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AN ORDINANCE OF-"4 
Declaring Syphilisis, Gonorrhea and Chanoroid to be contageous infectious, and 

commu nicable diseaese, requiring physicians and others treating such diseases to 
mate reports to the Board of Health; authorizing the ·· City Health Officer and the Board 
of Health to institute such measures for the pr~tectiom of t h e public against persons 
afflicted with such diseas es as they are empowered to use to prevent the spread of 
other contageous, infectious and communicable diseases, and providing penaltie.s. 

BE IT ORDAI f~D BY ~HE CO~'IS SIONERS OF THE CITY OFSAN ANTONIO: 

Section 1. Tijat the venereai diseases of syphilisia, gonorrhea, and chaboroid shall 

hereafter be considered and are hereby declared to be contageous, infectious, and 

communicable diseases, and dangerous ,to the public health. 

Section 2. That from and aft er the passage ar..d approval of this ordinance,· all phys-

iciana, surgeons, managers of hospitals and dispensaries, and all other persons who 

shall prescribe or give treatment within the City of San Antonio for any venereal 

diseases described in the pre·ceding section, sh~ll, within three days from the date of 

the first visit or examination of the patient so treated. make a report to the Board 

of Health of the City of San Antonio, stating the name, age, sex, color, marital con-

dition, occupation and address of the diseased person, and the nature, previous 

dur ~tion, and probable origin of the disease, whicg said report shall be enclosed in a 

sealed envelope, addressed to the City Health Officer, San Antonio, Texas, with the 

"confidential" written plainly on the front of such envelope. 

Section 3. No druggist nor any other person, except a legalized practitbner of med­

icine shall be permi tted to mdnUtXDe: prescribe, s ell OE gi ve any remedy, proprietory, 

patent or other medicine for the treatment of venereal diseases. 

Section 4. That in the event of any minor living with his parentx, parents, or . 

guardian, in the City of San Antonio, shall be afflicted with any venereal disease dee 

scribed in Section 1 of this ordinance, such parent or guardian shall, . immediately 

upon discovering the existence of such disease, make report thereof to the Board of 

Health, as required of physicians and other persons under the preceding section of 

t:r.is ordinance. 

Section 5. That every person within the City of San Antonio, who, after the passage and 

approval of this ordinance, shall be afflicted wi th any venereal disease nam~d in 

Section 1 of this ordinance, shall immediat ely report such fact to t he City Health 

Officer and place himself or herself under the care of some cr mpetent physician or 

person authorized to prescribe or treat such disease, or if unable to procure the 

proper treatment for such dis·ease, shall report t his fact to said City Health Officer. 

Section 6. That all reports made in compliance with the provisions of Section 2 of this 

ordinance shall be sevurely kept by t h e Secretary of the Board of Health in a locked 

drawer or compartment inaccessable to the. public, and no one other than the Ci ty 

Health Officer or members of the Board of Health shall be permitted to inspect such 

reports or to receive any information therein contained, and it shall be unlawful for · 

the Secretary of the Board of Health, the City Heal t h Officer, or any member of t he 

Board of Health to give any information concerning said reports, except as required 

by law. 

Section 7. That the City Health Officer and the Board of Health of t h e City of San 

Bntohio are hereby authorized and empowered to take such action and institute such 

measures for the protection of the public against persons afflicted with any venereal 

disease described in Section 1 of this ordinanc'e, and to prevent the' communication, 

infection and spreading thereof, as they are now or may be hereafter authorized and 
or communic.able 

empowered to use to prevent the spreading of other contageous, i~ectiouJVdisease or 

I diseases. 
I 

--~ -
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Section 8. Any person who shall violate any provisi on of this ordinance, shall be deemed 

guilty of a misdemeanor, ::lond upon conviction thereof, shall be fi "ned any sum not less than 

Ten Dollars nor more than One Hundred Dollars. 

Section 9. The fact that there is no ordinance declaring the venereal diseases of syp-

hi~is, gonorrhea, and chancroid to be cont a gious, infectious, and communicable diseases, 

and dangerous to the public health, and authorizing the City Health Officer and t h e 

Board of Health to institute such measures for the protection of the public against 

venereally diseased persoms as th~ are empowered to use to prevent the spread of other 

contagious. infectious, and communicable diseases, creates an emergency and an urgent 

necessity for the immediate preservation of the public health, and this ordinance shall 

take effect from and after its passage and approval. ' 

Passed and Approved this 3rd day of January, A.D.l918. 

ATTEST: 
Fred Fries, 

Ci ty Clerk. 

Sam C. Bell, 
Maypr. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS. 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. I; I . ~ J Before me, the undersi gned au tho ri ty, on thi s day personcl lly appeared 
~ , ~~l/ • who being by me duly sworn, says on oath that he is 

one of the publis~s of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation in 
the Ci ty of San Ant,onio, in the Sta.te and County aforesaid, and that the ordinance hereto 
ttached htls be en published in evety i of said,- news aper on the following day,s , to-wit pI<. i· tl·, ']/. · /V . / ~~ HI18 .. 

Sworn to and subscrib~4 to before me tttis 

AN ORDINANCE OF - 19§ 

Amending Section Seventeen of an ordinance entitled "An ordinance creating and organ-

izing the Health Division of the City. government, "a.n d defining the powers, duties, and_ 

scope of said division; and creating and defining the offices and duties of the Board of 

Health, Secretary of the Health Division, City Health Officer, City Physician, City 

Chemist and Bacte"riologist a.nd other officers; fixing salaries of certain officers; further 

providing for the control and direction of certain appointive officers. public institut ions 

a nd branches of the public service by and under said Health Division and the City Health 

Officer; regulating all ordinances and resolutions in conflict herewith and declaring an 

emergency", passed and approved May 18th, 1914; sa.id Section Seventeen relating to city 

scavengers and scavanger service. 

