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AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE, 
ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, AN 
EXCHANGE DEED vlITH THE SAN ANTONIO INDE
PENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

* * * 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COmlCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO:-

1 . That the Ci ty Manager be and i s hereby authori zed to 
execute , on behalf of the City of San Antonio, an exchange deed 
with the San Antonio Independent School District , a copy of sai d 
deed i s attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

GBS:A 

2 . PASSED AND APPROVED. thi s r- day of March , A.D. 1953 . 

.. 4 ,,=-'~~. «." 
MAYOR. 

City Cl erk. 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS, 

COUNTY OF BEXAR. 

1253 1051 1111 

DEED OF EXCHANGE 

THIS INDENTURE AND DEED OF EXCHANGE, made this "f ~ day 
of March, 1953, between the CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, a municipa cor
poration under the laws of Texas, located in Bexar Count~, Texas, 
acting herein by its City Manager, and hereafter called 'CITYIt, 

GBS:A 
P ' 

an SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, a public free school 
corporation, located in Bexar County, Texas, acting herein by Harry 
H. Rogers, its duly authorized President of the San Antonio Board 
of Educatlon, Trustees for the District, and hereinafter called 
"District', WITNESSETH:-

The City, for and in consideration of the conveyances here
after mentioned and upon the conditions and reservations hereafter 
stated, has GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents does 
G~\NT, SELL AND CONVEY unto the District all those certain tracts 
of land located in Bexar County, Texas, and in the corporate limits 
of the City and more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

,FIRST TRACT: Being out of what 1s called San Jacinto 
Park and beginning at the intersection of the East 
boundary line of Stadium Drive and the North boundary 
line of New C1ty Block 3242; 

THENCE in an Easterly direction with the South 
boundary line of San JaCinto Park and the Noz'th bound
ary l -ine of New City Dlock 3242 a distance of 950 feet; 

THENCE in a Northeasterly direction to a pOint 
located in .the Sou~h bounda~y line of Alpine Drive, 
said point being 250 feet 'Vles't of the West boundary 
line of l'lorth St. f.laryt s Street upon a line measured 
at right angles to tlte West boundary line of North 
St. Mary's Street; 

THENCE Westerly with the South boundary line of 
Alpine Drive to its intersection with the East bound
ary line of Stadium Drive; { 

TP~NCE Southerly with the East boundary line of 
Stadium Drive to the place of beginning. 

There is excepted and reserved from the premlses 
herein conveyed a strip of land to extend from the 
East boundary line of Stadium Drive across said 
premises toward N-rth St . Mary's Street, such strip 
to be used for street pU~1P03eS and to be 6o 'feet in 
width measured from curb to curb to be located across 
said premises at any point to be selected and deSig
nated by the City for the purpose of constructing a 
public street, title to said strip being reserved in 
the City, provided that the said strip shall be used 
only for the purpose of a public street, and, 1n 
event the City finally abandons such use, titles to 
said strip shall thereupon vest in the District. 

SECOND TRAC~: A tract of land containing approxi
mately 22 acres, more or less, and being more def
initely described by metes and bounds as follows: 

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of Elgin 
Street and Patti Street; 

THENCE along the South line of Patti Street, 
North 88°55'East, 692.0 feet to a point in the 
South lIne of Patti Street; 

THENCE South lOOO'East, 1383.4 feet to a point; 
THENCE South 88° 30'\'Jest, 6927.03 feet to a 

point in the East li.ne of Elgin Street; 
THENCE North lOOOtWest along the East line of 

EIg n Street, a distance of 1386.3 feet to the point 
of BEGINNING. 



ThIs conveyanee of Tract Two, above described 1s 
upon condition that the District shall erect or be
gin ' the erection of a school building, or buildings, 
upon sald premises ,wlthin five (5) years after date 
of this deed, provided, the District i ,n event it , has 
not definltely concluded to begin such construction 
Shall, an the expiration of £ive years, have an op
tion for an additional period of five (5) years to 
construct or begin the construction of such school 
building or buildings as the District may decide to 
erect thereon; provided, further, that upon the ex
piration of five years or the expiration of an addi
tional five years, should the plstrict eleQt to take" 
such additional term, the City shall have the option' 
to repurchase said premises on the basis of one Thou
sand Dollars ($1,000.00) per acre or pro rat;a for part 
of an acre, such option to be exercised within ninety 
(90) days after the expiratlon of said five years or 
such additional five years. Upon failure to exercise 
such option within the period specified it shall be
come null and void and all rights of the City there
under shall immediately cease. 

And the District, in consideration of the conveyance to it 
by the City of San Antonio of the premises above described as Tracts 
One and Two upon the terms and conditions above mentioned, has GRANTED, 
SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents does GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY, 
unto the City all those certain premises located in Bexar County, Texas , 
and in the corporate limits of the City and more particularly described 
as follows, to-wit: 

Lots Four (4) and Five (5), City Bl ock 155, frontlng 
on the WestSide of South Alamo Street and being the 
same premises conveyed to the District by George W. 
Brackenridge by deed dated February 19, 1903, of rec
ord in Vol. 189, pp. 546-547 of the Deed Records of 
Bexar County, Texas, which is here referred to, and 
by F. Groos and Hulda Groos by deed dated February 
19, 1903, of record in Vol. 189, on pages 547-548 of 
the Deed Records of Bexar County, Texas, which is 
here referred to, each of said deeds conveying an 
undivided one-half (1/2) interest in said premises 
to the District. 

And each party hereby SELLS, GRANTS AND CONVEYS to the other 
the respective premises above described with all appurtenances there
to belonging. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises received by each party 
unto such respective party, its successors and assigns FOREVER in ex
change for the premises conveyed to each respective party. 

And each party does hereby bi~d itself, its successors and as
signs, respectively, to warrant and forever defend all and singular 
the said premises, respectively, each to the other, their successors 
and assigns, respectively, against every person whomsoever lawfully 
claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the said City of San Antonia has caused 
these presents to be Signed by its City Manager and attested by its 
City Clerk, and its corporate seal affixed; and the San Antonio In
dependent School District has caused these presents to be Signed by 
Harry H. Rogers, President of the San Antonio Board of Education, ~ 
attested by its Secretary, and its corporate seal affixed; this ~ 
day of March, A.D. 1953. ----

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
AT 

:C1tY~ By ~ . ~ ,,\ ~nager. 

SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, 

ATTEST: BY~~~~~~~~~~~~~~r-__ __ 



THE STATE OF TEXAS, 
COUNTY OF BEXAR. 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public of Bexar County, 
Texas, on this day personally appeared C. A. HARRELL, City Manager 
of the City of San Antonio, Texas, known to me to be the person and 
officer whose name is subscribed t oo the foregoing instrument and 
acknowledged to me that the same was the act of the said City of San 
Antonio, Texas, a municipal corporation, and that he executed the 
same as the act of such municipal corporation for the purposes and 
consideration therein r expressed, and in the capacity therein stated. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal of office, this the .s~daY 
of March, A.D. 1953. 

2l-t.l-Jr, .. L ~'""'C' · J. H. Inselmann 
No ary Pub iC, Bexar ounty, Texas. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, 
COUNTY OF BEXAR. 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public of Bexar County, 
Texas, on this day personally appeared HARRY H. ROGERS, President 
of the San Antonio Board of Education, Trustees for the San Antonio 
Independent School Dlstrict" a publlc free school corporation, of 
San Antonio , Texas, known to me to be the person and officer whose 
name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to 
me that the same was the act of tqe said San ,Antonio Board of Educa
tion, Trustees for the San Antonio Independent School District, a 
publ i c free school corporation, and that he executed the same as the 
act of such public free school corporation for the pt;:rposes and con
sideration therein expressed, and in the capacity therein stated. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal of office, this the 
of ~, A.D. 1953. 
~ 

-~ 
Notary Publ 1c, Bex~hii\. 

