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AN ORDINANCE (; (i 0 7 D' 
CLOSING McCULLOUGH, PLYMOUTH AND CONTESSA STREETS 
TO THROUGH TRAFFIC AT CERTAIN POINTS IN THE 
CROWNHILL PARK UNIT 8 SUBDIVISION, AND PROVIDING 
FOR BARRICADES TO BE ERECTED ACROSS THESE STREETS. 

* * * * * 

WHEREAS, Crownhill SUbdivision is located between 
Jones-Maltsberger south of Ramsey and north of Loop 410; and 

San Pedro and 

WHEREAS, the subdivision is developed as a single family neighborhood with small 
neighborhood streets which were never intended to be used as thoroughfares; and 

WHEREAS, due to the ccmnercialization of properties along Ramsey and changes in 
traffic patterns elsewhere, increasing amounts of traffic now go through this 
neighborhood to and fram LOOp 410 and the shopping malls to the south; and 

WHEREAS, certain traffic counts conducted by the Traffic Division of the Public 
Works Department have shown up to 5,000 cars per day on these residential 
streets; and 

WHEREAS, residents of this neighborhood have shown increasing concern for the 
value of their investments, the safety of their children and their overall 
quality of life due to these adverse changes; and 

WHEREAS, many have requested that Contessa, McCullough and Plymouth Streets be 
closed to through traffic at a point where they enter the ccmnercial area; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ordinance No. 58880, a survey has been taken of 
property owners in the area, showing a majority to be in favor of this traffic 
control action; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, on April 29, 1987, approved the barricading of 
Contessa, McCullough and Plymouth Streets in the Crown Hill Park Unit 8 
Subdivision, between New City Blocks 11969, 11970, 13102, and 13115; and 

WHEREAS, after a six month trial period of closing such streets and after public 
hearings on this subject, the City Council now believes this action should be 
made permanent; NCM THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. That Contessa, McCullough and Plymouth Streets in the Crownhill Park 
Unit 8 Subdivision, between New City Blocks 11969, 11970, 13102, and 13115, are 
to be permanently closed as through p.lblic streets at certain points, as shown 
on plat attached hereto and made a part hereof. 



SECTION 2. That the Public w:>rks Department is hereby directed to retain the 
barricades to prevent thru traffic. These barricades are of a removable design 
so that police, fire and other emergency services may gain access through the 
barricaded street, if necessary. 

SECTION 3. This street closure was approved on May 21, 1987, for a six month 
trial period. A public hearing has been held on the results of that temporary 
action, and it has now been determined that such action should be made 
permanent. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this __ /'-J£:J~.+;L __ day of _9J...L---\-'\~~=...L~=~ ___ ' 1987. 

~b~~r 
ATrEST: ~'- ~ ,p. J ' . 

City Clerk ~~ 

~Vm'~ APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
i ty Attorney 

8 -54 
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TF:amt 
5/18/87 

AN ORDINANCE 6 5 0 8 1 

CLOSING McCULLOUGH, PLYMCUTH AND CXlNTESSA STREETS 
TO 'lliROUGH TRAFFIC AT CERTAIN POINTS IN 'IRE 
CROWNHILL PARK UNIT 8 SUBDIVISION, AND PROVIDING 
FOR BARRICADES TO BE ERECTED ACROSS THESE STREETS. 

* * * * * 

WHEREAS, Crownhill Subdivision is located between San Pedro and 
Jones-Ma1tsberger ~uth of Ramsey and north of Loop 410; and 

WHEREAS, the subdivision is developed as a single family neighborhood with small 
neighborhood streets which were never intended to be used as thoroughfares; and 

WHEREAS, due to the corrunercialization of properties along Ramsey and changes in 
traffic patterns elsewhere, increasing amounts of traffic now go through this 
neighborhood to and from Loop 410 and the shopping malls to the south; and 

WHEREAS, certain traffic counts conducted by the Traffic Division of the Public 
Works Department have shown up to 5,000 cars per day on these residential 
streets; and 

i'ffiEREAS, residents of this neighborhood have shown increasing concern for the 
value of their investments, the safety of their children and their overall 
quality of life due to these adverse changes; and 

