
~------------------------------------------------------------------~, 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL PLAZA 
BUILDING, THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1997. 

* * * * 

97-11 The City Council convened in an infonnal "B" Session at 10:00 a.m., 
Municipal Plaza Building, "B" Room, to consider the following items(s): 

San Antonio Water System (SAWS) Presentation regarding the feasibility of 
and timing for the implementation of the Mayor's Committee on Water Policy 
Report - Council concurred to continue with proposed SAWS schedule. 

The "B" Session adjourned at 1 0:50 A.M. 

The Council members present were: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, Ross, 
Marbut, Peak, Webster and Thornton. ABSENT: Billa Burke. 

97-11 The regular meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by the Presiding 
Officer, Mayor William E. Thornton, with the following members present: Flores, 
Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, Ross, Marbut, Peak, Webster and Thornton. 
ABSENT: Billa Burke. 

97 -11 Invocation - Rev. Kenneth L. Allen, Youth Minister, Mt. Zion First 
Baptist Church. 

97-11 Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States. 

97 -11 Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting for December 19, 1996 
were approved. 
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97-11 CEREMONIAL ITEMS 

RECOGNITION OF CITY EMPLOYEES 

Mayor Thornton noted that in the audience today was a group of City employees 
who have worked for the City of San Antonio for 30, 35 or 40 years, and all are 
being honored for their significant contributions to the City. 

Mr. Alexander E. Briseno, City Manager, spoke to the breakout by years of service 
to the City for those present in the audience, and noted that these employees, as 
well as others who have served the City for 20 or more years, will be honored 
tomorrow evening at the Convention Center. 

City Clerk Norma S. Rodriguez then read the names of the honorees present in 
Council Chambers today. Each came forward to receive congratulations and a 
special Certificate from the Mayor, City Council members, and the City Manager. 

NEW MAYOR PRO TEM VASQUEZ 

City Clerk Norma S. Rodriguez administered the Oath of Office to incoming Mayor 
Pro Tern Rick Vasquez, whose term of office begins today, and congratulated him. 

The Mayor and City Council members welcomed the new Mayor Pro Tern. 

97-11 CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Herrera made a motion to approve Agenda Items 8 through 29b, constituting 
the Consent Agenda, with item 29a having earlier been removed from consideration 
by the City Manager, and Agenda Items 21, 22, 24 and 25 having been pulled for 
individual consideration. Mr. Avila seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the following 
Ordinances, prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, 
Herrera, Ross, Peak, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; Absent: Billa Burke, 
Marbut. 
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AN ORDINANCE 85742 

AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$21,775.00 FROM THE 1996 CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION TO 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES INDUSTRIES, INC. (PSI), A NON-OMBE 
FIRM, FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
CATTLEMAN'S SQUARE PARKING LOT SITE PROJECT LOCATED IN 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 1. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85743 

ACCEPTING THE LOW, QUALIFIED BID OF SAN ANTONIO 
CONTRACTORS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,918.72 IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE PRADO: I.H.35-EDW ARDS STREET COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROJECT; AUTHORIZING A 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT; REVISING THE PROJECT BUDGET; 
AUTHORIZING $4,500.00 FOR MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION 
CONTINGENCY EXPENSES; AUTHORIZING $800.00 FOR 
ADVERTISING EXPENSES; AND PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85744 

ACCEPTING THE LOW, QUALIFIED BID, AND ADDITIVE ALTERNATE 
1 OF GRECO CONSTRUCTION, INC. IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
$67,619.00 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO PALO ALTO TERRACE PARK; 
AUTHORIZING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT; ESTABLISlllNG THE 
PALO ALTO TERRACE PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT BUDGET; 
AUTHORIZING THE ALLOCATION OF 1994 PARKS GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BOND FUNDS INTO THIS PROJECT BUDGET; 
AUTHORIZING $6,181.00 FOR CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY 
EXPENSES; $1,200.00 FOR ADVERTISING EXPENSES; AND PROVIDING 
FOR PAYMENT. (SMBE) 
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* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85745 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) FOR LEASE OF 
GROUND SPACE FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE BY THE 
FAA OF THE RUNWAY VISUAL RANGE (RVR) FOR RUNWAY 3 AT 
SAN ANTONIO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85746 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LEASE AGREEMENT FOR A 
TERM ENDING ON AUGUST 31, 2000 WITH DELTA AIRLINES, INC. 
FOR LEASE OF BAYS 30 AND 31 COMPRISING 3,444 SQUSRE FEET OF 
WAREHOUSE SPACE AND 396 SQUARE FEET OF OFFICE SPACE IN 
THE WEST AIR CARGO BUILDING AT THE SAN ANTONIO 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT FOR A TOTAL ANNUAL RENTAL OF 
$24,431.88. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85747 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO A LEASE 
TO SATRAC, INC., D/B/A BUDGET RENT A CAR AT SAN ANTONIO 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT REVISING THE LEASED PREMISES BY 
DELETING 25,602 SQUARE FEET OF SPACE AND ADDING AN 
IDENTICAL NUMBER OF SQUARE FEET AT AN ABUTTING LOCATION 
FOR A CONTINUED ANNUAL RENT OF $12,801.00. (AMENDS 
ORDINANCE NO. 50907 DATED JUNE 28,1979) 
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AN ORDINANCE 85748 

