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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL, ON 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1968, AT 8:30 A.M. 

* * * 
The meeting was called to order by the presiding 

Mayor Pro-Tem John Gatti, with the following members 
CALDERON, JONES, JAMES, GATTI, TREVINO, PARKER, TORRES: 

McALLISTER and COCKRELL. 

The invocation was given by Councilman Pete Torres, Jr. 

Action on the minutes of the meetings held on 
December 21 and 28, 1967 was postponed at the request of Mr. Torres. 

Mayor Pro-Tem John Gatti announced that there are 
three zoning cases for hearing this morning which are appeal cases 
and require seven affirmative votes to carry. In view of the fact 
that only seven members of the council were present, it was agreeable 
to all concerned that zoning cases 3167 and 3127 be postponed for 
two weeks to January 18, 1968. Zoning case 3166 was postponed four 
weeks to February 1, 1968. 

68-2 First heard was zoning case 3083 to rezone Lots 50 
thru 75, Blk. 6, NCB 8989 from "c" Apartment District to "R-5" 
Single-Family Residence District located on the north and south 
sides of Chulita Drive between S. W. 37th and S. W. 38th Streets: 
having 656.8' on the north and south sides of Chulita Drive. These 
lots having a depth of 105.65'. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission recom
mended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Dr. Calderon, seconded by Mr. Jones, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Torres: NAYS: None: 
ABSENT: McAllister, Cockrell and Parker. 
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AN ORDINANCE 36,077 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DES
CRIBED HEREIN AS LOTS 50 THRU 75, BLK. 
6 6 NCB 8989 FROM "C" APARTMENT DISTRICT 
TO fiR-51! SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT. 

* * * 

68-3.'.:.. Next heard was zoning case 3122 to rezone Lot 17, 
Blk. 22, NCB 13405 (9.689 acres): Lot 24(15.831 acres) and Lot 25 
(5.386 acres), Blk. 8, NCB 13319 from "A" Residence District to 
IR-3" Multiple-Family Residence District. Lot 3, Blk. 23, NCB 
13627 (13.521 acres) from "Ali to "B-2" Business District. Lot 4, 
Blk. 23, NCB 13627 (1.510 acres) from "A" to "B-3" Business Dis
trict. Subject properties are located on the east side of I.H. 10 
Expressway, between Callaghan Road and Loop 410: having a total 
frontage of 1024.86 D on Callaghan Road, 1282.41 1 on I.H. 10, and 
478.011 on Loop 410. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Mro James, seconded by Dr. Calderon, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones u James, Gatti, Trevino, Torres: NAYS: None: 
ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell: ABSTAINING: Parker. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,078 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DE
SCRIBED HEREIN AS LOT 17, BLK. 22, NCB 
13405 (9.689 acres): LOT 24(15.831 acres) 
AND LOT 25(5.386 acres), BLK. 8, NCB 13319. 
FROM "A" RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO "R-3" MUL
TIPLE FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT. LOT 3, 
BLK. 23, NCB 13627(13.521 acres) FROM "A" 
TO "B-2" BUSINESS. LOT 4, BLK. 23, NCB 
13627 (1.510 acres) FROM "A" TO "B-3" 
BUSINESS DISTRICT. 

* * * * 
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62'74,,; ; Next heard was case 3147 to rezone the east 92. 76 ' 
of Lot 29, Blk. 7, NCB 8953 from "B" Residence District to "B-1" 
Business District located on the west side of Buffalo Street, 
162.5' south of W. Gerald Avenue; having 130' on Buffalo Street 
and a maximum depth of 92.76'. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Mr. James, seconded by Dr. Calderon, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Torres; NAYS: None; 
ABSTAINED: Parker; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,079 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE THAT 
CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDI
NANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO BY CHANG
ING THE CLASSIFICATION AND REZONING OF 
CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN AS THE 
EAST 92.76' OF ~OT 29, BLK. 7, NCB 8953 
FROM liB" RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO tlB-llI 
BUSINESS DISTRICT. 

* * * * 

68-5, Next heard was case 3151 to rezone Lot 47, Blk. 7, 
NCB 12256 from "F" Local Retail District to "I-I" Light Industry 
District located southwest of the intersection of N. W. W. White 
Road and Gembler Road; having 170.61' on Gembler, 204' on N. W. W. 
White Road and 45.99' on the cutback between these two streets. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of ,Dr. Calderon, seconded by Dr. Parker, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Parker and Torres; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 
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AN ORDINANCE 36,080 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO BY 
CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION AND REZONING 
OF CERTAIN PROPERTY PESCRlBED HEREIN AS 
LOT 47, BLK. 7, NCB 12256 FROM "F" LOCAL 
RETAIL DISTRICT TO "I-I" LIGHT INDUSTRY 
DISTRICT. 

