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.Jud[e Quin , Co:r.8ul Gener31 Cc..lderon, Cornmissi:>ner ..I.nders:>n , distinr:uished [ uests, ladies 
and r entlemen: 

I am "'lad th at 1 was o.~~le t:> -:;:rr~'.n;'e my affairs so as t:::l be h ~'C; t:> :",' :::'ticipate in 
h~nor in '"" 1;;:::, • .i: . L. _~nder son 8nc~ at tLe sal-:'C time to ~TIect ane fraternize v'i t:-;. tLe di st ilF"u ishe 
rel'resentotives fr::>m l.:exico and t he leacine citizenp ::>f t his crec.t State o~ Texas . iJh ilst I 
an in t~. i s vi c ini ty, I sholl vis it va r i:>u s mili t cry ins t alla t i:>ns :::In the b:::lrder and pay my 
respects to ,:;he Generals of Division :::If the ~,:exic o.n l,alitary Districts ad j a cent to our 
Southern Lane Fr::>ntier. 

It is indeed an hon:::l r antl a -:)leasure t:> be n:-'esen t :::l11 this occa sion , so sirnificant of 
the ever-increasing {! o::>d\vill, understandin c , and friendliness between those tw::> Great s ister 
renublics of l.orth _\merica - - the "Cnited I,:exic8n St3tes and the Unite d States of America . 

Prior to .January :[irst ·:::If this yeer , that :?art :::If the l.:exi can - Anerican b:::lundary from 
irizona to the Gulf of exico , and t he Gulf Corstnl Fr8ntier as f a r east as 7 10rida , were a 
part of the Southern Defense Command . Wi th the ever-lesseninr:: danger of an attack aga inst 
this area , thanks to the efficacy of ::>ur eavy and to the staunch support ::>f ::>ur 1-exican ~llies 
on our southern flank , a sep8rate c::> n1."UDnd f:::lr the defense of this area was deened unnecessary 
by the ~lar Department and on .January fir st of this year the remai ning func tions :::l1' the 
Southern Defense Command were absorbed by the Eastern Defense Command . 

rhus , as Commanding General of the Eas tern Defense Command , it is now my du ty and , I may 
add , my very great pleasure, to carryon the cordial re'lati:::lns so f irmly established between 
the hexican ilitary ommanders and former commanders of the Southern efense Command . Since 
the di stance of my headquarters in l'Jew York from this area and the extent of my command are 
so great , I regret that I shall not always be so available to carryon personally the close 
contact with my exican confreres as was my predecessor , the former c~:lDunander of the Southern 
Defense Command , Ivlajor General Henry C. Pratt , whose headquarters were conveniently l:::lcated 
in San Antonio . However, to assure that our relations will not suffer thereby , I shall 
maintain a section of my headquarters at Fort Sam Houst::>n under charpe of Brigadier General 
Raymond E . McQuillin , and continue the Southern Land Front ier Headqu8rters at Laredo , Texas , 
under the command of Colonel Marion Ca rs::>n . These officers wi ll help me maintain close 
relations with adjacent military commands i n Mexi co . 

~oday , for the first time , it has been my pr ivile ge to meet a number of the Uexic an 
military commanders and distinf uished Mexi can civilian ::>fficials with whom I shall be associ ­
ated in the future . I 1'/ish to assure them of the fullest cooperat ion ::>n my part and on the 
part of my steff and subordinate c :::lmmanders . I desire to express to t bem the ever - grow ing 
admiration of this country for her l..lexic n ally wh::> has so whole- heartedly entered the 
strue;gle f:::lr the survival :::If democracy . 

Today , t housands :::If .A.mer ic an s ::>ldiers of Mex ic an :::lrigin are , as members of the Arme d 
Forces of the United states , courageously fighting the common enemy on most of the battle 
fronts :::If the world . Great numbers of these gal l an t Mex icc n fighting Plen have been reported 
:::In our casualty lists . Hundreds have made the supreme sacrifice , g iving their lives f:::lr us 
and for de~ocracy . 

