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AN ORDINANCE 

REVISING THE BILLBOARD REGULATIONS OF THE 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO; RE-INDEXING ALL SECTIONS 

OF CHAPTER 34 OF THE CITY CODE; ESTABLISHING 
NKw PROVISIONS FOR INSURANCE AND BOND 

REQUIREMENTS; SETTING OUT THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OB'rAINING A LICENSE AND A PERMIT; DETAILING 

A VARIANCE PROCEDURE; AND ESTABLISHING A FINE 
No'r TO EXCEED $200.00 A DAY FOR EACH AND 

EVERY DAY THA'r THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
ORDINANCE AND ACCOMPANYING ATTACHMENTS 
ARE VIOLATED. 

* * * * * 

L 

WHEREAS, in December 1982, Council directed Staff to revise the City's 
billboard regulations; and 

WHEREAS, in February 1983, Staff 
private citizens representing both 
interests to assist in the revision; 

formed a Committee composed of 
neighborhood and sign industry 

and 

WHEREAS, Council has considered the amendments to Chapter 34 of the 
City Code; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City of San Antonio to 
revise the Sign and Billboard Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, Staff and the Citizens who worked on the document recommend 
its approval, NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO THAT: 

SECTION 1. The attached revisions and approved amendments thereto to 
Chapter 34 of the San Antonio City Code which revise the billboard 
regulations of the City, re-index all sections of the Chapter, 
establish new provisions for insurance and bond requirements, set out 
requirements for obtaining a license and permit, and detail variance 
procedures, are hereby adopted in full. 

SECTION 2. Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
ordinance and accompanying attachments shall, upon conviction, be 
fined a sum not exceeding Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00); and each day 
and every day that the provisions of this ordinance and accompanying 
attachments are violated shall cons ti tute a separa te and di stinct 
offense. This penalty is in addition to and cumulative of, any other 
remedies available at law and equity. 

SECTION 3. Ordinance 57937 which extends Ordinance 57337 limiting the 
number of billboard permits which can be issued to billboard companies 
employing licensed billboard operators on a monthly basis, expires 
March 22, 1984; therefore an emergency is hereby declared requiring 
this ordinance to become effective at once. Upon passage of this 
Ordinance by a vote of at least (8) members of the City Council of the 
City of San Antonio it shall be effective from and after the date of 
its passage as made and provided by the city Charter of the City of 
San Antonio. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on this the tl. 1." L day of --'~...Lrn-+",~,,",uN=-~_, 1984, 

ac ; .. 

ATT",~~ .• ~/ W15 Cl.ty Clerk 

R 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
C1:ty ttorney / 84-13 
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Section 34-1 Title 

CHAPTER 34 

ARTICLE I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

This Chapter of the City Code shall be known and may be referred to as the 

Sign and Billboard Ordinance of the City of San Antonio. 

Section 34-2 Purpose 

A. In enacting these regulations, special notice has been taken of the 

often competing viewpoints of citizens and the sign industry; 

particularly that portion of the industry engaged in billboard 

operations . Frequently, the c itizens' right to an unobstructed view 

has been pitted against the right of the sign industry and its clients 

to do business; promoting a "winner take all situation" in resolving 

conflicts. This ordinance has been designed to protect and accommodate 

both concerns. As such, it has inevitably, and properly, led to some 

forms of compromise . In arriving at these compromises, every possible 

consideration has been afforded the public interest, individual 

property and business rights, and the need for signs and outdoor 

advertising. Compromise obviously implies mutual concessions and/or 

losses; it also suggests, and this ordinance has been developed in ~1at 

spirit, mutual gains and benefits. It is , further, the intent of this 

ordinance that its burdens and benefits be fairly and rationally 

distributed among all parties involved. 
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B. Throughout this chapter, subsections prefaced "Corrunentary" have been 

inserted below individual sections of the t ext. Each Commentary is 

intended as an official statement of legislative finding or purpose. 

Whenever a section or subsection is deemed to require clarification, 

explanation of intent, or further elaborat ion, a Corrunentary has been 

included. These Corrunentaries have been legislatively adopted together 

with the more formal t ext of the ordinance . They are intended as a 

guide to the adminis tration and interpretation of the ordinance, and 

shall be treated in that fashion. 

C. This ordinance serves a dual purpose : 

1. TO protect the public health, safety and welfare by setting 

standards for: 

a. The construction and erec tion of billboards and other types of 

signs . 

b . Insuring the safe construction, el ectrical connection and 

safetyof all signs covered under this ordinance. 

c. Carrying or transporting signs over publ ic thoroughfares. 

d. Ascertaining that all billboard and commercial sign operators 

are properly licensed , insured, and bonded; and 

2. TO enhance the aesthetics and attractiveness of the City of San 

Antonio for its citizens and visitors by: 

a. Establishing standards for the spacing of billboards, maximum 

sign facings, and maximum billboard height. 
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b. Relating billboards to the approved Major Thoroughfare plan. 

c. Protecting Historic Districts and the ambiance of municipal parks 

(and those County Parks within the City limits) from further 

intrusion by billboards. 

Section 34-3 Jurisdiction 

The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to the entire area 

within the corporate limits of the City of San Antonio. Letters or 

figures on a window, door or Awning are not addressed by this ordinance. 

Section 34-4 Classification of Signs 

The following classes of signs, as defined in Article II, are governed by 

this chapter . 

Temporary Signs 

Wall Signs 

Projecting Signs 

Pole Signs 

Roof Signs 

Billboards 

Portable Signs 

Special Signs 

El ectric Signs 

Commercial Signs 

Official Signs 

Back to back Signs 

V-type signs 
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Section 34-5 Posting Signs, Bills, etc. , On Public Property 

No perscn shall affix a sign or bill by any means whatscever to any public 

building, property, or thing belonging to the City or to any other public 

entity without the approval of that authority . This prohibition shall 

extend alsc to posting bills within City parks or to trees on public 

rights of way. However , this section shall not be construed to prevent 

any public offical from post ing a governmental sign or bill for a public 

purpose. 

Section 34-5 Posting Bills , etc ., On Private Premises 

No perscn shall affix a sign or bill by any means whatsoever to any 

private property without having first obtained the written permiss ion of 

the owner or his or her agents. 

Section 34-7 Carrying Or Transporting Signs 

It shall be unlawful to car ry or transport by any means, or cause to be sc 

carried or transported, any sign in excess of thiry-two (32) square feet 

in area , without the approval of the Di rector of Building Inspections . 

This proviSion shall not apply to a sign on a veh icle which is used 

principally for a purpose other than advertising . 

Commentary : Company-owned vehicles which have the organization's name, 

logo, slogan, license no., etc . , painted on them are primarily means of 

transportation, not a advertising medium. Therefore , the proviSions of 

Section 34-7 do not apply to the automobile , truck, or van per se. 

- 4 -



Section 34-8 Violations; Penalties; Nuisance Signs; Removal; Reclaiming 

(A) Violations: failure to comply with the provis ions of this Chapter 

shall constitute a violation of the City Code of the City of San 

Antonio. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate 

violation and, consequently, a separate offense. 

(8) Penalties: Any person violating the provisions of this ordinance 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction, be 

punished by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

(C) Nuisances; Removal; Reclaiming: Any sign erected, altered, used, or 

maintained in violation of this chapter shall constitute a public 

nuisance. If the owner or operator fails to remove the sign within 

three (3) days after being notified in writing to do so, it may be 

removed by the City at the expense of the owner or the person 

erecting, using, or maintaining it. Any sign so removed shall be 

stored or impounded and shall not be returned t o the owner until all 

applicable charges are paid. If any sign remains unclaimed for a 

period of thirty (30) days after its removal, or if the removal and 

storage costs are not paid within the thirty day period, the City may 

destroy, sell, or otherwise dispose of the sign. 

Section 34-9 Signs Posted at Commercial parking Areas 

(A) Every commercial parking area, except those which are offered to the 

general public at no charge, shall be subject to the following notice 

provisions. 
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(8) The owner, agent, or lessee of a commercial parking area shall give 

notice of the conditions under which the area may be used at every 

entrance t o the commercial parking area. Such notice must be given 

orally or in writing and shall include : 

(1) A statement specifying those persons who may park in the area and 

prohibiting all others. 

(2) The rates charged for parking for in that area, and the te rm of 

parking applicable to those rates , if the facility is offered to 

the general public. 

(3) The location at which unauthorized vehicles are to be towed and 

stored; the name and telephone number of the operator of the 

parking area, or the name and telephone number of the party 

charged with removing unautho r ized vehicles. 

(e) Written notice required by this section shall be plainly visible to 

the public, and all lettering on the sign must be at least three (3) 

inches high. 

Section 34-10 Severability 

If for any reason, anyone or more Sections of this Chapter are held 

legally invalid, such judgment shall not prejudice, affect, impair 

or invalidate the remaining Sections of the Chapter or the Chapter as 

as a whole, but shall be confined to the specific Sections, sentences, 

clauses or part of this Chapter held legally invalid. 
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Section 34-11 Definition of Terms 

ARTICLE II 
DEFINITIONS 

(A) When used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings 

indicated below: 

(1) Advertising Benches - Any bench providing seating to the general 

public without charge, which may bear advertising. Advertising 

benches are not regulated by ti1is Chapter. 

(2) Bill - Advertising poster or handbill. 

(3) Billboard Operator - Any person licensed by the Electrical 

Examining and Supervisi ng Board to install, erect , service, 

maintain, alter, repair or demolish billboards. 

(4) Board - Unless otherwise stated, the term "Board" when used in 

this Chapter shall refer to the Electrical Examining and 

Supervising Board. 

(5) Commercial Sign Operator - Any person licensed by the Electrical 

Examining and Supervising Board to install, erect , service, 

maintain, alter, repa ir or demolish commercial signs. 

(6) Cultural Facilities - Establishments such as museums, art 

galleries, public libraries and community centers, botanical and 

zoological gardens, and theaters for performing arts, which, 

although they may charge an admission fee, are essentially 

non-profit and are principally funded through public expenditures, 

foundation grants, and/or donations. 
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(7) Cutouts - An industry term referring to reproductions of that 

portion of the graphic elements of a Billboard which project 

beyond the normal limits of the advertising face to dramatize the 

copy and the advertising message. 

(8) Developer, Residential - One who is engaged in the business of 

assembling , preparing, and promoting land for residential real 

estate development. A developer may, or may not, actually be 

involved in residential construction; i.e., homebuilding. 

(9) Director - For purposes of this Chapter the term "Director" shall 

refer to the Director of Building Inspections. 

(10) Embellishments - Any feature such as a cutout, neon or plastic 

letters, clock, electric device, and space extension, which is 

added to an outdoor advertising structure. 

(11) Fireproof Structure - A sign constructed entirely of steel members 

including structural support for the sign face. The sign face and 

it support members may be constructed of wooden or metal panels. 

(12) Historic Area - A district or zone designated by City Oouncil or a 

unit of the state or federal govenment, within which the 

buildings, structures, appurtenances and places are of basic and 

vital importance because of their association with history, or 

because of their unique architectural style and scale. An 

historic area may also be a part of, or related to, a square, 

park, or other area; the design of which should be preserved 

and/or developed according to a fixed plan based on cultural, 

- 8 -



historical, or architectural motives or purposes. 

(13) Historical Building - Any building or structure which is 

officially designed as historically or architecturally Significant 

by a unit of local, state, or federal government. 

(14) Park - A publicly owned tract of land designated and used by the 

public for active and/or passive recreation. 

(15) Practical Experience - The term "practical experience" when used 

in this ordinance shall be defined as performing work with, but 

not limited to , the following: hand tools and equipment, welding 

equipment, hole diggers, cranes, and other equipment used in the 

installation of and/or the construction of signs. 

(16) May - when the word "May" is used in the Chapter it implies 

permissiveness and connotes a non-mandatory action. 

(17) Neighborhood - A distinct segment of the communi ty, usually 

consisting of essentially similar housing stock, whose boundaries 

are defined by physical barriers such as major arterial streets 

and railroads and/or natural features such as creeks and rivers. 

(18) Shall - Where the word "shall" is used within this chapter: it 

connotes a mandator:y action. 

(19) Sign - Any object, device, display or structure, or part thereof , 

situated outdoors or indoors, which is used to advertise , 

identify, display, direct, or: attract attention to an object, 

person, institution, or:ganization, business, product, service, 

event or location by any means, including words, letters, figures, 
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design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination or projected 

images . The foregoing enumeration of signs shall not be considered 

to be exclusive. The term "sign" shall include all other devices 

or structures as may reasonably be included under it; whether 

attached or unattached . 

commentary: This definition excludes all national or state flags, 

non-electric window displays, graffiti, athletic scoreboards, and 

the official announcements or signs of government. 

(20) Sign, Animated or Moving - Any sign, or part of a sign, which 

changes physical position by any movement or rotation or which 

gives the visual impression of such movement or rotation. 

(21) Sign Area - The entire advertising area of a sign excluding any 

framing, trim, or moulding and the supporting structure. 

