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AN ORDINANCE 0 F - \ 

Creating an ~xamining and Supervising Board of E~ectricianst designating the 

members thereof, and prescribing their powers and duties and term of office, proviiing for 

the licensing of electricians, and those engaged in electrical work within the City of San 

/lAntonio, Texas, the manner and way in which electrical work shall be done, the kind and 

class of material to be used in such work, the inspection of electrical ~ork , and the scale 

of fees for such inspection, the power and duties of the inspector of electric work, and 

reqUiring permits for certain kinds of electric work and providing for the bonding and 

Ilicensing of electrical contractors and prescribing penalties for the violation of any of the 

provisions of this act, and repealing all ordinances, or parts of ordinances in conilict 

with this act. 

BE IT ORDAIHIED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAl AN TOll 10 , Texas: 

SECTION 1. Creating an examining and supervising board of electricians within the 

City of San Antonio, ngming what persons shall compose same, fixing their term of office and 

providing for filling vacancies. 

That there is hereby created a board for the examination of Electricians within 

the City of San Antonio, Texas, to be known as the Examining Board of Electricians. Said 

Board shall consist of City Electrician, one electrical contr~ctort of not less than five 

(5) years experience, and one '(1) journeyman electrician of not less than five (5) years 

I practical experience; the first above mentioned is to have a term of service n.pon said board 

during his continuance in office, and the last two shall be appointed by the Mayor and City 

Council within five days after this ordinance takes effect, their respective terms to last 

II ~til the next election for city officers t and thereafter such a.ppointees' terms shall endure 

from the dates of their respective appointments until the succeeding election for city of-

ficers. If any vacancies shall occur in said Board, they shall be filled by the Mayor a.nd 

City Council for the unexpired torm. 

SECTION2· NO COMP~1TcATIOl~. Members of the Examining and Supervising Board of 

Electricians shall receive no compensation for their services on said Board. 

SECTIOn 3. ~VHO SHALL BE EX.\MINED: Said. Board shall ~xamine and pass upon all 

persons now engaged. in the electrioal bUSiness, whether .as an electrical contractor employ­

ing journeyman electricians and all persons who may hereafter wish to engage in the electri­

cal business or journeyman electrician, Vjithin the City of Sa.n Antonio, a.nd. also all persons 

who may apply for the office of City Electrician. 

SECTIO'N 4. 7JHEU LICEHSE SHALL ISSUE: lio license shall be issued to any person, 

firm or corporation to carryon or work at the business of electric contracting, or to act 

as inspeotor of eleotrical work until he or they shall have appeared before the Examining 

and Supervising Board of Electricians for examination ani registration, and shall have suc­

cessfully passed the required examination. 

S~CTION5. FBRM ND RBNE'1AL OF LICEUSE: No license shall be issued. for more than 

one year, but the same shall be renewed from year to year, upon application in writing filed 

with said boari. 

SBCTION 6. LICEUSE NON-TRAUSF~RABLE. Each such license shall be non-tfransferarle. 

SECTION 7. FEES FOR EXAMn~ATION: Each applicant for examination for an electrical 

license shall pay to such person as the Examining and. Supervising Boara. of Elcc~icia~s may 

deSignate to roceive the same, the sum of three (~p3.00) Dollars for each electric\l contrac­

tor examinei, and the sum of two (~2.00) Dollars for each journeyrnan eleotrician exa~toei, 
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which feos shall be used by said Board to defray all its legitimate expenses, and the residue 

if any, shall be paid over to the City Treasurer. 

SECTION 8. That before receiving the license to operate as A Master Electrician or 

Electrical Contractor, the person, firm or corporation applying for same shall execute and 

deposit with the City of San Antonio a surety bond to be approved by the Mayor, in the sum of 

One Thou.sand (~~lOOO. 00) Dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of all work entered 

u.pon or contracted for by him or them in strict accordance ' with the ordinances of the City of 

San Antonio, governing same, proviaed fUrther that the removal from the City of his place of 

business by any licensee shall operate as a forfeiture of his or their license, and provided 

further, that no person, firm or corporation holding such license shall allow his or their 

name to be used by any other party directly or indirectly for the purpose of obtaining a per­

mit to do work inder such license, umder penalty of having said license revoked by 'said City. 

SECTION9. l~o person shall be entitled. to receive a license as a master electrician 

or electrical contractor unless he shall be of the age of twenty-one years ani shall have had 

at least two years of actual practical experience as an electrician and shall agree, as a 

condition of obtaining such license, to carryon his business in strict compliance with the 

rules and ordinances of the City of San Antonio regulating said bUSiness, and in accordance 

with his bond, nor shall any person, firm or corporation holding a master electrician's li­

cense, be allowed to do or cause to be done, any electric wiring or installation of e1ectrica 

I equipment without having at least one licensed wireman on the work wherever there is any e­

lectric wiring to be installed, repaired or remodeled; provided further, that every licensed 

master electrician shall be responsible for all work done by any person in his employ, or any 

work covered by his license or bond, and provided further, that every licensed master elec­

trician shall employ only licensed wiremen to do electric wiring; and provided further that 

no person shall do or cause to be done any electric wiring, repairing or remodeling of any 

electric wiring intonded to carry a voltage of twenty-five volts or over, unless he be a li-

i censed wireman working for some perSon, firm or corporation holding a license from the City 

of San Antonio, who shall be responsible for sail work; ' provided, however, that a helper or 

apprentice may do electric wiring or repsit.ing under the direct personal supervision and 

guidance of a 1ioensed wireman, 

SECTION. 10. FEE TWICE PROHIBITED: The examination, and examination fee, shall not 

be required of the same person more than once. 

SECTION 11. REGISTER TO BE KEPT: Said Board shall register, in a book to be kept 

for that purpose, the names and places of business of all persons, firms or corporations to 

i whoin a license is issued, together with the date of the issuance o~ such license. 

I SECTION 12. FffiM TO HAVE PRACTICAL ELECTRICIAnS: Every person., firm or corporatio 

engaged in the electrical business shall have at least one member who is a practical e1ectri-

cisn. 

