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AN ORDINANCE 9 7 6 2 7 
AMENDING SECTION 33-981 OF THE SAN ANTONIO CITY CODE 
TO INCREASE THE TAXICAB WAIT TIME RATES FROM $12.00 
PER HOUR TO $15.00 PER HOUR. 

* * * * * 

WHEREAS, currently, the wait time rates ("wait time" and "traffic delay") for taxicab fares are set at $12.00 
per hour by section 33-981 of the San Antonio City Code; and 

WHEREAS, based on an evaluation of those rates by the Public Utility Office, the City Council believes that 
the rates should be increased to $15.00 per hour; NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. Subsection 33-981(a) of the San Antonio City Code is hereby amended in its entirety as 
follows: 

(a) Taxicab fare rates shall be: 
Drop charge .. . $1. 60 
Per mile ... $1.50 (o r 0.30 per 1/5 mile) 
Per hour, wait time ... $15 .00 
Per hour, traffic delay ... $1 5.00 

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect ten days from the date of passage. 

PASSED AND APPROVED th;, 15" d" ,'M", 200'9{) fi1:-
M A Y 0 R 

Ar=T~~ City Clerk 

EDWARD D. GARZA 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: - "",*"i-f',..-'-'-"""".!!lL..+AL.J.-..\--I-"'-'4---

03-19111 
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v 
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance authorizes the amendment of Ordinance No. 79523, approved on January 27, 1994, increasing 
the taxicab "wait time" rate from $12.00 per hour to $15.00 per hour. 

Staff recommends approval. 

Council Memorandum Must Be Attached To Oriainal 
Other Depts., Boards, Committees Involved (please specify): 

City Attorney Office, Finance Department, and Office of Management and Budget 

Contract signed by other party , 
Yes 0 No 0 

FISCAL DATA (If Applicable) Budgetary Implications 

Fund No. AmI. Funds/Staffing Budgeted Yes n No I'XI 

Activity No Sid No Positions Currently Authorized 

Index Code Project No. Impact on future O&M 

Object Code If positions added, specify class and no. 

Comments: 

Coordinator _. 'Nnite 

Legal - Green 
Budget -- Canary 
Finance -- Pink 

Originator _. Gold 

4/1/82 Ref. A. D. 1.71 



CITY OF SAN ANTONi&ENDA ITEM NO. .. Z-Cf 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TO: Mayor and City COlUlcil 

FROM: Albert A. Ortiz, Chief of Police 

THROUGH: Terry M. Brechtel, City Manager 

COPIES: J. Rolando Bono; Deputy City Manager; File 

SUBJECT: Taxicab "wait time" rate increase 

DATE: May 15,2003 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMEND A TIONS 

This ordinance authorizes the amendment of Ordinance No. 79523 approved on January 27, 
1994, increasing the taxicab "wait time" rate from $12.00 per hour to $15.00 per hour. 

Staff recommends approval. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Taxicab "wait time" is the time a taxicab is stationary or traveling at less than 10 m.p.h. 
while in service. Operators are allowed to charge this fee as part of the overall rate for 
taxis. The last increase in the "wait time" was from $8.00 to $12.00, approved on January 
27, 1994. 

In April 2000, the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) requested an increase in the 
taxicab "wait time" from $12.00 to $18.00. City Council approved other recommended 
increases in taxicab rates on JlUle 8, 2000, but the "wait time" was not increased. 

On November 26, 2001, the TAB once again supported an increase to $18.00. This 
recommendation was presented to the Public Safety and Commercial Transportation 
Committee on January 23, 2002. City Council considered the recommendation on 
January 31, 2002 and denied the request. 

Between October 22, and November 5, 2002, two public hearings were held considering 
an increase in the taxicab "wait time". On March 27, 2003, the Quality Of Life (QOL) 
Committee was presented with three options: I) Refer the request for study, 2) Accept the 
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request or 3) Deny the request. Staff was directed to study the request and submit a 
recommendation. Staff studied the issue by applying three different analyses. 

The Public Utility Office (PUO) utilized a variety of categories within the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) and the Producer Price Index (PPI) published by the U.S. Department 
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). The categories selected were based upon the 
types of operating expenses typically incurred by taxicab operators. As the last increase 
in "wait time" occurred in June 1994, staff reviewed the effects of changes within the 
selected categories from March 1994 to March 2003. Also considered was what 
percentage of the cab operator total expense each item constitutes. This methodology 
results in an estimated increase in operating expenses from 1994 through 2003 of 
20.95%. 

The PUO also utilized the inflation calculator located on the BLS website. Entering a 
value of $12.00 in the calculator as of 1994 (the last time the "wait time" was increased) 
and solving for an equivalent value as of 2003 results in a cost of $14.91 , a 24.25% 
Increase. 