BE IT ORDAI NED BY THE COMl-lIS SIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTUIO: 

Section 1. That Section Seventeen of an ordinance e~titled"An ordinance creating 

and organizing the Health Division of the City Government, and defining the powers, 

~ duties, and scope of said division; and creating and defining , the offices and duties of 

the Board of Health, Sectrtary of the Health Division, City Health Officer, City Physician, 

City Chemist and Bacteriologist and other officers; fixing salaries of certain officers; 

further providing for the control a.nd direction of certain a.ppointive officers, public 

institutions and branches of the public service by and under sai d Health Division a~d the 
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City Health Officer; regulating all ordinances and resolutions in conflict herewith l add declaring an emergency", passed and approved May 18, 1914, b e and the same is hereby 

amended so as to hereafter read ~s follows: 

Section S~venteen (a). The scavenger service of the City shall be performed by 

some person or persons to be appointed by the Commissioner of Sanitation. Parks and 

Public Property and approved by the Board of Commis sioners, each of whom shall here­

after designated "City Scavenger", and shall perform the duties of City Scavenger and 

'sanitary police officers as i ,s now or may be hereafter prescribed by ordinance, but 

wi thr ut power or authori ty to make arrests; provided however, th 8t the appointment of 

any per SOD as City Scavenger, who shall not equip himself for the performance of the 

~ . 'duties of his office, as hereinafter set out in paragraph "bit of ~his section, within 

ten (10) days from the~te of his appointment and approval, such appointment shall be 

automatically revoked and of no further force and effect. 

(b) Each City Scavenger, before entering upon the discharge of his duties as such 

officer, shall, at his own expense, equip himself with a wagon and tank holding not 

less than twenty (20) barrels, said tank to be equipped with a section pump of sUfficient 
. \ 
power to pump the contents of cesspools and privy vaults direct into the tank on said 

wagon, and shall also enter into a bond of not less than Five Hundred ($500,00) Dollars, 

. I payable to the Ci ty, and condi tioned upon the fai thful and efficient performB.nce of his 

duties and. undertakings as such Ci ty Scavenger. 

(c) City Scavengers, and all persons employed by ~hem, and the means, appliances, 

vessels, vehicles, disinfectants and meth ods used by them, and all matters relating to 

I the conveyance, disposition and treatment of filth add other substances or things collec~ 
ted by them or any of them, and the disinfection by s~id City Scavengers of the vaults, 

pits or places from which they shall remove. such filth and other sUl1Jstances and things, 

shall all be done and performed in conformi ty to such rules and regulations, orders f:l.nd 

requirements as may be made by the Board of Health, not contrary to the City ordinances 

I or resolutions, and subject thereto the orders and direction of the City Health Officer 

shall be obeyed by said City Scavengers and each of them. 

(d) Each City Scavenger shall report ,each day to the City Health Officer for 

orders and shall each day file a report in writing in the office of the Secretary of 

the Health Division, stating the name of each person who ordered the performance of 

scavenger services on the ~%~« •• ~X«g preceding day, and the place, street and number 

where such services were ordered to be performed, and in like manner stating in writing 

I the name of the person for whom, and the place, street and number where all such 

services were done and performed during such prevuous day_ 

(e) City Scavengers shall receive no salary or compensation from the City for the 

performaue of their duries as such officers, but for their services shall be allowed 

to charge the individual, :person, firm or corporation for whom such service shall be 

rendered, a fee of twelve and one-half (~2t¢) cents per cubic foot for r~ving the 

contents of cesspools a.nd vaults, two and one, half (2-t¢) cents of which shall be paid to 

the City of San Antonio to cover cost of inspection, as herein provided. 

(f) No cesspool or privy vault shall be cleaned by any City S«avenger until same has 

been inspected and measured by the Chief of the City Cleaning service, or some other 

person designated by the Commisxioner of Sanitation, Parks and Public Property to act 

as Inspect or. 

(g) The contents of all cess pools and privy vaults shall be hauled to such place or 

places as may be designated by the Chief of the City Cleaning Service or other 

inspector. Every Ci ty Scavenger who shall unload or dump the contents of his wagon at 
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any place other than that designated by the Inspector, as aforesaid, shall forfeit to t h e 

City the fees collected therefor. which is hereby declared to be a fine for official 

misconduct, and in addition to such fine sucg City Scavenger may be suspended or remove d 

from office by the Board of Commissioners. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 3rd day of January, A.D.19l8. 

ATTEST: 

Fred Fries, 
Ci ty Clerk. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 
CITY OFSAN ANTONIO. 

Sam C. Bell 
Mayor of the City of San Antonio. 

Before me. the undersigned authority. om this day personally appeared 

----------------------------------• who being by me duly sworn, says on oath that he is 

one of the publishers of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulatiori in xx 
the City of San Antonio, in t h e State and County af~resaid, and that the ordinance 

hereto attached has been published in every issue. of said newspaper on the following 

days, to-wit: _____ ___________________________________________________________ ~A.D.19l8 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 1918. ------------------------------- ------

City Clerk. 

. 



- . 

- --

,..., G .... 

,) 

-

293 

_. - - .. - - .-

h AN ORDINANCE OF-"lo 
~ Forbidding within the limits of the City of San Antonio the sale, delivery or gift 

of malt. spirituous or vinous liquors by any wholesale or retail liquor dealer to be 

consumed or used off of the premises where sold, delivered or given, except in the 

case of s~le or delivery by a wholesaler to a licensed retailer or in cases of sick­

ness or for religious or sacramental purposes, and declaring penalty and emergency. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

Section One. From and after the passage of this ordinance it shall be unlaw-

ful for any wholesal e or r~tail liquor dealer, their agents, s'ervants or employes, to 

sell, buy, give or deliver, within the corporate limits of the City of San Antonio, 

any malt, spirituous or vinous liquors of any character whatsoever, to any person or 

persons for use or consumption off the premises where sold, given or delivered. 

Section !wOe Section One hereof shall not, howe~er, apply: 

1st. To a bona fide sale or delivery of said liquor by a wholesaler to a 

retailer, authorized by law to receive and deal in same. 

