MINUTES COF THE PROCEEDINGS CF THE MAYOR AND CUMMISSICNERS
CF THE CITY (F SAN ANTONIC, MEETING AS A CANVASSING BCARD,
CN WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1945, and SUBSEQUENT DAYS.

The Mayor and Commissioners were called together in a Recessed Council Meeting at 2:00
o'clock, P. M., Wednesday, September 26, 1945. Present were: Mauermann, Callaghan and
Anderson; abéent: Hein and Steffler, Mayor Mauermann presiding.

At this time, the Mayor and Commissioners went into session and convened as a Canvassing
Board, as provided by the City Charter, in the Council Chamber of the City Hall, to canvass
the returns qf the City Special Bond Election held on Tuesday, September 25, 1945,

Before the canvass was begun, a Petition was presented, signed by Elmer Ware Stahl and
more than twenty-five resident citizens and qualified voters in the BondElection 6;rthe City
of San Antonio, which petition read as follows: |

"TO:

"THE CANVASSING BOARD CHARGED WITH THE DUTY OF CANVASSING
THE ELLCTION RETURNS COF THE ELECTICN HELD BY THE CITY CF
SAN ANTCNIO, IN BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS, ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1945,
IN REGARD TC THE VCTE ON THE BCNDS.
"WE, the uhdersigned, constituting not less than'tﬁenty-fi§e

resident citizens of the City of San Antonio, in Bexar County, Texas,

and qualified voters in the bond election held by the Ciﬁy of San An-

tonio on Tuesday, September 25, 1945, do hereby petition you to make,'

in the presence of a Distriet Judge and County Judge of the county in

which said bond election was held by the City of San Antonio, a re-check

and comparison of the results shown on the officiai returns with the

results appearing and registered on the counter-dials of each votiné

machine, or voting machines, used in said election, and the results of

said election be declared as shown by said re-check and comparison of

the returns of said election, with counter-diéls of the vofing,mach;nEs,

as provi@ed by law,.

"DATED this the 26th day of September, 4. D,, 1945."
(signatures followed)

Commissioner Anderson moved that the petition be received and the request g?%%ied;: After
a secand by Commissioner Callaghan, the motion was carried by roll call vote, to;witi Ayes,
Mauermann, €Callaghan and Anderson; Nays, Hein (absent) and Steffler (absent).

County Judge Charles W. Anderson and District Judge C. K. Quin vere present in the Coun-
cil Chamber and agreed to act officially in the recheck and coﬁpérison of the voting machine
counter dials. |

Mayor Mauermann announced that the Canvassing Board was ready to begin the recheck of
the voting machine counter dials immediately. .

The Board of Commissioners, acting as the canvassing authority, sﬁb@ended the canvass in
order to comply fully with the petition filed by the contestants, all as‘proVided by Section
19 of Article 29%97a, Vernon's Texas Statutes, as amended by Chapter 280 of the 49th Regular
Session of the Texas Legislature, effective 3lst of May, 1945.

After a discussion, however, the Canvassing Board proceeded to compare and verify the
City Clerk's Tabulation Sheet with the Official Returns of the election deposited with the

‘I City Clerk by the Presiding Judges of the various election precincts, prelimimry to the

recheck ‘and comparison of the counter dials of the voting machines.
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Upon the completion of this comparison and verification, the Canvassing Board recessed
and stood at ease, and did not enter an order declaring the result of the election, in order
to enable the Canvassing Board to make a rechedk and comparison of the counter dials of each
voting machine used in the September 25th Election with the Official Returns in the presence
of Distriet Judge Quin and County Judge Anderson,

* * *

PURSUANT TCO THE RECESS of their meeting of September 26, the Canvassing Board re-convened
at 2:00 o%clock, P. M,, on Thursday, September 27, 1945, in the first floor lobby of the City
Hall, - there to begin fhe recheek and comparison of the counter dials of each voting machine
used in the September 25th Election with the Official Returns of said Election. Present also
were District Judge Quin and County Judge Anderson, acting offiéially in the recheck and
comparison. The recheck and comparison was btegun with the examination of the voting machine
used in Precinct No. 1, that machine teing checked in the City Hall lobby, which was the
polling place for Precinet No. 1 in the September 25th Election, and from which the voting
machine had not been removed.

Continuing through the afternoon of Thursday, September 27, all of Friday, September 28,
and the forenoon of Saturday, September 29, the Canvassing Board, in the presence of County
Judge Anderson and District Judge Quin, proceeded to make a recheck and comparison of the
counter dials on each voting machine used in the September 25th Election with the Officiai
Returns. Every voting machine was examined. In the case of those machines which had not been
returned to the Court House basement, there being a few, the Canvassing Board and the County
Judge and Digtriet Judge went to the polling places and there examined the counter dials of
the machines. All voting machines were found duly sealed and in order, and there was no
evidence of tampering. N

After the recheck of each machine, and %efore moving on to the next machine, the County
Judge and Distriét Judge signed a certificate written on the back of the Official Return for
the precinct in which the machine in question was used. In the certificate, the Judges
certified as to the correctness or incorrectness of the Returns as compared with the voting
machine counter dials. In making the recheck and comparison, it was discovered by the Can=-
vassing Board that certain precinet election officers had failed to enter the result of the
absentee votes on the Official Returns. Where it appeared that the absentee votes had not been
included in the totals shown on the (Cfficial Returns, the certificate signed by the Distriqt
Judge and County Judge stated that fact.