Finally, the PUO reviewed the change in the Consumer Price Index - All Urban 
Consumers, for the transportation category from 1994 to 2003. This review indicated a 
change of 21.79%. 

Staff presented its findings to the QOL Committee on April 24, 2003 , and, based on the 
study, recommended that the taxicab "wait time" be increased from $12.00 to $15.00, a 
25.00% increase. The QOL Committee concurred and requested that the proposal go 
before the full Council for consideration. 

POLICY ANALYSIS 

This action facilitates City Council's continuing policy of conducting comprehensive reviews and 
oversight of city operations. The proposed rate increase has been presented to the Management 
Team and the Quality of Life Committee. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no increase for other taxicab service rates. No City revenues or expenditures will be 
generated by this increase. 

, 



SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS 

The City of San Antonio Discretionary Contracts Disclosure fonn is not required. 

~A'o<-l#~ 
Albert A. Ortiz ~~ 

Chief of Police 

Approved: 

1. Rolando Bono 
Deputy City Manager 

Approved: 

-;c:; kA ~'C ~ 
Terry M. Brechtel 
City Manager 



SAN ANTONIO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Ordinance amending Section 33-981 
San Antonio City Code 

Taxicab Wait Time Rates 

May 15, 2003 
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Wait Time Terms ~~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

• The "wait time charge" is utilized by the driver whenever a 

passenger requests that the driver wait while he/she leaves the 

taxicab and returns after some period of time has elapsed or the 

passenger waits in the taxicab for an additional passenger. 

• "Traffic delay" is charge at the same rate as the wait time and is 

activated whenever the vehicle slows to below 10 mph, is stopped at 

traffic signals, or other traffic congestion. 

* Wait time and traffic delay are charged at the same rate. 
2 



Historical Perspective <illill f1illfI£fIIrlJ 
~ 
~ 

on. ! ... /,-,4: "Wait Time" = $8/hr. 

January 27, 1994: City Council approved an increase in the taxicab 
"wait time" from $8/hr. to $ 12/hr. 

November 26, 2001: Transportation Advisory Board made a 
recommendation to increase the taxicab "wait 
time" from $ 12/hr. to $18/hr. 

January 23,2002: TAB's recommendation was presented to 

the Public Safety and Commercial Transportation 

(PSCT) Committee. 

The committee recommended the matter be 

brought before the full Council. 
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Cont. Historical Perspective -

January 31,2002: Recommendation presented to City Council which 
denied the increase. 

February 2002: 

The Council conveyed that a study of the impact 
on senior citizens would be advisable. 

-
Staff attempted to commission a study 

- Dr. Ray Mundy, University of Missouri 

- Lady of the Lake University 
- S1. Mary's University 
- University of Texas San Antonio 
- University of Incarnate Ward 
- Metropolitan Research Policy Institute 4 



Cont. Historical Perspective -
~ lliillfffI11IJ 
~ 
~ 

GTlIm:!1 

- The feedback received from the universities was as follows: 

• It would be too costly and time consuming. ($5 to $25K) 

• Problems identifying and qualifying "elderly" customers. 

• The questions would be too invasive. 

• The economic parameters used to define the affected segment 

of the population would be difficult. 
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Cont. Historical Perspective --

March 10 thru April 20, 2003: 

The Greater San Antonio Transportation Company (GSAT) conducted 

their own study. Their study revealed: 

- The average monetary difference in fare was $0.42 per trip or a 
4.65%. 

October 25 thru November 5, 2002 

The Regency Cab Company also conducted their own study. Their study 

revealed: 

- The increase range from 0-90 cents (less than 2%). 
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Cont. Historical Perspective 

October 22, 2002 and November 5, 2002 

- Public hearings were held in which all of the participants in 
attendance were in agreement for an increase in the "wait time" 
rates. 

- 20 to 25 attendees. 

- All attendees were taxi drivers or cab company representatives. 

- Unanimous support for increase. 
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Cont. Historical Perspective -

March 27, 2003: 

April 24, 2003: 

The issue was presented to the QOL Committee. 

Staff was directed to conduct a cost analysis as it 

relates to the taxicab industry. 

Staff presented the cost analysis to QOL. 

Recommended a "wait time" increase 

from $ 12/hr.to $ 15/hr. 

The Committee concurred and directed staff to 

bring the issue before the full Council. 
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Terms 

• The Consumer Price Index (CPI) compares present prices of 

commonly purchased goods and services to the prices of similar 

goods and services in a base year. 

• The Producer Price Index (PPI) program measures the average 

change overtime in selling prices received by domestic producers 

for their output. The prices included in the PPI are from the first 

commercial transaction for any products and some services. 

