
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10,2013 
10:00 AM 

MUNICIPAL PLAZA BUILDING-B ROOM 

Members Present: Councilmember Ray Lopez, Chair, District 6 
Councilmember Diego Bernal, District I 
Councilmember Cris Medina, District 7 
Councilmember Elisa Chan, District 9 
Councilmember Carlton Soules, District 10 

Members Absent: None 
Staff Present: Carlos Contreras, Assistant City Manager; Lisa Biediger, 

Assistant City Attorney; Gabriel Garcia, Assistant City Attorney; 
Jeff Coyle, Director of Intergovernmental Relations; Sally 
Basurto, Assistant Director of Intergovernmental Relations; 
Christine Wright, Intergovernmental Relations; Stephanie R. 
Johns, Intergovernmental Relations; Frank Sherman, Office of 
Military Affairs; Frank Miller, Aviation Director; Larry Trevino, 
Emergency Management Coordinator; Martha Lambaria, Office 
of the City Clerk 

Also Present: Sara Vilms, Patton Boggs; Jose Vega, Patton Boggs; Linda R. 
Dzierzanowski, City Public Service (CPS); 

II Briefing and Possible Action Items: 

ii. Update on 83rd State Legislative Session [Jeff Coyle, 
Intergovernmental Relations Director] 

Jeff Coyle, Director of Intergovernmental Relations (IGR) introduced Sara Vilms and 
Jose Vega from Patton Boggs. He provided a briefing and update on issues regarding 
State Legislature. He expanded on the following four of six City Initiatives that would 
be heard today in Austin: 

I. Firefighter Eligibility Bill 
2. Replat Bill 
3. Floodplain Bill 
4. Hemisfair Bill 

Mr. Coyle elaborated on the Vested Rights Bill and spoke of the Graffiti and Complete 
Streets Bills. He provided a follow up on the Homeowner Protection Legislation. He 
indicated that IGR staff recommended staying neutral on said Bill. 

Councilmembers Soules and Chan entered the meeting at this time. 
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Call to order 

Chairman Lopez called the meeting to order. 

I. Approval of Minutes of the March 26, 2013 Intergovernmental 
Relations Council Committee Meeting 

Councilmember Bernal moved to approve the Minutes of the March 26, 2013 
Intergovernmental Relations Council Committee Meeting. Councilmember Chan 
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously by those present. 

II. Briefing and Possible Action Items: 

1. 1 13th Federal Legislative Program [Jeff Coyle, Intergovernmental 
Relations Director 1 

Mr. Coyle provided a briefing and update on the 1 13 th Federal Legislative Program. He 
spoke of the process, earmarks and priorities. 

Councilmember Soules expressed concern with the timeline and complex issues for said 
item. Sally Basurto, Intergovernmental Relations (IGR) noted that over the course of the 
next week, IGR Staff would set appointments with the City Council to review said 
program. 

Councilmember Chan recommended to table said item and bring it back to the IGR 
Committee. 

Chairman Lopez asked of flexibility. Discussion ensued. 

Councilmembers Chan and Bernal asked of the timeline for the Federal Program. Ms. 
Vilms spoke of said being an essential document and stated that it reflects the City ' s 
Priorities. She noted that it was better to approve the programs as soon as possible and 
that it had been on the agenda a few times before. She added that there was still time to 
review said program. 

Chairman Lopez recommended moving said item forward to B Session and schedule it 
for A Session if it gets vetted through B Session. 

Mr. Coyle stated that the program was divided into ten Top Federal Categories: 

I. Economics Development 
2. Education and Workforce 
3. Environmental and Sustainability 
4. Housing and Neighborhoods 
5. International Export and Trade 
6. Protection of Municipal Interests 
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7. Public Safety 
8. Telecommunications 
9. Transportation 
10. Travel and Tourism 

He noted the three Top Priorities: 

1. Federal Courthouse 
2. Early Childhood Education 
3. Brownfields 

Ms. Basurto elaborated on the following 10 Categories: 

1. Economic Development 
• EB-5 Regional Center Investment Program 

Chairman Lopez suggested taking the EB-5 Regional Center Investment Program to the 
Economic Development Council Committee for additional dialogue. 

2. Education & Workforce 
• Post-Secondary Education 
• Veteran's Employment - Joining Forces Initiatives 

Chairman Lopez commented on the linkage between IGR and Economic Development 
and spoke of recognizing and supporting the programs. 

3. Environmental & Sustainability 
• Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
• San Antonio Water System (SAWS) 
• City Public Service (CPS) Energy 

Carlos Contreras, Assistant City Manager stated that Ms. Vilms from Patton Boggs 
would apply for the Urban Waters Federal Partnership Initiative. 

Chairman Lopez asked of leveraging relationships and outreach with Sub Committees 
outside of the local delegation and asked if there was a benefit to having said 
relationships. Ms. Vilms stated that Sub Committees had jurisdiction over the budgets. 
She noted that there was a benefit to getting other communities that are in the same 
situation on board and writing letters and lobbying their Congressmen. She indicated that 
said would achieve broader outreach. 

