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AN ORDINANCER 265 0

AMENDING THE SIGN AND BILLBOARD ORDINANCE TO
REQUIRE A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE APPOINTED
BOARD TO APPROVE A VARIANCE OR OVERRULE A STAFF
INTERPRETATION AND TO ADD A PROVISION TO ALLOW
THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD TO VOTE IN THE HEARING OF
VARIANCES OR INTERPRETATIONS, AS REQUESTED BY
COUNCILMAN ROBERT MARBUT.

WHEREAS, the granting of variances should be limited to exceptional circumstances and
entitlement thereto clear; and

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it appropriate that the person presiding over a meeting of
the Electrical Examining and Supervisory Board should vote on all issues before said Board;
NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO:

SECTION 1. Chapter 28, Article IX, Section 246 is hereby amended by changing the current
sub-section (a) as noted herein and by adding sub-sections (c) and (d) to read as follows:

(a) Variance requests shall be made to the Electrical Examining and Supervisory
Board, hereinafter called the Board, in accordance with Section 247 of
Chapter 28. No variance shall be granted that would eliminate the
distinctions between sign types and sizes by zoning district, street
classification or like areas of legislative prerogative.

(¢) The granting of a variance or the reversal or amendment of the interpretation
of the director of building inspections shall require a 2/3 vote in favor of the
appellant by the appointed members of the Board. In no event shall the
Board conduct business with less than six (6) appointed members present.

(d) The Board may vote on both variance and interpretations by voice vote
provided that a roll call vote shall be taken upon the request of any Board
member. The Board member presiding shall vote on all such matters unless
otherwise prohibited by law.
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SECTION 2. Chapter 28, Article IX, Section 247 is hereby amended by deleting the current
sub-section (a) and substituting therefore a new sub-section (a) to read as follows:

(a) The Electrical Examining and Supervisory Board shall hear and determine a
variance request duly filed by any person aggrieved by the decision of the
director with respect to Article IX of Chapter 28, as provided in Sections 246
and 247 (b) of Chapter 28.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be effective ten days after passage.

PASSED AND APPROVED this / /7 4 day of August, 1995.
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIG
BUILDING INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

TO: City Council thru the City Manager

FROM: Gene Camargo, Director of Building Inspections

COPIES TO:_John German, Director of Public Works

SUBJECT:

DATE: _ _August 11, 1995
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION

At the request of City Council, the Department of Building Inspections
has developed a proposed amendment to Chapter 28, Sections 28-246 and
247 of the City Code entitled "Signs and Billboards.“

This amendment will require a 2/3 affirmative vote of the appointed
Electrical Examining & Supervising Board members to approve a variance
or appeal of an interpretation of the Director of Building Inspections.

Present provisions provide for a simple majority of those present to
approve these appeals.

POLICY ANALYSIS

The amendment would be consistent with City Council’s policy of
allowing for due process in hearing appeals and ensuring that a

majority of appointed members are in attendance to make reasonable
sound decisions.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

None.

SUPPIL, T 0]

Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment.

/’_.—\\\
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re/ .
K i P

eneVCamargéz Directo]
Building Inspections Dé)t.

APPROVED

A/j”"%“l‘/
exander . Bfriseno

City Manager
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Section
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Section

28-246. Appeals and variances to Article IX of Chapter 28 of the city
code.,

Variance requests shall be made to the Electrical Examining and
Supervising Board, hereinafter called the board, in accordance with
Section 24#/247. No variance shall be granted that would eliminate the
distinctions between sign types and sizes by zoning district, street
classification or like areas of legislative prerogative.

Any decision interpreting Article IX made by the Director of

Building Inspections can be appealed to the board. The board will hear
the arguments in favor and against the decision by the director and by
all concerned parties, after which the board shall render a decision to
either uyphold the decision of the Director to modify the director’s
decision. If the board wvotes to modify the director’s decision it shall
state its decision and its justification to the director, in writing.

thedmamanshallvoteasareqularm

Voting on such matters may be by voice vote provided that a roll
call vote shall be taken upon request of any board member.

28-247. Variance Procedures

R/L0OLE/VAISY LY/ PL/ O/ ELAEXY IFAL/ EXARLALYG/ AV / BALEY VLY [ PPAY R/ WRY
PEAY /APR/ ALY/ VPR A/ SOPEAL/ YL | At | PEYEON/ $ASY LEWR/ Y / &/ ML LI PP/ DL/ &
ELLY/PEEIELAL /ML /Y ERPREL/ YD/ YALE/ AaLIETE.

The board may grant a variance fram the application of this article if it
finds that:

the variance is necessary because strict enforcement of this article
prohibits any reasonable opportunity to provide adequate signs on the
site, oonsidering the unique features of a site, such as its
dimensions, landscaping, ar topography; or

a denial of the variance would probably cause a cessation of
legitimate, long-standing active cammercial use of the property; and



' ' ° RECEIVED CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
F SAN ANTONIO OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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TO: —Mayor and City Council
FROM: __Councilman Robert Marbut, District 8
COPIES: __City Manager: citv Attorpev: City Clerk: File

SUBJECT:

DATE: _August 10, 1995

I request City Council concurrence to direct staff to bring forth
an interim amendment to the Sign and Billboard Ordinance that would
require a 2/3 vote of the appointed board to approve a variance or
overrule a staff interpretation.

I ask that staff further amend this ordinance to add language that
would allow the chair of the board to vote in the hearing of
variances or interpretations.

Please indicate your approval by signing below.

o
ROBERT UT

COUNCILMAN
DISTRICT 8

Mayor Bill Thorn ﬁ Councilman Juan Solis
ou— @m s
coéuncilman Roger Flores -::ZZ;;E%?%isbertﬁg:;ifii\\\

Councilwoman Ruth Jones McClendon Cotzfiifgz Bob Ross

Councilwoman Lynda Billa Burke <i:;;f0173j7 Howard Peak
AV

Councilman Henry Avila lman Jeff Webster

~—

RM/vm
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AMENDING THE SIGN
Affidavit of Publisher ANG s SRR SAGN
NANCE TO REQUIRE A TWO-
THIRDS VOTE OF THE
APPOINTED BOARD TO
APPROVE A VARIANCE OR
OVERRULE A STAFF INTER-
5 PRETATION AND TO ADD A
1 A PROVISION TO ALLOW THE
STATE OF TEXAS, " CHAIR OF THE BOARD TO
= VOTE IN THE HEARING OF
VARIANCES OR INTER-

COUNTY OF BEXAR PRETATIONS, AS RE-

QUESTED BY COUNCILMAN
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO

ROBERT MARBUT.

. . .

_PASSED AND APPROVE

ATTEST:

. . . /S/ RICHARD C. PORTER
Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day pe! Assistant City Clerk
Stella Orozco, , who being by me duly sworn,
says on oath that she is Legal Editor of the Commercial

Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of San Antonio, in the

State and County aforesaid, and that the Ordinance #82650

hereto attached has been published in every issue of said newspaper on the

following days, to-wit: August 22 , 19 95

1y o
e ' (('4/ (/AL{/’;\/,'Q

Legal Eaftor

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 22na day of august , 19 95,

ity 70 Zf"//ﬂwﬂ
Notary Publlc in and foﬁBexar County, Texas

A AAAAA,

ESTELLA M, VASQUEZ
5\ Notary Public, State of Texas §

My Commission expires @
May 25, 1999
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