(22) Sign, Awning, Canopy or Marquee - A sign that is mounted or 

painted on, or attached to, an ~wning, canopy, or marquee that is 

otherwise permitted by ordinance. 

(23) Sign, Back to Back - A structure containing two (2) parallel signs 

whose faces are oriented in opposite directions and are spaced no 

more than 10 feet apart . 

(24)Sign, Billboard - Any outdoor sign, description, device, 

figure, painting , drawing, message, placard, poster, structure 

or thing, except those advertisements placed on benches provided 

for the convenience of public transit patrons, which directs the 

- 10 -



attention of the traveling public to a business, commodity, 

service , or entertainment, conducted, sold or offered at a 

location other than the premises on which the sign is located. 

(25) Sign Commercial - A sign which directs attention to a business, 

product, service or activity which is conducted upon the premises 

where such sign is located. 

(26) Sign, Electric - Any sign on which letters, figures, designs, or 

messages are formed or outl ined by electric illumination, or by a 

transparent or translucent medium which is electrically 

illuminated, whether the illuminating device is contained within 

or on the sign, all outside building outlining, and interim 

decorative displays and gas tube window outlining . 

Commentary: Signs illuminated by electric lights which are not 

attached to the sign, and signs which are lighted by flood lights 

or projectors, are not classified as electric signs within the 

meaning of this chapter. Any portable sign that has electrical 

components a~tached, connected to, or part of the sign, or 

support, whether electrified or not, shall be considered an 

electric sign and all provisions of this ordinance pertaining to 

electric signs shall apply. 

(27) Sign, Face - The area or display surface used for the message. 

(28) Sign, Flashing - Any directly or indirectly illuminated sign which 

exhibits changing natural or artifical light or color effects by 

any means whatsoever. 
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(29) Sign, Governmental - A sign erected and maintained pursuant to and 

in discharge of any govermental functions, or required by law, 

ordinance or other governmental regulation. 

(30) Sign, Nonconforming - A sign which was lawful prior to the 

adoption or revision, or amendment of this ordinance, but which 

fails, by reason of such adoption, revision, or amendment, to 

conform to the present requirements of this Chapter. 

(31) Signs, OVerhanging - A sign which is suspended over a sidewalk, 

street, or other public right of way. An overhanging sign mayor 

may not be a projecting sign. 

(32) Sign, Pole - A sign that is mounted on a free standing pole or 

other support. 

(33) Sign, Political - A temporary sign annoucing or supporting 

political candidates or issues in connection with any national, 

state or local election. 

(34) Sign, Portable - Any sign designed or constructed to be easily 

moved from one location to another, including signs mounted upon 

or designed to be mounted on a trailer, wheeled carrier, or other 

nonmotorized mobile structure. A portable sign which has its 

wheels removed shall still be considered a portable sign. The 

term "nonelectr ic portable sign" shall mean any portable sign 

which does not have any electrical components. 
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(35) Sign , projecting - A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon 

a building for support and which projects more than twelve (12) 

inches from such building. 

(36) Sign, Real Estate - A sign pertaining to the sale or lease of the 

premises, or a portion of the premises, on which the sign is 

located. 

(37) Sign , Roof - A sign that is mounted on, and is wholly supported 

by, the roof of a building and which projects above the point of a 

building with a flat roof; the cave line of a building with a 

gambrel, gable, or hip roof; or the deck of a building with a 

mansard roof. 

(38) Sign, Temporary - Any noncommercial, not for private profit sign, 

the use of which is limited to a period of sixty (60) consecutive 

days, and which meets the requirements set forth in Section 34-33. 

Signs utilized for a longer period must conform to all 

requirements set forth by this Chapter for permanent signs. 

(39) Sign V-Type - A structure composed of two (2) signs with the faces 

oriented in opposing directions and in the shape of the letter 

"V"; provided, however, that only one (1) face can be viewed from 

anyone direction. 

(40) Sign , Wall - A sign fastened to, or painted on , the wall of a 

building or structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the 

supporting structure for, or forms the background surface of, the 

sign and which does not project more than twelve (12) inches from 

such building or structure. 

(41) Zone - The term "zone" as used in this chapter shall refer to one 
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of the standard Zoning Classifications established in Chapter 42 

(Zoning Ordinance) of the City Code. 
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ARTICLE III 
LICENSING 

Section 34-12 Billboard Operator's License 

(A) All persons engaging in the business of erecting, installing, 

servicing or maintaining billboards or any other off-premise 

advertising sign shall, for purposes of this chapter , be considered 

Billboard Operators and must be licensed to do business by the City of 

San Antonio. 

(B) Before a Billboard Operator's License may be issued, each person 

seeking such a license shall be required to file an application for 

examination with the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board; 

therequired examination fee shall accompany the application. 

(C) Prior to taking the examination, each applicant must demonstrate to 

the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board an ability to read and 

write English, and show proof of at least four (4) years practical 

experience at the trade workdsfing under a Billboard Operator. The 

applicant shall also submit to the Board an affidavit , duly sworn, 

setting forth his experience; proof of that experience shall be 

included with the affidavit. 

(0) The examination fee for a Billboard Operator's License shall be as 

establ ished by City Council, a schedule of fees shall be posted in the 

offices of the Department of Building Inspections. An additional fee 

shall be charged any time a re-examination is necessary. 

(E) If the applicant scores seventy five percent (75%) or better on the 

Billboard Operator's examination he shall be awarded a certificate by 
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the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board. After he has paid an 

annual license fee, the Board may issue the applicant a Billboard 

Operator's License. 

Commentary: With the effective date of passage of this ordinance the 

"Special Billposter's License" is eliminated. Any individual holding a 

valid Special Billposters License when this revision is enacted shall be 

granted a Billboard Operator's License upon the expiration of the Bill

poster's License. 

Section 34-13 Commercial Sign Operator License 

(A) Any person engaged in the business of erecting, painting, maintaining 

or servicing commercial signs must be licensed as a Commercial Sign 

Operator by the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board. 

(B) Before a Commercial Sign Operator's License may be issued, the person 

seeking such license must file an application for examination with the 

Electrical Examining and Supervising Board; the required examination 

fee shall accompany the application. 

(C) No applicant will be allowed to take the test unless he has 

demonstrated to the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board the 

ability to read and write English, and can show proof of not less than 

four (4) years practical experience working under a Commercial Sign 

Operator at the trade. The applicant shall also submit to the Board 

an affidavit, duly sworn, setting forth his experience; proof of that 

experience shall be included with the affidavit. 
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(D) The fee for the Oommerical Sign Operator's License shall be as 

established by City Oouncil for the inital examination; 

re-examinations, if necessary, will also require a separate fee each 

time the test is administered. 

(E) If the applicant scores seventy-five percent (75%) or better on the 

Commercial Sign Operator's Examination he shall be awarded a 

certificate by the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board. After 

he has paid an annual license fee, the Board may issue the applicant 

aCommercial Sign Operator's License . 

Commentary: The previously used term "Commercial Sign Erector" has 

been changed to "Commercial Sign Operator." All requirements for the 

license remain unchanged. 

Section 34-14 Term of Licenses 

All licenses covered by this Chapter shall continue in full force from the 

date of issuance until the end of the City's fiscal year, and may be 

renewed annually thereafter, without examination, unless the license has 

been suspended for cause. The license holder must renew his or her 

l i cense within thirty (30) days of the beginning of the City's fiscal year 

or the license shall be declared in default and the holder shall be 

subject to re- examination. 

Section 34-15 Performance Bond Required 

(A) Before a person holding a Billboard Operator's or Commercial Sign 

Operator's license (i.e., the licensee) shall be issued a sign permit, 

he or she must have first posted a Performance Bond in the amount of 

$5 , 000. The licensee agrees that a Performance Bond will be provided 
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annually to the City no later than thirty (30) days prior to the 

expiration of the Performance Bond currently in force . The 

Performance Bond shall insure the full and faithfull performance by 

the licensee of all the covenants, terms, and conditions of the 

Building Code of the City of San Antonio, and stands as security for 

payment by the license holder of all valid claims by the City. 

Section 34-16 Insurance and Indemnification 

(A) All persons holding a Billboard or Commercial Sign Operator's License 

shall agree to indemnify and hold harmless, the City of San Antonio, 

its members, agents, officers and employees , their successors and 

assigns, individually or collectively, from and against all liability 

for any fines, claims, suits, demands, action or causes of action of 

any kind and nature including, but not limited to , personal injury or 

death, and property damage, in any way arising out of or resulting 

from any activity or operation of the licensee. This indemnification 

shall include the issuance of the Billboard Operator's or Commerce 

Sign Operator's License . The license holder shall pay all expenses 

incurred in defending against any such claims made against the City; 

provided, however, that the license holder shall not be liable for any 

injury, damage , or loss caused by the sole negligence or willful 

misconduct of the City, its agents or employees. The Licensee and the 

City shall give prompt and timely notice of any claim made, or suit 

instituted, which, in any way affects or might affect either party. 
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(B) Subject to the license holder's right to maintain reasonable 

deductibles in such amounts as are approved by the City, tile licensee 

shall procure and maintain at his own expense, the following types and 

amounts of insurance. 

A. Worker' Compensation and 
Employers' Liability 

B. Comprehensive General (Public) 
Llability to include (but not 
limited to) the following: 

1) premises/Operations 
2) Independent Contractors 
3) Personal Injury 
4) Products/Completed Operations 
5) Contractual Liability 
6) Explosion, Collapse and 

Underground Property Damage 

C. Comprehensive Automobile 
Liability - to include 
coverage for: 

1) Owned/Leased Automobiles 
2) Non-Owned Automobiles 
3) Hired Cars 

Amount 

Statutory 
$ 100,000 Each Accident 

Combined Single Limit for 
Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage: $ 300,000 

(or its equivalent) 

Combined Single Limit for 
Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage: $ 300 ,000 
(or its equivalent) 

(C) The licensee further agrees that with respect to the required 

insurances, the City shall: 

1. Be named as additional insured/or insured, as its interest may 

appear. 

2. Be provided with a Waiver of Subrogat ion. 

3. Be provided with thirty (30) days advance notice, in writing, of 

cancel lation or material change. 
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4. Be provided with Certificates of Insurance evidencing the required 

insurances, prior to the commencement of the City's fiscal year 

notices and Certificates of Insurance shall be provided to the 

Director of Building Inspections and the City Clerk. 

(D) Should a person holding a license sever employment connections with a 

firm which is jointly covered by the same insurance, a new certificate 

showing proper coverage will be required of both parties. 

(E) Insurance that cancels or renews at periods other than the annual 

license renewal date will require new evidence to show that the 

license holder is maintaining proper coverage. 

Section 34-17 Bond Recovery and Disposition 

The Director of Building Inspections shall report each violation of this 

Chapter to the City Attorney who shall immediately make demand on the 

performance bond holder and his sureties for the amount of liability for 

each offense. Should the performance bond holder default, the City 

Attorney shall file suit upon the bond for recovery of any amount due the 

City. All sums of money collected under the provisions of this section 

shall be deposited in the General Fund of the City of San Antonio. 

Section 34-18 Licenses Nontransferable 

No license covered by this Chapter shall be transferable, nor shall a 

license holder allow his name to be used by any other party for the 

purposes of doing work or obtaining a permit. Violations of this 

provision shall result in revocation of the license, and the holder shall 

be subject to all other penalties as established in the City Code. 

Section 34-19 License Revocation or Suspension 
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(A) The Electrical Examining and Supervising Board shall have the 

authority to suspend or revoke the certificate of license of any 

person who is found guilty of: 

(1) Any fraud or deceit in obtaining such license; 

(2) Securing sign permits in his or her name as a person authorized by 

law to do sign work and thereafter allowing a person without 

proper license to do the work, or 

(3) Gross negligence, incompetency, or misconduct in the performance 
of sign work which is addressed under the provisions of this 
chapter. 

(8) In determining the validity of such charges, the Electrical Examining 

and Supervising Board shall proceed upon the sworn information 

furnished by any individual who is of sound mind and legal age. The 

Board, whenever it deems the information sufficient to support further 

action on its part, shall convene a hearing to investigate the charges 

further. A copy of the Board's order convening the hearing shall be 

provided the accused, by registered mail, not less than fifteen (15) 

days prior to the date of the hearing. The accused may appear in 

person or be represented by counsel, or both, and present his defense 

to the Board. The City Attorney shall provide counsel to the Board. 

If the accused fails, or refuses, to appear , the Board may proceed to 

hear and determine the charge in his absence . If the accused pleads 

guilty, or if the Board , by a vote of six (6) or more of its members, 

find the charges to be true, the accused's license shall be suspended 

or revoked by the Board. 
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(C) When the Board has completed its hearing, it shall file a record of 

its finding and decision with the City Clerk and forward a certified 

copy of the finding and decision to the accused. 

