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MEETING OF THE COHKISSIONERS OF THE CITY OJ SAN ANTONIO: 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH. A. D. l~l? 4:00 P.K. 

Honorable Sam C. -Bell, ~ Presiding. and Commissioners Lambert. Heuermam 

'and Lowther., Abesnt, Garland. 

Kinutes of previous meeting were ordered approved • 

•• • ••• KBYORIALS AND PETITIONS.---··_· 

The following petitions were read and referred to the Commissioner or Fire and 

POlioe: S. Rabe. at 215 Alamo Plaza.S. F. Peyton at 217. Alamo Plaza and Frenohy'. 

Restaurant at 3l? B. Commerce street to erect electric eigna. Petrich-Sauer Lumber C~ 

to install a gasoline storage tank and pumP. and Shelley Loring Co. for permit to 

erect a hitching post on Main Avenue near Travis street. 

HWtition ot We8t End Lumber Co. for permit to l~ water main in Bushnell street 

and connect with water main in MoCullough Acenue, and petition ot Citizens requesting 

that Drexel A~enue be placed in good oondition were read and referred to Commissioner 

of Streets and Psblic Improvements. 

Petitiob of W. W. Thompson for cODreotion of assessment was read and referred to 

Comadssioner of Taxat1 cn. 

On Kot1on of Commissioner Heuermann the Public Service Company was granted per.mit 

to lay additional tracks in Maveriok street in accordanoe with the following letter: 

San AntoniO, Texas, September 20, 1917. 

Mr. Louis Heuermann, Commissioner ot streets, ete., San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Sir: 

rhe San Antonio Public Service Company hereb,y requests permission to put in 

& 8Witch and curv at the baok ot the car barns on Kaveriok street at abou the middle 

of the block. from A. to B. as per attached sketch. 

This switoh and ourve are necessary in order to provide an additional exit for 

the purpose of getting care out ot the barns. Respectfully submitted, 

\v. B. TUTTLE, 

Vice President. 

The .following communication was introduced b.Y Commissioner Lambert and aocepted 
/ 

b,y the Commissioners: 

To The K~or and City Commissioners of the City of San Anton~~ 

Gentlemen: 

Your petitioners, oitizens of San Antonio and the owners of 8itr Block No. 

3053 looated in the Northern part of the city, which 8a1d oity Block extends trom Jon. 

Avenue to the RiTer, hereby agree to donate to the City for street purposes and gen-

e~a1 public uses a strip of land thirty-two (32) feet wide near the south line of said 
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City Blook No. 3053 to extend from or near the East end of Ashby Place to the R1v.r, 

provided City will accept same as a publ1~ street and within a reasonable time, say 

twelve months. grade and tarviate or gravel said street. 

The said strip of thirty-two (32) feet proposed too be donated is to be located 

just North of line to run one (1) foot North of and paralell with our South line of 

said City Block No. 3053. 

We furthar agree to p~ for and donate to the City a strip teo hundred (200) 

teet on River front otf the East end ot said City Block No. 3053 for a public highway 

or Boulevard and park full width of property trom North to South 11,e. 
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~ It 1s further agreed to use said street to drain part of the storm watsr that aceUa 

'~ ~·II mu1a.tel betwe~n Tobin Hill and Laurel Heights during heavy rains and whioh now flows down 
.. ,,"'ill I 
.. ' I ~ Josephine street and adjoi~ing proPerty at a dspth of from two (2) to three (3) feet and 

, ~I whl,ch must be taken care of pz:operly sooner or later. _ i 

l 1 It 1s further understood that if our South.Neighbor ~grees t~ give a certain number d 

~\j!1 feet of his.property from Jonee Avenue to the River for part of said street before any 
,) 
~~ improvements are made, said number of feet that he donates to be taken off the North side 

'''~I!! ~II of said street 80 as to 1eave~8aid street not les8 than thirty-two (32) feet in width and 

~it;il 
-,i! as much more as all parties concerned may agree upon. ~~~ ~ 

,.§ii Dated this day of i9l? Respectfully submitted, 
'III 

i! On motion ot Commissioner Lambert the Camp Travis Land Company were granted parmis,!! ,i 

& 

sion to run an amU8ement park on land owned b.y them and bounded b,y the Austin road an the 
.-

East, New Braunfels Ave. en the West, the Country Club Grounds on the North and Mahncke 

Park. 

