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invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity, or any order restraining the enforcement of 

any such part or parts of this ordinance, shall not effect any other part or patts 

hereof. 

PASSED AND APPROVED thi s 

ATTEST: 1~ ~ , 
CitY . Clerk~ 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF BEXAR 
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO <' 

jo dB~ of March A.D. 1911. 

fo~ ~~ 
Mayor, City of San Antonio. ~ 

6.. Befo~ me the undersigned authoritY,on thill day personally 

appeared ~ eX. N~ _, who being by me duly sworn, says on oath 

that he is one of the publishers of the San Antonio Light, a newspaper of general 

circulation in the City of San Antonio, ' in the State and County aforesaid, and that 

the ordinance hereto attached has ' been published in every isslle of said newspaper on 

the following days, to-wit: 11..~ / 1£ f.'J.-, 1).111[1«1, ( z / if jj ")... to' 1917. 

swornl!~d ' subscribed before me this __ ~A .... 1f:~_~~~~ ____ ' _~_t:,~ ___ ,l9l? ' 

.~~~ 
City Clerk. 

\ 
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I 
Ali ORDINANOE 0 F -: \ta 

SubIIlltting .oertain propo8ed amendments of tile Charter of the City of San Antonio to a vote 

of the people and oa1ling a Speoial Eleoti-on therefor, all as provided by la.w. 

BE lIT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISS!ONERS OF THE CITY 0., SAN ANTONIO: 

, WHEREAS heretofore. to-wit; on the 29th day of Karoh A.D. 1917. the Commissioners 

of the City at San Antonio by resolution duly passed and approved. deolared ·its intention to 

pass ant ordinance submitting to a Tote of the people certain proposed amendments to the 

Charter of this City. and ordering that twenty (20) days' notice of such intention be given 

by publication of such resolution and notioe for ten (10) day8 in the San Antonio Light, a 

newspaper publi shed in thi s City; and, 

WHEREAS 8uoh notioe was duly, given e. nd published as aforesaid, the first date of 

such public !:tt1on heving been on the 30th day of Karoh A.D. 1917; snd . 
-, . 

WHEREAS, there being no petition as prescribed by law for the submission of the 

question, !iShall a Comnission be Chosen to Frane a New Cha rter?". The Conmissloners of the 

City of San .b,ntonio therefore desire to Slbmit to a vote of the people. as provided by law, 

on its own motion, the said proposed amendments to the Charter of the City of San antoniO; 

Now Therefore, Be It Hereb,y Further Ordained: 

SECTION ONE: THat a special election be and the same is hereby ordered to be held 

and oonduoted in this City on the 25 th day o~ Yay A.D. 1917, for the purpos e of submitting 

to the qualified voters of the Cit7 certain proposed amendments to the Charter of the Citt of 

San Antonio; 

SECTION TWO: That the manner andeffeot of holding said eleotion shall be governed 

by those oertain provisions of the constitution and laws of the state of TexEs authorizing 

oities having more t 'han five thousand (5,000) inhobitcnts, by a mojority Tote of the qualifie 

~oters of suoh Cit,y at an eleotion held for that purpose to adopt &nd amend their Charters; 

~nd as provided by law only those persons shall vote at said eleotion and who are qualified 

voters of said City; 

SECTION THREE: The said election shall be held within the Cit7 of San AntoniO in 

eaoh of the forty-nine (49) eleotion precinots thereof variously located in eaoh of the eight 

~ 8) several wards of s e id City as said election preainats are now lawfully defined, and s aid 

election herein orde red shall be held at tbe place in e ~ch such respeotive election precinot 

II 

amed and set opposite the number of suoh precinct in the following table, to-wit: 

he polls will be open In the several preoinots from 8:00 o'clock a.m., to '1:00 o'olock p •••• 

t the following plaoes: 

1--Ci ty Hall 

No. 2--Engine House No. 12, South Flores and Risohe Streets 

No. 3--J.P.Homen's Place. 1608 South Flores st. 

RECINCT No. 4--T.R.Frias' Place, 260Si South Flores st. 

fRECINCT No. 5--A.L.Baker's Place, 3430 South Flores St. 
I 
fRECINCT No. 6--C.Forestello's store, corner Guadalupe and Smith Streets. 
I 
RECINCT No. 7--J.Rubiola's store, 123 Vera Cruz Street. 

RECINCT No. 8--Benevolenoia Hall, 115 Matamoras street. 

9--Engine House No.l,South Frio and Matanoras Streets. 

RECINCT No. 10--P1aygrounds, corner Buen~i Vista and Smith Streets. 

No. ll--Eng1ne House No.8,oorner Buena Vista and Rosillo streets. 

PRECINCT No. 12--Lund'e store, 601 W.Salinas street. 
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PRECINC1f No. l3--Engine House No.9, ·,North ,Salado and Perez streets ' 

PRECINCT No. l4--H.C. , Wilkinson's store, 2501 West Commerce street. 
, . 

PRECINCT N9. l5--Marotta 's store, Lopez ,and North Salado streets. 

PRECINCT No. l6--West End Pavillion. 

PRECINCT No. l7--Newton Building, corner Main Avenue and Salinas Street. 

PRECINC! No. lS--Jos.Sohul z's Plaoe,corner Romana and North Flores streets. 

PRECINCT No. 19--Jos. ~hr's store, 601 San Pedro Avenue. 

PRECINCT No. 20--Pavillion, San Pedro Park 

PRECINCT No. 2l--Engine House, Russell Place 

PRECINCT No. 22--Woodlawn Groaery, Woodlawn Avenue and North Flores Street. 