L. H. PA<XAID 
~~ ...... c...tr. 'h~ 

day 
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l' ··'VOTE 

Meeting' of the~ City Council ._---'-~~ __ -+-1 Q ......... 5~3. 195_ 

Resolution } . . 
Ordin 

Mollon by Member of Counc;u!l _ _ ______ _ 
. ance 

Approp. No'~. _ _ _ _ _ _ Ord. No. /yg¢~ 

A. C. WHITE 
Member of Council PL 1 

RUBEN R. LOZANO 
Member of Counell PI. 2 

ALVIN E. SCHMIDT 
Member of Council PI. 3 

HAROLD W. KELLER 
Member of Council PI. 4 

T. N. TUCKER 
Member of Council PI. 5 

~MRS.MANFRED J. 
~L &GERHAROT 

MIKE A. CASSIDY 
Member of Council PL 7 

DR. NELSON GREEMAN 
Member of Council PI. 8 

SAM BELL STEVES 
Member of Council PL 9 

Roll Call Aye Nay Aye Nay 
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Approp. No., ___ _ 

A. C. WHITE 
Member 01 CouneU PL 1 

RUBEN R. LOZANO 
Member 01 CouneU PI. 2 

AL VIN E. SCHMIDT 
Member of Counell PL 3 

HAROLD W. KELLER 
Member of Council PI. 4 

T N. TUC~ 
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A. C. WHITE 
Member of CouncD PL 1 

RUBEN R. LOZANO 
Member of CouncD PI. 2 

ALVIN E. SCHMIDT 
Member of Council PL 3 

HAROLD W. KELLER 
Member of Council PI. 4 

MRS. MANFRED J. 
GERHARDT 

Member of Council PL 6 

MIKE A. CASSIDY 
Member of Council PL 7 

DR.NELSON GREEMA 
Member of Council PL 8 

SAM BELL STEVES 

Ord. No. ____ . 

Roll Call Aye Nay Aye Nay 
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Hon. Mayor and Members of Council 
City of San Antonio , Texas 

Subject: Transfer of park properties-
S. A. School District 

Gentlemen: 

For the information of Council, I am quoting below a letter from the San Antonio 
Independent School District with regard to the proposed use of the South '~ide 
Lions ' Park site: 

"Acting for Superintendent Thomas B. Portwood , who is absent from the city, 
I have been asked by Mr . Ernest Rambo , our building co-ordinator , to answer 
your verbal inquiry as to the purpose to which we propose t o put the South 
Side Lions Park site and the approximate date of building construction thereon . 

"We are busy in many sections of the city, especially in the outlying parts of 
our school district , attempting to locate and obtain sites for future school 
building construction. The South Side Lions Park site has a definite part in 
this overall program. 

"While our most serious problem, at the moment , is in the elementary school 
facilities , the upsurge in pupil load for the junior high school grades is 
just around the corner . With that thought in mind , we are about to build two 
new junior high schools , one in the northwest section and one in the extreme 
western part of the school district . With the need for new and additional 
junior high school facilities in the southeastern section of the district , we 
had determined upon the South Side Lions Park site as ideal for that purpose . 
While heavy pupil load will occur first in the junior high school grades, it 
will not be too long before it faces the senior grades . Therefore , we have 
in our thinking the possibility of a junior-senior unit (grades 7 through 12) 
for this site . 

"I understand you have requested that we furnish you with an approximate date 
of construction , should this site be deeded to this school district . As you, 
in your position and with your experience , must well know, this is very dif
ficult to say. Certainly we could not make any promise of a specific date . 
Pgrhaps the best we could say is that the present situation gives indication 
that we will need to have a junior school in that area within the near future , 
barring, of course , a drastic change in the whole picture . " 

Yours very sincerely, 

\ <-
C. A. Harrell 
City Manager 
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OF'FICE OF' 

RESEARCH DIVISION 

SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Mr. C. A. Harrell 
Cit7 Manager 
Cit7 Ball 

141 LAVACA STREET 

SAN ANTONIO 3, TEXAS 

San Antonio .5, Texas 

Dear Mr. Barrell: 

Acting for Superintendent Thomas B. Portwood, who is absent 
from the cit7. I have been asked b7 Mr. Ernest Rambo. our 
buildiDg co-ordi:na.tor, to answer your verbal inquir,. as to 
the purpose to which we propose to put the South Side Liona 
Park site and the approximate date of building construction 
thereon. 

We are bus7 in man7 section. of the cit7, especiall7 in the 
outl71ng parts of our school district, attempting to locate 
and obtain sites for future school building construction. 
The South Side Lions Park site has a definite part in this 
overall program. 

While our most serious problem. at the moment, is in the ele
mentar7 school facilities, the upsurge in pupil load for the 
junior high SChool grades is just around the corner. With 
that thought in mind, we are about to build two new junior 
high schools, one in the northwest section and one in the 
extreme western part of the school district. With the need 
for new and additional junior high school facilities in the 
south eastern section of the district. we had determined up
on the South Side Lions Park Bite as ideal for that purpose. 
While heav,- pupil load. vill occur first in the Junior high 
SChool grades. it vill not be too long before it faces the 
senior grades. Therefore, we have in our thinking the possi
bl1it7 of a junior-senlor unit (grades 7 through 12) for 
this site. 

I understand 70U bave re~ested that we furnish 70U with an 
approximate date of construction, should this aite be deeded 
to this school district. As you, in 70ur position and with 
70ur experience, IlUst well know, this is ver,. difficult to 
say. Certain17 we could not make &J17 promise of a specific 
date. Perhaps the best we could sa7 is that the present 
situation gives indication that we will need to have a junior 
school in that area vi thin the near future, barring, of course, 
a drastic change in the whole picture. 

SHEA 
JTS:lIds of Research 



February 12, 1953 

Hon. Mayor and Members of Council 
City of San Antonio, Texas 

Subject: Transfer of Park Properties 

Gentlemen: 

The City has heen approached by the School Board with regard to two problems: 

1. The increasing of parking area in connection with the Alamo 
Stadium; and 

2. The obtaining of part of the present Southside Lions Park. 

For some time the Recreation Department had been considering the possible use 
of the old German-English School on South Alamo Street in connection with its 
program. While the foregoing problems were under discussion with the School 
Board, the Conservation Society approached the City to ask if it were possible 
for the Recreation Department to use the properties of the old German-English 
School in order that they might be preserved for their historical significance. 

These three matters have been the subject of much discussion and many conferences 
between the City and the School Board, the net result being that the School Board 
has expressed its willingness to deed to the City the property of the old German
English School in exchange for certain properties in San Jacinto Park and in 
Southside Lions Park. The properties under discussion are set forth in three at
tached sketches . 

