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46566 
AN ORDINANCE 

Al1ENDING TABLE 33-A OF THE UNIFORM BUILDING 
CODE; REQUIRED SQUARE FEET PER OCCUPANT FOR 
DAY CARE FACILITIES. 

* * * * 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ~~TONIO: 

Table 33-A of the Uniform Building Code (1970)is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

Table No. 33-A - Available Square Feet Per Occupant 

Use Minimum of Two 
Exits Required 
Where Number of 
Occupants is Over 

Square Feet 
Per Occupant 

Nurseries for Children (Day Care) 3 
5 

Added 3 Minimum Compliance: 

a. Floor space shall be measured wall to wall using inside 
dimensions of rooms used for play. 

b. Floor space shall be exclusive of kitchen, toilet rooms, 
office, halls, stairways, storage areas, adult furniture 
and outdoor equipment :/d inside. " 

PASSED AND APPROVED this yr -d-ay of ~ • 1976. 

M A Y o R 

ATTEST: A ;<~~_~ 
/-~it~ erk 19 

APPROVED AS TO FORIvl: 
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~ITY OF SAN ANTONIC 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: City Attorney 
------------~--------~-----------------------------------------------------

FROM : ________ D_l_"r __ e_c_t_o_r __ o_f __ B __ u_i_l_d_i_n~g~_a_n_d __ P_l_a_n_n __ i_n=g __ A_d_m_l_"n __ i_s_t_r_a_t_l_"o_n ______________ _ 

COPIES TO: ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

SUBJECT: _____ A_m __ en __ d_m_e_n_t __ t_o __ T_a_b __ l_e __ 3_3_-_A __ o_f __ t_h_e ___ U_n_i_f_o_r_m __ B_u_l_"l __ d_i_n=g __ C_o_d_e ________ __ 

Date Ap r illS, 19 76 

It is requested that Table 33-A of the Uniform Building Code 
pertaining to square foot requirements per child in "Nurseries 
for Children (Day Care)" be amended as follows: 

Table No. 33-A Available Square Feet Per Occupant 

Use Minimum of Two 
Exits Required 
Where Number of 
Occupants is Over 

Nurseries for Children (Day Care)3 5 

Added 3 Minimum Compliance: 

Square Feet 
Per Occupant 

35 

a. Floor space shall be measured wall to wall using 
inside dimensions of rooms used for play. 

b. Floor space shall be exclusive of kitchen, toilet 
rooms, office, halls, stairways, storage areas, 
adult furniture aD~ outdoor equipment stored inside. 

This amendment is necessary in order that the Uniform Building 
Code, as it pertains to Nurseries for Children (Day Care) be the 
same as the State of Texas requirements. 

The San Antonio Metropolitan Health District, the City Attorney's 
Office, and the Fire Prevention Bureau have been contacted and 
are in agreement with this amendment. Further, the Board of 
Examiners and Appeals, at its meeting of October 15, 1975, recom­
mended to the City Council the approval of this amendment to 
Table 33-A of the Uniform Building Code. 

It is requested that an ordinance be prepared and placed on the 
City Council agenda of April 22, 1976. I will handle this item 
before the Council. 



Amendment to Table 33-A of the Uniform Building Code 
April 15, 1976 
Page 2 

I hereby certify this item has been fully reviewed by staff 
and all background investigations have been properly completed. 
I also certify this ordinance will not have to be pulled for 
any reason after placement on the agenda. 

