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Intergovernmental Relations Council Committee

Special Meeting

Minutes

Wednesday, October 6,2010

Municipal Plaza Room B

9:30 a.m.

Members Present: Councilmember Justin Rodriguez, Chair, District 7

Councilmember Ivy R.Taylor, District 2

Councilmember Jennifer V. Ramos, District 3

Councilmember Ray Lopez, District 6

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: A.J. Rodriguez, Deputy City Manager, Carlos Contreras,

Intergovernmental Relations Director; Martha Sepeda, First

Assistant City Attorney; Sally Basurto, Intergovernmental

Relations; Christine Wright, Intergovernmental Relations;

Stephanie Johns, Intergovernmental Relations; Lisa Biediger,

Assistant City Attorney; Brandon Smith, Office ofthe City Clerk

Also Present: Baltazar Serna, Patton Boggs

1. Call to order

Chairman Rodriguez called the meeting to order.

2. Issues to be considered

a. State Legislative Update and Possible Action

Carlos Contreras, Director, Intergovernmental Relations

i. Discussion and consideration of the 82nd State Legislative Program

Councilmember Ramos referenced the concerns of several Council members regarding the size

of the State Legislative Program. Mr. Contreras stated that he had anticipated 3-4 Initiatives and

that seven were recommended by staff. He stated that the size of the State Legislative Program

was more focused and manageable. He noted that there were a number of community-wide

endorsements and did not recommend eliminating any because those initiatives were carried by

other entities. Chairman Rodriguez concurred with Mr. Contreras and stated his preference to

forward the item to the full Council for consideration. He expressed concern with

Councilmembers that testify before the State Legislature in opposition to City initiatives and the

negative reflection projected on the City Organization. Additionally, Councilmember Ramos

requested endorsement of Representative Farias' proposed Pay-Day Loan Initiative. Mr.

Contreras replied that Representative Farias' Office had indicated that the draft initiative was not

yet complete and would contact staff upon completion. Councilmember Ramos asked of the

timeline for hiring additional lobbyists for the City's Legislative Team. Mr. Contreras replied

that recommendations would be provided to the Committee in December.

Councilmember Ramos moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Lopez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
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b. Federal Legislative Program

Carlos Contreras, Intergovernmental Relations Director

i. Update on Development of Federal Legislative Program - 112th U.S.

Congress

Contreras provided information regarding action items identified during the Fall Washington,

D.C. Trip to include the following: Let's Move Initiative (Office of the First Lady), Brownfields,

and Perimeter Rule.

In response to Councilmember Ramos, Mr. Contreras replied that AirTrans intends to pursue the

Perimeter Rule for San Antonio and that the City would need a strategy that would include

Southwest Airlines. He stated that staff has informed the Aviation Department to develop an

alternate plan should the AirTrans option not take occur. He noted that staff would provide a

recommendation to the Committee.

3. Consideration of items for future meetings

There were no items addressed.

4. Executive Session: consultation concerning attorney-client matters (real estate,

litigation, contracts, personnel and security) may be discussed

There was no Executive Session.

5. Adjournment

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

~Justin/Rodriguez, Chairmdn~
Respectfully Submitted, /

Brandon T. Smith

Office ofthe City Clerk
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