 
and physical area would be one for $11,000, you have got a $6,000 
difference there. How would this program effect this particular 
situation. 

Mr. Rodriguez: That particular family would receive 
the maximum of $5,000 plus their acquisition price but they would 
be responsible for the $1,000 difference that Mr. Torres has indicated 
in the example. 

Mayor McAllister: We are not at that particular stage 
right now. All I want to say is the City Council of San Antonio has 
gone into the Model Cities Program because, in our judgement, it was 
a benefit to the area and the people who live in the area that was 
included in the Model Citles Program. As far as I am personally 
concerned, if Mr. Salas and the citizens of that particular area are 
not interested in participatina in the Model Cities Program, I cer
tainly would not attempt to coerce them. But I am going to say this 
to Mr. Salas and all the other citizens who live in that area. That 
area needs considerable work done on it and the only reason that our 
Housing & Inspections Department has not operated in that area has 
been because it was contemplated that other improvements would be made 
in that area. I have driven through it, and as Mr. Rodriguez has 
stated, there are many houses there that need to be destroyed and the 
City is going to require, and there are many others there that can be 
brought up to minimum nousing standards, but in the event it is not 
included in that program, that procedure will be followed by the City. 

Mr. Salas: I am glad yalll made a survey. But did 
you also make a survey of the people that are unemployed, of the people 
that owe back taxes, utility bills? Unless you do something you will 
be deficient. 

Mr. C. H. Alejos: I am Vice President of the Laredo 
Street Area Council. Mr. Rodriguez told me about taking the Council 
members to our area. NOW, in a way, I am glad because you can see 
a lot of improvements are needed in our area as far as streets and 
sidewalks that are needed in our area. I only wish he had taken you 
when it had been raining or after we had had a lot of rain in the area. 
This displacement of residents that you have here, as far as price wise 
this grant would elevate some of the fears we had had for a real low 
price. However, he has not told me, or has not proven to me where we 
would be relocated or where the displaced people would go. He has 
stated that a lot of the residents would go back within the boundaries 
of the Model Cities Program. But only a fool, or an incompetent leg
islator would fail to recognize the fact that there will be hundreds 
of families that will have to move out of the boundaries of Model Cities. 
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Mr. AleJos: JUSt by the educatlon component t.aking 
up room fOL campuses when they can not even provlde better teachers 
or better curriculum tor students, Now this wlll displace hundreds 
of famiiles and thIS IS what we are fighting agalnst The dlsplacementQ 

of res~dent9. We don't want to get out lnco the rural areas. In this 
program of BUD, Houslng and Urban Development, there 15 a stipulation 
there that if people build a low income house outside the boundar1es 
of the C1ty, th1S can be used in satisfaction of the replacement 
requirement, So therefore we strongly urge the Council to take into 
consideration our petltlon to remove us from this Model Cities Program. 
Thank you. 

Mayor McAllister: What line of business are you in 
Mr. Alejos? 

Mr. Alejos: I own a little grocery store. slr, out 
on South Lar:edo St.reet, It. 1.9 wi thin the target area. 

Mr. Gatti: I'd l1ke to make a part of the record 
a report that I asked Mro Winston Martln to give me. I toured the 
area a number of times and will again. There has been a lot of talk 
in our Urban Renewal areas about people being moved out to the county, 
like Meadow Wood acres, Villa Coronado. I think all this started 
way back wi th an art.lcle 1n the newspaper. There have been statements 
before this Council in the last several weeks that this is what is 
being done with Urban Renewal and this 1S not true In fact, it is a0 

flat lie. There has been no one from the Urban Renewal areas, 1 and 3, 
and the other Urban Renewal areas that have been moved out to the county. 
I have several copies of the statement Mr. Martin made and I would like 
this to be made a matter of record. '{The statement by Mr. Wjnst.("w'l Martin, 
Director of Urban Renewal Agency .1S as follows:) 

January 8, 1969 

"It 1.S fel.t that thi.s statement should be made as a 
matter of clarification. For some time now thlS Agency has been con
fronted wlth a misstatement of tact regarding the relocation of families 
from Urban Renewal ProJects wlthin the city limits lnto the substandard 
areas that appear to be growlng beyond the City limlts and within the 
county. 

Slnce the assumptl0n that this lS occurring and has 
occurred has no validity, and in fact, can be proven false, and since 
it has resulted in concern by those that mlght be affected by future 
programs, it should be discussed. The charge had its beginning as a re
sult of two articles appearing in the local news media in March of 1967. 
The articles clearly stated that while Urban Renewal was successfully 
eliminating slums within the city proper, it was contributing to sub
standard condltions within the county, since families were being re
located from the city blight lnto the problem areas of the county. 
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This Agency was most concerned as a result of the articles, 

and immediately made contact w~th the newspaper responsible to provide 
it with documentation and official lnformation to disprove the charge, 
but more importantly, to establish the source of the information upon 
which the articles were based; our purpose being to find out if some of 
the families which had been originally related into standard condltions 
were now relocating into county slums, and if so, what services might 
be provided to permit them to remaln in a standard neighborhood. We 
knew as a matter of fact and can document beyond any question that none 
of the families relocated by Urban Renewal moved into the County of 
Bexar beyond the city limlts of San Antonio. Our records not only show 
in great detail the existing family situation but by photographs as 
well as r~c0r~ provide a before and after relocation story. 

We succeeded in getting the names of indiViduals quoted, 
and contacted each with the following results: 

County Commissloner Albert Pena stated that he did not 
know speclfically of any famllies that were moved into the county blight 
that had come from the Clty'S Urban Renewal Program. He stated his 
assumption that this was true resulted from his knowledge that older 
housing, in many instances substandard, were be1ng physically moved 
from the City of San Antonio into the county and creating additional 
blight. We informed Mr. Pena that that housing he had reference to 
could not have been coming from any Urban Renewal Project. since it is 
a firm policy of the Agency not to permit housing to be relocated, but 
instead, if substandard, it must be demolished on site. We further 
suggested that possibly the buildings that he had knowledge of were the 
result of sales of structures from highway department acquisition, 
since the highway department program does permit the purchase and re
moval of buildings from right-of-way acquired. 

