
MEETING OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

THURSDAY, SEPTm~BER 7TH, 1916 4. P. M. 

PRESENT: Honorable Clinton G. Brown, Mayor, presiding, and Commissioners Garland, Lambert, 

Kearny and Uhr. 

Minutes of previous meeting were ordered approved. 

----Mm~ORIALS AND PETITIONS----

Petition of E. A. Mayor for reduction of paving assessment on South Preaa Street: 

also communication from City Health Officer recommending improvement of South Brazos 

street, were read and referred to Commissioner of Streets and Public Improvements. 

The following petitions were read and referred to Commissioner of Fire and Police: 
'r 

West End Lumber Co., requesting payment of rent for ground occupied by Fire Department. 

Petition of Central Baptist C~urch, for permit to hold gospel services in 300 block, 

San Fernando Addition. 

Petition of Morris and Co. for permit to build plat~orm, was read and referred to 

Building Inspector. 

Estimate of cost of Vaults to be constructed on lower floor of City Hall, was read 

and referred to Building Inspector, who was orderd to prepare plans and call for bids. 

Commissioner Garland introduced the following ordinance, which was read and adopted 

by the following vote on roll call, to-wit: Ayes, Brown, Garland, Lambert, Kearny and 

Uhr. Nays, none. 

No. 97 AN ORDINANCE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

That there be and there is hereby appropriated out of the 1915 General Fund, the 

following sums of money for the hereinafter designa.ted purposes: 

One Dollar and ninej;een cents ($1.19) (thIEf school portion being.32) warrant for 

which is to be made payable to Chae B.Layer on account of erroneous assessment and collec-

tion of taxes for the fiscal year 1915, Motorcycle No. 438 on valuation of $80.00. 

Commissioner Garland, reporting on the petition of lllattie Lewis for exemtion and 

cancellation of taxes, recommended that petition be granted, and that taxes for years 

1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915 be cancelled. Adopted. 

Petition of Albert and Ernest Steves for reduction of assessment for taxes was, 

on motion of Commissioner Garland, referred to City Attorney. 

Commissioner Kearny introduced the following resolution, which waffi read and adopted: 

I 

I 

RESOLUTION 

Ordering a public hearing of propertG owners and ot;,ers interested in street improve- I 
ments being made on West Commerce Street between Main Plaza and the City Market, appro-

ving plat and statement of City Engineer, and ordering that special assessments be made 

and levied, and for other purposes. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COl~ISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

WHEREAS, heretofore the City Council Qf the City of San Antonio duly ordered the im-



r 

E 
II -provement of West Conunerce Street by widening and straightening said street between 

'I 

II ,I 
I, 

II 
Ii 
II 

:1 

ii 
:i 
;1 

ii 
II 

ii 
Ii 
il 
'I 

il 
II 

il 
:1 

Main Plaza and the City Market, and setting back the north line of Military Plaza, and 

ordered that a part of the cost of said improvements be paid by special assess~ents 

to be made as herein and in the laws of the State and the "Procedure Ordinance" of 

this City provided; and 

WHEP~AS, said improvement has been effected, and consists, generally speaking, 

in straightening said portion of said street and bringing same to a w~dth of approx-

imately Sixty five (65) feet betv{een property lines, save upon Military Plaza, 'Ihere 

the north line of said Plaza is set back approximately 14-4/10 to 29-33/100 feet, 

and in cutting back the building on said stY'eet to conform to lines in accordance 

with the plat prepared by the City Engineer for said improvement and on file in the 

office of said Engineer, all of which have been duly adopted and approved by the City 

Council; and 

'ftlH1!:REAS, in compliance with section Seventeen of said "Procedure Ordinance", 

the City Engineer has duly prepared and filed wi~h the City Clerk the required plat 

and statement for said, improvements, and the governing body of this City duly examined 

same and corrected such errors and omissions as it foun~ therein; and all proceedings 

required by law or ordinalJIlce of the Ci ty have been sufficiently ha.d 8,nd performed; 

Now, therefore, Be it herby further resolved; 

First: That said plat and st8,tement of s;:dd Ci ty Engineer be and ther are hereby 

in all things approved, and the originals thereof ordered to bE preserved among the 

records of the office of the City Engineer. 