GDV,Jr/ar 

Attachments 

and 
on 



IIltl!rdcpartlllcnt C,., respondence Shcet 

TO: 
[·11'. C; e 0 r (1 r. IJ ,1 1111, [) ire c tor [j u i -I din <J ft flli\ II n i n y J\ rllll • 

FROM: 
C. C. S h i1 VI , C II i e f 0 f i- ire [1 rev e n t i fJ n 

--~-------- -- - --- - -- -_. - - - - -- --------._-----_._------- ---- _ . --- . "-_ ... "--_._---"--- ._-------- --

COPIES TO: i-iles 
----_._._._- _._-----------_. --- -- - -- -_._----------------_._------------------ ._._------

SUBJECT: Let t err r 0 111 T e X i1 S L. ice n sed C II i 1 cJ C (1 t- e Ass 0 cia t ion 
-------------_._._------ _.--_.---_._----_._---

THE 3S S()lJl\In FEET i-OR EACH CHILD IN A LICUISED 

DAY CIH<E CUIT ER IS THE STANDARD RElllJIREr-1UIT APPROVED 

[3 Y T II ISO F i- I C [: . 

C. C. S II A\'J , 
Chief of Fire Prevention 



Illlf!lcicp;UtI11Cllt COl "spondel1cp. Shect 

TO P,uildinrJ t, PLln nin rj l\dmini~3tration; T\tt:n.: I-1r. Lindley 

COPIES 10: 
--------- - - - ..... _ .. _- ----- ---- --- -- -_......:. _ -- ---------_.- . -.. _- ----- - -._----------

SUBJf:CT Chi le) c~u~c. 

This i s in re sponse to your memo of September 26, 1975 wherein 
you seel~ clarification as to the square footage per child required 
for day care centers. 

The Building Co0e requires a minimum of 5 0 sguare feet per 
child. The State ])cp<.trtment of Public \vclfan~ requires u minimum 
pJ.(lY area of 35 sq1)(l.re feet per child. Doth square footage 
requirernc-nts are mi.llimum, and there is no actual conflict since 
it is cprtainly pos ::~ iblc to comply with both, therefore, both are 
applicahle. It is noted thal: the square footaqc requirements of 
the Stal:e pertain only to play an~(), ilnd that in computing this 
area one TllllSt e){clude kil:.ch(?ns, toilet facilities, offices, halls, 
stairways, stora~y-~ orO,1S and adult furni.ture areas. In computing 
the urea, onr:: must a1::;0 exclude areas not consistently available 
[or the chi lcJrc n for pLty, such as areas for nappinrJ or eating. 
This beincJ true, l.I.1C t wo rccJuirellll":nU; Inay not be filr upart in most 
cases. r-lcvcrtltc~lc ~3 S, 'de should enforce our code requirements 
irrespective of state regulations. 

13Y: 

JflP:TF:amt 

J Nms l'1. P l\m(r~H 
l\cting City Attorney 

':;11~t:Jf:cI*i 
Assistant City l\ttorney 



\, .... I j. #.... I ,\,) i , J \. I; • . _ ~ \.." 

11I\ '!r ci c partlll c nt C( ,'! CS P011ci c liCC Slicet 

FROM 

COPIES TO File 

SLJ I3JECT 

vl j Lh rf'f':a:rcls to Dr. 7,(I,r;r;;)r'i::t'", sl;atemcnt of rJ. conn :Lct ly,I;VIPOI1 the l'equl.remPllts of 
t,he C:LI.,'{ ' 3 ' flr}oprpd IJnj, f orm L1.I,ildLnr': Code andth8 Texas ~;t-'lLr, ~I 0. lfarc~ ]JupartlJl8nt ' s 
8rit:(!ria concr~r'lljrw I,he [ll:lxill1111ll nUJIlber 0[' children which fll::\,,)' be kept at a given 
'locatLon in (I, d;'l,~/ CilIJ~ ;.:i,tu,d,ion ,it shouJd be 11 0(;0.(1 , a :'; I'le un rlerstano it , th8,t, 
the Uniform HuiJrlinr; CO'if") spe,lk.c; to a fL~',llre of fjft~/ ()O) :,([U:1J'8 feet per chtld as 
(ll'plied to til<=! {';Cae,s an,'J. o f' the ~3tructure; YlllOreas , the ~j L, ,'LG vielfare lJe part1ll8nt 
rlppLLes (I, cont,rol:Ung OJ' 1 llllLtin,,; factor of thirty-five (-3 5) square feet per child 
of ind oor pla . .'! r : jY1Ce Iw:a~'; Ul 'erl on the .!l~t (irca of UV'! :3t.rll(:\;un: . (Copy of the 
applicable s[,anclarr'i ;lti;(l,-:il<?rl)' As YOll call sec.;, the:s8 :3Lanc1anls are not (l e~) :i{';ned to 
be incons:isten L ::lnrl 0)10i ~ ;:H) ;'l.pprox:Lm:ltj Cltl of Ule othr::r :i. ll Flost cao-,e~; if cnn ­
scL8rd-.:'lously ;:q' I)1i.0 rl; t;-.,: ~ l'I'')f()rr~ , H(~ can not bo i .rl o ['Tn:d,ti. o l1 to a prop oc3ec'l local 
ordinance change th;lt :rOil In,j,Y be cons:Lclerinc; to rect1.fy the apparent inconsistency . 