(D) Any license grant ed under this chapter may be revoked or suspended by 

the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board if the holder of such 

license violates any provision of this code relating to the 

manufacture, installation, maintenance, demolition , or repair of any 

sign. If a license is revoked, the ex-license holder may not reapply 

for a license for a period of one (1) year. If the board determines 

to suspend a license, it shall make a determination on the length of 

that suspension. In no case, however, maya suspension period exceed 

180 days, nor be less than thirty (30) days. 

(E) It shall be unlawful for any person whose license has been suspended 

or revoked by the Board to engage in, or do , sign work for which a 

permit is required under this Chapter. 

(F) The hearing before the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board 

provides the accused license holder due process with which to resolve 

the issue. Any appeal from the decision of the Board shall be made to 

City Council by petition submitted to the City Clerk within seven (7) 

days of the date of approval of the minutes of the hearing. 
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ARTICLE IV 
PERMITS 

Section 34-20 Sign Permits Required 

(A) Unless specifically exempted, it shall be unlawful for any person to 

erect or alter any billboard or commercial sign without obtaining the 

proper permit from the Director of Building Inspections. 

(B) Exceptions to the permit requirement are; 

(1) Signs, not exceeding one (1) square foot of facing, attached to a 

residence or apartment building, stating only the name and 

occupation (if applicable) of the occupant. 

(2) Signs not exceeding fifteen (15) square feet of facing, composed 

of durable material, situated wholly upon private property and 

securely affixed to a building, fence , wall, or other permanent 

structure and having a frame or trim not more than three inches 

wide. This exemption shall not apply to any signs erected in the 

Riverwalk Area as defined in Article VII of this chapter. 

(3) Real estate signs, not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet used 

solely to advertise the sale of the premises upon which the sign 

is located. 

(4) Signs or markers used by a public utility holding a franchise from 

the City to designate bus stops, cab stands , etc. 

(5) Governmental signs 
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(6) Temporary signs as defined and regulated in this chapter, other 

than cloth banner signs, not exceeding forty-eight (48) square 

feet. 

Section 34-21 Application For A Permit 

(A) Application for sign permits shall be made upon forms provided by the 

Director of Building Inspections. 

(B) The application for commercial and billboard sign permits will contain 

all information, drawings, specifications, etc. necessary to fully 

advise the Director of the type, size, shape, location, zone, 

construction and materials of the proposed sign and the building 

structure or premises upon which it is to be placed. 

(e) When applying for a billboard permit, the billboard operator shall, in 

addition to the above, furnish the following information at the time 

of permit application. 

(1) The location of the proposed sign in relation to the property 

lines and any building, fence, etc. on the property. 

(2) Building setback lines and the location of any easements on the 

property. 

(3) Distance to the nearest billboard. 

(4) Affidavit from the property owner autho rizing erection of the 

sign, or an executed lease agreement. 

(5) Street address of the sign. 
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(6) Engineer's Certification. 

(See Section 34-49). 

Section 34-22 License Required For A Permit 

(A) Only those individuals Imo are properly licensed by the Director of 

Building Inspections shall receive a permit to erect or alter any 

commercial sign or billboard. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for anyone licensed under the provisions of this 

ordinance to obtain a permit on behalf of , or for the benefit of, any 

person whose business activities are such that he or she would need a 

license to obtain a permit. 

Section 34-23 Permits for Electric Signs 

Permits for the installation, erection, or alteration of any electric sign 

shall be issued only to those individuals who hold a Master Sign 

Electrician's License or Master Electrican's License and who have filed 

the required bond and insurance. (See Chapter 12 of the City Code) • 

Section 34-24 Conditions for Issuing Permits 

(Al No permit for the erection or alteration of any sign over any 

sidewalk, alley, or other public property, or on or over any roof or 

building, shall be issued to any person except with the condition that 

it may be withdrawn at any time; in which case such sign shall be 

immediately removed by the owner thereof. 

(B) When a billboard permit is issued, the appl icant shall be made aware 

of the stipulation that if, within one hundred and eighty (180) days 
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of the date the permit is issued, a final inspection of the billboard 

has not been requested, the permit shall become void. However, one 

(1) ninety (90) day extension period may be granted if the billboard 

operator so desires. The request for extension must be made before 

the one hundred eighty (180) day period lapses. If an inspection has 

not been requested by the end of that extension the permit becomes 

invalid. Should the operator still desire to place a billboard at the 

site in question, he or she must apply for a new permit and pay all 

requi red fees. 

(C) If a license holder supplying his license for a firm or corporation 
doing business under this code severs his connections wi th that 

firm or corporation and desires to use his license in connection 

with another firm or corporation, the latter company must furnish the 

City with a performance bond and comply with the requirements of 

Section 34-16. 

(0) Should a license holder sever his connections with a firm or 

corporation, that company will be allowed to complete all work 

for which permits were issued prior to the severance of the license 

holder, provided an interim bond and insurance are posted with the 
City. Additionally , sufficient evidence shall be submitted to, 

and approved by, the Board, establishing the ability of the firm 

to complete the work in the manner prescribed by this Chapter. 

Section 34-25 Permits Issued in Violation of this Chapter 

Any permit which is issued in violation of any provision of this chapter 

shall be absolutely void and no rights whatever shall be accrued. 
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Section 34-26 Serial Numbers and Sign Information 

(A) Each permit issued shall bear a date and serial number. 

(B) Each sign requiring a permit shall have the name of the license holder 

clearly displayed on the sign trim. 

(C) All billboards erected within the City of San Antonio shall have the 

permi t number affixed to the structure below the sign face. 'Ihe 

number must be visible for a distance of fifty (50) feet from the 

pole. 

(D) If a licensed billboard operator operates a billboard for a client who 

does not have license, the license number and name of the license 

holder shall be clearly displayed on the structure alongside the bill

board permit number. If the owner of the structure changes operators , 

the name and license number of the new operator shall replace the old 

operator 's number on the billboard structure. 

Section 34-27 Fee Schedule 

(A) No permit shall be issued unless the applicant has paid the Director 

of Building Inspections a sign inspection fee of as established by 

Council, as well as other applicable fees . 

(B) A fee schedule detailing the fees charged for all examinations, 

re-examinations and various sign permits will be passed by Council 

under Separate ordinances(s). A copy of the ordinance(s) will be 

posted in the offices of the Department of Building Inspections and 

in the Office of the City Clerk. 

- 27 -



ARTICLE V 
ERECTION AND MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS 

Division I. General Regulations 

Section 34-28 preventing Obstructions 

All signs governed by the Chapter shall be situated in a manner which does 

not interfere with or obstruct windows, doors, or other means of exit from 

a building. Further, no sign shall be supported on, or attached to, any 

fire escape, door, or window casing. 

Section 34-29 Creating Hazards 

No signs shall be erected on or over public property in a manner which 

interferes with any fire hydrant, traffic light, fire alarm box or street 

light. Similarly, billboards and commercial signs shall not be erected in 

any location where, by reason of traffic conditions, fire , or explosion 

hazards, the sign would imperil public safety or hamper the functions of 

the fire department. 

Section 34- 30 Attachment and Wind Loads 

All signs shall be securely fastened or anchored to a building wall, 

structural framing, or other foundation, with a sufficient number of bolts 

or anchors to resist the stress resulting from the dead weight of the sign 

and wind loads. Both commercial signs and billboards shall be constructed 

so as to resist a minimum horizontal wind load of thirty (30) pounds per 

square foot of surface area. The use of staples, wires, and WQOd plugs in 

erecting signs is prohibited. 
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Section 34-31 Materials Used 

All signs governed by these regulations , excluding electric signs, shall 

be constructed of durable materials and securely attached to framework and 

supports made of wood, metal, or other similar material of equivalent 

strength. Commercial signs may be made of pressed wood. All electric 

signs shall have metal supports nnd frames . 

Section 34-32 Electric Wiring 

Electrically illuminated signs, or signs which are equipped in any way 

with electrical devices or appliances , shall conform to the provisions of 

Chapter 12 of the City Code. The Electrical Inspecto r shall have the 

right to check all wiring for Code compliance . 

Section 34-33 Overhanging Signs 

All permanent signs shall be erected so as not to overhang any street, 

alley , or plaza . Signs may be hung over a sidewalk and/or over that space 

between the curb and sidewalk provided the space is not used for, or 

designed to be used for, vehicular ingress and egress to a building. 

Further , the outer edge of the sign shall remain at least two (2) feet 

inside the curb line, and shall not begin beyond a distance of three (3) 

feet from the property line. A minimum space of eight and one- half (8 

1/2) feet shall exist between the lowest portion of any sign overhanging a 

public sidewalk and the sidewalk grade. 

Commentary: Overhanging signs shall not be placed over streets or alleys 

where they might interfere with vehicle traffic; nor may they be hung over 

entrances where they may be damaged by vehicles thus causing a hazard to 

public safety. 

- 29 -



Section 34- 34 Temporary Signs 

(A) Temporary signs may be constructed of cloth or wallboard, may be 

framed, and shall , with the exception of banner signs, be staked to 

the ground or securely affixed to a structure. Unframed cloth banner 

signs may project over a public street subject to approval by the 

Director of Building Inspections. The sign erector shall certify that 

such sign will not interfere with the public safety. All other 

temporary signs must be located at least two (2) feet inside private 

property lines. 

(B) Cloth banner signs projecting over and across street rights of way 

must meet the following criteria: 

(1) The sign must ~dvertise or promote a noncommercial, not for 

private profit event , a community charitable drive or a community 

announcement . 

(2) No part of the banner sign shall be closer to the street grade 

than fourteen and one- half (14 1/2) feet. 

(3) Standard sign hookS, lag screws or expansion bolts and shields 

shall be used where required to support the sign. 

Section 34-35 Wall Signs 

(A) The frames and panels of all signs which are to be attached to the 

wall of a bu i lding shall be constructed of wood, metal, or other 

durable materials approved by the Director of Building Inspections. 

Standard sign hooks, expansion bolts, or through bolts with washers on 

the inside of the wall shall be used depending upon the weight and 
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area of the sign, and the condition of the wall to which it is to be 

attached. Before the sign can be installed, the commercial sign 

operator or building owner must insure that the wall, when the sign is 

affixed to it, will be able to withstand a wind pressure load of at 

least thirty (30) pounds per square foot. 

(B) Non-electric wall signs may not project more than twelve (12) inches 

from the face of the building; electric wall signs may extend no more 

than eighteen (18) inches from the building face. 

Section 34-36 Projecting Signs 

projecting signs may not extend more than nine (9) feet from the property 

line. ~dditionally, the outer edge of the sign shall remain at least two 

(2) feet inside the curb line, and shall not begin beyond a distance of 

three (3) feet from the property line. A clear space of not less than 

eight and one-half (8 1/2) feet shall be provided between the bottom of 

the sign and the sidewalk grade or ground level. 

Section 34-37 projecting Signs Installed on a Pipe 

In instances where the building is set back from the property line, a pro

jecting sign may be installed on a pipe overhanging the sidewalk provided 

that: 

(A) The pipe may be set inside the property line unless the line is more 

than twenty-five (25) feet away from the street curb. In the latter 

instance, the pipe may be set at the property side of the sidewalk; or 

if there is no sidewalk, no closer than ten (10) feet to the curb. If 

the pipe is set in an area that can be traversed by vehicles, it must 

be surrounded by curbing as specified by the Director of Public Works. 

- 31 -



(B) projecting signs must comply with the regulation clearances over 

sidewalks and distances from curb lines. 

(C) No wooden poles or timbers shall be used. Only sound straight , steel, 

galvanized, or iron pipes in good condition, free from all major flaws 

and defects, and painted with weatherproof paint, are authorized. 

(D) All pipes must be set at least three (3) feet in the ground and be 

embedded in concrete. However, this section does not apply to any 

existing sign hung under the auspices of a still-valid Special Permit 

issued by the Director of Housing and Inspections (now Building 

Inspections) before April 11, 1940. 

(E) The cross arms of angle iron for side guys are to be bolted or welded 

to the pipes in a secure manner, and side guys are to be of galvanized 

cable. 

(F) The pipe must extend far enough above the top of the sign to provide 

space for a suitable headlift which must be of galvanized cable. 

(G) All pipes must be of sufficient diameter and strength to properly 

support tlle weight of the signs which are to be installed on them: 

MINIMUM SIZE 

Signs weighing up to 175 l bs. ---------- 3" pipe required. 

Signs weighing from 175 to 250 Ibs. ------ 4" pipe required. 

Signs weighing from 250 to 325 Ibs. ----- 5" pipe required • 

Signs weighing from 325 to 400 lbs. ------ 5" pipe required. 
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(H) All pipes used for signs weighi.ng in excess of one hundred (100) 

pounds must be well casing or the equivalent. Lighter weight pipe may 

be used for signs weighing one hundred (100) pounds or less and 

situated entirely within the property lines. In no case , however, may 

a sign be supported by a pipe less than three (3) inches in diameter. 

Section 34-38 Pole Signs 

No pole, post or standard, used to support any sign or floodlight shall be 

set in or upon any sidewalk, street or other public property. The 

construction and design of all pole signs shall conform to the 

requirements of Section 34-36. 

