
PUBLIC SAFETY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2012 
12:00 PM 

MUNICIPAL PLAZA ROOM B 

Members Present: Councilmember David Medina, Jr., Chair, District 5 
Councilmember Leticia Ozuna, District 3 
Councilmember Elisa Chan, District 9 
Councilmember Carlton Soules, District 10 

Members Absent: None 
Staff Present: Erik Walsh, Deputy City Manager; William McManus, Police 

Chief, Rod Sanchez, Development Services Director; Marc 
Castro, Development Services Assistant Director; Noel Horan, 
Deputy Police Chief, Dennis Rosenberry, Police Department; Joe 
Nino, Deputy City Attorney; Samuel Garcia, Assistant City 
Attorney; Jim Kopp Assistant City Attorney; Brandon Smith, 
Office of the City Clerk 

Others Present: Elaine Wolfe, PCLA; John Bouloubasis; GSATC 

Call to Order 

Chairman D. Medina called the meeting to order. 

1. Citizens to be Heard 

There were no citizens to be heard. 

2. Approval of minutes of the June 27, 2012 Public Safety Council Committee 
Meeting 

Councilmember Chan moved to approve the minutes of the June 27, 2012 Public Safety 
Council Committee Meeting. Councilmember Ozuna seconded the motion. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

3. Briefing and Possible Action on Chapter 33 - Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
Presented by William McManus, Chief of Police 

Dennis Rosenberry provided an update on proposed revisions to Chapter 33 :- Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicles to include the following: 1) Grandfathering 21 Operating Permits 
issued to Wheelchair Operating Vehicles; and 2) Process for addressing the Payola Issue. 
Additionally, he provided a handout outlining all proposed revisions to be forwarded to 
the full Council for consideration at the September 20, 2012 City Council Meeting. 

Councilmember Chan thanked Staff for engaging Industry Stakeholders in the 
Agreement. Councilmember Ozuna concurred and asked of the umbrella of inspections 
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for current taxicab vehicles. Mr. Rosenberry responded that vehicles were inspected 
annually and that vehicles older than seven years required mandatory removal. 

Councilmember Soules moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration. 
Councilmember Ozuna seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Briefing on Administrative Hearing Officer 
Presented by Honorable John Bull, Presiding Judge 

Judge John Bull requested authorization to proceed with the creation of an Administrative 
Hearing Officer to conduct administrative adjudication hearings at Municipal Courts. He 
reported that the proposed is a quasi-judicial hearing process where Code Compliance 
Cases are handled as a civil matter as opposed to a criminal matter. He stated that it will 
also allow the opportunity to get cases to the court and seek compliance more quickly. 
He noted that it would not replace the criminal process for code violations; however, it 
would supplement the process to allow for the opportunity to get cases in sooner. Marc 
Castro stated that the proposed process will be implemented as a pilot program with 
limited code cases, and would add other code enforcement, zoning, and property 
maintenance cases through time. Judge Bull confirmed that the Hearing Officer would be 
quasi-judicial and not a Judge (appointed official), but an employee that would work 
under the direction of the Presiding Judge. 

Councilmember Soules acknowledged staff for their inter-departmental coordination to 
address the issue and stated that the coordination efforts could be used as a model for the 
future. 

In response to Councilmember Ozuna, Rod Sanchez responded with the following case 
resolution timelines: a) Municipal Courts - 4 months; b) Building Standards Board (BSB) 
- 30 days; and c) Proposed Administrative Hearing Officer Process - 15 days. He stated 
that staff would be presenting for Council Consideration an Absentee Property Owner 
Ordinance requiring out of state property owners to register with Development Services 
to provide a local agent to address issues with properties owned in San Antonio. In 
response to Councilmember Chan, Mr. Sanchez responded that the ordinance would 
include both houses and buildings and that individuals would be identified through the 
Bexar Appraisal District. 

Councilmember Soules moved to bring said item back to the next Public Safety Council 
Committee for recommendation for full Council consideration. Councilmember Chan 
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Briefing on Elder Care 
Presented by William McManus, Chief of Police 

Chief William McManus reported that the San Antonio Police Department recommends 
partnering with the San Antonio Metropolitan Health Department, the City Attorney' s 
Office, and local not-for-profit groups to develop an ordinance requiring criminal 
background checks for certain individuals exempted from state regulation. He noted that 
the State of Texas currently requires criminal background checks for employees of State 
"Certified Agencies"; however, a single individual hired and paid directly from a client to 
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provide home health care or personal assistance services is exempted from this 
regulation. He noted that such an ordinance should be developed to protect residents in 
need of Home Health Care Services. 

In response to Councilmember Chan, Chief McManus responded that it would be the 
responsibility of the employee to provide the background check. She expressed concern 
with penalizing individuals with good intentions and asked of the 
implementation/enforcement process. Chief McManus replied that the plan is to bring 
together the appropriate stakeholders to develop the ordinance. Councilmember Ozuna 
concurred with Councilmember Chan and expressed concern with levying unnecessary 
penalties. Chief McManus reiterated that the appropriate individuals would collaborate 
to develop the ordinance and that staff would like to present a draft to the Committee 
within 45 days. 

Councilmember Soules spoke in support of the proposed ordinance and requested that the 
Committee recommend to the Intergovernmental Council Committee to include Boarding 
Home and Elder Care Legislation in the City's Legislative Agenda. 

Councilmember Soules moved for staff to proceed with the proposed ordinance and 
return to the Committee for review. Councilmember Chan seconded the motion. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

6. Consideration of items for future meetings 

'* SAPD Helicopter Ride '* Next Committee Meeting Held at Stinson Field 

7. Adjournment 

There being no further discussion, the meeti:V2ourned at, I :20 p.m. 

:---'1:::---:------

Respectfully Submitted, 

~~V1L/~ 
Bradon T. Smith 
Office of the City Clerk 
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