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AN ORDINANCE 20 13 - 0 2 - 0 7 - 0 082 

AUTHORIZING REVISIONS TO THE SAN ANTONIO WATER 
CONSERVATION REGULATIONS AND DROUGHT MANAGEMENT 
PLAN; AND AMENDING CHAPTER 34 (WATER AND SEWER), 
ARTICLE IV (WATER CONSERVATION AND REUSE), DIVISIONS 1,2, 
& 4 OF THE SAN ANTONIO MUNICIPAL CODE. 

* * * * * 

WHEREAS, the Edwards Aquifer is the primary source of water for approximately 1.7 million 
people in south central Texas, including the City of San Antonio; and 

WHEREAS, the Edwards Aquifer Authority (EAA) has instituted drought management 
regulations based on four "critical period" stages which are triggered when the water level in the 
Edwards Aquifer falls below certain thresholds as measured by the Index Well J-17 in San 
Antonio, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the EAA triggers for the critical period stages are as follows: (1) Stage I - 660 feet 
above mean sea level (ft msl); (2) Stage II - 650 ft msl; (3) Stage III - 640 ft msl; and (4) Stage 
IV - 630 ft msl; and 

WHEREAS, the EAA drought management regulations require permit holders eligible to 
withdrawal water from the Edwards Aquifer, including the San Antonio Water System (SAWS) 
to reduce their pumping output as follows: (1) Stage I - 20% pumping reduction; (2) Stage II -
30% pumping reduction; (3) Stage III - 35% pumping reduction; and (4) Stage IV - 40% 
pumping reduction; and 

WHEREAS, municipal drought management regulations as found in Chapter 34, Article IV, 
Division 4 of the San Antonio City Code, the triggers for drought stages and EAA permit 
reductions for the SAWS service area differ from the EAA's regulations and are as follows: 

• Stage I 
o Triggered at 660 ft msl ten day rolling average 
o 20% pumping reduction from EAA 
o Once per week irrigation on assigned days 

• Stage II 
o Triggered at 650 ft msl ten day rolling average 
o 30% pumping reduction from EAA 
o Once per week spray irrigation with reduced watering time on assigned days 
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• Stage III 
o May be triggered at 640 ft msl if supplies, demand and forecast indicate it is 

necessary 
o 35% pumping reduction from EAA 
o Spray irrigation only every other week 

• Stage IV 
o Further demand reductions triggered when analysis of supplies, demand and 

forecast indicate it is necessary 
o 40% permit reduction from EAA 
o Continuation of spray irrigation every other week 
o Application of surcharge to consumers for water usage above restricted levels 

WHEREAS, the Office of Public Utilities within the Finance Department has reviewed the 
proposed revisions to the drought management regulations and concurs with recommendations to 
change irrigation times for Stages Two - Four, allow home car washing on Saturdays and 
Sundays, pool construction requirements, extend hours of operation for public fountains with 
variance, and other amendments; and 

WHEREAS, in the process of developing the proposed amendments to the Drought 
Management Plan, SAWS staff met with several stakeholders including the Community 
Conservation Committee, Citizens Advisory Panel, Green Industry Alliance, Greater San 
Antonio Builders Association, San Antonio Real Estate Council, and held several public 
meetings; NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. The amendments to the water conservation regulations and Drought Management 
Plan found in Chapter 34 (Water and Sewer), Article IV (Water Conservation and Reuse), 
Divisions 1 (Regulated Activities), Division 2 (Water Waste Enforcement) and Division 4 
(Drought Management Plan) of the San Antonio Municipal Code attached as Exhibit A, are 
hereby approved, adopted, and incorporated into this Ordinance for all purposes. The publisher 
of the San Antonio Municipal Code is authorized to revise said provisions by adding the words 
that are underscored and deleting the words that are bracketed and struck through as they appear 
in Exhibit A. 

SECTION 2. The City Council finds that the revisions to Chapter 34 of the San Antonio 
Municipal Code are in the nature of tariff amendments to terms and conditions of water delivery 
service. 

SECTION 3. The City Council finds that the revisions to Chapter 34 of the San Antonio 
Municipal Code are in the public interest; and are fair, reasonable, and non-discriminatory. 
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SECTION 4. SA WS will provide public notice of the revisions to Chapter 34 of the San 
Antonio Municipal Code, as found in Exhibit A, within two weeks of the effective date of this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 5. The recitals set out above are fully incorporated into this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon the passage by eight (8) 
votes of the City Council and if passed upon fewer than eight (8) votes after the tenth (1oth) day 
after passage. The revisions to Chapter 34 of the San Antonio Municipal Code, as found in 
Exhibit A, will become effective on the effective date of this Ordinance. 

PASSED AND APPROVED, this i h day of February 2013. 

~ Julian Castro 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

.~~. 
MiChaelr~t~t!?;y 
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Agenda Voting Results - 4B 

Name: 4A,4B 

Date: 02/07/2013 

Time: 02:04:45 PM 

Vote Type: Motion to Approve 

Description: An Ordinance approving adjustments to the current Drought Management 
Ordinance. 

Result: Passed 

Voter Group Not Yea Nay Abstain Motion Second 
Present 

Julian Castro Mayor x 

Diego Bernal District 1 x 

Ivy R. Taylor District 2 x 

Leticia Ozuna District 3 x 

Rey Saldafia District 4 x 

David Medina Jr. District 5 x 

Ray Lopez District 6 x x 

Cris Medina District 7 x 

W. Reed Williams District 8 x x 

Elisa Chan District 9 x 

Carlton Soules District 10 x 

Name: 4A,4B 

Date: 02/07/2013 

Time: 02:04:28 PM 

Vote Type: Other: Approve a 6.4% 

Description: An Ordinance approving adjustments to the current Drought Management 
Ordinance. 

Result: Failed 

Voter Group 
Not 

Yea Nay Abstain Motion Second 
Present 

Julian Castro Mayor x 

Diego Bernal District 1 x 

http://cosaweb/agendabuilder/votingresults.aspx?ItemId=2978&Src=RFCASUB 2/812013 
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Ivy R. Taylor District 2 x 

Leticia Ozuna District 3 x 

Rey Saldafia District 4 x 

David Medina Jr. District 5 x 

Ray Lopez District 6 x 

Cris Medina District 7 x 

W. Reed Williams District 8 x 

Elisa Chan District 9 x x 

Carlton Soules District 10 x x 

http://cosaweb/agendabuilder/votingresults.aspx?Itemld=2978&Src=RFCASUB 2/8/2013 
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Chapter 34 WATER AND SEWERS* 

*Charter references: Authority of city 
to acquire and maintain property for 
water and sewer systems, § 3, par. 13(1), 
(23); powers with respect to sanitary 
sewer system, § 3, par. 10; public works 
department, § 60 et seq. 

Cross references: Buildings 
generally, § 6-1 et seq.; fire prevention, 
§ 11-1 etseq.; floodplains, § 12-1 et 
seq.; swimming pools, § 15-186 et seq.; 
standards and specifications for mobile 
home parks, § 18-61 et seq.; swimming 
in city parks, § 22-86; fishing in city 
parks, § 22-10 I; plumbing, § 24-1 et 
seq.; streets and sidewalks, § 29-1 et 
seq.; subdivisions, § 30-1 et seq.; zoning, 
§ 35-1 et seq. 
State law references: Authority of 

home rule cities to enact ordinances 
more stringent than minimum state 
standards with respect to water and 
sewage, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 
4477-1, § 23. 

Art. IV. Water Conservation and 
Reuse, §§ 34-271--34-425 

Div. 1. Regulated Activities, §§ 34-
27+~--34-286 

Div.2. Water Waste Enforcement, §§ 
34-287--34-300 
Div.3. Reserved, §§ 34-301--34-315 
Div.4. Drought Management Plan, §§ 
34-316--34-350 
Div. 5. ~Rcscrvcd, §§ 34-351--34-
425 

ARTICLE IV. WATER 
CONSERVATION AND REUSE* 

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 80574 § 14 
adopted Aug. 4, 1994, repealed fo:mer Art. 
IV, §§ 34-271--34-283, relative to liquid 
waste transportation and disposal 
regulations, which derived from Ord. No. 
64987, adopted May 7, 1987; and Ord. No. 
69740, adopted June 29,1989. Said Ord. 
No. 80574 enacted new provisions regarding 
similar subject matter which have been 
included in this chapter as Division 4 of 
Article V, § 34-511 et seq. 

DIVISION 1. REGULATED 
ACTHTITIES 

See. 34 271. DefiHiti8HS. 
As used in this article, the following tenns 
shall have the following meanings: 

Sec. 34-271. Definitions. 
As used in this Chapter 34 Article 4 
Divisions 1-4, the following terms shall 
have the following meanings: 

Advanced plan- means: 
a) As it related to athletic fields, 
submitted to and approved by SAWS, an 
irrigation schedule based on 
precipitation rates for irrigation systems 
that allows athletic fields to be irrigated 
more than one day a week. 
b) As it relates to water features, 
submitted to and approved by SAWS, 
owner certification that thc water feature 
is in good working order, to include the 
Outdoor water feature conservation plan 
and advanced monitoring methods that 
allow the operator to receive real time 
data regarding water usc. 

Agricultural irrigation means irrigation 
for the purpose of growing crops 
commercially for human consumption or 
to use as feed for livestock or poultry. 



Air conditioning ,.,'Vstem(5) means a 
mechanical system generally consIstmg 
of a compressor, thermostat and duct 
work permanently installed in a building 
for the purpose of controlling humidity 
and temperature. For the purposes of this 
division, an air conditioning system does 
not include window units. 

Athletic field means a spOlis playing 
field, the essential feature of which is 
turf grass, used primarily for organized 
spOlis for schools, professional sports, or 
sanctioned league plav. 

Automatic irrigation controller means 
a device that automatically activates and 
deactivates an irrigation system at times 
selected bv the operator. 

Automatic pool drain/ overflow system 
means the removal of pool! spa surface 
water through the use of overflows and 
surface water collection systems of 
various design and manufacture. 

Automatic pool fill means a water level 
sensing device that can control a valve to 
add make-up water to a pool, spa, or 
water feature. 

Automatic pool shut-offmeans the 
action of the automatic pool fill system 
is automatically turned off when desired 
water level is attained 

Backwash/Backwashing means the 
process of cleansing the filter medium 
and/or elements by the reverse flow of 
water through the filter. 

Base usage means the average monthly 
total water usage for the three (3) lowest 
months of November and December and 
the following January and February 
during each of the three (3) consecutive 

twelve-month periods preceding the 
commencement of the user's use of 
water. 

Basic plan -means:": 
a) As it relates to athletic fields. 
submitted to and approved by SAWS, an 
irrigation schedule for athletic fields that 
allows each athletic field at a particular 
location to be irrigated one day a week. 
bi As it relates to water features, 
submitted to and approved by SAWS, 
owner certification that the water feature 
is in good working order to including the 
Outdoor water feature conservation plan. 

Beneficial use means the amount of 
water that is economically necessary for 
a purpose not otherwise prohibited by 
the city, state or federal law or 
regulation, when reasonable intelligence 
and reasonable diligence is used m 
applying water for that purpose. 

Blowdown meter means a meter that 
tracks the amount of water discharged 
from a cooling tower system. 

Bucket means a deep, cylindrical 
container holding five (5) gallons or less, 
used singly by one person. 

Cartridge pool filter means a filter that 
utilizes a porous element that acts as a 
filter medium. 

Certified vehicle wash facility means a 
vehicle wash facility that meets the 
requirements of SAWS certified vehicle 
wash program. 

Commercial dining facility means a 
business that serves prepared food and 
beverages to be consumed on the 
premIses. 



Computer controlled irrigation system 
(CCIS) means a system comprised of a 
computer controller (digital operating 
system), software, interface modules, 
satellite field controllers, soil sensors, 
weather station, or similar devices that is 
capable of achieving maXImum 
efficiency and conservation in thc 
application of water for inigation. A 
CClS, at a minimum, should be designed 
to: 
(1) Prevent over watering, flooding, 
pooling, evaporation and run-off, and 
.aL Prohibit sprinkler system from 
applying water at an rate exceeding the 
soil holding capacity of the land under 
ilTi~~ation. 

Concentration means re-circulated 
water that has elevated levels of total 
dissolved solids as compared to the 
ori£inal make up water. 

Conductivity controller means a device 
used to measure the conductivity of total 
dissolved solids in the water of a cooling 
system and control the discharge of 
water in order to maintain efficiency. 

Conforming means a golf course that 
has a CCIS in place and is utilizing the 
system to achieve maximum 
conservation and the goals of this 
division. Confonning facilities shall 
have a conservation plan approved and 
on file with SAWS. 

Comiervation department means the 
Conservation Department of the San 
Antonio Water System. 

Cooling tower means an open water 
recirculation device that uses fans or 
natural draft to draw or force air to 
contact and cool water through the 
evaporative process. 

Dedicatory Instrument means a 
governing instrument for the 
establishment, maintenance, and 
operation of a residential subdivision, 
planned unit development, 
condominium, townhouse regime, or any 
similar planned development. Texas 
Real Property Code, Sec. 202.007(1). 

Diatomaceous earth pool filter means a 
filter that utilizes a coating of 
diatomaceous earth (DE) or other filter 
media over a porous fabric as its filter 
medium. 

Director of conservation means the 
director of the department of 
conservation of the San Antonio Water 
System. 

Drip irriJ!ation means an irrigation 
system (drip, porous pipe, etc.) that 
applies water at a predetennined 
controlled low-flow levels directly to the 
roots of the plant. 

Drought for this article is not intended 
to be limited to any meteorological 
definition of the tenn. "Drought" is 
intended to have broad meaning and 
refers to any condition, whether man
made or natural, where the available 
water supply or resources are not 
meeting the water demand, or if the 
water supply or resources are being 
depleted at a faster rate than they are 
being replenished. 

Evaporative shields means soft floating 
pads that have contact with the pool 
water surface to reduce evaporation, 
small enough and flexible enough not to 
present an entrapment or injury hazard to 
bathers. 



Evapotranspiration rate (ET 
rate) means the rate which the 
combination of evaporation from soil 
surface and transpiration from vegetation 
will occur for specific climatic 
conditions. 

Exi. .. ,ting landscaping plant means a 
landscaping plant existing after such 
period of time as to accomplish an 
establishment and maintenance of 
~vth. 

Extra-territorial jurisdiction (ET J) 

means the area adjacent to the City of 
San Antonio city limits where the City 
has regulatory control as provided for by 
the State of Texas. 

Fountain means an artificially created 
jet or sh'eam of water, a structure, often 
decorative, from which a jet or stream of 
water issues. 

Golf' course means an irrigated and 
landscaped playing area made up of 
greens, tees, fairways, roughs and related 
areas used for the playing of golf. 

Hand-held hose means a hose 
physically held by one person, fitted 
with a manual or automatic shutoff 
nozzle. 

Health care f'acilitv means any hospital, 
clinic, nursing home or other health care 
or medical research facility. 

Hose-end !<IlJrinkler means a sprinkler 
that applies water to landscape plants 
that is piped through a flexible, movable 
hose-'-. 

Household use means the use of water, 
other than uses in the outdoor category, 
for personal needs or for household 

purposes, such as drinking, bathing, 
heating, cooking, sanitation or cleaning, 
whether the use occurs in a residence or 
in a commercial or industrial facility. 

Impervious surface means any structure 
or any street, driveway, sidewalk, patio 
or other surface area covered with 
asphalt, concrete, brick, paving, tile or 
other material preventing water to 
penetrate the ground. 

Indoor water feature means any water 
feature located entirely in a conditioned 
space. 