Section 34-39 Roof Signs 

(A) Roof signs may be used for on-premise advertising only. 

(8) Roof signs, except electrical signs, shall not exceed thirty-two (32) 

feet in total height above that portion of the roof of the building, 

or structure, over which they are erected. All such signs shall be 

constructed of durable material and shall be set back a minimum of 

seven (7) feet from the inside line of the exterior wall of the 

building; the distance shall be measured at right angles to the line 

of the wall. An open space of not less than six (6) feet shall be 

maintained below the bottom of the sign and the roof, except for 

necessary vertical supports. Adequate provision shall also be made 

for grounding metallic parts of all roof signs as a protection against 

lighting. No roof signs shall be erected so as to extend over a 

sidewalk, street, or other public property. 

- 33 -



(e) As of the effective date of passage of this revision, roof signs shall 

no longer be used as a medium for off-premise advertising. All 

existing billboards classified as roof signs shall be awarded 

non-conforming status by the Director of Building Inspections, 

provided that the billboard operator registers the sign within one 

hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of passage of this 

ordinance. The non-conforming status will remain valid as long as the 

sign is used solely for off-premise advertising. If the sign message 

changes t o a Commercial, i.e., on-premise category, the non-conforming 

status shall be immediately revoked. 

Section 34-40 Marquee Signs 

Marquee signs not morc than four (4) feet tall, excluding any top ornament 

supported directly by the marquee or awning, may extend around three (3) 

sides of a marquee or awning. An overhanging sign may be suspended under 

a marquee, provided that the lowest part of the sign is eight and one-half 

(8 1/2) feet above the sidewalk and at right angles to the building line. 

Section 34-41 Electric Signs 

All electric signs must comply with the applicable provisions of this 

chapter, and with Chapter 12 of the City Code. 

Section 34-42 Sign Inspections 

The City Sign Inspector and his duly authorized inspectors shall have the 

right to visit any site where a sign is being erected, or enter any 

building where a sign is being constructed for installation within the 

City, during reasonable hours, in the discharge of their offic ial 
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duties, for the purpose of making any inspection necessary . 
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Division II. Bill board Regulations 

Section 34-43 Spacing Requirements 

(1) Billboards, excepting those which are owned and operated by a 

residential developer, shall not be erect ed along interstate or 

expressway systems closer than one thousand (1000) feet apart on the 

same side of the highway. Those billboards which are owned and 

operated by a residential developer, and are used to advertise a 

residential real estate development (i.e. a subdivision) may adhere 

to the spacing standards established in the State Highway Beauti

fication Act (i.e. 500 feet apart on the same side of the highway). 

(2) Billboards greater than seventy-five (75) square feet shall not be 

erected along arterial streets closer than five hundred (500) feet 

apart along the same side of the road. Billboards equal to or less 

than seventy-five (75) square feet shall not be permitted closer than 

three hundred (300) feet along the same side of the street. 

(3) Collector and local access streets - Only bi l lboards measuring 

seventy-five (75) square feet or less shall be permitted on local 

access and collector streets. These signs shall not be erected closer 

than three hundred (300) feet along the same side of the street. 

Commentary - The allowable distance between billboards along any 

particular street or roadway is determined by that street's designation in 

the current version of the approved Major Thoroughfare Plan of the City of 

San Antonio. The separation between signs increases as a function of 

greater traffic flow and right-of-way widths in order to assure traffic 

safety . 
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Placing billboards too closely together along a thoroughfare would yield a 

jumble of messages which, while negatively impacting the viewscape, would 

probably not be absorbed by the majority of drivers passing by. While 

allowing billboards along local access and collector streets may cause 

concern among neighborhood groups, their fears were carefully considered 

in the development of this ordinance. Accordingly, it must be noted that 

regardless of a street's classification under the Major Thoroughfare Plan, 

no billboard can be erected unless the site is appropriately zoned. A 

billboard will be considered to be "along" a street or road if its sign 

face is oriented such that its message can be read by drivers using that 

road; regardless of how far from the public right-of-way it it physically 

located • 

Section 34-44 Height Limitations 

All billboards erected within the City of San Antonio shall conform to the 

following height limitations. 

(1) Expressways - Sixty (60) feet above the adjacent expressway grade; not 

to exceed a maximum of eighty (80) feet above ground level. 

(2) primary Arterial - fifty (50) feet above the adjacent street grade. 

(3) Secondary Arterial - thirty-five (35) feet above the adjacent street 

grade. 

(4) Collector and Local Access Streets - fifteen (15) feet above the 

adjacent street grade. 

Commentary - Maximum height limitations, like spacing, have been oriented 
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to the Major Thoroughfare Plan. The heights listed are measured from 

street grade to the top of the structure. Expressways pose a unique 

problem, in that they are frequently elevated. In those ins t ances where 

the expressway grade is above ground level, a billboard may be erected to 

a maximum height of sixty (60) feet above the adjacent expressway grade; 

in no case, however, may the billboard height surpass eighty (80) feet 

above ground level. 

Section 34-45 Setback Requirements 

A. Billboards in excess of seventy-five (75) square feet shall adhere to 

all property setback lines established in Chapter 42 (Zoning Ordinance) 

for the applicable zoning category. Additionally, these billboards 

shall be set back a minimum of thirty (30) feet from adjacent residen

tial zones. Billboards which measure seventy-five (75) square feet or 

less of sign face shall adhere to property lines, but are not 

required to conform to the other setback limits established in this 

Chapter. 

B. A billboard may be installed on a side or rear property line provided 

the lot is zoned to permit zero setbacks, and the adjoining zoning 

classification are not residential. No part of the sign, its support 

structure, light fixtures, or catwalks may overhang the property line. 

A billboard erected adjacent to residentially zoned property shall 

observe the side and rear yard setbacks required by the zoning 

ordinance. In such instances light fixtures and catwalks may overhang 

the setback lines no more than six (6) feet. However, no part of the 

sign face or its support structure shall overhang the setback lines. 
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C. Additionally, all billboards in excess of seventy-five (75) square feet 

are to be setback from the following facilities, districts, and parks 

as specified below: 

(1) Large Urban Park = one thousand (1000) foot radius from the park 

boundaries. (Exception for Brackenridge Park 

see Section 34-45. 

(2) Publicly-owned & Operated Sports Complex = five hundred (500) foot 

radius from the complex 

boundaries. 

(3) Community Park = three hundred (300) foot radius from the park 

boundaries. 

(4) Neighborhood Park = two hundred (200) foot radius from park 

boundaries. 

(5) Cultural Facilities = five hundred (500) foot radius from the 

facility boundary. 

(6) Historic Building/Structure = two hundred (200) foot radius from 

building/structure 

(7) Historic District = five hundred (500) foot radius from the 

district boundary. Additionally, no billboards 

in excess of seventy-five (75) square feet 

may be erected within Historic Districts. 

(8) Universities and Colleges - Billboards in excess of seventy-five 

(75) square feet shall not be permitted on the oposite side of a 

public street bordering a university or college. 
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Commentary: All park definitions are taken from the San Antonio Parks 

Plan, 1981 edition. A publicly-owned sports complex is meant to be a 

facility such as the Alvo Jo Fischer or Kennedy Softball Complexes. 

The radius setback requirements do not apply to private parks, country 

clubs, etc., which are not open to the general public. 

Any legally erected billboard which no longer conforms to the 

provisions of this ordinance due to the creation of a new park , 

Historic District, etc., shall be officially recognized as 

nonconforming by the Director according to the requirements established 

in Section 34-46. 

As of the effective date of passage of this ordinance, billboards are 

no longer permitted within Historic Districts. Existing billboards in 

Historic Districts shall be awarded nonconforming status in accordance 

with the provisions of Section 34-46. 

D. All billboards shall be set back a distance of at least fifteen (15) 

feet from the railing of an overpass or bridge on any road, street, 

highway, or expressway. 

Section 34-46 Nonconforming Rights 

A. Any legally-erected billboard which, by reason of revisions to this 

chapter, no longer complies with its provisions, shall be awarded 

non-conforming status by the Director of Building Inspections if the 

operator registers the billboard with the Director within one hundred 

eighty (180) days of the effective date of passage of the revisions. 

After that time, the Director may order any unregistered nonconforming 

billboard removed at the operator's expense. 

- 40 -



B. Any non-conforming billboard structure which is damaged beyond fifty 

percent (50%) of its replacement value shall be removed at the 

operator 's expense. 

Commentary: Any existing billboard which meets the size, height, 

setback, and spacing requirements established in this Chapter shall be 

considered a conforming structure. In order to assist the Department 

of Building Inspections in developing a thorough billboard inventory, 

these boards shall be registered as "conforming". It is incumbent upon 

individual billboard operators, however, to insure that all billboards 

in their inventory on the date this ordinance takes effect either meet 

the new requirements, or are properly registered as non-conforming. 

C. As indicated in Section 34-46A, non-conforming rights shall be awarded 

to those billboards which, while once legally erected, no longer 

conform to the provisions of this Chapter. Such rights shall further 

be allowed to run with the site for a period of sixty (60) days follow

ing the removal of the non-conforming billboard. During that sixty 

(60) day period, a billboard may be erected on that site, provided that 

the new sign shall be made to conform to all construction and height 

requirements of this ordinance . The new sign shall have the same size 

sign face as the previous billboard, within the limits of Section 

34-49. If the square footage of the existing sign exceeds the 

standards set out in this ordinance, the new sign must conform to the 

provisions of Section 34-49. 

D. A billboard operator may apply for a special permit to rebuild a 

non-conforming billboard which fails to meet the construction 
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requirements set out in Section 34-53 of this ordinance. After 

receiving the special permit, the operator has one hundred eighty (180) 

days within which to re-build the billboard to meet all the currently 

established construction requirements. The new sign shall have the 

same size sign face as the previous billboard, within the limits of 

Section 34-49. If the square footage of the existing sign exceeded the 

standards set out in the ordinance, the new sign must conform to the 

provisions of Section 34-49. 

E. Valid Billboard Permits issued by the City of San Antonio prior to the 

effective date of passage of this ordinance shall be considered to have 

vested rights, and the billboard may be erected even though it might 

not conform to the spacing setback, and/or construction requirements of 

this Chapter. As set out in Section 34-46A, the billboard operator 

must insure that the billboard is properly registered within the 

prescribed time limit. Vested rights shall not be awarded to permits 

issued by the State of Texas for a billboard along interstate highways, 

if the site in question cannot comply with the spacing requirements set 

out in this ordinance. 

Commentary: The City of San Antonio shall honor all valid billboard 

permits it has issued prior to the effective date of passage of this 

ordinance. State billboard permits, however, shall not be honored 

unless the locations in question can comply with the setback and 

spacing standards established in this ordinance. specifically, State 

issued permits shall not be considered to have "vested rights" under 

this ordinance. A billboard shall not be erected at a location which 

does not meet the municipal requirements, even though it complies with 
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the less-stringent State specifications. 

Section 34-47 Brackenridge Park; Special Setback and Height Requirements 

The park setbacks specified in Section 34-45 shall not apply Broadway and 

Hildebrand streets in the vicinity of Brackenridge Park. Billboards may 

be sited along Broadway and Hildebrand, subject to the linear spacing 

requirements detailed in Section 34-43. TO protect the ambiance of the 

park, a height limitation of thirty (30) feet above ground shall be 

observed for billboards erected along: 

(1) Broadway between Hildebrand and Josephine; and 

(2) Hildebrand between Broadway and the McAllister Freeway. 

Commentary: Brackenridge Park presents a unique problem in the application 

of the setback requirements . prohibiting billboards within one thousand 

(1000) feet of the major thoroughfares bordering the Park would unduly 

burden the industry. Accordingly, different regulations have been devised 

for this area to safeguard the park atmosphere and address the industry's 

concerns. 

Section 34-48 Scenic Corridor 

The McAllister Freeway between its intersections with Sunset Road and 

Josephine street is established as a Scenic Corridor. Accordingly, no 

billboards shall be erected along that portion of the freeway. For 

purposes of this ordinance, a billboard shall be considered to be "along" 

the McAllister Freeway if it is erected within six hundred and sixty (660) 

feet of the public right-of-way. 
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Commentary: The McAllister Freeway between Sunset Road and Josephine 

street provides San Antonians with a particularly unique view of their 

City. Because most of the land abutting the freeway is publicly owned, 

billboards have not become commonplace along it. prohibiting billboards 

along the McAllister Freeway is intended to enhance an especially striking 

view of the downtown, Trinity University, the large trees in Olmos & 

Brackenridge Parks, and the Incarnate Word Property. 

Section 34-49 Maximum Size of Sign Face 

A. The maximum size of the sign face, as viewed from one direction, for 

any billboard shall be: 

1. Twelve hundred (1200) square feet along expressways and 

interstatehighways for residential developer-owned and operated 

signs, which 

specifically advertise that person's (or corporation's) residential 

real estate developments. 