Colonel Fred A. Deyl, Coordinator of the Texas Office 
of Economic Opportunity, was contacted and denied ever having met or 
been interviewed by the newspaper regarding this matter. He stated, 
further, that not only would he not have any knowledge of any families 
located in the Meadowwood District, as quoted, but that he certainly 
did not know of any that had come from a City of San Antonlo Urban 
Renewal Project. 

Mr. Gaston Solis said that he had directed his atten
tion to the problems of transportation being experienced by residents 
in the county's growing areas of blight, and could not actually give 
us any information that would show that the families referred to had 
in any way ever been connected with an Urban Renewal Project. 

Mrs. Weis, Principal of the Buena Vista Elementary 
School, was contacted, and again, we were unable to secure any instances 
of relocation into the Villa Coronado area resulting from the City's 
Urban Renewal activity. Mrs. Weis, in fact, said that without going 
to the individual records of the student, she had no knowledge as to 
where any of the faml1ies resided originally, and therefore most 
certainly could not say that they had come from an Urban Renewal Project. 
She did say that she felt that approximately 90% of the students who had 
moved into the Buena Vista School area had come from an urban rather 
than a rural area, and posSibly this might have been misinterpreted. 
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Mr. Remigio Valdez, as with the others interviewed, 
was unable to give us any information or statistics that might 
validate the claim. He did say that he was under the impression that 
the Urban Renewal Agency often insisted that families relocated from 
slums move into public housing, and that he, for one, did not approve 
of public housing, because they "are full of prostitution, dope, and 
gangs." Mr. Valdez was given an explanation of the relocation process 
wherein the choice of a house and relocation site is left entirely 
to the individual being relocated. It is the Agency's responsibility, 
by law, to provide assistance, not only in finding a standard residence 
in an area desirable to the relocatee, but also within his financial 
ability to afford. Once the relocatee's choice was made, the Agency 
then paid all moving costs to accomplish the relocation, and further, 
made available a cash assistance to help re-establish the individual, 
or family, in their new and standard environment. The difficulty 
here seemed to be one of lack of information, or misunderstnading, as 
is often the case in a public program. 

All of the people involved, including the newspaper, 
were most gracious and cooperative. We invited all concerned to avail 
themselves of the records, files and photographs that are kept by this 
office to assure that proper concern and assistance is provided in the 
process of relocation from substandard environment to a standard area. 

Not only do we know where every family has gone, but 
through a dedicated and qualified relocation staff, we have attempted 
to continue assistance and service to relocatees even after relocation 
has been accomplished. 

Part of the reason behind the concern is, that with the 
lack of new construction of low-cost housing, where then, have we been 
able to find standard structures as housing sources? The City of San 
Antonio is somewhat unique in that, because of its age and size, it 
has a number of areas within the City boundaries that are older but 
nontheless standard. Here the housing has inside plumbing, screens, 
doors, etc., but because of its age ana availability, can be purchased 
or rented, in many instances, at cost equivalent to public housing 
charges. This source of housing inventory has resulted from a close 
cooperation between the Urban Renewal Agency and members of the San 
Antonio Real Estate Board, San Antonio Home Builders, and other private 
interests. However, as San Antonio continues to grow, this housing 
will be quickly used up, and it is imperative that there be new con
certed effort upon the part of private industry and public housing to 
build additional new units to meet the growing needs of our low-income 
families. This will be accomplished through the Vista Verde Project, 
Belle East, South San, and hopefully, through the Model Cities Program. 
But once and for all, let it be understood that the goal of the Urban 
Renewal Program is to eliminate the slums, not relocate them into 
Bexar County or any other surrounding area, and we would welcome any 
authentic information that would help us improve and expedite the 
services now being offered to relocatees. 
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It ~s my op~nlon that the best solut~on to che growIng 

problem wlth~n our county as It appl~es to blight and slum development 
is one that has come from County Comm~ss~oner Albert Pena, and one that 
I can wholeheartedly concur in. Mr. Pena feels that i.t is proper 
that state leglslat10n be developed that would permit the countles to 
adopt zoning laws, bu~ld~ng perml.t requirements, and subdivision con
trol of areas that fall withl.n the county's Jurisdiction. In thIS 
manner, preventative action could be taken rather than walt untll it 
becomes necessary to take more costly corrective measurese" 

Dr. Calderon: I'd like to make a statment, at least 
interJect my thinking into the discusslon. I think obviously a 
course will have to be followed here where the w:a.shes of the Councl.l 
can be met, wheLe at the same time not .lLmposl.ng unduly what we 1 1.5 
best on the people In the area. I thlnk the people In the area would 
certaInly beneflt to partlcipate 10 th1S program, but I think we need 
to be carefu.U. not to overdo somethl.ng that 15 a good thing. I am 
sympathetic Wl th the comments of Hr. Sa las and h.1S people and I am 
with them all the way. I was raised under the same condltlons and 1 
am fully aware of the problems and the obstacles that sometlmes seem 
unsurmountable. I echo h1s concern over the abl11ty of the people belng 
able to comply wlth the requirements to bring up to standard and to 
totally participate ln this program. I think that rather than to end 
up with an 'either/or' approach, we need to follow an approach that 
is reaU.stic and we need to follow an approach that wouldtruely he 
the people in the area. The whole crux of the program 1S to he the 
people It has never been envlsioned as a program that would be0 

shoved down their throats. There should be participation between the 
indiViduals and local governments in trying to bring about the correction 
within reason. 