Industrial use means the use of water 
for or in connection with commercial or 
industrial activities, including but not 
limited to, manufacturing, bottling, 
brewing, food processmg, scientific 
research and technology, recycling, 
production of concrete, asphalt, and 
cement, commercial uses of water for 
tourism, entertainment, and hotel or 
motel lodging, generation of power other 
than hydroelectric, and other business 
activities. 

Irrieation system means a system of 
fixed pipes and emitters or heads that 
apply water to landscape plants or 
turfgrass, including, but not limited to, 
in-ground and permanent irrigation 
systems. 

Irrigation system analysis means a 
zone-by-zone analysis of an irrigation 
system that, at a minimum, includes a 
review of the following elements: 
(1) Design appropriateness for current 
landscape requirements; 
(2) Irrigation spray heads and valves; 
(3) Precipitation rates expressed m 
inches per hour; 



ffi Annual maintenance plan that 
includes inigation system maintenance, 
landscape maintenance, and a basic 
summer and winter irrigation scheduling 
plan. 

meters sup12lying the irrigation svstem 
should be described or identitied on a 
maE 
thl __ LocalJo!l and \eritication or 
fUllctional rain sensor 

Irrigation su~pellsion pro}!ram 
aSP) means a program administered by 
the Edwards Aquifer Authority pursuant 
to whieh agricultural irrigators within 
the Edwards Aquifer Authority's 
boundaries voluntarily agree to suspend 
some irrigation use of the underground 
water from the Edwards Aquifer in 
consideration for payments voluntarily 
funded by ISP participants. 

Irrigation system, also referred to as an 
in-ground or permanent IrrIgation 
system, means a system with fixed pipes 
and emitters or heads the apply water to 
landscape plants. 

Lake, lagoon or pond means an 
artificially created body of fresh or salt 
water. 

Lalldscapin}! olant means any member 
of the Plant kingdom (Plantae), 
including any tree, shrub, vine, herb, 
flower, succulent, groundcover or grass 
species, that grows or has been planted 
out -of-doors. 

Landscape watering means the 
application of water to any landscaping 
plant member for growth or 
maintenance, but for purposes of this 
article does not include essential use 
without waste of water by a commercial 

landscape nursery to the extent the water 
is used for production rather than 
decorative landscaping. 

Large property means a tract of land or 
several tracts of land managed as a 
group such as commonly found in 
neighborhood common areas or medians 
and street setbacks commonly found 
associated with commercial 
development regardless of the number of 
meters or individual parcel sizes 
associated with the property that equals 
or exceeds five (5) acres in size and has 
an irrigation system covering all or a 
portion of the property. 

Large use property means any property 
that uses 1 million gallons of water or 
more for irrigation purposes in a single 
calendar year. 

Low-flow toilet means a tank toilet that 
uses one and sixth-tenths (1.6) gallons 
of water or less per flush. 

Livestock means cattle, sheep, goats, 
hogs, poultry, horses, and game, 
domestic, exotic and other animals and 
birds, including zoo animals, used for 
commercial or personal purposes. 

Livestock use means the use of water 
for drinking by or washing oflivestock. 

Maintenance level means the level of 
water in a swimming pool required for 
proper operation of circulation and filter 
equipment for the swimming pool. 

Make-up meter means a meter that 
measures the amount of water entering a 
cooling tower system. 

msl means elevation above mean sea 
level. 



Milich means any material such as bark, 
1cayes, straw or other materials left loose 
and applied to the soil surface to reduce 
evaporation. 

Multi-Family means residential 
properties consisting of more than 2 
individual dwellings 

New landscape means any contiguous 
area where new landscape plant(s) are 
installed where no other planted plants 
currently exists. A new plant(s) added to 
an existing landscape is not considered a 
new landscape for the purposes of an 
establishment variance. 

New landscaping plant means any plant 
or seed planted in or transplanted to an 
area within such period of time as to 
accomplish a reasonable establishment 
and maintenance of growth. Application 
of b'Tass seed to an existing stand of 
grass or turf is not considered new 
landscaping for the purposes of this 
chapter. 

NOll-conforming means a golf course 
that is not confonning. Non-conforming 
golf courses must follow the reduction 
measures and guidelines set forth III 

section 34-332. 

Non-potable tank means a tank 
installed to capture water generated on 
the property from rainwater, stonn 
water, cooling towers, air condition 
condensate or other process that 
generates secondary water use as maybe 
found through an industrial process with 
the intent to use that captured water 
again on site. 

NOll-residential means a property, 
facility location, or owner that is not 
residential. 

Non-residential water feature means a 
water feature associated with a non
residential facilities including but not 
limited to shopping centers, hotels, 
apartments, health care facility, schools, 
home and property owner associations, 
governmental entities 

NPDESITPDES permit holders means 
those entities that have valid state or 
federal pern1its commonly referred to as 
NPDES or TPDES [National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System/Texas 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System] 
pennits to satisfy requirements of the 
federal Clean Water Act. 

On-site reclaim water means water 
generated on the property from 
rainwater, stonn water, cooling towers, 
air condition condensate or other process 
that generates secondary water use as 
maybe found through an industrial 
process with the intent to use that 
captured water again on site. 

Organic material means orgamc 
substances in differing &tageStages of 
decay. 

Other outdoor use means the use of 
water outdoors for the maintenance, 
cleaning and washing of structure and 
mobile equipment, including 
automobiles and boats, or the washing of 
streets, driveways, sidewalks, patios and 
other similar areas. 

Outdoor water feature conservation 
plan means a plan submitted to and 
approved by the SAWS Conservation 
department that includes owner contact 



intl1rmation monthly water use, surface 
area, location, reduced hours of 
tlpcration through thc usc of timcrs, and 
certified and verified_by SA WS to be in 
good working order. 

Park means a non-residential or multi
family tract of land, other than a golf 
course, maintained by a city, private 
organization, or individual, as a place of 
beauty or public recreation and available 
for use to the general public. 

Per,..,'on means any individual, 
comoration (including a government 
corporation), organization, state or 
federal governmental subdivision or 
agency, political subdivision of a state, 
interstate agency or body, business, trust, 
partnership, limited partnership, 
association, firm, company, joint stock 
company, joint venture, commission or 
any other legal entity. 

Pervious hardscape means patios, 
pathways and other areas where firm 
footing is desired, constructed in such a 
wav that allows for water to penetrate 
the ground. Examples include flagstone 
set in sand and wood plank decks, but 
exclude concrete slab patios and 
sidewalks or pavers set with mortar and 
generally defined as impervious. 

Pervious surface means any ground 
surface that can absorb water or other 
liquids. 

Pool skimmer means a device installed 
in the pool or spa that permits the 
removal of floating debris and surface 
water to the filter. 

Pool water features means fountains, 
spray jets, waterfalls, spillways, and 
similar water aerating devices, systems, 

or arrangements. Features not used for 
the sanitizing or filtration of the pool 
water. 

Positive shut-off means a valve that is 
held in a closed position by system 
pressure until overridden by an outside 
force. 

Power production use means the use of 
water for steam generation and the use 
of water for cooling and for 
replenishment of cooling reservoirs. 

Power washer means a machine that 
uses water or a water-based product 
applied at high pressure to clean 
impervious surfaces. 

Precipitation rate means the speed at 
which a sprinkler or irrigation system 
applies water. Precipitation rates are 
measured in inches per hour or inches 
per minute. 

Prescribed hours (or sprinkling means 
the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. and midnight when the 
Aquifer Management Plan, Article IV, 
Division 4 is not in effect, and during the 
hours specified therein when the Aquifer 
Management Plan Division 4 is in effect. 

Private residential swimming 
pool means any swimming pool located 
on private property under the control of 
the homeowner, the use of which is 
limited to swimming or bathing by the 
homeowner's family or invited guests. 

Propertv address means the street 
address of a property, unless multiple 
street addresses are served by a single 
meter, in which case the mailing address 
will be used. 



Public swimming pool means any 
swimming pooL other than a private 
residential swimming pool, intended to 
be used collectively by persons for 
swimming or bathing, operated by any 
person as defined herein, whether owner, 
lessee, operator, licensee, or 
conccssionaire, regardless of whether a 
fee is charged for such use. The tern1 
includes, but is not limited to, apartment 
community pools, condominium 
association pools and community 
association pools 

Public Park means as a place of beauty 
or public recreation owned by a 
governmental entity that collects sales or 
propcliy for the property tax and 
available for use to the general public. 

Rain sen ... ·or means a functioning device 
that detects the presence of precipitation 
and automatically intclTupts an iITigation 
cycle and inhibits future irrigation cycles 
bv means l1f an adjustable reset delay. 

Recpcled water means municipal 
wastewater which has been treated to a 
quality suitable for a beneficial use In 

accordance with applicable law. 

Requestor means a person who requests 
a variance under this article. 

Residential means a single or multi
family dwelling unit containing two (2) 
or fewer family units. 

Residential landscape plan means a 
plan submitted to SAWS Conservation 
department for the purposes of seeking 
a variance to Sec 34-273(2)c and 
identifies specific plants, includes 
irrigation plans meeting all requirements 
found in Ch 34 Article 4 herein and 
TAC .. Titk 30. Part 1. Chapter 344. 

Residential water feature means a water 
feature located at a residential dwelling. 

River, stream or brook, means an 
artificially created flow of water in a 
channel or bed, as a brook, rivulet or 
small river. 

Sa11d media filter means a filter using 
sand or sand and gravel as a filter 
medium. Also known as sand filters. 

SA WS means the San Antonio Water 
System. 

Soaker hose means a flexible hose that 
is designed to slowly emit water across 
the entire length and connect directly to 
a flexible hose or spigot. Does not 
include hose that by design or use sends 
a fine spray in the air. It is not 
considered drip irrigation. 

Soil holdi11g capacity means the amount 
of moisture in the soil that can occur 
without becoming saturated. 

Spa means any sub structure associated 
with a swimming pool often described as 
a hot tub. 

Sprinkler means an emitter that applies 
water to the landscape plants in a stream 
or spray that travels through the air. 
Sprinkler irrigation can be applied by an 
irrigation system or hose-end sprayer or 
a perforated hose that sprays water in the 
aIr. 

Summer dormancy means the ability of 
turfgrass to survive without water for a 
period of sixty (60) consecutive days 
during the months of May through 
September in Bexar and the adjacent 
counties. Turfgrass with summer 



dom1ancy capabilities approved f()r use 
arc set forth in the approved plant list. 
The approved plant list, as may be 
amended from time to time, shall be 
available fi'om SA WS and located at 
www.saws.org/conservation. 

Swimming pool means any structure, 
basin, chamber, or tank including hot 
tubs, containing an artificial body of 
water for swimming, diving, or 
recreational bathing, and having a depth 
of two (2) feet or more at any point. 

TCEQ means Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. 

TDS means total dissolved solids. 

Trigger level means the mean sea level 
of the Edwards Aquifer as indicated by 
the J -17 index well and/or as defined by 
the Edwards Aquifer AuthOlity. 

Turfi!rass or turf means perennial 
ground cover plants and grasses that are 
adapted to regular mowing and foot 
traffic through management. 

Vacuum sV.')'tem means a system, often 
consisting of a pump, chamber, and 
tubes, that is used to create a vacuum for 
any of a variety of purposes, including 
but not limited to medical, dental and 
industrial applications. 

Vanishing edge pools means a water
feature detail in which water flows over 
the edge of at least one of the pool walls 
and is collected in a catch basin. Also 
know as negative edge pools. 

Variance administrator means staff 
person 111 the department of 
Conservation responsible for 

administering and hearing varIance 
requests under this article. 

Vegetable gardell means any non
commercial vegetable garden planted 
primarily for household use; "non
commercial" includes incidental direct 
selling of produce from such a vegetable 
garden to the public. 

Vehicle wash facility. A permanently
located business that washes vehicles 
with water or water-based product, 
including but not limited to self-service 
car washes, full-service car washes, roll
over/in-bay style car washes, and fleet 
maintenance wash facilities. 

Vehicle wash fUlldraiser means any 
special-purpose vehicle wash event for 
which a fee is charged or donation 
accepted. 

Waste mealls water used without 
obtaining maximum beneficial use 
thereof. Waste shall also include, but not 
be limited to, causing, suffering, or 
permitting a flow of water used for 
landscape watering to run into any river, 
creek or other natural water course or 
drain, superficial or underground 
channel, bayou, or unto any sanitary or 
storm sewer, any street, road or highway 
or other impervious surface, or upon the 
lands of another person or upon public 
lands. Waste shall also include, but not 
be limited to, any discharge of water 
used for commercial, industrial, 
municipal or domestic purposes to any 
stonn, sanitary sewer, or septic system 
without the user first having obtained 
maximum beneficial use thereof. Waste 
shall also include, but not be limited to, 
failure to repair any controllable leak on 
property located within the San Antonio 
city limits or a water or waste water 



customer of SA WS located in the City of 
San Antonio ETJ. 

Jflater means and includes, but not be 
limited to, potable water supplied by a 
water purveyor, potable water 
withdrawn from any groundwater welL 
surface water £i'om any river, creek, 
natural watercourse, pond. lake or 
reservoir, and recycled water supplied by 
a water purveyor. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1. 7-27-00; Ord. No. 
92503, § 1. 9-14-00) 

Water conservation plan means a 
wlitten document that must include 
proof of irrigation efficiency of sixty 
(60) percent or greater and demonstrate 
specific measures to be taken to reduce 
consumption to meet the reduction goal 
established for each 5tageStage as 
described in Division 4. A plan includes 
plant material, precipitation rates and 
ilTigation schedules with run times. 
SA WS Conservation department may, 
on a case by case basis, waive the 
requirements for irrigation efficiency 
and/or submission of a water 
conservation plan. 

Water feature means an artificially 
created body of water for aesthetic use 
including but not limited to fountains, 
waterfalls, ponds, lagoons, rivers, 
streams. and brooks as further defined 
herein. 

Water flow restrictor means an orifice 
or other device through which water 
passes at a restricted rate. 

'Vater holding capacitr means the 
amount \)1' moisture in the soi! that can 
occur without beeomin£ saturated. 

Water utility use means water used for 
withdrawal, treatment, remediation, 
transmission and distribution by the 
water utility. 

Waterfall means an artificially created 
steep descent of water from a height, 
cascade. 

Watering day means a day designated 
for landscape watering limited to the 
standard 24-hour period of 12:00 a.m. to 
midnight. Thus, if it is Stage I and 
Wednesday is a designated watering day, 
the period of time referenced is 
Wednesday morning between 12:01 a.m. 
to 10:00 a.m., and Wednesday evening 
between 8:00 p.m. and midnight. 

Wildlife habitat water feature means an 
established aquatic wildlife habitat that 
has actively sustained a variety of 
wildlife in a deliberative, inclusive 
ecosystem including plant material in 
and around the water, and fish in the 
water. 

Xeriscape means a landscape consisting 
of a maximum of fifty (50) percent 
turfgrass, with the remaining percentage 
of landscape incorporating low water use 
plants and/or pervious hardscape. The 
approved plant list, as may be amended 
from time to time, shall be available 
from SAWS Conservation department 
and located at 
www.saws.org/conservation. 

Zonal irrigation system means an 
irrigation system which segregates by 
station areas of shrubs, ground cover, 
bedding plants, and turf to accommodate 
a diversity of watering requirements. 
Card. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § l(Exh. 
A), 2-8-07) 



means a bw;iness that Gcrvcs prepared food 
aR€- beverages to be consumed on the 
premwes. 

Ctmcelltration means re circulated water 
that- has elevated leyels of total dissolyed 
Jolids as compared to the original make up 
wafer:-

means the 
Con3ervation Department of the San 
Antonio 'Nater SyMem. 