* * * 

68-6 . ,:NeHt:l,heard, was case 3159 to rezone the east 60' of 
Lot 23, NCB 10594 being that portion not presently zoned "LL" 
Manufacturing from "B" Residence District to "I-III Light Industry 
District located 200 8 east of the east R.O.W. line of N. W. W. White 
Road and approximately 210' north of Dietrich Road, being 60' x 152.7' 
in size. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Dro Parker, seconded by Mr. James, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Parker and Torresi NAYS: 
None: ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,081 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO BY 
CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION AND REZONING 
OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN AS 
THE EAST 60 0 OF LOT 23, NCB 10594 BEING 
THAT PORTION NOT PRESENTLY ZONED "LL II 
MANUFACTURING FROM "B" RESIDENCE DISTRICT 
TO "I-I" LIGHT INDUSTRY DISTRICT. 

* * * 

68-7 Next heard was case 3162 to rezone Lots 6 and 7, 
Blk. 5, NCB 6333 from "B" Residence District to "R-3" Multiple 
Family Residence District located on the south side of Center 
Street, 125' east of N. Gevers Street: having 50' on Center and 
a depth of 115.8'. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 
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No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Dr. Parker, seconded by Dr. Calderon, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James 0 Gatti, Trevino, Parker and Torres: NAYS: 
None: ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,082 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DE
SCRIBED HEREIN AS LOTS 6 AND 7, BLK. 5, 
NCB 6333 FROM liB" RESIDENCE DISTRICT 
TO IIR-31! MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 
DISTRICTe 

* * * * 

68-8 Next heard was zoning case 3181 to rezone Tract I, 
NCB 10779, save and except the west 100' from !lAIl Residence 
District to IIB-3 11 Business District located on the west side of 
S. W. W. White Road, 165' south of ,Theis Drive; having 130.08 1 on 
S. W. W. White Road and a maximum depth of 590.05 1

• 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Dro Calderon, seconded by Dr. Parker, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James 0 Gatti 0 Trevino 0 Parker and Torres; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: McAllister 0 Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,083 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DE
SCRIBED HEREIN AS TAACT Io NCB 10779, 
SAVE AND EXCEPT THE WEST 100' FROM IIA" 
RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO "B-3 II BUSINESS 
DISTRICT. 

'* * * 
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68-9 Next heard was Case 3185 to rezone Lot 8, NCB 
10235 from liB" Residence District to "B-2"·BUsiness District 
located on the west side of Spriggsdale Blvd., 135.79' south· of 
E. Commerce; having 52.74 D on Spriggsdale Blvd. and a maximum 
depth of 219.78 1

• 

Mr. Burt Lawrence g Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Dr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Trevino, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Parker and Torres; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,084 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DE
SCRIBED HEREIN AS LOT 8, NCB 10235 
FROM liB" RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO II B-2 " 
BUSINESS DISTRICT. 

* * * * 

69-10 Next heard was Case 3187 to rezone 3.5 acres out of 
NCB 12180 ( being described by field notes filed in the office 
of the Department of Planning and with the original of these 
minutes) from IIA 18 Residence and IIHI' Local Retail to "R-4" Mobile 
Home Residence District located on the southeast side of Austin 
Hwy., 655.27 D northeast of Lanark Drive; having 257' on Austin 
Hwy., being irregular in shape and containing 3.5 acres. 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in opposition. 

On motion of Dr. Calderon, seconded by Mr. Trevino, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James 0 Gatti, Trevino, Parker and Torres; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 
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AN ORDINANCE 36,085 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DE
SCRIBED HEREIN AS 3 0 5 ACRES OUT OF 
NCB 12180 DESCRIBED BY FIELD NOTES, 
FROM "A" RESIDENCE DISTRICT AND "H" 
LOCAL RETAIL TO "R-4" MOBILE-HOME 
RESIDENCE DISTRICT. 

* * * * 

69-11 Last heard was case 3191 to rezone the south 190.5' 
of Lot 18, NCB 12116 from "B-1" Business District to "B-3" Business 
District located on the north side of I.H. 410 approximately 150.0' 
west of the cutback to Perrin Beitel Road: having 114.4' on I.H. 410 
and a depth of 190.5'0 

Mr. Burt Lawrence, Assistant Planning Director, 
explained the proposed change which the Planning Commission 
recommended be approved by the City Council. 

No one spoke in oppositione 

On motion of Dro Parker, seconded by Mr. James, 
the recommendation of the Planning Commission was approved by 
passage of the following ordinance by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones g James, Gatti, Trevino, Parker and Torres; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,086 

AMENDING CHAPTER 42 OF THE CITY CODE 
THAT CONSTITUTES THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION 
AND REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY DE
SCRIBED HEREIN AS THE SOUTH 190.5' OF 
LOT 18, NCB 12116 FROM "B-1" BUSINESS 
DISTRICT TO "B-3 II BUSINESS DISTRICT. 

* * * 

68-12 The following ordinance was explained by Purchasing 
Agent Al Tripp and on motion of Dr. Calderon, seconded by Mr. Jones, 
the following ordinance was passed and approved by the following 
vote: AYES: Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Parker and 
Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 
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67-658 

AN ORDINANCE 36,087 

ACCEPTING THE LOW BID OF GUARANTEE PLUMBING 
AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION 
OF HEATING SYSTEM, BOILER REPLACEMENT AT 
THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT THEREFOR; 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF $5,904.00 OUT OF THE 
AIRPORl' REVENUE FUND PAYABLE TO SAID COMPANY 
AND AUTHORIZING $500.00 TO BE USED AS A 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT. 

