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MARCH 23, 1944 

HEGULAH MEETING UF THE COlvllvII0SI ONERS u}i' THE LiITY UF S" :J ANTONIO , 
HELD I N 'tHE COUNcIL cHAlvIBER OF THE CIIlY HALL , SAN ANTONIO , TEXAS, 

AT 10: 00 u' CLOCK, A. H . ON THURSDAY, lIARCH 23HD, 1944. 

PRESENT: Mauermann, Gallaghan, Hein and Anderson . ABSEU'J:: bteffler . Mayor Mauermann pre­

siding. 

It being called to the attention of the Liity 01erk that the Minutes of the meeting of 

March i6th were incorrect in that a portion of the proceedings were omitted, said Minutes wer 

amended by the addition of the following: 

Mrs . H. D . Mcuimsey , who headed a coramittee representing the ~irl bcouts of ~merica, ap ­

peared before t he "'o urrcil with a request that the 0ity 01' ba n .rt.rr'ton io lease to the Girl 3cout 

of America a certain portion of land located in Franklin F ield, Olmos Basin, owned by the Cit 

of Qan Antonio , which property has been used for the pa st four years by the uirl Scouts . Dur-

ing the discussion by the 1\ ayor and vommissioners and Mrs . McGimsey which followed , the l'~ayor 

aske d t he City Att orney, ~. D. Cobbs , hi s opinion re garding the le gality of the proposed leas • 

Mr . Co bbs stated before the Council that "while it tore hi s heartstrings" to g ive an adverse 

opinion, the entire Olmos Hasin is a dry lake bed int ended to impound the waters behind the 

dam in time of heavy ra i ns and preve nt "flood waters ~ixteen feet deep in the business sec­

tion of San Antonio . " It was further stated by Mr . vo bbs tha t any structures put in the Olmo 

Basin which would float during high water periods could constitute a hazard to t he efficient 

operation of the Olmos Dam . According to the law, the lake bed known as Olmos Basin is owned 

by the citizens of San Antonio and cannot be leased to any i ndividual or organization for 

their exclusive use , thus depriving the general public of its use . 

Mrs. 'l 'om ll 'rost , Jr ., a member of the vommittee, spoke from the audience and asked , "Is 

it not a fact that the land immediately behind the Olmos Dam in the Olmos .id-asin is leased for 

a golf driving range?" 

Commissioner Hein answered with the statement that this lease was handled by the Junior 

Chamber of liommerce . 

Comrnissioner Callaghan then stated that it was a fact that the driving range had been 

leased for a pp roximately ten years and he saw no reason why t he ~ity vommissioners could not 

make an agreement with the Girl ~couta of 'America . 'hereupon , he of f e red a resolution author-

izing ~ommissioner Hein to execute an agreement for a nomi nal sum with the uirl Qcouts of 

America f or the portion of t he land in Olmo s Basin which is being used by them, contingent 

upon a favorable report from City ~ngineer Thomas Coghill , after a thorou h investigation by 

him. Commissioner Anderson requested Commissioner ~allaghan to acce pt an amendment to the 

effect that the a greement be held up until the City ~ngineer had made an investigation and re-

ported to the Ma yor and Liommi s sioners as to whether or not the maintenance of the buildings 

that were on the said property or the repairing of the same would create a flood hazard . Uom-

missioner Callaghan accep t ed COlnmissioner Anderson ' s su '~gestion. Commissioner Anderson furth-

er requested that the City httorney bring in a written opinion as to the legality of the a gree 

ment aff ecting the use of the land, to be also passed on b'efore any agreement be authorized , 

which amendment Commissioner Liallaghan refused to acce pt. 'llhen Commissioner Anderson request­

ed that the Mayor re-state the re 'solution as offered' by Cor.rrnissioner liallaghan, and follo fJing 

the Mayor's re-statement, the resolution was adopted by the following vote on roll call, to­

wit: Ayes , Mauermann , Callaghan, and h eine Nay , Steffler (Absent) and Anderson . 