SECTION 13. :mITTEN APPLICATION FOH EXAMnTATIONS: 17HElT TO BE MADE, Etc: Upon the 

' written request of any person, firm or corporation who desires to stand the electrician's 

examination hereinbefore provided, said Board shall provide such examination for the app1ican s 

Ifor electrical license as in its judgment will best test their fitness to follow said trade 

! 

and business. All persons now engaged in the electrical bUSiness, whether as an electrical 

contractor, or a journeyman te1L6,ctrician, in the City of San Ahtonio, Texas, shall within ten 

., 



, 

3 

(10) da7s after this ordinance takes effect; submit themselves to the said Boari for Examina­

Ii tion, and in de:faul t of so doing, mt shall be unlawful for them to engage in the electrical 

bu.siness unless a.nd. until exa.mined and. lioensed.. 

SECTION 14. CITY ELECTRICIAN AND ASSISTAl~TS TO TAKE EXAMmATION BEFORE MAYOR SHALL 

APPOINT: Before the Maor shall appoint any person to the office of City Electrician or Assis­

tants, such person to the office of City Etectrician or Assistants, such person must first 

have applied for the. office named, and must have successfully passed the examination prescrib 

ed by the Examining and Supervising Board of Electricians. 

SECTION 15. PEN:ALTY FOR ~70RKnTG AT ELECTRICAL BUSINESS WITHOUT LICENSE: Any per-

son, whether as electrical contractor, employing, or journeyman electrician, engaged in, work 

ling a; or conducting the electrical business without license, as provided by law, shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor, and. on conviction thereof, shall pay a fine of not less than ten 

($~O.OO) dollars nor more than two hundred ($200.00) dollars. in accordance with a~ticle 131 

of the Revised Penal Code of 1911. 

SECTION 16. NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE: In the installation of all electrical wirin 

and apparatus the rules and reqUirements of the National Board of Fire Underwriters for e­

lectriC apparatus in force at the time the work is done, shall be complied with, in addition 

to such other rules herein provided. 

SECTION 17. PO:7ERS ~TD DUTIES OF CITY ELECTRICIAN: The City' Electrician is hereby 

authorized and empowered to make tests on all lighting systems furnished the city by persons, 

firms or corporations for the purpose of determining whether or not the terms of contract are 

being complied with, and it shall be the duty of the person, firm or corporation furnishing 

such electric service to provide suitable methods of making such tests as may be required by 

the City Electrician. 

SECTION 18. TIME OF INSPECTION, The City Electrician or his assistants are also 

authorized to enter any builiing, structure, subway or subway manhole in the City of San 

Antonio, at any time duDing reasonable hours, in the discharge of hie duties and upon demand 

of said Electrician or assistants the ovmer or his representative shall accompany the said 

Electrician upon his inspection. It shall be the duty of the City Electrician or his assis­

tants to inspect during the progress of the work all inSide, outSide, overhead and under­

ground electriC Wires, poles, cables, conduits, appliances, fixtures and apparatus hereinafter 

deSignated as inside and outSide electrical installations, and to notify the persons, firms 

or corporations interested or concerned, of any and all biolations, and to examine and pass 

l pon all applications for permits, and to inspeot all inside and outside electrioal installa­

tions included .under this ord.inance. 

SECTION 19. CONDEMl'iATION OF DANGEROUS :'lIRING: Any a.nd all dynamos, motors, wires 

or other material m~ed for electrical purposes and located in or on said builaings and 

condUits, power house, sub-stations and central station plants which shall become in the 

opinion of the said City Electrician, dangerous and unsafe to persons or property, shall be 

condemned by him, and upon receiving notice of such condemnation from sail City Electrician , 

Ithe person or persons, firm or corporation owning or using the same shall immediately cause 

the same to be put in safe condition. 
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SECTION 20. DISOONNECTION OF CONDEMNED dIRES:In case any person, persons, firm or 

corporation ovming or using electrical wires , dynamos, motors or other electric~l apparatus 

or material of an¥ nature whatsoever, located within or on buildings, which have been condemn­

l Q by the City Electrician, shall fail to have the same put in safe conQition within forty­

eight (48) hours after rccei~ing notice from said City Electrician that the same has been con-

emned. or within such other reasonable length of time as shall be prescribed by said City 

Electrician, then it shall be the duty of the said Electrician to remove the fuse, cut the 

ires or by other means completely, disconnect the condemned wires, apparatus, or other materia s 

tom the sources of electrical ene~gy, and. for the purpose of disconnecting sa.id condemned wire " 

~pparatu8 or other materials, said City Electrician shall have ~he right at anyn time to enter 

~onduits, or to enter upon any and all premises or buildings of any nature whatsoever, in the 

ity of San Antpnio, where such wires or materials are installed. 

SECTION 21. ~~N CURRENT IS TO BE RECOlnCCTED: When any electrical wire, dynamos, 

otors, or other electric wires or materials of any nature Whatsoever, telephones excepted, 

controlling or carrying a. current of ten CtO) volts or more, have been disconnec,ted., or rond.er 

ed inoperative by said City Electrician, as set forth in the foregOing provisins of this ordi-

ence, it shall be unlawful for any person or persons to in amy manner reoonnect the same or 

cause the same to be reconnected withthe source of electrical energy or use the same as part 

f any electrical system until they have been put into a safe condition and a certifioate of 

inspection has been issued by said City Electrician. 

SECTtON 22. S:CCURTI1G PERMITS FOR WmnIG: r/IRES !.lUST BE APPROV2D BEFORE BEnIG CON! 

CEALED: NO alteration or change shall be made in the wiring of any building; not shall any 

building wi thin the limits o;f San Antonio be vlired for the placing therein of electric lights t 

otors or heating devioes, without first securing from said City Electrician a permit there­

for. Before any electrio work of any kind shall be covered up or in any manner concealed 

from view, notice of the intention to so conceal or cover up such work must ,be given to said. 