Under the able leadersh i p of General L8zaro Cardenas , Secretary of rational Defense in 
Ivlexico , 0. r.J.odern and well - equipped .. 'i.rmy has been developed which is prepared to assume its 
share of responsbility for the defense of this hem isphere . A Mexican Air Fighter Squadron , 
now training in this country , will soon receive its Ba ttle Standard fr:::m the hands of Gener al 
Rrancisco Urquizo , SUb - Secretary of JvIex ican national Defense . 

The contribution to our war effort r:18de by thousands of Ii exican w':)I'kers wh8 have been 
generously permitted by the exican Gover nment t:::l c~r;le to our assistance is of great value . 
1l'anyof our air fields , our railr:::lads , and our factories heve , in many'.instances , been kept 
at top efficiency because of the availability of this assistance fr::>m ~exico . 

Aexico has played aLother si gnificant par t in the war , too, by furnishing needed critical 
raw materials to our i ndustry , which have greatly facilitated the production of vital military 
supplies and equipment . 

Uexico , throu gh her brilliant Secretary of 'oreign .lffairs , Hr . Ezequiel Padilla , has 
played a leadin{" and ' espec ially important role in consolidatinc; the Latin merican Republics 
on the side of the democracies . 

On our Southern Land r'r:::ln tier there is , tOd8Y , a feelinr of security and of friendly and 
helpful contact wi th our Mexican neighbors . rrhanks t:::l the location and pr otection of the 
MeXican garrisons alona the Rio Grande , m~st of the Uni ted States tr~ops f~rmerly stati:med 
there have been released for c::>mbat service overseus , and our many traininr establishments , 
located along that frontier, carryon their missions in c:::lm:plete security . ThUS , too , has 
our Mexican ally contributed materially to the War ~ff::>rt of the Un i ted States . 

The present war , with its thre2t t::> the security of the '"iestern Eemisphere , bas b:::lund 
our tvo nations in a close comr adeship of arms . That this comradesh iu will carryover int o 
the days of peace to C:::lme should be the a im :::If every t houghtful ci tizen of our two countries . 
11ay the recognition made t:::lday 8f a citizen ::>f the Uni ted States by the l:epublic of tJ.exi co 
be an added stimulus toward that end . 

Tonight , by decree :::If Gene r al .l vila Camacho , President of I\Iexico , a distinguished 
citizen of Texas and an honored of ficial of the City :::If San .An tonio , Commissi:::lner P . L . 
Anderson , will have conferred upon h i m the "Grder of the Aztec · 'ogle" . I am inf:::lrmed that 
this hig h decoration was created by the r.:exican Government for the purp ose of publicly 
expressing the appreciation of the Hepubli c to :::lutstand in citizens of foreigh countries whose 
accomplishments in the field of international relations have proven beneficial to the welfare 
of vexico and to the cause of democracy generally . 'rhis award is conferred upon .Ir . Anders::>n 
in recognition of the splendid w::>rk he has done in the promotion of better understanding and 



closer friendship cetween the ~eople Qf the Un ited Mexican States and the Un ited States 'of 
America . 

For the men and w~menof the rmed Services to receive re c ognition for ~utstanding 
services in the form Qf the award of meduls is an understood and routine pr ocedure , but for 
a civilian to be recogn ized for meritorious c Jnduct and exceptional services by another 
Nation -- "Brother , 'l'hatfs omethingn . 

The Army and my command in parti c ul ar are much interes ted and ~r3t i f ied that ~\ Ir . 
Anderson i s re ceiving this award , not o!'2ly be couse he is an outstanding ci tizen of 'l'exas and 
San Ant nio but because of his valuable co ntributions to the ma i ntenan ce of Goodwill and 
the furtherance of understonding between bur people and those of :Ilexi co. 'rh is is of dist inct 
and definite value to the military , particularl y so since so .uany of our citizens here in the 
southweut are of LIexi c o.n oriGin . 

So , I heartily congrc.tulate Hr . -.!.nderson and ttank our sister re public for her courtesy 
dnd consider ate generosity . If more civilianc vvo·ld emulate 1,:T • .Lillderson and if more medsls 
were awarded t civilians on both sides of the Border in recognition Qf such service , it 
would prom-ote friendshi:;! e.nd understonding and t:1US . nterially £;(ssist our respect ive .Armies. 

Thank you . 

* * * 