The recheck and comparison of all voting machines used in the September £5th Election
was completed at ;2:00 o'clock, Noon, Saturday, September 29, 1945.

* * #*

0N Monday, Cctober 1, 1925, the Canvassing Board' summoned the Presiding Judges of those
precinets in which it appeared to the Cenvassing Board, from the recheck of the voting
machine counter diels, that the absentee votes had not been included in the totals shown on
the Official Returns.  The Canvassing Board then andﬂthere directed such eléctidhiofficials
who had failed to enter the absentee votes updn the Official Returns 0 amend the Returns

and enter correctly the result of the tally of the absentee yotes upon the Official Returns,

~and to endorse on the (fficial Returns a notation of such action. This procedure was con-

finued through Monday and part of the morning of Tuésday, October2, 1945; ali'éf ﬁhieh

occurred before thé final canvass was made by the Canvassing Board. ', }

: * * * : "’
AFTER the recheck and comparison of the counter dials of the voting machines had been

completed, and after the entry of the necessary corrections by the election officers, the




Canvassing Board met in the Council Chamber of the City Hall at 10:00 o'clock, A.M., on
Tuesday, COctober 2, 1945, to make the of ficial canvass of the Returns of the City Special
Bond Election held on Tuesday, September 25, 1945, and to declare the result thereof.

Present and sitting as the €anvassing Board were: Mayor Mauermann, Chairman, and
Commissioners Callaghan, Hein, Steffler and Anderson.

Present also were Distriet Judge Quin and County Judge Anderson, who reported that the
recheck and comparison of the voting machine counter dials with the Cfficial Returns had been
completed and certified to e carrect.

Elmer Ware Stahl and A. R. Sohn, attorneys representing the petitioners who had requested
the recheck and comparison of the voting machine counter dials, appeared and challenged the
certificate which had been written on the backbof each Official Return and signed by the
County Judge and District Judge during the recheck, objecting to the inelusion in the
certificate of the phrase: "Absentee votes not shown in totals.”

Following a discussion,‘Judge Quin stated: "It is my opinion that the County Judge and
I certify to the correctness or incorrectness of the counter dials and have no authority
beyond that."

Thereupon, the phrase, "Absentee votes not shown in totals," was stricken by drawing a
red line through the phrase, from the certificates in which it appeared, by Judges Quin and
Anderson, but otherwise no change was made in the certificate.

Commissioner Callaghan then read the following letter:
Cetober 2, 1945

To the Honorable Mayor &
Members of the Canvassing Board
San Antonio, Texas
Gentlemen:
After reviewing the many discrepancies and irregularities
which have come to light in the recent bond election of September 25,
. 1945, I recommend that this election be declared null and void.
Yours very truly,
s/ Alfred Callaghan

Alfred Callaghan, ;
Commissioner & Taxation

The question arose as to whether the County Judge and District Judge were to git as
members of the Canvassing Board.

City Attorney Cobbs, in reply to a question from Mayor Mauermann, said that the statute
does not make the County Judge and Distriet Judge members of the Canvassinngoard. - He said
the Canvassing Board was required only to recheck and compare the voting machine counter dials
with the COffieial Returns in the presence of the County Judge and a District Judge, and when
found_eqmrect, br necesgsary corr&etions made, the Canvassing Board was to proceed with the
official canvass, according to law,

Mayor Mauermann, as Ghairman, stated: "I so rule."

Attorneys Stahl and Sohn asked that the Minutes show thelr objection and protest to the
procedure of‘the Canvassing Board in declaring the result of the electiom as btased on the :
Official Returns as corrected by the election officials to show how the absentee votes were
cast. | ‘ |

The Cenvassing Board then proceeded to make the official canvass of the (fficial Returns

as shown by said recheck, comparison and correc¢tion. The official canvass continued through

Tuesday, October 2, 1945, and Wednesday, Uctober 3, 1945.
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At the conclusion of the official canvass on the eveming of Wednesday, COctober 3, 1945,
the Canvassing Board declared the official result of the City 8pecial Bond Election held on
September' 85, 1945, as shown by this canvass, as appears in its order approved and filed with

the Board of Commissioners on the 4th ‘day of Cctober, 1945, and which is made a vart hereof

for all intents and purposes.

APPROVED; W
(Bt el ce R e
: o

CHATRMAN

S W 2

L Clty Clerk