Chairman Lopez spoke of San Antonio as a leader and of colleagues in other Cities and 
States. He expanded on the importance of the approach and outreach taken to encourage 
leadership and to make it successful. Ms. Vilms said that they would like to see a 
regional partnership. 

3 



In response to Councilmember Soules, Mr. Contreras and Ms. Basurto offered to provide 
more detail and information on the barrier attempting to overcome regarding SAWS. 

In response to Councilmember Chan's request, Ms. Basurto provided a briefing on CPS 
and reported on the elimination of the Municipal Bond Tax Exemption. Linda R. 
Dzierzanowski from CPS spoke of a letter by 14 Senators that had been sent to President 
Obama supporting the elimination of the Municipal Bond Tax Exemption. In response 
to Mr. Contreras, Ms. Vilms offered to provide a list of individuals who proposed 
eliminating the exemption. Councilmember Chan spoke of the importance of the 
Municipal Bond Tax Exemption. 

4. Housing & Neighborhoods 

Councilmember Soules spoke of regulating boarding homes and recommended dialogue 
in preparation of a lawsuit. Councilmember Bernal concurred with Councilmember 
Soules and encouraged said discussion. Mr. Contreras spoke of the importance of 
making said a federal priority and addressing the issue. 

5. International Export & Trade 

6. Protection of Municipal Interests 
• Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
• Municipal Bonds Tax Exemption 
• Marketplace Fairness Act 
• Federal Internet Tax Freedom Act (ITFA) 
• Wireless Tax Fairness Act 

Councilmember Chan stated that BRAC continues to be a focus of the Military 
Transformation Task Force. She noted that San Antonio has a better position in 
comparison to other cities and spoke of the approach to take. Chairman Lopez concurred 
with Councilmember Chan and stated that mission realignment would be achieved. 

Councilmember Soules asked for detail or speculation on consolidating commands at the 
Pentagon and of said impact in San Antonio. Mr. Contreras offered to develop a strategy. 

Frank Sherman, Special Project Manager of the Office of Military Affairs elaborated on 
the key issue being that the San Antonio Military trains others and has the training base. 

Councilmember Chan stated that the approach should focus on problem solving and 
identifYing benefits for San Antonio. 

Ms. Vilms stated that the San Antonio Delegation was very prepared to take on Grant 
Issues. 
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Gabriel Garcia, Assistant City Attorney infonned the Committee of the Digital Goods 
and Services Tax Fairness Act and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Right­
of-Way Notice ofInquiry (NOl). 

Discussion ensued. 

7. Public Safety 
• Emergency Preparedness: Urban Area Securities Initiative (UASI) 
• Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) 
• Fusion Center Funding 
• FEMA Fire Grants 

Chairman Lopez recognized and thanked Larry Trevino, Energy Management 
Coordinator for his efforts. 

Ms. Basurto continued: 

8. Telecommunications 
• Broadband 
• Cyber Security 

9. Transportation 
• Surface Transportation, 21 st Century Act-MAP-21 
• Airport hnprovement Program (AlP) 
• Stinson Airport 

Frank Miller, Aviation Director infonned the committee that at a mml1llum, the 
Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) ceiling should be increased to $8.50. 

Councilmember Chan clarified that the $8.50 (PFC) ceiling would be charged, contingent 
on City Council Approval. 

Councilmember Chan stated that to her knowledge, aircrafts were flying into Stinson 
Airport from Mexico and asked if that was considered International. Mr. Contreras 
clarified that said aircrafts had to fly into SA International first to clear Customs. 
Councilmember Chan asked for clarification. Ms. Basurto responded that said item 
would be an item that staff would track, identify and seek congressional support to ensure 
that there was significant identification in challenges and barriers, in collaboration with 
Aviation. Councilmember Chan expressed support and spoke of the importance of 
aircraft ability to clear Customs directly at Stinson. 

Chainnan Lopez asked for clarification on international flight landing limits. Mr. Miller 
noted that he would confirm landing limits for international flights. 
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10. Travel & Tourism 

Councilmember Chan asked for clarification on World Heritage Designation. Ms. 
Basurto responded that the San Antonio application had already been submitted, accepted 
and endorsed by the Department of Interior but the World Heritage Committee had not 
made a final decision. She noted that it was the International Community that had to 
fully accept the application for the San Antonio Missions. 

Chairman Lopez spoke of previous opportunities that showcased San Antonio Initiatives. 
He elaborated on former visits to the Canal City in China and Puebla, Mexico. 
Councilmember Chan noted the importance of reaching out to International Allies. 

Chairman Lopez asked if there was an opportunity for a specific level of contact with 
Mexico. Ms. Vilms spoke of the close working relationship with the Department of 
State, specifically the Border Patrol Office of United States (US) and Mexico. She noted 
that the Border Patrol Office would welcome dialogue and it would be a great 
opportunity and very effective. 

Councilmember Chan moved to forward said item for further dialogue at B Session on 
May 2, 2013. Councilmember Soules seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously 
by those present. 

III. Consideration of items for future meetings: 

Next Meeting Scheduled: May 8, 2013 

IV. Adjourn 

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourne 

~ectfullY Submitted, . 

I jJ~~ 
--1;( Martha G. Lambaria 

~ Office of the City Clerk 
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