Mr. Salas: This is why we have subm1tted our petition. 
In facti we are doing something that l.S better than Model Cities. We 
are forming a group of people that if the standards of our homes need 
to be straightened out, we are gOIng to help the people paint thel.r 
houses and do some work around. This IS charitable wlthout any com
pensation whatsoever. This is how we operate, without money, wl.thout 
any support from the federal government. As citl.zens, we know, and 
we have no one to advise us or give us orders to fix the homes> As 
long as we have the money we are g01ng to do lt and that is the reason 
why we have organized. 

Mr. Alejos: The petition we are submittl.ng now 1S for 
the displacement of residents. Remember this. Relocation. Now we 
do recognize that there might be some benefits in this Model Cities 
Program, but by the same token we do not want to be displaced. If we 
have to move we want back in the same area. Let me say this. We, 
l.n the Laredo Street Area CounCIl, as long as we are able to, we wlll 
not sell and this is def1nite. 

Mr. Torres: In other words, as against relocation, the 
compla1nt you have, you agree stc.. ll to be compromlsed if say a program 
of rehab1litatlon of the homes could be worked out with the residents 
of the area. Is that correct? 
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Mr. Alejos: If they take, say for example, an old 
family, or someone that 15 on welfare or social security, if these 
people will take, or say if they knock down their home that is a 
$3,000 home and they can have a $5,000 grant and build them an $8,000 
home on that same property, then I would say go aheadc 

Mr~ Salas: Let me cite one typical example if I may. 
We have a party within our neighborhood. He made an addition to his 
home. It cost him $1800.000 He makes payments and that is all he 
can afford to make. $17.00 payments a month and all that goes on the 
principle is $9.00. Figure i~ out how long it is going to take. 

Mayor McAllister: Incidentally, in that particular 
case, you say the interest on $1700.00 is $8.00 a month? 

Mr. Salas: Yes sir. 

Mayor McAllister: Alright, 8 times 12 is 96 against 
$1700.00 that man is paying less than 6% 1nterest. I'd like to borrow 
the money myself at that rate. 

Mr. Salas: How long will it take him to pay it off? 

Mayor McAllister: I didn't figure that out. I'm 
telling you he is borrowing money at less than 6%. He can't complain 
about that. 

Mro Salas: He makes a payment of $17000 and what goes 
only for the payment of the house is $9.00. It is going to take that 
family 18 years. We are not talking about a $15~00 home, we are 
talking about a lousy room that was constructed to his house, that's all. 

Mr. Raul Rodr1guez: This is an important subject, 
Mr. Mayor. You made a threat to the citizens. I got a right to speak 
because you insulted us. 

Mayor McAllister: I haven't insulted you, you are out 
order. 

Mr. Rodriguez: You insulted me because I am a poor 
man. I demand to be heard. I have an interest, I live in the Model 
Cities area. 

Mr. Torres: Are you talking about the statement re
garding the minimum housing standards? 

Mr. Rodriguez: Yes sir. He made a threat, either we 
fix up, or get the h--- out. You come to my house and try to destroy 
it, you will have no head left. 

Mr. Gatti: I know what you were talking about Mr. 
Mayor, and I feel the same way. I am sure these gentlemen from the 
Council, Mr. Alejos and Mr. Salas will agree there are in that area 
by count at least 40 l:?):\a.cks or houses or whatever you want to call 
them that are not inhabited. They are abandoned and in various states 
of disrepair. There are no windows, the walls are down, there is no 
one living in them. Now I don't know who owns these and there is no 
one that could live in them and it is in this area that I think these 
peopl~ would be interested in having something done. They may be 
o~ned by people in the neighborhood but most of them I am sure are 
owned by absentee owners and I would be happy to go out there again and 
just point them out. This what we are talking about. We are not 
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talk2ng about throw1ng anybody out of their homes. We are talking 
about homes that are a detr2ment to the neighborhood, to the health 
and welfare of the nelghborhood. That is what we are talking about 
Mr. Rodriguez, and if you would listen, instead of talking once in 
a while, maybe you would get these things 0 

Mr. Rodriguez: I've got a house back of my lot and 
nobody has looked at it. It has great big holes in the walls about 
to fall down. There is a place out by Fort Sam that is a disgrace 
to the City and nobody is doing anything about it. 

Mayor McAllister: You are out of order. I will be 
glad to hear from you later in the meeting. 

Mr. Henckel: Mr. Rodriguez, you are out of order and 
I'm asking you to contain yourself. 

Mayor McAllister: Mr. Rodriguez, we will be glad to 
hear from you after the regular meeting is over, but if you continue 
to talk right now I will have you removed. 

Mr. Rodriguez: You will have me arrested. 

Mayor McAllister: I will have you removed from the 
Council. Behave yourself and be in order. 

Mr. Rodriguez: You behave yourself. We deserve respect. 
Because we are poor does not mean we have to be slaves. 

Mr. Torres: Mr. Rodriguez, please, let me say something 
to you, please. I am going to point out to the Council the comments 
that I feel you are taking exception to. If you will just--as the 
Council has pointed out, there is a proper time for this. I think you 
are aware that we have to observe procedures. I am going to ask you 
as a personal favor, Mr. Rodriguez, there will be a time at the end 
of the meeting when citizens will be heard and-I am going to ask you 
to please have a chair. Would you do that please sir. Thank you. 

Mr. Salas: If we have our boys fighting in Viet Nam 
our homes should be preserved. Mr. Gatti, let me come back to your 
question. You made tour through our neighborhood, right? Did you 
check how many people are unemployed. This is part of your duty as 
a Councilman. 

Mr. Gatti: I am very much aware of this and I don't 
like you to question my motives. I was talking about one phase of 
this. I am very much aware of the poverty over there. I have been 
working on this for many years. I think long before you ever got into 
it. What I am talking about is one single thing and I think Mr. 
Alejo understands what I am trying to say and that is there are a lot 
of abandoned houses in that area that we should look into and if they 
are uninhabitable, they are a detriment to the neighborhood and should 
be removed. 