'* '* '* '* 

The Clerk read the following ordinance. 

AN ORDINANCE 36 0 088 

FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATION OF SPECIAL COMMI
TTEE AND ACCEPTING PROPOSAL OF FIDELITY AND 
GUARANTY LIFE INSURANCE CO. TO PROVIDE 
GROUP LIFE INSURANCE AND ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
AND DISMEMBERMENT COVERAGE ACCORDING TO 
PLAN B (ONE YEAR) OF ATTACHED PROPOSAL; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH SAID LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

'* '* '* '* 
Personnel Director Clyde McCollough advised that 

thirty-seven proposals had been received to furnish the Group 
Insurance Program. He stated that this plan affords life 
insurance coverage in the amount of six months pay to each City 
employee with a minimum of $2,000 plus coverage in the amount of 
$12,000 in case of accidental death and dismemberment. Cost is 
38 cents per thousand per month on the basic life insurance and 
5 cents on the AD&D. The estimated yearly cost of the program 
is $74,000. In comparison, Workmen's Compensation would cost 
$429,000 per year with a possibility of a 20 - 25% discount if 
put on a bid basis. This would still be in excess of $325,000. 

This program is in addition to the regular injury 
leave program that the City has. For example, if an employee 
making $6,000 per year is killed on the job, his estate will 
receive $12,000 plus a basic group life coverage in the amount of 
$3,000. If an employee is injured on the job he he will still 
receive full pay plus the payment of all medical bills. The employee 
is kept off the job until the City Doctor gives approval to go back 
to work in some capacity. 

January 4, 1968 
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councilman Torres commented that he had made his 
statement or feeling on the matter concerning the Workmen's 
Compensation previously. He felt Workmen's Compensation had 
advantages in that they have an Industrial Accident Board in 
Austin. Under Workmen's Compensation, if an employee is able 
he can pursue his legal remedies. The matter could be tried 
in court and the employee have a right to choose from 'a number 
of remedies. He felt they should hear from a representati:ve of 
the Industrial Accident Board and the local Trial Attorneys 
Association to hear the other side of the Workmen's Compensation 
Program. 

Dr. Parker stated that there had been previous 
discussion concerning WorkmenGs Compensation and the Council 
had decided to call for bids on this type of insurance. The 
employees are presently not covered and should have some kind 
of coverage immediately and therefore moved the adoption of 
the ordinance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Jones. The 
ordinance was then passed and approved by the following vote: 
AYES: Calderon, Jones, James Q Gatti, Trevino 0 Parker; NAYS: 
None; ABSTAINING: Torres; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

68-13 The following resolution was explained by City 
Manaqer Henckel. He said this is merely a resolution of intent so 
that, the .d onor can commission the artist to start work on the 

mural. 

On motion of Dr. Calderon, seconded by Mr. James, 
the following resolution was passed and approved by the following 
vote: AYES: Calderon, Jones 0 James, Gatti, Trevino, Parker, 
Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

A RESOLUTION 

ACCEPTING A GIFT FROM ANDERSON, CLAYTON 
& CO., HOUSTON, TEXAS, OF A MURAL PAINTING 
TO BE LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE ARENA 
IN THE NEW CONVENTION CENTER, SUBJECT TO 
APPROVAL BY THE CITY OF SCALE DRAWINGS AND 
FINAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROJECT. 

* '* * 

ORDINANCE NO. 36089 VOID 
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68-14 The following ordinance was explained by Purchasing 
Agent Al Tripp, and on motion of Mr. Jones, seconded by Dr. 
Calderon, was passed and approved by the following vote: AYES: 
Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, Torres: NAYS: None: 
ABSENT: McAllister, Cockrell and Parker. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,090 

ACCEPTING THE ATTACHED LOW QUALIFIED 
BID OF BILL PEACE & SON TO FURNISH 
THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION 
CENTER WITH TWO GASOLINE POWERED 
FORKLIFTS FOR A NET TOTAL OF $8,032.60 
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS FROM COMMUNITY 
CONVENTION CENTER BONDS FUND 489-05 FOR 
PAYMENT OF SAME. 

* '* * 

67-734 The Council then took up consideration of the request 
of Mr. George Hagy for permission to erect ten temporary cottages 
on Tract B, NCB 12160 located on the south side of Virgil Drive 
and the north side of Lanark Drive to be rented on a day to day 
basis in accordance with regulations of Visitor Services, Inc. 
Mr. Hagy further asked that the cottages be allowed to be con
structed on concrete pads in lieu of permanent foundations and that 
an approved grade of P.VoC~ sewer pipe be used in lieu of cast iron 
pipe. All improvements are to be removed from the premises not 
later than sixty days after the termination of HemisFair. 

City Manager Gerald Henckel stated that when the 
matter came up last week, he requested additional time to come up 
with a set of procedures which are now in resolution form. They 
are basically the same procedures presented last week, with the 
exception of a $5,000 cash bond provision for removal of improve
ments within sixty days after HemisFair. A second provi~ion is 
that all elements of the building code be met with the exception 
of the slab which will be of a lesser quality because of the 
short duration. 