PRECINCT 

I PRECINCT 

I PRECINCT 

No. 23--F.1'. Rodrigu.ez's Store,c orner Jones Avenue and Provi~ nce Street. 

No. 24--Euclid Grocery, 301 I.Euclid Avenue. 

No. 26--Fire Station No.4, San Pedro Avamue and Roman s str.eet. 

PRECINCT Bo. 26--ENgine House No.2, 219 Travis street 

I PRECINCT No. 27--B.P.Lund'e Store, 432 Live Oak street. 

PRECINCT No. 28--F.L.Welter's Place, 301 Avenue D. 

PRECINCT No. 29--0tto Schimpf's Place, 812 River , Avenue 

I PRECINCT No. 30--044 Fellow's Hall, oorner Centre and North Cherry Streets 

PRECINCT No. 31--Chas. Hillert's stare, 302 Burleson Street. 

PRECINCT No. 32--Muth's G~den, 914 Grayson street. 

PRECINCT No. 33--Engine House Bo.5,carner Mason andHenderson streets. 

PRECINCT No. 34--Chaa. Klaus' Place 2202 North New Braunfels Avenue. 

PRECINCT No. 35--Jos.Wesp's P1ace~ 702 Sherman street. 

PRECINCT No. 36--J.A. Vogel's store, 501 North Monumental street. 

PRECINCT No. 37--Geo.Wilke's Store,corner Mat~orda and Wyoming Streets. 

I PRECINCT No. 38--A. Ziemonteok's Plaoe,oorner , Go11ad and Sant ~ Cl~ra streets 

PRECINCT No. 39--C.Giesebrecht's Store, Powderhouse ald Wyoming streets 

\ PRECINCT No. 40--S.Jacob ' s store, 1702 East Commerce st. 

PRECINCT No. 4l--Meyer's St ')re" . corner Delaware m d Dreiss Streets. 

PRECINCT No. 42--0tto Schmit's Store, corner Indiana and South Cherry Streets 

PRECINCT No. 43--Albert Schmidt's Place, 1030 South Presa Street. 

PRECINCT No. 44--Mlssionfield Grocery, 2816 South Pres e st. 

PRECINCT No. 45--HighlF..n.d Park Office 

PRECINCT No. 46--H.Geyer'a Place, 220 South Alamo s treet. 

PRECINCT No. 47--Engine House No.7, South ~lamo and Lavaca St~ee ts 

PRECINCT No. 48--Nayfach's store, corner Gard~n and Gembler Streets. 

PRECINCT No. 49--Engine H_ouse No. 13, South Pree a street and Hiok AV€llue. 
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SECTION FOUR: That the Kayor of this City be Lnd he is hereby authorized and 

directed to issue his pro cl ana tion 0 alling 8i special election; and tbat at such spec:iBl 

election the following proposed amendments to the Charter of the Gity of San AntoniO, 

shall, bet and the 8 ame are hereby, respectively submitted to the qualified votersof 

this City for a ~proval or rejection, to-wit: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO,TEXAS. 

To be submitted at a. specia. l election called end to b e h f' ld ,in s aid City on the 25th 

day of May ,A.D. 1917. 
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PART ONE 

PROPOSED AMENDMEN~S 

SAN .ANTONIO ern- CHARTER 

- 1917.. 

SECTIONS 1 to 8 INCLUSIVE 

!.! Reported ~ George .,g. -Gillette, City Attorney. 

That SECTION l A b e added to the charter following Section 1, and to re ad a s 

follows: 

SECTION l A. THE CHARTER IN GENERAL. The special charter granted to the City of San 

Antonio by the Legislature of Tex&s in 1903, with amendments 1ibe~eof granted by speci el acts pf 

the Legislature in 1907 and 1911 t and w.l. th other amendments thereof adopted by vote ·of the ~ 

people of s ~ id c'tty in 1914, being the same amendments ratified in 1915 by a.ct of the Legis- ... 

l s ture, together with, and as amended hy, such amendments as may be a dopted at the speci al 

election during the year 1917 at which this amendmm t is submitt ed, shLll be known as the 

"charter" of this City; &nd all provisions of the charter orgina ting from special legisla tive 

grant, exc ept in so far as amended by speci a l electio.ns, are hereby expr essly reta ined and 

embraced in the ch a rter md said t erm the "oha rter" shall also extend to include all other 

amendments of the ch a rter whenever the same shall b e made, And it is furthermore contemplat

ed and h ereby provided th~t the City of S&n Antonio shall h &ve and may exercise, all and sin

gular, the fu 11 "powers incident ot the enjoyment of local self government " ; including in ad

dition to the provisions of the charter, all other ri ghts, powers or immunities which the Cit~ 

is or may ~e authorized by law to h ave , exercise or enjoy through the action of its governing 

body; and all such ~: tters when not s p ecially embr&c ed in or ma dfJ . a part of the charter t sha.l' 

be known as the "additiona l " rights, powers or immunities of the Qity; provided however th t;. t 

the lawful provisions of the oharter shall control us to every ma tter regulated by any provis

ion of the cha rter which is manda tory in its terms or effeot; and all suoh additional rights, 

pow r.:-·rs or immunities sh a ll be oumulative of each other a nd of all provisions of the oharter; 

and provid ed further that the control and ma nagement of the public soho ols shall remain vested 

in the San Antonio Independent School Distriot the same as heretofore. 