Conductivity contreller means a deyice 
used to meaSHre the conductiyity of total 
dissolved solids in the water of a cooling 
Gystem and control the discharge of water in 
order to maintain efficiency. 

Cooling tower means an open 'NateI' 
recirculation device that uses fans or natural 
draft to £Ira'"" or force air to contact and cool 
Wl'.ter through the evaporative process. 

Diroctor ~fcon.'ierwltien means the director 
of the department of conservation of the San 
Antonio Water System. 

impCI'MeHS st:tl'fitee meaRS patios, patlnvays 
and other areas where firm footing is 
Eiestred, constructed in such a 'Nay that does 
ttffi- allow water to penetrate the ground. 
Examples include but are not limited to 
concrete slab patios, sidewalks and 
driveways, asphalt streets or pavers set with 
mortar. 

Irrigati(m ,,,],slem means a system "vi~h 

fixed pipes and emittem or heads that apply 
water to landscape plants or turfgrass, 
including, but not limited to, in ground and 
permanent irrigation s)'Gtems. 

Irrigatioll system analysis meaRS a zone 
by zone analysili of an irrigation system that, 
at a minimum, includes a review of the 
following elements: 

(1) Design appropriateness for current 
landscape requirements; 
(2) liTigation spray heads and valves; 
(3) Precipitation rates expressed in inches 
per hour; 
(4) Annual maintenance plan that inoludes 
irrigation system maintenaRo@, landsoape 
maintenanoe, and a basio summer and winter 
irrigation soheduling plan. 

LRrge propeFty means a tract of land or 
several tracts of land managed as a group 
such as commonly found in neighborhood 
common areas or medians and street 
s@tbacks oommonly found associated 'Nith 
commercial development regardless of the 
number of meters or individual parcel sizes 
associated 'V/ith the property that equals or 
exceeds five (5) acres in size and has an 
irrigation system oovering all or a portion of 
the property. 

Large lise pY6fJeFty means any property that 
uses in 1 lnillion gallons of "'later or more 
for irrigation purposes in a single calendar 
year-: 
Low fhny t8ilet means a tank toilet that uses 
one and siJ(th tenths (1.6) gallons or less of 
..vater per flush. 

Mttke up mete,. means a meter that 
measures the amount of ',vater entering a 
cooling tower system. 

NPDES/TPJ)ES panfit holders means 
those entities that have valid state or federal 
permits commonly refened to as l>WDES or 
TPDES [National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System/Texas Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System] permits to 
satisfy requirements of the federal Clean 
\-Vater Act. 

Pen;oll means any individual, eorporation 
(induding a government oorporation), 
organization, state or federal governmental 
subdivision or agenoy, political subdivision 
of a state, interstate agency or body, 
business, trust, partnership, limited 
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~·ious hardscapo. The approved low '<vater 
use plant list. as may be amended from time 
to time, shall he available from SA\VS and 
located at www.saws.org/conservation. 

Mn(J/ irrig(JH91l sys1enl means an inigation 
~;ystt::lm that segregates by station areas of 
shrubs, ground cover, bedding plants, and 
H±rf.to accommodate a diversity of watering 
requirement:;. 
(Onl. No. I 00322, ~ 1 (Alt. A), I 20 05) 
DIVISION I. REGLLATED 
ACTIVITIES 

Sec. 34-272. Activities to be regulated 
on and after effective dates. 

The following activities shall be regulated in 
the manner set out herein on and after the 
respective dates indicated in the sections and 
subsections. A person affected by such 
regulations may request a variance in the 
manner set out in section 34-27~+. A 
violation of this section and subsections 
shall be subject to the enforcement 
provisions set out in section 34-271&. It shall 
be and is hereby declared unlawful for any 
person to violate, refuse or fail to implement 
the requirements of this division. 

\ 1 ) Prescribed hours (or sprinkling. 
Sn..rinkling with an irrigation system or hose 
~.n.<;L..illIinklcr is allowed between the hours 
\2D 1:01 3.111. and 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
;lll(tmidnight when Artlcic IV, Division 4 is 
'.1\)1 ill effect. 

(+J.) Power washers. 
a. Effective January 1, 2006, a person who 
uses a power washer in any commercial 
manner or for compensation shall register 
with the director of conservation, and obtain 
a certificate for such use. 
h. Exempted from this requirement are 
persons who use power washers for personal 
use at their own home and homebuilders 
who are perfonning a one-time clean up at a 
newly constructed house. 
c. Holders of NPDES/TPDES pennits are 
deemed certified. 

Comment. This comment does not have 
force of law, but is offered for clarification 
only. The intent of this registration protocol 
is to complement and make effective 
mandates necessary to critical period 
conservation rules found elsewhere in this 
Code. The conservation rules in question are 
intended to prevent water waste under 
certain circumstances when critical periods 
are observed. Examples of persons subject 
to year round registration are those hired, 
employed or contracted to clean sidewalks, 
parking lots, commercial/public buildings 
and other impervious areas associated with 
commercial or domestic properties; 
professional painters; businesses using their 
own in-house power washers such as chain 
stores, grocery stores, and any other entity, 
public or private. 

(2) Vehicle wash fundraisers. Effective 
March 1, 2005, any vehicle wash fundraiser 
shall be conducted at a vehicle wash facility 
using such facility's equipment. 
(Ord. No.1 00322, § 1 (Att. A), 1-20-05) 

Sec. 34-273. Activities to be regulated 
on and after January 1, 2006. 

Except as provided by a specific and 
alternative application date, particularly 
systems analysis, the following activities 
shall be regulated in the manner set out 
herein on and after January 1, 2006. A 
person affected by such regulations may 
request a variance in the manner set out in 
section 34-277. A violation of this section 
and subsections shall be subject to the 
enforcement provisions set out in section 34-
278. It shall be and is hereby declared 
unlawful for any person to violate, refuse or 
fail to implement the requirements of this 
division. 

(1) Minimum irrigation area and flow 
direction. Newly installed irrigation 
systems using pop-up spray or rotor 



technology shall not be used in landscaped 
areas which have both: 
a. Dimensions less than five (5) feet in 
length and/or width; and, 
b. [mpervious pedestrian or vehicular 
trafJic surfaces along two (2) or more 
perimeters. 

Gl,Pop-up Spl'll}'s. Where pop-up sprays 
and rotor heads are allowed in newly 
installed irrigation systems:-t-I-tt,,>y: 
a. IhcLMmust direct flow away from any 
adjacent impervious surface; and 
b. Shall not be placed within four (4) 
inches from an impervious surface~~idnd 
c.--Jrrigation systems newly installed after 
Ianu!:If\~L_~(UQjn single family residential 
dwellings may not cover more than 10,000 
square feet of landscape with spray or rotor 
irrigation heads. The use of drip irrigation 
or micro-sprays may be used to expand the 
coverage size upon approval of the 
residential landscape plan by SAWS. 

(~:l) Annual irrigation system analysis for 
athletic fields, golf courses, large use and 
large properties. 
a. An annual irrigation system analysis 
shall be required for all athletic fields, golf 
courses, large use and large properties and 
shall be submitted in writing to the .san 
Antonio \1/ ater gystem-.:SA WS Conservation 
Department on or before May 1 st of each 
year. Golf courses, athletic fields, and large 
properties that meet the definition of large 
use and large use properties regardless of 
size including residential properties must 
have a licensed irrigator sign~ff on the 
annual lmgation system analysis __ ~2 
dQ~umcnt that the svstem does not hav~ 
ongoing leaks, that anv leaks found in the 
~UUlse of the audit han: been repaired and 
that its operation does !lot resllit in water 
Ilasl~. Golf courses, Qther than those 
utilizing recycled water for irrigation in 
accordance with an agreement with SA WS, 
shall comply with residential irrigation 
requirements on areas other than tee boxes, 
fairways and greens. 
b. Municipal tenants and lessees of golf 

courses, sports and athletic playing fields, 

and any other municipally owned properties, 
shall be responsible for compliance with this 
section and subsection. ~ SAWS shall 
look directly to such tenants and lessees for 
compliance unless the municipality 
concedes by contractual agreement with the 
tenant/lessee to assume the tenant/lessee's 
responsibility for compliance. 

(3) Cooling towers. Effective January 1, 
2006: 
a. Cooling towers, not utilizing recycled 
water, shall operate a minimum of four (4) 
cycles of concentration. 
b. Newly constructed cooling towers shall 
be operated with conductivity controllers, as 
well as make-up and blowdown meters. 
c. Cooling tower owners of existing cooling 
towers shall register their cooling tower with 
the SAWS Conservation department by May 
1 2013. New cooling towers shall be 
registered with the SAWS Conservation 
Department prior to the start of operation. 

(4) Ice machines. Newly installed ice 
machines shall not be single pass water
cooled. 

(5) Commercial 
facilities. Commercial dining 
shall: 
a. Serve water only upon request. 

dining 
facilities 

b. Utilize positive shut-offs for hand-held 
dish-rinsing wands. 
c. Utilize water flow restrictors for all 
garbage disposals. 

(6) Vehicle wash facilities. 
a. Vehicle wash facilities, commencing 
operation on or after January I, 2006, using 
conveyorized, touchless, andlor rollover in
bay technology shall reuse a minimum of 
fifty (50) percent of water from previous 
vehicle rinses in subsequent washes. 
b. V chicle wash facilities, commencing 
operation on or after January 1, 2006, using 
reverse osmosis to produce water rinse with 
a lower mineral content, shall incorporate 
the unused concentrate m subsequent 

vehicle washes. 



c. Regardless of date of operation 
commencement, self-service spray wands 
used shall emit no more than three (3) 
gallons of water per minute. 
d. V chicle wash facilities shall utilize self 
service. rollover in-bay or conveyor washing 
technology with catchment systems and oil
water separators that are intended to treat 
wastewater prior to enteling the sanitary 
sewer. Such systems shall be designed and 
maintained to prevent runoff into streets, 
storm drains and/or local creeks and 
tributaries. 

(7) Vacuum systems. Vacuum systems 
shall not be water-cooled with single-pass 
potable water when alternative systems are 
available. 

(8) Certain Plumbing Fixtures. 
When installing certain plumbing fixtures 
on or after January 1, 2010; gravity flush 
toilets, bathroom aerators, showerheads, 
urinals; in any location, residential, 
commercial, industrial, or institutional, the 
fixtures will meet or exceed the following 
performance standards; and where the 
Environmental Protection Agency has 
accepted that specific plumbing fixtures by 
make and model, meet or exceed the 
WaterSense standards, such fixtures 
installed will be from the most current 
listing available at the time of installation: 
a. Gravity flush toilets shall have a 
maximum average water use of no more 
than 1.28 gallons per t1ush. 
b. Faucet aerators for bathrooms shall have a 
maximum water flow of 1.5 gallons per 
minute. 
c. Showerheads shall have a maximum 
water flow of 2.0 gallons per minute. All 
associated valves must be appropriate to the 
t1ows. 
d. Urinals shall have a maximum water use 
of 0.5 gallons per t1ush. 

(9) Coin Operated Washing Machines. 
~._~\ll llCWiy installed. leased or releasee! 
('(lie/card operated \\'ashing machines. 
incl:Jdin!! but nut limited 10 those that might 

be f(Xllld in laundrv-mats, apa11ment houses, 
dorms or communal use situations shall bc 
selected from Consortium for EncHry 
E1Tieiencv (CEE) that meet or cxeeed lhe 
mosl current highest water and energv 
standards as detennined by the CRE. 
b. In anv case all coin/card operated 
washing machines must meet or exceed the 
most CLltTent highest water and energy 
standards as determined by the CEE, by 
January 1. 2020. 

/\11 HEP,vly in~;tal1ed coin operated vt'tlDhing 
machines. including hut not limited to those 
that might be found in laundry mats, 
apartment houses, dORns or comnmnal use 
situations tJhun be selected from Connortiul11 
for Energy Effieiency (CEE) that meet or 
exceed the most eurrent Tier 2 water and 
energy utandard~, as determined by the CEE. 

(10) Hot W!fater b[ines. 
Buildings without a dedicated hot-water 
return lines with runs exceeding 20 feet 
between the heating element and the end use 
fixture shall be insulated with R-4 sleeve 
insulation. 

(11) Pool construction requirements on or 
after May 1, 2013. 
a. Private residential swimming pools shall 

not be installed with sand media filters. 
b. Pool water features installed with public 

swimming pools or private residential 
swimming pools must be designed so that 
the water feature can be turned off without 
affecting the filtering capabilities of the 
pool. 
c. Pools with shared water between the pool 
and a spa shall be designed so that water can 
be shared without the necessity of an above 
ground water feature that cannot be turned 
off. If a water feature between the spa and 
the pool exists, the default setting will be for 
it to be turned off. 
d. Automatic pool fill features must be 
designed so that they mav be turned off in 
both public swimming pools and private 
residential swimming pools. 
e. Automatic pool fill features must include 

an automatic pool shut-otT feature. 



such. Jl .. W,!y_,l3:> .... .K' __ . mmnmzc .-lvatq: 
~;~s~~~1ption The range of allowable water 
\vithin the skimmer till range should alIO\\ 
[or several inches of evaporative loss prior 
to filling. 
i. A 11 residential swimming pools shall have 
a hose end timer installed at the nearest hose 
bib location. In addition, a hose bib back-. 
flow prevention device will be connected to 
the hose bib fixture nearest to the pool. 
iJ~]QL_\,;.QIllpallics that provide installation 

iuri~clicli(~l ... -'Jr this code must provide in 
\\Tit'lU! to evel-,' customer specific 
i~ro::;;;ti~m. on maintenance requirements. 
tilal-incl;;Zl~ .;; empha5is on preventative 
mea~~-~--ii:)l· keeping pool water qualitv 
hi gh and alternatives to draining pools to 
COlTt.~ct water quality problems unless 
draining is needed for physical repair. 

(12) Non-potable tank registration. 
a, All non-residential non-potable lank 
owners shall register tanks if combined 
~torage on ,! single propertv is over 5000 
L!:allons or there is potable water back-up. 
with the SAWS Conservation depmiment by 
\1a\ 
I. 21) 13 or prior to the start of operation if 
installed after Mav I, 2013. Tanks thai arc 
]It il ized J.!l.im:!llstlial pr~)ccssing are exempt 
Cgllllihis r:.Qguir~Jl1ent. 

h. All re,;idtentJ;t1 non-potable tank owner~ 
-'.l:illi potat21e water hack-up, or ill excess 01 
1 000 gallon~ in size shall re!Zister their tanks 
with the SAWS Conser\' alion department bv 
Vlav 1. 7013 or plior to the start of operation 
Tf;;stalled after Mav 1, 2013. 

i 13) lVon-residel1tial J-flater Features. 
'\oll-residential water features installed after 
\'lav !, 20U arc reCJuir~L to be separately 

metered or sub-metered. 

(Ord, No.1 00322, § 1 (Att. A), 1-20-05) 

Sec. 34-274. Other activities to be 
regulated on and after January 1, 
2006. 

The following activities shall be regulated in 
the manner set out herein on and after 
January 1, 2006. A person affected by such 
regulations may request a variance in the 
manner set out in section 34-27+~, A 
violation of this section and subsections 
shall be subject to enforcement provisions 
set out in section 34-27&1. It shall be and is 
hereby declared unlawful for any person to 
violate, refuse or fail to implement the 
requirements of this division. 

