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CITY COUNCIL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes

Wednesday, September 15, 2010

1:00 PM

Media Briefing Room, City Hall

Council Present:

Council Absent:

Staff Present:

Others Present:

Councilmember Mary Alice Cisneros, District 1

Councilmember Ivy Taylor, District 2

Councilmember Philip Cortez, District 4

Mayor Julian Castro, Chair

Councilmember Justin Rodriguez, District 7

Sheryl Sculley, City Manager, Peter Zanoni, Assistant City Manager,

Michael Bernard, City Attorney; Leticia Vacek, City Clerk, David

McCary, Solid Waste Director, Ben Gorzell, ChiefFinancial Officer,

Roderick Sanchez, Planning & Development Services; William

McManus, Police Chief; Barry Archer, Planning & Development

Services Assistant Director; Ted Murphree, Assistant City Attorney;

Jed Maebius, Mayor's Office; Brandon Smith, Office ofthe City

Clerk

Bobby Perez, Shelton & Valadez Josh Baugh, SA Express News;

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Castro called the meeting to order.

I. Approval of minutes from the June 16, 2010, Governance Committee Meeting

Councilmember Cisneros moved to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2010 Governance

Committee Meeting as submitted. Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion. Motion carried

unanimously by those present

II. Items requiring individual briefing(s):

a. Briefing on Recycling Ordinance and Plastic Bag Recycling

Program

David McCary reported that Multi-Family Recycling and the Plastic Bag Recycling Program

were two key initiatives of the 10-year Recycling and Resource Recovery Plan. He stated that

the Multi-Family Recycling Initiative would require owners ofmulti-family properties to provide

or contract for recycling collection services. He noted that the Plastic Bag Recycling Program

proposed a voluntary plastic bag program with five area retailers beginning in January 2011. HE

added that Keep San Antonio Beautiful (KSAB) and the Texas Retailers Association would be

assisting with said effort.
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Councilmember Cisneros asked of other cities that have implemented such programs. Mr.

McCary replied that Austin, Phoenix, and Ontario, Canada had begun voluntary programs.

Sheryl Scully stated that California has banned plastic bags and that Brownsville adopted an

ordinance banning plastic bag prospectively in 2012.

Councilmember Cortez asked of outreach efforts to the San Antonio Apartment Association.

Mr. McCary responded that staff has kept the association engaged since 2009 and currently

working closely with now. He noted that many of their suggestions have been incorporated into

the draft of the policy.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to B Session. Councilmember Taylor

seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously by those present.

III. Council Consideration Requests(s)

a. Consideration of a request from Councilmember Philip A. Cortez,

District 4 for a proposed amendment to allow commercial electrified

barriers within the City of San Antonio City limits

Presented by Roderick Sanchez, Director, Planning & Development Services

Rod Sanchez reported that Electrified Commercial Barriers were dual fence systems with an

electrified barrier enclosed six inches behind a non-electrified fence. He stated that the dual

fence system would be allowed only in commercial districts and that the system could only be

activated during non-working business hours. He noted that the Electrical Board and the

Infrastructure and Growth Council Committee recommended approval.

In response to Councilmember Cortez, Mr. Sanchez clarified that the dual system was allowed

only in industrial and no more than 300 feet from other uses.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously by those present.

b. Consideration of a request by Councilmember John Clamp, District 10

requesting to study the feasibility of property tax valuation freezes to

promote residential and small business property improvements

Presented by Ben Gorzell, Chief Financial Officer

Ben Gorzell provided information on a request from Councilmember John Clamp to examine the

feasibility of property tax valuation freezes to promote residential and small business property

improvements. He stated that staff needed to conduct additional analysis regarding fiscal and

legal aspects. He noted that under current State Statute incentive could not be offered and would

require an amendment to the Constitution. Michael Bernard stated that after fiscal analysis the

proposed initiative should be forwarded to the Intergovernmental Relations Council Committee

for inclusion to the City's Legislative Plan because it would require a legislative constitutional

amendment.
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Councilmember Taylor requested that staff consider the impact on other incentive programs

implemented by Council in other areas when analyzing the said initiative. Councilmember

Cisneros concurred and moved to return said item for additional analysis and brought back to the

Governance Committee upon completion. Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion. Motion

carried unanimously by those present.

IV. Consideration of items for future meetings

a. Next Meeting Scheduled: October 20, 2010

V. Adjourn

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

ATTEST:

Julian Castro T
Mayor \

LeticiaM. Vabek, TRMC/CMC

City Clerk I
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