1t Ghoulr11)e )1oLp(j Lh;:ll Li-J() oLher ;'t8.te 1:ielfare criteria, one ex Lst inf~ and one 
proposed , cOlllpl icaLe ill),-,' t.~ as ,'j solution of the problem . 

1. fls a pr 'lied 1;0 IIl(? I r!"t i t u t ional n:l y CarR ca I, r; ['in :: iJ) mentally 
re\;:l r' ,-lp. rj chU rl r r :ll , 1; 1-10 :JLa te H8lJ'are ])r:;partlllent I' {""f) , li res FJ 

] j,lTliti n,"': ClJ:'ca ,)f' l'u rLy (L~O) squaJ,'e feet per cili1c1 rneasu r ed on 
the tlfd, ;:()'0.1 (, r I ',l')(~ sl;r'dc-LUl'e. 

2 . If,,"VI prOI)C1s~~rl c',I,:.1l1ri.1l'(l" of th~~ \·!r:-n.'a l'c lJe JI:)['I;" I (:~nl', 1'lUl Cll JOI-I olle (1) 
chi 1 rl per tl'18tl i. ... ',-f i '/ 8 (? ) f:;rdua r'8 fpc t .Ihen 1--iv-' d::t/ care operation 
is lim i. ter] to one -half ( ) day 01' less. 

~Y~~~d~ 
\'J. II . lios~" !,'I . n. , f1.P . II. 
Liirector of Ilr)a1 th 

Him : GIIS : :3jg 

/I. ttachment 



~ :'TI i,,: I II i 
I' ",;" 'I(! 
I )! \',J /1.1 ·//1 

1 . " il Ci t ' ~,; d I I) " ,1 t' I: ;, ~ t '::: ~i ,, ~ ]ll ill n 
fr!l:i. (If illf'I')~fl" 1,1:,,>' (,I';";! : fOI" caell cllii(i 
p re: ~ [~I It ;-) l 111 U C (; I Il '; I. 

[/I I[\IIMU \'1 C1 J(·,tll ' I.I(\!.JCi : 
.----

0, l' lr jrq ~ ;! .. ,: J(; (: ~llz';f1 hr: Il ll ~ )~: I )I('rI 

wiilIIO'!,,;!!1 IJ '; il 'I~1 il l~ ,itl(! dilll(;II,;ioll:) (Jf I (lOfn:; 
LIsee! for pi n),. 

h. f loUl" ~ ,p:J('i : ~ : h;il l !le; C>:ciJ I ;.iv(~ of 
kilr:IIC'II, tnill :llr)ClIII(:, 01 [icC', II,ill ~; , :;l ;'liIV,'ZI)'~; , 

SI(ll 'iI~V) ,IIC:: :, lltil ill [II; Iliilil c ,mel oulcl()()r 
. cquil ,Illelll ~ ,I() r l'rJ ·ili <;idc. 

c. r'I ()Of ~;fl':llI~ Slle.1 11 1)(: C>:cilI:-;ivl: of 
(11(,0~. flOl r:oll '.i:.Ir.: IIII,/ eJ\'zlii;!i .lIi.) 1.C1 li}l) cililcl:r:1l 
·for pi:JV, Slldl ,I,; arl',),; 1(: ~.i: IVI:d (;xclll~;i\lcIV for 
flil ppi II\J 01 f\ ll i rl £/. 