2nd. To a sale, gift or delivery of such liquors for medicinal purposes in cases 

of actual sickness; provided, however, that such sale, gift or delivery shall be made in 

case of sickness only u pon the written certificate of a reputable practisin~ 

physician of the City of San Antonio, ststing who the liquor is for and that same is 

absolutely necessary for medicinal purposes, and in no i~stance shall more than one 

pint of liquor be furnished upon anyone certificate. Any physifian furnishing a false 

certificate shall b e guilty of a misdemeanor a nd shall be pu nished as hereinafter 

provided. 

/. 3rd. To sales of liquor for religious or sacramental purposes 

Section Three. Any person or persons, or their agents, servants or employes, violating 

any provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 

thereof shall be fibed in any sum not less than Five ($5.00) Dollars nor more than One 

Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, and each sale, gift or delivery in vi olation hereof shall 

constitute a seperate offense. Upon s~h conviction the City license issued to such 

wholesaler or retailer for the current year shall be cancelled by the Mayor. 

Section :lour. That the ordinance of the 10th day of December, A.D.1917, 

entitled "An ordinance requirin~ wholesale and retail liquor dealers, in selling 

liquors to be consumed off the premises, to take certain written statements from their 

vendees, land denouncing a penalty and declaring an emergency," be and the same is hereby 

in all things repealed. 

Section Five. Whereas there are encamped in ana a bout the City of San Antonio 

at thjs time over eighty thousand United States troops, who are forbidden by govern-

ment regulations and for the good of the service from receiving or consuming 

spi~ituous liquors; and wh Ereas, certain bootleggers and other lawless persons have, 

in spite of the best efforts of the police authorities and all reputable liquor 

dealers, contrived to secure liquor and purv~y same to said soldiers, much to the 

detriment of the servi ce and to the peace and safety of the Ci ty: Therefore, be it 

further ordained that this ordinance is of urgent importance b; reason of the facts 

apparent upon the face h ereof, and that same, being for the immediate preservation of 

the public peace, health and ~safety, shall become effective from and after the date 

of its passage and approval. 

I PASSED AND APPROVED this 14th day of January, A.D.L91B. 

Fred Fri es t , 
,... • .L ,...., .,. 

Sam C. Bell, 
Mayor City of San Antonio. 
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STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 
CITY OF 'SAN ANTONIO. 

,Before me, the unde r signed authori ty, on t h i s day personally appeared 

______________________ ~ ___________________________ , who being by me duly sworn, says on 

, oath that he is one of the publishers of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general 

circulation in t h e City of San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, and that the 

ordinance hereto 'attached has been published in every issue of said newspaper on t h e 

following days, to-wit: _________________________________________________________ 1918. 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this ---------. _____________ 1918 

AN ORDINANCE of- to'7 

Prohibiting the sellin~, renting , lea sing, giving, bartering, or delivering to any 

soldier any pistol, declaring such act a misdemeanor and providing penalty. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTIDNIO: 

Section 1. It shall hereafter be unlawf~l for any person,firm,corporation or 

association of persons, or any agent, servant or employe of any such firm, corporation or 

association of persons to sell, rent, lea~e, give, barter or deliver, or to cause to be 

sold, leased, rented, given, bartered or delivered to any soldier any pist~l. 

Section 2. Any such person aforesaid who shall violate Sec t ion 1 of t h is 

ordinance , shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof sha.ll be 

punished by a fine of any sum not less than Five ($5.00) Dollars nor more than Onr Hundred 

($100.00) ' Dollars. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 21st day of January, A.D.19l8. 

Attest: 

Fred Fries, 

STAT:m OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

Sam C. ,Bell 
Mayor.' of the City of San Antonio. 

Ci ty Cl erk. 

, f., . . /J Before me t h e ' undersigned authority. on this day personally appeared 

~/~~~:( < ,who being by me duly sworn, says on oath that he is one 
) 

of the publishers of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation i~ , the 

City of San Antonio, in the state and County aforesaid, ~nd that the ordinance hereto 

'attached has been published in every issue of said newspaper on the following days, to-wit: 

January, 23,24,25,26,28,29,30,31 and February 1st, and 2nd, 1918. 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this~ 



· AN ORDINANCE o F - .Is, if, 

Regulating the placing and collection .of garbage, requiring portable vessels 

or tanks for deposit of garbage on premises; tepealing all ordinances in confl~ct 

herewithi and providing penalties. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE' COMMI SSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN .ANTONIO: 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any pe-rson', firm or corporation, . or any 

tenant or occupa.nt of any building or premises, in person or by his, her or its 

servant, agent or employe, to cast, throw, drop, pl ace, sweep, or deposit,or allow to 

_accumulate, or to cause th e same to be done in any manner whatsoever, any garbage, 

of fal, substance, or thing whatsoever, offensive and deleterious to health, in or upon 

any street, avenue, alley, roadway, sidewalk, park or other public place, ' or vacant lot 
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or in or upon the waters of any canal, stream or other water course or public waters~ or 

in any drain, sewer, or receiving basin within the City of San Antonio, or in, upon or 

about any building or premises within said City, except as hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. Every resident, householder, owner, lessee, tenant or occupant of_any 

building, premises or place of business within the City of San Antonio shall provide or 

cause to be provided, and at all times to keep in good order and repair, one or more 

portable vessels or tanka suitable for receiving and holding all garbage that may 

accumUlate in·; or upon said building, place of bus~ness or pr.emises, or any portion 

thereof, wbere such person may reside or 'be engaged in business or shall othenlise 

he.ve under hi s possession and cant rol;' said receptacle for t he temporary deposi t of 

g8. rbage shall be ma de of non-ab sorbent material, water tight and shall be provided wi th 

a tight, closely fitting lid or cover, and two ' outside handles, and shall be of such 

size, not to exceed twenty five gallons capacity, as may be necessary to hold the 

garbage accumUlation for each twenty four hours on the premises where kept; and in the 

event one receptacle of the maximum capacity is insuffic~ent for such purpose, two or 
J 

more receptacles shall be provided and kept. 

