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CITY COUNCIL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

1:00 p.m.

Media Briefing Room

I

Council Present:

Council Absent:

Staff Present:

Others Present:

Mayor Julian Castro, Chair

Councilmember Mary Alice P. Cisneros, District 1

Councilmember Ivy R. Taylor, District 2

Councilmember Ray Lopez, District 6 (Interim)

Councilmember Justin Rodriguez, District 7

None

Sheryl Sculley, City Manager, T.C. Broadnax, Assistant City

Manager; Michael Bernard, City Attorney; Bill McManus, Police

Chief; Jose Banales, Deputy Chief; Judge John Bull, Municipal

Courts; Rod Sanchez, Director, Planning and Development Services

Department (PDSD); Jesus Garza, Assistant Director, PDSD; Scott

White, Director ofConvention and Visitor's Bureau; Gabe

Quintanilla, Case Manager; Norma Morales-Arias, Court

Administrator; David McCary, Director, Solid Waste Management

Department; David Newman, Assistant Director, Solid Waste

Management Department; Stephen Haney, Environmental Services

Manager; David D. Garza, Director, Housing and Neighborhood

Services; Joe Nino, Deputy City Attorney; Leslie Haby, Assistant City

Attorney; Ted Murphree, Assistant City Attorney; Savita Rai,

Assistant City Attorney; Adrian Perez, Economic Development

Manager; Leticia Saenz, Deputy City Clerk; Lisa Lopez, Office ofthe

City Clerk

Richard Thum, Five Star Cleaners; Josh Baugh, San Antonio Express

News; Marisol Robles, San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of

Commerce; Ed Howie, Brand-True; Shanna Kilgore, Valero; Dana

Stolhandske, MacArthur H.S.; Marcy Lindsey, MacArthur H.S.;

Bobbie Turnbo, MacArthur H.S.; Bicky Maisel, Cowboy Cleaners

I

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Castro called the meeting to order.

I. Approval of minutes from the March 17, 2010, Governance Committee Meeting

Councilmember Cisneros moved to approve the minutes of the March 17, 2010 Governance

Council Committee Meeting with the correction to change "Council Absent" to "Others Present".

Councilmember Lopez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

II. Items requiring individual briefing(s):
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a. Discussion on a proposal by Mayor Julian Castro for an ordinance

defining a procedure for succession in the event of temporary or

permanent vacancy by a Councilmember [Presented by Michael Bernard,

City Attorney]

Michael Bernard, City Attorney, reported that the City Charter provision indicates that in the

event of a vacancy, the remaining members of the City Council fill the vacancy. He noted that

no other provisions define a method of succession to either fill a temporary or permanent

vacancy by a Councilmember. He proposed that at the very first Council Meeting after the

vacancy is announced, the City Council accepts the vacancy and directs the City Clerk to invite

individuals from that district to apply within ten days by submitting an application, letter of

interest, and disclosure statement. At the first "B" Session scheduled after the ten days, the City

Council will narrow down the field of applicants to three who will then be interviewed at the

next "A" Session. The City Council can either vote someone in or reject all of the applicants.

Mayor Castro expressed his appreciation to staff for their work on this issue and encouraged all

the Councilmembers to become familiar with the details of the proposed process. He noted that

it was necessary to bring order and consistency on the appointment process and strengthen public

confidence. In response to Councilmember Rodriguez, Mr. Bernard clarified that the language

would indicate that if the vacancy occurs with more than sixty days of the next election, they

would follow the recommended procedure; but if it occurs less than sixty days, the vacancy

would not be filled. Councilmember Rodriguez expressed concern about a vacancy remaining

unfilled for sixty days. Mayor Castro added that the details would be worked out in terms of the

number of days the seat would remain vacant.

In response to Councilmember Lopez, Mr. Bernard replied that a temporary absence is defined in

the State Constitution and includes military service, and is different from someone becoming

disabled. Under the military option, the City Council is allowed to appoint a temporary

replacement. Councilmember Cisneros thanked staff for developing a recommendation for this

process and noted they were taking the right steps to define the appointment process.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Lopez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

b. Discussion on community stakeholder input on plastic bags issue

[Presented by David McCary, Director of Solid Waste Management

Services ]

Sheryl Sculley, City Manager, stated they were seeking guidance to develop a plan and strategy

regarding plastic bags. She stated that plastic bags have become a national issue with single-family

households using 500-600 plastic bags per year.