The following letter was then read by the City Clerk : 

I 



Honorqble Mayor and Gity Commissioners 
City of San Antonio 
Building 

Gentlemen : 

~ '., ~' .. ~ .;-
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"March 21 , 1944 

In accordance wi th your instructions of last Thursday , 1furch 16 , 1944 , I have made an 
investigation of the area in the Olmos Basin which is being used by the Girl Scouts, for the 
purpose of determining whether or hot , in my opinion , the buildings which have been construct­
ed are a flood hazard . 

11he attached map shows the location of the buildings and the topography of the area . The 
one building which has been ,.completed is constructe d of rock and c oncrete with a tile r oof , 
2 shelters have been partially completed , each of which is constructed of c oncrete and rock , 
no roof having been placed on them at this time . The comp leted building is about 28 feet be ­
low the level of the daTI and both t he shelters are about 10 feet below the level of the dam. 

In view of the fact that any water which might become i mpounded in this area would build 
up gradually , I can see no reason why these buildings shouid be a hazard since they will hot 
floa t . 

THC" 

Hes pectfully, 

/s/ Thos . H. voghill 
vity ~ngineer 

A petition filed by r es idents of the 1200 block of uan Patricio Street asking for a sewer 

line on that block 'was presented to the vouncil and was referred to the Conmissioner of Street 

for action . 

A petition filed by Mr . Ghat~es E. Lee as Attorney for R. D. Robinson Estate asking for 

approval of a Correc t ed Plat of Lots 25 - 31 inclusive , City Hlock 485 was presented a nd re -

ferred to the vommissioner of ~treets for action . 

Commissioner Gallaghan introduced t he fol l owing Ordinance , which was read , passed and ap -

proved by the following vo t e on roll call, to-wit: Ayes , Mauermann, Callaghan , Hein and 

Anderson. ~ay, teffler (Absent) 

APPRO . NO . 601 AN ORDINANCE (796) 

APP.ROPRIATING $164 . 20 OUT OF 1.94:3 GENERAL FUND - VARIOUS 
DEPARTMElJTS - TO PAY 'l"ELEPHOI: E SERVICES FOR THE MOW:eH OF 

:rVIARCH, 1944 . 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Book "L" , p . 381) 

Commissioner Hein introduced the following Ordinances , which were read , passed and ap -

proved by the followin g vote on roll call, to-wit : Ayes , ~auermann , Callaghan , Rein and 

Anderson . Nay , 0teffler (Absent) 

APPRO . NO . 602 AN ORDI1 ANCE (797) 

APPROPRIATING ~~ 5 , 000 . 00 IN PAY11ENT TO H. R. F . liELLAt D, 
F . T. DROUGHT, IIAATTHEWS & KENAN AND J . '.'I . BERETTA ENGIJEERS , 
INC . FOR ENGIt\1EE RING SERVICES IN CONNECTION ·,'!ITH SE1,ifAGE 
PROJEC T TEX 41- 401 SEVIAGE TREATMElJT PLANT IHPROVEMENTS . 

(For full text of this Ordinance, s ee Ordinance Book "L TT
, p . 382 j • 

AN ORDINANCE (798) 

AMENDIl-JG "AN ORDINANCE MAKI NG AND r,;IANIFESTI NG CONTRACT 
WITH THE SAN ANTONIO ZOOBOGICAL SOCIETY, INC . " 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Book :·nL" , p . 382) 

Commissioner Anderson introduced the following Ordinances , which were read , passed and 

approved by the following vote on roll call , to-wit : Ayes, Mauermann , Callaghan , Rein and 

Anderson . Nay , Steffler tAbsent) 
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AP ? RO . NO . 60 3 

APPRO . NO . 604 

APPRO . NO. 605 

APP RO . NO. 606 

APPHO . NO . 607 

MA RCH 23, 1944 

AN ORDI NANCE ( 799) 

TRANSFERRI NG $1, 952 . 31 FROM PARKI NG :METER ACCOUNT TO 
1943 GENERAL FUND - FOR OPERATI ON AND l!·1AINTENANCE OF PARKI NG 

METERS . 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Book "L" , p . 382) 

AN ORDI NANCE (800) 

APPROPRIATIFG $1 . 00 OUT OF 1943 GE1\TE RAL l"UND - SE IVER 
IvlAINTENAIJCE - PAYABLE LO TEXAS & I'lE 'J ORLEANS RR . CO . 

