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CITY COUNCIL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes

March 4, 2009

2:00 p.m.

Media Briefing Room

I

Council Present:

Staff Present:

Others Present:

Mayor Phil Hardberger, Chair

Councilmember Mary Alice Cisneros, District 1

Councilmember Delicia Herrera, District 6

Councilmember Justin Rodriguez, District 7

Councilmember John Clamp, District 10

Pat DiGiovanni, Deputy City Manager, Sharon De La Garza,

Assistant City Manager, Michael Bernard, City Attorney; Leticia

Vacek, City Clerk; Fernando DeLeon, Purchasing and

Development Services Assistant Director; Bill Mattox, Finance

Assistant Director; Gabriel Garcia, City Attorney's Office; Camila

Kunau, City Attorney's Office; Mona Gamez, City Manager's

Office; Carri Wiggins, Office of the City Clerk; Mandy Milam,

Office ofthe City Clerk

Councilmember Diane Cibrian, District 8; Chuck Saxer, North-side

Neighborhoods for Organized Development (NNOD) President;

Stephanie Bocanegra, SA WS; Byron Gipson, SA WS; Bobby Perez;

Representing BexarMet; Mike Lopez, BexarMet

I

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Hardberger called the meeting to order.

I. Approval of minutes from the meeting of February 4, 2009

Councilmember Cisneros moved to approve the minutes of February 4, 2009 as submitted.

Councilmember Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously by those present.

II. Items requiring individual briefing(s)

A. Presentation by staff regarding a request from Councilmembers John G. Clamp,

District 10, and Louis E. Rowe, District 9, requesting a resolution from the City

that supports all efforts of local agencies and government officials towards the

acquisition of Bexar Metropolitan Water District (BexarMet) assets and

responsibilities. Presented by Bill Mattox.

Mr. Mattox stated that Council had directed staff to work with the City Attorney's Office and

SAWS to draft a resolution supporting SAWS as a solution to the issues surrounding BexarMet.

He stated that a resolution had been drafted and provided same to the Committee for review.
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Mayor Hardberger questioned the necessity of said item noting that SAWS was not interested in

purchasing BexarMet and BexarMet was not interested in being purchased.

Councilmember Herrera entered the meeting at this time.

Councilmember Clamp stated that the City had a responsibility to all citizens of San Antonio. He

said that the intent of the proposed resolution was to make it known that if an opportunity arose for

SAWS to aid in providing services; that opportunity would be supported by the City. This would

be supported so long as it did not negatively affect SAWS. Mr. Mattox highlighted Sections 1-3 of

the resolution and noted that it did not direct SAWS to take action. He added that it was of interest

to the City of San Antonio to ensure water services were provided to all citizens.

Ms. Bocanegra concurred with the Mayor and stated that SAWS' position was that they would

not participate in discussions to purchase BexarMet unless directed to do so through the

legislative process. She added that SAWS would have to evaluate their customer base to ensure

that services would not be compromised.

Mr. Perez respectfully disagreed with City staff and SAWS. He stated that the memorandum and

resolution was unflattering and that the supporting documentation was out of date. He

referenced a bill filed by Senator Carlos Uresti regarding a conservatorship mechanism,

reformation of the Oversight Committee, and reporting mechanisms. He requested that no action

be taken on said item.

Councilmember Clamp asked of other bills that had been filed. Mr. Perez stated that a second

bill had been filed by Representative Jose Menendez to eliminate BexarMet and give it to the

County, but there had been no official response to it. Councilmember Clamp requested a

timeframe for entering the conservatorship. Mr. Perez replied that if a bill were passed it would

go into effect in September. He stated that BexarMet was requesting a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) to implement a conservatorship process before legislation occurs.

Councilmember Clamp stated that he would accept tabling said item and allowing the legislative

process to proceed. Councilmember Rodriguez noted his support for tabling said item.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to take no action on said item and allow the legislative process

to continue. Councilmember Herrera seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

B. Amending Chapter 2 of the City Code entitles "Administration" by amending

Article XI entitled "Boards and Commissions" which governs the creation and

operation of Boards and Commissions created by City Council, and amending any

related ordinances, as requested by Councilmembers Justin Rodriguez, District 7;

Delicia Herrera, District 6; and Mary Alice P. Cisneros, District 1. Presented by

Leticia Vacek.

Ms. Vacek noted that said item had been vetted by the Ad-Hoc Subcommittee on Boards and

Commissions. Councilmember Rodriguez reported that at their last meeting, they had reviewed

verbiage with the City Attorney's Office. He stated that these housekeeping changes would not

impact the rolls and responsibilities of committee members. Councilmember Herrera added that
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the Subcommittee would be reviewing issues with more controversial boards and commissions in

the future such as the Electrical Board and others.

Councilmember Rodriguez moved to approve said item. Councilmember Cisneros seconded the

motion. Motion carried unanimously.

III. Council Consideration Requests

A. Consideration of a request by Councilmembers Diane G. Cibrian, District 8, and

Mary Alice P. Cisneros, District 1, requesting that the Department of

Development Services dedicate the name of San Angelo Boulevard, between

Capital Avenue and Blanco Road, to Viola Barrios Way.

StaffRecommendation: Refer tofull Councilfor Consideration.

Mr. DeLeon stated that the name Viola Barrios Way would be honorary and the official name

would remain San Angelo Boulevard. He noted that staff recommendation was to approve.

Councilmember Cibrian noted that Viola Barrios had been a resident of District 8, but the

community would like to honor her by naming the street in front of Los Barrios restaurant after

her. She spoke of Ms. Barrios' history and noted that her restaurant had received international

acclaim. Councilmember Cisneros noted that Los Barrios restaurant fell within her district and

added that Ms. Barrios had been very involved in charitable works and her family continues to

contribute to the community.

Councilmember Cisneros moved to forward said item to the full Council. Councilmember

Rodriguez seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

IV. Consideration of items for future meetings

No items addressed.

V. Adjourn

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:31 pm.

ATTEST:

Mayor

Leticia M. Vacek

City Clerk
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