/ City ElectriCian , and said Electrician shall approve the manner of installing such work befor 

the smae be covered, concealed or put into use. 

SECTION 23. PERMIT MUST BE TAKEN OUT BEFORE ',7mnTG IS COMMr.::NCEJ). No person shall 

commence to install, repair or remodel, or place inside or outside of a.ny building, any elec­

trical wiring or apparatus controlling or carrying a. current of ten (10) volts or more in the 

City of San An~onio until proper application has been made to the City Electrician and a per-

. Imit obtained anQ inspectio~ fees paiQ, ana, when requireQ, plans anQ specifications for the 

proposed. work shall be submitted for approval. ' 

SECTION 24. PLANS AND 2PECIFICATIOUS RE{)UIRED: C£RTIFICATE OF INSPECTION: When-

ever a system of electr,ical wi:bing oontrolled by and carrying ' ten (10) volts or more, is to 

be installed in or on a. building it shall be the duty of the party desi~ing such installation 

to present plans and specifications to the City ElectriCian and obtain a permit for such in-

stallation. Such permit shall not be granted unless such pla~s and specifications show that 

the wiring is to be done in accordance withthe rules a.nd regulations herein prescri~ed, and 

upon completion of tho wiring of any buil~ing it shall be the du~y of the company, firm or 

individual dOing such wiring to notify the said City ElectriCian, who shall incpoct the same 

a.t onoe, and if approved by him, shall issue a certificate of inspeotion which shall contain 

the date of such inspection and an outline of the result of such examination; but no such 

certificate shall be issued uhless the electric light, power or heating installation and all 

.. 



l appara:qs and wiring connected with it shall be in strict oonformity with the" rules and 

regulations herein prescribed and to the rules of the Nation~1 , B9ar~~f Fir~Underwfiters; 

nor shall any s~ch installations be oonnected to any souroe of eleotrioal energy until saoh 

oortificate is issaed: provided however, that while the work of constracting, altering or 

repairing any electrical wiring in any building is in progress, the City Eleotrician may 

issue to the person doing suoh work, if desiring to ase any eleotrio ourrent in said build­

ing, a temporary permit for the use of electrioity, whioh permit shall expire when the eleo-
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trical apparatus or system of 'airing for such building has been fully installed, constructed, 

altered or repaired and approved by the said City Electrician. Upon making the first inspec­

tion during the progress of any installation of electric wiring, apparatus or equipment the I 
City Electrician or assistants shall place in some conspicuous place a suitable tag or card 

showing that preliminary inspection has been made and upon final inspection and accpetance 0 

said work by the City Eleotrician he shall attach permanently to the service switch box a 

suitable metal tag showing that such installation complies fully with the provisions of this 

!ordinance, and it shall be unlawful for anyone to remove said tag or oard or for anyone to 

conneot said wiring to the s ervice wires unless the tag of final acceptance is attached ther -

to. 

SECTION 25. SERVICE WffiES TO BE TIT CONDUIT: All service wires from point of en­

trance of building to service switch and meter co·nneotion shall be run in approved rigid or 

flexible steel conduit with proper fittings. 

mON BOXES FOR SERVICE SWl:TCHES. 

All service switches shall be enclosed in approved iron boxes with suitable door 

anQ fastenings, and shall be loca ted at the nearest readily accessible place to the point 

where service Wires enter building. In any building where two or more cirouits are used, 

! S~id. bllildlng shall be wired for a three wire service, where only one " circili t is Ilsed a two 

W1re service may be used. 

SIZE 1IRES FOR OVERHEAD AND UNDERGROmrD COllNECTIOlTS. 

Where a building as connected. from overhead service, no service wires smaller than 

# 12 B. S. Gauge shall be used. Where bnilding is connected from underground servioe, all 

such connections shall be three wire. and no service wires smaller than #8 strandeQ B. and S. 

Gauge shall be used.. Where more than one meter . connec -'~ion is provid.ed I in the build.ing or 

supplied from one service connection. insuch case an approved distribution cabinet shall be 

located near the service switch. containing a suitable fused knife switch for each meter con­

nection. and the f eed wires for each meter conneotion, shall be run in a continuous conduit 

from distribution cabinet to e~ch met er. 

S~CTION 26. MOULDING 110 ~X:No wood.en moulding shall be used and where it is 

neoessary to cover surfac·e Wiring. either metal mouliing or approved iron conduit shall be 

used. Double braid or duplex wire shall be used in metal moulding. All buildings within 

the first fire linits shall be wired either in appr oved metal coniuit. armored cable or metal 

!mouldings ani all buildings l ocated within the city limits that are uscd for schools, audi-

I toriums. ohurches, places of amus ement, garages, office buildings ani hotels must have the 

wiring installed in rigid conduit, flexible steel conduit or armored cable with all the fit-

tings necessary to make a perfect and complete job of conduit installation. In· places where 

the wiring is exposed metal moulding, with approved fit t ings may be usei. In all buildings 

used for school purposes switches controlling each circuit must be placed on the tablet 

board; said tablet boardS must be placed in the hall on each floor and must contain the re-
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quisite number of switches to control the lights in each room on said floor. 

SECTION 27. OUTLET BOXES FOR KNOB A~rD TUBE ~YORK: All outlets in concealed knob 

nd tu.be work shall be provided. with an approve.d outlet box ; Vlli. th ears and suitable cover t not 

to exceed four (4") inches in diameter and not less than one and five-eights (1 - 5/8") inche 

del-ep; all wires shall enter this outlet box through loom properly fastened with loom locks, 

and all connections or joints in wires shall be made in said outlet boxes, the same as in reg 

ular conduit work; all runs between outlet boxes and outlet and switoh boxes sgall be oontin­

uous and without connections or jOints. These ou.tlet coxes shall be set flush with finished 

oeiling, baoked by board of sufficient thickness (mailed firmly to rigid sipports) and of suf 

ficient strength to support 100 pounds, and eaohoutlet box shall be fitted with suitable 

fixture stud. 

