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AN ORDINANCE 9 2 2 5 6 

ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2000, IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
BEXAR COUNTY'S GENERAL ELECTION, PLACING ON mE 
BALLOT FOR APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL ORDINANCE 
NO.'1!z$', PASSED ON AUGUST 3, 2000 DIRECTING THE 
DIRECT SUPPLIERS OF DRINKING WATER THROUGH 
PIPING SYSTEMS LOCATED IN THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
TO FLUORIDATE ALL WATER SUPPLIES WITHIN 'l1IEIR 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS; AUTHORIZING AND PROVIDING 
FOR THE HOLDING OF SAID ELECTION; ADOPTING ornER 
PROVISIONS RELATED THERETO; AND PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 9 2 2 5 5passed and approved on August 3; 2000, directed the direct 
suppliers of drinking water through piping systems serving properties within the City of San Antonio to 
fluoridate all water supplies within their distribution systems; and 

WHEWS, Ordinance No.9 2 2 5 5also provided that it would become effective only by and upon 
the approval of the voters of the City of San Antonio at an election to be held in the City of San Antonio 
on Tuesday, the seventh (7th

) day of November, 2000 and directed that necessary steps be takeq.~or.dq-.., 
that the City Council may adopt an ordinance calling for an election at which Ordinance No. 9_1

_ Z ..-~ _:)I ;) 
shall be submitted to the electors at an election to be held on November 7,2000; and 

WHEREAS, it is now necessary to call an election and submit Ordinance No.9 2 2 5 5 to the 
electors; NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. DATE; ORDINANCE SUBMITTED. An election shall be held in the City of San 
Antonio on Tuesday, the seventh (7th) day of November, 2000, in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Texas, including the Texas Election Code, as amended, and the provisions of the Charter of the City of 
San Antonio, and the official ballots for said election shall be prepared in accordance with the Texas 
Election Code and the City Charter, at which election the ordinance submitted, in summary form, shall be 
submitted in accordance with the law to allow the qualified voters residing in the City of San Antonio to 
approve or disapprove said ordinance being substantially as follows: 

"AN ORDINANCE 

DIRECTING THE DIRECT SUPPliERS OF DRINKING WATER THROUGH 
PIPING SYSTEMS SERVING PROPERl1ES WITHIN THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO TO FLUORIDATE ALL WATER SUPPliES WITHIN THEIR 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTFMS; AND ADOPTING A PROVISION MAKING THIS 
ORDINANCE EFFECTIVE ONLY IF APPROVED BY THE ELECTORS AT AN 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2000. 



* * * * * 
"WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of San Antonio has directed that the issue of whether or not to fluoridate 
all water supplies within the distribution systems of the City of San Antonio be formally considered by the City 
Council; and 

"WHEREAS, the City Council finds that extensive research indicates that community water fluoridation contributes 
to the dental health of the public; and 

"WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the City of San Antonio is the largest city in Texas with a non.fluoridated 
public water supply; and 

"WHEREAS, the City Council finds that inasmuch as fluoridation of the public water supply furthers the health and 
welfare of the public, it is determined by the City Council of the City of San Antonio that it is in the best interest of 
the City that all water SIlpplies serving the City of San Antonio be fluoridated; and 

"WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the City of San Antonio through State law and City Charter is empowered 
to take certain actions to protect the public health; and 

"WHEREAS. because it is the desire and intent of the City Council that the decision of the voters determine whether 
or not to fluoridate the water supplies, this issue will be placed before the qualified electors of the City at the 
general election to be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2000 for approval or rejection; NOW THEREFORE: 

"BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CIIT OF SAN ANTONIO: 

HSECTION 1. All community water systems as defined by the Federal Safe Dtinking Water Act, P.L. 93 .. 523, 
enacted by the United States Congress in 1974, which are direct suppliers of drinking water through piping systems 
serving properties within the City of San Antonio are hereby authorized and directed to fluoridate all water supplies 
within their distribution systems to reach a total fluoride concentration of parts per million as recommended by the 
Texas Department of Health. 

"SEC110N 2. It is hereby directed that this ordinance will become effective only by and upon the approval of the 
voters of the City of San Antonio at an election to be held in the City of San Antonio on Tuesday, the seventh (fir) 
day of November, 2000. 

"SECTION 3, If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any circumstance shall be held to be 
invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance and the application thereof to other circumstances shall nevertheless be 
valid, and the City Council hereby declares that this Ordinance would have been enacted without such invalid 
prOvision. " 

SECTION 1. PRECINCTS AND POLLING PLACES; TIMES. Said special election shall be held as 
prescribed by law, jointly with Bexar County's General Electio~ at the polling places designated by Bexar 
County between the hours of 7:00 o'clock am. and 7:00 o'clock p.rn.., with voting and polling places to 
be later approved by the City Council at such time when the Contract for Elections Services and, if 
applicable, the Agreement for the 10int Election are approved by the City Council, and when so approved 
shall be affixed hereto and made a part hereof for all pmposes as if copies herein verbatim. 