The Real Estate Agent of the City has appraised all three properties. The com
bined value placed by him on the two park properties are approximately the same 
as the value placed upon the German-English School property. In this connection 
there is quoted below a letter from the Director of Parks and Recreation setting 
forth his recommendation and that of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board : 

"At our last meeting on February 5, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
unanimously approved and recommended the trade of San Jacinto Park and 20 acres 
of the South-Side Lions Park to the San Antonio Independent School District 
for the German-English School on South Alamo Street. Information from Mr . 
Adams , City Real Estate Agent , indicates the properties are approximately of 
equal value. 
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"The following points were expressed during discussion of this trade : 

1. All three portions would continue to be the property of the 
public with only the Administrative Agency changing. 

2. Each piece of property can and will be of greater benefit and 
use to the public as a result of the trade . 

3. A loss of 20 acres from the Southside Lions Park still leaves 
an area comparable in size to Brackenridge Park. 

-2-

'~e concur in the recommendation of the Board and request an early completion 
of this trade." 

The Director of Parks and Recreation has further written me as follows: 

'~e have investigated the legality of trading approximately 15 acres of San 
Jacinto Park and 20 acres of the Southside Lions Park , both undeveloped , to 
the School District for the German-English school property on South Alamo Street . 
As far as we are able to determine, the status of each piece of property is as 
follows: 

"San Jacinto Park : Several portions of this park have been disposed of pre
viously, with over 200 acres going to Trinity University, thereby precluding 
any difficulty from a legal standpoint . 

"South Side Lions Park: This area is dedicated for park purposes and for pub
lic use by ordinance since the property was purchased by the City. The school 
area would still be considered tpublic use '. 

"German-English School: A legal opinion from Davis , Clemens , Knight and Weiss 
is attached which states that the school board has the right to dispose of this 
property as they see fit. 

"It is our opinion therefore , that this transaction can legally be consummated 
according to the deeds involved . The Legal Department has verbally concurred 
in this opinion. " 

The action of the Planning Commission in this respect is given below: 

"The Department of Planning and Parks and Recreation Department have been working 
on a plan for some time whereby that property known as the Old German-English 
School might be conserved and put to use a s City office space for the Parks 
and Recreation Department, as well as other departments . The result of these 
studies are as follows: 

"The Parks and Recreation Board have agreed to trade a tract of land of approx
imately fifteen acres (see sketch) out of San Jacinto Park (located to the south 
of Alamo Stadium) , as well as a twenty acre school site in the Southside Lions 
Park area, corner of Patti and Elgin (see attached sketch) , both sites to be 
determined at a later date by survey. In turn , the San Antonio Independent 
School District will deed their property and buildings (see sketch, lots 4 and 5, 
NCB 155) on South Alamo to the City of San Antonio . 
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"It should be understood that the area in San Jacinto Park wil l be developed 
into additional parking space with relation to Alamo Stadium and will also be 
available for pblic parking when programs are being presented at the City 
Sunken Garden Theater. At the request of Mr. Haycock, an appraisal was made 
of all properties involved by Mr. Adams of the Real Estate Office; and it was 
his opinion that the properties in question were of near equal monetary value. 

"With this information in mind, the Planning Commission would recommend ap
proval of the trade as proposed." 

A resolution passed by the Board of Directors of the Highland Park Lions Club 
on July 4, 1952, is as follows: 

"WHEREAS, in August 1950, the Commissioners of the City of San Antonio, by or
dinance duly enacted, permanently designated and set aside 346.45 acres of land 
out of the Gideon tee Tract as a public park in and for the City of San Antonio, 
and named it 'South Side Lions Park'; and 

t~REAS, the San Antonio Independent School District has determined that one 
certain 25 acre tract out of said park would be an ideal and advantageous loca
tion for a public school, and has requested the Highland Park Lions Club to 
consider favorably its proposed request to the City Council of the City of San 
Antonio that a 25-acre tract out of said park be permanently designated for pub
lic school purposes; and 

WHEREAS, it is considered that the buildings and improvements to be erected on 
said property would be an extremely valuable addition to the public school fa
cilities and improvements in this area, and would materially enhance the value 
of this property as a Pllb1ia park; 

"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Highland Park 
Lions Club, that the Trustees of the San Antonio Independent School District 
be advised that the Highland Park Lions Club is in favor of the designation 
of this 25 acre tract out of the SOUTH SIDE LIONS PARK for public school pur
poses, on condition that should said premises ever cease to be used for free 
public school purposes, that they sould revert to the City of San Antonio for 
public park purposes; 

"JND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copy of this resolution be presented to the 
Trustees of the San Antonio Independent School District in duplicate in order 
that this resolution may accompany the request of said school district to 
said City Council. 

"Attest: Henry H. Klenke, 
Secretary." 

sf R. c. Haskel, President 

It is accordingly the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council au
thorize the City to exchange certain properties of the South Side Lions Park and 
San Jacinto Park with the School Board for the old German-English School properties. 

If this recommendation is approved by the Council, the necessary legislative prepa
ration will be made asking these exchanges. 

Yours ~ry s~r:!cerely, _ \ \, 
~ . ""'" '-~-~
C. A. Harrell 
City Manager 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: _______ C_it~~~~ __ ~e_r ________________________________________________ _ 

FROM: ______ ~ ___ c_to __ r __ of __ P_ar __ ks __ an __ d_Re __ c_r_ea_t_i_o_n ________________________________ __ 

COPIES TO: ____ P_ark ___ Bo_ar __ d __ -___ Le_g=-al ___ D~epar=____tm_en __ t ______________________________ _ 

SUBJECT : ___ Pr __ o-=.po __ sed ___ tr_ade ____ wi_'th ___ San ___ An __ to_ni __ o_SC __ h_o_ol __ Bo __ ard ________________________ _ 

Date February 10, 19$3 

We have investigated the legality of trading approxiaately' 1$ acres 
of San Jacinto Park aD:i 20 acres of the South Side Lions Park, both un
developed, to 'the School district for the German-English school proper
ty on South Alamo Street. As far as we are able to determine, the status 
of each piece of property is as follows a 

San Jacinto Parka - Several portions of this park have been disposed of 
previous:ij' with over 200 acres going to Trinity University thereby pre
cluding no diffic'lll ty from a legal standpoint. 

South Side Lions Park: - 'l'his area is dedicated for park purposes and 
for public use bY' ordinance since the property was purchased by the City. 
The school area would still be considered ·Public use". 

German-English School: - A legal opinion from Davis, CIElllens, Knight and 
Weiss is attached which states that the school board has the right to 
dispose of this property as they see fit. 

It is our opinion therefore, that this transaction can legal.ly be 
/ conswmnated according to the deeds involved. The Legal Department has 

verbally concurred in this opinion. 

GHH/lms 

F..,rm 6-02-21 - 9-52 - 25M 

Gus H. Haycock, Director 
Parks & Recreation Dept. 
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JAY ADAMS 
. --

Hr . Haycock : 

There is much more to this appraisal problem than in
dicated on the attached . The report could be very 
misleading . I would like to sit in on the conference . 

Compliments 0' THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 
Hom. OtRce, Nework, N. J. 

, 

,
I 

i 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO ..... ' 
Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO: Direc tOr of Parks and Recreation 

FROM: Real Estate Agent 

COPIES TO:; ____________________________ ~-----------------------------------

SUBJECT: Valuation Estimates 

ron.. 6-02.21-12-52-25M 

Date Feb . 3, 1953 

San Jacinto Park Plot , 15 to 16 
Acres @$3000 . 00 . . . . • . • . . . . .$ L~5 , 000 . 00 

Hi- Lions Pa rk Plot , 20 Acres @$1000 . 00 •• ~p 20 , 000 . 00 
65 , 000 . 00 

Old Junior College Site: 
South Alamo street frontage --- 170 ft . 
South Property line frontage-- 355 ft . 
North Property Line frontage-- 335 ft . 
Rear Property Line Frontage--- 126 ft . 
170 ft . @$300 . 00 per front foot - ~l , OOO . OO 
Improvements- - -- - -- -- - - -- -------, 12 500 . 00 

Informants: 

$63 , 500 . 00 . 