On motion of Commissioner Lawther the following petitions for changes in Jitney rout~ 

were gra.nted. 

V. S. Cardwell. 

M. Elizondo. 

w. F. Iwan 

T. J. Harwell. 

-------_ .... 
Commissioner Heuermann inrtoduced the following ordinanoes which were read and 

adopted on toll oa11 as follows: Ayes. Bell, Lambert, Heuermann and Low'b.~~ 

Me.,lt~f.1 An Ordinance Granting permit to C. W. Jackson to operate oar No. '91531 in Looal 

street transpmrtation. 

Gf.~An ordinanoe granting permit to John J. Crow t~ operate Car No. 10179 in Local 
_41 " 

street transportation. -----------

Commissioner Heuermann introduced the following ordinanoe which was read and adopted 
, 
on the followin rtll call: ~es; Bell. Lambert, Heuermann and Lowther. 

rb-~ AN ORDINANCE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COHUISSIOERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: that, a certain 

ordinance p~8sed and approved on the 28th day ot Kay 19l? in which the Kayor was author

ized to enter into a contract with Wooley Construction Company for the construotion ot 

aetrain sidewalks in tron ot the propertiel ot various owner8 in different parts of the 

City, be and the same is hereb,y oancelled and resoinded and declared Sa .. ot no effect, 

owing to the faot that the Wooley Construction Company has been diss~lv8d. 

-_ ...... _--
Commissio •• r Heuermann introduced the following ord1nartoe whioh was read and a~op~.d 

on the following roll oall: ~e.t Bell. Lambert, Heuermann and Lowther. 

- ~ ~ v AN ORDINANCE. 

Appropriating money for pay rolla week ending September 22nd, 1917. 

BE IT ORDlINED BY THE CITY COWISSIOERS OF THE CITY OF SAM ANTONIO. that the lUpor 

be and is hereb,y authorized too issue warrants for the payment of wages to City Day Labor-
-
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ere for the week ending September 22nd. 1917, and that the following sums be and are here~( 

b,y appropriated out of the se~eral General and Special funds~for that purpose to-w1t: ' 

191? General Fund - - - -11,495.55. 
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II 
I The following ordinance was introduoed by Commissioner Heuermann, read and 

adopted on the following rolloall: Ayes, Bell, Lambert, Heuermann and Lowther. 

AN ORDINANCE. 

Appropriating $534.00 out of 1917 General Fund to p~ S.A.Portland Cement Co •. 

I for one car portland cement for general use of street maintainance Dept. 

: BE I T ORDAINED BY THE 01 TY OOhnlI SSlONRRS OF THE OI TY OF SAN ANTONIO J that the ,, __ 

:1 SWI of Five Hundred, thirty.-four Dollars (.534.00) be and the lame is hereby appro-
I' 
Ii 
Ii priated out of the 191" General Fund to pay S. A. Portland Cement Co. for one car 
II 

Ii oe •• nt (Containing 200 bbls) tor use ot Street Jiaintainance Dept. account general 
'I 
:i 

repairs. -.... -----~ .... 
The following recommendation from the City Purchasing Agent was read and adopte~ 

:1 
i, 

:1 
Sept. 24-1917 

II • It 
II Honorable Mayor and Board ot Ci ty Commissioners, City. 
~ 
II 
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Gentlemen: 

In regard to the bids for 32 trailers, opened August 2nd, I respectfully 

recommend that the bid of the Miami Trailer Co. of .150 per trailer, be acoepted. 

This appears to be the strongest and best built trailer, whioh has been submitted to 

us tor inspection, and the price seems reasonable for the style of trailer, which 

this concern otfers. This price inoludes bodies built to our specificati~n8, and the 

pri~8 i8 F.O.B. San Antonio, however they make an additional charge of $1.50 per 

trailer for a oonneotion on the rear of the chasia to which another trailer may be 

atisohed, and also charge .6.00 additional for eaoh trailer that we fail to take 

under the speoified number ot 32. 