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF THE SUM OF $2,500.00 OUT OF 
1994 GENERAL OBLIGATION DRAINAGE BOND FUND (SOLD IN 1996); 
ACQUIRING FEE SIMPLE TITLE TO ONE PARCEL IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE LARKSPUR DRIVE DRAINAGE PROJECT. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85749 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,719.27 TO 
DAVIDSON & TROILO, P.C. FOR LEGAL SERVICES; AUTHORIZING 
PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,800.00 TO ECKMANN, GROLL, 
RUNYAN & WATERS, INC. FOR APPRAISAL SERVICES; AUTHORIZING 
PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,614.24 TO GERRY RICKHOFF, 
COUNTY CLERK FOR COURT COSTS; AUTHORIZING PAYMENT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $300.00 TO ALAMO TITLE COMPANY FOR TITLE 
SERVICES, ALL IN CONNECTION WITH THE HI-LIONS DRAINAGE 
PROJECT #80; APPROPRIATING FUNDS; AND PROVIDING FOR 
PAYMENT. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85750 

APPROPRIATING $55,000.00, PLUS INTEREST OF $4,088.63, PAYABLE 
TO GERRY RICKHOFF, COUNTY CLERK, FOR PAYMENT, SUBJECT 
TO THE ORDER OF THE COURT, OF THE BALANCE OF THE JURY 
AWARD IN CONDEMNATION CAUSE NUMBER 96-ED-0004, CITY OF 
SAN ANTONIO V. MIKE SUNDRA, ET AL, TO ACQUIRE FEE SIMPLE 
TITLE TO PARCEL C87-140002, WURZBACH PARKWAY PROJECT. 
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AN ORDINANCE 85751 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,630.00 FOR 
APPRAISAL SERVICES TO ECKMANN, GROLL, RUNYAN & WATERS, 
INC. IN THE WESTERN AVENUE DRAINAGE PROJECT #74 AND THE 
WURZBACH PARKWAY PROJECT; AND TO DUGGGER, CANADAY, 
GRAFE & WOELFEL IN THE WESTERN A VENUE DRAINAGE PROJECT 
#74. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85752 

APPROVING THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE EL MERCADO LEASE 
AGREEMENT AUTHORIZED BY ORDINANCE NO. 74896, PASSED AND 
APPROVED ON DECEMBER 5,1991, CURRENTLY HELD BY CASA DE 
GOURMET, LAZY SUSAN, INC., D/B/A LA CAS A DE GOURMET, TO 
MARY ALICE MEDINA AND AL MEDINA AND AL MEDINA, D/B/A THE 
CANDY MAN, FOR THE PERIOD OF APRIL 1, 1997, THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30,1997, AT A RATE OF $372.50 PER MONTH, ADmSTED 
EACH YEAR FOR ANY INCREASE IN THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
AND A ONE TIME $1,000.00 APPLICATION FEE FOR SAID 
ASSIGNMENT. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85753 

RESCINDING ORDINANCE NO. 75580, PASSED AND APPROVED ON 
APRIL 2, 1992, AUTHORIZING THE SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL 
CENTER SOCIETY TO CONDUCT THE ANNUAL VIVA BOTANICA 
EVENT AT THE CITY'S BOTANICAL CENTER; AND AUTHORIZING A 
LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL 
CENTER SOCIETY FOR THE 1997 AND 1998 VIVA BOTANICA EVENTS. 
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AN ORDINANCE 85754 

AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF ADDITIONAL FUNDS IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $68,138.00 FROM THE TEXAS 
WORKFORCE COMMISSION (TWC) TO CERTIFY THE DONATION OF 
THE PARENTING EDUCATION PROGRAM (PEP) FUNDS CURRENTLY 
BEING USED BY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS (lSD'S) TO 
PURCHASE CHILD CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN OF TEEN 
PARENTS IN THE ALAMO SERVICE DELIVERY AREA THROUGH THE 
CHILD CARE MANAGEMENT SERVICES PROGRAM (CCMS). (AMENDS 
ORDINANCE NO. 82690 DATED AUGUST 15, 1996) 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85755 