Marshall Eskridge - owner of 114. 5 feet of South Alamo 
Street front age adjoining Junior College Site . 

P . L . Ts c hirhart - who made appraisal of Junior College 
property for school board - his value , ~ $67 , 500 . 00 . 

H. R. Hohenberger - Realtor and ov-mer of South Alamo 
Street property . 

R. C. Kittel - Rea l tor and owner of South Alamo Street 
property . 

R. w. Patton - Appraiser . 

The value of the Junior Colle ge property presumes no restric 
tions upGn use as per opinion of A. V. Knight , and no claim 
by the Conservation Society pursuant to option agreement . 

A more thorough study will be made upon request . 

jea/ep 

Very truly yours , 

~d<_ . ,, ~ 
Jay E . Adams 
Real Estate Agent 
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Interdepartment Corres ondence Sheet 

~~e:~w~~ 
fEB 9- 1953 

CITY MANAGER 
TO :: ______ ~C~i~ty~Man~~a~g~e~r ____ ~~ ____________________________________________ ___ 

FROM: ____ ~D:ir~e~c~t~o=r~o:f~P~l~an==n=i~n~g~----------------------______________________ _ 

COPIES TO:: __________________________________________________________________ _ 

SUBJECT: 

--

Proposed Trade of City Park Properties for Lots 4 and 5, NCB 155, Belonging 
to San Antonio Independent School District 

Date February 9, 1953 

The Department of Planning and Parks and Recreation Department have been working 
on a plan for some time whereby that property known as the Old German English School 
might be'conserved and put to use as city office space for the Parks and Recreation 
Department as · well as other departments. The result of these studies are as follows: 

The Parks and Recreation Board have agreed to trade a track~f land of approxi
mately fifteen acres (see sketch) out of San Jacinto Park (located to the south of 
Alamo Stadium) as well as a twenty acre school site in the Highland Lions Park Area, 
corner of Patti and Elgin (see attached sketch) , both sites t o be determined at a 
later date by survey . In turn, the San Antonio Independent School District will 
deed their property and buildings (see sketch, lots four· and five, NCB 155) on 
South Alamo to the city of San Antonio . 

It should be understood that the area in San Jacinto Park will be developed 
into additional parking space with relation t o Alamo Stadium and will also be 
available for public parking when programs are being presented at the City Sunken 
Ga.rden Theater . At the request of Mr. Haycock, an appraisal was made of all proper
ties involved by Mr . Adams of the Real Estate Office; and it was his opinion that 
the properties in question were of near equal monetary value • 

. With this information in mind , the Planning Commission would recommend ap
proval of the trade as proposed . 

MWM/lh 

... 6-02-21-12~2-25M 

#z/.~ 
William O. Parker 
Director of Planning 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Interdeportment Correspondence Sheet 

FEB 6 - 1953 

TO: 
City Manager CITY MANAGER 

Director of Parks and Recreation FROM: ________________________________________ ~ ______________________ __ 

COPIES TO:. ____ Dir ___ ec_to_r_of_P_l_anning _____________________ _ 

SUBJECT :. ____ Tr __ a_de __ o_f __ P_ar_k __ Pr __ op_e_r_t_~_f_o_r __ G_erman ____ -_~ __ l_i_s_h_S_c_h_o_ol ____________________ _ 

F~1'm 6- 02-21 - 9-52 - 25M 

Date February 6; 1953 

At our last meeting on February 5th, the Parks & Recreation Ad
visory Board unanomously approved and recommended the trade of San 
Jacinto Park and 20 acres of the South-8ide Lions Park to the San 
Antonio Indepenaent School District for the German-English School 
on South Alamo Street. Information from Mr. Adams, City Real Es
tate Agent, indicates the propertys are approximately of equal va
lue. 

The following points were expressed during discussion of this 
trade: 

1. All three portions would continue to be the property of the 
public with only the Administrative Agency changing. 

2. Each piece of property can and will be of greater benefit 
and use to the public as a result of the trade. 

3. A loss of 20 acres from the South-5ide Lions Park still 
leaves an area comparable in size to Brackenridge Park. 

We concur in the reconunendation of /d and request an early 
completion of this trade. ~~ 

Gus ~;::fnt~~ 
Parks & Recreation Dept. 

GHH/lms 

,. 
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DAVIS , CLE~mNS, KNIGHT & WEISS 

February 9 , 1949 

Mr . Bailey Peyton , Business Manager , 
San Antonio School District, 
141 Lavaca Street , 
San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Mr . Peyton : 

In Re: Title to South Alam~_~tre~~~rope~. 

You asked whether the School District had the ricrht to sell 
the premises on South Alamo Street presently leased to San Antonio 
.Tunior College District , stating that in the deeds from George 
Breckenrid,se and from Franz Groos the property is granted, sold, 
bargained and conveyed to the trustees "for the use and benefit 
of the public free schools of the City of San Antonio . u We un
derstand also in the habendum clause appears the words "in trust 
for the use and benefit of the public free schools of the City 
of San Antonio , Bexar County, Texas . " 

In my opinion these deeds conveyed the full fee simple title 
to the SaD Antonio Independent School District and the District 
has the absolute right to sell the property and use the proceeds 
der ived therefrom for any legitimate s chool ~urpose . 

Basi~_of Opi_l2.ion . 

For fubure reference I herewith state the reasons for such 
opinion: 

1. The wording is not sufficient to create a trust , being too 
indefinite as to time, purposes , use, powers of trustee and having 
no revision or torminiation provision . 

20 The words are not sufficient to reserve any right in the 
grantors , containinv no except~on, reservation or reversionary 
clause in favor of the ~rantor . 

3 . A situation practically identical w5th this deed has been 
possed upon by the Supreme Court . In !i~~~ .. s_v ._Q.l_2:.de.~~te.:r: .C .. o ., .L}ne 
Independent chool District , 76 S .• (2) 471 (Commission of Appeals 
opfriion adopfe-dbythe' Supreme Court) Hurrhes conveyed land to the 
District 'for school purposes only for the colored children of the 
County of GreggU , the deed further providinc that the land is deeded 
"to the trustees for school purposes only for the colored children 
of District No.3 of Grerl:R: County, Texas . " The deed contained no 
reversionary clauseo The Court held that the use of the words 
tfgranted, sold and conveyed,' gives an uncondi t· onal fee estate 

COPY 
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and that the other words merely denoted "that the grant 1-vas made 
for a particular purpose lt and they are not rec;arded as implying 
that the grant is conditional . 

4. The trustees of a public school district TJlay take the 
fee estate in 'land under Articles 2756 and 2753 and under our 
charter . 

5. The Supreme c ourt in the case cited further held thf't 
no reversion will occur to the grantor of the district on cessation 
of the l and for public school purposes . 

6; Other authorities to the same general effect are : 

T ~p !-_B~ ,v.-..!"fartin, 71 s . w 0 (2) 867; 

Cit1_of Stamfordy_. Ki.£g, 14~ S . H. (?) 923 ; 

Toole v . Christ ChuFch, 141 S. Wo (2) 720 (writ refused) . 