Dr. Calderon asked that if this resolution will be 
changing the zoning as well. The property is zoned "B" Duplex 
and the use will in fact be IiR-3". 

The City Manager stated that the zoning restrictions 
will be lessened if a temporary permit is granted. He said he 
recommended against granting the Hagy petition because of the 
zoning fact and still recommends against it on this basis. The 
resolution can be passed, and as long as it is in the proper zone 
they can follow the procedures set out. He was not in favor of 
releasing the zoning procedures and said the resolution does not 
do that. If the property is in the proper zone, then it is al
right for temporary housing to be constructed. But in a case 
where the property is not properly zoned, it would have to have 
individual approval and each case heard individually. If the 
property is not properly zoned, it will still be the perrogative 
of the Council to go ahead and grant the permit. 
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The City Manager was in favor of setting up the 
procedures as there are other applicants requesting permits for 
temporary housing. 

The Clerk read the following resolution. 

A RESOLUTION 

PROVIDING PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION FOR 
PETITIONS SEEKING VARIANCES TO ALLOW 
TEMPORARY HOUSING AND PRESCRIBING CON
DITIONS FOR GRANTING SUCH PERMIT INCLUD
ING SUBMISSION OF PENAL BOND. 

* * * 
Mr. Starr Kealhofer, on behalf of Visitor Services, 

Inc. stated they recognized the need for this type of facility 
and have projected a 12% need by people attending the Fair for 
this type accomodations. This means that it will take on an 
average of 1500 to 3000 spaces to accomodate people who will come 
to San Antonio in campers, and tent trailers, and vehicle of that 
type. To date, there is only 670 spaces available for visitors 
to the Fair. He urged favorable consideration and adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. Jones made a motion that the resolution be 
adopted. Seconded by Dr. Calderon, it was passed and approved by 
the following vote: AYES: Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, 
Parker and Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: McAllister, Cockrell. 

Mr. George Hagy, the petitioner, stated that in 
accordance with the procedures just passed, the only other thing 
he needed to meet the requirements is the fact that his property 
is not zoned for the use required. He said notices have already 
been mailed out and a hearing held at which actually no one was 
really in opposition. The only other objection made was to the 
plastic sewer pipe and Mr. George Vann has already submitted a 
memo that he has no objection to its use. Also Mr. Steve Taylor's 
office has considered the request from the stand point of im
proper zoning and informed the Council of this, however, he is 
not objecting nor recommending that the request be granted. 

To a question by City Manager Henckel, Mr. Hagy 
stated that he would meet the cash bond requirement. 

City Attorney Harold C. Walker advised the Council 
that the comprehensive zoning ordinance makes certain specific 
requirements. He understood Mr. Hagy was seeking a "B-3" 
use in a "B" Duplex District. To grant the request would, in 
effect, be spot zoning. Whether the Council should, because of 
the emergency which appears to exist, is strictly a matter of 
policy. The Council has the power to do so. 
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Councilman Jones stated that the City council has 
already waived the zoning in the case of apartments for motel 
use. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gatti stated there is a definite need 
for temporary housing and Mr. Hagy is willing to put up $5,000 
to guarantee removal of the buildings after HemisFair and felt 
the request should be granted. 

Dr. Parker made a motion that the petition of Mr. 
George Hagy for temporary housing be granted in accordance with 
the resolution just passed providing procedures for temporary 
housing. The motion was seconded by Mr. Jones and on roll call 
carried by the following vote: AYES: Calderon, Jones, James, 
Gatti, Trevino, Parker, Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: McAllister 
and Cockrell. 

67-644 The Council then took up the request of the H., B. 
Zachry Company for air rights over CPSB property and Vi11ita 
Street, as well as the temporary closing of the street for the 
purpose of constructing a parking garage. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gatti stated that the Council, several 
weeks ago, specifically encouraged anyone else interested in this 
project to present a plan, the same as Mr. Zachry has done. He 
made it clear that a permit has not been granted for the proposed 
project. 

City Manager Henckel advised no action has been taken 
with the exception of a motion that was taken by the Council of intent to 
act favorably on the request. He added that no other plan for a 
parking garage has been presented. 

Mr. H. B. Zachry stated that he would like to put 
the project in the proper perspective so that all can see and 
understand it better. 

"As a background, the City will, by necessity, build 
or provide additional parking facilities adjacent to the Civic 
Center after HemisFair is over. In that consideration, you gentle
men have given me to understand that when you provide these 
facilities, you will make it possible for our hotel to provide its 
parking facilities on some equitable basis. We asked the City 
Public Service Board to provide parking on its property adjacent 
to LaVillita. They found it impossible for them to legally build 
or even operate or own a parking facility on their property. So 
they invited me to discuss with them the possibility of acquiring 
the land and air rights and build thereon a garage favility. We 
have worked out a plan -' that is the City Public Service Board and 
the Zachry Company - satisfactory to them (CPSB) • We submitted 
it to you some two weeks ago. We told you we would provide engineering 
and architectu.ral plans as the job progressed. In the meantime, 
we would like to start on foundation work which would not be 
materially effected by the design. 
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So presently the situation is this: Zachry Company 
has drag lines, grader, loading shovel and two drilling units to 
start drilling pier foundations and other equipment on the job 
site. The CPSB has removed the parking facility on the property. 
I don't need to remind you that if we are going to build this for 
HemisFair, time is really tight. I also feel like, in view of the 
situation, we have made arrangements temporarily' for on ground 
parking during HemisFair for the hotel. H. B. Zachry Company is 
not in any squeeze for parking facilities and neither is the City. 
The only objective, is to make as many facilities as possible 
available to HemisFair and the people of the United States and 
people coming from other parts of the world to the Fair. 

