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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL GIl Y GLER/{ 
COUNCIL CONSIDERATION REQ T 

TO: Mayor & City Council 

FROM: Councilwoman Jennifer V. Ramos 

COPIES TO: 

Sheryl Sculley, City Manager; Leticia Vacek, City Clerk; Edward Benavides, 
Executive Assistant to the City Manager; Chris Callanen, Assistant to the City 
Council; Michael Bernard, City Attorney; Catherine J. Hernandez, Special Projects 
Manager; Ramiro Gonzales, Senior Management Analyst 

SUBJECT: Highway Dedication for SSGT William Bordelon, Medal of Honor Recipient 

DATE: October 29, 2008 

Issue Proposed for Consideration 

I ask for your support for the inclusion of the following item on the agenda of the earliest 
available meeting of the Governance Committee: 

District 3 San Antonio City Councilwoman Je11l1ifer V. Ramos respectfully requests your 
support in directing staff to take the appropriate steps to re-name a segment ofIH-37 to honor 
one of our greatest local heroes, Staff Sergeant Willianl J. Bordelon. 

Brief Background 

William Bordelon was awarded the Medal of Honor for his courageous efforts on behalf of his 
fellow marines and this nation at the battle of Tarawa. His valor in this battle was a 
contributing factor in the ultimate occupation of the island. He gallantly gave his life for his 
country. Staff Sgt. Bordelon grew up in San Antonio in the Harlandale area. We would like 
to have the section ofIH-37 from the intersection of Highway IH37 and IH-IO/90 to where 
IH-37 intersects with IH-35 re-named the "William Bordelon Expressway". 

Letters of support for this action have been received from Commissioner Adkission and from 
former Congressman Tejeda, while Congressman Tejeda was in office. 

This request is in accordance with the Texas Transportation Code, Section 1 Chapter 225 
guidelines. § 225.002. MEMORIAL DESIGNATION OF HIGHWAY BY LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT. (a) A local gover11l11ent may assign a memorial or other 
identifying designation to a part of the highway system. 

Submitted for Council consideration 
by: 

Supporting Cowlcihnembers' Signatures (4 only) 

11l1ifer Ramos, District 3 
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WILLIAM J. BORDELON 
Staff Sergeant 

United States Marine Corps 
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William Bordelon 
Citation 

Staff Sergeant William J. Bordelon 
United States Marine Corps 
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For valorous and gallant conduct above and beyond the call of duty as a member of an 
Assua/t Engineer Platoon of the First Battalion, Eighteenth Marines, tactically attached 
to the Second Marines, Second Marine Division; against the Japanese-held Atoll of 
Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands on November 20, 1943. Landing in the assault waves under 
withering enemy fire which killed all but four of the men in his tractor, Staff Sergeant 
Bordelon hurriedly made demolition charges and personally put two pill boxes out of 
action. Hit by enemy machine-gun fire just as a charge exploded in his hand while 
assaulting a third position, he courageously remained in action and, although out of 
demolition, provided himself with a rifle andfurnishedfire coverage for a group of men 
scaling the seawall. Disregarding his own serious condition, he unhesitatingly went to the 
aid of one of his demolition men, wounded and calling for help in the water, rescueing 
this man and another who had been hit by enemy fire while attempting to make the 
rescue. Still refusing first aid for himself, he again made up demolition charges and 
single-handedly assaulted afourth Japanese machine-gun position but was instantly 
killed when caught in afinal burst offirefrom the enemy. Staff Sergeant Bordelon's 
great personal valor during a critical pltase of securing the limited beachhead was a 
contributing factor in the ultimate occupation of the island and his heroic determination 
reflects the highest credit upon the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life 
for his country. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President oftlte United States 

Footnote: Staff Sergeant William James Bordelon was born on Christmas Day, 1920, in 
San Antonio, TX, son of William Jennings Bordelon and Carmen Josephine Bordelon. 
He attended iocal schools and graduatedfrom Central Catholic Higlt School where he 
was a cadet officer in the ROTC He was 5' 8 114 " and weighed 152 lbs. when he entered 
tlte Marine Corps 011 December 10,1941. In "boot camp" hefired a score of214 with tlte 

httn://www,marinemedals,cnmlhnrclp.lnn htm 





WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

Bexar County Commissioners Court seeks to honor two of our locally born World War II heroes, Staff Sgt. 
William James Bordelon, Jr. and Lt. Col. Robert George Cole. both recipients cflhe Congressional Medal of Honor, 
by supporting the renaming of segments oflhe local highway system after them; and 

the latc StnffSgt. William James Bordelon. Jr. ,U.S. Marine Corps, was posthumously awarded the Congressional 
Medal of I lonor for his courageous efforts on November20. 1943 on behalf of his fellow Marines and this nation at the 
BuUle ofTarnwa. Sgt. Bordelon wa,> killed in netion while he led the assault on the enemy and rescued fellow Marines. 
The Medal of Honor was presented to his parents by President Franklin D.Roosevelt in June 1944; and 

Lt. Col. Robert George Cole, U.S, Army, received the Congressional Medn1 of Honor for his gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his own nfe. above and beyond the caJl of duty on June 11. 1944. D-Day Invasion. He later lost his life 
while pcrfonning another act of valor in Holland; and 

the City of San Antonio and private donors have agreed to be financially responsible for placement of the signage. 
Commissioners Court of Bexar County support the renaming of the segment of highway JH 37 (on the east side) from 
11135 to IH 10 inhonorofSlaffSgt. Bordelon and the segment of highway JH 10 (on the south side) from IH 35 to IH 
37 in honor ofLt. Col. Cole. 

NOW. THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners Court of Bexar County, Texas hereby supports renaming the 
segment of highway I1-J37 from IH 35 to IH lOin honor ofSlaffSgl. William James Bordelon. Jr. and the segment of high way IH 10 
from IH 35 to 11137 in honor of Staff Lt. Col. Robert George Cole. 

WITNESS OUR SIGNATURES and SEAL OF OFFFICE this 21 th day of October, 2008. 

County Commissioner. Precinct 2 
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County Commissioner, Precinct 4 