Mr. Salas: Let me tell you one thing. You say I have 
no right to question you. You are serving on the Council and you are 
depriving me of my rights, 

January 9, 1969 -15



- - -

ceo 

r 


Mr. Gatti: I didn't say that. I said my motives. 
You have every right to question me, I said my motives. 
Do you know what I was saying in the first place? 

Mr. Salas: You made a tour through my neighborhood. 

Mr. Gatti: Are you tuned in to what I said. Specifically 
what I said? We were talking about housing, we were talking about 
housing that did not serve any purpose. 

Mr. Salas: Alright, you talk about my area I have 
the right to question you. You are violating my rights according 
to the constitution, my freedom of speech. 

Mr. Gatti: Oh, corne on now, get off that cornpone 
and start talking reasonably. 

Mr. Alejos: You mentioned there are 40 houses to be 
brought down. Actually there are 34 houses. We ourselves would like 
to see these houses torn down. 

Mr. Gatti: We agree. 

Mr. Alejos: Mr. Rodriguez (Model Cities) told me had 
taken most of the members of the Council into our neighborhood. I 
doubt if he took Mr. Torres because he has always backed the barrio 
people and this is why they back him. By the same token, he mentioned 
that these homes that are empty should be condemed by the City or taken 
for back taxes. 

Mr. Gatti: This is wha~ I was talking about. 

Mr. Alejos: This was mentioned to me by Mr. Rodriguez. 

Mr. Rodriguez: This is one of the things that if a 
owner of an abandoned house and a lot that is full of weeds, if he 
will not clean it up for his own benefit, he can be made to clean up. 

Mr. Jones: Mr. Alejos, what would you have us do with 
this abandoned property. What would be your recommendation? 

Mr. Alejos: I would like to see them torn down. 

Mr. Jones: So would we. 

Mr. Torres: There is a statement that was made and I 
want to point this out. 

Mayor McAllister: We have a regular order of business. 
NOw, we have gone through this, we have your complaint and the matter 
will be investigated. Proceed with the regular order of business. 

Mr. Torres: I have a comment to make Mr. Mayor with 
reference to an earlier comment of the Mayor and the comment was that 
the minimum housing standards ordinance will be imposed against the 
people in the area who live in the homese I want to state this that 
the minimum housing code is not an instrument of tyranny and the day 
that it is used as a means of forcing people to do one thing or 
another then the minimum housing code is an instrument of tyranny. 
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Mr. Torres: And, as long as I sit on this Council 

it is not going to be used as a means of forcing people to act in one 
way or another. You commented Mr. Mayor, that yCJ. chink we are setting 
a dangerous precedent when we talk about using a particular code which 
in any event has never been used. The policy of Mr. Vann's department 
is never to use this code against people who are financially incapable 
of making improvements on their home and I want to take exception to 
the Mayor's statement that the minimum housing standards would be used 
ever to force people to ~ake any particu~ar action. I don't have any 
disagreement as to vacant homes. I think what we are talking about is 
homes that are occupied sir. 

Mr. Gatti: Mr. Torres, you have been.sitting on this 
~ouncil for two years and you know that that is not true. You have 
sat here and seen us go month, after month, after month on the minimum 
housing standards, where we have public hearings, where we have notified 
people, we have made public statments, Mr. Vann has made public statments 
that we are not doing this. Now you know that is not true. 

Mr. Torres: I agree with you John, this is why I was 
concerned. Let me finish. I was concerned about the Mayor's statement. 

Mr. Gatti: You've been talking all day long. 

Mr. Rodriguez: Why don1t you let him talk? 

Mr. Gatti: We're sick of hearing him talk. 

Mr. Rodriguez: Well, we're sick of hearing you talk. 

Mr. Gatti: That's fine. 

Mayor McAllister: We'll have order in the Council. 
I want to say that since 1955, the minimum housing code has been 
advanced and at no time during that entire period of time, so far as 
our record goes, or our knowledge goes, has any person who owns a 
house and been unable to imprbve that house himself been displaced 
from his property. The statement that I made was merely that this 
area had not been included in the surveys because of the minimum 
housing operation for the simple reason that it was contemplated a 
different improvement would be made in that area. If this area is 
not going to be included in the Model Cities program, as far as I am 
concerned it does not need to be included in the Model Cities program. 
But then, the Housing Department will see that the minimum housing 
standards are complied with. That is not a threat, that is merely a 
statement of fact. The operation hasn't been in that area for a very 
definite reasoq, but in the event that area is excluded then sanitary 
and other reasons will require it be made more habitable than it is 
today_ 

Mr. Jones: I would like to ask Mr. Vann to meet with 
Mr. Alejos and his group on one thing only at this time. We are in 
direct communication now on your desire and our desire to remove these 
eyesores. ~hese vacant, abandoned properties. I would like to ask 
Mr. Vann to work with that group toward that end, to start right now 
with elimination of these properties that are a detriment to the 
neighborhood. No more. Nothing that is occupied. The quicker you 
get on it the better because it is a laborious thing because of the 
legal maze. I'd like to have the Council have Mr. Vann meet with 
these people. Is that agreeable to you sir? 

January 9, 1969 -17



- - -

Cr~"
~u,.G 

Mr. Alejos: We would like to have Mr. Vann at one 
of our Council meetings and talk to him, the sooner the better. 

Mr. Salas: Since you are so interested you are all 
invited to attend the meeting tonight at 2516 South Laredo Street. 

Mayor McAllister: Proceed with the regular order 
of business. 