SECTION 3. QUALifIED ELECTORS. All qualified electors residing in the City of San Antonio 
shall be eligible to vote at said special election. 
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SECTION 4. BILINGUAL ELECTION MATERIALS. All election materials (including notice of the 
election, ballots, instruction cards, affidavits, and other forms which voters may be required to sign) and 
all early voting materials shall be printed in both English and Spanish, or Spanish translations thereof, 
and/or other assistance shall be provided, as required by the Texas Election Code and the Federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, each as amended. 

SECTION 5. FORM OF BALLOTS. The ballots for said election shall be prepared in accordance with 
all applicable law so as to permit the electors to vote 4'FOR" or "AGAINST" Ordinance No. 9 2 2 5 5 
with the ballots to contain such provisions, markings, and language as required by law, and shall have 
written or printed thereon expressed substantially as follows: 

ORDINANCESUBNDTTED 

"ORDINANCE NO. 9 2 2 5 5 

DIRECTING THE DIRECT SUPPLIERS OF 
DRINKING WATER THROUGH PIPING SYSTEMS 
SERVING PROPERTIES WITIllN THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO TO FLUORIDATE ALL WATER 
SUPPLIES WITIllN THEIR DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEMS. 

FOR THE ORDINANCE o 

AGAINST THE ORDINANCE o " 

SECTION 6. NOTICE. (a) Form o(Notice of Election. The City Clerk of the City of San Antonio is 
hereby authorized and directed to prepare a form of a Notice of Election (or Notice of Joint Election, if 
the City Council authorizes the conduct of a joint election pursuant to authority of Chapter 271 of the 
Texas Election Code), in both English and Spanish, the contents of which comply with the requirements of 
Section 4.004 of the Texas Election Code (and other applicable law), and include at a minimum the nature 
and date of the election, the fonn of the ballot Ordinance Passed included in Section 5 of this Ordinance, 
the location of each election day and early voting polling place, the locations, dates, and times of 
temporary branch locations for early voting, the hours the polls will be open, and any other information 
required by other law, and with such variations permitted by applicable law. 

(b) Method of Giving Notice. Notice of said election shall be given by posting, both in English and in 
Spanish, not later than the twenty-first (21 ~ day before the date set for said election, a copy of said Notice 
of Election (or Notice of Joint Election, if applicable) on the bulletin board used for posting notices of the 
meetings of the City Council of the City. Notice of said election shall also be given by publishing said 
Notice of Election (or Notice of Joint Election, if applicable), both in English and in Spanish, one time in 
the San Antonio Express-News not more than thirty (30) days and not less than ten (l0) days prior to the 
date set for said election. It is hereby found and declared that the San Antonio Express-News is a 
newspaper of general circulation within the City of San Antonio. 

SECTION 7. PRESIDING nrnGES; ELECTION (:LERKS; CONTRACT FQR ELECTIONS 
SERVICES; JOINT ELECTION§, The City Council will hereafter contract with the Bexar County 
Clerk's Office - Elections Department to conduct this election, which contract will be in the form of an 
Elections Services Contract and, if applicable, the Agreement for the Joint Election, to be hereafter 
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approved by the City Council under authority of Chapter 31, Subchapter D, Texas Election Code. The 
election officets shall be appointed by the City Council at the time that the Contract for Elections Services 
and, if applicable, the Agreement for the Joint Election are approved by the City Council, which 
appointments shall be list~ as an attachment which, when approved by the City Council, shall be attached 
hereto and made a part hereof for all purposes as if copies herein verbatim. 

SECTION 8. EARLY VOTING. (a) Early Voting hvMail. Electors may cast their early vote by mail, 
and the early voting clerk's mailing address to which ballot applications and ballots voted by mail shall be 
sent to, is as follows: 

Bexar County Clerk's Office 
100 Dolorosa 

San Antonio, Texas 78205 
Attention: Early Voting Clerk 

(b) Early Voting by Personal Appeqrance. Early voting by personal appearance shall be conducted at the 
locations selected by Bexar County, such locations to be listed in an attachment which, when approved by 
the City Council at the time that the Contract for Elections Services and, if applicable, the Agreement for 
the Joint Election are approved by the City Council, shall be affixed hereto and made a part hereof for all 
purposes as if copies herein verbatim. During the period early voting is required or permitted by l~w, 
being Saturday, October 21,2000 to November 3,2000, the hours designated for early voting by personal 
appearance shall be from _:00 a.m. to _:00 p.m. on each day except Saturdays, Sundays, and legal state 
holidays; and the early voting clerk shall keep said early voting places open during such hours for early 
voting by personal appearance. The early voting clerk and the deputy early voting clerk for said election 
shall be Gerry Rickhoff and Norma Rodriguez, respectively. 

(c) Temporary Branch Locations. Pays. Dates. and Times tpr Early Voting. Temporary branch locations 
for early voting; and the days, dates, and times for early voting at such early voting temporary branch 
locations shall be as indicated by Be"ar County, such locations to be listed in an attachment which, when 
approved by the City Council at the time that the Contract for Elections Services and, if applicable, the 
Agreement for the Joint Election ate approved by the City Council, shall be affixed hereto and made a part 
hereof for ~ pwposes as if copies h~ein verbatim. 

