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AN ORDINANCE 8 2 65 0 
AMENDING THE SIGN AND BILLBOARD ORDINANCE TO 
REQUIRE A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE APPOINTED 
BOARD TO APPROVE A VARIANCE OR OVERRULE A STAFF 
iNTERPRETATION AND TO ADD A PROVISION TO ALLOW 
THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD TO VOTE IN THE HEARING OF 
VARIANCES OR INTERPRETATIONS, AS REQUESTED BY 
COUNCILMAN ROBERT MARBUT. 

* * * * * 

WHEREAS, the granting of variances should be limited to exceptional circumstances and 
entitlement thereto clear; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it appropriate that the person presiding over a meeting of 
the Electrical Examining and Supervisory Board should vote on all issues before said Board; 
NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 28, Article IX, Section 246 is hereby amended by changing the current 
sub-section (a) as noted herein and by adding sub-sections (c) and (d) to read as follows: 

(a) Variance requests shall be made to the Electrical Examining and Supervisory 
Board, hereinafter called the Board, in accordance with Section 247 of 
Chapter 28. No variance shall be granted that would eliminate the 
distinctions between sign types and sizes by zoning district, street 
classification or like areas of legislative prerogative. 

(c) The granting of a variance or the reversal or amendment of the interpretation 
of the director of building inspections shall require a 2/3 vote in favor of the 
appellant by the appointed members of the Board. In no event shall the 
Board conduct business with less than six (6) appointed members present. 

(d) The Board may vote on both variance and interpretations by voice vote 
provided that a roll call vote shall be taken upon the request of any Board 

member. The Board member presiding shall vote on all such matters unless 
otherwise prohibited by law. 
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SECT] ON 2. Chapter 28, Article IX, Section 247 is hereby amended by deleting the current 
sub-section (a) and substituting therefore a new sub-section (a) to read as follows: 

(a) The Electrical Examining and Supervisory Board shall hear and determine a 
variance request duly filed by any person aggrieved by the decision of the 
director with respect to Article IX of Chapter 28, as provided in Sections 246 
and 247 (b) of Chapter 28. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be etlective ten days after passage. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this / II /.J day of August, 1995. 

~ 'itB .YJ / 

M A Y 

•• .' j 
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City Clerk 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:~~~ 
City Attorney 
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I - C:NDA ITEM-NO:- . p!.'t= 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO . .~ 

BUILDING INSPECTIONS DEPARTl\1ENT 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: ________ ~C~i~t~y~C~o~u~n~c~1~·l&_t~h~r~u~t~h~e~C~iut~y~M~a~n~a~g~e~r~ __________________________ _ 

FROM: _____ Gene Camargo. Director of Building Inspections 

COPIES TO: John German. Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: __ -LP~RO~PLO~S~E~D~AM~E~N~DuM~EN~T~T~O~C~HAP~~T~ER~~2~8~O~F_&T~HME-xC.ITAYA_C~O~D~E~ __________ _ 

DATE: August 11. 1995 
SUMMARy AND RECOMMENDATION 

At the request of City council, the Department of Building Inspections 
has developed a proposed amendment to Chapter 28, sections 28-246 and 
247 of the City Code entitled "Signs and Billboards." 

This amendment will require a 2/3 affirmative vote of the appointed 
Electrical Examining & Supervising Board members to approve a variance 
or appeal of an interpretation of the Director of Building Inspections. 
Present provisions provide for a simple majority of those present to 
approve these appeals. 

POLICY ANALYSIS 

The amendment would be consistent with City Council's policy of 
allowing for due process in hearing appeals and ensuring that a 
majority of appointed members are in attendance to make reasonable 
sound decisions. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None. 

SUPPLEMENTARY COMMENTS 

Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment. 

APPROVED 

L~d-L..J 
~~nder ~~B~~sefio 
city Manager 



Section 28-246. ~ls arrl variances to Article IX of 01apter 28 of the city 
o:xie. 

a. varian::e requests shall be made to the Electrical Examin.in;J arrl 
SUpervisirq Board, hereinafter called the l::oard, in acx:x>rdance with 
Section ~~fJ/ill. No varian::e shall be granted that \IQlld eliminate the 
distiD::tions between sign types arrl sizes by z01'l.i.rq district, street 
classificatioo or like areas of legislative prerogative. 

b. Any decisioo interpretin} Article IX made by the Director of 
Buildin} Inspections can be awealed to the board. 'lhe board will hear 
the arguments in favor an:i against the decision by the ctirector and by 
all ~ parties, after wen the board shall remer a decisioo to 
either upx,ld the decisioo of the Director to mdify the ctirector's 
decisioo. If the board votes to mdify the ctirector's decisioo it shall 
state its decision arrl its justificatioo to the ctirector, in writin}. 