~. Lambert suggests that we order about twenty-four (24) of these trailers, 

and the writer joins him in recommending that we orddr thiis number. The Kiami 

people promise to ship the trailers in twenty days after they receive the o_dar. 

Yours very truly, 

R. L. DALTON, 

City Purchasing Agent. 

---------... 
< 

On motion of Commissioner Lowtherthe following petitions were granted: M. Lee, 

at 1221 W. Houston street, Spurlong and Kirk at201 W. Houston street and Liberty 

Cafe at 216 E. Houston street, tor permits to erect electric signs. Also Sunset 

System to replaoe billboard at 228 South Flores street. • 

Commissioner Lowther introduced the following ordinanoe whioh was read and 

adopted on the following roll call: Ayes. Bell, Lambert, Heuermann and Lowther. 

- ~ :4 t. AN ORDINANCE. 

WHEREAS, it has ~een called to the attention of the Commissioners ot the City 

at San Antonio that chauffers and other oivilians within the limite ot the City ot 

San Antonio are oonstantly buying beer and other intoxicating beverage8~ or drinks 

for Soldiers of the United States Government, located at, within, or near the City 

ot San AntoniO, in violation of the laws and of the rules, regulations and proolama-
t 

tiona heretofore promulgated, and whioh are in foroe, b,y the War Department; and 

WHEREAS, it said nractioe is not epeed11y stopped and the offenders arrested and 
( , 

oonvioted of such offenses, the same w~ll greatly hamper the 'ff~. ot the Govermneit 

in the,proseoution of.the war in whioh it 1s now engaged: THEREFORE, 

. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COlILlISSIOmmS OF THE CIU OJ SAN QTONIO: 

Section 1. That a reward of Twenr,y-five ('25.00) Dollars shall be and is 
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I hereb,y authorized for the arrest and conviction of any man buying beer. whiskey or other 
I 

i'l intoxicating beverages for United Sta.tes Soldif:rs. 
I ' 
II ..... , ..•. 
II Section 2. That the sum ot Twenty-f'! ve (825.00) DolIat' 8 be paid to the person or 

1,:1
1 persons causing the arrest or giving information leading.to the arrest and oonviction of 

ii any person guilty of the offense hereinbefore mentioned, whioh said amount shall be due 
'I 

:1 
Ii and payable upon oonviotion in each case. 

il 
I, 
il 

Section 3. That the sum of .One Thousand tt1,OOO.OO) Dollars or eo muoh thereof aa 

i: may be neoessar.y shall be and i8 hereby appropriated out of the General Fund for the 
Ii 
Ii 
!i fiscal year 1917 to p~ rewards for the arrest and oonviotion of persons committing the 
,i 
i: offense as herein provided. 
II 
,I 
II 
:1 
I 
ii 

PASSED AND APPROVED, thia 24th d~ of September, A. Dr. 1917. 

SAll C. BELL. 
!I ATTEST: . Kayar of the City of San Antonio. 

11 FRED FRIES. 
:1 Ci ty Clerk. 
:1 
ii 

'I 
II 

---_ ... ------.. 
Commdssioner Lowther introduced the following ordinance which was adopted after being 

!! read b.Y the following roll call: Ayes, Bell, Lambert, Heuermann and Lowther. 
'I 

AN ORDINANCE. 

An Ordinanoe making it unlawful for any person to transport or offer to transport,' 

or in any manner to aid or assist any person or persona to be transported in,on, over or 

!I through the streets, alleys or publio .highw~a of the City of San Antonio, b,y meane of an 
II 

II automobile or other vehiole or in any manner, for purposes or lewdness, asignation or pro~ 
!i 
:! ti tution, or for any other unlawful or immoral purposes, and providing a :Bsnal ty thereto •• 
I: 
" 

: SEE ORDINANCE BOOK "F· PAGE 280 • 

........ -----... -- .. 

Commissioner Lowther introduoed the following ordinance which was read and adopted 

b.1 the following vote on roll call: Ayes, Bell, Lambert, Heuermann and Lowther. 

M 8- <t'Jf AN ORDINANCE. 

