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Infrastructure & Growth Council Committee

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 22, 2010

2:00 p.m.

Municipal Plaza Room B

Members Present: Councilmember Philip A. Cortez, District 4, Chair

Councilmember David Medina, Jr., District 5

Councilmember W. Reed Williams, District 8

Councilmember Elisa Chan, District 9

Members Absent: None
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Staff Present: T.C. Broadnax, Assistant City Manager: Leticia Vacek, City

Clerk; Majed Al-Ghafry, Public Works Director, Rod Sanchez,

Planning & Development Sen'ices Director: Chris Looney,

Planning & Development Sen'ices Assistant Director; Anthony

Chukwudolue, Public Works Assistant Director; Audrey Zamora,

Assistant City Attorney; Mario Hune, District JO; Brandon

Smith, Office ofthe City Clerk

Others Present: James Cannizzo, US Army; Rollette Schreckenghost, SA

Consen'ation Society; Bruce MacDougal, SA Conservation

Society; Phil Reidinge, US Army; Sherry Hess, King William

Assoc; Roselyn Cogburn, King William Assoc; Bill Peters,

NE1SD; Rick McNealy; Michael Moore, GSABA; Rob Killen,

Kaufman & Killen; Martha Mangum, RECSA

1. Call to Order

Councilmember Cortez called the meeting to order.

2. Citizens to be Heard

Citizens addressed the Committee during corresponding items.

3. Approval of Minutes from the April 13, 2010 Infrastructure and Growth Council

Committee Meeting

Councilmember Medina moved to approve the Minutes of the April 13, 2010 Infrastructure and

Growth Council Committee Meeting. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. Motion

carried unanimously.

4. Interviews and possible recommendation on appointments to the Watershed

improvement Advisory Commission

Presented by Leticia M. Vacek, City Clerk

Leticia Vacek reported that there were five vacancies and that applicants were available for

interview. She stated that Tony A. Wood withdrew his application and that a copy of his
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explanation had been provided to the Committee. She noted that Robbie Thompson and James

Smyle were unable to attend and that both had submitted statements.

Walter Ague stated that he had been involved in public service and local politics for over 20

years and serves as co-chair of the Watershed Improvement Advisory Committee (WIAC). He

spoke of the importance of planning for watershed flood control issues and preparing for the

2012 Bond Program.

Robert Hahn noted his background in Civil and Software Engineering and stated that he was a

former WIAC Member. He added that he would like to utilize his education and experience to

serve the City of San Antonio.

James Justice noted his experience in Water Pumping and Distribution and stated that he had a

Class-A Water Distribution Certification. He spoke of the proper use of injection wells and

water treatment plants for better water production.

Patrick Klasing stated that he was a business owner and had prior experience on various boards

such as the YMCA and St Mary's Alumni Association. In response to Councilmember

Williams, he indicated that he had no prior experience on a City Board and clarified that he

owned a Freight Transportation Firm.

Randy Murdock stated that he had served on the following Boards: Parks & Recreation: Animal

Care Advisory; Community Development Advisory Committee; and serves as WIAC Co-Chair.

He noted that he had a strong background in Mathematics and requested the Committee's

consideration for reappointment.

Ms. Vacek read the statements of Robbie Thompson and James Smyle into the record. Ms.

Vacek also stated that the Committee's recommendation for appointment was scheduled for City

Council consideration on June 24, 2010.

Councilmember Williams moved to recommend the reappointment of Walter Ague, James

Smyle, and Randy Murdock and the appointment of Robbie Thompson and Patrick Klasing to

the Watershed Improvement Advisory Commission. Councilmember Medina seconded the

motion. Motion carried unanimously.

5. Briefing and possible action on a Council Consideration Request from District 10 -

Requesting analysis and review of the City's right-of-way fee and the costs

associated with the sale, closing, vacating and abandonment of city property for the

purposes of adding an additional fee to go toward the San Antonio Street

Endowment Fund

Presented by Majed A. Al-Ghafry, Director, Public Works

Majed Al-Ghafry reported that a review of existing Right-of-Way (ROW) fees indicated that

revenues generated were adequate to cover current ROW Division costs but did not generate the

magnitude of funding necessary to create sufficient interest for the Streets Endowment Fund. He

stated that staff does not recommend increasing ROW revenues as a funding source for the

Streets Endowment Fund. He also indicated that the 2001 ROW Ordinance required that all

revenue collected must be expended solely for expenses accrued by the ROW Group or Program

and that fund balances could not be absorbed into the General Fund. Mr. Al-Ghafry stated that
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staff recommended as part of the 2011 Budget Process, that staffing be realigned from the

General Fund to the ROW Fund and to equalize inspection fees for all parties involved.

In response to Chairperson Cortez, Mr. Al-Ghafry noted that staff had conferred with

Councilmember Clamp regarding said request. Mario Hune stated that Councilmember Clamp

supported staffs recommendation and that he would continue to explore other options to

financially support the Street Endowment Fund.