Sect~on 3. All garbage receptacles shall be kept cove~ed at all times except when 

matter is being deposited therein, a nd it shall be the duty of the owner, tenant or 

occupant of any building or premises, or the proprietor or manager of any place of 

business, either in pers.on or by his\ag~nt, servant or employe, to place, or cause to l) e 

~laced, said ,: garbage receptacle at such place, either on, in front of , or at the 

rear of s8,id premises, a ccessable to the garbage collector, as may be designated by the 

superintendent of Garbage, by not later than 7.30 a.m. on e'ach day, so that the garbage 

I· collector may colleft ann remove the contents thereof. 

I 
I 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful for any person other than one leg~lly authorized 

so to do, to remove, displace, injure, deface, destroy, uncover, or in any manner move 

or dtst'urb any garbage receptacle, or in any ma.nner remove, wi thdraw or disturb any 

part or portion of the contents t h ereof. 

Section 5. It shall be unlawful to place any earth, ashes, manure, brush, limbs 

of trees or other similar trash, in any garbage receptacle; but rags, bottles, tin cans, 

wasre paper and similar rubbish may be included; provided, however, tha~ all ~asfe 

paper shall be first securely tied in bundles befpre being deposited in · said receptacles. -
.... 

~ \~--~------~S~ection 6. It shall be unlawful for any garbage receptacle, after the same has 
f'i 

been emptied by the garbage collector, tobe left i ·n, on or ~bout tbe premises on which 
.... 

same is kept in such manner as to be a nuisance or offensive to the public or other 

residents in the neighborhood of said pre·misee. 

Section 7. Anyone violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall 
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deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine 

in any sum of not less t han One ($1.00) Dollar nor more than Fifty ($50,00) Dollar1!!. 

Section 8. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

PASSED AND APPROVED t h is 24th day of Janua,ry, A.D.1918. 

AT TEST: 
Fred Fries, 

Ci ty Clerk. 