Appropriating $252.00 out of 1917 General Fund to pay T.O.Killer for twelve traffic 

, signal •• 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMUISSIOmmS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, that, the sum ot 

,! Two Hundred, Fifty-two and no/lOO Dolars, ('252.00) or eo muoh thereot as may be neces
,I 

" sar.y, be and is hereb.y appropriated out of the 1917 General Fund to pay T. O. Killer for 

twelve speoial made traffio signals. 

-~-.---------... 
The following repprt was submitted b.y Commissioner Lambert: 

REPORT OF INSPECTION TRIP. 

" ~ I GARBAGE INCINERATOR PLANTS. 
'I Ii 

~ San Antonio, 'ex. spet. 20th, 1917. 
il Honorable Kayor and Board of COmmissioners, 
:1 C1 ty of San Antonio, Texas. 
i, Gentlemen,: 
i! I beg to submit the following report ot. investigation of different types of 
:1 inoinerator plants, inspected during. the reoent visit to the north and east. Eight points 
il were visited. 
II. . 

II AT KANSAS CITY the City Officials informed us that the City garbage was hauled b.Y 
'I contractors but givIng unsatJ.afactory results the C1.ty Engineer was making an inspecti on 
I trip investigating incinerators. 
I 

I 

MINNEAPOLIS. WlNN •• the garbage is oollected in steel wagon tanks of three and one
halt oibic yards or about one ton capaoity. The tanks are hauled b.Y horses to a oentral 
transfer railroad point where they, by meohanical appliances, are loaded on railroad e,ars, 
about fifteen tanks to the oar, and then hauled durin·g the night to the incinerator plant, 
about five miles distant from the oent.al station, where the tanks again are lifted b.Y 
meohanioal a~pliancee, trom the railroad cars and dumped directly into the furnace. The 
ears are returned empty during the night to the oentral collecting point. About one hun
dred and twenty tons per twenty-four hopra were hau].ad at the pres.ent time. The plant is 
& DeCarie Inoinerator, a medium temperature plant, censist1ng of tWG unite of sixty tons 

I 

I 

I 

I 



each and one unit of fifty ton capacity. !he two, sixty ton un~t' have been in con
tinuous use seventeen years; tIle fifty ton unit_about one year. The twomold units 
have passed through two fires when the b~ilding was a wooden one and still give good 

"servioe. 
:1 

II 
II' The fur~ace contains two grates, and upper and lower. The first one consists of a 
I two inch water tube; the lower is a heavy cast iron shaking grate. The furnace chamber 
!Iis all steel water jacketed and built th~~hout of plates and tubes. The combustion 

I
II chamber is ot steel casing lined wi th five bricks, The garbage is dumped through a 
itrap door into the furnace and directly into the water tub basket suspended above the 
I!fire grate. It is th, stoked and falls as it dries out down onto the lower grate on 
II which the fire is maintained and where the cremation is completed. The gasses pass 
I into the oo~ustion chamber and thence through the pro-heater and the~ to the b.ilera 
I and the flues. . 
I • 
I The total cost of repairs spent upon the entire plant for the seventeen years was 
I about Two Thousand five hundred dollars. 

II A large building encloses the plant whwrein there is installed light_heating and 
'I hot water sterilizers, utilizing the steam and hot water from the incinerator. Three 
!!~.n are working at the furnaces which were burning at the rate of about. one ton per 
!I uni t in tWBnty minutes. 
Ii 0 

!! For a more detailed description of the DeCarie Inoinerator, see booklet issued by 
I the Company attached herewith. In starting the fire, a little coal is required, after 
which it burns for hours without additional fuel than the garbage. itself. No odors 
were noticable around the incinerator, nor outsidethe building. The smoke issuing from 

I the chimney was of a light steam color. indicating good combustion. The product from 
I the as& pits was ash with some clinkers and partially fused glassware. The tin oans 
I were burned to such an extent that they could be flattened b.Y the hand. During 1916 

I 
twenty-four thousand, four hundred and sixty tons (24, 460) were burned at a cost of 

I forty-six and eight-tenth cents (46.8) per ton. -
I' -
:1 ROCHESTER. NY. _In this City the DeCarie Incinerator consisting of two fifty t.n 

capacity units, is run in oonjunction with a reduction plant, thus only rubbish is 
handled in the incinerator. The principle of this plant is the same &s the one examined 
at Minneapolis, with the one exception that the rubbish is handles by horse-drawn 
wagons to the incinerator, which is located in the. central portion of the City. 

i

l 
NEW YORK. N. y~ Ridgewood, Borough of ~ueens. This City has two fifty ton anita 

I 
D.Carle.Incinerator8~ erected two years ago. We found these in splendid condition. 