~ SECTION 28. SIGIIS~ ) (A) All signs must be constructed of sheet metal of not less 

than No. 28 U. S. metal gauge, or other approved noncombustible material, except that wood 

I ay be used on the outside for deooration if kept at least two inches from nearest lamp re­

,ceptacle • . All metal must be galvanized, enameled, or treated with three coats of anti-corro­

sive paint, or otherwise protected. against corrosion. 

(B). All signs must be so construoted to secure ample strength and rigidit 

and to be prectioally weatherproof and so as to enclose all terminals and wiring other than 

the supply': lea.d.s, except that open wiring will be permitted for signs on r60fs or open ground, 

,where not subjeot to meohanical injury. Cut-outs unless ,of weatherproof type, flashers and 

other similar devices, on or within the s ign structure must be in a. weatherproof box or cabi-

net of metal of not less than that of the Sign itself. 

(C). Receptacles must be so secured to sign to prevont any pOSSible tQrn­

ing, and so deSigned that terminals will be al least one-half an inch from other terminals 

and from metal of Sign, except where open work is permitted this separation must be one inch. 

Miniature r oceptaolesmust not be used ~n out-door signs. 

(D). All wires must be rubcer covered not less than :Ho. 14 B. S. Gauge', 

and double braided on all concealed work. Wires must be soldered to terminals and exposed 

parts of wires and terminals must be treated to prevent oorrosion. On outside of sign struc­

ture, except where open work is permitted, must be in approved metal oonduit or lead sheethed 

armo.ured cable. 

(E). All signs erected shall have a light giving capacity of four candle­

power to each thirty-six square inches of sUrfaoe of sign. Signs that are not burning and 
( 

not in use as an electrio sign, must be removed upon notioe from the City Electrician. Vfuere 

sign i~- erected over sidewalk there shall be a clearance of 8-} feet from sidewalk to lowest 

point of Sign, and no .sign shall extend to wi thmn two feet of the curb, line of such walk. 

(F). A plan with specifications giving oandle-power of lamps, class of 

material used, where Sign is to hang, how it is to hang, and in general everything pertaining 

I to size, weight and size of supports t mus t be furnished with peti tion to Oi ty, fop·· permission 

to erect electriC sign. 

(G). Any perSon, assooiation of persons, or corporation, who shall permit, 

construct, place or use any street sign other than hereby permitted, shall upon conviotion be 

fined in any sum not less than five ( ~? 5,OO) Dollars, nor more than Fifty ($50.00) Dollars and 

each day during whioh suoh offense shall continue shall be a separate offense. 

SECTION 29. OUTSIDE CONSTRUCTION: 
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(A). That all poles, piers, abutments, wires or othe~ necesary fixtures, 

appurtenances or appliances now or that may hereafter be in nse for telegraph, telephone, 

signaling or electric service_purposes, shall conform ~o the following requirements, and no 

person, firm or corporation or association of persons shall hereafter erect or construct, o~ 

hereafter maintain, if already constructed, any pole, pier, abutment, wire or other necessar 

fixture, appurtenance or appliance which does ·not conform to said requirements, viz: No two 

lines· of such poles shall be maintained or hereafter erected on the same s~de of ,ny street, 

alley, plaza or avenue except by permission from the City Counc~l. If such permission is 

obtained, and if such wires arc supported by such poles lines are over or under power, or 

high potential wiresn they shall have an approved weather proof insulation of a thickness of 

not less than 1/32 of an inch, for telegraph, t .elephone and Signal system. No telephone, 

telegraph or Signaling wires shal.l he run· parallel, cross over or under any power, low or ( 

high potential wires at a distance of less than three feet; and all wires of any company, 

person, firm or corporation shall be run . and strung on their own poles or fixtures, unless 

the consent of the City CoUncil is first had to the contrary. 

(B). The service or drop wires of telephone, telegraph and Signaling 

systems that extend from pole, pole· line and main ~ole line, to building or structure must 

have an approved weathor proof insulation. All wires of telephone, telegraph and signaling 

systems, that are supported by or attached to any light or power company's poles must have 

an approved weather proof insulation. No wires shall be less than twenty-five feet from the 

curb or ground. 

(C). The cross arms of all telephone, telegraph and Signaling systems, 

electric light a.nd power companfes must be of uniform length and strengthened by braces and 

the cross arms of each and every company must be well seasoned and approved by the City 

Electrician and kept sound. The poles of all companies used in supporting wires must be 

branded or stamped with the name or initials of the company owning same, and the name or 

initia.ls shall be kept clear and distinct and such distance from the ground as not to be 

erased. 

CD). If any of the cross-arms, pins or insulators shall become broken, 

cracked. rotten, split. loose or otherwise defective, the person or persons oTIning or in 

control thereof shall place same in a standard and safe condition within 48 pours after the 

receipt of a written notice from the City Electrician reqUiring him or then to no so. 

)'E). Whenever the trolley wire t guard wire, gay wire, pole, guy stub, 

wire or metal wrappings used in anyway in K supporting anchoring, or ·maintaining the wires, 

tubes and cables of an electric light, power, telegraph, telephone or signaling system shall 

become detached from their regular supports, loose, rotten, without standard insulation or 

insulators, bent or warped through undue weight, excessive strains, or broken off or partly 

broken, the person or persons owning or in control th~~eof shall place the same in a standar 

and safe condition within 48 hours after r eceipt of a wratten notice from the City Electri­

cian requiring him or them to do so. 

(F). All gny wires attached to any company's poles shall have at least 

one approved strain insulator inserted betweon ·the lowest wire and the pole, stub or anchor 

to which the g~ wire is attached. Guy wires shall be protected for a distance of eight 

feet from the ground by a suitable boxing entirely enclosing guy wire or anchor rod and box­

ing shall be painted white. 

(G). Service wires of all companies must be removed from pole and b~ild­

ing when they have not been in actual service for a. period of three months. All dea.d. and 

nQused wires must be removed from poles and exterior of bUiliings within 48 hours after 
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receipt of a written notice from the City Electrician requiring them to be so removed. 