That SECTION IB be added to the charter, ' following Seotion lA and to re ad as follow~: 

SECTION lB. CHARTER A ?UBLIC ACT. Upon the adoption &S provid ed by law of any amend 

mente of the ch arter of this City, it sha ll be the duty of the Mayor a s soon a s practio cble 

therea fter to certify to the Secret c.ry of the Sta te of Texc. s. under the 6e al of the (il i ty, an 

authentioa t ed copy of such amendments, showing the approvl thereof by. the qualified voters of 

the City, and to require the Secretary of St&te to file and record the same as provided by l a .. ; 

and also, up ')n the ad option of any such ame ndments, it shLll be th e duty of the Q1ty Clerk to 

record such amendmEnts s.t length upon the record~ of t~e City in a separa te book . to be kept ill 

his office for such purpose; and whenever any such amendmen t or em e ndmc'nts of the ch erter filii 

rfsh&ll be reoorded a s herein above provided for, it shall be de emed a public act end all . ill 

courts shall take judic. al notice of the s &.me, and no proof sh2.11 be re quired Jj)f the same. 

ft( Art.I096)o All other matters 8!ld things shall also b e done in c armection with such amend-

ments in such manne r as to conform to all ml~ndatory c onditions and re quirements of the con

i~ titution and laws of Texas governing such ma tters bnd E. pplying to the City, which are or 
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may be in eff ect &t the time of the action in question. The certific ate of the City CleE 

to , be pr inte(\ ~:t the end of all print ed oopies of the charter among other th i 11gs, sha ll 

deol ~,re and c ~,: rtify that all such matters and things have been done and perfo:rmed a.s by 

law provided. and such certif ic a te s hall be prima fhcie proof of allmatters and things' there 

in recited. 

That SECTION 2 be amended by adding thereto paragraph 2 and 3 as follows: 

Par. 2. Annextatian of Territory. Whenever a majority of the persons qualified to 

vote in general s~te elections ~d residing in any territory adjoining the City of San 

Antonio desire the annex~tion of such territory to a aid City, th~ may present to the Board 

of ComnissionErs a wr i tten petition for such annexation signe,d by them, which p etition shall 

accur&tely describe such territory und shall ha ve att&ched thereto the affidavit of one or 

more of its Signers to the effect tha t such petition bears the signatures of a ma jority of 

such qualified voters; and thereupon the Board of Commissioners at any regular sessior 
. 

thereof held not less than twenty ( 20) days after the presentation of said petition, may by 

ordinanc e 8nnex such te rri tory ' to th e City of San ';ntonio End thenceforth such terri tory 

shall be B part of s &id City, ' and such ~1.nnexed territory. L:nd the i nhabita nts hereof, shall 

b F entitled to full rights and privileges in s a id City en d" shall be governed and bound by its 

acts, charter, ordinanc es, resolutions snd regulbtions. 

Par. 3. SECTIONS. F or the purpose of estublishing convenient and definite, thougb 

arbi trary, means of reference to various parts of the six miles squa-roe of the te rri tory ' em

bri~ced within thp pr es ent or original l i mi ts of' t h e Ci ty, t he same shall be, and is hereby 

divided i nto thi ry- s ix s ections , each on e mile squar e to be formed by im&g i nar y lines para

l Ie 1 to each other and to the ci t yl imi t lines; "and beginnign i n the u pp "' r rmr 'of such 8ec -

I
tions, ~."it h the' s ection i .~ t h e ~~ orthwest cor ner of t he Ci t y, s O,i d s Lc tions s hall be numb e red 

lin each r ow succ e s i ve ly fr em r:e s t to' bLs t so "LS t o i nc lude number s from one to t hi rty-six . 

That SlC ~ j JJ 5 be amended so a s to re (;. d as follows: 

SECTION 5.~AXPAYERS ELECTIONS. In all elections in which property tax payers on ly 

~re allowed to vote under the law or this charter, only thos e persons sh all vote who are 

lawfully so qu~lified; and if the name of any person claiming the' right to vote and ot herwise 

qus lified ahell not appeB r on the l Eos t or current assessmen t rolls of the 01 ty, such person 

shall not be pe'rmitted to vote unle ss he shall mak e and present to the election officers his 

IVritt en affidavit showing that he owns some re al - est ate or interest therein, or some personal 

;>roperty of the actual 'Ys.lue of at least ' Fifty ($60.00) Doll£rs, t b-xable in this oity for the 

lurrent fisc a l year. describing such property and stating the exaot present loo a tion thereof 

n such nffids,vit, bnd the word tfsworn" sh~ ll in all c ases be written in the poll list oppos

I .. te the name of each person per mi tt ed to vot e on such affidavi t~ 
That SECTION 7, and ell p[~ ragraphs thereof, be amended os as to include Section 7, 

~nd Sections 7A to 7H inclusive, nd so ~ s to read respectively as hereinbelow set forth: 

SECTION 7. THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. The powers, duties and functi ons of the mun

cipel government of the Cit y of S&n ,Antoni 0 shall be 4i vided, in c onformi ty wi th the Oi ty 

harter, among the governing body, the ohief executive, the five dep Ertments, the corporation 

ourt, and other l awfully oonstituted offioes and agencies of the City. 

SECTION 7A. THE BO RD OF COMMISSIONERS --IN GENERAL. Thegoverning body of the City 

f San Antonio sha ll ccns ist of a Board of Commissioners, composed of a Ma.yor and four other 

a ommiss ioners, The Mayor and Conmissioners shall be elected, ~- 8 hereinafter provided, for a 

eriod of two years and shall hold offic e until their r espective successors shall h ave qual

.. fied. Said governing body shall ha ve ~nd m~y exercise all legislative powers, and a lso all 

other powers and discretions, whether governmental or corpora te, in. any manner vested in the 



unicipal corporation fnd not s pecially delegated by or ~nder the ohcrter to other officers 0 

or agencies; and said governing body shall also be known as the Commissioners of the City of 

San Antonio,or simply as the Commi8si~ners, or shall beunderstood from the use of the term 

City Council, previously current in this City. 