~ No ador could be detected inside nor outside the building; the smoke trom the chimney 
I showed good combustion. A rather 8.IlUsing incident was told us at this point. Citizens 
I objected to c~struct1on of this plant. One of these happened to aw~ from the City 
i'l during_ the erection of the plant. Afterwards he returned home and atter remaining then9 
II for two months happened_to think about the incinerator plant and inqu~red when it should 
il be built. He was told-it had been in operation for two months and then remarked,--B,y j 
!I jingo. I have not smelt anythinw. This proves that combustion of the incinerator must 
ii be ag.ed one. The cost of running the plant amounted to fitty-nine (59). cents per ton. 

i! WHITING~' INDIANA. This town has a B.E.E. High temterature or blast furnace of 
II twenty tqns capaci ty. The plant has been in operation about one month and i~ the only 
II one comp~eted in this countr,y. It is a German plant. used acoording to the builder, 
Ii extensively in Germany. The builder could not give the cost ot the plant. in fact, 
ill I think there was special prOVision made to build this plant and make a sample of At • 
i, The construction is fire briok lining in briok walls, back-stayed with steel beams. Tm 
il tire box is steel plates and grates. The fire is driven b.y means_of blowers direotly 
'I' over and through the charge burning it into a clinker in about fifteen minutes. It is 
I provided with pro-heaters, dust arretters and combustion chamber. In operation the 
II refuse is dumped from the wagons into a storage bin. It i8 reDtved from this bin in 
II measured charge. and fed into the charging hopper. This feeding devioe is mechanica.l 
II and measures the cha+ge. The oharge can pass through the hopper into the furnace or be 
,I retained in the hopper by mechanical device at the option of the operater. The oharge 
Ii when dropped, goes into the furnaoe and upon the fire in the burning grates, where 
II it i8 distilled and ~eated. It is gradually raked forward onto a olinker plate and 
!I finally removed in the form of clinkers. The gasses pass into the combustion chamber 
II for :f'urther destruction. 
I ' 

II 
IJ 

II 

II 

A feature at the plant was the ventillation, combined with the artificial draft, 
so that the orad from the garbage dumped into the bin couldnot be detected on account 
of the traft carr,ying the oro~ to the furnaoe. No odor could be detected in or at the 
plant and the smoke from the ohimney showed good combustion. 

:: This is a good incinerator and it worked well, but new in this co\tntry and under 
II our oondition. la4y impression is that it 1s expensive to erect and according to the 
I builder'. statement. that the sheets and brick would have_to be renewed every two 
I: 7~.r., would indioate that its maintainance is expensive. 
II 
I, 
I! 

II 
d 
II 
II 
,I 

II 
Ii 

II 

OAK PARK. ILLINOIS. It is an old style forty ton plant in four units, thre, 
fire grates to the unit, built b,y Lewis-Ketchum, a modification of the English system, 
low temperat ure. 

!he Charge is suspended above the fire grates on a fire brick hearth. The fire 
passes up through openings in t't~hearth, paSSing over and 8Dound the garbage until 
consumed. The arch and sides are fire brick, supported by briok walla and back-st~ed 
of steel beams. It has neither combustion ehamb~ nor force draft but was destroying 
the garbage, although requiring considerable stoking and some coal. The smoke from the 
chimney was rather yellow and did not incinerate well. The eost of burning wae sixty
one and four tenth (61.4) cents per ton. 

OAK FOREST. COKE CO. POOR FARK. Is also a modification of the English System. 
Did not appeal as a sanitar.y inoinerator. It is operated b.y 'inmates of the poor 
farm. 

