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AN ORDn~CE 

PROVIDING FOR WAIVER OF ALCOHOLIC CONSUMPTION 
POOHIBITIONS eN PUBLIC POOPERI'Y UPON CERI'AIN CON
DITIONS AND INCREASING CERrAIN RENTAL FEES rnARGED 
FOR USE OF THE SUNKEN GARDEN THEATER. 

* * * * * 

WHEREAS, the City, by ordinance, has b:mned the consumption of alcoholic 
beverages on certain public property within the City, including certain parks 
and certain streets and sidewalks; and 

WHEREAS, the purposes of these prohibitions was to address problems of unruly 
behavior, inebriation, and behavior offensive to other citizens, and to prevent 
littering and accwnulations of cans, rottles, and other debris on certain p1blic 
property; and 

WHEREAS, certain groups have approached the City to seek waiver of such 
prohibi-tions; and 

WHEREAS, tl1e City Council recognizes that in certain circwnstances and upon 
certain conditions alcohol at events or gatherings on public property is rDt 
harmful and causes rD problems for other citizens rreking use of iliese public 
facilities; and 

WHEREAS, ilie City Council wishes to establish ilie circwnstances and conditions 
when alcohol nay te allowed and to provide for a pennit system for iliat 
purpose upon request, for specific scheduled events, after review to determine 
that these conditions and circumstances will exist; N:M THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY CXXJNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANl'ONIO: 

SECTION L Except for such City properties Where deed restrictions prohibit 
alcohol, ilie provisions of any ordinance TTBking it illegal to have alcoholic 
beverages on p1blic property nay be waived by ilie City Manager or his designated 
representative, upon petition fran any group, and the City Hanager or his 
designated representative nay issue a special pennit to allow alcoholic 
beverages if, after review, he determines tllat ilie following conditions and 
circwnstances exist: 

(a) ilie alcohol use will te in connection with a planned and 
scheduled event anticipated to involve fifty (50) or rrore 
people. 

(b) appropriate security is provided by ilie pennittee to insure 
that laws governing legal age for drinking and public 
intoxication will rDt be violated and iliat public property 
at the site of the event is safeguarded. 



(c) a deposit in an arrDunt established by rules and regulations 
for the applicable public property is posted. 

SECrION 2. Any such permit lIJhich has been issued ITRlst be available at the site 
of the event and must be produced for inspection upon request by any law 
enforcement official. 

SEcrION 3. The City Manager or his designated representati ve shall develop 
rules and regulations for conducting of such event within the frarrework of the 
aforestated policy and shall insure that permit applicants are fully cognizant 
of sane at the tine a permit is issued. 

SECrION 4. Afplicants lIJho have been denied a pennit by the City Manager or his 
designated representative nay appeal to City Council providing such appeal is 
rrade no later than ten (10) days preceding the date of the scheduled event. 

SEcrION 5. Rental rates for Sunken Garden Theater as established by Ordinance 
48169, June 23, 1977, are hereby changro as follows: 

Class I Events: 

Class II Events: 

Class III Events: 

Class IV Events: 

Ten percent (10%) of gross admissions or a 
minimum of $1,000, whichever is greater, but 
not to excero a rraximum of $2,000. 

Ten percent (10%) of gross admissions or a 
minimum of $500, lIJhichever is greater, but 
not to excero a rraximum of $1,000. 

$500 

No rental fee. 

SEcrION 6. Because events had been scheduled prior to the effective date of the 
City ordinance banning alcoholic beverages on certain public property upon the 
assumption that alcoholic beverages could be consumed on such public property, 
an emergency is hereby declared so tha t the provisions of Sections 1 through 4 
of this ordinance shall irrmediately take effect upon receipt of eight (8) 
aff irrrati ve votes. The effective date for Section 5 of this ordinance shall be 
Septeniber 1, 1984, except that any permits or rental contracts issued or 
executed prior to August 9, 1984, under previously established ordinances or 
policies shall be oonored and carried out in accordance with those policies, 
rules and regulations in effect at the tine of such issuance or execution. 

PASSED AND APProVED this __ -----<9<---1l __ day of --~=~~~-': --:f~"'--=::..tL--- ___ , 1984 . o 
~~ ;iv-M A /Y 0 R 
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City Clerk 
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AVI~TION 

ITEM NO. 