FOR HENTAL OF PROPERTY FOR SEWER LI~m CROSS I NG. 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Book "L" , p . 383) 

AN ORDINANCE (801) 

APPROP IATING ~45 . 85 OUT OF 194-3 GENERAL F'UITJ - STREET 
:MAI NTENANCE - P AYABL'" TO ODGERS & STE',VART , INC . l!'OR 

EXTRA 'i JORK I N CONI\f2CTION ViITF CONTRACT . 

(Fo r full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Book "Ln , p . 383) 

AN OHD I NAtrCE (802) 

AC CEPTTUG- BID OF BEO . E . BROMBAUGH TO CONSrrnUCT SANITARY 
SEVJER ON ELVIRA AND HOUND 8TREE TS ; AND UAKING AN APPRO­

PRIATIOn . 

(For full text of this Ordinance , :see Ordinance Book "L" , p . 383) 

AN ORDINANCE t803) 

APPROPRIATI NG $3 , 390 . 08 ou'r OF 1943 GEN~RAL .1rUNlJ - STREE'l' 
MAINTENANCE - PAYABLE TO HODG~RS & oTEVJART , INC • .B' OR NO. 

1 ASPHALT I N PLAGl!i , IN ACCORDANCE VIITH CONTRACT • . 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Hook "L" , p . 384) . 

AN ORDINi\NCE (804) 

ACCEPTING DEED OF THURMAN BARRETT , ET AL , FOR ALLEY I N NEW 
CITY BLOCK 6770 . 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Book "L" , p . 385) 

1byor :Mauermann introduced the following Ordinances , whi c h were read , passed and ap rov­

ed by t he following vote on roll cal l , to - wit: Ayes , Mauerrnann , Callaghan , tlein and Ander-

son . Nay , ~teffler (Absent) 

APPRO . NO . 608 AN ORDINANCE (80 5) 

APPRO . NO . 609 

APPRO . NO. 610 

APPROPRIATING $145 . 80 OUT OF 1943 uE1mRAL FUND - VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS - '1'0 PAY DAN Q,UILL , POSTMASTER, FOR STAMPS & BOX 

RENTAL . 

(For full text of this Ordinance , see Ordinan ce 1iook "L" , p . 385) 

AN ORDINANCE (806) 

AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING INTERDEPARTMENTAL BUDGET TRANSFERS 
OF THE 1943 GE1\!ERAL FillTD . 

(For f ull text of this Ordinance , see Ordinance Ho ok "L" , p . 385) 

AN ORDINANCE (807) 

APPROPRIATING $ 7 . 49 OUT OF 1943 GENERAL F1JND - HEALTH DEPA..~T­
MENT - PAYABLE TO DR . LEWI S C . ROBBINS , M. D. TO RED lfBURSE 
HIM FOR EXPENSES ON TRIP TO LAREDO , TEXAS , ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS . 

(For full text of this Ordj.nance , see Ordinanc e Book "'L" , p . 386) 

Commissioner .hnd erson mad e a mo tion , seconded by Gommi ss ioner He in , that the peti tion .. 
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heretofore filed by t he Magnolia Petroleum vomp any a nd othe r pro oerty owners and lease holders 

on Pecan 0treet between broadway and J ef ferson Street s , re questing t hat sa i d block be mad e a 

t wo- way street, be not gr a nted , which motion wa s carrie d by t he followi ng vot e on roll call , 

to-wit : Ayes, Mauermann, Ga llaghan , Hein and Anderson . Nay, Steffler (Ab s s nt) 

Bids we r e opened to f urnis h t he Ci t y of ban Antonio with Traffic Si gna ls , and were ref er-

red to the Purc has i ng Agent for t abulation . 