7. Article 1291 Revised Civil statutes further controls this 
deed for it provides that every conveyanc e shall be deemed an es
tate in fee simple ttif a less estate be not limited by express 
words or do not appear to h~ve been ~ranted , conveyed or devised 
by construction or operation of law . ' Under this article any 
limitation upon title , any reversion or condition , must be ex
pressly stated in the deed . The use of the words s howing the 
property is granted for the benefit of the public free s chools 
does not constitute a limitation, condition, reversion or ex
ception . They merely describe the purpose for Vlhich the land 
is conveyed, which is for the benefit of the public free schools . 
These words do not prohibit a sale nor do they authorize a rever
sion to the grantors . 

We trust this answers the question raised by you . 

Very truly yours , 

DA VIS , CLID1ENS , KNIGHT & WEISS 

BY 
A. V. Knight 



STATE OF TEXAS 0 
~ 

COUNTY OF BEXAR I 

COPY 

This a reement l-etween San Antonio Independent School District , a public 

school corporation, in Bexar County, Texas, and San Antonio Conservation Soc-

iety , a corDoration under the laws of Texas , ITNESSETH: 

1 . The D·strict hereby gives to the Society the possession, use and 

occupancy , except as stated below, of the pre;'1ises , improvements and appur-

tanances thereto owned by the District located on South Alamo Street in San 

Antonio , in Bexar County, Texas , (being the sarne pre"'1ises formerly used by the 

District for junior college purposes and r~cently occupied by San Antonio Union 

Junior College District) for one (1) year of this agreement . 

2 . The Dis trict reserves and qoes not give the possess ~_on , . use and 

occupancy of those portions of the pre ises used by the District for a tax 

assessi.nO' and colle~ting office , sucb portion being the eastern one - story 

portion of the building adjacent to South Al~mo Street now occupied by the 

District tax office and the necessary driveway and parking facilities for 

District employees, and the District further reserves the use of such other 

portions of the premises presently used by it for the storage of District 

property until such time , not to exceed sixty (60) days from date hereof , as 

the Business Mana~er of the District has made other suitable arran~ements for 

the removal and stora~e of such property and has surrendered the possession 

of the premises , or any portion thereof, to the Society . 

3 . The Society shall have the right to lease the portion of the premises 

presently or hereafter surrendered to it durins said year for any lawful pur-

pose , provided the net rentals received shall be anplied to the repair , upkeep 

and restoration of the portion of the pre~ises delivered to the Society o Net 

rentals shall be the remainder of rent received after payment by the Soc i e t y 

of any amounts for utilities , commiss lons for procuring tenants or advertising 

for tenants , and the like expenses , should any such be incurred by the Society . 

4 0 The Society s hall also have an option, to be exercised by notice in 

writin~ on or before the expiration of said year, to purchase said pren·ises 

for the sum of Sixty- seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($67 , 500 000) , the 

purchase price to be evide~ced by a vendor's lien note and to be secured by 

deed of trust , (both on the current forms prepared by San Antonio Bar Asso

ciation) , payable in monthly installments of Four Hundred Dollars (~400 . 00) 

or more , provided any unpaid balance shall become due on expiration of ten 



STATE OF TEXAS 0 
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COUNT¥ OF BEXAR I 
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This agreement between San Antonio Independent Sorool District, a publio 

school corporation, in Bexar County, Texas, and San Antonio Conservation Soc

iety, a corporation under the laws of Texas, WITNESSETH: 

1 . The District hereby gives to the Society the possession, use and 

occupancy, except as stated below, of the premises, improvements and appur. 

tanances thereto owned by the District located on South Alamo Street in San 

Antonio, in Bexar County, Texas, (being the same premises formerly used by the 

District for junior college purposes and r~cently occupied by San Antonio Unio~ 

Junior College District) for one (1) year of this agreement . 

2 . The District reserves and does not give the possession, use and 

occupancy of those portions of the premises used by the District for a tax 

assessing and collecting office, such portion being the eastern one-story 

portion of the building~ adjacent to South Alamo Street now occupied by the 

District tax office and the necessary driveway and parking facilities for 

District employees, and the District further reserves the use of such other 

portions of the premises presently used by it for the storage of District 

property until such time , not to exceed sixty (60) days from date hereof , as 

the Business Manager of the District has made other suitable arrangements for 

the removal and storage of such property and has surrendered the possession 

of the premises, or any portion thereof, to the SOCiety . 

30 The Society shall have the right to lease the portion of the premisei 

presently or hereafter surrendered to it during said year for any lawful pur

pose, provided the net entals received shall be applied to the repair, upkeep 

and restoration of the portion of the premises delivered to the Society . Net 

rentals shall be the remainder of rent received after payment by the Soc iety 

of any amounts for utilities, commissions for procuring tenants or advertising 

for tenants , and the like expense , should any such be incurred by the Society 

4. The Society shall al 0 have an option, to be exercised by notice in 

writing on or before the expiration of said year, to purchase said premises 

for the sum of ixty- seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ( 7,500.00), the 

purchase price to be evidenced by a vendor ' s lien note and to be secured by 

deed of trust , (both on the current forms prepared by San Antonio Bar Asso

ciation) , payable in monthly installments of Four Hundred Dollars ( 00 . 00) 

or more , provided any unpaid balance shall become due on expiration of ten 
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(10) years from date of such note , such payments to include both principal 

and interest at four per cent (4d ) and the other provisions , terms and con

ditions of such sale shall be later mutually a greed , upon, provided the 

Society shall have the right to prepay any unpaid balance at any time without 

penalty . 

50 It is further a,'"'!:reed the property shall be sUY'veyed and a correct 

metes and b ounds descript ion thereof obtained, which shall apply to and 

control all agDeements , including this a~reement . 

6 . Upon sale of the prerrises to the Society , the District shall have 

the option to continue the use of its tax offi ce above mentioned for a period 

not to exceed five (5) years from date of the deed, the District reserving the 

right to terminate such occupancy at any time . Upon sale to the Society , the 

District will credit the note of the Society for the purchase price with the 

sum of $1 00 . 00 per month upon the principal of said note for each month the 

District occupies said office or a proportionate part of said sum for any 

portion of a month . 

7. The Society will not demolish or make any major structural chan~e s 

in any improvements located on the premises during the period of said year 

without first obta ining the consent of t he trustees of the District evidenced 

by proper Board resolution . 

8 . The Society, its tenants, agents , or employees shall be responsible 

for and pay the cost of any utilities used on any portion of the premises 

occupied by them from and after the beginning of such occupancy, and the 

District shall pay the cost of any utilities used by it on any portion of the 

premi ses not surrendered to the Society . 

9 . Shouldthe Society fail to exercise its option to purchase the pre 

mises , it a~rees to surrenQer the same peaceably upon reauest at t he expiration 

of one (1) year from date hereof , and the Society agrees it will not mal{e or 

attempt to make any lea se, agreement or contract of any nature attempting or 

purporting to confer the use or possession of the premises beyond s uch year 

unless and until the Society has purchased the premises , and any at t empt to 

do s o prior to the expirat i on of oen (1) year from date hereof (unless the 

Society shall have purchased the premises) shall be sholly void and of no 

forc e and effect so far as the District is concerned o 

10. It is understood and agreed that the District has no connection with , 

control of , or interest in the use of the prendses surrendered to the Society, 
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(10) years trom date of , such note, such pa~ents to include both principal 

and interest at four per cent (4%) and the other prov~siQns, terms and con

ditions of such sale shall be later mutually agreed, upon, provided the 

Society shall have the right to prepay any unpaid balance at mly time without 

penalty. 