69-2 CERTIFICATION OF SAN ANTONIO POLICE ACADEMY BY 
COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER STANDARDS & EDUCATION OF TEXAS: 

Mr. Wallace Beasley, Executive Director of the Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards & Education, expressed 
his appreciation to the City Council for their efforts to improve the 
social welfare of the Community. He advised that his Commission 
was created by the State Legislature for the purpose of making stan
dards and recommendations and informing the Governor and Legislature 
on the needs for training and education for Police Officers, setting 
minimum standards, establishing school guidelines and counsel to 
schools already in existence. He stated the Commission makes a 
concerted effort to bring Police training to the majority of the 
officers of the state and work with the Councils of Government. 

He said the purpose of his visit to the Council 
Meeting was to present a plaque to the Mayor and City Council in 
recognition of the San Antonio Police Academy meeting the recommenda
tions and standards set up by the Commission. 

The plaque reads as follows: 

THE COMMISSION ON 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 


STANDARDS & EDUCATION 


Hereby Certifies That The 

SAN ANTONIO POLICE ACADEMY 


Has Fulfilled The 
Requirements for Certification 

As provided by Laws of 
The State of Texas 

Mr. Beasley also congratulated the City for having 
a very fine Police Chief. 

Mayor McAllister stated the City is proud of its 
Police Department and the Chief of Police, all of whom are doing 
a fine job under difficult and adverse conditions and was happy to 
accept the plaque on behalf of the Police Department for the fine 
work it has done. 
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69-2 The Clerk read the following ordinance. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,175 

ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF TRAVELERS 
INSURANCE COMPANY TO PROVIDE GROUP 
HOSPITALIZATION AND MAJOR MEDICAL IN
SURANCE COVERAGE ACCORDING TO THE 
ATTACHED PROPOSAL; AND AUTHbRIZING THE 
CITY MANAGER TO SECURE A POLICY WITH 
THE TRAVELERS INSURANCE COMPANY;.· AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS TO DEFRAY COSTS OF 
SAID PROGRAM FOR BALANCE OF FISCAL YEAR 
1968-69. 

* * * * * 

Mr. John Brooks, Purchasing Agent, explained the 
proposals received for the City Employees Hospitalization and Major 
Medical Insurance Program which were evaluated by a committee com
posed of Members of the San Antonio Association of Life Underwriters 
Incorporated. Mr. Brooks thanked the committee and recognized Mr. 
Norman C. Thomas, Committee Chairman and Members, Stanley W. Cole, 
Fred H Holmnsley, Kenneth B. Colton, and G. Archie Helland who were 
present at the meeting and Mr. Bob Biechlin who was unable to attend. 

On behalf of the City Council, Mayor McAllister 
expressed appreciation for the committee's fine work and their 
expertise in making possible an analysis of the program which an 
ordinary layman would not have been able to make. 

Mr. Brooks advised that forty proposal forms were 
mailed out and fifteen proposals were received. The low proposal 
was submitted by the Travelers Insurance Company which he recommended 
be accepted. The cost is $5.81 per employee per month. He explained 
the total cost per year is $280,000. The estimated cost before bids 
were taken was $360,000. He stated the City pays the entire cost 
of this insurance program for the employees and if the employee 
elects to protect his family under this plan it will cost the employee 
$13.29 per month. 

City Manager Henckel then advised the Council on the 
following comparison on Group Insurance for the five other large 
Texas cities: 

Houston - City pays 100% on both life and medical 
Dallas - City pays 100% on medical, 40% life premium on $5,000 Life 
Ft. Worth - City pays 60% on both life and medical 
El Paso - City pays 100% on both life and medical 
Corpus Christi - City pays 85% on both life and medical 

Mr. Henckel stated the comparison on local utilities 
is: City Water Board pays 100% on medical, 33% on life; Transit 
System pays for first $2,000 life and 75% of medical on employees; and 
City Public Service Board pays 75% on medical and 33% on life. 
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After consideration, on motion of Dr. Calderon, 
seconded by Mrs. Cockrell, the ordinance was passed and approved 
by the following vote: AYES: McAllister, Calderon, Jones, James, 
Cockrell, Gatti, Trevino, Hill, Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: None. 

69-2 The Clerk read the following ordinance. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,175 

EXTENDING THE PRESENT CITY EMPLOYEES 
GROUP LIFE INSURANCE CONTRACT WITH 
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY 
THROUGHOUT THE CALENDAR YEAR 1969. 

* * * * * 

purchasing Agent John Brooks advised that they are 
recommending the present policy for group life insurance with the 
Fidelity and Guaranty Insurance Company be extended to cover the 
calendar year 1969. The City pays the entire premium. It provides 
a minimum of $2,000 life insurance or the equivalent of six months 
pay, whichever is larger and $12,000 accidental death. 

He stated that at the time the City took proposals 
for the hospitalization insurance, it also took proposals on the 
life insurance coverage which is currently in effect. The present 
contractor has notified the City that they would extend the present 
policy for one year at the interest rate of 38¢ per thousand on life 
and 5¢ per thousand on accidental death and dismemberment. The bids 
carne in 10¢ higher per thousand and for this reason the Staff recom
mended that the current policy be extended at the present rates for 
a one-year period. The present cost is $79,000 per year and will 
be approximately the same depending on the number of employees the 
City has. 

After consideration, on motion of Dr. Calderon, 
seconded by Mr. James, the ordinance was passed and approved by the 
following vote: AYES: McAllister, Calderon, Jones, James, Cockrell, 
Trevino, Hill, Torres: NAYS: None; ABSENT: Gatti. 

City Manager Henckel stated that on behalf of all 
employees of the City he wanted to thank the Council for its action 
this morning. It gives San Antonio for the first time employee 
benefits which other cities and employers have paid and which our 
City employees have never received. It will also help the City 
in the future to entice good people to corne to work for the City 
because it can now compete with other cities and private industry. 
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69-2 The following ordinances were explained by Mr. John 
Brooks, purchasing Agent, and on motion made and duly seconded, were 
each passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: McAllister, 
Calderon, James, Trevino, Hill, Torres: NAYS: None; ABSENT: Jones, 
Cockrell, Gatti. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,176 

AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO PUR
CHASE CERTAIN RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM 
H. W. WILSON COMPANY FOR THE PUBLIC LIB
RARY, CITY OF SAN ANTONIO FOR A NET TOTAL 
OF $2,075.00. 

