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.L,II1TUT 15 G I '1\ Pi CEEDIl,GS C}' ~PrJI; .,--1.' YGrt J:JD C Gl,jI,aSSI Gl~ERS 
01 'Y1.1£ cr TY G:0 1. ~ l~TlNr , I,:El:..TII1G 1 S I. CJ l~f-~~S,sII.G Bel .. D, 

r ... ·E :t\L:SD Y, SK?TEtIl3ER 26, 1945 , and SUBSE1UE TT Di YS . 

The ~ayor and Commissioners were co.lled toe;ether in a Recessed Council I"Ieet i nF-' at 2 : 00 

o ' clock , P • . ~ . , 'lednesday , eptember 26 , 1945 . Present were : \-auermonn , COll3.[:hon and 

nd e rson ; absent : Eein and Steffler, ~ayor r~·auermann presiding . 

t this time, the :.:ayor and Comnissi::mers 'Ii ent into sessi:>n and c:mvened as a Cunvassing 

Board , o.s pr:>vided by the Cit:' Chnrter, in the Council Chamber of the City iall , t:> canvass 

the returns of the Ci ty Special Bond Election held on TuesdQY , September 25 , 1945 . 

Before the car:vass was begun , a Petition wo.s presented , si0',ned by Elmer 7are Stahl and 

m:>re than t~enty-five resident citizens and qualified voters in the Bond~lection of the City 

of San ~nt:>nio , which peti tion read as follows : 

"TG : 

"THE C .. ·I1VASS1r~G DG.ll.RD C .... ARGED ,7IT~i TF~ DU.2Y GF CUrvASSI:~G 
TFE ~L.w CTI c.r~ ~tETUJNS C~' Tl-:E ELECT1 CI~ IELJ Y.c:~ i' C1 ~ .. y C:-' 
S_'il~ .L.l.I~TCI:IG , III D..:£-- R CGUlTTY , TEXAS , GlJ SEPll:0I'.[BE~ 25, 194 5 , 
II; RE G.l TID T C TIlE VC TE - lJ TI:E :3 NDS . 

" the undersigned , c:>nstituting not less than twenty - five 

resident citizens of the City of San ntoni:> , in Bexar County, Texas , 

and qualified voters in the bond election held by the City of San n -

t:>nio on Tuesday , -eptember 25 , 1945, do hereby petition you tc make , 

in the presence of a Di strict .JudGe ~ nd County Judge of the c unty in 

which said band e l ection was held by the City of San ntanio , are - check 

and comporison of the results shown on the official returns with the 

results ap~earing and registered on the counter- dials of each voting 

m3chine , or voting machines , used in said election , and the results :>f 

said elect ian be declared as shown by said re-check and c:>mparison of 

the returns of said election , with c::>unter- dials of the voting machines , 

as provided by If'w . 

ttD1.TED this the 26th day of Se tember , 1. D., 1945 . " 

( signatures foll:>wed) 

.f • I.: 
• '\f 

Commissioner .Ll..nders:;n Lll:>ved that the peti tion be received and the request sr.a11ted . After 

8. sec31d by C:>mmissioner Colla [;h un , the motion waE corried by 1':.>ll call vote , to- \Jit : yes , 

\'aue1'mann , CullaGhan and Anderson ; l~ays , IIein (absent) and Steffler (absent) . 

county .Judr;e Charles V. Anderson nd Dist =- ict JudGe C. K . uin \lere :;?resent in the Coun-

cil Chamber and a reed to act officially in the reclecl' and comparison of the votint; mechine 

counter dials . 

Iayor Mauernann 8.nnounced th t the Canvassing .J3oard vias ready t:3 begin the recheclc of 

the voting machine counter dials imnediately . 

The ~oard of Commissioners , acting 3.S the canvo.ssinf, authority, s', ...:,.ended the canvass in 

order to cc:mply fully ,;,'itt the petiti:>n fil,ed b: the contestants, all as provided by Section 

19 of Article 29978 , Vernon's Texas Stotutes , as amended by Chapter 280 :>f the 49th Reeular 

Session of the Texas Le p;islature , effecti ve 31st ·of },:ay, 1945. 

