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July 28, 1953 

S;SCIAL I~EETING 04' 'criE CITY COU ~CIL 
OF THE CITY OF 3M; AET nIO tfFLD IN 
TH": COU~CIL C:1AT'1j~ OF T.W, CITY HALL 
ON TUPSDAY JULY 28, 1953 AT 9 : 00 A. '1 . 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tern Henry B. Gonzalez . 

PllFSENT : SchF'rlen, Stevens, ,jhearer, R. 1 . \vhit C' , Easley , Lester, Gonzalez; 

ABSENT: A. C. ~fhite , Russell . 

I NVOCArION : Rev . John Daniel Brown 

The Clerk read the Call of the Ivleeting as follows : 

Hr . J . Frank Gallagher 
City Clerk 
San Ant~nio, lexas 

Dear Sir: 

Under authority vested in me by the Charter of the 
City, I hereby request th~t you call a S 'ecial ~eeting of the 
City Council, required for the good of t he City of San Antoni0 
and to consider a Puhlic Assistance Pro~ra~, to convene at 
9:00 A . ~: . on the 28th day of July, 1953 in the Council ehamber 
of the City Hall ,of the City of an ~ntonio . 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ Henry B. Gonzalez 
r1ayor Pro- Tern 

Honorable Mayor and } embers of the Council 
City ~f San Antonio, Texas 

Gentlemen: ".r.o 

Pursuant to a written request filed by Hayor Pro-Tern 
Henry B. Gonzalez you are hereby called into a LJpec i al Session 
of the City Council to be held in the City Council Chamber in 
the City Hall at 9:00 A.H. on the 28th day of July 1953 to 
consider a public assistance program. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ J . Frank ~allagher 
City Clerk. 

Receipt of notice of a~ove Special l1eeting of the City Council 
of the City of San ntonio is hereby acknowledged . 

/s/ R. L. Lester /s/ Emil O. Scherlen 

/s/ Thelma Stevens /s/ Raymond R. Russell z Jr . 

/s/ Ralph V. Easley /s/ H. J . Shearer 

/s/ li . N. l'.Jhite Jr . /s/ Henry '3 . Gonzalez 

After a brief discussion it was decided that the proponents of the matter of 

creating a Depart~ent of Public Assistance should open the discussion to be followed by the 

opponents , each to have an equal a.'TI.ount of ti~e . 

Mr. Gunther Orsinger opened the discussion with the statement that relief work has r eached 

such stupendous proportions t~at the private agencies cannot cope with it and they are compelled to 

look to the Zovernment for lightening of the load. 

His Organization, the Community Chest is making proposals as follows : 

PR "POSALS '1'0 TH5 SAN Il.NTOFIO crrr COUNCIL 

The following proposals are presented in behalf of the aged , the chronically ill , the permanently 
handicapped , and otherwise needy residents of San Antonio and also the charitable agencies of our 
community and approximately l ~O ,OOO contributors who provide the funds for their assistance . 

1 . -'Te appear t " report that the nU'11ber of s uch needy residents and the amount of their needs have 
reached such proportions that they can no longer be dealt vJith adequately by voluntary contributions 
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raised through the Community Ghest. Contrary to normal experience, the number of person in need of 
assistance has continued to mount through the SQ~1er months . BudgQted for use for this purpose by 
the family service agencies of the Chest is an amount of ~228 , ooo as of the beginning of this year. 
Due to the increasing numbprs in need of help the Board of Directors of the Community Chest has found 
it necessary during the first 6~ months to expend more than l30,OOO in excess of this budgeted amount . 

2 . The heart of the problem confronting needy persons and the charita~le agencies of SanAntonio is 
the fact that neither the City of San Antonio nor Bexar County are equipped to appropriate and 
a~~inister local tax funds to care for the chronically ill and long- time or permanently needy persons 
of this community. Although this is a responsibility that is assumed by local ·governments elsewhere 
the charitable agencies in 0an Antonio have accepted this responsibility and have been able to meet 
it with reasonable adequacy during r ecent years of high prosperity. In order to care for such person, 
however, theresources of these agencies have been spread exceedingly thin . We have now reached a time 
when such persons are absorbing the full resources of the agencies and are leaving no funds with which 
to meet the short- time emergency needs of families in which there is illness or other reasons requiring 
assistance . 

3. It is the pro~osal of this committee that the City Council establish the necessary machinery for the 
administration of local tax funds and consider the appropriation of such f unds and their administration as 
a normal activity of the government . 

