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June 19, 1954 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER OF THE CITY HALL AT 
10:30 A.M., SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 1954 

PRESENT: SCHERLEN, STEVENS, SHEARER, RUSSELL, EASLEY, LESTER, GONZALEZ 

ABSENT: A. C. WHITE, R. N. WHITE 

Mayor Pro-tern R. L. Lester presiding. 

Invocation by Rev. C. W. Black, Mt. Zion First Baptist Church 

The Clerk read the call of the meeting as follows: 

Mr. J. Frank Gallagher 
City Clerk 
City of San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Sir: 

Under authority vested in me by the Charter of the City, 
I hereby request that you call a Special Meeting of the City 
Council, required for the good of the City of San Antonio to 
convene at 10:30 A.M., June 19, 1954, in the Council Chamber 
of the City Hall of the City of San Antonio. 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ R. L. Lester 

Honorable Mayor and Members of Council 
City of San Antonio, Texas 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to a written request filed by Mayor Pro-tern Lester 
you are hereby called into a Special Session of the City Council 
to be held in the City Council Chamber in the City Hall at 10:30 
A.M. on the 19th day of June, 1954 for the good of the City. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ J. Frank Gallagher 
City Clerk 

Receipt of the above Special Meeting of the City Council of the 
City of San Antonio is hereby acknowledged. 

/s/ R. L. Lester 
/s/ H. J. Shearer 
/s/ Thelma Stevens 
lsi Emil O. Sch~len 

lsi R. R. Russell, Jr. 
/s/ Ralph V. Easley 
lsi Henry B. G'onzalez 

Mayor Pro-tern Lester, after calling the meeting to order, asked if there was 

anyone in the audience wishing to be heard. Rev. C. W. Black responded and said that he 

probably would like to address the council when he was sufficiently informed just what 

was before the council. 
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Mr. Lester then introduced a resolution "pertaining to the furnishing of adequatE 

public park facilities for all citizens of San Antonio". The resolution was then dis-

cussed by Rev. Black, Dr. Ruth Bellinger, S. J. Sutton, Archie Johnson, and other leading 

negro citizens. All protesting any legislation whatsoever regarding segregation of races. 

After discussion by members of the Council the resolution was amended to read 

as follows: 

A RESOLUTION 

BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO PER­
TAINING TO THE FURNISHING OF ADEQUATE PUBLIC PARK 
FACILITIES FOR ALL OF ~ CITIZENS OF SAN ANTONIO 

WHEREAS, it has been the custom in the City of San Antonio for many years 
that the use of public recreational facilities be enjoyed by the citizens of 
San Antonio on a segregated basis, and 

WHEREAS, application has been made by persons of the Negro race to 
abolish the segregated use of City recreational facilities in certain 
cases, and 

WHEREAS, the present City Council of the City of San Antonio is sympathetic 
with and wishes to treat all of the citizens of San Antonio in a fair and 
pnllit.Plhlp m;:tnnpY' now therefore. 



June 19, 1954 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

That the use of all city-owned golf courses and tennis courts shall be 
hereafter open to and shall be enjoyed by all citizens of the City of San Antonio 
on an unsegregated basis. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 19th day of June, A. D. 1954. 

ATTEST: 
J. Frank Gallagher 
City Clerk 

R. L. Lester 
Mayor Pro-tem 

The resolution was thenpassed by the following vote: Ayes, Scher len, Stevens, 

Shearer, Russell, Easley, Lester, Gonzalez; Nays, none; Absent, A. C. White, R. N. White. 

Mr. Lester then introduced the following ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 20,307 

PROVIDING FOR THE SEGREGATION OF THE NEGRO AND 
WHITE RACES IN THE USE OF CERTAIN DESIGNATED 
CITY OPERATED RECREATION FACILITIES; PROVIDING A 
PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF ANDIECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 

, 
( Full text in Ordinance Book AA pageJ 89 ) 

The matter was then thoroughly discussed by all the above mentioned negro citizens 

and others including Harry Burns and Menefee Dodson. 

Mr. Scherlen then addressed the council stating his opposition to its passage on 

grounds of unconstitutionality and morality. He does not believe the council has the 

right to pass such legislation. Mr. Gonzalez also registered his disapproval. 

Mrs. Stevens then called upon the City Manager for his recommendation regarding 

the ordinance. The Manager, Mr. Winton, made a statement direct to the negro citizens 

expressing to them his good will and his idea that he was not trying to work any hardship 

on them then turning to the council members he asked earnestly that the ordinance be 

passed. He feels that before opening the swimming pools, unsegregated, a transitional peri(~ 

is necessary and he asks that at least six members support the ordinance so that immediate 

effectiveness will follow. He cited his work heretofore for civil rights and friendliness 

to the negro race to show his Sincerity but is firmly of the opinion that an educational 

period is necessary before wide open operation of pools. 

Several of the negro citizens replied direct to the City Manager, Mr. Winton. Mrs. 

Stevens and Mr. Easley both stated they would follow the wishes of the City Manager. The 

vote was taken and the ordinance was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Stevens, Shearer 

Russell, Easley and Lester; Nays, Scherlen, Gonzalez; Absent, A. C. White, R. N. White. 
- - ~ ~ ------

There not being six votes the emergency clause was not effective. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, sannded by Mr. Easley, the meeting adjourned. 
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