* * * * * 
AN ORDINANCE 37,177 

ACCEPTING THE ATTACHED LOW QUALIFIED BID 
OF COMMERCIAL BODY CORPORATION TO FURNISH 
THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO WITH FOUR HYDRAULIC 
DUMP BODIES FOR A NET TOTAL OF $3,828.00. 

* * * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 37,178 

ACCEPTING THE ATTACHED LOW QUALIFIED BID 
OF B. L. HENDERSON & SONS, INC. AND WATSON 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC. TO FURNISH THE 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO PARKS DEPARTMENT WITH 
CERTAIN FERTILIZER FOR A NET TOTAL OF 
$14,498.00. 

* * * * * 

69-2 Mr. Sandy Clark, Land Division Chief, explained 
~following ordinance and on motion of Mr. Torres, seconded by 
Dr. Calderon, was passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: 
McAllister, Calderon, James, Trevino, Hill, Torres; NAYS: None: 
ABSENT: Jones, Cockrell, Gatti. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,179 

EXTENDING FOR A ONE-YEAR PERIOD CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS AND RESTRICTIONS CONCERNING THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR THE NORTH EXPRESSWAY. 

* * * * * 
Mayor McAllister asked Mr. Clark to give a brief 

summary of the status of land acquisition for the North Expressway. 
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Mr. Clark stated that acquisition will be completed 
with the condemnation ordinances to be passed this morning with the 
exception of one parcel which is the San Antonio Portland Cement 
Company. They are presently working on the completion of the trans
action and when it is completed the City will have obtained all the 
right of way to Loop 410. The section to Hildebrand has been com
pleted for some time. 

Mr. Torres asked if the City has enough bond money 
for all the acquisition. 

Mr. Clark stated the City has had enough for all the 
acquisition that has been completed so far, however, there is not 
enough funds to purchase the entire right of way from Loop 410 to 
north of Bitters Road. He stated they do not know at the present 
time the exact amount that will be needed to complete the acquisition 
because they have not received the State's appraisal figures. He 
estimated the cost to be $500,000 to $750,000. 

Mr. Torres asked where the City would get this 
additional money. 

City Manager Henckel stated there are two sources 
the funds could possibly come from. Either the General Fund budget 
in years to come or the City could put it in a proposed bond issue 
in the future. He stated the additional money that is needed is due 
to the delays that have been created with the acquisition of the 
properties for the North Expressway and the longer there are delays, 
the higher the values of property are going to be. 

69-2 Mr. Sandy Clark, Land Division Chief, explained the 
following ordinance and on motion of Mr. Trevino, seconded by Mr. 
James, was passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: 
McAllister, Calderon, James, Cockrell, Gatti, Trevino, Hill, Torres: 
NAYS: None: ABSENT: Jones. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,180 

CLOSING AND ABANDONING A CERTAIN ALLEY 
IN NEW CITY BLOCK 6724 AND AUTHORIZING 
A QUITCLAIM DEED TO ANTONIO H. PENA AND 
WIFE, ESTELLA F. PENA, FOR A CONSIDERA
TION OF $225.00. 

* * * * * 

69-2 Mr. Sandy Clark, Land Division Chief, explained the 
following ordinance and on motion of Mr. Hill, seconded by Dr. 
Calderon, was passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: 
McAllister, Calderon, James, Cockrell, Gatti, Trevino, Hill: NAYS: 
None: ABSENT: Jones, Torres. 
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AN ORDINANCE 37,181 

APPROPRIATING $3,384.60 OUT OF VARIOUS 
FUNDS FOR ACQUISITION OF RIGHT OF WAY AND 
ACCEPTING CERTAIN EASEMENTS PERTAINING TO 
SALADO CREEK OUTFALL SEWER PROJECT, STORM 
DRAINAGE PROJECT NO. 75Y, BOYER STREET 
EXTENSION, LAREDO STREET DRAINAGE PROJECT, 
GRANTS COURT SUBDIVISION SANITARY SEWER 
PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING A QUITCLAIM DEED 
TO THE STATE OF TEXAS IN N.C.B. 12051 IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE NORTH EXPRESSWAY PRO
JECT. 

'* * * * * 

69-2 Mr. Raymond Weber, Condemnation Attorney, explained 
the following ordinance and on motion of Mr. Gatti, seconded by 
Mr. Jones, was passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: 
McAllister, Calderon, Jones, James, Cockrell, Gatti, Trevino, Hill, 
Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,182 

APPROPRIATING $22,245.00 OUT OF NORTH 
EXPRESSWAY BONDS, 1961, FUND NO. 479-19 
PAYABLE IN THREE (3) SEPARATE CHECKS TO 
THE COUNTY CLERK OF BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS, 
SUBJECT TO THE ORDER OF THE PAYEES SPECI
FIED IN THE AWARDS OF SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS 
IN CONDEMNATION CASES NOS. C-7l8, C-719, AND 
C-720 FOR THE TRACTS AND PARCELS OF LAND, 
INCLUDING CERTAIN DAMAGES, AS SPECIFIED, 
IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, NEEDED FOR U.S. 281 
NORTH EXPRESSWAY. 

'* '* * '* * 

69-2 The Clerk read the following ordinance. 

AN ORDINANCE 37,183 

AMENDING THE CURRENT BUDGET BY CREATING 
3 ADDITIONAL DISTRICT FIRE CHIEFS' 
POSITIONS, 1 ADDITIONAL CAPTAIN'S POSI
TION, 2 ADDITIONAL LIEUTENANT'S POSITIONS, 
AND 3 ADDITIONAL ENGINEER'S POSITIONS. 