(1) Condensate collection. Ne,:ly 
constructed commercial buildings installmg 
air conditioning systems on and after 
January 1, 2006, shall have a single and 
independent condensate wastewater line to 
collect condensate wastewater to provide for 
future utilization as: 
a. Process water and cooling tower make
up, and/or 
b. Landscape irrigation water. Condensate 
waGtevialer shall not be allowed to drain into 
a stonn sewer, roof drain oyerflov,' piping 
s)'tnem public way or impeRious surface. 
c. Any other beneficial on-site use. 
d. Condensate wastewater shall not be 
allowed to drain into a storm sewer, roof 
drain overflow piping system, public way, or 
impervious surface. 

(2) Rain sensors. Effective January, 1, 
2006, rain sensors shall be installed and 
maintained in good working order on all 
irrigation systems equipped with automatic 
irrigation controllers. 
(Ord, No. 100322, § 1 (Att. A), 1-20-05) 

Sec. 34-275. Landscaping regulations 
generally applicable on and after 
January 1, 2006. 



Except as specifically provided with 
alternative effective dates, persons affected 
by the regulations set out herein below shall 
comply on and after January I, 2006, and 
may request a variance to such regulations 
in the manner set out in section 34-27+2. A 
violation of this section and subsections 
shall be subject to the enforcement 
provisions set out in section 34-27&1. It shall 
be and is hereby declared unlawful for any 
person to violate, refuse or fail to implement 
the requirements of this division. 

(1) Xeriscape option. Effective January I, 
2006, homebuilders and/or developers 
subdividing lots and/or constructing new 
single family residential homes shall offer a 
xeriscape option in any series of landscaping 
options offered to prospective home buyers. 

(2) Model. Effective January 1, 2006, 
homebuilders and/or developers who 
construct model homes for a designated 
subdivision shall have at least one model 
home per subdivision landscaped according 
to a xeriscape design. 

(3) Zonal system. In-ground irrigation 
systems installed on and after January 1, 
2006, shall be zonal irrigation systems. 

(4) Turfgrass soil support. 
a. Turfgrass installed during or associated 
with new construction on and after January 
I, 2006, shall have a minimum of four (4) 
inches of soil under the turfgrass. 
b. Drainage utility projects, water and 
power utility projects, public property 
maintenance or repair, and those 
governmental activities necessary to 
NPDES/TPDES compliance with federal or 
state rules and regulations implementing the 
federal Clean Water Act; or governmental 
actions to comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, shall not be deemed new 
construction for purposes of this subsection. 

(5) Turfgrass dormancy 
qualities. Turfgrass installed after January 
I , 2007, shall have summer dormancy 

capabilities. ;~_-.!:eqUlrement to irrigate 

turfgrass that has :?ummcr dormancy 
capabilities is not allowed. 

(6) Irrigation system use, setting and 
schedule recommendations. 
All irrigators installing irrigation systems 
permitted by the City of San Antonio or on 
property subject to this article shall provide 
to the irrigation system owner in writing a 
recommended seasonal irrigation schedule 
and instructions on how to use the irrigation 
system and set the controller. Seasonal 
schedules provided will be approved by 
SAWS Conservation Director or designee. 
The schedule will be affixed to the irrigation 
controller or an adjacent wall. 

(7) H.e()uired City of San Antonio 
Irrigation Permits. 
a. Where- irrigation permits are required by 
the Citv of San Antonio. it is the 
responsibility of the licensed inigator to 
ensure permits are secured. Failure to secure 
and pay for a permit as required for 
irrigation work is subject to penalties as 
described in Sec. 34-277 in addition to 
penalties that may be assessed under the 
City of San Antonio Unified Development 
Code. 

b. If an inigation systcm is found to be 
installed bv an unlicensed individual or 
company. other than a homeowner working 
on his or her own residence. an additional 
violation may be issued under Sec. 34-277 
in addition to penalties that may be assessed 
under the City of San Antonio Unified 
Development Code. 
c. Failure to properly supervise installation 
of irrigation work by an on-site licensed 
inigator or licensed irrigation technician is 
subject to penalties as desclibed in Sec 34-
277 in addition to penalties that may be 
assessed under the City of San Antonio 
Unified Development Code. 

(8) Dedicatorv Instruments. 
a. A dedicatory instrument may not require 
the installation of an irrigation system. 

h. A dedicatory instrument may not 



require turfgr(ls~ to be plantedorjrril!atccL 

Legal comment. This comment does not 
have force of law, but is provided here for 
informational purposes only. The Texas 
Property Code, Chapter 202, Section 
202.001, et. seq., entitled "Certain 
Restrictive Covenants," reflects a growing 
public interest in water conservation and its 
rela1ionship to the public health, safety, and 
welfare. 

Texas Property Code, Chapter 202, Section 
202.007, provides that a property owners 
association may not include or enforce a 
provision in a dedicatory instrument that 
prohibits or restricts a property owner from 
implementing certain efficient irrigation 
systems, including underground drip or 
other drip systems. Any dedicatory 
instrument provision, attempting to restrict a 
property owner from installing such efficient 
systems, is void. Therefore, such 
restlictions, running counter to certain 
conservation efforts, cannot be enforced. 
Texas Real Property Code, Sec. 
202.007(b).Added by Acts 2003, 78 
Ih Legislature, chapter 1024, § 1, Effective, 
SepTember 1, 2003. 

As used within the Texas Property Code, 
"dedicatory instrument" means a governing 
instrument for the establishment, 
maintenance, and operation of a residential 
subdivision, planned unit development, 
condominium, townhouse regime, or any 
similar planned development. Texas Real 
Property Code, Sec. 202.007(1). 

The Texas Property Code also allows that a 
property owners' association may restrict the 
type of turf used by a property owner in the 
planting of new turf [in the future] in order 
to encourage or require water conserving 
turf. 

According to the Texas Property Code, 
property owners' associations may regulate, 
by dedicatory instrument or other legal 
means, installation of efficient irrigation 

systems, including establishing visibility 
limitations for aesthetic purposes. 

The SAWS endorses and advocates the use 
of dedicatory instruments and other legal 
obligations among private parties which 
understandings may support and promote a 
culture of water conservation. 
(Ord. No.1 00322, § 1 (Att. A), 1-20-05) 

Sec. 34-276. Variances. 
The authority to grant a variance and an 
appeal from such variance to the provisions 
of this division, is hereby delegated to the 
San Antonio Water System in the manner 
described herein. A determination by the 
San Antonio Water System pursuant to this 
section shall be deemed final for purposes of 
appeal. Appeal procedures are detailed 
below. 

(1) Variance. A person who is affected by 
these provisions may seek a variance in the 
manner set out herein. A person shall 
request a variance within thirty (30) days of 
the date a provision becomes apparently 
applicable to that person's activities and/or 
properties. For example, a person will have 
standing to seek a variance within thirty (30) 
days following receipt of a formal (citation) 
or informal notice of violation; prior to a 
notice of violation; or at the discretion of the 
variance administrator when, in the 
administrator's judgment, to deny standing 
to pursue a variance would clearly deny the 
applicant an opportunity to have justice and 
equity done for the applicant's case. In the 
latter situation, for purposes of justice and 
equity, the standard for allowing a variance 
application to be heard or considered are the 
common notions of rightness and fair play. 

(2) Time, date, place. A person seeking a 
variance under these provisions shall make 
such request in writing to the conservation 
department. Such request shall be reviewed 
by the variance administrator. If the 
application, on its face, warrants a variance, 
the administrator may grant the request 
without hearing. Otherwise, the 
administrator shall review such request 



within thirty (30) days of receipt and shall 
inform the requestor in writing of the time, 
date and place for variance hearing, if 
necessary. 

(3) Representation and notice of SA WS' 
rc!>.ponse, first hearing. The requestor may 
be represented by a duly authorized 
representative and may introduce such 
evidence as the requestor believes to be 
relevant. The administrator and appropriate 
conservation department personnel shall 
hcar the request. The requestor shall receive 
written notification by the administrator 
within thirty (30) days of the date of the 
hearing whether such variance is granted or 
denied. 

(4) Appeal. In the event the vanance IS 

granted, the decision of the administrator 
shall be final. Should the variance be denied, 
however, the requestor shall have ten (10) 
days from receipt of the denial of the 
variance to seek an appeal in writing. Within 
thirty (30) days of the written request for an 
appeal from the denial of a variance, the 
director shall hear the appeal. The requestor 
shall be informed in writing of the time, date 
and place where such appeal shall be heard. 
The requestor and/or his authorized 
representatives may present evidence to the 
director why such appeal should be granted. 
The director shall inform the requestor 
within thirty (30) days of the date of the 
hearing of the appeal whether the appeal has 
been granted or denied. The determination 
of the director shall be final and shall be in 
writing. If a judicial appeal is pursued, 
applicant must take such appeal to district 
court or other court of competent 
jurisdiction within thirty (30) days of the 
director's final determination, which further 
appeal shall be pursued under appropriate 
standards of the substantial evidence rule. 

(5) Variance qualifications. Variances to 
the regulated activities in this division I may 
be issued through the department of 
conservation's variance administrator 
provided that the general intent of this 

division has been met, and compliance with 

a.6.rticle IV, EiDivision 1, is proven to be 
impracticable to accomplish and to cause 
unnecessary hardship. The criteria to 
determine hardship shall include, but not be 
limited to, a showing of level of capital 
outlay and technical complexity in relation 
to conservation benefit to be derived, and 
time and effort required to accomplish 
compliance with this division. 

(6) Specific criteria to be used for the 
granting of variances. The SAWS director 
of conservation shall also develop specific 
criteria to be used for the granting of 
variances from the provisions of this 
division, which are appropriate to the 
provision for which a variance is being 
sought. Such criteria shall be applied equally 
to each request for variance under a 
particular provision. A requestor shall be 
furnished with the criteria to be utilized by 
the administrator and/or director prior to 
his/her variance application and/or appeal 
being heard. 
(Ord. No. 100322, § I (Att. A), 1-20-05) 

Sec. 34-277. Enforcement. 

(a) The president/CEO or his designee of 
the San Antonio Water System is hereby 
authorized to enforce this division in the 
manner and to the extent allowed by law, 
including, but not limited to, filing 
complaints with the city municipal 
prosecutor's office for such violations, 
serving notices of violations of this division~ 
and filing civil enforcement actions. Such 
authorization does not diminish the city 
attorney's authority in regard to enforcement 
of ehhapter 34 provisions. 

(b) Presumption and exception. For 
purposes of this division, it shall be 
presumed that the person, in whose name a 
water meter connection is registered with the 
water purveyor servicing the property, is the 
responsible party who has made, caused, 
allowed, or permitted a violation of the 
proVISIons of this division unless an 
alternate person is designated bv the named 
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there is no meter in which case the property 
owner is presumed the responsible party., 
Proof that the particular premises had a 
water meter connection registered in the 
name of the defendant cited in a criminal 
complaint tiled pursuant to this division 
shall or a property owner constitute a prima 
facie presumption that the defendant is a 
person who made, caused, allowed or 
permitted a violation pursuant to the 
provisions of this division. [Exception to 
this presumption is found in subsection 34-
273(2), wherein a city, whose premises are 
used by a tenant/lessee, is generally not 
responsible for the tenant/lessee's 
compliance. In such cases the tenant/lessee 
of the city is responsible for compliance and 
the city shall have no duty to enforce against 
the tenant/lessee except to the extent the 
city's municipal courts may be fully utilized 
by the SAWS enforcement officers or other 
duly authorized governmental personnel 
charged with enforcement duties.] 

(c) The president/CEO or his or her 
designee is authorized and instructed to 
commence any action, in law or in equity, 
including the filing of criminal charges, 
deemed necessary for the purpose of 
enforcing this division. The San Antonio 
Water System president/CEO or the 
designee may seek civil penalties, as may be 
allowed by statute, and any other legal or 
equitable relief available under common 
law. Chapter 54 of the Texas Local 
Government Code as it may be amended to 
address the subject matter of this division, or 
any other applicable city, state or federal 
code or statute. 

(d) Criminal. Any person violating any 
provision of this ElJlivision 1 of al\rticle IV 
shall be guilty of a class C misdemeanor and 
upon citation and conviction, shall be 
pUl11shed by a fine not less than fifty dollars 
($50.00) and not more than one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) for the first offense; a fine 
not less than two hundred and fifty dollars 

($250.00) and not more than five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) for the second offense; a 
fine of not less than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) and not more than two thousand 
dollars ($2,000) for the third and additional 
offenses. Each violation of a particular 
section of this division shall constitute a 
separate offense, and each day an offense 
continues shall be considered a new 
violation for purposes of enforcing this 
division. 

(e) Civil. Civil penalties, imposed by 
courts of competent jurisdiction in civil 
actions for violations of this division, may 
also be assessed as may be allowed by 
applicable state law in any amount to be 
authorized by the state. Under Chapter 54 of 
the Texas Local Government Code, the 
SAWS and the office of the city attorney 
may presently pursue civil enforcement for 
injunctive relief and the imposition of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per day civil 
penalties appropriately imposed by the 
Court. This statutory remedy is in addition 
to the city's common law right to bring civil 
actions for injunctive relief to stop harmful 
acts, independent of authority found in the 
Texas Local Government Code. 

(f) If, for any reason, any section, sentence, 
clause or part of this division is held legally 
invalid, such judgment shall not prejudice, 
affect, impair or invalidate the remaining 
sections of this division, but shall be 
confined to the specific section, sentence, 
clause, or part of this division held legally 
invalid. 
(Ord. No. 100322, § 1 (Att. A), 1-20-05) 
Secs. 34-278--34-286. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. WATER WASTE 
ENFORCEMENT* 

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 
adopted July 27,2000, amended Div. 2 in 
it's entirety, in effect repealing and 
reenacting said division to read as herein 
setout. The former Div. 2, §§ 34-287-34-



300 pertained to wasting water and derived 
from Ord. No. 17390, §§ 1-8, adopted March 
20, 1952; Ord. No. 17692, § 1, adopted May 
29, 1952; Code 1959, §§41-30--41-36; Ord. 
No. 80574, § 7, adopted Aug. 4, 1994; Ord. 
No. 83703, § 1, adopted Feb. 29, 1996. 

Sec. 34-287. Reserved Definitions. 
As used in this article, the follmving terms 
shall haye the following meanings: 

BCllefieiRI Uti£'. The amount of water that is 
economically necessary for a purpose not 
other.vise prohibited by the city, state or 
federal law or regulation, when reasonable 
intelligence and reasonable diligence is used 
in applying water for that purpose. 

lmperwof(!)' ,'iIH:{Rce RreR. Any structure or 
any [,treet driveway, sidewalk, patio or 
other lmrface area covered with asphalt, 
concrete, blick, paving, tile or other material 
preventing water to penetrate the ground. 

Ltllul!)'ctlpe 1I'Rlering. \Vater to any member 
o[tlle plant kingdom, including any tree, 
shrub, vine, herb, flov;er, succulent, 
groundcover, grass or turf species, that is 
grmving or fias been planted out of doors. 

,verse". Any individual, corporation 
(including a govefRment corporation), 
organization, state or federal governmental 
llubdivision or agency, political subdivision 
of a state, interstate agency or body, 
business, trutit, partnership, limited 
partnership, association, firm, company, 
joint stock company, joint venture, 
commission or any other legal entity. 

Dr£'"'crih£'rl'UJHr' Fn' ';pri"fHing Bet"'een i. S "v.), ,J •• • n 

the hours of 12:00 a.m. and lO:OO a.m. and 
11:00 p.m. and midnight when the Aquifer 
Management Plan, Article IV, Division 4 is 
not in effect, and during the hours specified 
therein ',."hen the Aquifer Management Plan 
ill in effect. 

SA WS. San Antonio \llater System. 