SECTION 9.. EARLY VOTING DALLQl BOAM. An early voting ballot board is hereby created to 
process early voting results, and the presiding judge of said board shalI be appointed by the City Council 
at the time that the Contract for Elections Services and, if applicable, the Agreement for the Joint Election 
are approved by the City Council, which appointn1ent shall be listed in an attachment which, when 
approved by the City Council, shall be attached hereto and made a part hereof for all purposes as if copies 
herein verbatim. The presiding judge shall appoint at least two (2) other members of the board. 

SECTION 10. VOTING- SYSTEMS. Voting at said election shall be done by the use of voting 
machines, paper ballots or the electronic voting system as detennined by the City Clerk, and the City 
Council of the City of San Antonio does determine hereby that voting machines, paper ballots or 
electronic voting system shall be used for the casting of early votes at this election, and shall be placed at 
temporary branch offices (as described in Section 8 (c) hereof) established for the purpose of conducting 
early voting by personal appearance during the hours indicated by Bexar County. 

SECTION 11. INCORPORA lION OF RECITALS. The statements contained in recitals included in 
the preamble of this Ordinance are Ihereby found to be true and cortect, and such recitals are hereby 
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incorporated into~ and made a part of, this Ordinance for all purposes and are adopted as part of the 
judgment and findings of the City Council. 

SECTION 12. SEVERABI1ITY. If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any 
circumstance shall be held to be invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance and the application thereof to 
other circumstances shall nevertheless be valid, and the City Council hereby declares that this Ordinance 
would have been enacted without such invalid provision. 

SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE pATE, This Ordinance shall become effective on the tenth (loth) day 
following the passage of this Ordinance, and this Ordinance shall be considered to be dated as of such 
effective date. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 3rd day of August, 2000. 

M A y o R 

~ 
Howard W. PeaK 

ATIEST:_<-- yf ~ 
City Clerk " U-...J 

APPROVED AS TO FOR,M: ~~ 
Clty Attorney 

00-
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TO: 

RECEJVFn 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO GffY OF" SAN ANI0~IIO 
CIfY CLEHK 

OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCI~~j..IN .. ~a. r\l ..... l· n 
Interdepartmental Memorandum L:t;t.1 J t-tJ· 

JUL 24: 2000 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
FROM: Edward D. Garza, Council Member, District 7 

COPIES TO: City Manager; City Attorney; Assistants to Mayor and Council; City Clerk; 
Director of Metropolitan Health District; File 

11t)(r. 3,. 
SUBlECT: AGENDA ITEM FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 27,2000 

THE PLACEMENT OF A WATER FLUORIDATION REFERENDUM ON THE 
BALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 7 , 2000, GENERAL ELECTION 

DATE: June 15, 2000 

I respectfully request council concurrence directing staff to place on the City Council 
meeting agenda of July 27, 2000, an item approving the placement on the November 7, 
2000, general election ballot, a referendum that would approve the fluoridation of the San 
Antonio Water System drinking water. 

. 
In Oral Health in America: A Report of the Surgeon General, released May 25, 2000, David 
Satcher, M.D., Ph.D. noted that "Community water fluoridation remains one of the great 
achievements of public health in the twentieth century-an inexpensive means of improving 
oral health that benefits all residents of a community, young and old, rich and poor alike." 

A 1992 survey of San Antonio schoolchildren discovered that: 

• 63% of children aged 12-13 years have experienced tooth decay. 
• 83% of persons aged 17 years have evidence of present or past tooth 

decay. 
• 37% of children aged 12-13 years had untreated tooth decay; 440/0 had 

restorations or extractions; 30% needed scaling/teeth cleaned. 
• 11% (2,970) of children (6th & 7th grades) aged 12-13 years reported having 

had a toothache which caused them to miss school due to pain. 
• 30% of children aged 12-13 years did not have a dental visit during the 

previous year; 13% had never had a dental visit. 

National studies have shown in communities without fluoridated water, children have 300/0 
more cavities in baby teeth and adolescents have 25% more cavities than in those 
communities with fluoridation. The Department of Health & Human Services has stated that 
"the preponderance of scientific evidence, including several recent comprehensive scientific 
reviews, has conSistently shown that water fluoridation is safe and effective, concluding 
time and again that the practice of fluoridating community water supplies at optimal levels 
reduces dental caries with no adverse health effects", It has also been shown that the 
lifetime cost of fluoridation per person is generally less than the cost of one dental filling 
thus improving health and saving money at the same time. San Antonio remains the largest 
non-fluoridated city in Texas and North America . 
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ON THE BALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 7, 2000 GENERAL ELECTION Page - 2- June 15, 2000 

It is unconscionable if we, as the policymakers of the eighth largest city in the United 
States, do not act now to improve and protect the oral health of the most vulnerable 
members of the community, our children. Your support of this initiative is appreciated. 

EDG:ar 

Deb errero 

counciM:/ ~:~ 
Raul Prado 

Council Member, District 4 

Council Member, District 7 

/' David A. Garcia 
Council Mem~r, District 5 

C IJ·1· 
~~14..vt. . f . f 

David Carpe er 
Council Member, District 10 

'. 