• The Inflation Calculator uses the average consumer price index for 

a given year. This data ,represents changes in prices of all goods 

and services purchased for consumption by urban households. 
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Methodology 

• The following three methods were utilized in conducting the cost 
analysis to determine the recommendation: 

- . The Taxicab Operating Expenses according to the Consumer Price 

Index and the Product Price Index published by the u.s 
Department of Labor 

- Inflation Calculator from the Bureau of Labor Statistics · 

- Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers for the 
transportation category 

• This approach is consistent with the analysis conducted in June 2000, 
when the Council considered the previous taxicab rate increases. 

10 



Rate Analysis 

b Operating Expenses 
- According to the CPI and PPI, taxicab operating expenses 

(including gasoline, dispatching services, tires, repairs, 
maintenance, car payment, insurance, fees and taxes) have 
increased by 20.95 % (from 1994 to 2003). 

• Transportation Industry 
- The change in the CPI - All Urban Consumers for the 

transportation category increased by 21.79 % (from 1994 to 
2003). 

) Inflation Calculator 
- Results of the inflation calculator reflect that a "wait time" of $12 

in 1994 is equivalent to $14.91 in 2003 dollars, an increase of 
24.25 0/0. 

• Staff recommends the wait time rates be increased from $ 12/hr. to 
$15/hr. (25%). 11 



Texas City 

Austin 

Corpus Christi 

Dallas 

EI Paso 

Ft. Worth 

Houston 

Laredo 

San Antonio 

Comparable Rates 
Wait Time/Traffic Delay 

Min. Hr. National City 

$ .33 $ 20.00 Atlanta, GA 

$ .40 $ 24.00 Cleveland, OH 

$ .40 $ 24.00 Detroit, MI 

$ .30 $ 18.00 Pittsburgh, P A 

$ .30 $ 18.00 Memphis, TN 

$ .30 $ 18.00 New York, NY 

$ .35 $ 21.00 Norfolk, VA 

current .20 $ 12.00 

proposed .25 $ 15.00 

Min. Hr. 

$ .30 $ 18.00 

$ .25 $ 15.00 

$ .27 $ 16.00 

$ .23 $ 13.80· 

$ .30 $ 18.00
1 

$ .30 $ 18.00 

$ .25 $ 15.00 
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City 

Austin 

Dallas 

Houston 

Texas Workforce 
Occupational Wage Data · 

Taxi Drivers and Chauffeurs 

Average Median Wage 

(YrIHr) 

$22,769 $10.13 

$10.95 

$17,729 $7.71 

$8.52 

$15,981 $7.06 

$7.68 

San Antonio $21,162 $9.27 

10.17 

Nation-wide $19,780 Median Hourly $8.62 

$9.51 

~ f1iJJlJfIiJlrB 
~ 
~ 
G&!r.® 
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Comparable Rates 
Nationwide Cities 

'\ 

Drop Mileage in Meter Delay Chg. I Wait 

City I Chg. Drop Chg. Rate Min. Hr. 

Atlanta, GA $ 2.00 117 $1.75 $ .30 $ 18.00 

Cleveland, OR $1.80 1/4 $1.60 $ .25 $ 15.00 

Detroit, MI $2.50 - $1.60 $ .27 $ 16.00 

Pittsburgh, P A $2.00 117 $1.61 $ .23 $ 13.80 

Memphis, TN $1.50 117 $1.40 $ .30 $ 18.00 

New York, NY $2.00 115 $1.50 $ .30 $ 18.00 

Norfolk, VA $1.75 117 $1.75 $ .25 $ 15.00 

San Antonio $1.60 115 $1.50 I current .20 $ 12.00 

proposed .25 $ 15.00 

Other cities between $20 -$ 27: Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Indianapolis, L.A. 
M· r SF· 16 mneapo IS, an ranClSCO 



Affidavit of Publisher 

STATE OF TEXAS, 

COUNTY OF BEXAR 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

AN ORPINANCE 97627 

AMENDING SECTION 33-
981 OF THE SAN ANTONIO 
CITY CODE TO INCREASE 
THE TAXICAB WAIT TIME 
RATES FROM $12.00 PER 

' ~OUR TO $15.00 PER HOUR. . . . 
PASSED AND APPROVED 

THIS 15TH DAY OF MAY, 
2003. 

Is/EDWARD D. GARZA 
. _ Mayor 

I 
ATTEST: 
Is/ YOLANDA L. LEDESMA 
Acting City Clerk 
5122 

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared 

Helen I. Lutz, who being by me duly sworn, says on oath that she is Publisher 

of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of 

San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, and that the City Of San 

Antonio-City Clerk-Ordinance 97627 hereto attached has been published in 

every issue of said newspaper on the following days, to-wit: May 22, 2003. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 22nd day of May, 2003 , 

Notary Public in and for Bexar ounty, Texas 