W~ste. ')later ~ without obtaining 
mmdmum beneficial use thereof. 'Naste 
shall also include, but not be limited to, 
causing, suffering, or pernlitting a now of 
water used for landscape watering to run 
into any river, creek or other natural water 
course or drain, superficial or underground 
channel, bayou, or unto any sanitary or 
storm seVier, any street, road or highway or 
other impervious surface area, or upon the 
lands of another person or upon public 
lands. '.Vaste shall also include, but not be 
limited to, any discharge of ';1later used for 
commercial, industrial, municipal or 
domestic purposes to any storm, sanitary 
seVier, or septic system without the user first 
having obtained maxiR'Him beneficial use 
thereof. \Vaste shall also include, but not be 
limited to, failure to repair any controllable 
leak on property owned by any registered 
meter holder. 

WRtef'. Include, but not be limited to 
potable "yater supplied by a water puryeyor, 
potable watef' withdrawn from any 
grounchvater well, surface vlater from any 
river, creek, natural watercourse, pond, lake 
or reservoir, and rec)'cled water supplied by 
a water purveyor. 
(Ord. 1'010.92179, § 1,7 27 00; Ord. No. 
92503, § 1, 9 14 00) 

Sec. 34-288. Violations. 
It shall be a violation punishable by city 
municipal fine for any person residing or 
doing business within the corporate limits of 
the city or San Antonio Water System water 
and/or waste water service customer 
residing or doing business within the 
cOl}Jorate limits of the city of San Antonio 
and itt; extraterritorial jurisdiction, to 
intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or 
criminally negligently to allow or cause 
water waste, to allow or cause landscape 
watering outside the prescribed hours for 
landscape watering, or to allow or cause any 
violation of any provision of this division or 
of the Aquifer Managenlent Plan, Article 
IV~, Division 4. 



(Ord. No. 92179, § 1,7-27-00; Ord. No. 
20m~-1 0-02-0885, § 3(Exh. A), 10-2-08) 

Sec. 34-289. Continued violations. 
At locations of repeated or continued 
violations, the President/CEO of the San 
Antonio w ,!\~ ater ,,5ystem shall have the 
authority to discontinue the supply of 
potable water to the registered meter holder. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1,7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-290. Enforcement personnel. 
The President/CEO or the designee of the 
San Antonio w\Vater ~System is hereby 
authorized to enforce this division in the 
manner and to the extent allowed by law, 
including, but not limited to, filing 
complaints with the city municipal 
prosecutor's office for such violations, 
serving notices of violations of this division 
and filing civil enforcement actions. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-291. Education and 
enforcement. 
As the success of conservation generally, 
and specifically of this division and the 
Aquifer Management Plan, Article IV, 
Division 1, depends largely on public 
cooperation, San Antonio w~ater s£ystem 
SA WS policies shall implement customer 
education programs as a primary 
enforcement tool and shall establish and 
maintain a water conservation "hot line," so 
that the public may provide the San Antonio 
",c~ater "System with information relating 
to violators. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-292. Defenses to prosecution. 
(a) It shall be a defense to prosecution that 
landscape watering was performed on any 
plant or seed planted in or transplanted to an 
area \vithill :;uch period of time as 10 

neeomplish a rea:,oonble cl1tabJi::;hment and 
H1-fl1nlenanc,~ of growth, generally three 
-weeks with a valid new landscape variance 
from SAWS as described in Sec. 34-332. 

(b) It shall be a defense to prosecution that 
landscape watering was performed by a 
commercial enterprise in the business of 
growing or maintaining plants for sale, such 
as plant nurseries; provided, however, that 
such landscape watering shall be performed 
solely for the establishment, growth, and 
maintenance of such plants and Ret 
wastedwithout waste as defined in Sec. 34-
271. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00; Ord. No. 
92503, § 1,9-14-00) 

Sec. 34-293. Registered water meter 
user or property owner presumed 
liable. 
For purposes of this division article, in any 
case where water has been used in a manner 
contrary to any provision of this division or 
of the l\quifer Management Plan, Article N, 
Division 4, it shall be presumed that the 
person in whose name a water meter 
connection is registered with the water 
purveyor servicing the property unless an 
alternate person is designated by the named 
meter holder and accepts responsibility or 
there is no meter in which case the property 
owner, has intentionally, knowingly, 
recklessly, or negligently made, caused, 
used or permitted to be used, the water in 
such a contrary manner. Proof that the 
particular premises had a water meter 
connection registered in the name of the 
defendant or the property owner cited in a 
criminal complaint filed pursuant to this 
division shall constitute a--prima 
facie presumption that the defendant is a 
person who made, caused, used or permitted 
to be used, water in a manner contrary to 
any provision of this division or of the 
AquiferDrought Management Plan, Article 
N, Division 4. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-294. Additional enforcement 
remedies. 
The President/CEO or his or her designee is 
authorized and instructed to commence any 
action, in law or in equity, including the 



filing of criminal charges, deemed necessary 
for the purpose of enforcing this division. 
The San Antonio water system SAWS 
President/CEO or the designee may seek 
civil penalties and any other legal or 
equitable relief available under common 
law, Chapter 54 of the Texas Local 
Government Code or any other applicable 
city, state or federal code or statute. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00; Ord. No. 
92503, § 1, 9-14-00) 

Sec. 34-295. Penalties. 
Criminal. Any person violating any 
provision of this division or of the Aquifer 
Management Plan, Article IV, Division 4, 
shall be guilty of misdemeanor and upon 
citation therefore and conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine not less than fifty 
dollars ($50.00) and not more than one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for the first 
offense, a fine not less than two hundred and 
fifty dollars ($250.00) and not more than 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the 
second offense, and a fine not less than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and not more 
than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) for 
the third or any additional offense. Each 
violation of a particular section of this 
divi!iion or of the Aquifer Management Plan 
Article IV, Division 4, shall constitute a 
separate offense, and each day an offense 
continues shall be considered a new 
violation for purposes of enforcing this 
division. 

Civil. Civil penalties for violations of this 
division or of the Aquifer Management Plan, 
Article IV, Division 4, may also be assessed 
as allowed by applicable state law in an 
amount not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) per violation. Each violation of 
a particular section of this division or of the 
Aquifer Management Plan Article IV, 
Division 4, shall constitute a separate 
violation, and each day a violation continues 
shall be considered a new violation for 
purposes of enforcing this division. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-296. Nuisance. 
The violation of any part of this division 
shall be a nuisance which may be abated and 
enjoined by the San j\ntonio vAVater 
sSystem SAWS. Any person creating a 
public nuisance shall be subject to the 
provision of the Code governing such 
nuisances, including reimbursing the SaH 
Antonio wWater sSystem SAWS for any 
costs incurred in removing, abating or 
remedying said nuisance. The owner of any 
property where said nuisance has occurred 
shall be liable to the city, acting through and 
on behalf of the San Antonio wWater 
sfurstem SAWS, for the cost of such 
abatement and shall pay such cost on 
demand and the city, acting through and on 
behalf of the San Antonio wY£ater s~ystem 
SAWS, shall have a right to file a lien on the 
property to secure payment of the cost of 
such abatement. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1,7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-297. Access to premises. 
The San Antonio '.vater sYlltem 
SAWS and all persons or agents employed 
thereby shall, at all reasonable hours, have 
free access to premises to ascertain if water 
is being wasted within the corporate limits 
of the city or the extraterritorial jurisdiction 
or the extent of jurisdictional authority and 
whether provisions of the Water 
Conservation and Reuse the Aquifer 
Management Plan Article IV _, Dtytsion 4, 
have been, and are being, complied with in 
all respects. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-298. Access to information. 
Any water purveyor operating within the 
corporate limit of the city shall provide 
enforcement personnel of the San Antonio 
vlVlater sSystem SAWS, upon request, with 
the identity, mailing address and telephone 
number of any person in whose name a 
water meter is registered or customer 
account is maintained. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 



Sec. 34-299. Severability. 
If~ for any reason, any section, sentence, 
clause or part of this division is held legally 
invalid, such judgement judgment shall not 
prejudice, affect, impair or invalidate the 
remaining sections of this division, but shall 
be confined to the specific section, sentence, 
clause, or part of this division held legally 
invalid. 
(Oni. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

Sec. 34-300. This article to prevail if 
conflict. 
In the event any section of this article 
contlicts in effect or application with any 
other section of the Code or ordinance, the 
section(s) of this division article shall 
prevail. 
(Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 7-27-00) 

DIVISION 3. RESERVED* 

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 
adopted July 27,2000, repealed Div. 3, §§ 
34-301--34-309, which pertained to 
restrictions on landscape watering, and 
derived from Ord. No. 80574, § 6, adopted 
Aug. 4, 1994. 

Secs.34-301--34-315. Reserved. 

DIVISION 4. DROUGHT 
MANAGEMENT PLAN* 

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 2007-02-08-
0149, § 1 (Exh. A), adopted February 8, 
2007, amended division 4 in its entirety to 
read as herein set out. Fonnerly, division 4 
pertained to the aquifer management plan, 
and derived from Ord. No. 80574, § 12, 
adopted August 4, 1994; Ord. No. 82533, § 
1, adopted July 20, 1995; Ord. No. 83703, 
§§ 2--5, adopted February 29, 1996; Ord. 
No. 83860, §§ 2--7, adopted March 28, 
1996; Ord. No. 84082, §§ 1,2, adopted May 
9, 1996; Ord. No. 84286, § 6, adopted July 

18, 1996; Ord. No. 85945, § 1, adopted 
April 24, 1997; Ord. No. 91738, § 1, 
adopted May 4, 2000; Ord. No. 92179, § 1, 
adopted July 27,2000; Ord. No. 92503, § 1, 
adopted September 14,2000. 

Sec. 34-316. Adoption of a drought 
management plan, water use 
reduction measures, and aquifer stage 
conditions applicable systeBl wide, 
ineluding within the corporate limits 
of the city and its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. 

The drought management plan, including the 
water use reduction measures and associated 
implementation conditions set out therein, is 
hereby adopted and applicable throughout 
the corporate limits of the city regardless of 
water source ineluding the San Antonio 
Water System water and waste '1later servise 
area, inoluding within the corporate limit~1 of 
the city and and its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction where the San Antonio Water 
System may provide water and waste water 
service. All San Antonio 'Nater System 
"Yater and/or waGte 'NateI' Gervice customers 
shall comply with the provisions of this 
division. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § l(Exh. A), 2-
8-07; Ord. No. 2008-10-02-0885, § 3(Exh. 
A), 10-2-08) 

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 2008-10-02-
0885, § 3 (Exh. A), adopted October 2, 2008, 
changed the title of § 34-316 from 
"Adoption of a drought management plan, 
water use reduction measures, and aquifer 
stage conditions" to "Adoption of a drought 
management plan, water use reduction 
measures, and aquifer stage conditions 
applicable system-wide, including within the 
corporate limits of the city and its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction." 

Sec. 34-317. Reserved DefinitioHs. 
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Golf course means an irrigated and 
landscaped playing area made up of greens, 
teell, fairwaYG, roughs and related areas used 
for Ills playing of golf. 

Hami heM hO,'ie means a hose physically 
held by one person, fitted vlith a manual or 
automatic GhatotT nozzle. 

Health caFefRei/it), means any hospital, 
clinic, nursing home or ether health care or 
medical research facility. 

Hose end sprinkleI' means a sprinkler that 
applies '<'later to landscape plants that is 
piped through a flexible. movable hose. 

Hou,'1ehaltl Else means the use of water, 
other than uses in the outdoor category, for 
personal needs or for household purposes, 
such as drinking, bathing, heating, cooking, 
Ganitation or cleaning, whether the use 
occurs in a residence or in a commercial or 
induDtrial facility. 

Indus/riel use means the use of '.vater for or 
in connection '<'lith commercial or industrial 
activities, including manufacturing, bottling, 
brewing, food processing, scientific research 
and technology, recycling, production of 
concrete, asphalt, and oement, oommeroial 
uses of .. vater for tourism, entertainment, and 
hotel or motel lodging, generation of power 
other than hydroelectric, and other business 
activities. 

In'igetion suspension progfflnr 
(ISP) means a program administered b)' the 
Edwards Aquifer Authority pursuant to 
which agricultural irrigators 'Nithin the 
Ed\vards Aquifer Authority'S boundaries 
voluntarily agree to suspend some irrigation 
w,e of the underground "vater from the 
Edwards Aquifer in consideration for 
paymeFlts voluntarily funded by [SF 
participantt>. 

hrigtltioll ,\}'steHf, also referred to as an in 
gro~md or pennanent irrigation system, 
means a sYl1tem '<'lith fixed pipes and 

emitters or heads the apply water to 
landscape plants. 

Ltlke, fflgtlon or pond, for the purposes of 
this division, is an artificially created body 
of fresh or salt water. 

Lelldsc«pe watering means the application 
of water to grow or maintain landscaping 
plants, such as flowers, ground covers, turf 
or grasses (other than golf courses or athletic 
fields), shrubs, and trees, but for purposes of 
this division does not include essential use 
without waste of 'llater by a commercial 
nursery to the extent the water is used for 
production rather than decorative 
landscaping. 

Ltlndsc«piHgpfflnt means any member of 
the kingdom plantae, including any tree, 
sh .... ub, vine, herb, flower, succulent, 
groundcover or grass species, that grows or 
has been planted out of doors. 

Lil'Cslocli means cattle, sheep, goats, hogs, 
poultry, horses, and game, domestic, exotic 
and other animals and birds, including zoo 
animals, used for commercial or personal 
purposes. 

Lit'e!J'lock Hse Ricans the use of water for 
drinking by or 'llashing of livestock. 

AhinteHtlHce leW}/, means the level of .. vater 
in a swimming pool required for proper 
operation of eireulation and filter equipment 
for the s'.vimming pool. 

nisi means elevation above mean sea le'lei. 

A/uleh means any material such as bark, 
leaves, stravi or other materials left loose 
and applied to the soil surfaee to reduce 
evaporation. 

lVew ffllld8Ctlpe means any contiguous area 
vlhere new laf\dscape plant(s) are installed 
where no other planted plants currently 
eJ(ists. A new plantes) added to an existing 
landscape is not considered a new landscape 
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swimming or bathing by the homeowner's 
family or inyited guests. 

Puhlic mvimmingpfJfJI means any 
s'.viml11ing pool, other than a private 
re&itlential s'<vimming pool, intended to be 
used collectively by persons for swimming 
or bathing, operated by any pemon as 
defined herein, whether owner, lessee, 
operator, licensee, or concessionaire, 
regardless of whether a fee is charged for 
:mch use. The tenn includes, but is not 
limited to, apartment community pools, 
condominium association pools and 
community aSllociation pools. 

TDS means total dissolved solids. 

Triggerleve/ means the mean sea level of 
the Ed'<','ards Aquifer as indicated by the J 
1 7 indeJ< well. 

IHrf meanD a surface layer of earth 
containing mowed grass ",lith roots. 

Vehicle JI'flsh Indlity means a place or 
bUliiness intended for the sole pttrpose of 
'Nashing cars and/or other motor vehicles. 
Such establishments shall utilize self 
service, roHover in bay or conveyor washing 
technology with catchments' systems and 
oil water sepanitors that are intended to treat 
v.aste'.vater prior to entering the sanitary 
se\ver. Such systems shall be designed and 
maintained to prevent runoff into streets, 
storm drains and/or local creeks and 
tributaries. 

Vegewble gfl,'llen means any non 
commercial vegetable garden planted 
primarily for household use; "non 
commercial" includes incidental direct 
selling of produce from such a vegetable 
garden to the public. 

