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Members Present:

Public Safety Council Committee

Minutes

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

10:00 a.m.

Municipal Plaza Room 6

Councilmember Justin Rodriguez, Chair, District 7

Councilmember Delicia Herrera, District 6

Councilmember John Clamp, District 10

Members Absent: Councilmember Philip Cortez, District 4

Staff Present: Erik Walsh, Assistant City Manager, Sharon DelaGarza,

Assistant City Manager; T.C. Broadnax, Assistant City Manager;

David Garza, Housing and Neighborhood Services Department

Director; William McManus, Police Chief; Charles Hood, Fire

Chief, Nim Kidd, District Fire Chief, Daniel Martinez, Deputy

Fire Chief, Jeffrey Humphrey, Deputy Police Chief, Ramon

Mendez, Housing and Neighborhood Services Department;

Karen Muniz, Assistant City Attorney; Savita Rai, Assistant City

Attorney; Denise Luckey, Office ofthe City Clerk

Others Present: Councilmember Diane Cibrian, District 8; Christian Rove, KTSA

Call to Order

Chairman Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m.

1. Citizens to be Heard

There were no Citizens to be Heard.

2. Approval of minutes of the December 10, 2008 Public Safety Council

Committee Meeting.

Councilmember Herrera moved to approve the minutes from the December 10, 2008

Public Safety Council Committee Meeting. Councilmember Clamp seconded the motion.

Motion carried unanimously.

3. Review and Amendment of City Code Chapter 21, Article X - Graffiti

Presented by David D. Garza, Housing & Neighborhood Services Director

David Garza reported that Councilmember Clamp had submitted a Council Committee

Request (CCR) on May 30, 2008 requesting that the Housing and Neighborhood Services

Department review and make recommendations to City Code Chapter 21, Article X,

otherwise known as the Graffiti Ordinance. The CCR was presented to the Governance

Committee on June 10, 2008 and referred it to the Public Safety Council Committee for

additional review. The Public Safety Council Committee heard the item on October 8,

2008 and recommended further research.



Councilmember Rodriguez asked Mr. Garza to explain the changes that staff was

proposing. Mr. Garza reported that the current ordinance only addresses vacant units and

the amendment would impact units occupied by residential and commercial property

owners. Councilmember Herrera stated that feedback from the public had prompted the

amendment. She noted that the original concept was to implement the ordinance and

then revisit it if necessary.

Mr. Garza addressed property owners who have limited means, are responsible citizens,

and those repeatedly victimized by taggers. He stated that they would not be continually

cited and that staff would work with them in cleaning up the graffiti. He noted that the

current budget approved funds to purchase surveillance cameras to identify hot spots with

consistent taggers. Police Chief McManus stated that they have made many arrests with

the cameras in place, but the program is not large enough.

Councilmember Clamp stated that he would like to move forward cautiously to allow

additional input. He added that the message to the property owner should focus on the

cleanup aspect rather than the citation. He asked of the outcomes at Municipal Court in

reference to graffiti offenders. Councilmember Rodriguez also asked staff for an update

on the effectiveness of Municipal Court Programs and Enforcement.

Councilmember Herrera requested that staff research ways to combine graffiti and zoning

issues. Councilmember Cibrian addressed the Committee on double victimization.

Councilmember Rodriguez suggested that the item be sent back to the Governance

Committee and possibly a B Session.

Councilmember Clamp moved to send the recommendations back to the Governance

Committee. Councilmember Herrera seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

4. San Antonio Flood Emergency (SAFE) Program and Flood Safety Initiatives

Presented by District ChiefNim Kidd, Emergency Management Coordinator

District Fire Chief Nim Kidd reviewed the five (5) initiatives approved by the City

Council to address Flood Safety throughout the community:

• San Antonio Flood Emergency (SAFE) System

• Emergency Notification System (ENS)

• Advanced Flood Warning System (AFWS)

• Low Water Crossing (LWC) Remediation Plane

• Water Rescue Proposition

Chief Kidd stated that the SAFE System was a life saving program. He provided

information on public awareness, SAFE routes, advanced flood warning system and the

website. He noted that the website would provide real time weather updates, alternate

SAFE routes and interactive maps. Chief Kidd spoke on the ENS and how citizens could

be notified of emergencies through technology. He spoke of the AFWS and the use of

gauges and barricades. Lastly, he referenced the 31 high priority LWC's that will

implemented over a five-year period, and the Water Rescue Proposition.
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Councilmember Cibrian stated that flooding was the number one weather emergency in

the city, and recalled tragic events of the Flood of 1998. She stressed the importance of

having an early notification warning system for flooding and spoke of the new flood

gates erected in her district and how well they are working.

Councilmember Clamp stated that the notification system was a great use of modern

technology. He asked staff to look into the issue of signage to see if there was a way to

consolidate the many signs that are on the streets.

5. Introduction of Dr. Craig Manifold, Medical Director

Presented by Charles Hood, Fire Chief

Chief Hood spoke of the need for the Fire Department to deliver quality emergency

medical services in the city. He stated that the Fire Department has become the primary

health care provider for many citizens who rely on them instead of their own doctors. He

reviewed the qualifications of the new Medical Director, Dr. Craig Manifold, and stated

that the Fire Department needed someone with progressive leadership to help develop

new programs and initiatives.

6. Consideration of items for future meetings

• Airport Police Transition

• Transportation Advisory Board

• 911 Awareness Campaign

• Pilot program for downtown cameras

• Update on cell phones in school zones

• San Antonio Crime Prevention Commission

• Crime in the Larkspur Community, District 10

7. Adjournment

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 11: 18 am.

Justiji Rodriguez, Chairm

spectfully Submitted,

Denise Luckey

Office ofthe City Clerk