All poles. guy stubs. anchors or similar apparatus must be removed when ~ 

not in actual service by the person or persons owning or controlling same, and the sidewalk, ~ 

ground or street left in a perfect condition after the removal of same. Cypress poles shall 

not be used for any purpose within a limit of one mile in any direction from the cupola of 

the San Fernando Cathedral. Whenever fifty or more wires are owned and used for the same 

character of service by the same person. firm or corporation on any pole line, the said wires 

shall be run in either aerial or underground oable. 

Any light or power oompany transmitting electric current shall make 

suitable provisions whereby switchboard operators on duty at the said companies plants may 

intelligently interpret and execute any orders given by the Fire Department to cut off OUr­

r~nt at any desired point in the city on account of fire. and lines so cut off shall remain 

dead until said Fire Departmont orders current turned on. No overhead wires shall be rnn 

over 130 feet without pole support, except where distribution is maie from distributing poles 

and in such cases the distance may be extendei to 150 feet. No poles shall be spliced or brac(d 

IWithout the permiss~on of the City Electrician. No more than four so-called pole brackets 

shall ne used on any po~e for any purpose. Wires shall be run on cross-arms only. All poles 

IcarrYing transformers and line out-outs shall be stepped with iron steps beginning eight (S·) 

feet from the fround. Poles shall be set not less than five (5') feet in the grauni. No 

Ipole shall be set or reset with a iiameter less than twelve (12") inches at ground level and 

all poles must be sound and frre from rot. 

I No P9les shall be less than 5t inches in diameter at top. All cross-

arms, braokets and insulators must be removed when 'no"tr _in actual service by the person or 

Ipersons owning or controlling same within 48 hours after recoipt of a written notice from the 

City Electrician requiring the same to be done. 

(H). The service or drop wires of all telephone, telegraph or signaling 

system, electric light or power oompanies that extend from pole line to building or structure 

shall be supported at pole by cross-arms, pin and glass insulators, and the first support 

that is attached to building or struoture shall be either br~oket, oross-arm or pin with full 

glass insulation; such service wires must be sufficiently free from slack to prevent crosses, 

and not less than 12 inches apart at any point for eleotrio light and power service, and six 

inches apart for telephone, telegraph or signaling system wires, and properly protected by 

approved tubing through walls, and approved by the City Eleotrician. All servioe 'or drop 

wires attachedto and entering any buil~ng shall not Ie less than ten feet from ground at 

IpOint of contact and shall be so arranged and thoronghly supported that no person can come 

in contact therewith. Serv~ce or drop wires of telephone, telegraph or Signaling systems 

must enter and be attached to an approved device;, sa.id protec-ted dev'ices sha.ll be installed 
J 

aooording to and consist of the following parts as set forth on plans and sp~oifioations on 

IOffice of City Electrician, as follows: (1) Weather proof wires; (2) Pony glass insulators; 

1(3) Iron bracket twin; (4) Joint between weather-proof and r~bber covered wire; (5) Rubber 

loovered wire~ (6) Drip loop; (7) Porcelain tubes six inches apart; (8) Fuse block with oart-

~ , 

ridges and lightening arresters; (9) Twisted cord; (10) Insulated buttons or insulated staple~; ~l' 

(11) Ground wire; (12) Lightening arrester. Twin service wires sgall have an approved rubber 

covering. 

(I). No such person, firm, corporation, or company as mentioned herein, ' 

shall hereafter erect ot construct any pole, pier, abutment, wire, or other fixture, appurte­

nance or. applianoe, without, first obtaining the consent of the City Council; provided, per-

) 
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mission may be given by the City Eleotrician to re-set defective poles or, n6t exceeding two 

radius of 4 blocks, subject to the approval af the City Counoil, and pro­

ided further that the City Electrician s~all make immediate report to the City Council of 

~ch permits so issued by him. 

(J). All poles shall be erectei ani maintained in a perpendicular posi­

and shall be straight and free from ba:bk and placed immediately within the curbing whe-r 

he sidewalks are eight feet or upwards in width, and shall be placed in the curbing on a lin 

ith its outer surface where the sidewalks are less than eight feet in width; provided that 

vhere the curbing is not laid, the outer line of the same shall be taken, and eight inches 

ithin the outer line of the sidewalks are eight feet or upwards in width. 

(X). It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to place 

r allow to be placed any advertising cards or posters, or other like matorial on any of thei 

within the City limits, and any person, firm or corporation allowing the same to be 

one shall be deemed guilty of an offense. 

(L). The insulation resistance on all the circuits of all companies 

hall be maintained at a standard approved by the City ElectriCian, and every facility for 

esting circuits shall be accorded said Oity Electrician, and all materials used in construc­

repair or installation of all electrical works in this City, either inside or outside 

must be approved by the City Electrician. 

(M). The City Electrician shall have the power and it shall be his 

inspect and re-inspect all overhead, underground and interior wire and apparatus con-

electric current for any of the purpo.aes set forth in this section, and when said 

onductors or apparatus are found to be unsafe to life and property he shall notify the per­

on, firm or corporation owning or operating same, to place the same in a safe condition with 

-n forty-eight hours, and it shall be their duty so to do. 

(N). Nothing contained in this ordinance shall be construed as to in 

ny manner impair or effect the right of the City in the future to prescribe any other moae 

f conducting such wires over or unaer its thoroughfares. 

(0). Any person, flirm or corporation or association of persons desiri 

o place -along or across any of the" streets, alleys or public places of the City of San anto­

nio any new line or lines, lead or leads, or poles for the purpose of placing theron wires, 

cables, shall file in the office of the City Electrician an application therefor, 

in detail the streets t alleys or publi-c places v;hich said. wires~,: tubes or cables, 

to occupy, and the manner in which said wires, tubes or cables or tubes secured, supporte 

d insulated. together with plans and plat showing the route of such Wires, tubes or cables, 

every person, firm or corporation or assooiation of persons maintaining on the streets, 

lleys or other publio places of the City of San Antonio, line or lines of poles, wires, tubes 

r cables, shall make a monthly report to the City Electrician on a regular form to be approve 

y him, giving the street nwnber where all Wires, tubes or cables have been erected or 

ed auring the preceeding month. saia report to be filed in the office of the City Electrician 

ot later than the 1~th of the succeeding month; except electrio service connections which 

nst be reported daily to the City Electrician. 