SECTION 7B . DEPAuTMENTS .~. !_ IN GEN ERAL. Th~ executive and administrative pow 

ers, duties and business of·- the city" except as in this charter otherwise expressly provided, 

shall be assigned &mong, and exercised through, the five several oommissi~er's depa rtments, 
• and the authorized divisions, offices, employments, and agencies of the City, as prpv1d ed in 

the oharter and any ordinanoes of the City oonsistent therewith. Said r espective commissioner's 

epartmenia, bnd the comn1ss.ione r in charge of the same, shall be, end be known, &s follows, 

o-~i t: 

Department of Publio Affairs, - The Mayor, (or Commissioner of Public Affairs); 

Department of Public Funds,. - The Commissioner of Public Funds; 

Department of Public Welf~re, --The ' Commissioner , of Publ' Welfare; 

Department of Publio Worke,--· The Commissioner of Public Works. 

Department of Public Safety,-- The Commissioner of Public Safety. 

All executive and &dministretive powers ~nd duties not otherwise distributed are 

ereby assigne d to the M~or and to the Dept&rtment o~ Public Affairs; but each of the several 

ommissioners. in addition to the powers and 4.uties r: signed t.e him by the ch~rter. sha ll 

II erform such other Bnd further duties es' mt3¥ be assigned to _him, cons istently wi th the oharte 
I 

ordinance or resol ut ion app roved by the Mayor. 

~. 2. Commissioners -- General Powers and DUties. Each commisBionPr shall have 

exercise specit: 1 chargeand supervision of his department which sht;,11 inolude a ll powers, 

luties, ,things and business apperttl ining or a ssigned, to such dep~tme nt, or any division, of

icer, employe or a geney therein, and a.ll property. real and per sonal espec i .ally used f or the 

urpoees of . such depar tmeI:lt or [.ssign ed to its jurisdiction. It shall 18 the duty ot each 

oommis sioner s cti v{:ly and impart1c lly~ to exeroise end perform, or oause to be exercised &nd 

erformed, in due and ·efficient manner, f~l powers, duties and business assigned to him, or 

to his depertm€nt or any part thereof;and in connection therewith , and conforming to the ch~ 

er and the ordinanc es and ncts of the Board of Oommissioners, he shall be authorized to make 

issue in wl~iting over his personfi l signa1nre general rules for regulating any division, 

IOffioe, m~tters, things or property inhis department, a nd speoiEl orders addressed to the 

hief of Hny B,uch division or office for regul E..tion pc.rticulbr mctters or duties appretai ning 

hereto. It shall also be his duty to require ald c ~use the due observ~nce and enforcemen t of 

I he provisions of the oharter and all ordinbIlcee and regulEtions intended to provote and protect 

fhe interests of the City entrusted to hiB .depa rtment. Each commissioner shall from time to 

ime make such recommendE,tions to the Bosrd of Commissioners in connection with his depc;;..rtment 

s he may deem to be for the welfare of the City~ 

Par. 2A. Implied Powers. The Mayor end each oommissionershall have all powers nec

ss ary or incident to s. pi'oper discharge of the funotions cssigned to h1mto him to the same 

xtent ~ though all suitable implied powers were speoifioally se~ forth herein; provided 

of said officers shall be subject alw&ys to the direction and control of the Boa.rd 

f Commissioners. 

Par. 3. Organization of Dep&rtments ~ Divisions. Each commissioner's department 

hall include all divisiona, offices. employme nts and services, whether cre~ ted by law, 
I . 
r ordinance, appertaining or assigned to suoh depa rtment: and all offices, employmente 

vices of the City shall be assigned to one of the divisions created by the oharter, or to a 

new division or divisions to be areat ed by ordinance. The chief or hefid of each such divisio 
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!ShBII have the management thereof, a nd, subject to all lawful regula tions made by or under 

the charter. shall p erfarm and exercise the powers, duties and fuetinns of his division. or 

ctiuse s c.me to be performed. under the supervision snd in conformity wi th the l s.wful orders 

of the oommissioner. Each division chief, as to all depurtment powers or discretions inc~ 

bent on the commissioner of his department, shall be in effect the chi ef deputy of such com-

Imissioner as to such division; and, unless a contra ry intent be specilf·,lly indicated in any 

provision of the ch E:rter, or expressly st c-ted in some ordinance relating to the petrtioular 

subjeot matt c'r, any and all exeoutive and administrative acts. duties and disoretions of 

any 0 c.mmissioner mt,y be performed and executed by Eind through the chief of the appropris.te 

division; and all such ects, duties or disoretions of each commissioner, t nd, unless other 

wise spe Cially provided by ordina nce, all botS. duties or discretions of any suc) 'chief, 

~hen done or exeouted in the appropr~ ete division, offic e or service by officers of the City 

duly authorized as assistants or· deputies of suoh ohief, ' shull be a s valid and authoritative 

,-s if p(:rformed by any such superior offioer in person; and all signatures to official papers 

ade &8 aforesaid, whether signed in the name and official title of the oommissioner by the 

division chief or by some authorized s:ssist nt or deputy 1n the division, or whether Signed 

in like manner in the name E-nd offi'cisl title of the division - chief, shall ha ve the same effe t. 