5. It is further agreed the property 'shall be surveyed and a correct 

metes and bounds description thereof obtained, which shall apply to and 

control all agbeements, including 'this agreement. 

6. Upon sale of the premises to the Society, the District shall have 

the option to cQntinue the use of its tax office above mentione~ for a period 

not to exceed five (5) years from date of the deed, the District reserving the 

right to terminate such occupancy at any time. Upon sale to the Society, the 

District will credit the note of the Society for the purchase price with the 

,sum of $100 . 00 per month upon the principal of said note for each month lthe 

District occupies said office or a proportionate part of said sum for any 

portion of a month . 

7. The Society will not demolish or make any major structural changes 

in any improvements located on the premises during the period o~ said year 

without first obtaining the consent of the trustees of the District evidenced 

by proper Board resolution. 

8. 'The Society, its te~ants, agents, or employees shall be responsible 

for and pay the cost of any utilities used ,on any portion of the premises 

occupied by them from and after the beginning of such occupancy, and 'the 

District shall pay the cost of any utilities used by it on any portion of the 

premises not surrendered to the Society. 

9 . Shouldthe Society fail to exercise its option to purch~se the pre

mises , it agrees to surrender the same peaceably upon request at the expiration 

of one (1) year from date hereof, and the Society agrees it will not make or 

attempt to maKe any lease, agreement or contract of any nature attempting or 

purporting to confer the use or possession of the premises beyond such year 

unless and until the Society has purchased the premises, and any attempt to 

do so prior to the expiration of oen (1) year from date hereof (un1ews the 

Society shall have purchased the premises) shall be sholly void and of no 

Corce and effect so far as the District is concerned. 

10. It is understood and agreed that the District has no connection with, 

control of, or interest in the use of the premises surrendered to the SOCiety, 
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does not warrant their condition or fitness for any use , and shall not be 

liable for any dama~e to persons or property by reason of the use of the said 

pre~ises by the society or by any other tanant or person under lease from or 

by the authority of the ~ociety or otherwiseo The Society will hold the 

District harmless and indemnify the District against any claims of any person 

for personal injury or property dama~e , or otherwise, arising by or from the 

use of the premises by the society or any tenant or other person under the 

authority of the Society . 

Witness the parties, acting herein by the.ir duly authorized officers , 

at San Pntonio , Texas , this 

ATTEST: 

ATTEST : 

secretary 

day of _____ , 1951 . 

SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

BY ~~ __ ~ __ ~ _____ ,~_--~-=--~~------
President , San Antonio Board 
of Education 

SAN ANTONIO CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

BY 
President 
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does not warrant their condition or fitness for any use , and shall not be 

liable for any damage to persons or property by reason of the use of the said 

premises by the Society or by any other tanant or person under lease from or 

by the authority of the Society or otherwise . The Society will hold the 

Distric~ harmless and indemnify the Dist~ict against any claims of any person 

for personal injury or property damage, or otherwi se , . arising by or from the 

use of the premises by the Society or any tenant or other person under the 

authority of the Society. 

Witness the parties , acting herein by their duly authorized officers , 

at San Antonio, Texas, this 

ATTEST: 

secretary 

ATT~ST : . 

Secretary 

___ day of _____ , 1951 . 

SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDEBT SBHOOL 
DISTRICT 

BY __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ____ _ 
President , San Antonio Board 
of Education 

SA ~ ANTONIO CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
BY __ ~ __ ~ __ r-______________________ __ 

President 
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does not warrant their condit ion or fitness for any use , and shall not be 

liable for any damage to persons or property by reason of the use of the said 

pre~ises by the Society or by any other tanant or person under lease from or 

by t~e authority of the ~ociety or otherwiseo The Society will hold the 

District harmloss and indemnify the District aga1.nst any claims of any person 

for personal injury or property dama~e , or otherwise, arising by or from the 

use of the pre~ises by the Society or any tenant or other person under the 

authority of the Society . 

Witness the parties, acting herein by the,ir duly authorized officers , 

at San Antonio , Texas , this 

ATTEST : 

'secreYiry-

ATTEST : 

Secretary 

day of _____ , 1951 . 

SAN ANTONIO INDEPE:~DENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

BY .-=~~~~ __ ~ _ _ ~~~ __ ~ __ ~ ____ _ 
President , San Antonio Board 
of Education 

SAN ANTONIO CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

BY __ ~~~~~~ ____________________ ___ 
President 
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SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Mr. C. A. Harrell 
CUr Manager 
City Hall 
San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Mr. Harrell: 

OFFICE Of SUPERINTENDENT 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

January 30, 1953 

~
~- -

, . ' 

~ -, 

FEB 3- '1953 

CiTY M NA~ER 

I am writing this letter to you as a matter of information concerning 
a conference held to~ between ~se1f and members of the school staff 
and Mr. :eill Parker and Mr. Gus Haycock representing the city. This 
conference was held in connection With the proposed trade b.1 the city 
and the San Antonio :Board of IIlducation involving the old Junior plllU 
site on South AlMO Street, a ar~ area acent to Alamo Stadium, 
and a future school aite in the Lions Park in southeast San toni • .... ........,., .-

The following agreement was reached as a recommendation to the city and 
to the :Board of Education: 

(1.) That the Junior College property on South Alamo Street be 
exchanged for the parking area lying south of Alamo Stadium 
and consisting of approximately fifteen acres and an area of 
twenty acres 1ring within the western part of Lions Park. 
The exact boundary of both pieces of property to be detel'
mined later. 

(2.) That the city agree to build a street along the south side of 
the parking lot property at Alamo Stadium Which street is to 
be properly located and planned to get best use of the area. 

(3.) That approximatelr 90,000 cubic yards of dirt, understood to 
be due the city from contractors on the ]'ree-Way, be hauled 
to the parking lot area for use as fill in developing the area. 

It was understood, of course, that this agreement i8 to be a recommendation 
as stated above and subject to approval and adoption by both the city and 
the San Antonio 130ard of lIlducatlon. 

cc: Mr. Parker 
Mr. ~coek 

Very Sincerely yours, 

Superintendant 
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Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 
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(ft~(§[E~W~ 
FEB 3 - ,1953 

TO: __________ C_i~ty~M_a_n_a~g~e_r __ , ________________________________ ~------~--------------

FROM: 
.. 

Director of ~arks and Recreation CITY ~v1ANAG£R 
COPI ES TO : ____ P_l_a_nn __ i_ng-=-_D_i _r_e_c_to __ r .<..,., _Pu __ b_l_i_c~:_lo_r_k_s __ D_i_r_e_c_t _o_r __________ --,-________________ _ 

SUBJECT: ____ --P-a-r_k~--~r-t~y~t-r-a-n-s-a-c-t-i~o-n--w-i-t_h_v_~_ch_o_o_l __ Bo __ a_r_d __________________________ __ 

Date February 2, 1953 

This is t9 adv.ise that Hr . Parker and I met with I-fr . Thomas Port
wood and his 'associates regarding the pro osed transaction of t he San 
Jacinto ,Park area, south of Alamo Stadiulli, for the old C're man-English 
School on South ~amo Street . I told him that I would recomnend t o the 
Park and 11.ecreation Board and the Cit Hanager that t is transaction be 
COnSUilJ ated . 

He also insisted, however, that some 20 acres in Hi- Lions Park be 
included for a future site of a hiLh school. I Hill discuf this wit 
H ,e Park and 1ecreation Bou.rd at their next meeting on T;'ebruary 5 and 
will f orllard their, recom.nen ations to you at that time . 