(p). Whenever any pole, wire. guard-wire. guy-wire or any other wire 

sed in any way in the transmission of electricity is being or has been poorly or improperly 

onstructed, it shall be the duty of the City Electrician to notify the owner of such wire, 

r the manager of the company having charge of such wires to have the same remedied, ana it 

hall be the duty of such owner or such manager to put such pole, wire -or wires in a safe and 
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proper condition, within 24 hours of such notice; and every day that such o,qner or manager 

shall fail to have the same remedied, after such notice, sh~ll oonstitute a separate offense. 

(Q). Any person, firm or corporation erecting any poles, overhead cable 

or underground ducts under the provision of this oriinance .shall, before obtaining a permit 

therefor from the City Council, file an agre.Jment in the office of the City Clerk permitting 

the City of San Antonio to occupy and use the top cross-arm of any pole erectea, or which is 

now standing, or a sufficient number of pairs in any over-head or underground cable, or suf­

ficient space in any underground duct, for the use of said City for fire alarm purpose, free 

of cost to the City. 

SECTION 30. UNDERGROUnD CONSTRUCTION: (A). That all telegraph, telephon 

ani electric wires (except trolley wires) within the following limits in the City of San 

Antonio: Beginning Where the. north boundary line of Travis street intersects the west bound 

ary line of St. Mary's street, thence east along the north boundary line of TraviS Street to 

the eastern boundary line of Avenue D; thence along the eastern boundary line of Avenue D, to 

the north boundary line of East Houston Street; thence east · along the north bound.ary line of 

East Houston street and the north bound.ary line of Alamo Plaza to the east boundary line of 

Bonham street; thence south alon the east boundary line of Banham Street to the north bound­

ary line of East C,ommerce Street to the east bouniary line of Walnut Street; thence sOllth 

along the east boundary line of Walnut Street to the south boundary line of Gonzales street; 

thence west along the south boundary line of Gonzales Street to the west boundQiY line of 

Sycamor~ street; thence north along the west boundary line of Syoamore street to the south 

boundary line of East Commerce street; thence west along the south boundary line of East Com­

merce Street to theeast boundary line of South Alamo Street; thence south along the east 

boundary line of South Alamo Street to the south boundary line of Market Street; thence west 

along the south boundary line of Market Street to the ~east boundary line of Main Plaza; thenc 

south along the east boundary line of Main Plaza and the east boundary line of Dwyer Avenue t 

the south boundary line of West Nueva street; thence west to the west boundary line of Dwyer 

Avenue; thence north along the west boundary line of Dwyer Avenue to the south boundary line 

of Main Plaza; thenoe west along the south boundary line of Main Plaza and the south boundary 

line of Dolorosa Street to the west boundary line of South Santa Rosa Avenue; thence along 

the west bound.ary line of South santa Rosa Avenue to the south boundary line of Paschal Squ.ar 

thence west along the south boundary line of Paschal Square to the west boandary line af 

South Pecos Street; thence north along the west boundary line of South Pecos Street to the 

south boundary line of uest Commerce Street; thence west along the south boundary line of 

West Commerce street to the west boundary line of Medina Street; thenoe no~~~ along the west 

bonndary line of Medina Street to the north boundary line of West Houston Street; thence 
-" 

east along the north boundary line of West Houston and East Houston Streets to the west bound 

ary line of St. Mary's street~ thence north along the west boundary line of St. Mary's Street 

to the place of beginning; 

Be and the same is hereby required to be placed unaerground in properly 

insulated conduits in accordance with the rllles and regulations heretofore required of simila 

wires heretofore plaoed underground, the same to be done under the supervision of the City . 

Engineer and City Eledtrician. Said work to be begun not later than the 1st day of December. 

1915, and to be ione in such order as may be prescribed by the City Council, the whole to be 

completed not later than the 1st day of March, 1916, and all persons, firms and corporations 

and associations of persons owning, managing or controlling any overhead telephone, telegrap 

or electriC wires(~xcept electric trolley wires) within the City limits aforesaid are hereby 

, I. •. 
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reqnired. to so plaoe all snoh wires Qndergroun~ as hereinbefore provided for. 

CE). That all snoh overhead wires, poles and other appliances connected 

therewith are ordered removed not later than the· 1st day of March, 1916, and all persons, 

firma,oorporations or associations of persons owning, managing or controlling anch overhead 

wires are hereby reqnired to so remove all suoh Wires, poles and other applianoes therewith, 

not later than snch date, and npon such removal to lea~e the streets, sidewalks and pdblic 

places of the City where the same may now be, in good, safe and smooth cond.ition, free from 

danger, and upon failure so to d.o th~ City may have such work done and charge the expense 

thereof np to snch person, firms, corporation or association of persons, so owning, managing 

lor controlling any such overhead wires not so removed, and snch expense shall be a valid 

r harge against the same, and. collClcted as are other obligations due the City, and may in a.d­

dition be punished as provided. in the penal ordinances of the City. 

SECTION 31. Reqniring all poles supporting electric trolley 'vires to be 

constrncted of wire or steel, within certain limits therein prescribed, and. reqniring the re­

moval of all wooden poles supporting snch electricc trolley wires, within such limits, 

(A). That all poles snpporting electric trolley wires, within the limit . 

described in Section III, hereof sgall be constrncted of iron or steel (free from defect) 

I ot less than five (5) nor more than eight (8) inches in diametClr, and not less than twenty 

('20) nor more than twenty-five (25) ' feet in height above the curb, and be firml.y imbedded in 

oonorete to a d.epth not less than five (5) fe et beiow the surface of the curb; said poles 

shall be of uniform deSign, grade and quality, painted black, and snoh as are customarily 

~sed in the United states for the support of electric trolley wires. 