THE ST !'TE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

Sam C. Bell, Mayor 

Bef ore me , the undersigned authority, on this day personally a.ppeared 

~~~~~~~' -~~~--~~--~~~f~~--------' who being by me duly sworn, says on oath that he is one of 

the publishers of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulatioJl-~~n the Ci ty 

of San Antonio, in the Stae and County ·aforesaid, and that the ordinance hereto attached 

has been published in every issue of said newspaper on the following days, to-wit: 

cI~ "J-~{ ]..fJ't; Jp, ')1. j'vtdt, /- 2-1/-';-: ~ - 1918. 

t~ ,f~~t:LrL/ 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this ,i..,,*Z 6t1.1~ 1918. 

.. d./J.'-L-~ 
. City Clerk. 

AN ORDINANCE tf'~4 
-----.------

Regulating traffic on the streets, plazas and public Places / of the City of San 

Antonio, repealing all ordinances i n conflict herewith, and providing penalties. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMlJl:ISSIONERS OF THE CITY «'yIF SAN ANTONIO: 

Section 1. TRAFFI C RULES. That the following rules and' ,regulations are hereby 

established for the government of traffic on the streets, plazas and public places of the 

City of San Antonio and for the government of the owners, operators, drivers or persons in 

charge of carts, dra.ys, wagons, hacks, carriages, omnibuses, bicycles, motorcycles, auto-

mobiles or other vehicles, and of pedestria ns, using Rtreets, to-wit: 

DIVISION I- OBEDIENCE 

Rule 1. Drivers of vehicles and of street cars and pedestrians must at all times 

comply with directions, or instructions, by voice, by hand or otherwise of any member of 

the Police Department, as to the placing, stopping, starting , approaching or departing 

from any place; the manner of taking up or setting down passengers or loading and unload-

ing goods, at an~,r time or place. 

DI VI S1 ON I I.. PEDESTRI AN'S 

Rule 2. The roadway of the public streets of this City are primarily intended 

for the use of vehicles and street cars; but pedestrians have the right to cross them in 

safety. However, pedestrians must conform to all the traffic rules, thereby not only con­

t ri but i ng to thei r own safety ~,nd comfort but assi st i ng the prompt and orderly movement o~ 

traffic as well. 

Rule 3. It shali be unlawful for any person to engage in any conduct upon any 
I 
I street im this City which shall be reasonably calculated to frighten horses, injure pedes-

trians, or interfere with the passage of vehicles thereupon. 
;, 

Rule 4. Pedestrians shall not stand upon or cross any public street of this City 

in such a waj1 as to interfere with the -t raffic at such place. 

Rule 5. Pedestrians shall not'-st ep from the sidewalk to the roadway of any street 

" 
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wi thout first looking for approachil1.g vehicles. ' 

Rule 6. Pedestrians shall not cross,or enter upon any street of this City in the 

Business Di st ri ct except at st reet int ersect i ona. or at point·s whe.re "PEDESTRIANS MAY 

CROSS HERE" signs are located; and then only at right angles to the street to be crossed, 

and upon that portion of the street included by the sidewalk ·line.s projected. 

Rule 7. Pedestrians shall move in t ll e direction of traffic, in crossing streets in 

conjested districts, where semaphore . signals are in operation . 

Rule 8. Pedestrians' must be particularly cautious in passing across alleys, and in 

front of fire, police or ambulance st,tions, public garages and livery stables. 

11 ~ Rule 9. Pedestrians shall cross streets, and en1i>er and leave street cars as promptly 

as the circumstances permit. 

Rule 10. Upon ·the sidewalks and footways of the Ci ty of San Antonio pedestrians 

shall keep moving, and avoid lOitering and blocking the same; a.n d in their movements 
./ 

thereon pedestrians shall conform as nearly as possible to the general rules of the 

I road in regard to direction, passing, etc. 

DIVISION III - STREET CARS 

Rule. 11. Passengers shall enter street cars by the rear door and leave by the 

front door, and not otherwise; except on unpaved streets which are muddy, under which 

circumstances passengers may enter and leave by the rear door. 

Rule 12. Every street car operated in San Antonio shall have exhibted in it at a 

point nea.r the front a plainly legible X;cD placrad wi th "LEAVE BY TH .B~ FRONT · 'DOOR" 

written thereon in English and Spanish. 

Rule 13. For the purpose of receiving and discharging passengers, street c~rs shall 

stop on the near side of street intersecting from the right and where "CARS WILL STOP 

HERE" signs are located, and not elswhere, e vcept on unpaved streets which are mud dy, at 

which places street cars' may stop on either side of an intersecting street, with the 

front platform opposite the best underfooting for alighting p,assengers, or the rear 

. platform opposite the best underfooting for receiving passengers; but in the event 
.,....-

there are passengers both to get on and get off, then, under this exception, the rear 

platform should be stopped opposite the pOint of best underfooting and~passengers may 

leave. and enter by the rear door. At street intersections where branch lines turn off 

the tracks that a "re used jointly by several lines, oars turning on to the branch lines 

may l'ull around the corner .off the main line before stopping to take on or let off 

pa"1 sengers. 

Rule 14. Upon boarding a street car, all white passengers shall move to the front 

end thereof, and first oc cupy the vacant seats~ or stand, nearest the front, and no 

person shall stand upon or oocupy the platform of any car in any manner which shall 

obstruct or tend to obstruct the free ingre s and egress of other ·passengers . 

Rule 15. When any street car in ~he City shall become fully loaded to its capacity, 

s~,id car shall then proceed towards its destiltation with a.ll dispatch, and shall not 

stop for the' purpose of taking on more passengers until passengers have alighted from 

the car in sufficient umbers to accomodate more passengers in the car; and when cars 

are so loaded and operated, there shall be ~ ign prominently displayed on the front 

bearing the word "LOADED" in capital letters not less than six inches in height, and of 

corresponding cross-section. 

Rule 16. Th~ driver of a street car shall irnmedi~tely stop his car and keep it 

ststionery upon the approach of any fir.e apparatusj' :olice patrol or ambulance. 



298 

-- -

/ 

~, . - -~ ._--- -- ~ 

Rule 17. During blockades or stoppage, a clear space of ten feet shall be kept open 

between street cars opposite an alley or the center of the block, if there be no alley . 

Rule 18 . It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to pass any street car, or interurban 

car, proceeding in the same direction, on the LEFT HAND SIDE; and it shall also be unlawful 

for any vehicle to pa ss a street car under any circumstances when it is standing for t he 

purpose of receiving or discharging passengers until t he do rs of such street car are closed, 

and the space between the street car and the curb is clear, after which the vehicle may 

proceed, except where safety zones are located. 

DIVISION IV - SIGNALS 

Rule 19. Before slowing up or stopping, drivers, except motormen on street cars, 

shall signal to those behind by raising the whip or hand vertically. 

Rule 20 . The person in charge of arw vehicl'~ , in or upon any public highway, before 
, , 

turning, stopping or changing the course of such vehicle, shall see first that there is 

sufficient space for such movement to be made in safety, and if t h e moveme nt or operation 

of other vehicles may reasonably be .effeoted by such turning, stopping or changing of 

course, shall give plainly visab1e or audible signal to the person operating, driving or 

in charge of such vehicle of his intentions so to turn, stop or change s~id course. 

RUle 21. One blast of police whistle signal indicates t r affic to change as semaphore 

signal indicates; three or more blasts of the police whistle signal indicates an emergency 

and the approruh of danger, and all vehicles and street cars shall clear the street and stop . 

DIVISION V-BIGHT -OF WAY . 

Rule 22. Polic e patrols, :police ambulances, fire patrols, fire engines and fire 

apparatus in all cases while being operated as such, shall have the right of way with due 

regard to the safety of the public: provided that this provision shall not protect the 

driver or operator of any such vehicle or his employer or principal from the consequences 

of the arbitrary e1ercises of this right to the injury of another. 

Rule 23. The driver of a vehicle, on the approach of any fire apparatus, police patrol 

or ambulance, shall immediately draw up said vehicle as near as practicable to the right 

hand curb and parallel thereto and bring it to a stop, and remain standing until the same 

has passed. 

Rule 24. It shall be the duty of the driver, rider or operator, of a vehicle about to 

be overtaken or passed, to give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on 

suitable and audible signal, given by or on behalf of the operator, driver or other person 

in charge and control of such overtaking vehicle. 

1
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other thin~s being equal, vehicles, not in the same street, approaching such intersection, 

I shall b ."", •• iinder cont rol. 80 that the vehi cle approaching such poi nt to the ri ght of such 

Rule 25. When a street intersection ~s not under the control of a pplice ' officer, all 

l other vehicle shall have the right of way, and first cross such intersecting street, or 

pass in fronTof the vehicle to the left. 

Rule 26. When two vehicles approach one another on the same street in opposite 

.directions, and t ~ e driver of one of both of the vehicles desires to turn 0 ff of said 

street s; 