WHEREAS, many have requested that Contessa, r-t:Cullough and Plymouth Streets be 
closed to through traffic at a point where they enter the corrunericial area; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ordinance No. 58380 of June 14, 1987, a survey has 
been taken of property owners in the area, showing a majority to be in favor of 
this traffic control action; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, on April 29, 1987, approved the barricading of 
Contessa, r-t:Cul10ugh and Plymouth Streets in the Crown Hill Park Unit 8 
Subdivision, between New City Blocks 11969, 11970, 13102, and 13115; NOW 
THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY 'mE CITY axJNCIL OF 'mE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. That Contessa, McCullough and Plymouth Streets in the Crownhi11 Park 
Unit 8 Subdivision, between New City Blocks 11969, 11970, 13102, and 13115, and 
shown on the attached plat, are to be closed as through public streets at 
certain points, as shown on plat attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

EXHIBIT B 



SEcrION 2. '!hat the Public \'lorks Department is hereby directed to place 
barricades, as shown on said plat, to prevent thru traffic. '!hese barricades 
are to be · of a rerrovable design so that fOlice, fire and other emergency 
services may gain access through the barricaded street, if necessary. 

SEcrION 3. '!his street closure and the erection of barr icades shall be for a 
six rronth trial t:eriod. .r...fter that time t:eriod, the situation will again be 
reviewed by the City Council to determine whether this solution should be made 
permanent. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this __ ;:7-;_V=_:7_r' __ day of _-.,;...m_~-p-_______ , 1987. 

/~~; 
"M A/Y 0 R 

APProVED AS TO FORr1: 
city Attorney 
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DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE For CMO use on Iv 
Approval CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Finance Budget Date Considered 

Consent 0 Individual 0 
Request For Ordinance/Resolution Item No. 

Legal Coordinator Ord. No. 

Date: pepartment: Contact Person/Phone # 

11/6/87 Public Works Roy Montez 299-8057 
Date Council Consideration Requested: I Deadline1f~~~~;~:7 t~gnature: 

11/12/87 . D,.,k~ r'" Dcs 
~ 

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE . 
L-J 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION: 

This Public Hearing is to assist the City Council in determining 
whether traffic barricades across certain streets in the Crownhill 
Park Subdivision should be retained permanently or removed now that 
the six-month trial period is over. The barricades were requested 
by citizens residing within the subdivision, and McCullough, 
Contessa and Plymouth Streets were restricted to thru traffic. The 
trial period produced certain results as summarized on page 2. Also, 
the City staff has reviewed all implications and recommends that the 
following items be considered to determine whether the Planning 
Commission recommendation to permanently barricade the street be 
accepted: 

(See Page 2 - Continued) 

Council Memorandum Must Be Attached To Oriainal 
Other Oepts., Boards, Committees Involved (please specify): 

Contract signed by other party 

Yes 0 No 0 

FISCAL DATA (If Applicable) Budgetary Implications 

Fund No. AmI. Expended Funds/Staffing Budgeted Yes 0 No 0 

Activity No. SIONo. Positions Currently Authorized 

Index Code Project No. Impact on future 0 & M 

Object Code . If positions added, specify class and no. 

Comments: 

Coordinator - White 
Legal - Green 

Budget - Canary 
Finance - Pink 

Originator - Gold 

4/1182 Ref. A.D. 1.71 



Page 2 Continued 

Primary Positive Consideration: 

1. The closures are consistent with the Major Thoroughfare Plan 
objective to reduce through traffic on residential streets. 

2. Emergency access has not been prohibitively restricted. 

3. Traffic on adjacent residential streets has not 
significantly increased. 

4. Opportunities for improved residential quality have been 
provided by the elimination of most through traffic. 

Primary Negative Consideration: 

1. The street closures are controversial. 

2. Emergency service access is restricted. 

3. Access to and from points within Crown Hill Park are less 
convenient. 



2.1-0 ,-01 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 5 

AGENDA ITEM NO. -------
Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

PUBLIC HEARING 
TO: 

City Council 

David C. Steitle, P.E., Director of Public Works FROM: ____ ~~~~~~~~~~-=~~~~~~~~~~-------------------

William S. Toudouze, Acting Real Estate Manager, Real Estate Division 
COPIES TO: _~~:::":::::"::"'-~""'::":::===~~:"':"::.:.2-===~:':":::"=="--=-==-=~:"":'-~==--=-=-=-~"::"":"-'---'-'-----

