
NOVEMBER 29 , 1944 

SPECIAL MEETIl7G OF TIlE COI,1MISSIOIfERS CF rrHE CITY 011" SAN 
AIJTU~ IO , HELD I lJ TIm C UUCIL CE1Un3ER OF 11m CITY BALL , 
AT 10 : 00 O' CLOCK , • M., OiJ J'EmJI: SDA.Y, NOVEHBER 29 , 1944 . 
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PRESE~T : lauermann , Calla ghan , Hein, Steffler and Anderson . Mayor iauermann presiding . 

The Clerk read the call a s follows: 

November 25 , 1944 

T TEE CC USSION i S J)' ?iili CITY B' S~ T ANT HIO :-

Gentlemen : 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Charter of the City 

of San Antonio, I hereby call you in Special Session to be held at 10 : 00 

o ' clock , A. M., on Wednesday , November 29th , 1944 , in the Council Chamber 

of the City Hall of San Antonio , Texas, to : 

MEET IN JCn~T SESSION with the Officials of Bexar County , 
for the purpose of paying due honor and respect to 
Lieut . Col . Harry • Fischer , both as an individual and 
8S the representative of all those brave men and w~men 
who wrote the most stirring page s of American Ristory 
by their never- to - be-forgotten stand on Sa taan, Corre g idar , 
and throughout the Philip ine Islands . Colonel Fisch2r , a 
ca pt i ve of the Japane se since the fall ~f t he Phil ippine s , 
has re cently escaped from capt ivity and returned in triumph 
to his family and friends in San Antonio . re meet to 
honor him he re as one of San .h.nt~nio's mest ::mtstanding 
heroes of Vorld ar II , and , t hrough bim , to honor all 
th~se who gave so much in thos e trying days in the 
Philippines . 

s/ Gus B. Mauermann 
MAYGR 

Receipt of notice o f above Special l~eeting ~f the Commissioners of the City 
of San Antonio is hereby ackno\vle dged : 

s/ Alfred Calla ghan 
Commissioner of Taxation 

s/ Paul • Steffler 
Commi ssi on er of Streets & 
Public Improvements 

In his opening remarks, l/ay~r 

s/ P . L . Anderson 
Commissioner of J .. ire & Police 

s/ Henry F . Hein 
Commissioner of s a nitation , 
Parks & Public Pr operty 

auermann explained the purpose of the meeting , stating 

that it was called jointly by officials of both the City and the County , in ~rder to hon~r 

ttour own San Antonio boy", Colonel ll' ischer, and to hon::Jr all the defenders of the hili~pines 

o f lh~m be is a representative . He then called ~n county Judge Charles 7 • .Anders~n . 

Judge Anderson, speakinr- on behalf of the C~unty ~f f icials , extended a velcome t~ 

Col . ll' isc her and nointed ~u t t ha t the County gbvernment has a special cla im on h im since he 

was formerly a member of t he County En8ineer's staff . Ie congratul ated Col . F ischer on his 

escape and other a c hievements, es pe cially what he accomplished toward helping others escape . 

He s 3 id Dexar County is proud , n~t ~nly ~f ColoDel ~I' i..",c he r, but d ~ubly proud of his wife and 

his f8.mily , particul arly of hi s fa ther and mother for having a son ~f his calibre . 

The I.;'ray ~r then called on City Commissioner P . L . Anderson, wh o DOinted out that the 

honor guest was a true representa tive ~f Texas , in tha t this state has perhap s the greatest 

ratio. ::Jf any state of men serving in the b rmed f orces i n this Vlar . He said , further , it is 

fitting that a son of the City of the lamo , a b~y reared in t h is city , s bould epit::mize all 

the best traditions of the llrmy , San Ant:mio , Texas and the Un ited states . he con gratulated 

iIr . and Mrs . E . 0 . Fischer, Colonel Fischer's parents, on ha ving reared so fine a s~n . 

Dis!rict Judge C. r . Q,uin , called on by the ~,1ay or to speak as a representative ~f the 

County Judiciary, stated that it vms auspicious that these offi cials and citizens shoul d 

gather to do honor to a man who, a s a San _ntonian , ha s refle cted so much honor on is city 

and his fellow citizens . ~e s a id he wa s not surprised at t he heroic acc~mplishments ~f Col . 
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Fischer , just as he would not be surprised at the heroism of any San Antonion or any 

Ame r i can . 

\layor '~auermann then introduced the following , who spoke briefly : 

Ci ty Commissioners Cal laghan , lIe in and Steffler ; County Commissioners n. V. Stappenbe ck , 

Hobert Uhr , James 7. Donnell , and County Commissioner- Elect Sam ' . Bennett and District 

Judge R. \ . B. 'lerrell . The ta: or introduced, as heads of the two larges t "families" contri -

butin~ Grea t numbers of their 'b~ys" to the armed se r vices, Police Chief ubrey I~opkins and 

Fire Chief C. A. Har t . He then presented Col . fischer , the C"uest of honor . 

Col . Fischer made a short address , statintT that he had been scared before , but bel:ic ved 

he was more scared than ever before as he Qtood to acknov!ledfe and ex::!ress his ap reciation 

for tl is welcome by city and count 0fficiels . mhis , he said , consti tuted a "different kind 

of fear" . He added , ho'wever , that he did not feel he was standing alone before this group , 

but tel t rather tha t he hQd VJi th him , in ~"'Jiri t , all the boys VIho 'Jere in the Philip,ines , 

including t hose Wh0 are still prisoners -- Qnd sorre v'7110 will never return . Ve think about 

them as much as they think about us , he stated , relating thnt throughout his imprisonment h i s 

home , family , friends and familiar s c enes i n San ~nt0nio had been always in his th0ughts . 

t the suggestion of the '.isj or , ,IT . • C. Fischer , father of the honor cuest , introduced 

the other members of tl e family who r ere present , including : Col . Fischer ' s mother , lv·rs . I: . C, . 

F i scher , his wi fe , and his s i ster , trs . Jessie ..... nn Hombl e . 

in his closinC rems.rks , :,1ayor Lo.uermann stressed the par31lel in history between the 

hero ic stand of the defenders of the "hil i ppines and the gallant fiGht of the little band of 

.m'exas patriots at the Alamo . 1:e said he though t it fittinG thet the Philippines Defenders 

organ i ze themselves i nt8 an exc l us i ve association , and predicted they wo uld do S0 at some 

future date . He pl edGed that , when thi ... organ i zation is formed , the city 8f San Antonio will 

be hon()red t() :present them VIi th a suitable :painting of the Alamo for prominent display in 

their headquarters or off ice . He made this .ledge f0r the City to Col . l'is c her as the 

re resentative of the defenders of the Phil i pp i nes . 

Gn motion of C()moissioner Callaghan , f2econded by Corr..m.issioner Lein emd carried by the 

tollowing vote on roll coil , to- wit : yes , douermann , Callaghan , Hein , Steffler and _~nderson , 

the meeting adjourned Wedne sday , 1J0vember 29 , 1944. 

APPRCVED: 

MAYOR 

ATTEST : 

Cle r k 

* * * 