ACCEPTING TilE PROPOSAL OF FACILITIES CONCESSION SERVICES, 
INC., D/B/A SPECTRUM, TO PROVIDE FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
CONCESSIONS AT THE MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES CONTRACT IN CONNECTION WITH SAID SERVICES. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85756 

AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CERTAIN STREETS 
FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 12:00 P.M., ON SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1997 IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE HIGHLAND HILLS 4TH ANNUAL PARADE OF 
PRIDE, SPONSORED BY THE HIGHLAND HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATIO~. 
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AN ORDINANCE 85757 

APPROVING A PARADE PERMIT AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE OF MAYFIELD FROM 328 W. MAYFIELD TO I.H. 35 ACCESS 
ROAD BEGINNING AT 1:45 P.M. UNTIL 2:45 P.M., FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 
1997 IN CONNECTION WITH THE WRIGHT NURSING HOME FIESTA 
PARADE, SPONSORED BY THE WRIGHT NURSING HOME FIESTA 
PARADE, SPONSORED BY THE WRIGHT NURSING HOME. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 85758 

APPROVING A RUNIW ALK PERMIT IN CONNECTION WITH THE 6TII 

ANNUAL COURTHOUSE TO JAIL HOUSE 8K RUN, SPONSORED BY 
THE SAN ANTONIO BAR ASSOCIATION BEGINNING AT 6:30 A.M. 
UNTIL 10:30 A.M., SATURDAY, MAY 10,1997 AND AUTHORIZING THE 
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE FOLLOWING STREETS FOR SAID 
EVENT: MEDINA FROM COMMERCE TO HOUSTON, HOUSTON FROM 
MEDINA TO CHESTNUT, CHESTNUT FROM HOUSTON TO CENTER, 
*CENTER FROM CHESTNUT TO HOEFGEN, HOEFGEN FROM CENTER 
TO THE ALAMODOME, CIRCLE THE ALAMODOME TO CENTER, * (IF 
CONSTRUCTION INTERFERES WITH CROSSING COMMERCE WHILE 
ON HOEFGEN - THE ROUTINE WILL BE ALTERED AS FOLLOWS: 
CENTER FROM CHESTNUT TO CHERRY, CHERRY FROM CENTER TO 
1ST ENTRANCE ON LOT "C" AT ALAMODOME, CIRCLE LOT "C" AND 
EXIT WHERE RUNNERS ENTERED, THEN ON CHERRY FROM LOT C 
AT ALAMODOME TO CENTER), CENTER FROM HOEFGEN TO 
CHESTNUT OR IF ALTERERED ROUTINE IS USED, (CENTER FROM 
CHERRY TO CHESTNUT), CHESTNUT FROM CENTER TO HOUSTON, 
HOUSTON FROM CHESTNUT TO MEDINA, MEDINA FROM HOUSTON 
TO COMMERCE, COMMERCE FROM MEDINA TO END IN FRONT OF 
JAILHOUSE. 
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AN ORDINANCE 85759 

APPOINTING VALERIE 1. TREVINO (DISTRICT 8) TO THE MAYOR'S 
COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN FOR A TERM OF OFFICE 
TO EXPIRE ON DECEMBER 15,1998. 

* * * * 

97 -11 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85760 

RATIFYING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR A GRANT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $150,000.00 TO THE COCA-COLA FOUNDATION TO 
PURCHASE A 10-STATION AND A 20-STATION COMPUTER ASSISTED 
INSTRUCTION SYSTEM (CAIS) FOR THE ALBERT 1. BENAVIDES AND 
MCCRELESS LEARNING CENTERS RESPECTIVELY. . 

* * * * 

Mr. Flores made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Avila 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, questioned how these two learning centers were 
selected. 

Mr. Rolando Morales, Acting Director, Department of Community Initiatives, 
explained these these two learning centers were part of a bond issue package 
including some eight learning centers, and there locations were based upon citizen 
input as to the greatest literacy needs. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Herrera, Ross, 
Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Vasquez, Marbut, 
Peale 
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97-11 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85761 

ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG 
CONTROL POLICY IN THE AMOUNT OF $937,639.00 FOR THE HIGH 
INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREA PROGRAM, AUTHORIZING THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDS NOT YET AWARDED UNDER TillS GRANT; 
AND APPROVING A BUDGET AND PERSONNEL COMPLEMENT. 