/'" 
~. Tile tlz:)' C::JlC {,:silii), ,·hall h;!vC! ,In 

Olitcic):)1" pi,l\, <: rca wlliell is (i'!(:ililiJlc~ Lo ,ill the 
ch ilcll'011 ill r,'I ;' C. 

[VII [\j I M U IV! C () f\!r P L I (\ r~ c r: 

El, ' Ihc nlllnlH!1 of r:hildfcl1 il1 lll~ 

yard :;h :11I f1 0 i cx(;cl:d I flr: [cil io of OfW cilild 
pcr 80 SqUi Ji'C [cet of lI:',llll (~ yard SpClCC. 

b. The slnrr·c:llild rolio shn ll be 
rwintail lcel fur groups of chi lcJron il.l the play 

~ ICJ • 

../ C. Tile plil)i ilr 1'8 sld l be well 
dr ilifwcI ariel freo from sharp objcr: lS. 
Poi~;onoLi S pl ilflls sldl b(~ r(; fnovcd. T,mt:.s, 
ponds, O[lC:f1 wc: ll s, ci[(liflilqC cJilcilCS, sevV-<:lrF~ 

dispo::;a! equipmcnt ilild cl Cln~/ c fOIJS mi'IChin ery 
shall bcfl;llCc(.1 il1 to [llohihil their access to 
tllc cllilrlrr~ll. \';lll )i.lDI! rcccpl;lclcs, ~FJtbiJqc o r 
hinhly fi(Jflllnnble milll:ri;)1 sllnll Iwt be plese lll 
in th r~ play elf ea. Littc; ,- or triJsh C<Jns sh~11I be 
pcrmitted. 

I
" . 

, ,' .. I"' I' ' " .•• " 
i " r ' j 'I ~' ;' ( i' :' :: /. 'I . ~ I . . ~ , '0 .' 1,; • r, ... 

//' 

,/ d. Tl w I)I:!\I ,11(:,1 :;I,;ill I ), : filII )' 
CI1CIII:;r:r/ w ill i , :1 1";1 .. 11\\'11 ill";IIL; (II I·~I;I :: ,(; . 

I: 1.11:1 ((;! II I' :,Iul i !: I' i l'. ·lli r: ,:I"1 i),,' ,; 1)l li :l il: ;'! 1)1 ~ I 

fC'I\I;I: ;1/ II:d'~l f( ': 11 [rl 'l IliJ II " . lli(11 i, :,lllllllI 
(:II(JIJ(1h /0 deli:' 1 I.ililri l C! 11 fl ();1 1 IC '-:JI.' i llil til l! 
'y'illcllil otlli 'I :; Ir')111 ril l/ ril illf! it 1(\ ldilv. (~;1l("; 
~,I I:III ,il so 1)( ' ,:1 I (: ( J:~I f(JI) I [r:O l I li~" 1 (Hid 
f ,IS I (:I)(:rJ . 

C. Fl !r-,rJ!S 

from shorp po int;. 
/. 

" f. TIIC p lclV' C1fUI. sldl 11,1\1(: :;/);I,jr:ci 
.ilICiiS dillir l~ ! ,f'I'lillri::'of plclY. : ;h~lrlr' Illily lie 
r l'rc)lfiric:d iJ),::l !(:h I llill:!5 ,IS illlilcJiIIU ~ ;, iilI JO IS, 
tl ccs lind t(lll :;/llUL}s . 

