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APPROVING THE MISSIONNISION STATEMENT OF THE SAN 
ANTONIO RIVER COMMISSION. 

WHEREAS, in November 2007, the River Commission began discussing and drafting the San 
Antonio River Commission Mission and Vision for the River; and 

WHEREAS, in December, the Commission adopted the MissionIVision statement with guiding 
principles; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission agreed that the MissionIVision statement should be recommended 
to the various boards and commissions taking up matters within the River corridor in order to 
establish one "shared" vision for the river corridor; and 

WHEREAS, the goal of the River Commission was to have the various entities adopt the 
MissiodVision statement, so that one consistent vision for the river can be a resource when 
making various policy decisions; and 

WHEREAS, subsequent to the River Commission drafting a Mission/Vision statement, the 
Commission worked with the various boards and commissions in order to coordinate standard 
language that can be utilized when making policy decisions within the River Corridor; and 

WHEREAS, two separate meetings were held with these entities in order to form a consensus 
for "one" shared vision; and 

WHEREAS, the River Commission representatives began making presentations to the various 
boards and commissions; and 

WHEREAS, subsequently, the Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, HDRC, along with 
the Rivenvalk Capital Improvement Advisory Board unanimously approved the adoption of the 
River Commission's Mission/Vision Statement; and 

WHEREAS, the San Antonio Conservation Society and the San Antonio River Oversight 
Committee passed a resolution to support the MissionIVision statement and the Paseo Del Rio 
Association voted to offer input and analysis, rather than an overall endorsement of the 
MissiodVision statement; NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. The MissionIVision Statement of the San Antonio River Commission, a copy of 
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes as Attachment I, is hereby 
approved 
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SECTION 2. This ordinance shall be effective on and after September 28,2008. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 18"' day of September, 2008. 



Attachment I 
- 

San Antonio River: Vision Statement 

Within its city limits, the San Antonio River is 18 miles in length. I n  some respects, 
the River defines the city. One's experience of the River changes in different parts 
of the city. As large parts of the River are improved and adjacent development 
occurs, the River will change. The River Commission has adopted the  following 
Mission and Vision statements to  be used as a universal lens by which all future 
River-related decisions are viewed: 

Vision Statement: The San Antonio River will be a fully linked linear park 
that unifies the city and serves as a community gathering place for all to 
enjoy. The River will have many special places and uses; some active, 
some quiet. Each will be unique, genuine, and vary by design. 

Guidina Princi~les: 

1. Community Access: Community access t o  the River and i ts public spaces 
should be provided and encouraged, 

2. Environment: The public spaces of the River will celebrate the natural 
environment, where wildlife and aquatic species flourish. The public areas o f  the 
River will be protected from intrusive commercial activities which diminish the 
experience along the River corridor. 

3. Surrounding Land Uses/Development: Development activity occurring along 
the banks will be in keeping with the unique character o f  t he  River a t  that  
location. Land uses will also be in keeping with the City Master Plan 
(Neighborhood and Community Plans). I n  all cases, development and activity 
along the banks will not damage the natural environment or ecology o f  the River 
or its public spaces, but  will enhance the quality o f  the site and environment. 

4. Adjoining Buildings and Design: Historical buildings and features along the 
River will be preserved t o  help tell the story of what the River has meant t o  San 
Antonio over the generations. Where development occurs, buildings will be 
unique, and incorporate design elements that celebrate the  natural or  built 
context o f  the River a t  that  location. 

5. Private Enterprise: Policies will encourage existing and new business 
development and regulate enterprises within these Guiding Principals and Vision. 