(B). All persons, firms, corporations, or association of persons now 

owning or operating electric trolley wires within the limits presoribed in Section III hereof 

shall, from time to time, as amy be ordered by the City CounCil, take down all wooden poles 

supporting such wires and at once replace the same with iron or steel poles prescribed in 

Section I hereof. 

(C). The limits within which said wooden poles shall be taken down, 

and said iron or steel poles constructed are as· follows: viz: Beginning where the north 

boundary line of Travis street intersects the Uest boundary line of St, Mary's Street; thenoe 

east along the north boundary line of TraviS Street to the Eastern bound.ary line of Avenue D; 

~henoe along the Eastern boundary line of Avenue D to the North boundary line of East Houston 

Street; thence east along the north bouniary line of East Honston Street and north boundaxy , 

l ine of Alamo Plaza to the ~ast boundary line of Bonham. Street; thence South along the east 

~Oundary lines of Bonham Stre et to the north boundary line of East Commerce Street; thence 

east along the boundary line of Eas~ Commerce street to the east boundary line of Walnut 

~treet; thence south along the cast bound.ary line of Walnut Street to the south coundary line 

of Gonzales street; thence west along the south boundary line of Gonzales Street to the west 

Coundary line of Sycamore Street; thence north along the west coundary line of Sycamore Stree 

to the south boundary line of East Commerce Street; thence west along the 'southboundary 

ine of Commerce Street to the East boundary line of South Alamo Street~ thence south along 

he ea st boundary line of South Alamo Street to the south boundary line of Me~ket Street; 

hence west along the south boundary line of hlarket Street to the east bounaary line of Main 

Plaza; thence south along the east bouniary line of Main Plaza and the east boundary line of 

Dwyer Avenne to the south boundary line of West Nueva street; thence west to the west bound-

ry line of Dwyer Avenue; thence north along the west boundary line of ~vyer Avenue to the 

~outh coundary,.:line of Main Plaza; thenoe west along the south boundary line of Main Plaza n 
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nd Dolorosa Street to the West boundary line of South Santa Rosa Avenue; thenoe north along 

he west boundar.y line of South Santa. Rosa Avenue to the south boundary line of Pasohal S.quare; 

hence west along the south boun(lary line of P,ascha,l Square to the west bound.ary line of South 

ecos street; thence north along the west bound.ary line of South Pecos Stree.t to the south 

oundary line of West Commerce Street; thence west along the south boundary line of West Com­

erce street to the west boundary line of Medina Street; thence north along the west boundary 

ine of Medina Street to the north boundary line of West Houston Street; t~ence east along the 

orth boundary line of West and East Houston Street to the ' west boundary line of St. Mary's 

treet; thence along the west boundary l .ine of st~. ~VIa.ryf s Street to ' the pla.ce of beginning. 

(D). If any person, firm, corporation or association of persons shall 

or refuse to comply with any provision of thlis ordinance within thirty days after having 

ordered to do so by the City Council, then the wooden poles ordered r emoved, but not re-

oved may be declared a nuisance and be taken down by the City authorities at the cost and ex-

ense of the person, firm, corporation or association of persons owning or controlling the 

which expemse shall be oolleoted, as ' are other obligations due the City, provided that 

City may also in that ,event, replaoe suoh wooden poles with iron or steel poles at the cos 

expense of the person, firm, corporation, or association of parsons at fault, which expens 

hall likewise be oollected as are other obligations due the City. 

SECTION 32. Prohibiting unauthorized persons, firms or corporations from 

moving or attaching to any outside or inside wire, SWitch or other appliance belong-

controlled by any public service corporation. 

(A). It shall be unlawfnl for any person, firm or corporation, to cnt, , 

attach to~ any wire. switch or other appliance belonging to or controlled by any pnbli 

corporation or cause the same to be done, unless such person, firm or corporation is 

on the employ of the publica service corporation so owning such wire,switch or other appliance 

(B). In case of an emergency such as Fire, Storm, or Fallen Wires, any 

competent perosn, may cut and remove or oause to be cut an~ removed any wire 

r wires, or other a.ppliances that may endanger the lives or safety of the publio. Provided 

tha.t in this event, the person cutting or removing suoh wire .• shall as promptly as 

notify the public service corporation to whom the wires belong. 

SECTION 33. INSPECTION FEES: For the inspection of any and all electric 

wiring, apparatus or eqUipment, the following fees shall be paid to the Oity Electrician by 

he person, firm or corporation making such installation: 

CAl. For inspecting electric light outlets and switches, where the 

iring is either concealed or open, fifteen (15) cents per outlet ~or the first ten (10) out­

ets, ten (10) cents per outlet for over ten and up to twenty outlets, and five (5) cents per , 

utlet for allover twenty ontlets, but no ins ~ection s~all be made for less than fifty (50) 

ents, except where inspection has been made and fees collected and additional outlets are 

eing immediately installed, when a fee of ten (~O) cents for each such outlet shall be col- , 

ect'ed. 

(B). For inspection, if chandeliers or any other lighting fixtures 

drop cords. wall sockets or receptacles, there shall be collected a fee of twenty-five 

(25) cents for the first fixture and five (5) cents for each additional fixture. 

(0). 'For inspecting each reotifier, transformer or similar apparatus · 

herein electriC ourrent is controlled, expended or impeded, unless otherwise mentioned in thi 

rdinance a fee of fifty (50) cents shall be collected. 

(D). When work has ~een reported to the City Electrician as completed 
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land ready for final inspectionand, upon such inspection the work is found to be defective, an 

additional fee of fifty (50) cents shall be oollected before such work is again inspected. 

(E). On any eleotrio wiring, apparatus or appliances wherein same is 

being reconstructed, overhauled. repaired, moved or replaced by similar materials or appara­

tus, appurtenances or appliances, a fQll inspection fee thereon sha11 be oolleoted. 