* * * * 

Mr. Avila made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Lott. 
seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, 
Ross, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Vasquez, 
Marbut, Peale 

97-11 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85762 

AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF GRANTS FROM SIX (6) INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $73,250.00 FOR 
SUPPORT OF THE SAN ANTONIO EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP, 
ESTABLISHING A GRANT FUND ACCOUNT AND BUDGET FOR USE OF 
THESE FUNDS IN SUPPORT OF CURRENT FISCAL YEAR OPERATIONS 
AND AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF UNEXPENDED FY 95/96 FUNDS. 
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Mr. Avila made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Lott seconded 
the motion. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Herrera, Ross, 
Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Vasquez, Marbut, 
Peak. 

97 -11 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85763 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND THE CITY ATTORNEY TO 
COMPROMISE AND SETTLE CAUSE NO. 91-CI-18094 IN THE 37lli 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, STYLED ROBERT W. BEYER V. THE CITY 
OF SAN ANTONIO AND GALLAGHER BASSETT, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$850,000.00. 

* * * * 

Mr. Avila made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Webster 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, questioned how this settlement was reached and 
asked for details of that settlement. 

Mr. Lloyd Garza, City Attorney, noted that no internal affairs investigation is 
involved in this matter, and explained that the case arose from a 1987 accident 
involving and Emergency Medical Services ambulance. He then spoke to details of 
the case and the rationale for the settlement proposal. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, 
Ross, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Marbut, Peak. 
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97-11 AVAILABILITY OF CITY COUNCIL AGENDAS 

Mr. Travis Bishop, Assistant to the City Manager, stated that copies of the coming 
City Council meeting agendas are available each Monday to anyone who wishes to 
see one, and noted that the agenda also is available via various venues ie internet. 

97-11 ITT SHERATON HEADQUARTERS HOTEL PROJECT 

Mayor Thornton spoke to details of the proposed hotel project and its function in 
relation to the Convention Center. He addressed the proposed construction 
timetable, noting that time is a major consideration so as to have the hotel 
construction coincide with expansion of the Convention Center. He then spoke to a 
recent newspaper article appearing in St. Louis which stated that adopting a 
moratorium on tax phase-ins for hotels by San Antonio would have cost the city the 
planned relocation of the Ralston Purina headquarters complex. He spoke to his 
desire that the City Council consider at next week's City Council meeting an 
ordinance which would remove hotels from tax phase-ins, and which also provides 
for ways in which to verify the commitments made by ITT Sheraton in relation to 
the proposed Headquarters Hotel project. He then spoke to the concerns expressed 
about salaries and benefits promised in such tax phase-in matters. 

Mr. Flores then made a motion to direct City staff to place on the City Council's 
agenda for next week's meeting an ordinance removing hotels as a category eligible 
for tax phase-ins, excepting the ITT Sheraton Headquarters Hotel project; and that a 
method be established for verification of salary level commitments made in relation 
to the ITT Sheraton project. Mr. Webster seconded the motion. 

Mr. Webster urged Council to enact the motion, and spoke in support for audits of 
any tax phase-in commitments. 

Mr. Ross spoke to his understanding that the proposed ordinance next week would 
affect future tax phase-in actions, and spoke in favor of removing hotels from the list 
of eligible tax phase-in projects. He spoke in favor of a costlbenefit analysis, and 
spoke to estimates of revenues to be gained over the next 40 years from tax phase-in 
projects, using his own costlbenefit analyses, to support certain phase-ins. 
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Mr . Avila spoke in support for the motion, noting that he made a similar proposal 
last week. 

Mr. Flores called the motion a step in the right direction, and spoke in favor of 
having a costlbenefit analysis in each tax phase-in case. 

Mayor Thornton then clarified the motion on the table. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, 
Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, Ross, Marbut, Peak, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: Billa Burke. 

97-11 PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE 

Mayor Thornton declared the Public Hearing to be open. 

(At this point, Mayor Thornton was obliged to leave the meeting. Mayor Pro Tern 
Vasquez presided.) 

Mr. John German, Director of Public Works, narrated a video presentation on 
Utility Conversion Districts, a copy of which is made a part of the papers of this 
meeting. He spoke I to certain details of the proposed ordinance to create Utility 
Conversion Districts, comparing benefits to problems; outlined the review process 
for the draft ordinance; spoke to objectives of the program; and addressed status and 
costs of four current Conversion Districts. He then provided a financial summary, 
and spoke to certain issues raised after the City Council "B" Session discussion of 
this matter in April 1995, including no costs to customers, and spoke to the three 
recommendations being made today. 

The following persons appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, stated that he had asked for documentation on 
,these districts early in the process, without success, and spoke to the need to 
communicate with the public. 
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Ms. Marsha Lindsay, representing Southwestern Bell, stated that she has worked on 
this project for some two years, and supports it. 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, stated his opinion that the City should leave 
everything as-is, expressing his concern that it would be too expensive to put 
utilities underground. He spoke to problems with underground utilities, which he 
felt were a waste of money. 