595 



596 

II 

II m!l!'FA:to. N • Y • A Rea ton Di at ruet 0 r • buil 11 aft er the Engli sh By B t em i B opera ted in. 
III connectIon with a reduotion plant. It empoys twelve men per d~ and burns forty tons ot 
II rubbish, after separating paper, bottles, etc. It is a briok arch oonstruction and accord
ii ing to the Superintendent, needs frequent repairs. 
II ' , 
I: PITTSBURG. PAt This is a Sterling Incinerator, low tem.erature, Duilt after the En-
t! glish system and operated in connection with a separation plant. The Superintendent of the 
I plant informed us that it was an expensive plant requiring frequent repairs. 

I The average material to be turned into incinerator furnaces requires about 1000 degae. 

1

'1 of heat and about 1200 degrees for the combustion of'~-gasse8. It stands to reason that the 
Ii high temperature furnece will more quickly destroy the refuse than will a furnace of lower 
II temperature, but except for quiok destruction any temperature above that needed for good 
II: combustion is unnecessary. It follows also that the low temperature furnaces cannot thortl! 

I
IOUghl, burn the garbage and it is therefore neither odorless nor saaitary. These furnaces 
l,wil1 require frequeht stoking and an oocasiona1 addition of coal and are therefore not 
:! economical. A certain amount of air is also necessary for combustion, -which is especially 
i!true regarding the combustion of gasses. This proper peroentage of air, like the amount 
ii' of heat, var'.8 wi th the material to be burned and is determined by trial and in the .: 
I! operation of the plant, but under average conditions, is about ninety cubic feet per pound 
,Iof refuse. Any incinerator which does not provide a chamber ~or the more complete combus-
1i tion of gasses given eff from the bRrning charge, called a combustion chamber, is lacking 
Ii in an essential and will not be odorless. 
II 
il The fire brick linings are bound to burn out under the trying conditions of the incin-
I! eration process. Fire brick will stand a stea~ uniform heat of three thousand degrees 
II for a considerable time. They would stand the temperature of an incinetator furnace of one 
!I thousand to twelve hundred degrees for a mush longer time if the heat was evenly applied, 
I,but when the raw charge comes direotly into the furnace the tendency is a sudden reduction 
I of heat subjeoting the brick to more or less changes of temperature, as the fire gets under 

I 
w~bagain there i8 a vise of temperature. These changes of tem,erature must necessarily 

I cause a destruction of the brick. . While this effect is greatly reduced in plants as at 
~IOak Park and Whiting, the medium temperature, drying hearth type, the DeCarie is one on 
ii entirely different prinoiple, there being no fire brick used •. !he heat exposed parts are 
il cast iron. It has less arch effect for heat reflections within the turn ... and has a large 
'I water tubular basket in which to suspend and try out the material. All parts of the DeCar~ 

I 
exposed to intense heat and coal or wet material and thus to the temperature stre*ses are 

, protected b,y water circulation. 
'I 
II 
,i 
!I 

-!j and 
ii the 
1I 

From the above and from actual inspeotion of the var.ous-inconeratore under operation 
from informat'ion of parties familiar with the respective·inconerators, I conclude that 
drying hearth or DeCarie plant is most advantageous to the City ot San Antonia. 

,i 
" At the present time of high cost of material, it should be further advantageous to ful
fil the eXisting eont~act between the San Antonio Maohine anSupply Company. and the City of 
San AntoniO, covering the construction of a DeCarie plant. 

I. This contract provi4es for one uni t of twelve ton capaci ty fo·r eight hours and further 
provided, if the San Antonio Machine and Supply Company's bid is aooepted. they also be 
given oontraot for erection of any other inconerator to be erected by the City of San ~ 
AntoniO. 

I: It is, therefore recpmmended that the contraot be extended to empraoe the ereotion of 
'I two additional units of capacity twelve tons for eight hours. 

And it is further reoommended that the location for the plant be at Salado Creek, in 
the old M.K.& T.Ry. Compapy'. gravel Pit and that twomor three loading stations· located at 
railways in the center part of the City be selected and ereoted. 

On motion duly seconded and carried 

II ~ City ~rk. ~ 

Respectft11y submitted, 

RAY L.AJl13ER T • 
Commdssioner of Sanitation, etc. 

HANS HELLAND. 
Oi ty Engineer. 

the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: ~ .~ 
U A Y 0 R • 
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