Bids were opened to f urni sh the City o f Sa n Ant oni o with uound Projector , and wer e refer-

red t o t he Purcha s i ng Agen t a nd Hea lth Officer f or t abula tion . 
11'he Rodent Co ntrol Ordinance was _read for _the firs~ time , and pa s sed to t he second readi.qg , 

On motion by v on~iss ione r Anders on , s eoonded by vOflmi s sioner Ga lla ghan , and carried by 

the folIo i ng vo t e on roll ca l l, to - wit: Ayes , Ma uerma nn , Gallaghan , Hein and Anderson; Nay , 

oteffler (Ab sent), t he mee ting wa s rece ssed until 11: 00 o'clock~. M. on ~ ' ri da y , March 24th , 

1944 . 

* * * 
PURSUANT TO THE RE CESS of t he me eting of Thurs day, March 23rd , 1944, t he Council rec on­

ve ned at 11: 00 0' c I oc k , A. M • 0 n . .If r i da y , IvIa rc h 24 t h , 1944 • 

PRESEITT: Ma uer mann , Ga l l aghan, Hein and Ande r son . ABSENT: Steffler . Mayor Mauerma nn pre -

siding . 

Commissioner Heirr i ntr oduce d the followi ng Ordi nance s , which were read , passed a nd a pprov-

ed by t he following vote on roll ca ll , t o-wit: Ayes, Mauermann, Qa llaghan , He i n and n nderson . 

Nay, ;Steffler tAb s ent) 

APPRO . NO . 611 

APPRO. NO. 612 

AN ORDINA TCE ( 808) 

APPROPRI ATI NG 'IP'2,231 . 26 I N PAYI 'IE JT TO UHI TED STATES TREASURY 
BROCURE:r 'IENT DIVI SI O , FORT WORTH , TEXAS , FOR AUTOHOBILES . 

(For fu l l text of t h is Ordinance, see Ordina nc e Book "L", p . 386) 

AN ORDINANCE ( 809) 

APPROPRI ATI NG $1,115 . 63 I N PAYMENT TO UNI TED STATES TREASURY 
PROCUREME~NT DIVISI ON , FORT WORTH , TEXAS , FOR AUTO~ 10BILE . 

(For f ul l t ex t of this Ordi anc e , s ee Ordinanc e Do ok il L", p . 386) 

Commi s sioner Ande r s on i nt r oduced t he follo ~ i ng Ordinancej which was r ead, passed a nd ap­

proved by t he followi ng vo t e on ro l l call, to-wit; Ayes, IvIauermann , Calla ghan , l ein and Ander 

son . Nay , Stef fl er (Abs ent) 

APPRO. NO . 613 AN ORDINANCE ( 810) 

APPROPRI ATI NG $22 , 000,.00 I N PAYTl.ffi ,TT TO UNI TED STATES TREASURY 
PROCUREHENT DIVISION, FOR~ 'WOR'I'H, TEXAS , FOR AUTOHOBILES . 

(.b'or full text of t his Ordinance, s ee Ordinance Book "L" , p . 387) 

Mr . Jo hn ~ . Zeller a ppe a r ed befo r e t he ~ouncil and suggested that t h e Mayor a nd Commis-

sioners , together with t he Post War Planning ~offiP1 i t tee, meet with re r e sentatives of the vario s 

districts to be annexed by t he City of ba n ~ntonio , for hearings . upon motion by vommissioner 

Anderson , sec ond ed by lU onmissione r hei n a nd carried by the follo ~Jing vote on roll call, t o-wit : 

Ayes , Mauermann , Rein and Anderson . Nay , ~ teffler (Absen t) a nd vallaghan , commi t tees re present 

ing the vario us groups to oe a nnexed wer e as ked to ca ll the of fice of t he Gity vl erk and mak e 

an appointment to meet with the Ma yor a nd Gommi s sione r s and the Pos t Var Plann ing Boa r d to 

discuss t he annexation . 
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On motion by Commissioner Anderson , seconded by 0ommissioner Hein , and carried by the 

following vote on roll call , to - wit : Ayes , Mauermann , 0allaghan, liein and nderson . Nay , 

Steffler (Absent), the meetin~ adjourhe d March 24th, 1944 . 

APPROVED: 

ATTEST: ~ 

,(!J) ~1' ~d'774': 
City Clerk 

* * * 

• 
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