With that background, it seems to me, we can see and 
get to the point. The questions are: (I) Do you or do you not 
want this parking facility on this location; (2) If you do, who 
do you want to own it? You the City, the CPSB, or any third party; 
(3) What additional design changes do you want made? 

Zachry's position in regard to all three of these 
questions is this; and I ask that you please understand me well: 
Zachry Company did not solicit the property, nor the facility with you 
or with the CPSB to be built on this location. Second, Zachry Co., 
has no desire to own or operate a parking facility. Construction 
costs are normally high and when you add the accelerating cost to 
build in 91 days, we are going to have an excessive cost for the 
project. Money is tight and interest rates are high. Ad Valorem 
and income taxes are to be considered by any private corporation or 
individual owning such a property. And for these reasons, it has 
no particular interest to you from an investment viewpoint, but all 
of them combined make the public parking provisions more desireable 
for all parties with the idea of no taxes and with interest rates 
one-half what others would have to pay. The project could be 
amortized far more quickly and thus lower parking rates could be 
provided and should be of immeasurable value to businesses of 
our City. 

Therefore, I again ask you to please try to understand 
our position. If you want us to build, to proceed, to own, or to 
build for others this project, we cannot accept additional building 
construction or operational costs beyond those now planned. In 
other words, present cost is the maximum of which we can finance 
and amortize. Consequently any design changes from those which 
we will submit to you must be accompanied, if of any consequence, 
by a source of funds contributed to the project and not added to 
our cost. I believe that constitutes our views of the situation 
and hope it gives you a clear picture of what is before us." 
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At this time Mayor Pro-Tern Gatti asked if any 
Member of the Council had any questions to ask Mr. Zachry. 

MR. TORRES: I have one. If you had not developed this 
facility, Mr. Zachry, where would you supply the parking for 
your hotel guests? 

MR. ZACHRY: As I say, you, the City, must provide, in 
order to make the Civic Center operable, additional parking 
for HemisFair. Either on the ground at the Fair site or 
clear some of the buildings that will be remaining and build 
a multi-level parking structure on some of that property, or 
some other property. I know you will do it, because I know 
the Civic Center will require that to be done for its economic 
operation and for its desirability of utilization. I know you 
will carry through on your offer to us when you decide to build 
those facilities, of whatever nature they are, either on the 
ground or~multi-decked,·multi-level, if you will permit us to 
join you :. on some equitable basis. 

DR. CALDERON: 
spaces? 

Your hotel will require about two hundred 

MR. ZACHRY: No, sir. Quite a few more than that. We 
would like to have five hundred spaces. 

MR. TORRES: The number of parking spaces you are going 
to build in the proposed parking structure, is that right? 

MR. ZACHRY: There will be six hundred in the proposed 
parking structure besides that left on the rental level which 
will still remain a property of the City Public Service Board. 

MR. TORRES: If the hotel is at maximum use, it is possible 
that the hotel will require the entire parking facility. Is 
that right? 

MR. ZACHRY: Well, six hundred stalls for parking, I dont 
think we can use more than five hundred, so I think we should 
have at least a hundred additional and then if the provisions 
in our foundations are to provide more storage and more facilities 
in this parking structure. 

MR. TORRES: I am going back to my original question. This 
facility is the only available proposed parking spot near the 
hotel, is that correct? In other words, there is no way to 
compensate the service to the hotel? 

MR. ZACHRY: Maybe I am not really exactly correct, but 
there is no other permanent parking proposal now before us. But 
I say the time will come when the whole HemisFair will provide 
additional parking somewhere in the vicinity of the Civic Center. 

January 4, 1968 

-14-

~ .: 



1~? __ t..;I-~ 

MRo TORRES: What I was driving at was that you are going 
to need this particular facility to provide parking for the 
hotel. 

MR. ZACHRY:
arrangements. 

MR. TORRES: 

MR. ZACHRY: 

Not during HemisFair. We have made other 

Well, what about after HemisF~ir? 

After HemisFair we need parking facilities. 

MR. TORRES: That is the only reason you are interested in 
this parking facility? 

MR. ZACHRY: 
in it. 

That is the only reason we would be interested 

MR. TORRES: I dont understand then, the comments you made 
that you didnt approach anyone, that you were approached. There 
is confusion in my mind as to who approached you. 

MR. ZACHRY: The City Public Service Board, when the City 
asked them, when you asked them, and they came to me to see if 
I could provide some parking structure on their property. 

DR. PARKER: In this proposed contract with the City Public 
Service Board, how many parking spaces are you guaranteeing them? 