~ fter a di8cu2::::ion, h01.'.lever, the Con 8s Q il'" B:>ard ~ roceeded to com .-:'Ire nnd veri y the 

City Clerk's Tabulation Sheet wit the Cfficial Returns af tr.e election deposited iit. the 

City Cler<:: by the PresidinG Judges of the vcrious electi:>n ~1recincts , prelimirnry to the 

recheck and comnarison of the c8v1nter dials of tte votinf- nacbines . 
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r-pon the completion of this C:J parison and verifi cation , the C&nvc.ssing B:J3rd recessed 

and stood at ease , and did not enter an order declaring the result of t'1e election, in order 

to enable the Canvassing Board t8 make a reche dk a~:d conparison vf the counter dials of each 

voting machine used in the September 25th Election 'wi th the Official Returns in the presence 

of District Judge uin and County JudGe Anderson . 

* * * 
PURSUANT TC 1 ill DECESS 8f their mee ting of eptember h>6 , the Canvassing Boord re -c onvened 

at 2 : 00 o ' clock , 1 . H., on Thursday , September 27 , 1945 , in the first f18:Jr lobby of the City 

Hull , there to beGin the recheck and c:Jmparison of the c:Junter dials of each voting machine 

used in the September 25th Election with the Cfficial Returns :Jf said Election . Present also 

v:ere District Judge uin and County Ju d~e .lnderson , acting :Jfficiall in the recheck and 

comIBrisol1 . The reche c k and comparis::::m was begun VJith the examination :Jf the voting rmchine 

used in Precinct 1"0 . 1 , that machine beine checked in the City 1:811 lobby, 1hich was the 

polling pl a ce for rec inct 1;0 . 1 in the September 25th Election , and fron which the v:Jt ing 

machine had not bee n rem:Jved . 

Continuing throu Gh the afternoon of Thursday , September 27, all of :Friday , September 28 , 

and the forenoon of Saturday, September 29 , the canvassing Board , in me presence of County 

Judge ~\nderson and District Judge uin , proceeded to make a recheck and comparison of the 

counter dials on each voting machine used in the September 25th Election TIith the Official 

Returns . Every voting machine \-as exomined . In the case of those machines which had not been 

returned to the Court House basement , there being a few , the Canvassing Board Gnd the County 

Judge and District Judge went to the polling ploces and tilere examined the counter dials of 

the machines . All voting machines were found duly sealed and in order , and there was no 

evide nce of t am IX! ring . 

fter the recheck ~f each nac hine, and before movin.: on to the next ma chine, the County 

Judge and District Judge signed a certificate vlritten :In the back of the Official Return for 

the precinct in which the machine in guesti:Jn as used . In the certifi cate , the Judges 

certified as to the correctness :Jr incorrectness of the ::teturns as comnared with the votine; 

machine counter dials. In making the recheck and comp8.ris:Jn , it 1l8.S disc overed by the Can -

vassing Board that certain precinct election offi cers h~d failed to enter t he result ~f the 

absentee votes on the fficial Returns . Where it appeared that the absentee votes had n8t beer 

incl uded in the totals SbOYlll on the Cfficial Heturns, the certif icate siGned by the District 

Judge and County Judge stated that fact . 

The recheck and comparison of all votinE machine s used in the September 25th Elect ion 

was completed at 12 : 00 o ' clock, Noon , Saturday, September 29 , 1945 . 

* * 
Gl~ LIonday , October 1, 1945, the Canvassin g Bosrd summoned the Presiding J1..1dceS of these 

:preCincts in which it a peared to the Canvassins Boord , from the recheck of the votine; 

machine counter dials , that the absentee votes had not been included In the totals s hown on 

the Cfficial Returns . The Canvassin :3oard then and there directed such election Officiels 

who had failed to enter the absentee votes upon the Official Returns to amend the Returns 

and enter c:Jrrectly the result of the tally of the absentee votes upon the Official Returns , 

and to endorse on the Cfficial Returns a notation of such action . This rocedure ~o s c?n-

tinued through r.:onday and part of tIle morning of Tuesday , October2, 1945; all of whi ch 

occurred before t t e final canvass was made by the Canvassing 30ard . 