'* -It * * '* 
On motion of Mr~ Gatti, seconded by Dr. Calderon, 

the ordinance was passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: 
McAllister, Calderon, Jones, James, Cockrell, Gatti, Trevino, Hill, 
Torres; NAYS; 'None; ABSENT: Nonec 
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Fire Chief Bart Mulhern advised the Council that 
the fourth fire district in San Antonio was created about twenty 
years ago and the City had about 70 square miles. The present area 
of the City is about 183 square miles and this fire district has 
become unmanageable from a response standpoint. Passage of the 
ordinance will correct this situation. These additional officers 
and engineers will allow the creating of an additional engine 
company at Fire Station No. 26 located at 231 Highway 90 West. 
This is the busiest company in the City and badly needs this 
additional engine company there. He added that the Department has 
25 people in training who will fill the posts in this new company_ 

69-2 AUTHORIZED STRENGTH - POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Mrs. Cockrell: One of our fellow Councilmen/ Mr. Hill, 
sent us a memorandum including some recommendations for certain pro
jects and one of these merits our immediate attention. I suggest that 
the others be referred to the City Manager. But in his Item 3, he 
recommends increased personnel ceiling of the Police Department to 
900, an increase of 65. It is my understanding that as a result of 
our recent recruitment we are doing very well toward approaching our 
present ceiling of 835. So I think this is a very timely suggestion 
and I certainly would like to second the recommendation that Mr. Hill 
has made and urge that this Council go on record as approving this 
increase to 900 in the authorized strength of our Police Department. 

Mayor McAllister: Let's have a statement from Mr. 
Henckel on what we have. 

City Manager Henckel: Presently, we have 806 out of 
the 835 authorized strength. Twenty-five of those being in training. 
However, we feel with the increased benefits that we have had this 
year, the pay and with the action the Council took this morning that 
we very probably could reach the 900 by the end of this year. I would 
wholeheartedly like the Council to instruct me to have an ordinance 
ready to increase it. It would cost us approximately $111,000 to 
put on the additional men for one quarter of this year. We would 
budget them for the fourth quarter. There has always been a need 
for additional policemen. The problem in the past has been the re
cruitment problem and we feel we are in better shape than we have 
ever been. 

Mr. Torres: Do we have an academy going now? 

City Manager Henckel: Yes sir. There is one that 
starts Monday. 

Mr. Torres: How many are in it? When does the one 
after that start? 

Mr. Henckel: There are 25. Well it would be in the 
next quarter. 

Mr. Torres: How are the applications coming along? 

Mr. Henckel: They are coming very fine and we are 
in the screening process now. We hope that we will be able to get 
more than 25 in the class to come in the balance of this fiscal year. 
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Mr. Torres: How many, what is the ratio of applica

tions versus the acceptances? 

Mr. Henckel: We would be happy to give you a report 
on that. As you know our requirements are very rigid and the ratio 
of acceptance over applications is not very goodo 

Mr. Gatti: It's something like 5% isn't it? 

Mr. Henckel: It's 10%. However, we constantly kept 
our recommendations on the basis that we do not lessen our requirements 
because we feel the caliber of men we are getting is the basic reason 
that the department is doing such a good job. We think we should just 
put more enforcement into the recruiting program and we have some 
ideas that we will put into force and of course the best thing that you 
can do to bring men in is pay and other benefits. 

Mayor McAllister: In line with the suggestion made by 
Mrs. Cockrell, have an ordinance prepared. 

69-2 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Mrs. Cockrell: One additional matter I would like the 
City Manager to comment on or review is the matter of the Uniform 
Allowance. I have heard some discussion about the .Uniform Allowance 
and as I recall several years ago and when we gave a raise and a 
salary adjustment there was also an adjustment to Uniform Allowance and 
perhaps it is time to review this again and compare what we pay to the 
other cities. But other than making any specific recommendation I 
would like to ask that we ask the Manager for a review of this feature. 

Mr. Henckel: I have received from the Police Association 
a request with a list of benefits for their department which I will con
sider, however I will give the Council an analysis and a recommendation 
as to whether we can consider that now or wait until budget time. 

69-2 SCHOOL SIDEWALK PROGRAM 

Dr. Calderon: I want to comment further on the memo
randum we received from Ed Hill. In Item No. 1 he recommends we in
crease the funds for sidewalk construction to $100,000. I fully sup
port this recommendation. Many times we tend to think in terms of 
big projects and we disregard the little things which are very impor
tant and very very significant to many people. I think that certainly 
sidewalk construction is a sore under the saddle many times in trying 
to comply with the wishes of many parents throughout the City. In 
view of the fact that the summer months are the only time of the year 
in which we do get involved in the construction and in order to 
initiate any kind of acceleration of this program it would have to be 
done prior to the summer. I think it is an idea of authorizing the 
increase and setting into motion the necessary preparations so that 
come this summer we would have a program that would more closely 
comply with the many requests that are coming in. I personally would 
lend sole support to this Item No. 1 in view of the fact that this is 
a small item that is very meaningfull and significant to many people. 
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Mr. Trevino: I agree wholeheartedly. But I would 
like to see the way the neighborhoods are provided with sidewalks 
revised a little b~t. Make it in a way so tha .... the neighborhoods 
that need a sidewalk will have a more equitable way of applying for 
it. The way it is right now, they are so confused they don't know 
where to go or who to go to. 