MR. ZACHRY: Six hundred. We would like to have 150 spaces 
idle in the parking structure to save putting 150 somewhere else. 
But we would agree to making a minimum of two hundred spaces avail
able for public parking or entertainment attendance or anything 
else the City might have. 

MR. JONES: I think it is pretty clear that the City Council 
asked the CPSB to provide, at this location, a parking facility. 
And the CPSB didnt want to do it. They said they could not do it 
on an economic basis, so as a consequence, they are still retain
ing the ground that can be used anyway they want to use it and 
you are buying the air rights above that for the garage. Is that 
right? 

MR. ZACHRY: The air rights, plus the ground area on which 
our foundations will be located, plus the roads on the ramps 
and the elevators to bring the people up and down. 

DR. CALDERON: So the CPSB will have only about ninety percent of 
its present ground space? 

MR. ZACHRY: Well not quite that much. I would guess about 
SeV8'ntl¥""~i.ve. percent. 

MR. TORRES: I seeo What about Vi11ita Street? When this 
was discussed originally there was nothing said about closing 
Vi11ita Street. Some confusion arose last week when Mr. Lang 
said you were proposing to close Vi11ita Street. Now what is 
the present status of that proposal? 
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MR. ZACHRY: We made no request to close Villita Street 
permanently. Only during the construction period as it would 
be impractical of us to build, especially with the rush 
situation and the cost that would be involved, if we kept 
Villita Street open all during this construction period. We 
wanted to close it for this and our provisions are to open it 
afterwards or you could close it if you wanted to and just 
leave walkways. That wasnt any argument or specification that 
we put on. 

MR. TREVINO: There wont be any obstacles in the way, there 
wont be any columns? 

MR. ZACHRY: Yes, siro We would place a row of columns down 
the center of the street but we would have twenty feet of open 
roadway on each sIDe of the of the columns plus six feet of side
walk spaceo 

MR. JONES: Thats more than you have now. 

MR. ZACHRY: More than you have got now. 

MR. TORRES: Actually then, if you use that area for parking, 
then you would contemplate using Villita Street for a pedestrian 
mall, is that correct? 

MR. ZACHRY: Not necessarily, that was just an idea. I think 
we made a design showing it as a mall, whether it is used as a 
mall or as a public street is immaterial to us. 

MR. TORRES: The fact of the matter then is that we can count 
on keeping it open during HemisFair, is that correct? 

MR. ZACHRY: It will be open, according to our plans, at all 
times. You can put both vehicular and pedestrian traffic or 
anything you want too 

MAYOR PRO-TEM GATTI: 
that? 

Mr. Fischer, do you care to comment on 

MR. FISCHER: Villita Street, from a general traffic standpoint, 
is relatively unimportant. We feel the traffic situation downtown 
will not be materially effected whether the street is open or 
whether it is closed. There are a few problems of local access. 
Particularly property owners by Mr. Van Henry Archer, immediately 
to the southeast of the garage site. Access to this property 
would be somewhat less than it is at this time if the street 
were closed. It really makes no difference to traffic whether 
it is closed or whether it isnt. 

MR. TORRES: Have you seen how the traffic is going into the 
proposed parking facility and how it is going to exit? 

MR. FISCHER: Yes. 

MR. TORRES: Do we contemplate leaving Presa Street open? 

MR. FISCHER: There are no plans at this time to close Presa. 
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MR. JONES: How about at" Durango Street? 

MR. FISCHER: It would be closed at the median on Durango 
Street and the reason for this is the very close proximity 
between Presa and St. ~ry"s Streets. The distance is so 
short that it is impossible to leave Presa open at Durango 
and still provide adequate left turn lane into St. Mary's 
from Durango. 

MR. HENCKEL: Lets clarify this. It still is not going 
to be closed, but you will have to make a turn. 

MR. FISCHER: The median on Durango goes across Presa. 

MR. HENCKEL: This would have taken place regardless of 
whether Villita Street is closed or not. It isnt material 
to this at all. 

MR. TORRES: I think it is material. From the point of 
view of the flow of traffic and where the traffic would end 
near these parking facilities. What it is going to empty 
into, from that point of view I think it is very material. 

MR. FISCHER: The entrances and exits from the parking 
garage are on Navarro Street. 

MR. TORRES: The entrances and exits are on Navarro? 

DR. CALDERON: What is the present width of Villita Street? 

MR. FISCHER: Villita Street varies considerably. 

DR. CALDERON: In that block? 

MR. FISCHER: In that block it is about forty feet wide. 

DR. CALDERON: What is the width of the total right of way 
in that block. 

MR. FISCHER: Fifty-five feet. 

DR. CALDERON: After the piers are built, what will be the 
total feasible right of way? 

MR. FISCHER: The way I understand it, the columns are 
spaced thirty feet on center. Actually we would have two 
thirty feet spans in there available for the street or for 
protective islands around the columns and for sidewalk pur
poses. Mr~ Zachry said there would be a twenty foot roadway 
on either side with a six foot walk. 

DR. PARKER: Thats more than we have now. 