* * * 
AFTER the recheck and comparison of the counter dials of the voting machines had been 

completed, and after the entry of the necesscry c8rrections by the election officers, the 

• .. 
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Canvassing Board met in the Council Chamber ~f the City Hall a t 10 : 00 o ' clock , A. LI., on 

Tuesday , October 2 , 1945, to make the official C3nV8 SS ~f the Returns of the City Sp€cial 

Bond Election held on Tuesday, September 25, 1945, and to declare the result thereof . 

Present and sittine as the ~anvassing Board 'Jere : 1,ayor Uauermann , Chairman , and 

C~mrnissi~ners Calla han , Rein, Steffler and Anders~n . 
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Present also 17ere District Jud .ge Quin and County Judge illderson , who renorted that the 

recheck and comparison of the votinG machine c~unter dials with the Cfficial Returns had been 

completed and certified to be c ~rect . 

Elmer TVare Stnhl and • R. Sohn , attorneys representing the petitioners who had requested 

the recheck and comparison of the voting machine counter dials , a~peared and challenged the 

certificate which had been written on the back of eoch Official Return and signed by the 

County Judge and District Judge during the recheck, objecting to the inclusion in the 

CErtificate of the phrase : "bsentee votes not shown in totals . " 

F8110wing a discussion , Judge uin stated : "It is my opinion that the COilllty Judge and 

I certify to the correctness or incorrectne ss of the counter dials and have no nuthority 

beyond that . n 

Thereupon , the phrase , "Absentee votes not shown in totals," was stricken by drawing a 

red line through the phrase , from the certificates in which it appeared , by Judges uin and 

Anderson , but other vise no chanpe las made in the certific~te . 

Commissioner Callaghan then read the followint: letter : 

Gcto ber 2, 1945 

To the =~::morable 'I ayor & 
Members of the Canvassing Boar d 
San Ant~nio , Texas 

Gentleme n : 

fter reviewin g the mony discrepancies and irrepllarities 
'wbich have come to liGht in the recent bond election of Sel)tember 25 , 
1945, I recommend that this election be declared null and void . 

Your s very truly , 

s/ Ifred Callaghan 
Alfred callaghan, 
Commi ssioner cf Taxa t ion 

The question arose as to whether the County JudGe and District Judre were t~ sit as 

members of the Canvassing Boord . 

City Attorney C~bbs, in reply to a question from :\ayor Mauermann , said that the statute 

d~s not make the County Judge and District Jud Ge members of the Canvassing Board . Ee said 

the Canvassing ~ oard was required only t~ recheck and cODpore the votinr machine c~unter dials 

vith the Official Returns in the nresen ce of the County Jud~e and a District Jud ~ e , and when 

found correct, or necessary c~rre, c tio J.s made , the Canv8s~ing Board as to proceed '\vith the 

official canvass , acc~rding t~ lew . 

ayor Vlau ermann , as Chairman , sta ted: "T so rule. tI 

Attorneys Stahl and Sohn asked that the .Iinutes S ~'OTI their objection and nrotest t~ the 

procedure of the Canvassing Board in declpring the result ~f the electi~n as based. on the 

Cfficial Returns as corrected by the electi~n officials to sh~Yl ho' the absentee votes ,rere 

cast. 

The Canvassin G board. tle!l ~lroceeded to make t:1e official canvass ~f the Cfficial Retur:Qs 

as shown by said recheck, comparison and correction . The official canvass c~ntinued through 

Tuesday, Cctober 2, 1945 , and dnesday, Cctober 3, 1945 . 
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At the c:mclusion ~f the ~fficial canvass on the evening ~f ,{ednesd8y , Cctober 3 , 1945 , 

the Canvassing B~ard declcred the officicl result 8f the City Spe c inl :S~nd ~lection held on 

September 25 , 1945 , as shovm by this canv ass , as 8. 1l pea rs in its order a:ppr'Jved and filed wi th 

tbe Board 'Jf Commissi'Jners ~n the 4th day 'Jf Cctober , 1945 , '3nd w~1ich is made a rort hereof 

for all intents and purposes . 

ATTEST : 

* 

~i. PRlN i'D : 

* * 

! , ' / . 