2. Six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet along expressways and 

interstate state highways for non-residential developer owned and 

operated billboards. 

3. Six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet along primary arterials. 

4. Three hundred and seventy-eight (378) square feet along secondary 

arterials. 

5. Seventy-five (75) square feet along collectors and local access 

streets. 
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B. The square footage requirements specified in paragraph A (1) through 

(4) pertain to the sign face per se. Embellishments and cutouts, may 

be utilized on billboards as long as these extensions do not measure 

more than twenty percent (20%) of the allowable square footage for the 

sign face. 

Section 34-50 Animation 

No billboard shall be erected which includes such animation as: parts 

which move, flashing/blinking lights, or smoke issuing from the sign which 

may distracting to motorists. This prohibition does not include time and 

temperature and message signs. 

Section 34-51 Engineer Certifications 

(A) A drawing, certified by a structural engineer registered in the State 

of Texas, shall be required for each type of billboard which exceeds 

three hundred (300) square feet of sign face and is over fifty (50) 

feet high. The drawing shall attest that the particular kind of sign 

will withstand a wind load of thirty (30) pounds per square foot and 

shall state the depth to which the support structure must be set for 

the specific type of soil conditions. These drawings shall be kept on 

file for each operator in the Building Inspections Department. 

(B) If an operator requests a permit for a billboard measuring less than 

three hundred (300) square feet of sign face and which is under fifty 

(50) feet hight, he or she may utilize an engineer-certified chart in 

lieu of the drawing referenced in paragraph A. This chart shall 

specify the pipe diameter needed for various sizes of signs, as well 
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as the foundation requirements for the signs according to general soil 

conditions. The chart must be certified by a structural engineer 

registered in the State of Texas. A copy of the Chart shall be 

submitted to the Department of Building Inspections with each permit 

application. At the time an application for a permit is made, the 

operator shall note on the application what specific type of soil is 

prevalent at the site. 

Commentary: Smaller-sized billboards are often designed to address 

the needs of a specific client. Accordingly, requiring an engineer

certified drawing for such signs would significantly increase the 

billboard operator's business costs. Accordingly, a reproducible 

chart may be substituted for the certified drawings in these 

instances. The chart represents a one-time, rather than recurring 

cost, and will adequately insure the public interest for the smaller

sized billboards. 

Sect ion 34-52 Billboards on Public Property 

No billboard, or any part thereof, shall be located on or above any public 

property or street right-of-way. 

Section 34-53 Construction Requirements 

A. Every billboard shall be firmly and solidly constructed so as to 

withstand a wind load of at least thirty (30) pounds per square foot of 

area. 

B. An open space of at least seven (7) feet shall be provided between the 

bottom of the billboard and the ground; if necessary, support bracing 
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for the sign may extend through the open space. 

c. All billboards exceeding twenty- five (25) feet in height shall be of 

fireproof construction. 

D. Base aprons measuring not less than twenty-four (24) inches high shall 

be attached to the bottom of all billboards with sign faces measuring 

ten (10) feet or more in height and forty (40) feet or more wide. 

E. All service platforms shall have a jack or support at each structural 

upright and shall have a minimum width of twenty (20) inches of 

workman's walking surface. Service platforms shall be mandatory on all 

billboards measuring more than twelve (12) feet between ground level 

and the bottom of the sign face. 

F. All exposed wood or metal surfaces, including treated but unpainted 

stringers, platforms, jacks or other supports, excepting galvanized 

metal , shall be painted, both front and back, upon installation of the 

billboard . 

G. Billboards shall be designed and emplaced not to create a traffic 

hazard near street intersections or railroad crossings. Billboards 

shall not be positioned in a way which obscures, or physically 

interferes with, a traffic sign, signal device or a driver's view of 

approaching, merging, or intersecting traffic. 

H. Billboards shall not be illuminated in a manner which interferes with 

the effectiveness of or obscures an official traffic sign, signal, or 

device; nor may the light emitted from any billboard cause glare to, or 

impede the vision of, the driver of any motor vehicle. 
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I. (1) The~e shall be a distance of fou~teen (14) feet between the g~ound 

and the bottom rung of any ladder which is pe~manently attached to 

the billboard structure. 

(2) The fou~teen (14) foot separation between the bottom rung of the 

ladder and the ground is necessa~y to insu~e public safety. 

Accordingly, existing signs which do not meet this standard shall 

not be awa~ded non-confo~ming status. Rather, the City Sign 

Inspecto~ is autho~ized to issue citations to any billboard 

ope~ator whose signs a~e in violation of this section. 

Section 34-54 Vehicle Identification 

Any contracto~ engaged in erecting, installing, servicing, o~ maintaining 

a billboard shall insure that all vehicles ~equi~ed to be on the job site 

a~e identified with the contractor/ company name and license numbe~. 

Lettering on the vehicle shall be at least two (2) inches high, and shall 

be in full view and legible at all times. 

Section 34-55 Maintenance 

All billboards must be kept in good ~epai~. If the lot on which the 

billboard is located is undeveloped, the area between the billboa~d and 

the street o~ highway to which it is oriented, as well as a twenty-five 

(25) around the support pole, must be kept f~ee of all sign materials, 

weeds deb~is, trash and other refuse. 
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Section 34-56 Requirements 

ARTICLE VI 
PORTABLE SIGNS 

(A) All portable electric signs now in use must be inspected by a master 

electrican or master sign electrician to ensure proper electricial 

component connections. The master shall place date and license number 

at the time of certification. All portable electric signs must be 

wired by and certified by a master el ectrician or master sign 

electrician or must carry the label of a testing company or organiza-

tion named in Section 12-29(a) of the City Code. Wiring at the 

premises where the sign is displayed must be by a master electrician 

or master sign electrician. As used in this chapter, the term 

"premises" means am includes that certa in street address where a 

portabl e sign is displayed. 

(8) No portable sign, whether electric or nonelectr ic, shall be placed on 

any sidewalk, street or other public thoroughfare or public property 

but such signs must be l ocated at least two (2) feet inside of private 

property lines. 

(C) No portable signs, whether electric or nonelectric, shall be permitted 

on any premises for more than one hundred twenty (120) days in total 

in any twelve-month period. Provided, however that: 

(1) The one hundred twenty-day total may be utilized in increments, 

but not exceeding three (3) separate periods in any twelve-month 

period. 
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(2) No single permit shall issue for the display of a portable 

electric sign for more than sixty (60) consecutive days. 

(3) Upon the expiration of the permit period, the sign must be removed 

from the premises within three (3) days or must be brought into 

conpliance with all requirements set forth in this chapter for 

permanent signs. 

(D) Reserved 

(E) No portable sign shall be displayed on any premises other than at the 

properly zoned storage area of one properly licensed under the 

provisions of this chapter, without a permit for such display from the 

department of building inspections. The applicant for such permit 

shall furnish the following information upon the application for a 

permit: 

(1) That the applicant is licensed under the provisions of this 

chapter, or is applying for a permit as the owner of the sign for 

use on his own premises only; 

(2) That the portable sign is either electric or nonelectric; 

(3) The premises where the sign is to be located while in use; 

(4) The person utilizing the sign, if the sign is one to be leased 

from a person licensed under the provisions of this chapter. The 

term "person" as used herein is defined as any individual, 

business organization, church, civic organization, or any other 

organized grouping of individuals; 

(5) The consecutive number of days for which the permit is requested . 
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Upon completion of the application, tender of permit fees, and upon 

investigation and inspection for conformance with the requirements of 

this chapter and the applicable zoning provisions of the City Code, a 

permit-decal shall issue which must be prominently affixed upon the 

sign while it is in use. The permit-decal shall show thereon the date 

of issuance, the period for which it is effective, the owner of the 

sign and the business address of the sign's owner. 

(F) On and after April 1, 1982. no permit shall issue for any portable 

sign if: 

(1) The top of the sign, including decorative trim, is more than eight 

(8) feet above the ground. 

(2) The sign has built within it, or affixed to it , any type of 

rotating beacon electric light. 

(3) The sign has bulbs that cause a flash of light in red or blue. 

(G) No permit shall issue for any portable electric sign which utilizes 

exposed electric bulbs and is found. upon inspection, to be missing 

one ore more bulbs, thus exposing a socket. 

(H) Nothing contained herein shall in any way alter or amend any zoning 

requirements of the City of San Antonio, but such zoning requirements 

shall be considered in addition to the requirementss set forth herein 

regarding the issuance of permits. 

(I) The following penalties are provided for the violation of this 

section: 
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(1) The owner of a portable sign who intentionally displays said sign 

without a permit or in excess of the time limits prescribed in 

this Chapter shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine not to 

exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) 

(2) Wherever the foregoing sections require the performance of an act 

or where an act is prohibited thereby, and no penalty is 

prescribed therefor elsewhere in this ordinance, then an 

intentional violation hereof shall, upon conviction, be punished 

by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00). 
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ARTICLE VII 
SIGN RESTRICTIONS ALaN:; THE SAN ANTONIO RlVERWALK 

Commentary: The already developed, as well as the developing sections of 

the San Antonio River provide the citizens of San Antonio, and visitors to 

the City, an atmosphere unmatched within the Southwestern United States. 

Because it is such a unique, as well as culturally and histor ically 

significant, segment of San Antonio, the Riverwalk Area cannot adequately 

be protected under the general provisions of this Chapter. Therefore, 

this special, more restrictive, article has been developed to preserve the 

integri-ty of the river and its environs and promote the general welfare of 

the citizens of San Antonio. 

Section 34-57 Area Defined 

The San Antonio River Walk Area is that area along the San Antonio River, 

between its Villita Street crossing and its Sixth Street crossing, from 

the water's edge to the flood retaining wall, or, if there is no retaining 

wall, to private property lines; all private and public property abutting 

thereon; and La Villita. Said River Walk Area also includes Crockett 

Street from the San Antonio River to Alamo Plaza. 

Section 34-58 General Regulations 

A. The display of signs and other graphics along the riverwalk shall not 

be permitted unless provided for in this ordinance. This prohibition 

specifically includes placement of billboards, credit card decals, and 

other signs of a miscellaneous character. 
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B. No signs shall be displayed from the parapet or roof of any building 

along the San Antonio Riverwalk. 

C. No sign, visual display, or graphic shall be placed in the Riverwalk 

Area unless the sign relates to the Riverwalk Area or advertises a bona 

fide business conducted in, or on premises adjacent to, the Riverwalk 

Area; such business must have an entrance, which is in use, to the 

Riverwalk. 

D. Only one sign shall be allowed for each store, shop, or place of 

business in the Riverwalk Area . In addition to a sign, establishments 

serving food or beverages may erect a menu board. 

Commentary: To be eligible to display a menu board, an establishment 

must derive seventy-five percent (75%) or more of its gross revenue 

from the sale of food or beverages. 

E. Directory signs may be erected in addition to individual signs as 

outlined in the procedures section. 

F. The maximum allowable size for any sign in the riverwalk area shall be 

eight (8) square feet per side. If a building surface is used f or 

signage, the letters or design shall not exceed a surface area of eight 

(8) square feet. 

Sec. 34-59 Procedures 

A. Application for permits shall be made upon forms provided by the 

Director of Parks and Recreation. The application shall be accompanied 

by plans, drawings and specifications as necessary to fully advise the 

Director and the Riverwalk Comnission of the type, size, shape, 

- 54 -



location, and construction of the proposed sign. The applicant shall 

also note what type of materials will be used to make the sign, and the 

building, structure, or premises where it is to be placed. 

B. Upon receipt of an application for a sign permit, the Director of Parks 

and Recreation shall refer it to the Riverwalk Commission for 

consideration. The Commission shall review the details of the 

application and file a written recommendation with the Director. If 

the Director has not received the Commission's recommendation within 

sixty (60) days of the date it was filed with the Parks and Recreation 

Department, he shall assume that the Commission has no objection to 

granting the permit. 

C. Before any sign, picture, or other graphic may be erected, emplaced or, 

altered along the Riverwalk, a permit must be obtained from the 

Director of Building Inspections. The existence of a sign, picture or 

other graphic within the Riverwalk shall be prima facie evidence that 

it was erected or altered by the person or company advertised thereon. 

Section 34-60 Illumination 

A. No flashing lights shall be permitted. 

B. The face of an illuminated sign shall be standard opaque glass or other 

substance of equal or smaller light transmission factor. 

C. The light source for exterior illumination shall be a steady light 

concealed by a hood or other acceptable method of indirect lighting 

approved by the Director of Building Inspections. 

D. Exterior neon signs are prohibited. 
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Section 34-61 Non-Conforming Rights 

As of the effective date of passage of this ordinance any legally-errected 

sign which, by reason of revisions to this ordinance , no l onger compiles 

with its provisions, shall be awarded non-conforming status by the 

Director of Building Inspections if the operator registers the sign within 

one hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of passage of the 

revisions. After that time, the Director may order any unregistered non

conforming sign to be removed at operator's expense. 