In response to Councilmember Cisneros, David McCary, Director of Solid Waste Management

Services, reported that they are working with community partners and stakeholders to obtain a

better understanding of their needs while reducing the distribution of single-use plastic bags. He

noted that plastic bags could be recycled through various vendors since the City's curbside

recycling program currently does not accept them.

Councilmember Taylor entered the meeting at this time.
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Mr. McCary cited the practices utilized by other cities. He highlighted the importance of public

input, and noted that education and outreach might not be sufficient considering only a small

percentage of the 200 million plastic bags used per year are recycled. He confirmed that once they

meet with stakeholders and gain input from the community, they will establish short and long-term

goals.

Councilmember Rodriguez expressed his support for the actions being taken by the Department.

He asked about the length of the process and next steps. Mr. McCary replied that the first step

would be to increase the opportunities to recycle plastic bags. He stated that they wanted to reduce

the number of plastic bags provided and increase the use of reusable bags. Councilmember

Rodriguez requested that the Citizens' Environmental Advisory Committee be included in the

dialogue. He also encouraged incorporating input from stakeholders such as corner stores and

dollar stores. Councilmember Cisneros noted that it was important for the City to set a standard

and begin to utilize reusable bags more often. She made note of the bag tax, and asked that it not

be the first option they seek to implement.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

HI. Council Consideration Requests:

a. Consideration of a request by Councilman John Clamp, District 10, that staff

review the proposal of renaming Bitters Road, between Nacogdoches to

MacArthur Boulevard.

Rod Sanchez, Director of Planning and Development Services, reported that the portion of

Bitters Road that Councilmember Clamp is proposing to rename lies east of the Airport. He

noted that MacArthur High School's address is on this street, and therefore; proposes the

renaming to MacArthur Boulevard, which would be funded through Councilmember Clamp's

NAMP Fund. He indicated that the renaming would follow the normal process which calls for a

public hearing with affected property owners and approval by the City Council.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Rodriguez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

b. Consideration of a request from Councilwoman Jennifer V. Ramos, District

3, that staff amend Section 21-52 - Noise Nuisance Enumeration, so as to

reduce the decibel threshold for property defined in Section 21-52 (a), (10)-

(12) to 63 decibels when such property abuts areas that are zoned

residential.

Chief McManus reported that under the existing Ordinance, there are three noise decibel levels

for residential, industrial, and entertainment zoned properties. He reported that the request is

to add a provision to the current Ordinance that would lower the decibel levels to a common

standard for any business, industrial or entertainment property that is near a residential area.

Mayor Castro asked if the St. Mary's Street Corridor would be affected by these changes. Chief

McManus replied that if it is an entertainment zone, it is currently allowed at 85-decibel levels.
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The recommendation would be to change it to 63-decibel levels if it is abutting a residential

area. Mayor Castro encouraged staff to review the impact to entertainment venues, but also

expressed his understanding of residences near these areas. Councilmember Cisneros

expressed her support and stated that wording such as "nearing the decibel level" would be

important to include in the Ordinance.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the Public Safety Council Committee.

Councilmember Rodriguez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

c. Consideration of a request by Councilman Justin Rodriguez, District 7, for

staff to advertise the vacant Municipal Court judicial position for juvenile

offenses and truancy cases.

Judge Fred Bull reported that there are currently nine Full-Time Judges. He stated that the

Juvenile Case Management function was transferred to Municipal Court last year and the

greatest increase has been with outside arresting agencies, such as school districts, who have

requested to file their cases at Municipal Court. He emphasized the need to fill the tenth

judicial position and recommended that they review conducting the juvenile process

somewhere other than Frank Wing Building in the future.

Mayor Castro thanked Judge Bull and his staff and requested that they continue to monitor the

progress of those in the Juvenile Court System. Councilmember Rodriguez spoke of the

challenge of juvenile cases. He recognized Gabe Quintanilla, former North East Independent

School District Board Member, and thanked staff for their work.