{~~~c/'-----
Director of Parks an Recreation 

GHH: h 

F",/'tn 6-02-.21 - 9-52 - 25M 
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SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
O F F I CE OF SUPERI N TENDENT 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

January 28, 1953 

Mr. C. A. Harrell, City Manager 
City Hall 
San Antonio 5, Texas 

Dear Mr. Harrell: 

CITY MANAGER 

As you. remember, we have been holding discussions concerning 
working out a trade with the City whereby the City takes over 
the old Junior College property on South Alamo Street and 
gives in exchange to the :Soard of Education an add! tional 
parking area at Alamo Stadium and a school site of twenty
tive acres located in the tract known as Lions Field Park, 
in the southeast section of the city. I am wondering if we 
are in a position to finally close this matter one way or 
the other. 

Members of the Conservation Society, who had an option on the 
Junior College property, seem to feel that they will be 
unable to swing the deal and, of course, are interested in 
seeing the City take it over and conserve it. I believe our 
:Soard of Education would be willing to make a trade with the 
City for the two pieces of property mentioned above if the 
City has use for the old Junior College si te and wishes to 
enter into such a trade. 

We have had a request from a church concerning b~ng the 
property ~ut we, of course, are holding off on every other 
consideration until we know what the City wants to do. 

Very sincerely yours, 

T:BP/es 

/ - rf-r~ 

~. -7 /h,. 4~~ 
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CITY OF SAN 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 
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CITY ~/1,L\NAGEIi 
TO : _________ C_i~tyL-Ma __ n~ag~e_r ________________________________________________ _ 

FROM : _______ D~i=r~e~c~t~or~o~f~P=ar~k=s~an==d~Re~c=re~at~i~o=n~ ________________________________ _ 

COP I ES TO : __ --;Pu;-;::;::b=:li;;:.o c=-;;.:."WI=o-=.r'7k=-s -,Di=re~c-=-to.=..:r::""';'L....::Di=o =-re=-c=-t:...:o:...=r---=-o=-f_P~l=amu==o ng::.::li2..i,L....;:T:.::h:.:.;oma=s=--::B:..:::._P=-o.=..:rt::....=.::wo= o=dL, -=Mr:=..;:s:.,::._ 
Ethel Harris 

SUBJECT: Trade of San Jacinto Park Property for Old German-English School Site on 
South Alamo 

Date December 12. 1952 

The following recommendation was made by the Park and Recreation 
Board at the last meeting: 

Mr . Koger Stokes moved that the Board approve the 
proposal to trade San Jacinto Park for the Old 
German- English School Site, with the provision that 
this area be so planned and developed that it 'WOuld 
complCment the adjoining park and could be used by 
park patrons whenever necessary. Rev. Osbome 
seconded the motion. All voting in the affirmative , 
MOTION CARRIED. 

w~ also recommended this to you in our letter of December 2. 

:!:. -::::!4"~~ 
Director of Parks and Recreation 

Fol'm 6-02-.21 - 9-52 - 25M 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO : ________ ~C=i=t~y_=Ma==na=g~e=r~ __________________________________________________ _ 

FROM: Director of r,arks and Recreation 
~< 

COPI ES TO : __ --"Puc=b::=l"""i~c:-:'W'-'-'o=r'_'_k""s'_"'D""'i~re~c~t=o=r'_JI,'---"'Di""-· re~c~t=o~r----""o"",-f-,P:...:lanni~~·~n~g ..... , _T~h:.!:!o~ma~s~B..L' ---,P~o~rt~'WI~o~o~d.J-' --!Mr~su'L-
Ethel Harris 

SUBJECT: 

F-o"" 6- 02-.21 - 9-52 - 25 M 

Trade of San Jacinto Park Property for Old German-English School Site on 
South Alamo 

Date December 12, 1952 

The following recommendation was made by the Park and Recreation 
Board at the last meeting: 

Mr. Koger Stokes moved that the Board approve the 
proposal to trade San Jacinto Park for the Old. 
German-English School Site, with the prOvision that 
this area be so planned and developed that it would 
compliment the adjoining park and could be used by 
park patrons whenever necessary. Rev. Osborne 
seconded the motion. All voting in the affirmative, 
MOTION CARRIED. 

We also recommended this to you in our letter of December 2. 

Gus H. Haycock 
Director of Parks and Recreation 
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.' CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Interdeportment Correspondence Sheet 

TO : City Manager 

FROM : Director of Parks and Recreation 

COPIES TO: Director of Planning, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT : Re: Additional Parking Area Adjacent to Stadium and Gym (San Jacinto Park) 

Dote October 21, 1952 

It is my opinion that some plan could be devised whereby the area 
requested by the School Board in San Jacinto Park could be of use both 
to the School Board f or parking purposes and to t he city as a park . This , 
of course, would require some detailed planning, which we have not had 
the necessary time or personnel to do at this time. I do not believe, in 
any event, however, t hat we could provide t he developed parking area by 
this football season, but t hey are now using all available space possible 
in t he park at the present time f or such parking . 

It is my opinion that we should negotiate with the School Board 
whereby we trade them evenly a 25-acre plot in Hi Lions Park that is un
developed, dedicated as park, and owned by t he city, and a portion of 
San Jacinto Park just south of t he stadium which they wish to use for 
parking purposes for t he property on South Alamo known as t he Junior 
College Site or the old German-English School. I feel certain t hat this 
trade would be agreeable to all concerned. 

As you may remember, we are most anxious to acquire the property on 
South Alamo for a recreation center and possibly for additional offices. 
It is a very important historical building and site which is being 
supported very strongly by t he Conservation Society. 

Gus H. Haycock 

-",1'h1 6- 02-21 - 9-52 - 25M 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Carbon Copy 

October 1, 19.52 

. , 

Mr. ~ • 'o~. rintem.. 
San Antohto Inde Ddent School DSJItrlet 
ta~ aM tagol"da St •• 
San Antord.o. Texu 

n.r. Mr. PPl'tllOOdl . , 

This w1ll aeknowladge ~ letter or Se~r ,a, _til 
" , 

reprd to obtt.in1ng add:1tlonal parid.ng &1"Q adjacent to 

t,he stadium and GyJanUi:Ulllt I am Mldng the C1t,.c1epu-t

~~ ccmeerr.ed, to make' a deWled stud7 of th:te a1t.-

t1on .. a 

Cit,,. W - vUl let 7O'U bur ,tJ"Cm _ as ~ .. po, • 

• 1ble. 

ltb ldttde.t peraonal regards. 

Your Yer'T .iDcerell',.. 

c~ A. a.n-eu 
Oit,. Ha,nag9r 

ce. D1reotor 01 Parb AJId Recreation 
ou.ctor Of Publ1c Orb 
Dtnctor ot PJamdDI 



WHEREAS, in August, 1950, the Commissioners of the City of San 

Antonio, by ordinance duly enacted, per~ently designated and set aside 

346.45 acres of land out of the Gideon Lee Tract as a public park in and 

for the City of San Antonio, and named it It SOUTH SIDE LIONS PARK"; and 

WHEREAS, the San Antonio Independent School District has determined 

that one certain 25 acre tract out of said park would be an ideal and 

advantageous location for a public school, and has requested the Highland 

Park Lions Club to consider favorably its proposed request to the City 

Council of the City of San Antonio that a 25 acre tract out of said park 

be permanently designated for public school purposes; and 

WHEREAS, it is considered that the buildings and improvements to 

be erected on said property would be an extremely valuable addition to 

the public school facilities and improvements in this area, ' and would 

, materially enhance the value of this property as a publ1c park; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the 

Highland Park Lions Club, that the Trustees of the San Antonio Independent 

School District be advised that the Highland Park Lions Club is in favor 

of the designation of this 25 acre tract out of the SOUTH SIDE LIONS PARK 

for public school purposes, on condition that should said premises ever 

cease to be used for free public school purposes, that they Should revert 

to the City of San Antonio for public park purposes; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copy of this resolution be , presented 

to the Trustees of the San Antonio Independent School District in duplicate 

in order that thi s resolution may accompany the request of said school 

district to said City Council. 