~l. /\ Y;i ;'rI \A ddl ic; 011 illloc;I[r :rI ~:j) ,lCr; 

\Vililill ,J l(lI ~I ' :r ((;11(:1: I ,:rca , Sllcil (:~; i l ~;dlo()1 
Yenci, fll ily hc' 1 1 ~; (' cI :;r) IOrl(l ,J,; 1.lw cllildlCII'S 
rlilY is m)L il1lr:rr IlplCcl iJ'/ flOll(/;IY C';JI'C 
cili!cJrcll 01 uclLJI/:" 

h. I flf ( lrli~; :-;l1ull klvr: arl ,11(>;1 

,dloc;Jl( :d C>:cl I ISi '.' f'I V for the;I' LI S'; Wl)i'fl ll1r.V 
arc in the VOid, 

i. Wherl th e p loV (lICa cl Ch :S 1101 

cJirl;ctly (Icijoill lile: illc.ionr facility, it ,;kll l he 
rCJ cil (: cJ bV ,I sure; roule C1 11ci p l;lI1 ,q) pl cr.,'(:rl lly 
til (! Dr.; P;l I li r i cr 1 1.. Til () \'/1 i 11 ell pi CI rl S II :J II h (; em 
file ,It the fac ililY C;f lci a copy subrnitlc:d 10 lhe 
DcpElrtrnCr1l. 

D. r-u I'IN ISH I['J GS 

1. The day care fu r-iii1\' 511(1(1 have (J 

t elr.plwn c wi111 Cl number listed in the IOul1 
tc!cpllOne directory. 

MINIMUM COMPLIANCE 

A ray tolcrhono sholl l10t COf lstitutc 
c~)fI1P1 iJ I1C8. 

' I 
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1970 EDITION 

TABLE NO. 33·/I-/W/liLABLE SQUARE FEET PER OCCUPANT 

Minimum of 
Two Exi ts Required Squore Feet 
Where Num ber 01 Per 

Use I Occupants Is Over , Occupant 
-_._. __ .. - •.. _------_._-_.- .. --. 
Aircr:lft II:lngars (No rcpair) ]() 500 
A uet ion Booms 30 7 
Assemhly Areas, COllCl'ntratcd Use , 

(wititPlit fixed scats) 50 7 
A uciitfHilllm 
Bowling Alk"s (Assembly areas) 
Chl1rch~s andChapcls 
l) ;lll C'C Flnor, 
Loci!!/' I\noTl1s 
Hcvir''''ing Stands 
Star.iilllm 

AssrIllhly Areas, Less-concentrated 
Ust' 50 15 

Conferl ' fl cc Hoom5 
Dillin l~ I1norns 
Drinking Estahlishments 
Exhibit l\OOlllS 

C\'lnn~sillms 
L;)lIng es 
Sbting Hinks 
St~ges 

Children 's H OTl1CS :Inri 
H r1lTws for the Aged 5 80 

ClassroolllS 50 20 
DOrIn it III ics 10 50 
Dwellings 10 300 
Carar!C'. [':Irk in!! 30 200 
lIospital s and S;1I1it:lrilllllS-

Nursin ,t< Homes S 80 
Hotels and Ap;;rtm.cnls 10 200 
K j lclf~ n -Comrn ercia I 30 200 
LilmH'y HC:lTling HOOln 50 50 
Locker Hoorns ,'30 .50 
I'. lcchanic:d Equipmrnt 1100 111 '1 3D 300 
NlIlscrics for Ch il rlrCII (Day-care) .5 I ."3; ;:;0 
Oiricf~S :30 foo ---' 
Scho() l .c; IHll's :llId VOI ':1I ional I\ooms 50 50 
Storcs-- ilctail Sales Hooms 

Bascmcnl 20 
Crolllld Floor 50 30 
UPfwr Floors 10 50 

\ V ~rr.'hnll.ses 30 300 
All Othe rs 50 100 

lHcfcr to Sectio ns J.J 18 ;-Ind 3.:3 1 f.l fo r olhN ·.p edfi c req uircme nts . 
lSec Section 3302 [or hasement (';.;il rcqu j rrm(>J1 ls. 

443 

TABLE NO. 33-1\ 