(a) The vehicle which continues on the street in the original direction has the 

right of way oV Ger the vehicle turning off. 

(b) In the event both drivers desire to turn off, then the vehicle turriing to the 

right has the right of way over the vehicle turning to the left. 

(6) At street inte~sections under the control of tr~ffic policemen, all traffic 

must comply with the signals, except vehicles turning to the right, which may proce ~ i f 
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they can do so without · interfering U!JI{HK with pedestrian traffic; bu~ vehicles turn­

ing to the right must comply with emergency signals given by hand, voice, whistle or 

otherwise. At corners under t h e control of Traffic police, no vehicles except fire 
1J.Iw" I}!aJJ. 

apparatus, fire patrolsAand ambulances, will b~ pe rmitted to turn to the left. All 

vehicles must come to a stmp before crossing throughfar es, and where throughfares 

qross, the vehicle to the right has the right of wa~. 

Rule 27. street c~rs shall have the ri ght of way, between cross streets, over al l 

other vehi cles. 

DIVISION VI. RULES OF THE ROAD • 

Rule 28. At street intersections, or cross walks, vehicles and street cars must -
stop back of the crosswalks so as not to interfere with the passage of pedestrians over 

the st re-et • 

Rule 29. Upon approaching a street intersection, all vehicles · and streets shall ~ 

be under the coritrol of the operator, and shall stop at the direction of the traffic 

policeman,if one be stationed there, 

Rule 30. Vehicles prd>ceeding in oppoai te directions ,shall pass each other to the 

right, each gi ving to the oth er one-half of the road as nearly as pos sible. 

Rule 31~ The person in con'trol of any veh icle moving slowly along any public hi gh­

way shall keep su~h vehicle as closely as possible to the right hand boundary of the 

highway. allowing more swiftly moving v ehicles reasonably free passage to the left . 

Rule 32. Vehicles overtaking ot her vehicles proceeding in t h e s ame direction, shall 

pass to the left thereof and shall not again drive to the ri ght until the road is 

reasonably clear of such overtaken vehicle; but under no circumstances shall an over-

taking vehicle pass an overtaken vehicle at the intersection of any street. 

Rule ' 33. It shall be the duty of t he person operating or i n charge of an overtaking 

vehicle to sound audible and suitable signals before passing a vehicle proceeding in t h e 

same direction. 

Rule 34. A vehicle turning into an intersecting street to the ri ght shall turn 

the corner as near to the right hand curb as possi ble. 

Rule 35. Al~vehicles approaching an intersection of the public highway wi t h the 

intention of turning thereat, shall, iU turning to the ri ght, keep to the right of the 

center of such intersection and in turning to t he left, shall run beyond the center of 

such intersection, passing to the right before turning such vehicle t o the left, and 

when turning to the left to enter an intersecting street, shall first pass beyond the 

center of such intersecting street. 

Rule 36. Vehicles shall enter all alleys running i n a general direction of north 

and south, and all right angled or L-shaped alleys, from the north end and leave free 

the south end; and east and west alleys, from the east end and leave from the west end. 

Rule 37. Vehicles crossing fro m one side of the street to the other shall do so 
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by turning to the left so as to head in the same dir~ction. as the traffic on the street. 

X:Rule 38. It shall be unlawful for ~vehicle to be turned around upon any street 

unless said vehicle shqll first proceed to the next i nte~secting street, and xx •• shall 

then make a turn to the left after reaching the center of said cross street. 

Rule 39. It shall be unlawful to back any vehicle to make a turn in any street, if 

by so doing it interferes with other vehicles, but such vehicles shall go around the 

block or to a street sufficiently wide in which to turn without blocking traffic; and no 

vehicle shall back to make a turn, nor shall any vehicle make a loop turn, at a.ny inter-

section where a traffic policeman is stationed, but shall go around the block to make 

turn to prevent interfering with traffic. 
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-11 Rule 40. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to stop with its left side to th:~U~b 
~ wi thin the Ci ty of San Antonio. 

Rule 41. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle, unless in an emergency. or to al l ow 

another vehicle or pedestrian to cross its path, to stop in the street, except near the 

right hand , curb thereof and so as not to obstruct a crossing or the gang way of a street 

car receiving or discharging passengers . 

Rule 42. It shall be unlawful for any intoxicated person, or person under the influence 

of liquor, to operate or drive any vehicle upon any public street within the City. 

Rule 43. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to stop to discharge or take on passengers 

between safety zones a nd the curb or near enough to interfere with the free passage of 

vehicles between safety zones and the cJlrb. 

Rule 44. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to drive on or imto a safety zone. 

DIVISION VII, PARKING 

Rule 45. At the places hereinafter set out vehicles may stop and stand at right 

angles to the curb. unless some other angle is indicated, and as near each other as practica~ 

ble: 

(a) On the North, East and south sides of Alamo Plaxa, except where chalk lines 

or signs prohibit; 

st reet. 

(b) On the West side of Alamo Plaza at an angle of 45 degrees. 

(c) On the ~est side of Navarro street, between College Street and the river; 

(d) On the West side of Main Plaza; 

(e) On the South side of Main Plaxa in front of the Courthouse; 

(f) On the South end of the park im Main Plaza; 

(g) On the North, West and East sides of Military Plaza; 

(h) On all sides of the park on Military Plaza on which the Ci t y Hall is located; 

(i) On the West side of st. Mary's Street between the river and West Commerce 

(j) On Avenue E between East Houston and Third Strees, at an angle of 45 degrees 

in the center of said avenue as marked; 

(k) On t~~;nd side of all alleys in the direction in wh ich vehicles are per-

mitted to move, as provided in rule 36. 

(1) At such places as may hereafter be designated by the Chief of Police, who KN~ 

shall have power to control parking of entire City of San Antonio. 

Rule 46. It shall be unlawful for any ve~icle to be left standing in front of, or 

within twelve feet ' of, either side of the main entrance to any theatre, club, church" 

hotel, store, or office building where"no parking" signs are placed, except when taking on 

or discharging passengers or freight, and then only for such length of time as is neces-

sary for such purpose. 

Rule 47. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to park between Safety Zones and 

the curb, or near errough to interfere with the feee passage .of vehicles between safety 

zpnes and the curb. 

Rule 48. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to stand within the intersection 

of any street; or within twenty feet of an intersecting roa.dway, OR WITHIN TEN FEET OF 

ANY FIRE PLUG; and on Houston Street, between Alamo Plaz~ and North Flores Street, it · 

sh~ll be unlawful for any vehicle to remain standing within seventy five feet of the near 

right corner of any intersecting street. 

Rule 49. At theatres and public gatherings, or under unusual circumstances~ 

vehicles shall stR.nd or move as directed by the Police. 

... 

. 
III 

., " 

... 

, 

: 



" 

.. 

Rule 50. It shall be unlawful for a.ny velfiicle to be left standing in a street 

or alley at night without a light, or lights, so displayed as to be visable for at 

least t~o hundred feet distant from any direction. 

Rule 51. No vehicle shall remain standing on Commerce street between Alamo 

and North Flores Street., 'between the hours o f 8:0a.m. and 7:00 p.m. for a longer 

period than twenty minutes. 
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Rule 52. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle, except vehicles used by doctors 

for emergency calls, tp park for a longer period than one hour between t h e hr urs of 

8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in t hat portion of t h e business district lying between Main 

Avenue and the west side of Alamo Plaza, and between Travis and Market Streets, and in 

$-'ont of the Post Of~ic e Building on East Houston Street between Avenue E and Avenue , ,', 

( , ; provi "'ed; !'Io vehicle shall remain standing or stop longer than is necessary to 

'" receive and diS'-Gharge passengers on Houston Street, between North Flores Street and 

Alamo Plaza, between the hours of~: a. m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Rule 53. It shall be unl awful for any vehicle to stop and remain standing 

~etween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on t he following streets: 

streets. 

(a) On the east s ide of Avenue D, between Houston and Travis streets. 

(b) On t he East side of Sole dadStr~et, beWween Houston and Trayis Streets. 

(c) On the east side of Losoya St'reet, between Houston and Commerce 

(d) On the ' east side of Main Avenue, between Commerce and Travis Streets. 

(e) On the east side of North Presa, between Commerce and Market Streets. 
> 

(f) On the east side ~f yturrl, between Commerce and Market streets. 

Rule 54. It shall be unlawful ' for any vehicle to stop or remain standing on 

any street with any wheel on the right side of said vehicle at a greater distance 

than twelve inches from the c~rb; or to stop or remain on any street in such a w~y 

as to obstruct the free passage of traffic. 

DIVISION VIII H,oRSE DRAWN VE!1ICLES. 