ATTEST: 

__ ~H~e~n~r~y~H~.~K1~en~k~e~ _____ Secretary 

sl R. C. BASKEt 
President 
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Law Offices 
MORRISS. MORRISS. BOATWRIGHT & LEWIS 

San Antonio 5. Texas 

Hon. Harry H. Rogers 
Aurora Apartment Hotel 
509 Howard Street 
San Antonio. Texas 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

July 11, 1952 

Last April or May. through your designated officials of the 
School Board, the Highland Park Lions Club was asked to recommend 
to the City Council of the City of San Antonio that 25 acres from 
the South Side Lions Park be desiftnated end set aside for the erection 
of a school or schools. 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Highland Park 
Lions Club on July 4, 1952, resolution was adopted favoring setting 
aside of 25 acres out of this park for the use of the Sen Antonio 
Independent School District. It was the understanding of the directors 
of the club that the school would be commenced on this property within 
a period of two years. 

On behalf of Mr. R. C. "Cliff" Haskell, retiring president of 
the Highland Park Lions Club, and of Mr. Tom S. Owen, incoming 
president, it is my pleasure to transmit two signed copies of thi s 
resolution - one for the School Board and one to be used for the 
School Board in making its application to the City Council for the 
setting aside of the 25 acres. 

The resolution does not contain the legal description of the 25 
acres which the school board wanted as this was not available to us, 
and we understand that the area has been outlined on a map but that 
field notes are not at this time available. At such time as field 
notes are availa.ble, the club would appreciate receiving copy of 
such field notes with plat showing the boundary of this area. The 
club would also appreciate receiving copy of the application made to 
the City Council at such time as it is filed, and I am authorized to 
advise you that the club wi~l cooperate with the School Board in 
every possible way to assist in the setting aside of the acreage 
requested in order that a school may be erected in this area. 

Yours very truly, 

S/ Teairl W~ Lewis 

TEAIRL W. LDfI S 
M:eb/es 

cc - Hon. Thomas J. Portwood 

cc - Mr. Oscar Miller 
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CI'IT OF SAN ANTONIO 

Director of planni ng 

City Manager 

Dear Mr. Parker z 

Carbon Copy 

July ,0, 1952 

Today I .ent to the Director ot Parka and Recreation a lttter 
from the Superintendent. ot San Ant.onio IndepeD1ent School 
Diltrict to which vaa attached copy ot reaolution PU." by 
the .Higtllatd Park tiona Club requeating that 25 aCl"ea ot the 
Sout,p Side tiona Park be "Iigned tor achool purpoaea. 

Aa lOon aa 70u receiYe the rec~ndation and tU. rrom 
the PUQ ~ Recreation, I wuld appreciate JOUl" ba"f'in& a 
Yery thorol1lh atudy -.de ot this _tter and. let ' .. baTe )'OUr 
recOJIIDBl'ldation u aoon u posaible in order that I ." take 
the attar to CouncU tor tillal decialon. 

C. A. Harrell 
C1ty MarJapr 

For m 6-02-22-3-52-20M ~3 



CITY" OF SAN ANTONIO 
~3 

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 
• 

TO: _________ C_i_t~y __ M_a_n_a~g_e_r ______________________________________________________ _ 

FROM: _______ D_l_·r_e_c_t_o_r __ o_f __ P_a_r_k_s __ an __ d __ R_e_c_r _ea_t_l_·o_n ______________________________________ _ 

COPIES TO: ___ D_1_' r_e_c_t_o_r __ o_f _P_l_a_nn __ i_n...::g=---__________________________________________ _ 

SUBJECT: _________________________________________________________________ _ 

form 6-02-21-6-52-20M 

Date July 31, 1952 

Regarding the request by the San Antonio Independent School District, 
that the City and the Park Department donate a 25-acre plot in South Side 
Lions' Park for a new school site, the following recommendation is hereby 
made: 

That this property be traded, rather than donated. 

We do not wish to leave the impression that such a school would de~ 
tract from the park. Rather' I think it would enhance the yalue of the 
park, but we are, at present, much below standard on park area and should, 
in my opinion, be acquiring more area rather than diminishing the area we 
have. The standard, as you know, is one acre per 100 population, which 
should give us approximately 4250 acres. We now have about 2500 acres. 

It is my feeling that such properties should be traded, if possible, 
for the old German-English School and its grounds on South Alamo. We 
have hopes of obtaining this for use as either a Park and Recreation 
administrative office or for organized and supervised recreation purposes 
or both. This property is, of course, of great historical value, and the 
Conservation Society has just recently approached us on this possibility. 

Our department and divisions are, at the present, quite scattered 
and should be centralized. r am sure that we could landscape, improve, 
and maintain this property in a manner that would be a credit and asset 
to our department and to the city. 

Too, the School Board is in a much better financial condition than 
the Parks Department and could, therefore, afford to make such a trans
action that would, I believe, be most beneficial to all concerned. 

Gus H. Haycock 
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, . ,. CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

Carbon Copy • 

Director of Parks and Recreation 

City Manager 

Juq 30, 1952 

Dear Mr. H&1'Cock I 

Attached 18 original letter trom the SuperinteDdent of the / 
San Antopio IbdepeDdent School District, to which 1a attached 
copy of reaolution by the Lions Club of High.l.aM Park. 

Pleaae let _ have your reco.a.nd&tion on thll , sending a 
copy ot 10ur recOlIDndation to Planning, together with the 
tUe. 

In thia connection, ia th1a the property there .. some talk 
ot trading to the School Board tor the property in which 10u 
are !nteHated - the property on South Aluo torarq UHd 
by the San Antonio Collea-? 

attach. 

Form 6-02-22-3-52-20M ~3 

Yours 'Very a1neerel1', 

C. A. Harrell 
CitY' Manager 

! 



CITY' OF SAN ANTONIO 

Carbon Copy 

Jul7 30. 1952 

• 'lb~ , B. Portwood, Super1nteD:1ent 
san Antonio Independent School Diatrlct 
San Antonio, Teae 

Dear Kr. ortwood. 

f 

Th:t.. w1ll acknowledge ,.our letter of J~ 25 with reterence to 
the desire ot the San Antonio Board of E4ucat1on and the High
land Park Lioaa Club tor the Clt70t San Antcn10 0 set .. 1de 
a twnt7 .. tlft-&C1'e tract out of the South Side Lloaa Park tor 
a s1te tor a propoaed h1&h achool. 

AI aoon .. we have a report on th1a tter trca the Director 
or Para aM creation and the Director of Ja::ming" w ah&ll 
be "17 &lad to take the qwtlt10n up with the Cit7 Councu 
with the Y1ev of tr71na to wrk 0 t • solution qreeable to 
all part1es concerned. 

laura V817 sincereq, 

cc. Director of vb and Recreation 
Director or Planning 

Form 6-02-22-3-52-20M ~3 
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