MR. FISCHER: That is as much as we have now. I am not 
this familiar with the plans I but I cant see why, in- 'a. sixty 
foot spano we cannot even provide more than two twenty foot 
roadways. 
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MR. TORRES: What about the traffic going into the garage, 
wont it back up going into that one block of Villita Street? 
And onto Navarro, is that right? 

MR. FISCHER: First if the garage is properly designed, and 
I'm sure it will be, the traffic will not back up into any street. 

MR. TORRES: This design, have you seen the plans? 

MR. FISCHER: Yes, sir, I have seen them with respect to the 
general location. I have not seen a operating plan. But we 
have for an example a garage directly across the street, the 
Frost Bank, and to my knowledge traffic has never backed into 
any street from that garage because the reason being that actually 
it is a operation that is very similar to this operation in that 
the ticketer is on the second floor of the bank which gives a 
long reservoir stage and precludes the need for no traffic to 
back into the street in a parking garage. 

MR. GATTI: Any other questions of Mr. Zachry? 

MR. HENCKEL: Let me clarify this. It was the recommendation 
of the Staff that this street be closed perlllanently? We are now 
withdrawing that recommendation? 

DR. CALDERON: Well, actually you would build the garage, but 
yet no clarification was made as to who would actually operate it 
or run it. Are you going to own & operate it or are we going to? 

MR. ZACHRY: Under our present agreement with the CPSB, we 
will buy this property from them and we will build the parking 
facility. I say to you that we have no desire to own it from an 
investment standpoint. We have a desire or interest in parking 
facilities in the general area, but we will gladly turn over to 
you or to the CPSB, if they can find some way to finance it. 
In the meantime, we will go ahead and put in our foundations 
and proceed with the work and at any time that you wanted to 
take it over you could and just reimburse us for what we had in it. 

MR. TORRES: What would be an alternative plan for a parking 
facility for your hotel,Mr. Zachry? 

MR. ZACHRY: You mean a location? We have not concerned our-
selves with this at the moment. Going back to our original 
premise that you the City would be required because of your 
ability and too, to provide additional parking in that area. 
However you choose to do it that you would be agreeable to working 
with us on some equitable basis towards the construction of that 
facility. 

MR. TORRES: The point is generally that you are really not 
acqu~r~ng any parking other than that Which is for your hotel 
guests. It is my position up to the present time, going back 
to the original statement, is that you would need up to five 
hundred spaces and there would be six hundred stalls in the garage. 
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MR. ZACHRY: Well, we are going to park those cars some-
where, somehow, and they are going to be on your streets if 
they are not in a garage so they are a part of the total load 
however you want to handle it.: .. 

MR. GATTI: Question two, Mr. Torres, that the property 
is not, it is not going to interfere with any of the traffic 
movement or anything else and if the City and the public both 
get some benefit from it, I think that is sufficient merit to 
make this kind of arrangement. The Council, way back before 
the Convention Center, talked to HemisFair about providing some 
parking in the HemisFair area, either on the grounds or we 
have got some in the Marina and we talked another time about 
providing parking in that area. It seems to me that this is a 
very equitable way to do it. 

DR. PARKER: Well the people, most of the people useing 
that hotel are going to use the Convention Center which belongs 
to the City of San Antonio. 

MR. GATTI: I dont see where we are violating anybody's 
rights or .nything. I think we should hear from anybody in 
the audience who is opposed to this. 

Mrs. J. A. Reaney, President of the Conservation 
Society, read the following statement: 

"The San Antonio Conservation Society, in keeping 
with its purpose of preserving the beautiful and historic 
heritage of our City and State, to preserve their natural beauty 
and all that is admirable and distinctive of San Antonio and 
Texas-- and particularly such valuable assets as the La Vi11ita 
area and the San Antonio River--is opposed to the plan to erect 
a multi-level parking garage on City owned property adjoining 
and west of La Vi1lita for the following reasons: 

10 The proposed building is entirely inappropriate, 
and unsympathetic with the area. and impedes the view of LaVi11ita 
from the west. This building will cause Vi11ita Street to become the 
underside of a garage standing six stories high on a forest of 
concrete columns. 

2. If constructed, this garage will push hard against 
the peaceful San Antonio River, destroying numerous fine live oak 
trees as well as destroying the general character of the River 
and the vicinity. 

3. The congestion, noise, and exhaust fumes polluting 
the air--al1 inevitable accompaniments of a parking garage-- will 
contaminate the atmosphere of an area where, until now, such incursions 
have been kept to a minimum. 
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4. The proposed building will destroy an open 
area now used for parking, but so beautified and well maintained 
that it forms a charming entrance to La Villita despite this use. 
In so doing 0 the proposed construction will sacrifice trees, 
rock walls, green ground cover, ancient Danish lamps, and 
other improvements valued at in excess of $28,000-- tax payer's 
money spent for the improvements (not to mention the sacrifice 
of approximately five times that amount in revenue now gained by 
the City). This beautification, so thoughtfully provided by the 
City Public Service Board, was the basis for an Award proudly, 
accepted by the Board from the Society. 