~.4. Divisions.-- Inoident&l Powers ~ DutleB~ The chief of each division end 

the 'head of e ach disti.nct office or service therein, and the presiding officer of a ll boards, 

subjeot to all controlling provisions, and in addition to the principal functi ons speoified 

litherefor. shall ha ve snd exeroise & 11 neoe ssary incident ~- l powers and duties wi th refer enC e 

jO the scope thereof, W1d ,among others it shall be his duty, in and for hie division, office, 

servioe or bo~rd, to require the efficient perform~ce of all duties and the observanoe of 

Idue discipline by all offioers and employes; and to prepe.re and kepp or Q(iuse to be prepbred 

t:d kept, all requisite books, ' ccounts, records or other papers; and to mUke or cause due 

I ssuance of Ell requisite reports, rolls, certifioe, tes, notioes, r eceipts, vouchers, or other 

~apers; and to aause the observance and enforeement of the oharter and all City ordin~ nc e s 

land other authorized regulations wh ~ther intended t o govern the conduct of the business of 

the division, office or service itself, or intended to govern outside ·matters the regula.tion 

16f which is comprehended in its scope · or neaes8ary to promote or ~ccomplish any of its pur

l oses; and to conduct t. ll ~ uthorized busi ness with reference to procuring necessa.ry supplies 

I 

equipment, bud to regula te the use. thereof. 

Par.~. Discipline ~ Cooper~ti on. Due discipline sha ll inolude obedience to all 

uthorized regula tionS. rules &n~ instructions, observL·nce of ordinanoes, a ttenti.on to duty, 

ourtesy to the public, good order t:.nd cooper t.tion in the public service, and due course of 

r esponsibility, orders and re ports, and such due discipline ahE~ 11 be observed and 

within and between all departments and in the enti r e publio service, and violations 

f any such reqUir ements shall constitute cause for removal of any officer or employe of the 

lty; 12rovided, thi:~t the Mayor or Board of Commissioners as to the entire publio service, or 

y c ommiss ioner a s t oo his depa rtment • . may re quire addi ti ona 1 rep or ts to b e made directly to 

hem by f ny of their subordinates in any ma tter or matters when they may deem suoh r eports to 

e for the good of the service. Whenever it ShEtll be nece s s E;ry or intend 'd the. t any' duties or 

unctions speci ally aSSigned to any dep Ertment shell be perfonned, or thAtany ordinenc e or 

eguls.tions to be enforced by euch depar tment shall be enforced. 1n &id of, or in cooper~.tion 

i th any public business under the special oh, rge or supervision of the commissi oner of a

other depa rtment, and if such ooopera tion is not being s a tisfact orily rendered, it shall be 

imperative duty of the commissioner desiring suoh cooperation to make, or a pprove, by 

ble personal signature, req tl isition In writing of such other commissioner for prop er perform-
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r nce of such duties or functions, or the enforcement of such ordincnces or regulations, &ndit 

shall thereupon become equally the imperative duty of the commissioner to whom such requisitic~ ~ 

~s addressed, immediately upon rec Eipt thereof to give in writing all necessary a nd proper in- ~ 

struotions for rendering the s ervices so required, End to cause a oompliance therewith in his 
j 

~epartment, and to s end to the requisitioning commissioner 8 signed copy of suoh instructions; 

~nd it shell be ~he duty of all subordinate officers and employes affected by such instructions 

to conform thereto diligently and in good f a ith. 

Par.6Judioa.l Disoretions. Whenever offici al discretions of judiciEl l na.ture, as distinguisi

~ed from discretions of executi ve or ministeri t 1 n&.ture, are vested in any 4asigna.ted officers 

pf the City. whether by st(ci te law Qr by or under the chHrter, or by i:...ny ci t y contr act, the 

esignated officers shall exercise such judici a l discretions in conformity with the powers 

and duties so vested . and such judicial disoretions sha ll not be subject to any exeoutive, de

~artment 8 l divisional or other contr.ol or influence; provided thr, t, exc ppt as mry be inconsis

kent with the charter, E. ll offioi8,l discretions vested in the individual oommissioners in oon

aection with the Tarious functions of the departments may be exercised by and through the chie 

pfficera of the appopriate divisions; and all offi.oi a l disoretions v <;sted in any officers in 

the severa l divisions may be exerois d either by suoh officers in person or by their sucoessors, 

pr through suoh, their respective aSSistants, d~puties or other subordinates, as m~y be auth

orized to ~ ot by or undEr the oh~ter. 

~outive of the City or c S presiding officer of the Board of Commissioners, orotherwise,--the 

~ayor shall have and exercise generhl supervi sion ~nd chief executive oversight of all depart

~ents, divisions,offioes, services, agencies,. business and aff irs of the City~ · and it shall b~ 

is duty to re cuire and enforce in ~ ll branches of the public .service of the City, i ncluding 

::.11 bo~' rda cre ated for oi t y purposes , the performnce of colI offioial duties and due conformi t 7 

~o the provisions of the ch&rter a.nd the ordina nces , .. nd resolutions of the Qity; and he sha ll 
I . . 

