
SPECIAL MEETING O F  THE C I T Y  COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL, ON 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1979 .  

The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  5:10 P.M. by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r ,  Mayor L i l a  C o c k r e l l  with the  fo l lowing  members present: CISNEROS, 
WEBB, DUTMER, WING, EURESTE, THOMPSON, ALDERETE, ARCHER, STEEN, COCKRELL; 
Absent: CANAVAN. 

79-60 The i n v o c a t i o n  was g iven  by t h e  Reverend Louis  Zbinden, F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. 

79-60 Members o f  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  and t h e  audience  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  Pledge 
of  A l l eg i ance  t o  t h e  f l a g  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  
- - - 
79-60 Mayor C o c k r e l l  exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  purpose of t h e  s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  
meet ing i s  t ~ . C ~ n s i d e r . t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a parade p e r m i t ,  which has  been 
requested by M r .  A l i  Seyed Fana i  Khayat, on beha l f  of t h e  1 r a n i a n  Muslim 
Organiza t ion .  

City Attorney ,  J ane  Macon e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  under  t he  C i t y  Code, 
any person  has  a x i g h t  t o  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  on a d e n i a l  
of a parade pe rmi t  by t h e  City Manager. She s t a t e d  t h a t  it i s  up t o  t h e  
Counci l  t o  e i t h e r  r e a f f i r m  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  C i t y  Manager o r  t o  
o v e r t u r n  it. 

Mayor C o c k r e l l  o u t l i n e d  t h e  steps and procedure  t o  be fo l lowed 
i n  t h e  appea l  hea r ing .  She f i r s t  c a l l e d  on M r .  Louis  Linden,  At torney  
f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  who spoke on beha l f  of t h e  I r a n i a n  Muslim Organ iza t ion .  

M r .  L o u i s  Linden,  A t to rney ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Manager had 
r e f u s e d  a  parade pe rmi t  t o  them and c i t e d  six d i f f e r e n t  r ea sons .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  group f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  two parade demons t ra t ions  t h e y  a r e  
r e q u e s t i n g  shou ld  be g ran ted .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n  Muslim Organiza- 
t i o n  d e s i r e s  a p e a c e f u l  demons t ra t ion  and w i l l  i n  no way i n v o l v e  them- 
s e l v e s  i n  any i n t e n t i o n a l  v i o l e n c e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Supreme Cour t  
has h e l d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  of  v i o l e n c e  i n  a demons t ra t ion  shou ld  not p r o h i b i t  
such a demons t ra t ion  from t a k i n g  p l a c e .  

M r .  Linden s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  for t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  
be a con t inu ing  one r e q u e s t i n g  a pa rade  pe rmi t  f o r  a d a t e  w i t h i n  f i v e  days  
a f t e r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s  body on h i s  appea l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  C i t y  Manager 
Huebner 's  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  hos t ages  cou ld  be harmed is based  on 
c o n j e c t u r e .  He spoke i n  f a v o r  of f r e e  speech and f r e e  assembly.  

M r .  Anthony Gonzalez spoke on beha l f  of  the I r a n i a n  Muslim 
Organiza t ion  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  parade  permi t .  H e  stated t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t c t i o n  
of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  p e r t a i n s  t o  anyone w i t h i n  t h e  bounda r i e s  and a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n s  have freedom a l though  t h e y  are n o t  c i t i z e n s .  
H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f e e l s  t h a t  m i n o r i t y  groups w i l l  be a f f e c t e d  
i f  t h e  I r a n i a n s  a r e  a l lowed t o  be i n t i m i d a t e d .  

M r .  S t eve  Marsha l l ,  Cha i rperson  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Worker 's  Party, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  majority of Americans t h a t  a n o t h e r  w a r  
n o t  be waged. H e  s t a t e d  that he a g r e e s  w i th  S e n a t o r  Kennedy t h a t  an open 
debate  on t h e  matter shou ld  be he ld .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he feels that t h e  
Shah should  n o t  be g iven  asylum i n  San Antonio,  n o r  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  H e  
f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  that t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  app l i e s  t o  
everyone i n  t h i s  Country. H e  asked t h a t  t h e  City Counci l  g r an t  t h e  
pa rade  permi t .  
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City Manager Huebner exp la ined  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  reasons  why 
he  f e l t  t h e  perrnit f o r  t h e  parade  demons t ra t ion  should  n o t  be g ran ted .  
H e  c i t e d  several r ea sons  for h i s  d e c i s i o n .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 
judgement c a l l  which he  had made a f t e r  a long deba te .  H e  asked t h a t  
t h e  C i t y  Counci l  s u p p o r t  h i s  d e n i a l  of t h e  pe rmi t .  

