
TO: 

FROM: 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION REQUEST 

Mayor & City Council 

Councilwoman Leticia Cantu, District 4 

COPIES TO: 
Sheryl Sculley, City Manager; Leticia Vacek, City Clerk; Chris Callanen, Assistant to 
the City Council; Michael Bernard, City Attorney; Catherine J. Hernandez, Special 
Projects Manager; Ranliro Gonzales, Senior Management Analyst; 

SUBJECT: Texting While Driving Ban 

DATE: April 13, 2010 
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I ask for your support for the inclusion of the following item on the agenda of the e!!Bies?' ~'-' 
available meeting of the Governance Committee: ~ I ~ 

I respectfully request that the Office of the City Attorney and the San Antonio Police 
Department take the appropriate steps in bringing forward to the appropriate committees an 
ordinance bruming the use of mobile conmlllnication devices for texting or internet browsing. 

Brief Background 

Distracted driving, a non-driving activity has been cited as one of the primary and most 
common reasons behind many traffic accidents in San Antonio and arOlmd the nation. The 
issue has gained so much attention due to staggering anlOlmt of deaths, 6,000 in 2008 and 
nearly haIfa million injured, that the U.S. Department of Transportation has launched several 
initiatives in order to deter from the activity and educate on the dangers. 

Although relatively new, texting laws have been adopted in approximately 20 states and countless 
other municipalities. Considering the fast emergence of the problem and the mounting evidence 
presenting the threat to the safety of all road users it is imperative San Antonio begin to properly 
address the safety issue. 

The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to: 
• Improve safety for all roadway users; 
• Prevent accidents related to the act of text messaging while driving; 
• Reduce injuries, death, property damage, and associated costs and; 
• Authorize law enforcement officers to stop vehicles and issue citations to persons texting 

while driving as a standard offense. 

Exceptions to the ordinance should be discussed within the committees and public meetings and 
should include such defenses as; 

• Reporting an emergency, or criminal or suspicious activity to law enforcement authorities. 

Texling While Driving Ban 



• Receiving messages related to the operation or navigation of a motor vehicle; safety-related 
information including emergency, traffic, or weather alerts; data used primarily by the 
motor vehicle; or radio. 

• Using a device or system for navigation purposes. 
• Conducting wireless interpersonal communication that does not requi re manual entry of 

multiple letters, numbers, or symbols or reading text messages, except to activate, 
deactivate, or initiate a feature or function. 

Your favorable consideration is requested. 

Submitted for Council consideration 
by: 

Councilwoman Leticia Cantu, District 4 
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