I ake and present to the Boa rd of Conmiss ioners all reoommend, tions which he m&y deem necessary 

to promote or protect the interes~s of the City. It sholl also be his duty to cause to be pre ~ 

pared E..nd filed all required reports concerning city affairs, t.nd to cause the ,B me to be pub- ~ 

lished -.vhen so provided. The Ma~,;' or sh t;; 11 also, a.s such executi ve, CliUB e to be duly executed 

~nd delive red to the City all deeds, contracts, bonds and other instruments, required from 

other persons in oonnection with any and a.ll business of the City; and when thereunto lawfull~ 

j IDPOWered, the Muyor, as such executive, sh hll be authorized to sign by his personal signature, 

u S Mayor, c...nd to execute in the nlime Bnd on behalf of th,e City of SL.n Ant oni 0, bnd to de Ii ver, 

pr oause to be deliver ed, all dee ds, contrL.cts, bonds, certifio e;. tea, relea.see bnd other ob

~ig&t1ons or instruments rel~ ti ng to business of the City, and when so executed may acknowledge 

~he s mne if neoessar y or proper, nd all instrume ~lts so authori zed and executed·, bnd bering the 

se a l of the City and the attestation of the City erk, shall be fully binding on the City of 

~an AntoniO; provided however, thbt should the M~yor refus e to sign any suoh instrument, the 

ieme, if lawful C=.nd authori ;~ ed,m8y b (; m·de equally effeotive without his signa ture. upon being 

Signed by the personal signature of any thre e of the other-Commissioners, and otherwise execut

,d as aforesaid.; and, provided further, tha t the foregoing shall not' be a limitction on the 

.powers of any other officer or agent of th city who by any provision of the oharter, or by 

lany express provision of any ordinance consistent therewith, is required or authorized to re-

I

r eive, approTe or exeoute any instrument, but such officer or agent shall reoeive, approve or 

r xecute the Si..me a nd c on duct the business rel e.ting there to in confromity with his powers and 

~uties, provided further that when specia lly so authorized by ordinance, as in case of bond 

~oupons, the ( utograph signa ture of the M a Yor, or ~ny other officer of the city, may be 
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printed or lithographed on any inetrume ntsto be issued b~ the City. 

SECTIJN 7D. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC _~FAIRS. Par. 1. In general. 

The Kayor, ~ s commissioner, shall h~ ve specia l ch~rge and supervision of the Department . 

of Public Affairs, which department shall include, among other parts of the public service 

and affairs, f our divisions and officers of the Gity at the head thereof, a s follows, 

~ o-wit: 
-.. '" , 

CIty Clerks Division, CIty Clerk: 

Law Division, 
. 

eity Attorney; ------~---

Auditing Division ------ City Auditor; 

Purchasing Division, --- City 'Purohcsing Agent. 

Eaoh of sbid divisions shall comprehend its division chief and all officers and @~ploye s 

therein, and all powers, duties and funotions prescribed for them or any of them. 

P&r. 2. 'Corpor&tion Court, Civ!l Ser vice Board,~. For the purposes of depart

mental sanction of expenditures, accounts, vouchers, and other matters, the Corpor&tion Cour 

and the Civil Service -Bosrd, and all otber city bO Lrds excep~ng the Board of Health and 

IAuditorium Board, shall constitute divisions in the DepLrtme nt of Public ~ffairs; but other

~I lse s8id court and boards shall be subject only to the general supervision and executive 

oversight of the Mayor, i:. nd the powers of the Board of Commissioners, which shall never be 

exeroised in a manner inconsistent with the special provisions of l aw or chbrter regulating 

said court and board8~ 

SECTION 7E. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS. -Par. 1. In General. 

j he Commissioner of Public Funds sh~ll h~ve speci al charge and supervision of the Department 

of Public !lunds, including the Dssesement and collection of all taxes and the collection of 

I 

11 revenues, dues and other moneys ass essed, levied or otherwise due or beooming due or 

ayable to the City, and the return and acoounting thereof; and it shall be his duty f t;dth

ully to collect and receipt for a 11 such sums, and the same, wh en so oollected, well and 

~ curely to keep, account for, and deposit daily in the authorized city depository or de

osit~ries; and to draw treasurer's checks on such city dep ositories when so required and 

uthorized; and it shall also be his duty to receive and- receipt for, and well and securely 

10 menage and keep, &11 b"onds, securities, assessment certificcte.s and other instrume nts 

wned or held by the C1 ty, and speci ,.lly evidenc'ing any liquid,. ted indebtedness of any char

oter due or payable to the City or purchased and held far the benefity of its sinking funds; 

d the pr1ncipal, inter Ast, and other incidents of such securities to collect, receive 

pply and acoount for &ccording to the ownership of such s ecurities; all as lawfully pres-

ribed for such matters. Said dep~ rtment shal~ include three divisions and officers of the 

olity at the head thereof, a s f ollows, to-wita 

I 

ASs essment Division,-- City ss essor; 
Collection Dlvislon,-- City Collector; 
Treasury Division, --- City Treasurer; 

sch of said di visi ons shall, genert:.lly speaking, include the functions indicat ed by its 

and ma tters rel r. ting thereto; provided however, that authorized city depositories shall 

re the custodicns of public moneys deposited therein as in the chbrter provided. S&id Com-

issioner shall also have special supervision of c 11 business in a ny and all departments, 

ivisions and branches of the public service, in so ~ar as the same relB.tea to the collect

on or return of mon8Ys of th e City, or the rec eipting or accounting ther efor by any officers 

r employes collecting, receiving or returning the same; 8.n d s aid commissioner shall eXt'mine, 

caus e:> to be examined, e t Ie , st qua rterly <- 11 records 6nd LCC Ounts kept by the City Auditor, 
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relati~g to funds and acc ounts of th p City and the moneys of the City received and disbursed; 

end in oonneotion with the quarterly reports of the City Auditor, said commissioner shall 

make written reports to the Board of Commissioners as to the condition of E:.ll funds and mon

ies, hnd all records and accounts of the City concerning the same; and such reports shall 

have speoial reference to the budget and the various sources of inc ome, and the amounts re

ceived or expected therefrom, and the purpose for which the same will be ava ilable, as well 

as to matters of accountirig. The Commissioner of Public Funds, before entering upon the duties 

of his office, shall make, execute and deliver to the City, und oause to be approved by the 