5. The law requires that plans for any buildings 
on the San Antonio River must be submitted to the San Antonio 
River Walk Commission and the Director of Housing and Inspection, 
City of San Antonio, for approval, with provision for appeal by 
"Any person dissatisfied with the final ruling of the Director ••• " 
It is our opinion that the provisions of this law--particularly 
the one allowing appeal--have not been fulfilled. 

6. The parking garage plan proposes to turn over 
city-owned land to a private operator to be used by him for his 
profit. with only a token payment for "air space" being required 
of the operator. This arrangement is contrary to the public 
interest and, if followed, will set a precedent that threatens 
all publicly owned historic monuments and park land owned by our 
City. 

For these reasons, the San Antonio Conservation Society 
in meeting January 3, 1968, officially and unanimously adopted the 
following: 

"Resolved: The San Antonio Conservation Society is opposed to the 
Construction of a multi-level parking garage on City-owned property 
west of and adjacent to La Villita~" 

Mr. Pat Maloney, attorney, stated he had been asked 
to look into the legality of the proposed agreement. He felt the 
project was doing little or nothing for the public.; itobviously 
being built for an individual with a large investment involved. 
It is feared that it is going to eventually close Villita Street. 
He stated that the City cannot pursue this project unless it is 
in the interest of the public generally and added that they may 
seek injunctive relief. 

Mrs. Marie Sean Halpenny opposed the project and 
asked that the matter be studied carefully. 

Mr. Van Henry Archer, owner of property next to ' 
the City Public Service Board parking lot, opposed the parking 
garage and felt he should be given consideration. He said he 
has space for parking 175 cars and when the City closes Villita 
Street, it is going to put him out of business. People come 
down St. Maryi s to Presa and then when Presa is closed at Durango, 
he would be definitely out of business. 
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Also speaking against the parking garage project 
were Mrs. Henshaw, 515 Vi11ita Street; Oscar Conjo1a; Mrs. 
John Dutmer; Miss Mary Green; Mrs. Penny Norton; and Mrs. 
Franz Stumpf. 

Mro Lloyd Jary, a member of the River Walk 
Commission, stated a letter had been sent to the City Council 
concerning the projecto 

Mayor Pro-Tern Gatti acknowledged receipt of the 
letter which is as follows: 

January 3, 1968 

Mayor Walter W. McAllister and 
Members of the City Council 
City of San Antonio 
City Hall 
Military Plaza 
San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Council Members: 

The River Walk Commission deplores the use of the City Public 
Service Board property on the north side of Vi11ita Street 
(realizing full well that the use of city property is beyond its 
advisory jurisdiction regarding asthetics), because it believes 
parking for the Palacio Del Rio Hotel and the Theatre and Arena 
is available in the Tom Benson property, Joske's parking lot (or 
air rights over it), the old Groos Bank property, and on the 
HemisFair site after the fair. 

The River Walk Commission wants to stress the importance of the 
treatment of the facades of the garage, if it is built, especially 
on the River e1evationo 

Sincere1yu 

/s/ Sam Bell Steves 
Chairman 
River Walk Commission 

* * * 
Mrs 0 Frances Levenson spoke in favor of the parking 

garage. 

City Manager Henckel stated that if the Council 
feels it does not want the parking garage, it should repeal its 
action of two weeks ago. If it does want the parking garage, he 
hoped to have the necessary ordinances ready by next week. To 
clarify a point. he stated that no permit for a parking garage 
has been issued. 

January 4, 1968 

c: : 

-21-

"'" ~ ... ,., 
: .... ;2 

-,>~",,,,,,_c....-,,,,,,,_,,, ~~~ ... _~\ '!IW!'i!_-"''''''~'>'~''''"'' t. 1!10~ 1JI!I#~I~\'tl:l(tfriP'~~' _________ _ 



After discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Gatti stated that 
a special called meeting of the Council will be held at 8:30 A.M. 
Friday, January 58 1968 to see if the matter can be resolved. 

Mr. Anthony Guajardo, who asked the Council to 
consider rehearing of Zoning Case 3117, stated that since 
there were only five members of the Council present, he would 
prefer the case be considered at the next meeting. 

68-16 The Clerk read the following ordinance and on motion 
of Mr. Jones, seconded by Dr. Parker, was passed and approved by 
the following vote: AYES: Calderon, Jones, James, Gatti, Trevino, 
Parker and Torres; NAYS: None; ABSENT: McAllister and Cockrell. 

AN ORDINANCE 36,092 

APPOINTING ROLAND Co BREMER AS A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO. 

'* '* '* '* 

The following ordinances were read by the Clerk, 
and on motion made and duly seconded, were each passed and 
approved by the following vote: AYES: Calderon, James, Gatti, 
Trevino, Parker; NAYS: None; ABSENT: McAllister, Jones, 
Cockrell, Torres. 

68-17 

68-18 

AN ORDINANCE 36,093 

APPOINTING BENNIE J. CANTU AS A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SAN 
ANTONIO TRANSIT SYSTEM. 

'* * '* '* 
AN ORDINANCE 36,094 

APPOINTING LEO GALINDO AS A MEMBER OF 
THE WATERWORKS BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

* '* * '* 
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There being no further business to come 
before the Council, the meeting adjourned. 

* * * * 
A P PRO V E D: 
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