In response to Councilmember Chan, Mr. Al-Ghafry stated that there were ROW positions

funded from the General Fund and General Fund positions funded from the ROW Fund. Staff

will consolidate those positions to ensure positions are aligned to the correct funding source. He

clarified that the ROW Fund could accommodate all ROW positions.

Councilmember Chan moved to proceed as directed by staff. Councilmember Medina seconded

the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Cortez expressed his gratitude to Councilmember Clamp for his efforts to secure

additional funding for the Streets Endowment Fund.

6. Briefing on amendments to the Unified Development Code to establish a Military

Sound Attenuation Overlay Zoning District

Presented by Rod Sanchez, Director, Planning & Development Services

■ Rod Sanchez provided information on proposed amendments to add a new overlay district to

implement sound attenuation standards to protect the missions at Camp Bullis. He stated that the

amendments would require attenuation in habitable portions of new noise sensitive uses such as:

residences, nursing homes, funeral homes, libraries and schools. He noted that compliance

options included: noise readings showing a 25 decibel noise level reduction, or building

materials with specific Sound Transmission Class (STC) ratings.

Citizens To Be Heard

Michael Moore, GSABA, spoke in opposition to the proposed ordinance. He clarified that the

JLUS stated that an STC rate of 50 was sometimes used but not required. He provided

engineering data that supported a 28 STC door and window opening of 30% or less. He noted

that the difference between and STC 28 window and an STC 30 was three times the cost.

Jim Cannizzo, Fort Sam Houston, spoke in support of the proposed amendment and an STC rate

of 32. He stated that San Antonio lost two EOD Units due to noise complaints and cited the

importance of a Sound Attenuation Ordinance.

I

Rick McNeely, Smithers Merchant Builders, stated that the proposed ordinance would add a cost

of $60,000 to $100,000 to the construction of a skilled nursing home or the equivalent of

approximately $2 per square foot. He also suggested the use of foam installation as an

alternative to the use of fiberglass for roof deck installation.

Councilmember Williams asked of the difference between an STC rate of 28 and 30. Mr.

Sanchez responded that he did not have that information. He stated that the studies that staff had
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reviewed ranged from a cost of $5,000 to $10,000 in materials using an STC 40 and an STC 32

for doors and windows.

Councilmember Williams moved for forward said item with an STC rate of 30 to the full Council

for consideration. Councilmember Medina seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

7. Briefing and possible action on amendments to the Unified Development Code to

establish an Airport Zoning District

Presented by Rod Sanchez, Director, Planning and Development Services

Christopher Looney reported that the proposed ordinance would establish the Airport District

(AD) as a base district and would have no impact on the Airport Hazard Overlay District

(AHOD). He stated that both the San Antonio International Airport and Stinson Airport were

zoned residential. He noted that the recently adopted Airport Land Use Plan recommended that

the appropriate zoning be applied to the Airport District. He added that the intent of the

proposed amendments were to legitimize the existing Airport operations; streamline the

permitting process; protect properties adjacent to the Airport; and relieve commercial properties

of strict setback requirements due to adjacency to residential zoning.

Councilmember Chan asked of the current zoning surrounding the Airport. Mr. Looney

explained that there was a variety of zoning from commercial to residential end uses. He stated

that the Airport is currently zoned single family residential and that the proposed amendments

would correct that issue and relieve the surrounding commercial properties from strict setback

requirements.

Councilmember Chan moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Medina seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

8. Briefing and possible action on proposed recommendations from the Historic

Preservation Strategic Plan included amendments to chapter 35 of the Municipal

Code, unified Development Code, regarding changes to various articles including

Article I, Purpose and Scope; Article III, Zoning; Article IV, Procedures; and

Article VI, Historic Preservation and Urban Design; Article VIII, Administrative

Agencies; and Appendices A, B, and C

Presented by Shanon Peterson-Wasielewski, Director, Office of Historic Preservation

Shanon Peterson-Wasielewski presented significant revisions to the Unified Development Code

(UDC) to include: Tax Incentive Enhancements; Landmark Designation; Contributing versus

Non-Contributing; Initiation of historic districts; Demolition permit fees; and Demolition review

criteria. She stated that the Historic Design Review Commission and the Zoning Commission

recommended approval of the proposed revisions.

Citizens To Be Heard

Rollette Schreckenghost, SA Conservation Society, spoke in support of the proposed revisions

and endorsed the consolidation of exceptional and significant landmarks and the provisions for

clarifying the role of the Historic Preservation Officer.
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Sherry Hess, King William Association, spoke in support of the proposed revisions and

endorsed the 51% approval to 51% opposition provision. She stated that the provision would

simplify the process.

Rosalyn Cogburn, King William Association, spoke in support of the proposed revisions.

In response to Councilmember Williams, Ms. Wasielewski clarified that there was no citizen

opposition to the provisions regarding "authority".

Councilmember Medina moved to forward said item to the full Council for consideration.

Councilmember Chan seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

9. Adjourn

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourn

Respectfully Submitted,

Brandon T. Smith

Office ofthe City Clerk
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