Section 34-62 Building Code Applicability 

All signage along the Riverwalk shall be subject to the other provisions 

of this Chapter as well as the Building and Electrical Codes of the City 

of San Antonio. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

Section 34-63. Authority of the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board 

A. In cases where a billboard operator, billboard owner, or property owner 

contends that strict compliance with the provisions of this ordinance 

which pertain to Billboard Regulations will inflict extreme hardship 

upon him, the Board may grant a variance to the height, spacing, and 

setback requirements of this ordinance. The Board is not empowered to 

grant variances to those provisions of Chapter 34 which prohibit 

billboards from being sited in specifically designated areas (e.g., 

scenic corridors, historic districts, etc.), or to the requirements 

relating to the maximum size of the sign face. 

Commentary: The Board may grant a variance only to those setback 

established in this ordinance. If a variance to property line setbacks 

established in the Zoning Ordinance is being sought, the application 

must be filed with the Zoning Board of Adjustments. 

B. When an application for a variance is made to the Board, a public 

hearing on the issue shall be held, and all property owners within two 

hundred (200) feet of the site shall be notified by mail, of the 

hearing and proposed variance. It shall be the responsiblity of the 

applicant for the variance to supply the Director with a list of the 

names and addresses of all property owenrs within two hundred feet of 

the site in question as listed on the last approved Tax Roll. 

C. Any appeal from the decision of the Board must be made, in writing, to 

the City Council within thirty (30) days of the date the minutes of the 

meeting were approved. 
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D. The Electrical Examining and Supervising Board is not empowered to 

grant any variances to properties located within the Riverwalk. Any 

variance requested in that are a must be forwarded to the Director of 

Parks and Recreation and the Riverwalk Commission. 

E. The fee for filing an application for a variance shall be one hundred 

and fifty-five ($155) dollars. 

Section 34- 64. Findings of the Board 

Before the Board may grant a variance to the billboard provisions of this 

ord inance it must insure that: 

1. The variance will not be contrary to the public interest. 

2. The variance will not alter the essential character of the area in 

which it is located, or the property for which the variance is sought. 

3. The variance will be in keeping with the spirit and general purposes of 

this chapter. 

4. The plight of the owner or billboard operat or seeking the variance is 

due to unique circumstances existing on the property, and that these 

circumstances were not created by the landowner or billboard operator. 

Further, the circumstances must not be merely financial, and shall not 

be due to or the result of general conditions in the district in which 

the property is located. 

5. The variance will not adversely affect the public health safety and 

welfare. 
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\..iTY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: City Council through the City Manager 

FROM : Gene Carrargo, Director of Buildirq Inspections 

COPIES TO: Alexander E. Briseno, Assistant City Manager; Files 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE AMENDMENI'S 'lD CHAPl'ER 34 OF THE CI'lY mOE 

Date March 21, 1984 

During the "B" Session held 01 M3rch 15, 1984, to ronsider the draft 
revisions to Chapter 34, Council requested that Staff rreet with Mr. Dic M:::Gcon 
and Mr. Frank Manupelli to try and resolve their roncerns. ~!r. McGo:m met with 
the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board on t·bnday , l'larch 19th, and , as 
Chairman Sandoval's l e tter indicates, the Board does not wish to regulate bench 
advertisements through Chapter 34. Accordingly, Staff has suggested an amend
ment to the definition of billboards Which would specifically exclude 1::ench 
advertisements. 

Attached to this rrenorandum are some reVlSl.ons to Sections 34-10, 34-41, 
and 34-47 of the proposed draft Which would meet Mr. Manupelli' s needs. 

Staff does not endorse these changes , but presents them to Council for its 
consideration. 

APPROVAL: 

J. . .., II I 

tV~,.~ 
~I.J:JJIS J. FOX 

CI'lY Ml\NAGER 

GC/CP:tg 
Attachments 

Gene Ca~argo, Direct 
Department o f Bd.ldin Inspections 



~ITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: ________ ~C~i~t~y~OO~un~c~i~l_thr~~o~u~g~h~th~e~C~i=ty~Mana~~g~e~r~ ________________________________ __ 

FROM : ______ ~Ge~n~e~Cama~~r~g~o~.~D~i~r~e~c~t~or~~o~f~B~u~i~l~d~i~ng~~I~n~s~pe~c~t=i~o~n~s~ ________________________ ___ 

COPIESJO: ___ Al~~ex~and~e=~rE~._B~r~~~·s~e=n~o~,~As~s~~~·s~t~an~~t~Ci~tYL-M~an~~ag~~erL;_~Fi~l~e~s ______________________ _ 

SUBJECT: __ ~~~~~~34~OF~~THE~~CI~TY~~OO~D~E~ ____________________________________ ___ 

-Date March 21. 1984 

SlM1ARY AND R.ECXM1El'IDATICNS 

The attached revision of Chapter 34 of the City Ccrle is the result of a 
full year's effort by the Carmittee on Billboard Regulations, and reflects the 
agreements r eached by the Carmittee' s merri::>ers. Major changes effected it'! this 
ordinance concern height, spacing, and setback requirements for billboards; 
establishing rraximum square fcotage allowances for sign faces; and providing 
for a "scenic corridor" alon:J the McAllister Freeway . 

The O::mnittee hosted a public forum on February 27th, to receive public 
input on the proposed d=ument . A synopsis of the citizen ccmnents received at 
that forun has been provided to Council. 

When the proposed ordinance was reviewed during "B" session on March 15th, 
Staff infonned the Oouncil that the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board 
would not be able to review the draft until March 19th. Accordingly, a list of 
the changes proposed by the Board, the Carmittee, and Staff has been attached 
to this merrorandum. 

In Noverrber, 1983, Council passed Ordinance #57937 which, as an interim 
measure, limited billboard permits to me per licensed cperator per IlOnth. 
That ordinance was extended by Ordinance #57937 en NoverOOer 22, 1983. These 
llillH:ations expire today. 

Staff recannends that Oouncil approve the proposed ordinance with the 
amendments suggested by -the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board, the 
Ccmnittee, and Staff. 

Bl\.CFGROOND 

In Decenber, 1982, Council directed Staff to revise the City's billboard 
regulations. In February, 1983 , staff infonned Council that it intended to ask 
several private citizens, representing the viewpoints of the sign industry and 
neighborhood ass=iations , to participate in a committee Which would draft the 
revisions. That committee began its work in March, 1983. 

The attached ordinance represents the two requirements which the Ccmnittee 
imposed on itself: (1) To develop workable regulations that safeguard neighbcr
hood interests While providing a reasonabl e atrrosphere within Which the bill
board industry can do business; and (2) To produce a concise, easily readable 
d=unent. 



City Council through the City Manager 
March 21, 1984 

Page 2 

111e billl:oard regulations represent a substantial change fran present 
requirements. Spacing. height . and square fOotage requirements have reen 
developed for billboards according to the street classifications established in 
the Major Thoroughfare Plan (i.e. Interstates and Expressways; Arterials; 
Collectors and Local Access Streets). 

Setback requirements have also developed fran such areas as parks. 
cultural facilities. and historic districts. 111e attached ordinance also 
prohibits new billboards within historic districts. and establishes the 
McAllister Freeway retween its intersection with StmSet Foad ar.d Josephine 
Street as a scenic corridor. Within that corridor = billboards rray re 
errected within six hundred and sixty (660) feet of the public right-of-way. 

The Ccmnittee. the Department of Building Inspections and the Department 
of Planning hosted a public fo~~ to receive citizen comment an February 27th. 
Twenty-two speakers addressed the Ccmnittee that evening. and a syrnpsis of 
their comments has been provided to Council. 

At "B" session en March 15. 1984. Staff informed Council that the 
Electrical Examining and Supervising Board would not review the ordinance until 
March 19th. and that a list of their reccmnended changes would be rrade avail
able to Council. The Board's suggestions. as well as others ·rrade by the Staff 
Carrnittee and by Staff are suhnitted as attachments to this rrerro. The Board ' s 
comnents are directed pr.i.~ily toward the technical aspects of licensing and 
permitting. The Ccmnittee' s rrodifications focus on items that had reen agreed 
upon earlier but were inadvertently left out of the final. printed . draft. and 
Staff's proposal concerns an addi tien to the defini tien of billboards. 

At Council's request Staff also met with Mr. Dic ~n and representa
tives of Ellison Industries. The results of those meetings have been forwarded 
to Council under separate cover . 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

'IWo sign inspector positions currently exist. In order to adequately 
enforce these new regulations and a rrore agressive inspection program. which 
includes on-premise and portable signs. four (4) additional sign inspectors and 
four (4) vehicles will re required. The total annual cost would be $78.240.00 
for personnel and an initial cost of $24. BOO for equipment and maintenance. 
Additional staff and equipment will re considered during the budget process. 
Revenue to fund these positions and equipment will come from an increas e in 
fees and in the number of permits purchased as a result of the more aggress ive 
inspection program. Until such time as the new personnel are hired. the ordin
ance will be enforced with the staff available. 



City Council through the City Manager 
March 21, 1984 

cx:NCLUSICN 
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The attached ordinance is a substantial improvement over the current 
Chapter 34. It reflects the concerns of both individual citizens and the sign 
indUStry, and fairly addresses the needs of roth groups. It is staff recom
mendation that Council adopt the proposed ordinance and the revisions thereto. 

APPROVED: 

Io;'u.~.:: .. 'df~L 
.j_ L A.OUIS J. FOX , b {)IV CITY MANAGER 

GC/cp:bg 
Attachment 

Director 
Building Ins tions 

I 
I 
I 



Sec. 34-10 

Developer - One who is engaged in the business of assenibling, preparing, and 
pr0ITC7~ land for residential real estate development. A developer may, or 
may =t, actually be involved in residential =nstruction; i.e., hcrnebuilding. 

p . 34 Sec. 34-41 

(1) Billboards, excepting those which are developer-owned a~ developer~ . 

cperated,: .•. same side of the highway. Those billb:Brds which are. awnE!d 
and operated by a developer, and are used to advertise a residential real 
estate develcpment (i.e. a subdivision) may adhere to the spacing standards 
established in the State Highway Beautification Act (i.e., five hundred 
(500) feet apart along the same side of the hgihway). 

p. 42 Sec. 34-47 

A. (1) TWelve hundred (1200 ) square feet along expressways and interstate 
highways for developer a-med and operated signs "hlch specifically 
advertise that person's (or =rporation's) residential real estate 
developnents. 

(2) 

(3) 

v 
Six hundred seventy'-two(672) square feet along expressways and inter- ' . 'J' 
state highways for 27ib-{jeY6W8~ awned and operated billboards. . '" 

__ .;I)ii_l'-... ~ . . '. '11- ' / V~ 
six hundred seventy-two ' (672) square feet along prin'Bry arterials)" t1 . p ' V 

(4) Three hundred and seventy-eight (378) square ' feet along se=ndary 
arterials. 

(5) Seventy-five (75) 'square feet along =llectors and l=al access streets . 

• 
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9. 2 34-2 (e) (1) This paragraph would be re~~itten to read as follows: 

(b) Ir.surin:j the safe construction, electrical connectioo, and safety of all 
signs covered under this ordinance. 

(cl Carrying or transporting signs over pUblic thoroughfares. 

(d) Ascertaining that all billboard and ccmnercial sign cperators are properly 
licensed, insured, .ani. bonded; and 

p. (7) Sec. 34-10 (2) ;~; :. 

Definition of Billboards ' - l!Oved to item no. 22 and defined as "Sign, 
EiJ lb=ards". _ All other definitionS to be renumbered accordingly. 

'':::'~.:.:.~- : .. ". 
r::--. ----- :.r'!!.~'..:: _'i:._~ .':._';:~::..:.~,_. 
;:.:. . ..:._.. '!he Term "DiIector of- Bui:)..dmg Inspectiorts" is changed to read "Electrical 
>::"~.~. E.xarnini.ng ,~" Supervi~~g }loard" in ~e follCMing Sections: 
,~ .. .: ~';"-':. - ~,,:."" _ ... .:: . , .... .: ,_. 

:;.. -;,:-.,. ~" p. 7 _SOC ' 34.:10 (3) ;,-·p:..1 ·SeC ~34-1O - (5); i. 14 Sec 34-11 (Bl; p._14 Sec. 
'':~ ' ~':..' -. ~ 34-H (El; p. 15 Sec~ ",3,4:-.:)..2 (~) ' & (E); p. 16 Sec. 34-l2. (E). 
;.,~. --- -.;~--. - ~ :-; . ~~~-':'~.- .-=: 

~~t~t;:~~i~~~-i~:~:~~~~:j~~~~;;~~f=~~;' _ ,- ~::-.- : ; 
__ ' c';--'-S~gn:'- New-.paragraph to 'be lnSerted between the enstl.l1g definition and the 
~-- - - - - _ .-. - .:: _ ":":'1"'" ., • ..~ .... .>.- , :"" • V,':"L".:'.! '.":',::, ~ 

~~.;~_~: __ ~~~.:_~te1~.::~~~{~~: ~ ..:._~~_~ ¥i.~.~~f.:;~_ _-~ : _ : 
,;.. ~':"'" - -;-.- '. ",;., .-:::=-~.- ' ---: ;~;.- -. - .. ""';;.-" - . ..' 