IrateI' c(mSCI'l'fltifJn phm meant; the water 
conservation plan must include proof of 
irrigation efficiency of sixty (60) percent or 
greater and demonstrate specific measures to 
be taken to reduce consumption to meet the 
reduction goal established for each stage l, 

II, III, and IV. A plan should also include 
precipitation rates and irrigation schedules 
with run times. SAWS may, on a case by 
ease basis, waive the requirements for 
irrigation efficiency and/or submission of a 
water conservation plan. 

Wate1"jall, for the purposes of this division, 
fHeans an artificially created steep descent of 
water from a height, cascade. 

WateF utility use means '<'later used for 
withdrU\llal, treatment, remediation, 
transmission and distribution by potable 
water system. 

Watering day means a day designated for 
landscape watering limited to the standard 
24 hour period of 12:00 a.m. to midnight. 
Thus, if it is stage I and Wednesday is a 
designated ';'<'atering day, the period of time 
referenced is Wednesday morning between 
midnight to 10:00 a.m., and Wednesday 
evening between 8:00 p.m. and midnight. 

Zonal iHigatien system means an irrigation 
system which segregates by station areas of 
shrubs, ground cover, bedding plants, and 
turf to accommodate a diversity of watering 
requirements. 
(Ord. ~.to. 2007 02 08 0149, § 1 (£)(h. A), 2 
&-0+) 

Sec. 34-318. Bases of water use 
reduction measures and aquifer stage 
conditions. 

The water use reduction measures shall be 
based on the aquifer stage conditions or 
other condition considerations specified in 
section 34-319. The aquifer stage conditions 
shall be based on the Edwards Aquifer water 
levels in well AY-68-37-203 in the city (also 
known as "Dodd Field Test Well" or "J-17") 
as set out in section 34-322, or on aquifer 
water quality or other aquifer, seasonal or 



weather conditions not based on water levels 
in .1-17 (set out in section 34-324). 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. A), 2-
8-07) 

Sec. 34-319. Implementation and 
termination of water use reduction 
measures and stages, generally. 

1. I mplem{~ntation of water use 
reduction measures. When the aquifer 
falls to six hundred sixty- five (665) feet 
above msl, city and SAWS staff shall 
begin preparations for public awareness, 
education and enforcement of the 
respective stage provisions. 

fa) Stage 1. Stage I water use reduction 
measures shall be declared to be in effect 
when the aquifer level at./- 17 drops to 
six hundred sixty (660) feet msl. based 
on a 10 dav rolling average calculated 
and determined bv the Edwards Aquifer 
Authoritv the SAWS Stage I ,"vater use 
reduction mcw;ures shall be declared to 
~l effect.,. '.",hen the aquifer level in the 
index well J 17 falls to six hundred 
sixty (660) feet above msl. 
(b) Stage /I Implementation. Stage II 
water use reduction measures shall be 
declared to be in effect when the aquifer 
level in the index well J -17 falls to six 
hundred- fifty (650) feet above msl 
based on a 10 day rolling average 
calculated and determined by the 
Edwards Aquifer Authority. Subsequent 
stage:; of the 

(el ,,'(age II/ Implementation. Stage Ilf 
water use reduction measures shall .!.I!l!Y 
be tlJtom2.tically implemented when well 
J- i 7 Hllls to six hundred t(>rty (640) feet 
abcm.; m:>l. based on a 10 day rolling 
:1\ el~agc calculated and determined by 
the Ed'\\ards Aqui fer Authoritv. #te 

conclitiow; set nut in sections 34 312 and 

31 324 are met,Alternativeiy, Stage III 
may be implemented before or after the 
J-17 levels deselibed above based on the 
following conditions set forth in 
Subsection 2. including a condition that 
if the total supply of '.vater from the 
Edwards Aquifer and other available 
source~; is insufficient to meet customer 
demm)(i, 'Nhile complying '.",ith 
applicable regulations governing water 
supply v;ithdrawals. The detennination 
whether SAWS is able to comply v,'ith 
the applicable regulatiom; governing 
water supply JNithdra'Nals tlhall be based 
upon consideration of pumping trends, 
seasonal adjustments and cun-ent and 
forecast precipitation. 
(d) Stage IVlmplementation. 
After a monitoring period of thirty (30) days 
once Stage III is declared. and due 
consideration of all of the aB-o-¥e deGcribed 
conditions described below in Subsection,), 
the city manager, or designee, in 
consultation with SAWS president/CEO or 
designee, may declare later stageD of 
drought or delay Stage IV .8 later stage of 
drought. Specific water use reduction 
measures are set out in section 34-332 
and shall cover the categories of 
regulated uses, applicable stages and 
corresponding required water use 
reduction measures. 

(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. 
A),2-8-07) 

2. Conditions for the implementation 
of water use reduction measures. 

One or more of the following conditions 
may trigger the implementation of water 
usc reduction measures by the city 
manager or designee. in consultation 
with SAWS president/CEO or designee: 

(a) The reVIew of conditions to 
detenlline whether SAWS is able to 



\~1Hhcr .conditions not bascd on water 
~cv~l~in .1-1 , or other conditions as 

li'L Whencvcr Edwm:ds aquifer quality 
mcasures thirty (30) percent TDS above 
historical a\crage and above thc 
maximul1L.JDS ,aim; for any public 
j1!.[lp\v \-vater well warrant additional 
mCilsures to protect thc aquifer. 

1.!!L C:itv council may determine that 
nther aquif0L_water resource. scasonaL 
or \"cather conditions not based on water 
levels !ll J -17 waHant additional 
restrictions. The city council may 
declare the city Impose additional 
restrictions j()r all water uses including a 
prohibition of sprinkler irrigation. 

3. Termination of mandatory water 
usc reduction measures. 

(a). Stage I Termination. When the 
aquifer level at J-17 rises to six hundred 
sixtv (660) feet msl SAWS shall monitor 
the consistency and conditions of 
Ed\vards aquifer levels for the next 
tifteen (15) days to determine if 
termination of water use reductions 
measures is waHanted, unless conditions 
significantly change to waHant an earlier 
w later review for stage termination or 
extension. After this monitoring period, 
the city manager, or designee, in 
consultation with SAWS president/CEO, 

or designee, may declare the measures 
terminated. 

(h). Stage II Termination. When the 
aquifer level at J-17 rises to six hundred 
fiftv (650) feet msl SAWS shall monitor 
the consistency and conditions of 
Edwards aquifer levels t(Jr the next 
fifteen (15) days to detennine if 
termination of water use reductions 
measures is warranted, unless conditions 
signiticantly change to wanant an earlier 
or later review for stage termination or 
extension. After this monitoring period, 
the city manager, or designee. in 
consultation with SAWS president/CEO, 
or designee, may declare the measures 
terminated. 

(e) Stage III Term in atioll. When the 
Edwards aquifer levels remain above six 
hundred forty (640) ms1. for fifteen (15) 
consecutive days conditions will 
determine if all restIictions are 
terminated or extended or if a previous 
less restrictive stage will apply. 

(d) Stage IV Termination. When Stage 
III is temlinated then termination of 
Stage IV will occur at the end of the 
cunent billing cycle in which the 
termination takes place. 

Sec. 34-320. Declaration and 
termination of water use reduction 
measures stages in effed; notice by 
publication required. 

(a) The city manager, in consultation 
with SAWS, is hereby authorized to 
declare that each "trigger level" or other 
condition has been reached as described 
in section 34-319322 (table I) and that 
the water use reduction measures and 
each respective stage are in effect. 



(b) Notices of the implementation and 
termination of the water use reduction 
measures and each of the various stages, 
as appropriate, shall be publicly 
announced and published in a daily 
newspaper for a minimum of one (1) 
day. The implementation or tennination 
of the measures and each of the stages 
shall become effective immediately upon 
publication of the respective notice. 

(r) :)Jltit:~_0fll}GJ~nni!1iui<)n iifthc \Yat~~ 
kEi~ . Lt;JJJ1~LLnI,1 )J@;lS llL~~liJJd_9a clL()J~ i!:~ 
~~ri~\l~ __ sla!.!cs ~:s' as appropriate, 
",.11(111 ___ be _,J2clJbliciL ann~)UJ1ced and 
PHhJi::illc",LiIl:_,f:Lo<jJljJ'y,.~n~~~(m(;t __ ~~r <! 
IJ:liniXlJJmL~)f2I1..t:JUJlay. Tc:rmJnation of 
tll~,=~!11casures a_fid each Qf. its ~ 
-;la!.!.:~,,==~_~h,!IL== bc.c;ome _ effecti vc 
iJ:l:lrnfliiat~ll==tJP}m=Jlubli9ation of the 

(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § l(Exh. A), 2-
8-07) 

Sec. 34-321. Water a(jyisory eouBeil 
to be orgaBized. 

When the "'later use reduction measures are 
declared to be in effect, a water advisory 
council, composed of water purveyors and 
other interested jurisdictions, shall meet. 
This group shall provide a forum for 
information e~(6hange and cooperation to 
ensure that the c.quifer management plan is 
understood and equitably implemented. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § l(Exh. A), 2-
8-07) 

~J.e-l 
L\HLI:: !,\;SFI: 

Sec. 34-322. Reserved.DeelaratioB 
and termiBatioB of stages J through 
W. 

Declaration and tenllination of Aquifer 
stages I through IV shall occur according to 
the follmving schedule: 
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regulations governing water 
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After a 30 day monitoring period 
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above six hundred fofty (640) ms1. for 

:mpf31y of '.vater from the Edv.'ards 
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witl1drawak 

(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. A), 2-8-07) 

Sec. 34-323. Designated landscape irrigation times and days. 
During any period when stage restrictions have been declared to be in effect, irrigation 
with a sprinkler or irrigation system of existing landscape on any property (other than 



golf courses and athletic fields, the restrictions for which are set out in section 34-332) 
may occur only on certain designated days and at certain times, as follows: 
Htl. Stage J, It HI. IV landscape irrigation days. For 5tageStage I, II, III, and IV 
the landscape irrigation days for residential and commercial properties will be according 
to the street address and according to the following schedule. If the last digit of the street 
address ends in: 

o or 1 the irrigation day is Monday, 
2 or 3 the irrigation day is Tuesday, 

4 or 5 the irrigation day is Wednesday, 
6 or 7 the irrigation day is Thursday, 

8 or 9 the irrigation day is Friday. 

If there is no street address associated with the property such as a parkway or if there is 
more than one (1) street address associated with a single contiguous property the 
irrigation day is Wednesday. 

(21' 2. Stage I landscape irrigation times and methods. -For stageStage I the 
following times and associated irrigation methods apply: Irrigation with a soaker hose, 
hose-end sprinkler or in-ground irrigation system is allowed on the day specified in 
subsection (1) between the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to midnight. 
Landscape irrigation with a soaker hose, handheld hose, drip irrigation system or five
gallon bucket is allowed at any time on any day. 

~-3. Stage II landscape irrigation times and methods. For s§.tage II the following 
times and associated irrigation methods apply: Irrigation with a soaker hose, hose-end 
sprinkler or in-ground irrigation system is allowed on the day specified in subsection (1) 
between the hours of ~7:00 a.m. to ~ 11 :00 a.m. and &.7:00 p.m. to--1-011:00 p.m. 
Landscape irrigation with a drip irrigation system or five-gallon bucket is allowed during 
~ Stage JI hours on any day. Landscape irrigation with a handheld hose is allowed at 
any time on any day. 

(4t 4. -.-Stage III Jandscape irrigation times and methods. For 5tageStagc III, the 
following times and associated irrigation methods apply: Irrigation with a soaker hose, 
hose-end sprinkler or in-ground irrigation system is allowed on the day specified in 
subsection (1) every other week beginning on the second Monday after the stageStage III 
has been declared, between the hours of 3:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to lO:OO 
-p:tR hetween the hours of7:00 a.m. to II :00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 11 :00 p.m. Landscape 
irrigation with a drip irrigation system or five-gallon bucket is allowed on every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday during sffigeStage III hours. Landscape irrigation with a handheld 
hose is allowed at any time on any day. 

(B 5. Stage IV landscape irrigation and methods. For stageStage IV, &t-ageStage III 
landscape irrigation restrictions remain in effect. In addition, a drought surcharge is 
assessed on all water accounts of SAWS, in accordance with section 34-128. Additional 
restrictions on water use may be established at the discretion of the city council. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. A), 2-8-07) 



Sec. 34-324. Res('rvrd. 
Implementation of additional water 
~ I'edu('tion measul"eS. 

(-ft)--impkl1lcnHltiull of additional water w;t) 

R'4lction illCHSUfm; may he bw;ed Oil 

con :idoration or Hquifer water quality or 011 

,~. aqui ler. Cica,;cHlal ur weather conditions 
HBl- bat,eel un water level:; in J 17, or other 
t'BtHttt10I1S a. (ktennilled by the e-i+r. 

tH+- Whct10yer aquite!' quality mea~;ureH 

tlt-i-rty l:lO) percent TDS abO\e hi~;torieal 

ittt'tage and ahove llle maximum TDS value 
tttf-e,ny public . iupply ,valer \vell, the city 
manager or dc:;igncQ, in consultation ",,-ith 
SA\VS rrc;s-itt.t'nLCEO or dCllignee, shall 
e~;!aDIi.;h appropriate additional I11ca~;urcs tn 
pwteet the ilEjui fer. 

fe1- Reg(\r(Hc,,~; or con:;idcralion of aquifer 
t=jttfHity. whenever l'ity council may 
determine that other Hquifer, :;eaDOnal, or 
'kemher condition~; not based on wator levels 
Ht-J 17 warrant the city council ma), also 
declare the city impmle additional 
resttic! 1011[; for all water U~jes. 
{dt--\ prohibition of sprinkler lrngntioll 

fft8-J' be decle.red by the city manager, in 
:;()n~,ultat:ion with the cit)' council, the San 
/\ntonio V'i [lter 5)':;tel11's board of tnL;teen 
::md the LdwHrci:J Aquifer /\uthority'r; board 
ef--djrectoF[; when the Edw,~r(k Aquifer 
~-hority's board of directors huve declared 
a prohibition of all sprinkler irrigation 
!hrougholll the entire Edward:; /\quirer 
rCj:!-tHlr. 

K:+r<!J. No. 20U7 02 Og 0149, § 1(E),h. A), ') 
~t 

See. 34 325. Termination of viater lise 
reduction mcasures, stages. 

When the aquifer level at J 17 rilles to si), 
hundred ni)(ty (660) fii~y (650) feet msl 
during a period when the water use 
reduction measures have been declared in 
effect, the city manager, or his or her 
designee, in consultation with SA'NS 
prenident/CEO, or denignee, shall monitor 
COJ1lJititency of aquiJer levels for the next 
thirty (30) days 10 determine if conditions 
warrant termination of the measures, and 
such determination shall include 
consideration of pumpage tfendt], seasonal 
adjustments, and cunent and forecar;t 
precipitation unless conditions significantly 
change to warrant an earlier reviev( for 
stageStagc termination. After this 
monitoring period and due consideration of 
all of lhe above described conditions, the 
city manager, or dcnignee, in consultation 
with SAWg president/CEO, or designee, 
may declare the measures tenninated. 

l>1@ti@@ €lf Hl@ t@l'mil'Hlti€lft tlf tb@ wahw El8@ 
l'@!il'HHi€lH m@aswl'@~~ ~t!l!i @a@b €lf its J; ari€lEl8 
stagel8, atl ilppF€lpl'iatel, Dhall b@ pM§li@ly 
&fHl€l'AR@€l@ 8:@@ ]'ltl!§Jtiuheld iIi a €icily 
§@W8pap@f ftw it mi§imtltu €lf €l1l@ (1) €iay. 
Telnr.inotion (lfth@ m@8:S13f@tl and @a@M €lf its 
stag@s 8hall b@@€lIH@ €Jfe@ti; @ imm@@iat@ly 
Mfwn pttbli@tlti€Hl €lftli4@ f€l81Hl@tiv@ §oti@@. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. A), 2-
8-07) 

Sees. 34-32~6--34-331. Reserved. 