Second: That a public necessity existed for said im~-rovements to be effected 

and that a portion of the CQ'st of said improvements be assessed as aforesaid a.gainst 

property abutting upon sad street to be improved and against the resPective owners 

thereof. 

Third; Each such lot or parcel of, property so to be assessed is located in the 

City of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, abutting on said highway, and is hereunder 

described whenever practicable by the New City Block (UN.C.B.") number and by lot 

numbers in each such block; but each parcel of property, if any, indicated hereunder 

in any such block by letters ("A,B.C",etc) in lieu of or in connection with the lot 

numbers in the same property indicat~d by the corresponding letter in the correspond-:-

ing block as shown on said plat of the Ci ty Engit1eer, vrhich plat is made a part 

hereof; and each of said lots and parcels o~ abutting property, and the frontage thereof 

on said highway 8,S shown hereunder in feet in the column headed "Frontage" and each 

such description and assessment shall be held to extend back from said line abuttimg 

on said highway and include the entire depth and area of each such respectuve parcel, 

lot or lots of abutting property as same may be owned and bounded at the date whwn 

sucih assessment shall be made. 

Fourth: That tht total estimated cost of said improvements, the estimated portion 

thereof payable by the City, thd portion thereof to be assessed the abutting property 

and owners, and other data with reference to said improvements, including the descrip-

tion of such property, and the names of the supposed respective owners thereof, and 

the respective amounts estimated and proposed to be assessed against such parcels or 

property and owners thereof, are set forth hereunder all as same'appear in said state-

ment of the City Engineer, to-wit: 
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STATElvlli~TT SEOWING ALL ASSESSMENTS 
ON WEST C01&EFCE ST. WIDENING 

BETWEEN MAIN PLAZA AND SANTA ROSA AVENUE • 
• , ..... l 

GENERAL ESTIMATE 
of the cost of widening West Commerce Street, from Main Plaza to Santa Rosa Ave. 

Total Cost of ImprOvEment $176,iiO.33 
One-third payable by City 58,703~44 

To be assessed $117,406.89 
Total number of feet of abutting property 
Proposed assessment per front foot 

Name of Owner Lot or Tract Ci ty Bl. Front Ft. 
Alexander Joske C 175 64.0 
Dr. W.M.Wolff 
and Dr. F.P.Herff B 175 97.5 
Frank T.Walsh A 175 50.0 
Lena McAllister & 
Bertha Stumberg D 105 180.3 
P.A.Hill C 105 27.0 
Carlos Guergin B 105 27.0 
A.Guergin Holt A 105 56.5 
T.W.Campbell,Jaak Locke 
and H.Cunningham A 913 145.6 
St. Joseph's Orphanage F 122 88.3 
Royal a. Ferris E 122 57.3 
FrankT.Walsh D 122 26.5 
Est. Ed Steves C 122 59.0 
Minnie Herff B 122 40.3 
Dalkowitz Bribs A 122 79.5 
City of San Antonio-Military Plaza 350.9 
H.D.Elliott A-3 110 52.5 
Emile Tips B-3 110 48.2 
Wm. Fenstermaker 2 110 68.0 
Ada Waelder 1 110 34.9 
C.Villemain 1 138 49.3 
Joseph A. & Ella M. Burger 2-3-4 138 164.3 
Francis Smith 1-2-3 254 293.2 
Louis Schwartz and 
Wm. Cohen W-10 117 81.0 
Emma , Frank Simmang E-I0 117 81.5 
Josephine Frost All 123 20:).5 