~oard of Commissioners, a good and sufficient official bond in a sum not less than One Hun

dred Thousand ($100,000.00) Dollars; and said City Colleotor and City Treasurer shall in like 

~anner each give and have approved officiul bonds in a sum not less than Fifty Thous and 

( $50,000.00) Dollars; provided, that notwithstanding anything elsewhere in this charter con

tained, said commissioner shall have thirty (30) days following his ele-ction, wi thin which to 

~ualify and give such offici al bond. 

Par.2. Assessment Division. The Assessment Division shall oomprehend all city bus-

~ness relating to the s.ssessmen t of ~ valorem taxes a.~d v' luations of property therefor, ex- ... 

bepting the functions of the Board of Equ&li zation, and shall comprehend the keeping of the 

Lecords of proc.eedings and deci sions of said Board of Equali ze tion; e nd the making of all ass-

essment rolls, tax rolls, tax abstracts, records e nd certificates with reference to said mat

ters and the preper at ion of t ax recei pts, 

Par.3. Collec~ion Division. The Collection Division shall comprehend all city bus

iness relating to the colleotion a nd receipt on behalf of the City, of all ~ valor em taxes, 

occupLtion taxes, lic ense fees and speci a l ass essments, and any 8nd all other fees. rentals, 

dues or other moneys of any cha~cte r payable to the City, and not authorized by ordinance to 

~e collected qy officers in other departments; and shall also oomprehend the collection and 

receipt from all such officers in other departments of a ll feee, rentals, dues or other mon

eys in any manner rec p. ived by them on behalf of the City; bnd it ShE·ll be the speci s l duty 

of the City Coll r ctor well and securely to ke r- p all such city moneys and all unpaid t ax re-

ceipts and unissued receipt forms of all kinds received or held by s aid diviSion, together 

Nith a l l unpc id assessment certifica tes and other instruments evidencing liquidat ed indebt

edness payable to the City for its own use, or required to be collected by the City for the 

use of other persons, other than bonds or securities held in connection wi th the vlirious sink-

ing funds; and well and truly to keep end account for a ll such moneys, receipts, forms, ce r -

tificates and other instrume nt s. 

PAr. 4. Tre asury Division. The Tre asury Division shall comprehend the drawing, 

~hen authorized, of all treasurer's checks on the city depOSitories; and the prepEr ation of 

auditor's vouchers for the paymen t of the principal and inter est as same beoomes pay~ble on 

the bonded indebtedness of the City; and all matters rerbt i ng to the issuance of paychecks to 

officers and employes for their salaries or ~ages; and the payment in cash of wage s due from 

the City when authorized t o be s o pa id; and the examination of the records and bCC OuntS of thE 

City auditor end the preparat ion for the Commissioner of Public Funds of qu&rterly r eports to 

i ~ e mcde to the Board of Commissioners with reference t o the condition of funds, moneys, records 

and accounts; and the s ~ fekeeping of all bonds and securities held by the Glty for the benefit 

I f sinking funds. illl bUSiness of the Treasury Division shall be executed inclose touch wi th 

~he office, bo oks, accounts and other records bnd functions of the ":'ludittng Division, so as 

~o ovoid error and unnec essary duplication of acc ounts sn~ records; b ut the City Tre~ surer 

~hall keep such other acc ounts & S m&y be necess a ry or required, in addition to the records of 
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the Auditing Division, to supp1r a full record of all business of the Treasury Division. 

The Treasury Division shall also comprehend the perfor.m~nce of &11 duties inposed on the 

City ~re frsurer by law, or by the charte r or ordinances. subject to all r egulations prescrib

ed therefor; provided however the provisions of the charter shall control as to deposits and 

oustody of public moneys. 

SECTI on "F. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELF ARE . Par. 1. In General. 

The Commissioner of Public Welf ~re shall have speci &l charge and supervision of the Depart

ment of Public 'elfsre, including all city business and regulvtions int ended t o promote the 

public he&lth. or relating to the ameliora tion of the sick , indigent or helpless, or any 

matter of humane oognizance; and including the control of public parks, mar kets , water u ourse~. 

cemeteries, and the sewer f brm, cnd a ll 'Jther public grounds, not under the speci &l ch<..:. rge 

I 

of any other oommissioner. and ~ ll things in or rel ~ t i.,ng to al l such pu'bl ic gr ounds; and 1n

I cluding e.ll functions of the City in the matter of oi ty cleaning. It sh~ ll be the duty of 

said commissioner to exercise ~ ll of his powers for the promotion and protection of the pub-

i lio heal th, Lnd to me. inte in, improve and protect all suoh parks and public g~ounds, and to 

Cbuse all work of cit.y cleaning to be we l l and efficiently perfo rmed, Said depbrtment shell 

include three divisions, and officers [,t the head t hereof, as follows, to-wit: 

Health Division,-- City Health Officer; 
Parks Division,--' Superintendent of Parks; 
CitY _Cleaning Division, Superintendent of City; 

. .. 

And all functions and duties of said Department of Public Welfare, in so far as the Bame may 

conoern the public he clth, shall be performed with due regc.rd to the authority of the City 

Heal th Officer end the b..dvice of the Boar q. of Health, and, when so l awfully provided by or

dinance, in conformity with auth orized orders m~ de by the Bo~rd of Hea lth and entered in its 

minutes. 