Mr. Henckel: The way it is now it is handled through 
the various school districts. The various Parent-Teacher Associations 
make their request to their particular school district and they in 
turn submit their request to us. Then we have to cut back based on 
the limitation of funds~ So an additional $50,000 would double the 
program for the coming year, which as you recall is $35,000 over the 
normal $15,000 that we have been spending year after year. Another 
thing I want to point out is that this program has been handled by 
the hiring of students during the summer, both college and high school, 
and it is done with our supervisory personnel. So if you desire the 
program to continue on that basis it would provide extra summer jobs 
for students which I think would be excellent. 

Mayor McAllister: Can you tell us what is the status 
of that account now? In other words have the funds been used up? 

Mr. Henckel: No, it is strictly a summer program so 
the money, when it is appropriated in the budget, it will not be used 
until the coming summer, which is June 1, when the program goes into 
effect. So if the Council authorizes an additional appropriation we 
will merely get the program to handle it. 

Mayor McAllister: Of the $50,000 that has been 
authorized, approximately what requests or commitments or requests 
that have been approved do you have? 

Mr. Henckel: This would be the new program of which 
the school districts would be submitting their request to us now. Last 
year's program was complete. 

Mr. Jones: I'd like to inquire along the line of the 
sidewalks, It is a sore point project, true enough, but it seems to 
me that we might spend a little more money on a little bit better 
engineering in order to correct the situation that exists in the 
present situation. It is sort of hill and dale type situation and I 
am confident it does not comply with the pertinent ordinances. But 
I think there is someway in between where we-COUld improve the 
appearance of these sidewalks and in some cases even a dangerous 
situation that might exist like when a sidewalk encounters a telephone 
pole, instead of going around the telephone pole, it goes through the 
telephone pole. I think situations such as that should be corrected. 
I think we should spend a little bit more money on proper engineering. 

Mr. Henckel: I think that is easily explainable in 
the fact that we had $15,000 in the past and we just tried to put in 
as many feet of sidewalk as we could and we didn't do any grading, we 
just merely laid concrete. I certainly agree with you that some of 
them are not attractive and not practical. You also recall, because 
of the shortage allover the City, we limited the program to elementary 
schools and I believe it was Just year before last that the Council 
authorized that we go into Junior High Schools with this program. 
$100,000 of course is not going to solve the program in one year, but 
I think it will be a big step forward. 
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69-2 

Dr. Calderon: I would recommend that we prepare 
the necessary ordinance for next week's consideration to increase 
the budget for this program. 

Mayor McAllister: Would that be on the budget for 
this year? 

Dr. Calderon: The idea is to make it effect .this 
year's program on June 1. 

Mr. Henckel: We would have to amend this year's 
budget. 

Mayor McAllister: Alright. The recommendation is 
made that an ordinance be prepared. 

HEMISFAIR SITE FOR STATE UNIVERSITY 

Mr. James L. Hayne, a Director of the Downtown 
Association and Mr. Ed Harllee, Executive Director of the Association, 
asked the Council reconsider and reappraise its offer of some 16 
acres of land in the HemisFair Plaza for proposed use of the State 
University. 

Mr. Hayne said it is not enough to impress the 
Legislature and suggested that the proposed downtown Witte Museum 
be moved to the North and incorporate those buildings presently 
designated for the Witte into the area offered. 

In addition, he asked that the Council make 
enough land available in addition to the 16 acres to go with the 
U. S. and Texas Pavilions which will be sufficient for a nucleus 
for a state university. The land should all be connected to make 
one piece of property. 

Discussion brought out that the Witte Museum has 
already made a substantial expenditure in remodeling the modules 
in preparation for the exhibits to be placed there. It was the 
feeling of the Council that no action should be taken until the 
Council has consulted with the Witte Museum. 

It was brought out that time is of the essence 
and a concrete offer should be made before the Legislature convenes 
on Tuesday, January 14. 

The Mayor then called a Special Meeting of the 
City Council for Monday, January 13, 1969 at 8:30 A.M. for the 
purpose of determining what land the City will offer as a site for 
the State University. 

The City Manager was instructed to contact Ore Burns 
concerning the recommendation of the Downtown Association that the 
present Museum site be moved to the north. 
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69-2 CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

Mr. Raul Rodriguez, 719 Delgado Street, spoke 
against the Model Cities program. He stated one phase of the 
program is to buy up 206 homes which, he alleged, was supposed 
to be a secret plan. It was revealed by one of the men in the 
area and the people have become suspicious of it. He said 
that one man has stated a woman bought a house for $2,000 and 
has been paying $50,00 a month for twenty years and still owes 
$2,000. He said the people are unwilling to place more burdens 
on themselves or contract for more obligations which they are 
unable to fulfill. 

Mr. Rodriguez then protested the shooting of E. Vidal, 
a seventeen year old youth, by a policeman. He asked the City to 
pay the family $1,000 to make amends for killing the boy and help 
with burial expenses. 

After discussion, the Mayor advised that there is 
a Firemen's and Policemen's Civil Service Commission that reviews 
cases of this kind. If the police officer has violated the law, it 
is a matter that is referred to the District Attorney and it is 
his responsibility and authority to take action. None has been taken. 

The Mayor added that as he understood it, this 
officer was strictly acting within the law. The Mayor advised 
the Council is sorry the young man was shot and was also sorry that 
he was violating the law. He felt you could not blame the police 
officer for carrying out his duties and responsibilities. 

69-2 The Clerk read the following letter. 

January 7, 1969 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
City of San Antonio, Texas 

Gentlemen and Madam: 

The following petition was received by my office and forwarded 
to the City Manager for investigation and report to the City 
Council. 
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1-6-69 Petition of Parents and Leaders Community Counci.l 

#9, 3231 El Paso Street, expressing concern that 
the drain-off of flood control project 61B into the 
Apache Creek is a danger to life and property of 
this area and requesting the City to help eliminate 
this danger. 

* * 

/s/ J. H. INSELMANN 
City Clerk 

* * * 

Council, 
There being no further business to come 

the meeting adjourned. 
before the 

A P PRO V E 0: 

C 1 e r k 
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