2426,10 $ 

2426.10 
48.39 

Assessment. 
$ 3096.96 

4718.03 
2419.50 

8724.72 
1306.53 
1306.53 
2734.04 

7045.58 
4272.84 
2772.75 
1282.34 
2855.00 
1950.12 
3847.0u , 

16980.05 
2540.47 
2"7,32.40 
3290.52 
1688.81 
2385.62 
7950.48 

14187.95 

3919,59 
3943.79 
9847.:16 

117398.98 

Fifth: That proper portions of the cost of such improvements shall be in lawful man-

ner determined and assessed agaimst all said abutting property and the owners thereof. 

respectively, by ordinance of the City Commissioners, to be passed after the hearing 

hereinafter mentioned; and the respective amounts so assessed shall constitute a lien 

against each parcel of said abutting property and shall be a personal liability of ~he 

owner thereof, all as provided by law and ordinance; and sai§ assessment shall be made 

and apportioned by the front foot plan or rule, in accordance with the procedure ordi-

nance of this City passed and approved December 18 t 1913, and amendments thereto, said 

ordinance being entitled "An Ordinance establishing a uniform plan under which all paving 

and certain other street improvements in this City shall be made and be paid for wholly 

or partly by special assessments; defining the procedure with reference to SUch improve-

ments and assessments; and prescribing certain rights and liabilities of property owners. 

contracto~s and others, and for other purposes." 

Sixth; That all ~um8 herein~propo6ed to be assessed which have already been paid to 

the City by property owners shall be credited on their respective assessmebts. 

Seventh: That ail deeds and papers received by the City and relating to said project, 

having been heretofore authorized and approved in behalf of the City,· and also all Com-

mittee reports heretofore made by the Committee of this City Council in the widening and 

staightening of West Commerce Street, be and the same are hereby fully approved and con-

fi rmed. 

Eight: That a hearing shall be given to owners of p·operty abutting on said in~rove-

ments, and to their agents or attorneys, to all of whom this resoluti'on and notice is 

addressed; and that such hearing shall be held on the 25 day of September, A.D.1916, in 

the Council Chamber in the City Hall of this City. at 4 O'clock P.M.,at which date, hour 
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and place, said owners of abuttine; property and their agents and attorneys, or other 

pers ons interested in said matters, are hereby notified to be and appear to show cause, 

if any they have, why a. sp-ecial assessment s auld not be made and declared as afore-

said against any and all of said abutting property and the owners thereof, respectively, 

and that said hearing and further procpedimgs shall be had and con ~cted in accordance 

with said procedure ordinance. And the true owners of all said property are hereby 

required to take notice of said proceedings whether or not they be correctly named 

in this resolution. 

Ninth: That the City Clerk be an~ he is hereby directed to give notice of said 

hearibg as provided by sections 19 and 20 of said procedure ordinance. 

The following resolution was read and adopted: 

P.ESOLU~ION 

Calling for bids for construction of sanitary sewer in Denver Heights and Highland 

Park. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the City of San Antonio, that, the City 
sani tary 

Clerk be directed to advertise for construction of eight inc~sewers at the follow-

ing places; 

In the alley between Delmar and Porter Street, from Washington to Walters. 

In the alley between Porter and Denver Boulevard, from Aransas Avenue to Mittman 

Street. 

In the alley between Denver Boulevard and Essex Street, from So. Cherry Street to 

Gevers Street. 

In Drexel Ave. from So. Pine street to New Braunfels Avemue. 

In Rigsby Avenue from So. Hackberry to Highland Park School. 

Bids will be received until 4 P.M. October 5th. 

Plans and specifications will be ready for contractars on September 21st. 

The following resolution was read and adopted: 

RESOLUTION 

II Calling for bids for constructicn. of sani tary sc,wer in West End. 

~, '13E IT P.ESOLVED by the Commissioners of the City of San Antonio, that, the Ci ty Clerk 

II be hereb7 directed to advertise for the rronstructi@n of an 8,10,12 and 18 inch sanitary 
I 

sewer in Elmendorf Street beginning at the north line of Cincinnati Avenue and extend-

ing north t9 Murphy Street. 