Ms. June Kachtik, representing Scenic San Antonio, spoke in support for the 
proposal. 

There being no further citizens signed to speak to this matter,. Mayor Pro Tern 
Vasquez declared the Public Hearing to be closed. 

* * * * 

The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85764 

AMENDING THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE BY PROVIDING FOR 
UTILITY CONVERSION DISTRICTS IN WHICH NEW UTILITY LINES MAY 
BE REQUIRED TO BE INSTALLED UNDERGROUND, OR EXISTING 
OVERHEAD UTILITIES MAY BE REQUIRED TO BE CONVERTED TO 
UNDERGROUND OPERATION, OR RELOCATED TO ALTERNATE 
ROUTES OR UPGRADED TO IMPROVED DESIGN STANDARDS, OR IN 
WHICH COMBINATIONS OF THESE MEASURES MAY BE REQUIRED 
WITHIN SPECIFIED AREAS; ESTABLISHING THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES GOVERNING THE CREATION OF SUCH DISTRICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR DISCONNECTION OF ELECTRICAL SERVICE IN 
INSTANCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE; AND PROVIDING FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DISTRICT IMPROVEMENTS AS PUBLIC 
WORKS OR CIVIC IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS OF THE CITY. (AMENDS 
CHAPTER 35 OF THE CITY CODE) 
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Mr. Flores made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Herrera 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Peak thanked the staffs of the utilities concerned and the City for their work, 
and addressed the process to be followed. 

(At this point, Mayor Thornton returned to the meeting to preside.) 

In response to questions by Mr. Ross, Mr. German and Mr. Habib Erkan, Assistant 
City Attorney, spoke to the consideration of the projects concerned and who can 
veto any such project. 

Mr. Ross addressed his concern with the differentiation between franchise 
ordinance provisions and those of Utility Conversion Districts, and spoke to 
possible problems involved. He spoke against either Southwestern Bell or Paragon 
Cable having veto power on a case-by-case basis. 

Mr. Erkan agreed that those two entities do not have such power. 

Mr. Vasquez made a motion to amend the "Benefit Impact Evaluation Form" by 
changing the scoring for 'impact on residential environment' to reflect the following: 
changing the scoring for 'mixed land use development' from 1 to 6; changing the 
scoring for 'residential, higher density' from 2 to 9; and changing the scoring for 
'predominantly single family' from 3 to 12. Mr. Ross seconded the motion. 

Mr. Flores spoke in support for the proposed Ordinance. 

In response to a question by Ms. Lott, Mr. German spoke to requests for future 
projects. 

Mayor Thornton noted that City Council will be developing a policy for spending 
these funds. 

After consideration, the amendment prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, 
Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, Ross, Marbut, Peak, Webster, Thornton. NAYS: 
None. ABSENT: Billa Burke. 
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The main motion, as amended, carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, 
Ross, Marbut, Peak, Webster, Thornton. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Billa Burke. 

97-11 CLARIFICATION OF EARLIER DIRECTION TO STAFF ON TAX 
PHASE-INS 

Mayor Thornton at this time clarified for the record the City Council's earlier 
direction to City staff relative to the matter of hotel tax phase-ins. 

97-11 PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE 

Mayor Thornton declared the Public Hearing to be open. 

Ms. Rebecca Q. Cedillo, Vice-PresidentIPlanning, San Antonio Water System, 
explained the proposed amendments in order to comply with federal and state 
regulatory law. 

The following persons appeared to speak: 

Mr. Leils Christansen recited a poem concerning a number of points and concerns 
he has with several topics. 

Mr. Bill Sartor, representing the Southwest Car Wash Association, noted that his 
organization was involved in the creation of the amendments, and he spoke in 
support, lauding SAWS for its cooperation and support. 

Mr. Mike Harris, representing San Antonio Manufacturers Association, and Mr. 
Doug Workman, representing San Antonio Restaurant Association, both spoke in 
favor. 

There being no further citizens signed to speak to this matter, Mayor Thornton 
declared the Public Hearing to be closed. 
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The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85765 

AMENDING CHAPTER 34, ARTICLE V, SEWAGE TRANSPORTATION, 
TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL, DIVISIONS 3 AND 4, REGARDING 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE AND LIQUID WASTE TRANSPORTATION AND 
DISPOSAL REGULATIONS, SECTIONS 34-471 TO 34-550 OF THE CITY 
CODE OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
PROVISIONS SET OUT IN FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATORY LAW; 
AND DIRECTING PUBLICATION. 