M r .  R i c c i  Ware, d i sc jockey  w i t h  KBUC ~ a d i o ,  spoke i n  bppos i t i on  
t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  parade  permi t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  feel that 
t hey  are n o t  c a u s i n g  problems,  b u t  t h e  I r a n i a n s  are t h e  ones caus ing  
t h e  problem. H e  spoke i n  favor of t h e  C i t y  Manager's d e c i s i o n .  

M r .  Lorenzo B a u t i s t a  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  
p r o t e c t i o n  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  I r a n i a n s ,  who had been s i t t i n g  on t h e  C i t y  
Hall s t e p s .  

M r .  Darwin Sweeten s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people  of t h i s  count ry  
are t i r e d  of s u p p o r t i n g  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  h u r t  o u r  count ry .  

M r .  P a t  Broach expressed  h i s  concern t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n s  
were g iven  t h e  r i g h t  t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  City Counci l  and appea l  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  City Manager. H e  asked what r i g h t s  do t h e  
hostages i n  I r a n  have. H e  urged t h e  City Counci l  t o  uphold t h e  
d e c i s i o n  made by t h e  C i t y  Manager. 

M r ,  Edwin Rosenfold  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l i m i t  on freedom 
of speech and i n  t h i s  case, i f  t h e  pa rade  pe rmi t  should  be  g ran ted  
a r i o t  cou ld  be  i n c i t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  I r a n  has  committed an a c t  
of War and he f e l t  t h a t  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of war should be d e c l a r e d  and 
such parade  pe rmi t  den ied .  

M r .  Rober t  Dominguez s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Americans should  n o t  
be s i l e n c e d  and signed a p e t i t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I r a n i a n s  n o t  r e c e i v e  
any w e l f a r e .  H e  a l s o  r eques t ed  t h a t  a l l  I r a n i a n s  be depor ted .  

M r .  John C u e l l a r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  g r a n t s  freedom 
t o  c i t i z e n s  and d o e s n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  people  t h a t  are g u e s t s  o f  t h i s  
Country should  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  circumvent o u r  r i g h t s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he i s  concerned because t h e  I r a n i a n s ,  who are on t h e  steps of  C i t y  H a l l ,  
are n o t  j a i l e d  a l t hough  they  have l o i t e r e d  and defaced  p u b l i c  p rope r ty .  

M r .  Gary Woitena a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  
a pa rade  permi t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  permi t  would 
i n v i t e  a r i o t .  

M r .  John Runnal a l so  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of 
a pa rade  permi t .  

M r .  B.R. F e l l e r s  spoke a g a i n s t  t h e  parade  permi t .  H e  stated 
t h a t  h e  f e e l s  t h a t  a r i o t  would r e s u l t  from such an a c t i o n .  

M r .  Linden p r e s e n t e d  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  by M r .  
Rober t  Ozer, on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Texas C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  Union on parade 
p e r m i t s  f o r  I r a n i a n  s t u d e n t s .  (A copy of t h i s  statement i s  on f i l e  with 
t h e  minutes  of this meet ing.)  H e  asked t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Council  se t  aside 
t h e  emotions and t h r e a t s  of v i o l e n c e  and g r a n t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
I r a n i a n  s t u d e n t s  t o  dembnstra te .  

Mayor C o c k r e l l  d e c l a r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  c lo sed .  

M r s .  Dutmer s t a t e d  t h a t  bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  *ques t ion  have been 
hea rd ,  and a f t e r  rev iewing  t h e  f a c t o r s  she  made t h e  motion t h a t  t h e  
Counci l  uphold the Manager's d e c i s i o n  and t h a t  pe rmi t s  be denied f o r  
p u b l i c  pa rades  and/or  demons t ra t ions  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  Muslim s t u d e n t s  
and o t h e r s  who encompass t h e  cause e i t h e r  pro o r  con i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  
q u e s t i o n .  M r .  A l d e r e t e  seconded t h e  motion. On r o l l  call t h e  motion 
c a r r i e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  vo te :  AYES: C i sne ros ,  Webb, Dutmer, Wing, 
E u r e s t e ,  Thompson, A l d e r e t e  Archer ,  S t e e n ,  C o c k r e l l ;  NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: Canavan. - - 
December 11, 19.79 
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There being no f u r t h e r  business to come before the Counci l ,  
the meeting w a s  adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 

ATTEST : 

December 11, 1979 
. yl 

A P P R O V E D  
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M A Y O R  




