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December 29, 1949 

2. The election will represent the squandering of approximately $30,000 
of the taxpayers' money. It would take each voter 20 or 25 minutes in the voting booth 
to intelligently cast a ballot. Not more than one out of 10 voters would have the 
opportunity to cast ballots while the others would be disfranchised. 

3. Rival proposition~ are worded so similarly that it would be a virtual 
impossibility to identify the wo~ing on the voting machines with the amendments they are 
intended to refer to. 

4. Because of the confusion the commissioners have created, there is a 
possibility that from two to four different types of government might be adopted. 

5. The Mayor's office has been deluged with messages from angered citizens 
in all sections protesting against holding the election under the unfair terms--proposed 
by the commissioners. 

6. I am conpelled to veto the ordinance because of my pledge to the people 
of San Antonio to give them a fair opportunity to vote on a change in the form of govern
ment. The election as proposed by the co~~issioners would be unfair and chaotic. 

ACW;g 

/s/ A. C. White 
Mayor. 

The clerk then read the following letter upon which no action was taken. 

December 27,1949 

Commissioners of the City of San Antonio, 
Hon.C.Ray Davis, Comm. of Taxation, 
Hon.Henry F. Hein Cor~. of Sanitation,Parks & Public Property, 
Hon.James W. Knight, Corom. of Streets & Public Improvements, 
Hon. Raymond South,Comm. of Fire and Police. 

Gentlemen: 

Please be advised that ~ have presented to the Mayor for his approval and 
signature the following Ordinance, to-wit:-

ttAN ORDINANCE ORDERING AN ELECTION TO AMEND 
THE CFti\RTER OF Th~ CITY OF SAN ANTONIO; AND 
TO ADD CERTAIN SECTIONS ~HERETO". 

He has disapproved this ordinance and has specified his objections thereto 
in wri ting and has returned the same to the Commissioners of the City of San Antonio with 
such disapproval, on the 23rd., day of December A.D, 1949, and same has been filed and is 
being held in my custody. 

JFG/saw 

PRESENT: 

Yours very truly, 

J. Frank Gallagher, 
City Clerk 

The meeting was recessed until Friday December 30,1949, at 10:00 A.M. 

* * * 
RECESSED MEETING OF THE C01fMISSIONERS OF 
THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, h"ELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER OF TEE CITY F..ALL SATURDAY 
DECIDABER 30,1949 AT 10:00 A.M. 

White, Hein, Knight and South: Absent; Davis. Mayor White presided. 

24!l 

The following Ordinances were nresented by the Mayor and various Commissioners 
nd were passed and approved by a roll call vote to-wit; White, Hein, Knie;ht and South; 
Nays; Davis -absent. 

AN ORDINANCE 11,158 

CANCELLING CONTRACT HA(VN-4193l) MPH-l ON PRO
JECT TEX-VN 41931, BETVIEEN TEE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, PUBLIC ROUS IHG "L;DMINISTRATION AND 
rrHE CITY OF S .. 4N AnTONIO, TEX~I\S, CUNCERNING 
BUILDINGS AT STD:SON HOMES. 
( Full text in Ordinance Book T. page. 387 

* * * 



December 30, 1949 

AN ORDINANCE 11,159 

REPEALING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDI
NANCE },1AKING BILL OF SALE TO EDGEWOOD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 41, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR 
CERTAIN BUILDINGS LOCATED AT STINSON FIELD 
TEXAS", PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE 15TH DAY OF 
DECEMBER 1949. 

( Full text in Ordinance Book T. page. 387 

* * * 
Commissioner Knight made a motion to reject all bids on Section 11 & 111 of 

sewage disposal plant and re-advertise, since the size of the plant would have to be cut 

to come within the available funds of the city. 

The Mayor asked if anyone wished to be heard,- hidders or their attorney's. 

Mr. -H. B. Zachry the low bidder made an earnest plea to have his bid accepted in it's 

entirety stating the money could be saved on lateral sewer work and would make an adequate 

plant for future years. He stated that looking at it any way but one,his was the low bid. 

He further stated the bond issue did not specifically ear-mark $1,500,000 for this plant 

but the sums coula adjusted as necessity demanded. He went into the savings he had helped 

the City flake. He further stated that this 60,000,000 gallon plant was needed. 

Commissioner Knight replied stating that commitments for lateral sewers in 

Columbia Heights, Terrell "'-1ells, west of 24th Street, Sunny Slope and others were not 

fulfilled. He stated tl_at a 50,000,000 gallon plant was what was promised and that 

actually it would handle from 52,000,000 to 56,000,000 gallons. He stated that the 

additional lateral lines would eliminate pit privies and help in the eradication of 

infant diarrhoea. He read from a circular issued when the bond issue was voted which 

he contended ear-marked funds for certain projects. 

Mr. Duke, Attorney for McKenzie Construction Company explained that elimination 

of certain work in the old plant would make his company the low bidder on the new project. 

Mr. McKenzie also spoke, saying he had done business with the City for thirty-five years 

and considered Lis the lowest and best bit. Commissioner Hein stbted he would like to 

see the larger plant but since the money was not sufficient he favored re-advertising for 

bids. Commissioner South insisted that the original bond issue actually set aside certain 

monies for certain projects and tllis set-up should be followed. 

Maury Maverick, Attorney for Zackry insisted that tile Zachry bid was low and 

and that is should be awarded to him. 

The Mayor stated' 1:e was pledged to see that as many sewer connections as possible 

were e18de and he therefore was not in favor of cutting out lateral sewer line so as to 

build a larger plant. He asked Commissioner Knight if a 50,000,000 gallon: plant would 

take care of present needs. The answer was yes. 

After continued debate by all parties the vote on rejection of bids was taken 

with the following results, Ayes; White, Hein, Knight and South, Nays, Davis-absent. 

On a motion by Commissioner Hein and seconded by Commissioner Knight and 

carried by a roll call vote to-wit: Ayes Wtite, Hein, Knight a~ South; Nays,Davis-absent, 

the meeting was adjourned. 

APPROVED 

~~T: I 
""" lL--J. ran al agher~ 

Cit Clerk \f 
A.~ 

* * * 
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