Bids will be received until 4 P.M. September 28. Plans and specifications will 

be ready for contractors on September 14th. 

Commissioner Kearny introduced the following ordinance, which was read and 

adopted by the following vote on roll call, to-wit: 

f() 8 _ I~ , AN ORDINANCE 

Appropriating $2200.00 to pay Rushmore and Gowdy 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Commissioners of the City of San Antonio, that, the sum of 

Twenty Two hundred ($2200.00) Dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary be, and 

the same is hereby appropriated out of the Street Paving Fund to pay Rushmore and 

Gowdy final estimate for work done on Victoria Street, Peach street to Hackberry Street. 

This ordinance is hereby declared to be of urgent importance for reasons of 

public welfare apparent herefrom, and the same shall take effect at once. 
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Petit.ion of G.C.Ridge'¥,ay for construction of crosswalks along Bill Green Street was 

1 not granted, this subdivision not having been accepted by Ci ty. 

Commissioners Uhr and Lambert were designated to act as Judge of the Corporation Court 

the absence of the Corporation Judge. 

1 

Petition of W.P.Clarke for permit to construct a shingle roof on addition at 114 Fir 
i 
: Street was granted. 
I 

II 
I, 
,I 

'I 
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Commissioner Lambert introduced ~he following ordinance, which was read and adopted 

IbY the following vote on roll call, to-wit. Ayes, Brown, Gar1and, Lambert, Kearny and Uhr. 

liN I: ay s, non e • 
I 

fYl B- J lOAN ORDINANCE 

Accepting deed to Otto Koekler Park. 

Whereas the City has never heretofore accepted any d~ed of dedication and conveyance 

I executed by Mrs. Emma Koehler and dated July 5th, 1916, hereto attached and made a part 
1 

!hereof, is now tendered to the City for acceptance; Now Therefore 
I 

I! 
'I BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COl.[h[I SSIONERS OF THE CI TY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

l

i"11 

That said deed and dedication above mentioned conveying to the City about-

il ten acres of land therein descri bed for the purposes of a pub1 ic park to be known as Otto 

ilKd>ehler Park be and the same is hereby accepted on behalf of the City, and said property 

Iishall be held, managed and used in accordance with the face, tenor and effect of said deed; 
1 ~ 
t and the City Clerk is hereby directed to have the same placed of record in the records of 

~deeds in this County. 

Ii 
II 

ii 
Commissioner Uhr reporting on petition of John Stratton for removal of bill board 

II 
il at Garden and Nueva Streets, recommended that the boards remain, and that they be repaired 

ilbY owner. Adopted, 
II I, 

II 
II 

II 

Commissione r Uhr introduced the following resolution, which was read and adopted: , 

II 

" 
RESOLUTION 

:1 

!I 
II 

Directing the City Attorney to prepare in blank an ordinance making appropriation of 
,I 

Ilmoney to be paid to the widow of Motol!'cycle officer Harris, recently killed. 
II 
,I 
II 

B-= IT RESOLVED BY THE COMl·I1IS:-nONERS OF THE CI'-Y OF SAN ANTONIO, THAT, THE 
I: 
!iAttorney be and is hereby directed to prepare and submit in blank 
.1 

an ordinance making 

il p ri a ti on fo r the -benefi t 
II perf 0 rmanc e 0 f d 11 ty ; bu t 

of the widow of IJ[otorcycke Officer Harris, recently 
this resolution shall not evidence any admissipn of 

II 

Ilwhatever on the part of the Ci ty. 
II 
!I 

II 

while 
killeYin 
liability 

Ci ty 

appro-

the 

:1 Amendments to Bill Board ordinance were discussed for and against, without definite 

On motion, duly seconde~ and carried, ~:e meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: ___ ff~~~ r~-rz.;..L __ ~ __ --\_ 
~. 

I 

I 

" 

I 

i 

·1 