* * * * 

Mr. Peak made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Flores 
seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, 
Ross, Peak, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSTAIN: Marbut; ABSENT: 
Billa Burke. 

97 -11 APPEAL OF MOHAMMED H. AMROLLAH OF DELTA CAB CO. 

Deputy Police Chief Jerry Pittman, commander of Support Services Division and the 
Transportation unit, spoke to the background and recommendations of staff, as 
outlined in the staff memorandum, asking for revocation of Mr. Mohammad H. 
Amrollah's taxicab operating permits. He stated that Mr. Amrollah allegedly 
falsified documents. He also noted that the City is prepared to offer a grace period 
during which the nine drivers of Mr. Amrollah' s taxicab fleet might find new 
affiliations. He then spoke to his concern for industry safety and integrity. 

Mr. Cruz Chavira, General Manager, AAA Dispatch Service, presented Council 
members with a special handout of materials, and noted that the City's case is based 
upon allegations, and that there has been no ruling by a court of law. He then spoke 
to the record of service compiled by Delta Cab Company, owned by Mr. Amrollah. 
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(At this point, Mayor Thornton was obliged to leave the meeting. Mayor Pro Tern 
Vasquez presided.) 

Mr. Chavira stated his belief that the staff's recommendations are a harsh solution, 
and he recommended probation or a file in lieu of revocation of the pennits. He 
then read from City Code Chapter 33 provisions, noting that regulations says that a 
taxicab company can be 'self-insured'. 

Mr. Gary Brandenberg , also representing AAA Dispatch Service, stated his belief 
that the recommended punishment doesn't fit the violation involved. 

Mr. Mohammad Amrollah, owner of Delta Cab Company, spoke to his record of 
service, and asked that the punishment be less than that recommended. 

Mr. Robert Gonzales, representing National Cab Company, spoke to the problems 
of taxicab companies and addressed Delta Cab Company" record of service. He 
asked for a lesser penalty than recommended. 

(At this point, Mayor Thornton returned to the meeting to preside.) 

In response to a question by Mr. Marbut, chairman of the Transportation Advisory 
Committee, Chief Pittman stated that Mr. Amrollah did not have insurance on his 
taxicabs for a period of more than five months, and also allegedly falsified 
documents in that regard, yet collected insurance premiums totaling some $25,300 
from 11 drivers of taxicabs operating under his pennits. He noted that as a result, 
those drivers had no insurance protection during that period of time, nor was the 
public protected from accidents involving those vehicles, as well. He noted that 
there was no double-j eopardy involved. 

Mr. Marbut noted that proper paperwork must be on file with the state if a taxicab 
company wishes to be 'self-insured'. He further noted that, if Mr. Armload's 
permits are revoked, he still can operate a taxicab, and also can re-apply for his 
permits in four years. 

Chief Pittman re-stated the grace-period offer to Mr. Amrollah's nine current 
drivers, stating that City staff is willing to accept a six-month waiver for them, in 
order for them to seek new employment. 
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Mayor Thornton spoke in question of the 'middle-ground' option in the ordinance 
involved. 

Mr. Frank Garza, Assistant City Attorney, stated that this option allows the City to 
permit a lesser penalty than revocation of the permits. 

Chief Pittman noted that suspension of the permits also hurts the drivers. 

In response to a question by Mr. Flores, Chief Pittman explained how a finn can 
become 'self-insured', noting that a minimum of26 vehicles is needed. 

Mr. Flores spoke against penalizing the drivers involved, as well. 

Mr. Ross stated his belief that not having the required insurance is a senous 
problem. 

In response to a question by Mr. Avila, Mr. Chavira differentiated between 'driver­
owned' taxicab permits and cases where drivers lease their vehicles from Delta Cab 
Company. He spoke in support for a fine, not revocation of permits, in order to 
avoid hurting the drivers. 

In response to a question by Mr. Avila, Chief Pittman noted that taxicab driving jobs 
are available for those drivers seeking them. 

Mayor Thornton briefly summarized the charges, and spoke to the need to support 
the staff's recommendations. 

The Clerk read the following Resolution: 

A RESOLUTION NO: 97-11-13 

RENDERING A DECISION IN THE APPEAL OF THE RENO V AT ION OF THE 
TAXICAB OPERATING PERMIT ISSUED TO MR. MOHAMMED 
AMROLLAH FOR THE OPERATION OF DELTA CAB COMPANY FOR 
VIOLATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE CITY CODE. 
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Mr. Marbut made a motion to uphold the decision of the Director of Ground 
Transportation and revoke the taxicab operating pennit issued to Mr. Mohammed 
Amrollah for the operation of Delta Cab Company and approve the proposed 
Resolution. Mr. Peak seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Resolution, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Herrera, 
Ross, Marbut, Peak~ Thornton~ NAYS: None~ ABSENT: Billa Burke, Webster. 