Such action would be in line vlith the established practice of other large cittes and the counties of this 
state and throughout the nation . In the city of Houston, for the current year for instance , p387 , 000 
has been appropriated for this purpose for 1953 . In Dallas, ~180 , 000 has been appropriated for this 
purpose . I~ Addition t here has been appropriated by Ha~ris County ~193 , oon and by Dallas County 3.180 , 000 
for t his general faMily a s istance and welfare work . The Conmunity Chests in the same cities are 
providing through voluntary r.haritahle agencies for the short-time emergency kind of assistance amounts 
th~t are approximately double the grants now being provided the agencies in San Antonio and whicb in 
t his co~~unity must care for all persons in need of care . 

4 . 'fe do not propose that tax f mds be appropriated to the Cormnunity Ch~st or to any of its ~e!:1ber 
agencies . Tle do request th3.t in line "'lith the established traditions of local government throughout 
the country and in line with the authority placed upon you under the city charter of San Antonio , that 
you establish as part of the city government the ~achinery that you may find necessary to deal with 
the needs of the needy residents of this com .. '11unity and t hat the needs of these person be given 
consi. ieration as you plan your budget and your administraLion of the other res ponsibilities of the 
cit government . We have drawn up for you cons id~ration ordinances whi ch define the categories of 
of person whose care is a proper responsibility of local govern~ent and also for the establishment of 
a department through which such care can be administered . 
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Mr . Ors~Dger th~n 'prese9ted Rabbi David Jacobs on, representing the Community Welfare CounCil , 
i ho s aid t ,'L-h.¥Sa ,." Antonto is $~ on' .1! city of over 100, 000 residents in the countr y which does not 
have a public welfare agency" . ... ~ ;: 

=-fe .... ras fo Ilm·Jed by rll'r . David Thrift , representing the Fani ly 'lelfare AS SOCiation, and vlho stated 

that his orn;anization lv-as "being overtaxed and its budget .iOuld not meet the demand. 

Rev. Paul Ehlinger, head of the Catholic ~ elfare organiz2tion fo'lo Ned and cited cases which 

sho'(J-1 what a drain is being made u'Jon their fU'lds by increased population • 

?1r . D. G. Williams , a Chest director, speaking for the ~ai road unions also showed what private 

organizations 1.Jere doing . They cannot undprstand lvhy San ntonio has fal.len so far behind in care f'o r 

the needy. 

Hr . Alonzo Perales speaking for Guadalupe Center read an editorial from the Alamo Register 

ent Ltled, liThe ShoH Down!! . 

Hr . Robert D. O' Callaghan, spoke for the Salvation Arny, stating that their load is becoming 

larger and larger . 

,ir . Theo iieiss summarized the case for Public Assistance and assured the Gouncil that unless 

action is take people will starve . 

Rev. John Daniel Brown, of Harlandale Ba~tist Church, speaking for fifty Saptist churches in 

San Antoni o stated he was firmly opposed to any such methods as it was strictly socialistic . First , 

the City does not have therroney. Second, rhis is an economy administration. Third, The whole plan 

is to get a foot in the door . Sixth, All cities do not have such plans , Seventh, 9% of our contribu-

tions to the Community Chest go for overhead . ffi recommended that we get out and raise the money by 

popular subscription. 

I 
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Hr. John C. Hoyo, President"? 6f, theJ.·ax Pay.ers League of San Antonio , said the whole problem 

is shall \..re em 1::a.rk on a new and untried policy for San Antonio . He stated that the acts 

contemplated would be unconstitutional and he cited many legal cases and points. He stated that 

if this plan was started in a matter of 5 year the city 1'JOld have the whole thing on its hands 

and the Commu qity Chest and such would have shifted the entire burden . • 

Hr . Robert Duncan then spoke as a private individual as did his vTife . 

Mr . Thurman Bar 1~ett said that he believed that the people represent ing the proponents were 

more from Terrell Hills , Al&~o Heights and Olmos Park than from the City. He said the municipalities ·, 
"- . .... ~ i~.,: " • 

should be compelled to do their part before San Antonio as a City is called upon . 

I1rs . Henrietta Pyle spoke against the proposition and she put it "in defense of the little 

home owners . 1! 

Mr . ~eiss then spoke in rebuttal and said there was no politics and no bigotry in their 

plan and no hard feeling . 

:r~r . Bonm said this proposal if adopted would become an octopus on the body politic . 

Mr . Scherlen then moved that the Council take the matter under advisement and study it 

thoroughly before any further action is taken . The motion was unanimously carr ied . 

Mr . Scherlen then moved that the Council adjourn and the motion was carried unanimously. 

APPROVH.:D : 

J~ Jl. 
MAY 0 R .. 

ATTEST : 
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