Agenda Voting Results - 32 

Name: 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31A, 31B, 
32, 33, 34A, 34B, 36A, 36B, 38, 43, 44, 45A, 45B, 45C, 45D, 
45E, 45F, 45G

Date: 09/18/2008
Time: 09:23:29 AM

Vote Type: Motion to Approve
Description: A Resolution approving the Mission/Vision Statement of the San 

Antonio River Commission. [Penny Postoak Ferguson, Assistant 
City Manager]

Result: Passed

Voter Group Not 
Present Yea Nay Abstain Motion Second

Phil Hardberger Mayor  x     
Mary Alice P. Cisneros District 1  x     

Sheila D. McNeil District 2  x     
Jennifer V. Ramos District 3  x     
Philip A. Cortez District 4  x    x
Lourdes Galvan District 5  x     
Delicia Herrera District 6  x     

Justin Rodriguez District 7  x     
Diane G. Cibrian District 8  x     
Louis E. Rowe District 9  x   x  

John G. Clamp District 
10  x     
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
Request for Council Action 

Agenda Item # 32 
Council Meeting Date: 9/18/2008 
RFCA Tracking No: R-3894 

DEPARTMENT:  City Manager's Office    
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED: 

 
 
Council District 1, Council District 3, Council District 5, Council District 9

SUBJECT: 
San Antonio River Commission Mission and City's River Vision

SUMMARY:  
On June 28, 2007, the San Antonio River Commission was appointed.  The Commission was 
established in order to advise the City Council on any aspect of development and operations of the 
River Walk and within the San Antonio River corridor.  They also advise to public agencies on 
policies related to flood control, water quality, quantity, and clarity, to the extent that they affect 
the ambiance and charm of the San Antonio River.  They also advice the Historic and Design 
Review Commission, Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, and the Board of Adjustments 
on zoning, land use and design requirements related to both the public and private projects within 
the RIO Districts (1-6). 
  
On September 17, 2008 the River Commission is scheduled to present their first annual report 
highlighting their accomplishments for the first year.  The City's Vision for the River is attached 
for your approval. 
 
  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
In November 2007, the River Commission began discussing and drafting the San Antonio River 
Commission Mission and Vision for the River.  In December, the Commission adopted the 
Mission/Vision statement with guiding principles.  The Commission agreed that the 
Mission/Vision statement should be recommended to the various boards and commissions taking 
up matters within the River corridor in order to establish one “shared” vision for the river corridor.  
The goal of the River Commission was to have the various entities adopt the Mission/Vision
statement, so that one consistent vision for the river can be a resource when making various policy 
decisions. 
  
Subsequent to the River Commission drafting a Mission/Vision statement, the Commission 
worked with the various boards and commissions in order to coordinate standard language that can 
be utilized when making policy decisions within the River Corridor.   Two separate meetings were 
held with these entities in order to form a consensus for “one” shared vision.  The River 
Commission representatives began making presentations to the various boards and commissions.  
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Subsequently, the Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, HDRC, along with the Riverwalk 
Capital Improvement Advisory Board unanimously approved the adoption of the River 
Commission’s Mission/Vision Statement.  The San Antonio Conservation Society and the San 
Antonio River Oversight Committee passed a resolution to support the Mission/Vision statement 
and the Paseo Del Rio Association voted to offer input and analysis, rather than an overall 
endorsement of the Mission/Vision statement. 
 
The Mission Statement is as follows:  The River Commission provides public policy advice 
regarding the River Walk and San Antonio River to preserve, protect, and enhance the history, 
heritage, and ambiance of the River. 
 
Attached for reference is the Vision Statement for the River. 
 
ISSUE: 
Adopt the River Commission's Mission and the City's River Vision statement for utilization by the 
San Antonio River Commission and said boards in order to be used as a tool when making policy 
decisions within the river corridor. 
   
ALTERNATIVES: 

This Mission/Vision will serve as a tool for the various boards and commissions when making 
policy decisions within the River corridor.   
 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
There is no fiscal impact associated with this action. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the San Antonio River Commission's Mission and River Vision 
statement.  
  
ATTACHMENT(S): 

File Description File Name
River Oversight Committee Letter River Comm vision support ltr River Oversight.pdf
Paseo del Rio Letter Paseo Del Rio Association Mission.pdf
Vision Statement SARiver Vision Statement.pdf
Voting Results  
Resolution/Supplemental Documents 200809180042R.pdf
 
APPROVED FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION: 
 Penny Postoak Ferguson   Assistant City Manager    
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