97 -11 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85766 

ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE OFFICE OF JUVE~E mSTICE AND 
DELINQUENCY PREVENTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000.00 TO FUND 
THE SECOND YEAR OF THE GANG REHABILITATION, ASSESSMENT 
AND SERVICES PROGRAM TO CONTINUE A GANG PREVENTION, 
INTERVENTION, AND SUPPRESSION PROJECT~ AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT IN THE 
TARGET AREA~ AND APPROVING A BUDGET AND PERSONNEL 
COMPLEMENT. 

* * * * 

Mr. Herrera made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Webster 
seconded the motion. 

Police Chief AI A. Philippus narrated a video presentation concerning the program 
and project, and explained that this proposed grant represents the second year of a 
three-year grant program . 

. In response to a question by Mr. Webster, ChiefPhilippus spoke to how the SAFFE 
Program allows flex-hours for officers. 

Mr. Vasquez spoke in support for the program and addressed the need for federal 
grants and the setting of priorities. He spoke to the need to review the entire 
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Community Development Block Grant funding process and the shrinking of federal 
dollars for all such programs. 

Mr. Avila spoke in support for the program. 

Mr. Ross noted that this grant does not require matching dollars from the City of 
San Antonio. 

In response to a question by Mr. Ross, Mr. Alexander E. Briseno, City Manager, 
briefly outlined the CDBG funding process. 

Mr. Ross noted that federal funding for the CDBG process is limited, especially in 
the area of housing. 

Ms. Lott thanked ChiefPhilippus for having such a program for San Antonio. 

The following person appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, spoke to the need to see what we are getting for 
our tax money, and spoke to his concern with this grant only paying 20 per cent of 
the police officers' salaries. 

* * * * 

Chief Philippus noted that this 20 per cent represents the amount of time the officer 
in question spends working in this program~ thus, the grant pays for his entire pay as 
it relates to the program. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Vasquez, Herrera, Ross, 
Marbut, Peak, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Avila. 
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97 -11 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 85767 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
WITH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO IMPLEMENT 
THE DENIAL OF RENEWAL OF DRIVERS LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO 
APPEAR PROGRAM. 

* * * * 

Mr. Herrera made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Webster 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Quentin Porter, Director of Municipal Courts, narrated a video presentation of 
the proposed interlocal agreement, a copy of which is made a part of the papers of 
this meeting. He briefly explained the program in cooperation with the Texas 
Department of Public Safety and distribution of funds received, stating his belief that 
this program will result in the City of San Antonio receiving about $130,000 in 
revenues each year. 

The following person appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, spoke m support for an ombudsman-like 
program such as thi~. 

* * * * 

In response to a question by Mr. Webster, Mr. Porter noted that only about 30 per 
cent of all traffic fines are collected because of such options to payment as defensive 
driving classes or probation, despite the fact that some 90 per cent of traffic 
warrants are cleared each year. 

Mr. Ross thanked City stafIfor coming up with this unique program, and stated that 
it is one step closer to privatizing the collection of traffic fines. 
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In response to a question by Mr . Avila, Mr. Porter compared parking tickets to 
moving traffic violations as to the percentage cleared. 

Mr. Peak urged the use of other available state laws such as this to accomplish other 
successful programs. 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Vasquez, Ross, 
Marbut, Peak, Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Herrera. 

97-11 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCKGRANT 
PRESENTATIONS. 

Mayor Thornton spoke briefly to the timetable for presentation of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) requests this years. 

97-11 The City Clerk read a proposed ordinance amending Section 2.4(i) of 
Ordinance No. 82647 which indicates the deadline for the use of Council 
Contingency Fund Expenditures to non-City groups, to read as follows: "No request 
will be considered within thirty (30) days before a general City election."; and 
declaring an emergency, as requested by Councilwoman Lynda Billa Burke. 

Mr. Avila made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Lott seconded 
the motion. 

The following persons appeared to speak: 

Mr. Faris Hodges, Jr., 140 Dora, stated his belief that this proposed ordinance is 
illegal and not fair, and he spoke to the background of the issue, distributing 
information to City Council members. 

Mr. Jack Finger, P.O. Box 12048, read from the proposed ordinance and addressed 
his concerns with the uses for discretionary funds, stating his belief that this is a 
lowering of standards, and he addressed an example. He also stated his belief that 
no emergency exists in this matter. 
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* * * * 

In response to a question by Mr. Peak, Mr. Lloyd Garza, City Attorney, spoke to 
the effects of the proposed ordinance. 