BU.lLDING INSfECTIONS 

BUILDING IN~ECTIONS-HOUSE NUMBERING 

CITY WATER BOARD 
KlT ION ~"'::;"-':":;"~-.4--

COMvlERC IAL RECORDER 
ORO. NO. 59172 ZON ING CASE 

CONVENT ION & V IS ITORS BlREAU 

CONVENTION FACILITIES RESOL. PETITION 
ECONOMIC & EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUN ITY 

FINANCE DIRECTOR ROLL CALL AYES NAYS 

ASSESSOR 

CONTROLLER 
MARIA A. BERRIOZABAL /1 PLACE 1 

TREASURY DIVISION " 

GRANTS SECTION 
JOE WEBB A, " ' .. 
PLACE 2 

4 It ~jj t~ , . .l 1 

INTERNAL AUD IT 

RISK MANAGEMENT 
HE LEN DUTMER '~ PLACE :3 

FIRE CHIEF 

HEMISFA IR PLAZA 
FRANK D. WING / PLACE 4 

HUMAN RESOURCES & SERVICES 
BERNARDO EURESTE ~ ~ PLACE 5 

LEGAL-CITY ATTORNEY 
BOB THOMPSON 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR PLACE 6 / 
MARKET SQUARE 

METROPOLITAN HEALTH DISTRICT 
JOE ALDERETE I JR. . . 

oJ~ r PLACE 7 

MUNICIPAL COURTS I 
PARKS & RECREATION 

G.E. "ED" HARR INGTON / PLACE 8 

PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 

PLANN ING 
VAN ARCHER / PLACE 9 

POLICE CHIEF I 
f'U~L1C 1P: 1l.1T\1i:$ 

JAMES C. HASSLOCHER ~/ PLACE 10 
/' 

PUBLIC WffiJ(S II) IRECTOR 

ENGINEnRING DfVlSION 
HENRY G. CISNEROr ~ 
PLACE 11 MAYOR 

ENG1NE'EIHiNG IHV1SIION-CENTRAL MAPPING 

WAStEwA rtR ENG I~rn lNG 
,. 
! . 

/ 

REAL e:s.rATE D) VJ!SlfOlJ 

TRAFrl~ ENEfNEERING DIVISION 

PURCft\S ING 

.zONING MltM1NISTRATION 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

AGENDA rTEM NO 5~ 
Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet • -----~=:...--

TO : __________ C_l_'t~y~c_o_un __ c_i_l ________________________________________________________ __ 

FROM : _________ Ro __ na __ ld __ R_,_. _Da __ rn __ e_r....:., __ D_ir __ ec __ to __ r:..-, _De----.!partrnen=----_____ t __ o_f __ p_ar_k_s __ an __ d __ Rec ___ r_ea--.:t:...::i_o_n __ ~ ____ _ 

COPIES TO: _____ F_il_e ______________________________________________________________ ,-., 
SUBJECT: Permits Waiving Alcohol Ban at Certain Parks and the Sunken Garden '!heater 

Date July 26, 1984 

SUMMARY AND REX:CMMENDATION: Per City Council's guidance this ordinance 
establishes a mechanism for the City Manager or his designated represen
tative (s) to issue permits allowing alcohol at scheduled events in parks 
and public property where al~hol is otherwise prohibited. The ordinance 
also increases SUnken Garden '!heater rental fees because the fee struc
ture and the use ot that facility for non-Sp:::>nsored or non co-sponsored 
events relate directly to the quality and reliability of renters and to 
the availability of alcohol at scheduled events. (Proposed fee structure 
is discussed in FISCAL DATA below.) 

'!he ordinance also 1) establishes a policy fraIl'leW:lrk within which the 
City Manager or representative(s) is directed to develop rules and regu
lations to issue or deny alcohol permits (basic rules and regulations 
outlined on attachment hereto); 2) .sets up an appeal to City Council 
process for applicants who are denied a permit; 3) establishes a Sep
tember 1, 1984, effective date for implenentation of the policy; and 
4) provides a "grandfather" clause for permits or SUnken Garden '!heater 
rental contracts issued or executed prior to approval of this ordinance. 

POLICY ANALYSIS: '!he policy fraITe'V.Drk spelled out in the ordinance wi thin 
which rules and regulations will be developed follows: A permit for 
alcohol may be issued if the following conditions and circumstances exit: 
1) alcohol will be in connection with a planned and scheduled event which 
involves 50 or rrore people; 2) appropriate security is provided by per
mittee to insure that laws governing legal age for drinking and public 
intoxication will not be violated and that public property at the site of 
the event is safeguarded; 3) a deposit in an arrount established by rules 
and regulations for the applicable public property is made; and 4) that 
permit must be available at the site of the event and must be produced 
for inspection upon request for any law enforcement official. 

Foregoing policies can be applied to any other park or public property 
which may be added in the future to the list of sites where alcohol is 
presently banned. However, the ordinance/!;clicy does not circumvent 
the deed restrictions which ban alcohol at such parks as Brackenridge 
or Malmcke. 



CITY COONCIL -2- July 26, 1984 

FISCAL DATA: Permittees will be required to provide necessary security at their 
own expense so the City will not incur additional costs. Permittees rrust also ,.:; 
put down a $100 deposit to cover damage or excessive cleanup problems. That 'de- '; 
posit is refundable if no such damages occur. 

