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CITY COUNCIL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2012

1:00 PM

MEDIA BRIEFING ROOM, CITY HALL

Council Present:

Council Absent:

Staff Present:

Others Present:

Mayor Julian Castro, Chair

Councilmember Diego Bernal, District 1

Councilmember Ivy R. Taylor, District 2

Councilmember David Medina, Jr., District 5

None

Sheryl Sculley, City Manager; Michael Bernard, City Attorney;

Leticia Saenz, Deputy City Clerk; Jed Maebius, Mayor's Office;

Melinda Uriegas, Office of the City Clerk; Tina Flores, Office of the

City Clerk

Councilmember Carlton Soules, District 10; Josh Baugh, Express

News

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Castro called the meeting to order.

I. Approval of minutes from the November 16, 2011 Governance Committee

Meeting

Councilmember Taylor moved to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2011 Governance

Committee Meeting as submitted. Councilmember Bernal seconded the motion. Motion carried

unanimously.

II. Items requiring Individual Briefing(s)

a. Briefing and discussion on CCR from Council District 10 related to

possible City Charter amendment regarding Council vacancies

Michael D. Bernard, City Attorney

Michael Bernard reported that Councilmember Carlton Soules submitted a Council

Consideration Request asking the City Council call a Charter Amendment Election in May,

2012. He stated that the proposed amendment would modify the current process by which the

City fills a vacancy. The amendment would provide that the City Council hold a special

election when the unexpected term of a vacant office has more than 270 days in the term.

Councilmember Soules informed the Committee that the intent of the proposed request was to

address the issue of election versus appointment to fill a Council Vacancy that has more than 270

days remaining on the term. He stated that City Council Request (CCR) also requests that the

current process to fill a vacancy by City Council appointment remain in effect if the unexpired

term of the vacated office is less than 270 days. Mayor Castro spoke in support of the proposed

request and stated that it was long overdue.
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Melinda Uriegas, Elections Manager, reported that the Office of the City Clerk recommended the

following Charter Amendments: A) 45 business days to verify petitions in place of the current 20

days; and B) Allow 20 days to verify supplemental petitions from the current 10 days

requirement.

Mayor Castro spoke in support of the 45 business days for verification and stated that he would

need additional time to review the petition supplementation revision.

Councilmember Bernal spoke in support of the 45 business days for petition verification and

requested additional details regarding petition supplementation.

Mayor Castro recommended a B Session presentation in February 2012 regarding the petition

supplementation charter amendment proposed.

Councilmember Bernal moved to forward said item to a "B" Session for Council consideration.

Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously by those present.

III. Consideration of items for future meetings

a. Next Meeting Scheduled: February 15, 2012

IV. Adjourn

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

ATTEST:

Mayor

/. Vafek, TRMJZ/MMC

City Clerk
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