~ 'lhe board. in bearw ramests for variances or amea1 s of :interpre
tations. as ootlined above. shall require 213 of the mx>inted 
positioos vote in the affitmative to grant an interpretation or 
vari;m::e. In the bearim of interpretatioos or variarpes, 
the chainnan shall vote as a regular nenber. 

votioo on sud1 matters may be by voice vote provided that a roll 
call vote shall be taken upon request of any board member. 

Section 29-247. Varian::e ~D:'es 

'!he board shall hem- ani act \p:!'l a variance bV any persal acpriEMid by a 
decisial of a city official with respect to this article. as ootlined in 
Section 28-246(a), 28-246(c) and 28-247(b) below. 

b. '!he bJard may grant a varian::e fran the awlicatioo of this article if it 
f irrls that: 

1. the variaIna is rscessary because strict enforoement of this article 
prohibits arrt reasalable q:pottunity to provide adequate signs ct1 the 
site, considerirq the unique features of a site, such as its 
dimensions, lardscaPln3' , or tq:o;JJ:a{i1Yi or 

2 . a denial of the variance \IQlld probably cause a cessation of 
legitiIIate, lorg~ active ccmnercial use of the propertyi arrl 



• \ 4 RE.CEIVED 
C1TY OF SAN ANTONIO 

CITY CLERK 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

95 AUG I 0 PH 3: 41 
DTBRDBPAR'l'IIER'l'AL CORRESPONDENCE SIDSB"l' 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Councilman Robert Marbut. District 8 

COPIES: city Manager; city Attorney; City Clerk; File 

SUBJECT: INTERIM AMENDMENT TO SIGN AND BILLBOARD ORDINANCE 

DATE: August 10. 1995 

I request City Council concurrence to direct staff to bring forth 
an interim amendment to the Sign and Billboard Ordinance that would 
require a 2/3 vote of the appointed board to approve a variance or 
overrule a staff interpretation. 

I ask that staff further amend this ordinance to add language that 
would allow the chair of the board to vote in the hearing of 
variances or interpretations. 

Please indicate your approval by signing below. 

Roger Flores 

t; 
I 

ROBERT 
COUNCILMAN 
DISTRICT 8 

councilman Juan Solis 

/,) ~, 0"IAA..::= 

~~.~ 
Councilwoman Ruth Jones MCClendon c~uIfilman Bob Ross "'"-

V~W' \:--l\J{. 
Councilwoman Lynda Billa Burke Peak 

Councilman Henry Avila Jeff Webster 

RM/vm 



Affidavit of Publisher 

STATE OF TEXAS, 

COUNTY OF BEXAR 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

AMENDING THE' SIGN 
AND BILLBOARD ORDI
NANCE TO REQUIRE A TWO
THlRDS VOTE OF THE 
APPOINTED BOARD TO 
APPROVE A VARIANCE OR 
OVERRULE A STAFF INTER
PRETATION AND TO ADD A 
PROVISION TO ALLOW THE 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD TO 
VOTE IN THE HEARING OF 
VARIANCES OR INTER
PRETATIONS, AS RE
QUESTED BY COUNCILMAN 
ROBERT MAREJUT. . . . 

ATTEST: 
Mayor 

/S/ RICHARD C. PORTER 
Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day pe ~istanU~ityCierk 

Stella Orozco, , who being by me duly sworn, 
------~==~~~~~----------------.-------

says on oath that she is ____ --=<L=e=ga::::..:l-=--=E=d=i=to=r=--____ of the Commercial 

Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of San Antonio, in the 

State and County aforesaid, and that the Ordinance #82650 

hereto attached has been published in every Issue of said newspaper on the 

following days, to-wit: August 22 , 19 95 
------------------.--------------------------

Legal Editor 

/'- > 

( / ;t{Jy{', __ . 
. > " 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 22nd day of August 19 95. 

Notary Publi~ in anlfur<Bexar County, Texas 

•

Jr." E~T~I.I.A M, VAWUEl 
~ Notary Public, State of Texas 
• * My Commission expires 

0# May 25, 1999 