(F). For inspeoting a s ervice switch, main service switch oabinet, 

meter ~oop, main protecting fuse and their immediate assesssories, oleaining fans, any number 

at sa,me place, a fee of fifty (50) cents shall be collected. 

(G). For inspecting installation of meters, or generators and the im­

mediate operating device, there shall be oolleoted a fee of one (~~l.OO) dollar for the first 

meter or generator and fifty (50) cents for eaoh additional meter or generator immediately 

installed. 

(H). For the inspection of electric si~s and de,corative lighting a 

fee of one ($1.00) dollar plus fifteen (15) cents per ampere shall be oollected, where a low 

~oltage transformer is installed in connection with an electric sign and at the same time it 

shall be considered as a part of said sign. 

I 

(I). For the inspe'ction of electric irons, heaters or similar appara tQS 

a fee of twenty-five (25) cents each for the first five and fifteen (15) cents for each ad-

Idi tional d.evioe. 

(J). For the inspection of electric fans. a fee of twenty-five (25) 

cents each shall be collected; exhaQst or ventilating up to and including twenty-four (24 Tf ) 

inches shall be c'onsidered as electric fans; those larger than twenty-four (24") inches shall 

e considered as motors. 

(X). For the inspection of each service conneotion for lights or power 

fee of fifty (50) cents shall be collected. For each temporary connection for whatever 

urpose a fee of fifty (50) cents shall be collected. 

(~). For inspecting line work, a fee of twenty-five (25) cents for each 

ole shall be collected, but no inspection for less than fifty (50) cents will be made. 

SECTION 34. PENALTY; Every violation of any of the provisions of this 

p~dinance wherein a penalty is not otherwise prescribed shall constitute a misdemeanor and th 

erso<n , company, or corporation, or any emplo-yee , agent, mana.ger, or n officer thereof, who 

~s guilty of violating any of its provisions , shall. upon canviction therefor in the Corpor­

tion Court, be fined not less than ten ($10. 00) Dollars, and not more than ~vo Hundred 

each offense, and every violation of, and each and every day's failure 

r refusal to comply with saia provisions shall constitnte s separate offense; and in oase of 

willful and continued vdolation of this ordinance by any sllch person, company or corporation 

s aforesaid, or their agents, employees, servants or officers, the City shall have the power 
I 

o revoke and repeal any license und~r which said person, company or corporation may be act-
". 

"ng and to revoke and repeal all permits~ privileges and franchises granted to said person, 

company or corporation, as aforesaid. 

PASSED MID APPROVED this 15th day of ~,-~~~~- A. D. , 19;15. 

Clinton G. Brown 
Mayor City of San Antonio. 

TTEST: 

Fred Fries 
City Clerk. 

\ 
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THE SA TA TE OF TEXAS) 
County of Bexar ) 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO) 

.P ~efore /me, th/~/'?,undrs i 9ned futhori ty, on this da~ personally a.ppeared 

_________ Lo ___ ~~~~ ______ ~ _____ ~ __ ,~~~_,~ ________ ~ ____________________ , who being by me duly sworn 

says on oath that he is one of the publishers of the San Antonio Light, a newspaper of 

general oiroulation in the City of San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, and that 

the Ordinanoe hereto attaohed has been published in every issue of said newspaper on the 

following days -t towi t: J~ ~ J.. J..- ').~. '- I '" ,1 V: i!. t ... 27. J- ~ - "'r" ~ t7 _ ,f / , 19U . 

6UurdJ~ 
Sworn and. subscribed. before me this X~ ;.,rzt. 

{/ ~ 9~ 
,19~ 

City Clerk. 

AlIT ORDINANCE 0 (-';).J 

Provid.ing for the levying of a tax upon i tineran t mercha.nts, defining "1 tineran 
erchants", providing for its assessment and collection, fixing penal ties against itinerant 
erchants for engaging in business within the City of San Antonio until suoh City taxes are 
aid and a reoeipt prooured, and posted in each place of business. . 

BE IT ORDAnTED BY THE CITY COMMISO:t:l OF THE CITY OF SAlI AH(I!ONIO: 

SECTION I. There shall be levied and collected from every person, firm, com­

pany. or association of persons pursuing the oocupation of an itinerant merohant, as herein­

after defined, an annual oocupation tax, whioh sha.ll be assessed and. collected as provided ,. 

herein. Said tax to be as follows: For the first month, or for any part of said month, a 

tax of fifty ($50.00) Dollars for eaoh and every ~laoe where suoh business is located; for 
, 

each additional month thereafter the sum of Ten ($10.00) per month; provided, however, that 
',' 

if such itinerant ,:merchant shall remain in one place for six (6) months, such merchant shall 

be entitled to receive from the City of San Antonio a refund of five ($5 . 00) d.ollars per 

month; provided, further, tkat if such merchant rhmain~ 1n nne t piliace foraf period of twelve 

months such merohant shall b .8 .entitled. to a. refund from the Ci ty of San Antonio of all a­

mounts so paid except the sum of fifty ($5Q~00) dollars for the first month. 

SECTION 2. It shall be the duty of such merchant, as hereinafter defined, prio 

to the time of ppening any place of business, to apply in ,\"lri ting to the City Commission re-

questing it to assess the tax herein provided against such itinerant merchant, which suoh 

CommisSion shall do at the earliest convenient date, not exceeding one week from the date of 

such application, When the order assessing suoh tax shall be entered by the Commise±on a 

copy thereof shall be furnished to such applicant by the C'i ty Clerlr, such applicant shall 

present samr to the City Collector and shall pay the amount of taxes due, for which the 

Clerk shall give a proper receipt. Such receipt shall show that the applicant is entitled 

to operate the place of business described. therein for not exceeding one month thereafter 

unless such applicant shall pay in advanoe for additional months the maxi~ amounts pre­

scribed herein, and in case such applicant shall pay for more than one month the receipt 

shall conform thereto. 