Councilmember Rodriguez moved to forward said item to the Municipal Court Advisory

Committee. Councilmember Cisneros seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

d. Consideration of a request by Councilman Jennifer V. Ramos, District 3, for

staff to amend the Major Thoroughfare Plan by upgrading the designation

of Goliad Road to a Secondary Arterial Type B (which requires 70-86 feet

right-of-way) from Pecan Valley to Loop 410 South.

Rod Sanchez reported that a segment of Goliad Road is currently classified as a Secondary

Arterial Type B on the City's Major Thoroughfare Plan. By continuing this designation from

Pecan Valley to Loop 410 South, this will ensure that it is placed on the Major Thoroughfare

Plan. He added that it would allow them to obtain the necessary construction as

redevelopment occurs along this portion of the road. He confirmed that staff supports this

request and recommends that the designated process be followed.

Councilmember Rodriguez moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Cisneros seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

e. Consideration of a request from Councilman Lopez, District 6, for staff to

revise and amend the City's ordinances related to Human Display

Establishments and Sexually Oriented Businesses.
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Michael Bernard reported that the City currently has four separate sections in the City Code

that regulate sexually oriented businesses. He further noted that there has been a proliferation

of ways to circumvent the codes, but there are case laws to help them regulate how to define it

and close loopholes.

Councilmember Lopez stressed the importance of identifying the issues under the State's

purview as the Ordinance is drafted. He suggested these types of issues be addressed through

the Intergovernmental Relations Council Committee. Mr. Bernard confirmed that the core of

the recommended changes of the Ordinance would be forwarded to the Public Safety

Committee, and any State or Federal issues will be taken to the Intergovernmental Relations

Committee.

Councilmember Lopez moved to forward said item to the Public Safety Council Committee.

Councilmember Cisneros seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

f. Consideration of a request from Councilman John G. Clamp, District 10 and

Councilwoman Elisa Chan, District 9, for staff to review the exceptions with

the Peddlers/Solicitors Ordinance and prohibit placement of door hangers

or pamphlets.

David Garza, Director of Housing and Neighborhood Services, reported that the intent of the

request was to strengthen the current approach to regulate door-to-door peddlers.

In response to Mayor Castro, Mr. Garza indicated that they wanted to clarify the type of

solicitation that can occur. He noted that the concern is that this approach is being utilized as a

tactic by burglars. Mr. Bernard confirmed that a general prohibition on solicitation or peddling

is unconstitutional, but he indicated that they have an idea of the limitations and are working

on an ordinance to address same.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the Public Safety Council Committee.

Councilmember Rodriguez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

g. Consideration of a request from Councilwoman Leticia Cantu, District 4, for

staff to take the appropriate steps in bringing forward to the appropriate

committees an ordinance banning the use of mobile communication

devices for texting or internet browsing while driving.

Chief McManus reported that the recommendation is for a citywide ban on the use of texting

while driving. He stated that they would review the practices of other cities across the state,

and the costs associated with any changes. He indicated that he was also researching an

Ordinance to prohibit failing to pay full attention to driving.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the Public Safety Council Committee.

Councilmember Lopez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
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h. Consideration of a request from Councilwoman Elisa Chan, District 9, for a

video to be produced which will communicate San Antonio's economic

strengths and assets.

Scott White, Director of the Convention and Visitor's Bureau (CVB), reported the staff was

recommending appropriation from the Economic Development Incentive Fund to produce

videos to promote San Antonio as a viable economic destination. He confirmed that one of the

videos would be produced specifically for Shanghai. He stated that Bromley Communications is

currently on retainer by the CVB for these types of projects, and would maximize this current

relationship to keep the costs reduced.

In response to Mayor Castro, Mr. White confirmed that the videos would be utilized for other

purposes. In response to Councilmember Taylor, Mr. White clarified the costs to produce the

videos, but noted the CVB would fund the 30-second and 60-second spots related to Tourism.

In response to Councilmember Cisneros, Mr. White confirmed that funding for the production

of these videos would not qualify to be paid through the Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) based on

State Legislation. Ms. Sculley added that the primary focus is economic development.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Lopez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

IV. Consideration of items for future meetings

It was noted that the next meeting would be held May 19, 2010.

V. Adjourn

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:12 p.m.

ATTEST:

Ran Castro

Mayor

Leticia M. VaceK, TRMC/CMC

City Cleri
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