S. P. No. 86-33-8--Request that Contessa, McCullough and PI outh streets 
SuruECT:----~~~~;;;;~;;;;~~~~~t~~~~t~t~h~~~h~t~~f~f~'~~f~r~om~~e;n~te~r~lf.·n~g~t~h~e~~ permanen y arrlca 0 preven roug ra lC 

subdivision of Crown Hill Park, -New City Date 6 . Novembec 1987 
Blocks 11969, 11970, 13102, and 13115. 
PETITIONER: Home Owners, Crown Hill Park 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

This Public Hearing to be held on Novembec 12, 1987 at 4:00 p.m., is to cons idee 
the cetention oc cemoval of bacricades that were tempocacily ecected on Contessa, 
McCullough and Plymouth Streets, foe a six-month tcial peciod. (EXHIBIT A} 

On May 21, 1987, the City Council approved Ocdinance No. 65081, which provided for 
the six-month tempocacy bacricading of Contessa, McCullough and Plymouth Streets 
and ecection of bacricades to pcevent thcough traffic, yet allow emergency vehicles 
to pass through. Aftec the trial time peciod, the situation was to be ceviewed by 
the City Council to determine whethec this condition should be made pecmanent. The 
pucpose of this temporacy measuce was to ascectain the effects of this action and 
to determine if the modification to the street netwock is a desireable one (SEE 
EXHIBIT "B"). 

The Real Estate Division of the Public Wocks Depactment has notified the propecty 
ownecs involved of the pcoposed Public Hearing. 

The Public Works Depactment has detecmined that the volume of traffic on McCullough 
between Loop 410 and Macquis has decreased by 60 peccent. The tcaffic volumes on 
Contessa, McCullough, and Plymouth have decreased by even gceatec percentages since 
thcough traffic can no longec pass on these streets. The tcaffic volumes on the 
cemaining stceets in this neighbochood have not significantly increased and remain 
consistent with volumes foe cesidential access streets (SEE EXHIBIT "C"). The 
displaced through traffic and some tcips originating oc destined within the 
neighbochood have been forced by the stceet closuces to take different coutes. 
Traffic volume counts indicate that most of these tcips have shifted to the majoc 
thocoughface netwock rathec than to cesidential streets. Some complaints fcom 
businesses outside the subdivision and from cesidents who oppose the stceet 
closuces have been ceceived, but many citizen cesponses have been in support. 

Bacricade maintenance due to vandalism has been required. Proper coocdination 
between emecgency service depactments and Public Wocks has been necessacy to insuce 
that gated baccicades are pcopecly secured and opecational. 

The Fire Depactment cerna ins concerned ovec increased cesponse times and prefers 
that the barricades be cemoved. 



The Department of Public Works recommends that city Council conslder the following 
primary items to determine whether to accept the Planning Commission recommendation 
to permanently barricade Contessa, McCullough and Plymouth Streets: 

Primary positive Considerations 

1. The closures are consistent with the Major Thoroughfare Plan objective to 
reduce through traffic on residential streets. 

2. Emergency access has not been prohibitively restricted. 

3. Traffic on adjacent residential streets has not significantly increased. 

4. Opportunities for improved residential quality have been provided by the 
elimination of most through traffic. 

Primary Negative Considerations 

1. The street closures are controversial. 

2. Emergency service access is restricted. 

3. Access to and from points within Crown Hill Park are less convenient. 

i " I. .' ;) .. ~ ... 

"'< ,.:: David C. Steitl-e', P. E. 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Approved: 

DCS:WST/am 



SUZ-'i:.:r 1. rUILIC HEARlSC: BARRICADING OF STREETS (Crown Hill Park) 

.. .. pl~~.1P.~!nJ.'~!bly 
Dace oov. 12, 1987 toea Cion City Hall, Council Chamber 



rWLIC HE.\RINC: CRoc.U~ /1-;11 Subdjv'IS"o") 
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. . lear1D1 belias aC 
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SUf..~.,:r 1 'UILIC HEAIUSC: BARRICADING OF STREETS (crown Hil1 Park) 

. pI~~IJ~r~.!J5lbly 
Dace . OOV. 12, 1987 toea Uoa City Hal1, Council Chamber 
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, 
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BARRICADING OF CONTESSA, PLYMOUTH, & 
McCULLOUGH 

CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC HEARING 

400 MAILED .. 
.:! IN FAVOR 

OPPOSED 

2 UNDELI VERABLE 

OTHER: 

85 NO RESPONSE 

400 • 



BARRI CADING OF CONTESSA, PLYl10UTH, & 
McCULLOUGH 

CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC HEARING 

292 

162 - ........... --- .......... . 
'i .. ~ ;:, 
-t"'",~~.:.l:. ' .~ 

61 ---

292 

HOUSES IN SUBDIVISION 

IN FAVOR 

OPPOSED 

UNDELIVERABLE 

OTHER: Cancelled each other 
out 

NO RESPONSE 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO -- INTERDEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: DAVID C. STEITLE 

FROM: ANDREW J. BALLARD 

COPIES: DAVID R. ABBEY, file 

SUBJECT: ALTERNATIVE ROUTES -- CROWNHILL PARK 

In a six-month trial period beginning in early June 1987, three 
streets on the north side of the neighborhood were closed; these were 
Contessa, McCullough, and Plymouth. During this time, through traffic 
was diverted from this neighborhood via the major thoroughfare network. 

The two alternative routes were driven between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. in 
November 1987. Each route began at the intersection of McCullough and 
the Interstate 410 westbound frontage road. Each route ended at the 
intersection of Isom Road and Ramsey Road. 

The table below indicates the travel times of the two alternative 
routes. The 6-month trial route assumes street closures on Contessa, 
McCullough, and Plymouth. 

P.M. PEAK HOUR TRAVEL TIMES (NOVEMBER 1987) 

Contessa Route 
McCullough-Coronet-Conteesa-Isom 
Isom-Contessa-Coronet-McCullough 

6-Month Trial Route 
McCullough-410-San Pedro-leom 
Ramsey-Jones Maltsberger-410-McCullough 

Time 
(minutes) 

1:54 
1:53 

2:03 
3:02 

No. of 
Runs 

3 
5 

7 
7 



20G Coronet L2no 
S~n Antonio , TX 7B21G-Sl17 
October 2B , 19!.l7 

r1r . \Jeir Lubatt 
City Councilmiln 
District 9 
City of S~n Antonio 
P . O. Dox 90GG 
S3n Antonio , TX 78285 

Deur t~r . LJbJtt 

I \ /0 U I d 1 i k ~ to d d d my s pee i u 1 t h () n kyo u tot haL 0 f my h usb.l n d I s , 
Cccil L . Reynolds , fer your ~~sist~nc0 in closing the streets of 
Contess.:t , IlcCullough , and PlymouLh . 

As a re'su] t of thJt C10Sl ng the neighborhood has become.) much quieter 
and sJfer place to live . It is a pleJsure not to hOV0 to fi9ht 
non- rc:sid~nts who choose to c u t through our neighborhood whe n get t ing 
in or out of our driv(v/<:,y , not to mention the Jdded safety [.Jctor of 
l~ck of accidenLs in front of our house . 

Please keep your vote in FAVOU of the continued closing of these 
strc0ts . 

Enclosed is ~ copy of letter being sent to the RO.ll Est~te Divisio n of 
Lho City . 

A g zli nth (, n kyo ufo r yo u reo n ti n u e cJ sup r 0 r t. 

Sincerely 

J4~~aI--
K;)yc RcynolcJs 



206 Coronet L~ne 
. St,n Antonio , '.l'Z 7821G-5117 

October 28 , 1987 

City of S~n Antonio 
Rc~) Est~te Divisio n 
Public Uorks DO[l<Jrtr.1cnt 
P . O. Box SOGG 
Snn Antonio , ~x 72285 

Re fer c' n c e : Ordi nilnce No . 65081 

Lodies Dnd C0ntlemen 

It is our hope th~t th e r.1c~bers of City Council , in their infinite 
wisdom , will vote [or the permanent cJosing of Contessa , McC ul lo ugh , 
ond Plymouth Streets in the Crown Hill P~rk Subdivision , Unit O. 