Sec. 34-332. Specific water use 
reduction measures. 

Specific water use reduction 
measures, their corresponding stages and 
scope are set out in table A ffi.ag€Stage I, 
table B ~Stage II, table C st:ageStage III 
III and table D ntageStage IV-I¥, below 

Table A--Stage I Restrictions 
TABLE INSET 

Stage Measures For Scope of Restrictions 

] Essential Fire-fighting and medical uses--no restrictions. Reductions 



Services in fire hydrant and sewer line flushing encouraged. 

Water utilities are encouraged to implement voluntary 

I 
Water Utility measures, such as improving leak detection surveys and 
Use repair programs and stabilizing and equalizing system 

pressure. 

I 
Power Water used for power production shall be voluntarily 
Production reduced. 

I Military 
Compliance with mandatory reduction measures for those 
uses in the outdoor, essential and utility categories. 

R6EiHetioH of water Hf..e by aH:Y IH6aH~' a'.'ailable if. 
t:meeHfagea. The escal"e ofilTigation tailwaterl as that tem1 

I Agriculture i~ cOlnm_oillLused in the agricultural communitJ:! is 
prohibit~d. Water loss through nercolation in transmission 
c<lI?:als is prohibited. 

I I Live Stock Use 
Reduction of water use by any means available is 
encouraged. 

A. Reduction of water use by any means available is 
encouraged. Compliance with the mandatory demand 
reduction measures is required for those uses in the outdoor 
category, including landscape watering, swimming pools, 
hot tubs and similar facilities, golf courses, aesthetic uses 

I such as water featuresfcmntains; such restrictions specifically 
include industrial users, as well as all others. 

Industrial, 
B. Use of gray water, treated wastewater or reuse water, 

I Commercial, and 
cooling tower blow down, condensate water is a defense to 

Other 
prosecution. Alternate on-site reclaimed sources may be 
approved through variance on a case by case basis. 
C. If one hundred (100) percent use of treated wastewater 
{recycled water), reuse water, reclaimed water. gray water. 
condensate. or cooling tower blow down!,'Ta,' '.'<'ater, tfeatea 
\"'~L;tt3V;,a!er Of retwe ,,:vater, eeHeeH~mte v,'ater, eBoling tn",,'er 

will be used~ signs identifying this property as using 
recycled or reclaimed water source must be posted on site at 
a location where the general public can view it. 

Hotels, Motels, 
Hotels, motels, and B&B's encouraged to voluntarily offer 

I Bcd and 
Breakfasts 

the option of a "no linen/towel change" program. 

Reduction of water use by any means available is 
encouraged. Compliance with the mandatory demand 

[ Households reduction measures shall be achieved for those uses in the 
outdoor category, such as landscape watering, swimming 
pools, hot tubs, pressure washing and similar facilities. 



I {LAll swimming pools other than public swimming pools 
must be covered with an effective evaporation cover or 
screen or evaporation shields covering at least twenty-five 

Swimming 
(25) percent of the surface of the pool when the pool is not in 
active use. Active use includes necessary maintenance that 

I Pools, Hot requires removal of the cover, screen, or shields. Active use 
Tubs of public, commercial and apartment pools is whenever the 

pool is not officially closed. 
B. Auto fill feature turned off. 
-

A. Residential: All residential water features Gutsiee aB:e 
iB:essf are allowed without flfsHieitee.I2rohibition. :fHe SB:e 
HUB:erea 0 OO~ flefeeB:t l:lse sftfeatee wastewatef, eSfl:eeB:sate, 
Sf cssliB:g tS'Nef elsv,< eS'NB: js eeteB:se ts flfsseeHtisB: HB:eef 
tHis flafagfaf}H. Altemate SB: site feelaimee SSHfces maj' ee 
aflflfOvee tHf8UgH variaRce SB: a case ey case easis. 

B. Non-Residential: 
SAWS Conservation deI2artment max verify the condition of 
a water feature to determine if it is in good working order. 

I} All indoor water features in good working order allowed 
without prohibition. 
2} All water features that meet the definition of Wildlife 
Habitat water features Sec. 34-271 in good working order 
allowed without prohibition with Basic variance approved 

AestHetic Water bX SAWS -;-Conscrvation. I 
Features 3} All outdoor water features that have a water surface area 

ofless than 1000 sguare feet I2rior to Stage I declarations and 
in good working order with an approved Basic variance from 
SA WS Conservation are allowed without prohibition. 
4} All water features confinued by SA WS to be using If one 
hundred (100) percent tt:Se--ef treated wastewater (recvcled 
water}. reuse watee reclaimed water. t!:n1V water. condensate. 
or caolint!: lower blow down or other on-site reclaim 
watergrHy-wa1ef. treated ww;tevwlter or reuse wt~{er, 
ei:HtEleHSrlfe water, 6BOliHg tBWer 131Hw and in good working 
order with a Basic variance armroved by SAWS 
Conservation are allowed without I2rohibition. '~l"ill ee usee 
s.s.igns identifying this property as using recycled or 
reclaimed water source must be posted on site at a location 
where the general public can view it. 
5) All outdoor water features that do not meet the conditions 
described in B 1-4 above must have a Basic variance and 



outdoor water feature conservation nlan anproved bv SAWS 
Conservation that includes limiting hours of operation to a 
maximum of 8 hours of 24 hour befeH:~period before they are 
allowed to operate in Stage I or Stage II. 
6) Outdoor water features that do not meet the conditions 
dcscribed in B 1-4 and would like to be considered for 
expanded operated hours from 8 hours in a ')4 hour period to 
12 hours of operation in a 24 hour peliod during Stage I and 
II may apply for an Advanced variancc to the SA WS 
Conservation dcpartment prior to implementation of the 
extendcd hours. 

Residential: Residential nronerty owners may ncrsonally 
pressure wash their nroncrty without a variance for hcalth 
and safetv or in preparation of maintenancc such as for 
housc painting ifthcy perf 01111 the work themselves. Water is 
never allowed to run into thc strcet or otherwise off the 
property. 
Non- Residential: Pressure washing of non-residential 
property allO\ved for health and safetv by a properly 
registered cmployee or a nressure washing eomQany (sec. 

Pressure or 34-?72}. A variance from the SA WS Conservation 
It Power depaIiment is reguired nrior to work and all conditions of the 

Washing variance must be followed. Yse sf'l\'ater ts ,<,,'ash aHy 
imflelyisl:ls Ol:ttElSOf gfsHHa eS'I'efiHg Sl:tffaee, sHeh as a 
flafl€iHg let, sfi,,teway, f;treet Sf sidewall", is flfshibitea. ::rhe 
washiHg sf aHY imflef'<'isl:ts sHrfaee~j fSf iffimeaiate health 
aHa safety shall Be a aefeHSe te pfsseeHtisH HHaer this 
p8:fagf8:flh. A: l,'8:fianee frsm £AS,\[£ shetila ae sataiHea fer 
fiR" v,a~jhiHg sf imflervieHs SHffaees. ~+e fHH eff leaaiHg te a 
stSflH aFaiH is alls'Nea. <;;slHIHefeial flfessl:tre Sf pe'Ner 
washefs must be fCgisterea te werk iH the eity (seetisH 31 
~n.11. 

A. Citizens are encouraged to wash their vehicles no more 
I than twice a month. 

I B. Ncm csmlHefeial Residential: washing of vehicles and 
mobile equipment (e.g., washing vehicle at a residence) is 
permitted only on Saturday or Sunday assigHea FesiaeHtial 

Vehicle and landcicape spfinkling viatering says aefsfe 10:00 a.m. aHa 
I Equipment aftef 8:00 fl.m. (suaseetioHs 3'1 323(1) (7)) with a pressure 

Washing washer, hand-held hose equipped with an automatic shut-off 
nozzle, or bucket of five (5) gallons or less, without waste. 
but is flwhiaited aehveeH the heHfs ef 10:00 a.m. aHd 8:00 

IT.'fr: 

I 
C. Fleet managers are encouraged to only wash those 

~ vehicles as is necessary for health and safety. 



Landscape 
Irrigation for 
Existing Plants 

prosecution and may be use for vehicle washing to irrigate 
any day before 10:00 a.m. and after 8:00 p.m. Alternate on
site reclaimed sources may be approved through variance for 
the SAWS Conservation Department on a case by case 
basis. 

A. Landscape watering using sprinkler or irrigation systems 
is permitted only on designated landscape watering days 
(subsection 34-323(1)). For &tageStage I the following times 
and associated irrigation methods apply: Irrigation with a 
hose-end sprinkler or in-ground irrigation system is allowed 
on the day specified in subsection 34-323(1) between the 
hours of 12:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to midnight. 
Landscape irrigation with a soaker hose, handheld hose, drip 
irrigation system or five (5) gallon bucket is allowed at any 
time on any day. 
B. A user may file with SAWS a request for an exception to 
the designated days and times. The request must include: (1) 
a statement indicating compelling reasons why the user is 
unable to meet the specific designated watering times and 
days; (2) a water conservation plan demonstrating a 
significant overall reduction of water use, and (3) evidence 
of having filed with SAWS the annual irrigation check up 
required for properties that are five (5) acres or more and 
have in-ground irrigation (section 34-273.2). The water 
conservation plan must also include proof of irrigation 
efficiency of sixty (60) percent or greater and demonstrate 
specific measures to be taken to reduce consumption to meet 
the reduction goal established for sffigeStage I, II, III, and 
IV. SAWS may, on a case by case basis, waive the 
requirements for irrigation efficiency and/or submission of a 
water conservation plan. Upon the approval of the water 
conservation plan as set forth herein, the user may be granted 
an exception. 
C. The one hundred (l00) percent use of treated wastewater 
u:s,;cvclcd "aier). reuse ,vater, reclaimed water. gray water. 
condens;lJs. or cooling tower blow dowl1!:,'fuy '.vater, treated 
w~wtt:'J""atel:'-fW rew,e water, condensate water, cooling tower 
frK~OOI;\fft is a defense to prosecution and may be use to 
irrigate any day without waste, that include allowing water 
to run down the street, parking lot, or adjacent property. 
Altenmte on-site reclaimed sources may be approved 

through variance from the SAWS Conservation Department 



Landscape 
Irrigation for 
New 
Landscapes 

on a case by case basis. 
D. If one hundred (100) percent use of treated waste\vater 

will be used during additional days or hours allowed in 
subsections 34-323(1)--(7) signs identifying this property as 
using recycled or reclaimed water source must be posted on 
site at a location where the general public can view it. 

A A. Installation of new landscapes is pennitted with a 
variance which shall only be granted if all applicable 
provisions including section 34-273, 34-274.7 and section 
34-275 are verified by SAWS, including zonal irrigation 
sYstems if a permanent irrigation system is installed. a 
minimum of four (4) inches of soil under turt: model home 
with xeriscape and xeriscape option offered by builder on 
tile with SAWS Conservation Depmiment. 

B. Landscape watering permitted to maintain adequate 
growth until established on newly installed landscapes, 
generally -five (5) weeks. Property owners should submit 
electronically on-line at www.saws.org to the SAWS 
Conservation Department their name, address where the new 
landscape is to be installed and the date of installation in 
order to receive a confirmation electronic email from SAWS. 
A copy of the confirmation must be posted at a place visible 
from the street at the property the variance was received at. 
Thereafter, landscape watering using sprinkler or irrigation 
systems for landscaping plants is permitted only on the day 
and times associated with the current stage in effect at the 
termination of the variance. 
BC. The one hundred (100) percent use of gray water, 
treated wastewater or reuse water, condensate water, cooling 
tower blow down is a defense to prosecution and may be use 
to irrigate any day between the hours of~8:00 p.m. and 
10:00 a.m. without waste, that include allowing water to run 
down the street, parking lot, or adjacent property. Alternate 
on-site reclaimed sources may be approved through variance 
from the SAWS Conservation Department on a case by case 
basis. 
GO. If one hundred (100) percent use of treated wastewater 

condensate. or cooling tower blow downgruy wat~r, treated 
-\Wl:5-tew-a1:ef--ef reu:,e water, condensate \vater, cooling tower 

_will be used during additional days or hours allowed 



r- in subsections 34-323(1 )--(7) signs identifying this property 
as using recycled or reclaimed water source must be posted 
on site at a location where the general public can view it. 

Golf Courses shall be required to submit a water 
conservation plan and shall have on file with SA WS the 
annual irrigation check Up as described in section 34-273.2 
and shall be defined as "conforming" or "non-conforming" 
and shall reduce water usage under the following terms: 
A. All landscape out-of--play areas such as may be found 
around a club house or entryway shall follow general 
landscape irrigation restrictions (subsections 34-323(1)--(3)). 
B. All in-play areas may be irrigated with a sprinkler or 
irrigation system between the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to midnight. 
C. Conforming golf courses shall implement a ten (10) 
percent reduction in the replacement of daily 

I evapotranspiration rate ("ET rate") or soils daily sffil- water 
holding capacity, achieved by use of an existing and 
properly operating CCIS (as defined) capable of achieving 
such water conservation goals. 
D. A non-conforming golf course shall not use more than 1.8 
times the base usage. If not separately metered an irrigation 

I Golf Courses audit showing precipitation rates and run times along with a 
conservation plan shall be submitted and approved by 
SA WS for the purpose of establishing acceptable irrigation 
run times and days as approved by SAWS. 
E. The one hundred (100) percent use of treated wastewater 
(rccvcled \vater}, reuse watcr. reclaimed water, gray watcr. 
condensate. or cooling tower blow downgray water, treated 
wastewater or reuse water, condensate water, cooling tower 
blow down is a defense to prosecution and may be use to 
irrigate any day without waste. Alternate on-site reclaimed 
sources may be approved through variance from the SAWS 
Conservation Department on a case by case basis. 
F. If one hundred (100) percent use of treated wastewater 
!recvclc_~water). reuse water. reclaimed \vater. gray water. 
cundensak. or coolin!.'; tower blow downgray water, treated 
wastewater or reuse water, condensate water, cooling tower 
blow will be used during additional days or hours allowed in 
subsections 34-323(1)--(5) signs identifying this property as 
using recycled or reclaimed water source must be posted on 
site at a location where the general public can view it. 

A. Public park owner/operators shall be required to submit a 
I Public Parks water conservation plan and have on file with the SA WS 

CommfYation Department an irrig£ttion check up rlB r~q\.1ired 



Athletic Fields 

I :r '\BbB I~JSBT " 

I -Stage- Measures For 

II In General 

I 
+l--- Agriculture 

by section 34-273.i2}. 
B. Public parks shall limit irrigation with an irrigation 
system to those days and times required by subsections 34-
323(1)--(3) 
C. The one hundred (100) percent use of treated waste\vatcr 

Hi+}tt~BB;,¥+t is a defense to prosecution and may be use to 
irrigate any day between the house of 8 :00 pm and 10:00 am 
without waste, that include allowing water to run down the 
street, parking lot, or adjacent property. Alternate on-site 
reclaimed sources may be approved through variance from 
the SAWS Conservation Department on a case by case basis. 
D. If one hundred (1001.Q percent use of treated wastewater 
(ree\.dcd water), reuse water. reclaimed water, gray water, 
concknsale, or cooling to\\'er blow down gray water, treated 
wm;h::\V(~ felitlC '<niter, condensate water, cooling tower 

will be used during additional days or hours allowed in 
subsections 34-323(1 )--(3) signs identifying this property as 
using recycled or reclaimed water source must be posted on 
site at a location where the general public can view it. 