~"~-::' .. ; - ~ furegoing ,enumeration 'of' signs shall not be considered to be exclusive • 
• _'.c ~,~, _.'~ tenu ;:'si9fl" shall ': include ·.an other devices or squctures, as may 
~;;<:..;;. ~".; • .,~. rea.scDably-be inc1uded. :-under-·' it; . whether attached or unattached. - ". 
:--;:-~.~-:.~ ~0- -~f~ -=-~ "?~:if-~~~:~~·:r-~~2- ~~_ 
.' . .-:->:;"'!' .:...: .• ;- - :.... ~-';.:::* .. . -: - -.-= ~-. . 
- -:'t:-::c"::;', p. '_ll _'. Secticn~lO .(29)·;;i.>:-;;:-,f'--'~W--.t:.; 
~-~~~.2S. ·:?2~ ... .!.:;:"-;.S~~~~\;?~~~~.1t?:..~~~-;tf..':':",'.~ ._::- -~:.:~:=:-~ -I": _ :. ~ .:<t? 
'7':0::-:":;- si¥~'-poie-:::&"a;:;ged .::to--read'\.':!{;;lCsi9I1. that Is lTDunted on a free stapding pole 
~ ~ - . .,;:- or_ other s~rt.!..: . The -phI-a~ " •• -. - sO" that "thE, bottOn of the sign face is 
>~:':~. eight and me "half (8 '1/2) feet or l!Ore above grade." is deleted • 
.- - - . - ," - ~ .....::.-,:.; ...•... 

~ , :~ . .. - - ...... - . ..,;, ,~-- .. , ' 

~:~~ ...... -- -~...,._~--:y- ...... -:-"!.:. ...... , -~ ~- _-~~,i;,r-~?%-.~::,'-r~' 
~ ~.=. p - 14' Sec ">··11 '" -,-~ """ " --," - ."." :...-:!;:_t:"":'- •. -..:.. .,-~ -:_~".~-:ii!' .~~- --~ --:. . .:.. ' . -.~ - .... .::: - - - -: -~ ':... ~-.-

. ....--... -. 
(e) The existing paragraph is . changed to read ••• "Prior to taking the examina

tion, earn applicant must derronstrate to the Electrl.cal Examining. and 
supervising Board an ability to read and write English and show proof of at 
least four (4) years practical experience at the trade workill9 under a 
Billboard C\?erator. The applicant shall also subnit to the Board an 
affidavit, duly s.~rn, setting forth his experience; proof of that exper
ience shall be included with the affidavit. 
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p. 15 Sec. 34-12 

(C) This po.ragraph is changed to read "no applicant will be allowed to take the 
test unless he has demonstratErl the ability to read and ./rite English, and 
can sheM prcof of IXlt less than four (4) yers pract ical experience working 
under a Ccmnercial Sign Operator at the trade. The applicant shall also 
submit to the Board an affidavit, duly ffivorn, setting f orth his experience; 
proof of that experience shall be includErl with the affidavit . 

p. 16 Sec . 34-13 

The following sentence is added. 

The license holder must renew his or her license within thirty (30) d5.ys of the 
beg~~ng of the City's fiscal year or the license shall be declarErl in default 
and the holder shall be subject to re-ex~ation. 

p. 20 Sec. 34-18 

(B) Delete and re--aesignate the remaining sections accord:mgly. 

(C) last sentence is changed to " ... , or if the Board, by a vote of t,-'o-thirds 
(2/3) or ITDre of its merrbers present .. . " 

p. 24 Sec. 34-22 

The term "Master Electrician's Bond" is changed t o "bond and insurance." 

p. 24 Sec. 34-23 

(A) Changed to read "no pennit for the erection or alteration of any sign over 
any sidewalk, alley, or other public property, or on or over any roof or 
building, shall be issued to any person except \vith the =nditiot} that it 
may be withdrawn at any time; in whiCh case such sign sha ll 1:>2 imr,ediately 
reJTOved by the ONJ1er thereof. 

p. 25 Sec. 34-23 (B) 

The fourth sentence ' is changed to "I f an inspection has not been requested ... " 
rather than" ... not been performed . .. " 

(C) The foll~dng section is added : 

If a license holder supplying his license for a firm or corporation doing 
busilless ur.der this code severs his connections with that firm or corporaticn, 
and desires to use his license in connection wit11 another firm or corporation, 
the latter ccr.pany must furnish the City with a p e rfonnance bom am canply 
wi 'or, tl1e re:r-:i::-e.T.ents o f. Section 34-15, 
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:D) 7.~e following section is added: 

5r.ould a license holder sever his connections with a firm or coqx>ration, that 
=:pa:1Y ,,'ill be allayed to ccmplete all work for whiCh pem.i ts were issued 
prior to the severance of the license holder, provided an interim rond and 
:.ns=a.~::e are posted with the City. Additionally, s ufficient evidence shall be 
slicrr.itted +..0, and approved by, the Board, establishing the ability of the firm 
~ ccrr.plete the work in the manner prescribed by Ulis Chapter. 

p. 26 Sec. 34-26 (B) 

The follOlving .p!1rase is added to the last sentellce "... posted in the offices 
8f the Department of Building Inspections and in the Office of the City Clerk. 

0'. 31 Sec. 34-36 

(C) 'lTIe second sentence is changed to add Ule term "galvanized" e.g.," ... Only 
sound, straight, steel, galvanized, or iral pipes ... 

(G) 'lTIe caption "Hinimum Size" is added above ilie list of .pipe sizes and sign 
weights. 

p. 32 Sec. 34-38 (B) 

The first sentence is changed to read "Fo::lf signs, except electrical signs, 
shall noc exceed thirty-t= (32) feet in total height •.. 

p. 39 Sec . . 34-44 

(C) 'lTIe last sentence is changed to read: "During that sixty (60) day period, 
a billboard may be erected on Ulat site, providied mat me n"'d sign shall 
conform to all oonstruction and height requirements of Ulis ordinance. 'fue 
new sign shall have the same size sign face as me previous billboard, 
,lithin ilie limits of Section 34-47. If ilie square footage of me existing 
sign exceeded me standards set out in the ordinance, me n5" sign must 
conform to ilie provisions of Section 34-47. 

- Also Ule Ccmnentary is deleted. 

{D) 'fue first sentence is changed to read: "A billboard operator may ... " and 
me follCM'ing sentence has been added: 

?ne new sign shall have the same size sign face as Ule previous billboard, 
,,'ithin ilie limits of Section 34-47. If me square foot'3ge ·of Ule existing 
sign exceeded ilie standards set out in me ordinance, the nel" sign must 
conform to me provisions of Section 34-47. 

:.€ =cllC'w"ir'9 ;:eragraph ljOuld Deceme ilie ne·" Section J';-41, and oilier Section·s 
y,DClc be renumbered accordingly. 
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"T"e City Sign Inspector, on his duly authorized inspectors, shall have the 
right to visit any site where a sign is beiQg erected or enter a,y building 
Where a sign is being constructed for installation within L'1e City, during 
reasonable hours, in the discharge of their official duties for the purpose of 
neid.ng any inspection necessary." 

In additiun, the following arrendments have been recomnended by tl1e Ccmnittee. 
These changes had been approved earlier but were inadvertently left out of the 
final printed draft. 

p. 7 Sec. 34-10 (A)(2) 

The phrase" Which directs the attention of the traveling public to a 
business ••. " is inserted in the definition of billboards. 

p. 36 Sec. 34-43 (C) 

Change the sentence to read "Additionally, all billboards in excess of seventy
five (75) square feet are to be set back from tl1e following facilities, 
districts, and parks as specified below: 

(C) (7) "additionally, no billboards in excess of seventy-five (75) square 
- feet ... 11 

(e) (8) "Billboards in excess of seventy-five (75) square feet shall not ... " 

(D) This paragrafh is changed to read: "All billboards shall be set back a 
distance of at least fifteen (15) feet from the railing of an overpass or 
bridge on any road, street, higJ-r...'ay or expressway. 

SLaff further recommends that the following addition be made to the definition 
of Billboards p. 7 Sec. 34-10 (2) " . .. or thing, except those advertisements 
placed on the back of benches provided for tl1e oonvenience of public transit 
patrons, ... II 

. . 



KBC:lc 
3/22/84 

In addition to the other amendments the following is to be 
added to the end of the Chapter. 

SEVERABILITY 

I f for any reason, anyone or more Sections of this Chapter 
are held legally invalid, such judgment shall not prejudice, 
affect, impair or invalidate the remaining Sections of the Chapter 
or the Chapter as a whole, but shall be confined to the specific 
sections, sentences, clauses or part of this Chapter held legally 
invalid. 

..J. 



Sec. 34-10 

Developer, Residential - One Who is engaged in the business of assembling, 
preparing, and promoting land for residential real estate development . A 
developer ll\3.y, or ll\3.y not, actually be involved in residential ronstruction; 
i.e., hanebuilding. 

p. 34 Sec. 34-41 

(1) Billboards, excepting those Which are residential developer--<JWned and 
operated,: ••• same side of the highway. Those billboards Whim are owned 
and operated by a residential developer, and are used to advertise a 
residential real estate development (i.e. a subdivision) ll\3.y adhere to the 
spacing standards established in the State HighNay Beautification Act 
(i.e., five hundred (500) feet apart along the sarre side of the highway). 

p. 42 Sec. 34-47 

A. (1) 'lWelve hundred (1200) square feet along expressways and interstate 
highways for residential developer owned and operated signs wnlm 
specifically advertise that person's (or corporation's) residential r~_l 
estate developments. 

(2) Six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet along expressways and inter
state highways for non-residential developer owned and operated 
billboards. 

(3) Six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet along prill\3.ry arterials. 

(4) 'lhree hundred and seventy-eight (378) square · feet along secondary 
arterials. 

(5) Seventy-five (75) square feet along rollectors and local access streets . 



FLOOR AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 34 OF THE CITY CODE 

SECTION 34-10 DEFINITION OF TERMS 

ADVERTISING BENCHES- ANY BENCH PROVIDING SEATING TO 

THE GENERAL PUBLIC WITHOUT CHARGE, WHICH MAY BEAR 

ADVERTISING. ADVERTISING BENCHES ARE NOT REGULATED 

BY THIS CHAPTER. 



p. 2 34-2 (C) (1) This paragraph would be re-written to read as follows: 

(b) Insuring the safe construction, electrical connecticn, arrl safety of all 
signs covered under this ordinance. 

(cl Carrying or transporting signs over public thoroughfares. 

(d) Ascertaining that all billboard and ccmnercial sign operators are properly 
licensed, insured, and bonded; arrl 

p. (7) Sec. 34-10 (2) 

Definition of Billboards - rroved to item no. 22 and defined as "Sign, 
Billboards". All other definitions to be renunbered accordingly. 

p. (7) Sec. 34-10 (3) - Delete the word Carrnercial. 

The Term "Director of Building Inspections" i s changed to r ead "Electrical 
Examining and Supervising Board" in the following Sections: 

p. 7 Sec 34-10 (3); p. 7 Sec. 34-10 (5); p. 14 Sec 34-11 (B); p. 14 Sec. 
34-11 (E); p. 15 Sec. 34-12 (A) & (B); p. 16 Sec. 34-12 (E). 

p. 9 Sec 34-10 (17) 

Sign - New paragraph to be inserted between the existing definition arrl the 
CaIrnenary • 

- The foregoing en\.llTleration of signs shall not be considered to be exclusive. 
The term "sign" shall include all other devices or structures, as may 
reasonably be included under it; whether attached or unattached. 

p. II Section 34-10 (29) 

Sign, Pole - changed to read - "A sign that is nounted on a free standing pole 
or other support." The phrase " ••. so that the botton of the sign face is 
eight and one half (8 1/2) feet or nore above grade." is deleted. 

p. 14 Sec. 34-11 

1 

(C) The existing paragraph is changed to read ••• "Prior to taking the examina
tion, each applicant must derronstrate to the Electrical Examining and 
Supervising Board an ability to read and write English and shaw proof of at 
least four (4) years practical experience at the trade working under a 
Billboard C)?erator. The applicant shall also suhnit to the Board an 
affidavit , duly sworn, setting forth his experience; proof of that exper
ience shall be included with the affidavit. 
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p. 15 Sec. 34-12 

(C) '!his paragraph is changed to read "IX) applicant will be allowed to take the 
test unless he has derronstrated the ability to read an:'! write English, an:'! 
can sho.v proof of IX)t less than four (4) yers practical experience working 
under a Cannercial Sign Operator at the trade. The applicant shall also 
submit to the Board an affidavit, duly sworn, setting forth his experience; 
proof of that experience shall be included with the affidavit. 

p. 16 Sec. 34-13 

The follo.ving sentence is added. 