During the post few months , while the streets have been closed , we 
havc becn ab le to sleep all night wilhout being ~wo kcncd by cars 
rocing dO\m our streets CIt tylO or three o ' clock in the morning . There 
hov e bee n mony other advz.nt.:lgr.::; iJS \/ e11 which 1 vlOuld ]jkc to list [or 
you : 

l. 'I'hcr e 
2 . T'her c 
-~ There -' . 

our st r eets . 

hClve been 
hav e heen 
hLlve bee n 

no 
no 
no 

uccicients in front of our home . 
muilboxes knock0d down . 
l o rge t[~clor lr~iler trucks driving ~own 

<1 . Oe ure <~blc to get in Clnd out of our drive vJ :Jy in the mor n ings 
and eve n i n CJ S wit h 0 u t h Ct v i n g lOS ito n d \J .J i tun t i] t h C' non - res ide n t s 
permitted us to do so . 

S . IJe no longer [car for the safety of our guests who Sl :J Y in the 
bedrooD th a t fnces Coronet . (r e~r[ul thot ~ vehicle would not make 
the turn ~nd come crushing into our home , which did h3ppen to the 
house ilcross Lhe street und one two doors up o n Coronet) . 

6 • Chi 1 d r en c ~ n rid e t 11 e i r b i k Co son the s tr cot <-I n d the .:J cl u 1 t s 
feel [rce to wa lk in the neighborhood without being run over . 

Since our hou se is loc~ted ~t the end of Contess~ on Coronet we arc ln 
tho c1 ire c t 1 i n e 0 [ t r .) f f j c ; tl j e re for (' , W C' h ,'1 ve not ic e c1 ~I c:; rea t cl e u 1 0 f 
relief from the truffic ~nd noise that was a result of th~t traffic . 

'lith the streets closed th e re hove b0en some inconveniences as u 
result. These h.:Jve <..f[ectod the ontire neighborhood , not just cJ fO\J 

f (.; mil i e s . I s n ' t the s Cl [ c' t y 0 f t II (' n (: .i <J h b 0 rho 0 d , oJ s (J \ .J hoI C', the 
issue? 

Pleuse keep these [Dcts in mind as you cast your vote , ~nd vote in 
FAVOR of keeping the ~~trc:e:ts cJo~,2d rerJ!la nently . 

Cecil and Kaye ReynoJds 
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. . EXPRESS-NEWS GRAPlUC . 

PLANNING ,COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATION 

B.ariicadeplans· 
liailed 'criticized ",' " .. ,' '. " . 9.,·,. ,'" "'" 
. The City Planning Commission , I cilman' Weir Labatt, whose district ;" 
has recommended three streets be ' takes in Crown Park. 
perma.nently barric~ded at e~- , One was to block McCullough Av- ' 
trances to the C~own IIll.1 Park subch- enue at Interstate 410 and construct 
ylfilOIl to keep alien trafflc from pass- a turn-around so access would not be 
mg through the area. , ... impaired to La Mansion del NOlte a : 

'f1~e re;oml1!endatl~n, which goes major hotel. . ' 
to City 'Council for {Illal consillera- , , . , 
lion, is pitting neighbor against 1 hat opUon was rejected by the . 
nei~hbor in what one . observer de- resld~nts and the Plann!ng Commls-
scnbed al' a c:ivil war. . SLOn 10 favor of bamcadmg Ply- , 

The commission's rccommenda- mouth, McCullough and Contessa a 
lion Wednesday, {ollowing a public block south of Hamscy. 
hearing. was opposed by several city About 50 residents turned out for ' 
departments, lJlcluding the fire and Wednesday's hearing, with some ' 
police departmenL'>, which claim the speaking for the closures ,and some , 
barricades will reduce access in case against. ' I • • 

of emergencies. Doug lIall of 515 Marquis Lane 
Some residents of the subdivision, supported the closures, saying some­

particularly those living along Con-. , tlung has to be done to control the 
tessa Drive, petitioned {or theclos- traffic flow. ' 
it)g because up to 5.000 vehicles a day Others spoke of the ' dangers to 

, wind though the sulxlivision streets. children and of problems getting into 
They provide a convenient con- and out of their driveways. 

Ilection between Interstate 410 and On the other hand, Emery L. 
Ramsey Road, which has developed Jackson of 607 Coronet Lane count­
over the years into a major arterial ered by saying the traffic doesn't 
strcct. bothcr him. . 
. Two options were offered to the ' ''Those people (the motorists) 
J'('sldcnts by city staffcrs who drew have placcs to go. too. Kids don't be­
up the plan in cooperation with Coun- long in the str('cts." 
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