A. An athletic field shall either irrigate according to a basic 
plan or an advancerl plan. Plans shall be on file and approved 
by SAWS in advance of use. The advanced plan showing 
precipitation rates and run times along with a conservation 
plan shall be submitted and approved by SAWS for the 
purpose of establishing acceptable irrigation run times and 
days as approved by SAWS. A basic plan outlines which day 
of the week (Monday--Friday) which athletic field would be 
irrigated. 
B. All landscape out-of--play areas such as may be found 
around a club house or entryway shall follow general 
landscape irrigation restrictions (subsections 34-323(1 )-
(5». 

Table B--Stage II Restrictions 

Scope of Restrictions 

Stage I restrictions remain the same except as added to or 
replaced below. 

The eG@ap@ €lfiffigatim~ taiJwahn-, as that t€':m~ is €':€mH~l€Hlly 
M~,e€l i~ H~e 8[5¥i@MltMral e€lftUllM~jJ"j is ¥¥€lhi~it€l€l. ~~i[ate¥ 



I 
1088 throtlgh 1~@r@01ati0R iR transfnissi€ln @anals iJ 
~r€ll9ibit@€I. 

Hotels, Motels, 
Hotels, motels and B&B's must offer and clearly notify 

II Bed and 
Breakfasts 

guests of a "no linen/towel change" program. 

Filling of all He\,>, ana e*il,ting s'''''im-m-iHg ~881s I3f8Hiilitea, 
lHllcss at leaSt tl'tirt;' (3Qi pCfeeHt ef',¥atef 8iltaiHsa ffel'H a 
S8urce other than Eav<'aras AquifCf. ReplenisHing t8 
m-aintcnance leyel pCfm-ittea. ~Draining permitted only 
onto pervious surface, or onto pool deck where the water is 
transmitted directly to a previous surface, only if: 

Swimming Pools, 
1. Draining excess water from pool due to rain in order to 

II lower water to maintenance level; 
Hot Tubs. 2. Repairing, maintaining or replacing pool component that 

has become hazardous; or 
3. Repairing pool leak 
Refilling of public swimming pool permitted only ifpool 
has been drained for the repairs, maintenance or 
replacement set out in items 2 or 3 above. 
-

Landscape watering using sprinkler or irrigation systems is 
permitted only on designated landscape watering days 

I (subsection 34-323(1)). For 5tageStagc II the following 
times and associated irrigation methods apply: Irrigation 

Landscape with a soaker hose, hose-end sprinkler or in-ground 

II 
Irrigation for irrigation system is allowed on the day specified in 

I 
Existing subsection 34-323(1) between the hours of~1:00 a.m. to 
Landscapes 11&:00 a.m. and &1:00 p.m. to IlG:OO p.m. Landscape 

irrigation with a drip irrigation system or five-gallon bucket 

I is allowed during-5tage Stage II hours on any day. 
Landscape irrigation with a handheld hose is allowed at any 
time on any day. 

A. Installation of new landscaQes is Qem1itted with a 
variance which shall onlv be granted if all aQQIicablc 
provisions including section 34-273. 34-274.2 and section 
34-275 are verified by SA WS, including zonal inigation 

Landscape systcms if a Qcnnanent irrigation system is installed, a 

II 
Irrigation for minimum of f()ur (4) inches of soil under turf, model home 
New 'with xeriscaQe and xerisca12e 012tion offered by builder on 
Landscapes file with SAWS Conservation De12artment. 

B.A. Landscape watering permitted to maintain adequate 

I 
growth until established on newly installed landscapes, 
generally three (3)tivc (5) weeks. Property owners should 
submit electronically on-line at www.saws.org to the SA WS 



Conservation Department their name, address where the 
new landscape is to be installed and the date of installation 
in order to receive a confirmation electronic email from 
SAWS. A copy of the confirmation must be posted at a 

! place visible from the street at the property the variance was 
I received at. 

Thereafter, landscape watering using sprinkler or irrigation 
systems for landscaping plants is permitted only on the day 

I and times associated with the current stage Stage in effect at 

II 
the termination of the variance. 
c.B. The one hundred (100) percent use of gray water, 

I treated wastewater or reuse water, condensate water, 

II cooling tower blow down js a defense to prosecution and 
I may be use to irrigate any day without waste. Alternate on-

I 
site reclaimed sources may be approved through variance 

I from the SAWS Conservation Department on a case by case 

I basis. 
D.G. If one hundred (100} Qercent use oftreatcd wastewater 
(recvclcd water}. reuse water, reclaimed water. 1!rav water. 
condensate. or eoolmg tower blow down} j3efeent 'I:lse ef 
gray "vater, treated JNastewater er reuse water, eendensate 
'Nater, ceeling tevier blew will be used during additional 
days or hours allowed in subsections 34-323(1 )--(7) signs 
identifying this property as using recycled or reclaimed 
water source must be posted on site at a location where the 
general public can view it. 

Golf Courses shall be required to submit a water 
conservation plan and shall have on file with SA WS the 
annual irrigation check up as described in section 34-273.2 
and shall be defined as "conforming" or "non-conforming" 
and shall reduce water usage under the following terms; 
A. All landscape out-of--play areas such as may be found 
around a club house or entryway shall follow general 
landscape irrigation restrictions (subsections 34-323(1 )--(3). 
B. All in-play areas may be irrigated with a sprinkler or 

II Golf Courses 
irrigation system between the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to midnight. 
C. Conforming golf courses shall implement a twenty (20) 
percent reduction in the replacement of daily 
evapotranspiration rate ("ET rate") or daily soil-holding 
capacity, achieved by use of an existing and properly 
operating CCIS (as defined) capable of achieving such 
water conservation goals. 
D. A non-conforming golf course shall not use more than 
1.6 times the base usage. If not separately metered an 

irrigation audit showing precipitation rates and run times 



TABLE INSET: 

Stage Measures For 

III In General 

Industrial, 
III Commercial, and 

Other 

Hotels, Motels, 
III Bed and 

Breakfasts 

Vehicle and 
F:guiQment 
Washing 

I Landscape 

I 
Irrigation for 

III 
Existing 

I Landscapes 

along with a conservation plan shall be submitted and 
approved by SAWS for the purpose of establishing 
acceptable irrigation run times and days as approved by 
SAWS. 

'-*l:4:l-Wtt is a defense to prosecution and may be use to 
irrigate any day between the hours of 8 :00 pm and 10:00 am 
and without waste. Alternate on-site reclaimed sources may 
be approved through variance from the SA WS Conservation 
Department on a case by case basis. 
F. If one hundred (100) percent use of~=~~:.::.:::...:-=-=-",-,
trecyclcd water), reuse water. reclaimed "vater. e.ray water. 
condensate, or coolini.! tower blow down gray v;ater, treated 
\\ a~;tC'<':atcr or r0U~;0 water, condcnsate '"vater, cooling towcr 

will be used during additional days or hours allowed 
in subsections 34-323(1 )--(J.:D signs identifying this 
property as using recycled or reclaimed water source must 
be posted on site at a location where the general public can 
view it. 

Table (;!!--Stage III Restrictions 

Scope of Restrictions 

Stage I, II restrictions remain the same except as added to or 
replaced below. 

Additional reductions may be imposed by the city council if 
conditions warrant. 

Hotels, motels, B&B's must limit linen/towel changes to 
once every three (3) nights or for the entire stay, which ever 
is shorter, except for health and safety. 

During Stage HI anv vehicle wash facility that is not celiified 
as a SA WS celiified vehicle wash facility will not be able to 
oQerate. Upon receiving certification vehicle wash facilities 
may resume operating hours. 

Landscape watering using sprinkler or irrigation systems is 
permitted only on designated landscape watering days 
(subsection 34-323(1)). For Stage III the following times and 
associated irrigation methods apply: Irrigation with a soaker 
hose, hose-end sprinkler or in-ground irrigation system is 



allowed the day specified in subsection 34-323(1) every 
other week beginning on the second first Mondav after the 
Stage 1Il has been declared, between the hours of ~7:00 
a.m.to g. 11 :00 a.l11. and .g.. 7:00 p.m. to WI :00 p.m. 
Landscape irrigation with a drip irrigation system or five-
gallon bucket is allowed on every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday during Stage III hours. Landscape irrigation with a 
handheld hose is allowed at anv time on any day. 

I 
A. Installation of new landscapes is pennitted only if 
fftftfeless than fifty (50) percent of the available landscape 
area is planted with turf, all applicable provisions of section 
34-273,34-274.2 and section 34-275, including proper 
horticultural practices such as the use of mulch and zonal 
irrigation systems if a pennanent irrigation system is 

Landscape installed and a minimum of four (4) inches of soil under turf. 
III Irrigation for New In addition, drip systems in mulched beds are required. 

Landscapes B. A user may file with SAWS a request to install more than 
fifty (50) percent turf. The request must include: (1) a 
statement or plan describing the landscaping plan; and (2) a 
statement indicating how the landscaping plan will achieve 
the goals of this chapter. Upon the approval of the alternate 
landscaping plan as set forth herein, the user may be granted 

I an exception. 

I} Water features that are reguired to have a basic variance 
and outdoor water feature conservation I2lan approved bv 
SA WS Conservation must reduce their hours of operation to 
a maximum of 4 hours a day in Stage III. 

III \Vater Features 2} Outdoor water features that would like to be considered 
for cXl2anded operated hours from 4 hours in a 24 hour 
Qeriod to 8 hours of operation in a 14 hour period during 
Stage III may aQply for an Advanced variance to the SAWS 
Conservation deQartment plior to implementation ofthe 
extended hours. 

I -

I A. A Gfonforming golf courses shall implement a thirty (30) 
percent reduction (or twenty (20) percent reduction, if the 

I 
confonning golf course is an ISP participant) in replacement 
of daily ET rate or soils daily sffltwater holding capacity, 

I III GolfCourses achieved by use of an existing and properly operating eels 
(as defined) capable of achieving such water conservation 
goals. 
B. A non-confonning golf course shall not use more than 1.4 
times the base usage. If not separately metered an irrigation 
audit showing precipitation rates and run times along with a 



I 

I 

I 

I
r- conservation plan shall be submitted and approved by SAWS 

L ___ ~ ______________ -k£_o_r_th_e __ p_urp __ o_s_e_o_f_e_s_ta_b_li_S_h_in_g_a_c_c_ep __ ta_b_Ie __ inn_·_g_a_ti_o_n_ru __ n_tl_·m_e_s~ and days as approved by SAWS. 

Table D--Stage IV Restriction 
TABLE INSET: 

Stages Measures For Scope of Restrictions 

The most restrictive requirements of either Stage I, II, or III 
IV In General restrictions remain the same except as added to or replaced 

below. 

A surcharge is assessed on all irrigation accounts and 
assumed irrigation (section 34-124) of the San Antonio 

Commercial 
Water System as described in section 34-128. Surcharge is 

IV 
Surcharge 

to remain in effect for a minimum of one (1) complete 
billing month. The surcharge shall remain in effect if 
stageStage IV is still in effect at the beginning of the next 
billing month. 

A surcharge is assessed on all water accounts of the San 
Antonio Water System as described in section 34-128. 

IV 
Residential Surcharge is to remain in effect for a minimum of one 
Surcharge complete billing month. The surcharge shall remain in effect 

if &ffigeStage IV is still in effect at the beginning of the next 
billing month. 

During Stage IV any vehicle '<'v'a8h facility that is not 
Vehicle and 

certified as a SA:'NS certified vehicle ,<,,rash facility ,<,,·ill not 
Equipment 

be able to operate. Upon receiving certification vehicle wash 
Washing 

faoilitie[> f'Raj' feS'l::I:ff!e operating hOHfs. 

Additional 
Additional restl1ctions including but not limited to a ban on 
lawn watering with ilTigation systems or hose end s12rinklers 

Restrictions 
may be established at the discretion of the city council. 

Additional restrictions including but not limited to a ban on 
. \dditional 

lawr .. watering with inigation systems or hose end splinklers 
Rostriction~; 

ma,' 130 established at d'l:e discretion of the city eOHneiL 

(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. A), 2-8-07) 

Sec. 34-333. Severability. 
It~ for any reason, any section, sentence, 
clause or part of this division is held 
legally invalid, such judgment shall not 
prejudice, affect, impair or invalidate the 
remaining sections of this division, but 

shall be confined to the specific section, 

sentence, clause, or part of this division 
held legally invalid. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § I(Exh. 
A),2-8-07) 

Sec. 34-334. This division to prevail if 

conflict. 



In the event any section of this division 
conflicts in effect or application with any 
other section of a City Code or 
ordinance, the section(s) of this division 
shall prevail. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02-08-0149, § 1 (Exh. 
A), 2-8-07) 

Sees. 34-335--34-350. Reserved. 

DIVISION 5. RESERVED. REUSE 
Sees. 3 ~ 351 3'1 425. Reserved. 
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Drought Ordinance Update 

• Year-Round Efficiency Standards 

• Drought Stage Rules 

- Triggers 

- Outdoor Spray Irrigation 

- Car Washing 

- Fountains 

-
Drought Ordinance Update 



Stakeholder Input 

• SAWS citizen committees 

• Impacted Stakeholders and Trade 
Associations 

• Outreach Meetings 

• SAWS Board of Trustees 

• Public Utilities Office and Legal 
Team City of San Antonio 

• City Council briefing 

---- --.----

/ Drought Ordinance Update 
---------



Year-Round Efficiency Standards 
Formulated with Stakeholder Input 

• Pool construction efficiency 

• Commercial laundry machine efficiency 

• Clarification of new irrigation system 
standards 

-"-- -'-'-

Drought Ordinance Update 



Drought Triggers 
Formulated with Stakeholder Input 

• Enter into drought stages based on the ten-day 
rolling average of the Edwards Aquifer level 

• Option to end a stage or move to higher stage 
15 days after aquifer hits the trigger level 

- Recommendation of SAWS to City Manager would 
be based on current customer demand, total 
available supply, and projected future conditions 

# - ~ ---
- - - ---

Drought Ordinance Update 



Drought Management Rules 
Formulated with Stakeholder Input 

• Landscape Irrigation 
- Outdoor spray irrigation allowed 7 - 11 a.m. and 7 - 11 p.m. 

on designated day during Stages Two through Four 

- Extend new construction landscape grow-in time to five 
weeks in Stages Two through Four 

• Car Washing 

---

- Home car washing allowed Saturday or Sunday at any hour 
(without waste) 

- Commercial car wash certification required for operation in 

Stage Three 

,-

~.' -. -- - - ,--

Drought Ordinance Update 



Fountains 
Formulated with Stakeholder Input 

• Allow indoor and residential fountains in all drought 
Stages 

• Allow small commercial fountains (under 1,000 sq. ft) in 
all drought Stages with a basic variance 

• Allow large commercial fountains (over 1,000 sq. ft) in 
all drought Stages with a conservation plan and variance 

- Basic Water Efficiency Variance: eight hours of operation in Stage 
One and Two and four hours of operation in Stage Three & Four 

~-

- Advanced Conservation Variance: twelve hours of operation in 
Stage One and Two and eight hours of operation in Stage Three & 
Four 

----- ~-
--- .-.-~ 

Drought Ordinance Update 



Drought Ordinance Update 
Next Steps After Approval of Revisions 

• Educate public on revisions 

• Consider future revisions with implementation 
of the Water Management Plan 

~ 

.- ... -" 
, " _. - -

~ Drought Ordinance Update 



Staff Recommendations 

• Approve changes to the Water Conservation 
and Reuse code 

- - -
---

Drought Ordinance Update 
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