Rule 55. It shall be unlawful for any horse to be unbitted in any street unless 

secured by a halter. 

Rule 56. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any part of a vehicle or 

any part of the harness of a. horse in any street without first unhitching the horse, 

or horses, attached to said vehicle. 

Rule 57. Any person, when driving a ,vehicle with a horse or horses attached 

thereto, shall hold th~ reins in his hands so as to guide and restrain the same; and 

when bot riding, shall walk by the head of the shaft, or wheel horse, either holding 

or keeping within reach of ' the bridl~ or halter thereof. 

Rule 58. It shall be unlawful for any person in charge of any horse to tie or 

hitch such horse to any fire plug, fire alarm post, or United States Mail box. 

Rule 59. Every horse drawn vehicle whil~ in use during the period of from thirty 

minutes after sunset to one hour before sunrise, and all other times when fog or other 

atmospheric conditions render the operation of vehicles dangerous to traffic and to 

the use of the streets, shall carry at least one lighted lamp attached to the left side 

of such vehicl~, which lamp shall show a light plainly visable for at least one 

hundred feet to the front and to the rear of such vehicle. 

Rule 60. It shall be unlawful for the owner or driver of any horse drawn yehicle 

to leave such vehicle unattached on any street in the City, unless the horse shall b 

securely tied to some sui tabl e or immovable obj ect; prov! ded, that no person under 
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the age of sixteen years shall be left in charge of such vehicle; and provided further, 

that if such vehicle be drawn by only one horse, tieing the same to a weight of not less 

than fifteen pounds by means of a strap, rope, or chain not more than six feet long, shall 

be compliance with this rule. 

Rule 61. It shall be unlawful for any person to dri~ye, lead or ride any animal 

or vehicle over any foo t bridge in the City. 

Rule 62. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a horse, or drive any horse 

drawn vehicle over any bridge across t h e San Antonio River or the San Pedro Creek, or any 

bridge of a greater length than twenty five feet, in this Ci ty, at a greater speed than 

a walk. 

DIVISION IX. LOADED VEHICLES. 

Rule 63. It shall be unlawful for any heavy laden truck or other slowly moving 

vehicle to be driven on Houston street and Commerce street between the intersection of 

said streets, respectively. and North Flores Street and Alamo Plaza between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 9 p.m. r 

Rule 64. Except that portion of the street lying between the intersecting streets 

and for the purpose then of loading and unloading, no vehicle loaded with cotton, rock, 

brick, sand, lumber, wood, hay, coal, fod.der. wool, hides, or any substance making a 

loud noise in transportation or giving off a disagreeable odor; sha.ll be driven on East 

Commerce Street between the river and S.Alamo Street; on West Commerce Street between North 

Flores Street and the River; on West Houston Street between Main Aveenue and th~ river; 

and on East Houston Street between the river and Alamo Plaza. 

Rule 65. It shallbe unlawful for any vehicle to be operayed ip the First Fir~ Limits 

of the City loaded in such manner that the load or any part thereof e~ends more than six 

feet beyond the body or the frame thereof; and it shall be unlawful for any person to 

drive or convey over any public street any vehicle, the width of which. with its load, 

exceed~ ten feet, except in accordanqe wmth permis s ion and un der dieection of Police 

Departfnent. 

Rule 66. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle loaded with iron or 

other material likely to produce a great or annoying sound, without using proper dead-

ening SUbstances. 

Rule 67. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to be backed up to the curbl\or unload 

on that part of Commerce or Houston Streets lying within the business district, between the 

hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Rule 68. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to stand backed up to the curb except 

when actually loading o·r unloading, except as hereinbefore provided under DIVISION VI! 

Parking; ancl] if such vehicle is horse drawn and has four wheels, the horse or horses 

shall stand paralleled to the curb and faced with the traffic. 

DIVISION X-PARADES JLWD PROCESSIONS. 

Rule ~ 69. It sh~ll be unlawful for any vehicle to remain upon any street in the 

City in such a manner as to interfere with any procession using the streets with the 

permission of the City Council. 

Rule 70. It shall be unlawful for any funer]{al cortege to pass over any portion 

of Commerce Street between North Flores Street and South Alamo Street, or Houston Street 

between Main Av pnue and Alamo Plaza, or Alamo Street between Blum Street and East 

I Commerce street, unless said funeral procession shall origina e within this restricted 

di strict. 

DIVISION XI. MISCELLANEOUS. 

RulE' 71. It shall be unle,wful for any vehicle other than fire apparatus, police 

. 



patrol, traffic emergency wagons, and ambulances to be equipped with a siren or a 

rotary gong. 

Rule 72. Every registered physician or doctor of medicine, practicing his pro-

feasion in the City, shall exhibit on the front and on the rear of any vehicle used by 

him in his business, the emb1e~designRted as the green cross, a Green Greek cross 

on a fi~ld of white, which said device shall not be larger than four inches, greatest 

outside measurement. 

Rule 73. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or propel any vehicle upon 

any sidewalk, or to allow any vehicle driven or propelled by him to stand upon any 

sidew9.lk. 

Rule 74. It shal l be uDlawful for any person to ride or jump upon any vehicle 

without the consent of the driver; and no pers~n when riding shall a 1llow an~ part 

of his body to protTtlde beyond the limits of the vehicle; nor shall any person hang 

on any vehicle whatsoever. 

Rule 75. Manholes shall not be opened in the business section lying between Alamo 

Plaza and Flores Street, and between Market and Travis Streets, between the hours of 

8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. except "for emergency. 

Y Section 2. DEFINITIONS. In construing this ordinance, tbe following terms shall 

be used in the sense indicated, unless inconsistent with the text; 

(a) The word"tehicle· fI inc l udes equestrians, led horses, bicycles, tricycles and 

everything on wheels or runners, except street cars, baby carriages, and toy 'Flagons. 

(b) Theword"driver n includ.es the ~ rider or the person in charge of a horse, 

the rider of bicycles or trycycles and the operator of any vehicle or street car. 

(c) The words "motor vehicle" includes vehicles propelled otherwise than by 

muscular power, except such vehicles as run upon r8.ils or tracks. 

(d) The word "automob"ile" shall include all motor vehi cles except motorcycles. 

(e) The word "motorcycle" shall include all motor vehicles driven orY riot more 

than three wheels in contact with the ground, and upom which the driver sits astride. 

(f) The word tt~ublic street" shall include any public highway, plaza, place, 

street, avenue, alley, park. parkway, driveway, road or other place used by the public 

generally in the City limits of the City of San Antonio. 

;c (g) "Business District" shall mean the territory' which is m~Jinly built up with 

structures devoted principally t .o the transaction of commercial: enterprises, ar:ld not 
\ 

used as residences. 

(h) t·Closely built up" shall mean the territory not "~n the business di.strict, 
\ 

where the houses for one hundred yards from any given point, in either directiou on 

the street, shall average less tban one hundred feet apart. 

(i) The word"horse" includes all c.omestic animals. 
,/' 

(j) "Public [l'arage" shall mean any place where motor vehicles are received, sold 

or repaired for compensation, excepting only such places in which motor vehicles are 

kept by the owner thereof, without payment for storage. 

( k) "Safety zone" shall mean that part of the street included or embraced wi thin • , 

the area between the rails of the street car track and a straight line drawn between 

the filags or markers beari ng the words If Safety ' Zone" ther~on and pIa.ced between the 

outer rail of the street car track and the curb line. 

1. ffInterseC~1ng Street" shall mean any public street which joims another public 

street at an angle, whether or not it crosses the other street. 
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(fi) The following streets are"thoroughfares"; 

South Alamo Street, 

Aust inSt reet 
Avenue "C", 
Avenu·e !'D'" 
Carson' st reet J 

East Commerce Street, 
West Commerce street, 
Frederticka.burg Road, 
Garden·Street, 
Goli ad st re et , 
Ri ver Avenue, 
Roosevelt .A.venue 

Van Ness street, 

Grayson street 
North Hackberry street. 
South Hackberry street, 
East Houston street, 
West Houston Street, 
'Main Avenue, 

.' Nolan Street; 
Poretr Street 1 

Sout h Presa street, 
San Pedro Avenue, 
T·ravis street., 

Section 3. IMPOUNDING ' VEHICLES. In the event any ca r shall be found standing or pRrked 

in any part of a street,. avenue, thoroughfare, alley or public place where parking is 

prohibited, as provided ': in the rules included under Division VII of Section I, hereof, 
and 

such vehicle, or such vehicle lU! horse or hors~ hitc.L.ed tp-ereto, if the same be horse 

dr~rn, may be taken by any officer to police headquarters, or som~ other place within the 

city limits set aside for such purpose, and there kept by some officer of the pol i ce 

department until application shall be made t herefor by tbe owner thereof, or his duly . , 
~~~t:~r1~ed a~~nt, .~;ho shall .? e entitled ~c5 recover. poss'essi.on thereof on the payment of a 