The license holder m.lSt renew his or her license within thirty (30) days of the 
beginning of the City's fiscal year or the license shall be declared in default 
and the holder shall be subject to re-examination. 

p. 20 Sec. 34-18 

(B) Delete and re-designate the remaining sections acoordingly. 

(e) last sentence is changed to " ... , or if the Board, by a vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) or llOre of its rrembers present .•• " 

p. 24 Sec. 34-22 

The tenn "Master Electrician ' s Bend" is changed to "bond and insurance." 

p. 24 Sec. 34-23 

(A) Changed to read "no pennit for the erection or alteration of any sign over 
any sidewalk, alley, or other public property, or en or over any roof or 
building, shall be issued to any person except with the oondition that it 
lTBy be withdrawn at any time; in which case such sign shall be inmediately 
rerroved by the o.vner thereof. 

p. 25 Sec. 34-23 (B) 

The fourth sentence is changed to "If an inspection has lX)t been requested •.• " 
rather than" ... not been perfoImed •.• " 

(C) The following section is added: 

If a license holder supplying his license for a finn or oorporation doing 
business under this code severs his oonnections with that finn or oorporation, 
and desires to use his license in oonnection with another finn or corporation, 
the latter canpany must furnish the City with a perfonnance bond and cauply 
with the requirements of Section 34-15. 
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(D) '!he following section is added: 

Should a license holder sever his connections with a firm or corporation, that 
carpany will be alla.~ed to carplete all work for whidl permits were issued 
prior to the severance of the license holder, provided an interim rond and 
insurance are posted with the City. Additionally, sufficient evidence shall be 
sul:mitted to, and approved by, the Board, establishing the ability of the firm 
to carplete the work in the manner prescribed by this Chapter. 

p. 26 Sec. 34-26 (B) 

The following phrase is added to the l ast sentence" posted in the offices 
of the Department of Building Inspections and in the Office of the City Clerk. 

p. 31 Sec. 34-36 

(C) '!he second sentence is d1anged to add the term "galvanized" e.g.," ••• Only 
sound, straight, steel, galvanized, or iroo pipes •. . 

(G) 'Ihe caption "Minimum Size" is added aOOve the list of pipe sizes and sign 
weights. 

p. 32 Sec. 34-38 (B) 

'!he first sentence is d1anged to read "Foof signs, except electrical signs, 
shall not exceed thirty-two (32) feet in total height. •. 

p. 39 Sec. 34-44 

(C) '!he last s entence is d1anged to read: "During that sixty (60) day period, 
a billboard may be erected on that site, providied that the new sign shall 
confonn to all construction and h eight requirements of this ordinance . '!he 
new sign shall have the same size sign face as the previous billboard, 
within the limits of Section 34-47. If the square footage of the existing 
sign exceeded the standards set out in the ordinance, the new sign must 
confonn to the provisions of Section 34-47. 

- Also the Ccmnentary is deleted. 

(D) '!he first sentence is d1anged to read: "A billboard operator may ••• " and 
the follONing sentence has been added : 

'!he new sign shall have ti1e same size sign f ace as the previous billboard, 
within the limits of Section 34-47. If the square footage of the existing 
sign exceeded the standards set out in the ordinance, the new sign must 
confonn to the provisions of Section 34-47. 

'!he follONing paragraph would becane the new Section 34-41, and other Sections 
would be renumbered accordingly. 



"'!he City Sign Inspector, 00 his duly authorized inspectors, shall have the 
right to visit any site where a sign is being erected or enter any building 
where a sign is being constructed for installation within the City, during 
reasonable hours, in the discharge of their official duties for the purpose of 
making any inspection necessary." 

In addition, the follcrwi..ng amendments have been recomnended by the Ccmni.ttee. 
'!hese changes had been approved earlier but were inadvertently left out of the 
final printed draft. 

p. 7 Sec. 34-10 (A)(2) 

'!he phrase" which directs the attention of the traveling public to a 
business .• • " is inserted in the defini tioo of billboards. 

p. 36 Sec. 34-43 (C) 
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Change the sentence to read "Additionally, all billboards in excess of seventy
five (75) square feet are to be set back fran the follo.ving facilities, 
districts, and parks as specified below: 

(C) (7) "additionally, no billboards in excess of seventy-five (75) square 
teet ... " 

(C) (8) "Billboards in excess of seventy-five (75) square feet shall not ••. " 

(D) This paragrafh is changed to read: "All billboards shall be set back a 
distance of at least fifteen (15) feet fran the railing of an overpass or 
bridge 00 any road, street, highway or expressway. 

Staff further recommends that the follcrwi..ng addition be made to the definition 
of Billboards p. 7 Sec. 34-10 (2) " •.. or thing, except those advertisements 
placed benches provided for the convenience of public transit patrons, .•. " 



CITY OF S.A.N ANTONIO 

Honorabl e Mayor Henry G. Cisneros 
and Members of th e City Council 

City of San Antonio 
P. O. Box 9066 
San Antonio, Texas 78285 

P . O . BOX 906 6 

SAN ANTONIO . TEXAS 7828~ 

March 21, 1984 

Dear Mayor Cisneros and Members of the City Council: 

On Monday , March 19, 1984, the Electrical Examinin g and Super
vising Board r ev iewed the dr af t of Ch apter 34 of the City Cod e 
which you will consider on Thursday, March 22, 1984. Our 
recommended changes to th e ordinance are being for warded t o 
you by Mr. Camar go under sepa rat e co ver. 

At our meeting, the Board members spoke with Mr. Dic McGoon 
regarding his concer n s ove r the regulation of bu s bench adver
tis eme n ts through Chap ter 34. We understand, and share, Mr. 
McGoon' s concern over t his issue; but we do not b el i eve that 
this particular advertising medium should be addressed in this 
document. 

Accordin gly , the Board suggests that bench advertisements be 
the subject of a separate ordinance which would end confusion 
on the matter. The Electrical Examin i n g and S up e r v i si n g Board 
will establish a committee to review the subject. We hope that 
our work will meet community needs as well as Council's inten
tions. 

TS/CP/ar 

cc: Dic ~!cGoon 
Board Members 

Sincerely, 

q;;;v~~ 
Tom Sandoval, Chairman 
Electrical Examining & 

Supervising Board 

" AN EQUAL OPPOR T U NITY EMPLOYER" 



Approval CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
For CMO use onlv 

Finance Budget Date Considered 
-

Consent 0 Individual 0 
Request For OrdlnanceiResolution item No. 

Legal Coordinator 
. i~ • Ord. No. 

~-

i .• , ~ . .. I -

Date: pepartment: Contact Person/Phone" 

March 21, 1984 Building Inspections Gene Camargo 299-8232 

Date Council Consideration Requested: Deadline for Action : ....,p •. 
~7~ March 22, 1984 

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE {/ 
The attached rev~s~on of Chapter 34 of the City Code is the result of a full year's 

effort by the Committee on Billboard Regulations, and reflects the agreements reached by 
the Committee's merribers. Major changes effected in this ordinance concern height, 
spacing, and setback requirements for billboards; establishing maximum square footage 
a llowances for sign faces; and providing for a "scenic corridor II along the McAllister 
Freeway. 

The Committee hosted a public forum on February 27th, to receive public input on the 
proposed document. A synopsis of the citizen cc:mnents received at that forum has been 
provided to Council. 

When the proposed ordinance was reviewed during liB" session on March 15th, Staff 
infonned the Council that the Electrical Examining and Supervising Board would not be 
able to review the draft until March 19th. Accordingly, a list of the changes proposed 
by the Board, the Committee, and Staff has been attached to this merrorandum. 

In November, 1983, Council passed Ordinance #57937 which, as an interim measure, 
limited billboard permits to one per licensed operator per nonth. That ordinance was 
extended by Ordinance #57937 on November 22, 1983. These limitations expire today. 

Staff recarmends that Council approve the proposed ordinance with the amendments 
suggested by the Electrical ~~w, fM1'i1; ~Jrnr.'*rri!i\'ld~a1h Ithe Committee, and Staff. 

aunel e ran urn e ae 0 r I a 
Other Oepts., Boards, Committees Involved (please specify): 

Contract signed by other party 

Yes 0 No 0 
FISCAL DATA (11 Applicable) B udlletanl ",pilcatlons 

Fund No. AmI. Expended Funds/Staffing Budgeted Yes 0 No 0 

Actlvity No. SID No. Positions Currently Authorized 

1ndex Code Project No. Impact on future 0 & M 

Object Code If positions added, specify class and no. 

Commants: 

Coordinator - White 
Legal- Green 

Budget - Canary 
Finance - Pink 

Originator - Gold 

4/1162 Ref. A.O. 1.71 



CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
"8" SESSION ITEM NO.. I 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: City Cbuncil through the City Manager 

FROM : Gene camargo, Director of Building Inspections 

COPIES TO : Alexander E. Briseno, Assistant City Manager; Files 

SUBJECT: CHAPI'ER 34 OF THE CITY CODE 

Date March 9, 1984 

SlM1ARY A."ID RECOMMENDATICNS 

The attached revision of Chapter 34 of the City Cbde is the result of a 
full year's effort by the Committee on Billboard Regulations, and- reflects the 
agreements ' reached by the Committee's rrembers. Major changes effected in this 
ordinance concern height, spacing, and setback requirements for billboards; 
establishing maximum square footage allowances for sign faces; and providing 
for a "scenic corridor" along the McAllister Freeway. 

The Staff O:mnittee hosted a public forum en February 27th, to receive 
public input on the proposed document. A synopsis of the citizen cx:mnents 
received at that forum are provided to Cbuncil in Tab 2, 

It is reccmnended that the City Cbuncil conduct a public hearing and adopt 
the attached ordinance as an amendment to Chapter 34 of the City Code. 

Bll.CKGROUND 

In December, 1982, Cbuncil directed Staff to revise the City's billboard 
regulations. In February, 1983, staff informed Cbuncil that it intended to ask 
several private citizens, representing the viewpoints of the sign industry and 
neighborhood ass=iations, to participate in a Staff Oonmittee which would 
draft the revisions. That Corrmittee began its work in March, 1983. 

The attached ordinance represents the two requirements which the Committee 
imposed on itself: (1) TO develop workable regulations that sa feguard neighbor
hood interests while providing a r easonable atmosphere within which the bill
board industry can do business ; and (2) TO produce a concise, easily readable 
document . 

The billboard regulations represent a substantial Change from present 
requirements. A synopsis of the rrajor changes is found in Tab 1. Spacing, 
h eight, and square footage requireme."lts 'have been developed for billboards 
according to the street classifications established in the Major Thoroughfare 
Plan (i.e, Interstates and Expressways; Arterials; Cbllectors and Local Access 
streets) • 



City Council through the City Manager 
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Page 2 

Setback requirements have also developed from such areas as parks, cultural 
facilities, and historic districts . The attached ordinance also prohibits new 
billboards within historic districts, and establishes the McAllister Freeway 
between its intersection with Sunset lbad and Josephine Street as a scenic 
corridor. Within that corridor n::> billboards may be errected within six 
hundred and s ixty (660) feet of the public right-of-way. 

The Ccmnittee, the Department of Building Inspections and the Department 
of Planning oosted a public forum to receive citizen a:mnent on February 27th. 
'IWenty-two speakers addressed the Ccmnittee that evening, and a synopsis of 
their corrments have been included in the Council's packet. Each of the 
comments was carefully considered and several were incorporated in this draft. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

'IWo sign inspector positions currently exist. In order to adequately 
enforce these new regulations and a rrore agressive inspection program, which 
'includes on-premise and portable signs, fOLrr (4) additional sign inspectors and 
four (4) vehicles will be required. The total annual cost would be $78,240.00 
for persormel, and an initial cost of $24,800 for equipment and maintenance. 
Additional staff and equipment will be considered during the budget process. 
Revenue to fund these positions and equipment will o::me from an increase in 
f ees and in the nUllber of permits purchased as a result of the ITOre aggressive 
inspection program. Until such time as the new persormel are hired, the ordin
ance will be enforced with the staff available. 

CXl'!CLUSICN 

The attached ordinance is a substantial inprovernent over the current 
Chapter 34. It reflects the concerns of both individual citizens and the sign 
industry, and fairly addresses the needs of both groups . 

APPROVAL: 

GC/CP:bg 
Attachment 

Gene Camargo, Director 
Department of Building In _ tions 



COMMITTEE ON 
BILLBOARD REGULATIONS 

MEMBERSHIP 

Gene Camargo - Director of Building Inspections 

Roland A. Lozano - Director of Planning 

Rebecca Quintanilla Cedillo - Assistant Director of Planning 

George Gutierrez - Assistant Director of Building Inspections 

Dan Bratton - Bratton Sign Company 

Mike Garcia - Neighborhood Coalition 

Gerald Maddox - Cedar Creek Fabrications 

June Kachtik - Zoning Commission 

William Kaufman - Holbrook, Kaufman and Becker (Attorneys) 

Cathy Powell - Neighborhood Interests 


