
TO: 

FROM: 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION REQUEST 

Mayor & City Council 

I"ECEIVEO 
. . \ Y OF SAN AN ONIO 

CITY CLERI, 
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City Councihnembers Mary Alice P. Cisneros and Jelmifer V. Ramos 

COPIES TO: 

Sheryl Sculley, City Manager; Leticia Vacek, City Clerk; Catherine Hernandez, 
Interim Executive Assistant to the City Manager; Chris Callanen, Assistant to the 
City Council; Michael Bernard, City Attorney; Ramiro Gonzales, Senior 
Management Analyst 

SUBJECT: 
Review and assess the River Improvement Overlay and Viewshed Protection Overlay 
and recommend updates where needed 

DATE: June 8, 2010 

Issue Proposed for Consideration 

We ask for your support for the inclusion of the following item on the agenda of the earliest 
available meeting of the Governance COIIDllittee: 

To direct Office ofI-listoric Preservation (Ol-IP) staff, in consultation with other relevant City 
departments, to review and assess the current River Improvement Overlay (RIO) regulations 
and Viewshed Protection Overlay regulations and reconmlend updates where needed to best 
protect, preserve and enhance the San Antonio River and to protect the significant public 
investment in the River by ensuring quality urban design. 

Brief Background 

The River Improvement Overlay ordinance was adopted by City Council in 2002. Since that 
time, there has been significant public investment with the opening of the Museunl Reach and 
additional investment is demonstrated by the ongoing construction ofthe Mission Reach .. In 
much the same way that the City evaluates and updates neighborhood plans every five years, 
an assessment and update of the RIO is needed in order to ensure that this important resource 
is protected and new development occurs in a way that is consistent with the desires of the 
conm1Unity and the adopted river vision. 

Bexar County and the City of San Antonio are currently engaged in a Coordinated 
Management Plan for the Mission Reach of the River.· One of the preliminary 
reconunendations is an assessment and possible update of the RIO regulations taking into 
account current conditions. TIns iniative is, in part, a proactive response to that ongoing effort 
to plan for the Mission Reach. OHP staff should engage conununity stakeholders in a public 
process to receive input and then present recommended updates to City Council for 
consideration. OHP should work with tlle Plmming mld Development Services Department, 
Center City Development Office, the San Antonio River Authority, Bexar COWlty, the 
COIIDmmity Development Advisory Conunittee, the River Oversight Conmlittee, the National 
Pm'k Service mld other City departments mld various stakeholders to facilitate tlle process. 

CCR Form 20091105 



Additionally, the San Antonio Missions are such an important collection of resources in our 
conulllll1ity. Currently, the City of San Antonio has a viewshed protection overlay in place for 
the Alamo. It may be desirable to consider the impact of encroaching development on the 
viewshed of the other Spanish Colonial Missions. OHP staff should solicit input from the 
public on this potential platming tool as well through tlus process. 

Submitted for COlll1cil consideration 
by: 

ou ci WOmat1 enlllfer V. Ramos, District 3 
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