penalty of Two ( ~· 2.00) Dollars; pro~ided, however, this r~medy shall be cumulative of any 

other penalty herein provided. 

Section 4. PENALTIES. Any person violating any of the provisions of. KXX1[ Section 1 of 

this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,· a.fld upon conviction thereof shall 

be punished by a fine in any sum not to exceed One Hundred ($100.00) . Dollars, and for the 

second or any subsequen~ offense by a fine of not less than Ten ($10.00) Dollars nor more · 

than TW9 Hundred ($200.00) Dollars. 

Section 5. REPEALING CLAUSE. All ordinances a,nd parts -,of ordinances in conflict herewith 

are hereby repealed. 

PASSED AND APPROVED, this 28th day January, A.D.1918. 

ATTEST: 

Fred Fries, 
City Clerk. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 

.. CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

Sam C. Bell, 
Mayor of the City of San Antonio. 

{. . d . ' Bef,ore me the undersi gned authority on thi s day personally appeared 

~/(~~7':(......< , who l?eing by me duly sworn, say on oath that he i8 

one of the publishers of the Cornmercfal Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation in 
... 

the City of San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, and tbat the ordinance hereto 

attached has been published in every issue of said newspaper on the following days, to-wit: 

cJl~-vzy ~4' ~7 /.~£..!j1.7£.r-/<·2 1918. 

. g~ ~4:~ 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this I;;? ~4 17~"J;f 1918 

. ~~~ 
Ci ty Clerk. 