Mr. Peak and Mr. Webster both spoke in opposition to the proposed ordinance. 

The motion failed to carry by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, 
Vasquez, Marbut. NAYS: Ross, Peak, Webster, Thornton. ABSENT: Billa Burke, 
Herrera. 

97 -11 The Clerk read the following Resolution: 

A RESOLUTION NO: 97-11-14 

SUPPORTING LEGISLATURE WHICH WOULD AMEND CURRENT STATE 
LAW TO ALLOW THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO TO REGULATE THE 
PLACEMENT OF SIGNS ON PUBLIC RIGHT -OF-WAY WITlllN THE CITY'S 
CORPORATE LIMITS, AS REQUESTED BY COUNCILMAN JEFF 
WEBSTER. 

* * * * 

Mr. Webster spoke in support for the proposed Resolution, stating his opinion that it 
gives more control to the local communities to regain control of their own rights-of­
way. 

Mayor Thornton then read his letter of support for this proposed legislation, 
addressed to State Rep. Bill Siebert. 

Mr. Jim Campbell, Director of Intergovernmental Relations, spoke to the current 
status of this proposed legislation. 

In response to a question by Mr. Ross, Mr. Habib Erkan, Assistant City Attorney, 
spoke to the law involved. 
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Mr. Ross then spoke to his concept of the effects of a new law in this area and a 
staff memorandum which speaks to possible changes of the current City laws 
governing this. 

Mr. Lloyd Garza, City Attorney, spoke to what the proposed Resolution would 
accomplish, and noted that political signs in public rights-of-way answer to a 
different standard. 

Mr. Ross spoke in support of having such standards apply to everyone. 

Discussion then took place concerning the ramifications of the law now in force and 
why political signage is treated differently. 

Mr. Peak spoke to his concern for a double-standard as to enforcement of this law. 

The following persons appeared to speak: 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, spoke against a double-standard in the enforcement 
of laws. 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, stated his belief that the law only benefits 
monied officeholders and no the small office seeker , and spoke in support for 
allowing such political signage to be displayed in public rights-of-way during an 
election campaign. 

* * * * 

After consideration, the motion carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Lott, Avila, Marbut, Peak, 
Webster, Thornton; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Billa Burke, Vasquez, Herrera, 
Ross. 
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97-11 TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION - Granted: 

Mayor William E. Thornton to travel to Austin, Texas, from March 17, 1997 to 
Marchl7, 1997 to attend and testify as President of the Texas Municipal League on 
Annexation Issues before the Legislature. 

* * * * 

The following persons appeared to speak: 

Mr. Faris Hodges, Jr., 140 Dora, spoke to the need to re-word this travel 
authorization to reflect that the requestor already has made this trip. He then 
questioned where City Council members stand on the matter of annexation. 

Mr. Jack Finger, P.O. Box 12048, spoke against approving travel authorizations 
after-the-fact, stating his belief that this is 'rubberstamping' the matter. 

* * * * 

Mr. Ross spoke to the reasons why the Mayor and City Council members might 
need to make such trips without having to await a formal City Council meeting to 
approve it. 

Mayor Thornton asked that such travel authorizations, in the future, reflect the fact 
that they are ratification's of an already-completed trip. 

97-11 TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION - Granted: 

Councilman Robert G. Marbut, Jr. to travel to Indianapolis, Indiana from March 
27, 1997 to April 1, 1997 to attend San Antonio Local Organizing Committee 
(SALOC) Delegation (1997 Final Four) 
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97 -11 There were no Citizens signed up to speak for the Citizens to be Heard 
Segment. 

97-11 The City Council recessed its regular meeting at 6:05 P.M. to convene in 
Executive Session for the purpose of: 

A. Attorney/Client consultation regarding the legal implications of Ordinance No. 
713 enacted by the City of Hill Country Village on February 20, 1997. 

B. Attorney/Client consultation regarding litigation case styled Michael Heim v. 
City of San Antonio. 

C. Attorney/Client consultation regarding litigation case styled International 
Association of Fire Fighters, Local 624 and Michael F. Rankin, President v. City of 
San Antonio and Fire Chief Robert Ojeda, in his official capacity. 

City Council adjourned the Executive Session and reconvened the regular meeting at 
6:40 P.M., at which time Mayor Thornton announced that the City Council had been 
briefed on the above-styled matters and had given staff direction, but had taken no 
official action. 

97-11 There being no further business to come before the Council, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:41 P.M. 

Attest 

~/.(~ 
NORMA S. RODRrG-t1EZ, CMC/AAE 
City Clerk 
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