In the case of SUnken Garden Theater rental increases, we estimate that annual 
revenue will mcrease fran the present $7, OOO± to $17, OOO±' Proposed changes 
follow: 

Current Fee 

Class I: (Commercial events 
with live, amplified sound. 
Admissions charged.) 10% or 
gross admissions or a minimum 
of $200, whichever is greater. 

Class II: (Commercial events, 
usually bonafied non-profit 
groups for which admission may 
or may not be charged.) Same 
rental fee as Class I. 

Class III: (Events for ylhich 
no admission is charged and 
which do not involve live and/ 
or amplified sound.) Before 
Noon, $6/houri Noon to 5 P.M., 
$10/houri after 5 P .M., $12/ 
houri all day, $100. 

Class IV: (City sponsored or 
co-sponsored events.) No 
charge. 

Proposed Fee 

10% of gross admissions or a 
minimum of $1,000, whichever 
is greater, but not to exceed 
a maximum of $2,000. 

10% of gross admissions or a 
minimum of $500, whichever is 
greater, but not to exceed a 
maximum of $1,000. 

$500. 

No Charqe. 

'---RE~~ R. DARNER, Director 

RRD/mjk 
Attachment 

Recarmendation Approved : 

.~ ... -
LOUIS J. FOX 
City Manager 

rtrnent of Parks and Recreation 



ATrAOiMENT 

Rules and R~Jlations for: 

1. San Pedro and McAllister Parks: 

a. Application for alcohol pennit waiver Imlst be nade at least thirty (30) clays 
in advance of a planned/scheduled event. 

b. Application Imlst be accompanied by $100 deposit 

c. Waiver will cover entire area of applicable park. 

d. Event Imlst involve fifty (50) or rrore people. 

e. Pennittee must hire and pay for uniformed law enforcement officials as follows: 
50 people, 1 officer; 51 to 100 people, 2 officers; 101 to 150 peonle, 3 offi
cers; and one additional officer for every 50 people above 150. 

f. All applicable local, state, and federal liquor laws and license reguirements 
must be complied with by pennittee. 

g. other established rules related to reservation application procedures, time 
limits, pennit pick-up, etc., Imlst be followed . 
. 

2 . McAllister Park: 

Same as a., b., arid d. through g. above. 'file only difference in this case is that 
a pennit/waiver will be confined to specifically identified locations in the oark. 

3. Woodlawn Park: 

Alcohol waivers will be granted only for events in the Activity Building or c;tYIma
sium. Because events \vould be confined and thus rrore easilyrranageable and con
trollable, application for wa:iver nay be accepted five (5) days in advance of 
scheduled event and security requiranents would be one (1) officer for each 100 
people. Pennittees lM)uld also have to COIl"ply with established rules related to 
refuse pick-up, tirres for building use, removal of beer containers, use of the 
building's tables and chairs, etc. 

4 . Nonroy le Park: 

No waivers will be granted; the rationale being that the features and facilities of 
this park are not conducive to well-controlled events. 

5. Sunken Garden Theater: 

Applicants must ap~ly for waiver at least thirty (30) days in advance and rrake a 
$100 deposit at time of application. 

other policies and rules and regulations including posting of a $5,000 bond or 
letter of credit, liability insurance, tirre limits, noise control, crowU limits, 
security, cleanup, portable restrC)(JITIS, etc., are spelled out in a lease contract 
covering the Theater. That contract is based on p::>licy established in Ordinance 
48169, dated June 23, 1977. 

Proposed rental fees discussed in the rnerro to Council are designed to derive to 
the City a fair return for use of this unique facility. 
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, 
authority, on this day personally 

appeareu Irene Palencia who being by me duly 

sworn, says on oa th tha t :..he is Office Supervisor 

of tht! Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation 

in the City of San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, 

and that the Ordinance #59172 hereto 

attacheu has been published in f!very issue of said newspaper on 

the foIl ow ing days, to-w i t 1 ____ ..;A..:.;u;;;.giJ.u=s...;;t......;;1~5~ ________ , 19 ~ 

- -- ' -:: - -.--

~~orn to and subscribed befor~ me this 15th Day of August .19 84 • ,. -

Notar.y rublic in Clnd for lIexar COUllty " 
Texas .. 



CITY225566B 
ID. 89328 
cuaI'E 19.32 

______________ ~ __ ~ __________ known to me, 

-~. -:.~, .' :{ '" .. ,; -,." 
Notary Public in and for ___ ~.:..,....-'-----.-:_!.: 

County, Texas. . 

My commission expires DfrFMBER 8, 19~ 

_. ,"_. -.. ~ r-: :. 