~. ~. Health Division. The He&lth Division shall comprehend generally all m~ t

ters r elating to regul&tion, eXc..minhtion &nd inspection, for he alth purposes, of pr emises, 

commodities. conduct, persons, anim&ls or c onditions. e nd all things rel£ting thereto; and 

Ithe mana gement and control of public markets, and of all public hospita ls, dispens firies, or 

other institutions conducted or provisions made by the City, for the r elief of the sick, in

Idigent or helpless, or for bny humane purpose; end the _supervis ion, fiS may be provided by 

ordinance, of £11 such like ins t itut j ons, business or enterprises conducted in this City, by 

any other person; Bnd the conduct of all business betw~en the County and c~ty, or otherwise, 

IrelLting to the control, maintenance, Ohre and manc.gement of the Robert B,Green Memori to l 

Hospit al; and supervisionof the wLter supply as rel s ted t o health, and of the installation 

end use of plumbing, and of the use of sewers, t-.nd of the buribl of the de ad, and of the pre-

ven ti 0. , abatemen t and removal of all nuiss nc ee and other mLtter s inimio al to the public 

• health; end supervision of the enforcement of all oity regulations r elating to £ny of s aid 

Imatters. thoush the s ame may be partly comprehended in any other division of s fi id dep >. rtmen'q 

an d s e-id health di visi on shall Bls 0 comprehend EJ 11 other duties required of the Ci ty Heal t h 

Offioer by st&t e l &w or by ordinance. Sa id division shall hava a Clerk, whose duty it shall 

be, under the direction of the City Health Officer, t o require &nd keep all vit alst&tiatios 

Ifor this aity, and to fiat ~ offiaio es olerk t o the Board of Health, and to perform other 

I

Olerical duti es. The office of Plumbing Inspector sha ll be a di s tinct office in &nd under 

the He£lth Division, bnd shall include the superintendence of house connection to s anitary 

sewers. 

P&r. 3 • .Board of Heal th, end Audi torium Board. ~ll business, s ots, vouch ers and -- - ~ -
pLpers of the Bo ~.rd of Health r equi r ing dl visiongl or departmen t c l sanction or action by the 

Board of CommisSi one rs, shell be 8rranged through the He alth Division an d the Department of 
p 
ubllc 
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rwelfare, and all similar matters rel Eting to the Auditorium Bos.rd shall be arranged through 

the Parks Division and the Dep&rt~ent of Publio , WelfElre; but otherwise all mB.tter~ concerning 

the Board of Health and Auditorium Board shall be governed by the speoial provisions of law 0] 

charte r applicable to sai d boards • . 

~ . .!. Parks Division. The Perks Division sh all comprehend ·the oontrol, maintenanoE, 

imprOVement snd protection of all parks. camet.aries, parked spaces in streets, plazas or grou

~ds, . play-grounds and plE &sure grounds of the CIty. and a.ll institutions,~ improvements and 

buildings therein, and of the City Zoo and all things pertaining thereto; and the parking and 

pare of the IDB.rgin.s and banks of the S&n Aptonio River a?d t:: ll other w&ter-courses and irrigating 

or drainbge ditches in this City. 

I" Par. 5. City Cleaning , Divisi on • . The City Cleaning Division shall oomprehend all 

Functions performed by the City in street ole~ning, street Sprinkling o~ flushing of sewers, 

~arbt: ge oollection a nd disposal. and the remov&l and disposal of dead animals 8t;ld other waste 

~nd offensive SUbst ances. 

SECTION 7G. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. Par. 1 • .Ill Gen eral. - - .. 
~he Commissioner of Public Works shall h~ve speci al oh&rge and supervision of the Department ~ 

pf Publio Works, including the prep8r~tion for and the oonstruction, ereotion and execution 

Pf, all rnEnner of publio impr ovements, maintenance, or rep~irs authorized by the Board of Com

pissioners to be m&de in, upon orunder any street or other land or premises owned, controlled 
I · . 
pr us ed for any public purposes by the City, whether suoh work be executed under contract or 

-
py the City, ~ nd also &11 a lterations snd simil~ r work though on private premises if executed 

py the City, together with all business oonneoted with all suoh public work of bny ohbrseter; 

~rovided, thbt the Commissioners msy by ordinance direct thL t any speoified. improvemen t or 
-

~ep air oosting less than One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars. complete, shall b e exeouted wholly 

pr in pr::rt under the supervision or direction of the commissioner of the depc rtment otherwise 

fL ving by the Oh E rte r charge or 0 ont ro I of the I t: nd or premis eS on wh ~Ch such improvement or 

epair is mede. The Commissioner of Public Works sh e ll also have speciHI chhrge t.. nd supervi6io~ 

f the public streets except ~ s to eny m&tters concerning the same, or the conditions thereof ,. 
assigned to some other department and of all city business rela ting to engine eri~ and surveying, ~ 

and of the 'wct er supply as related to the cons truotion, mainten ance c .. nd repair of all work a.nd 

things oontributing thereto, and of ell mf;.tter.s mentioned below in oonnection with the several 

~ivisionB. Said department sh ull include five divisions, and officers of the City at the head 

thereof, b S follows, - to-wit: . 

Engineering Division, 
Surveying Division, ---
Paving Division, ------
Sewer Division, -- - ----
Sidewalk Division, -----

City Engineer; 
Aasist&nt City ingineer; 
Superintendent of Paving; 
Superintendent of Sewers; 
Superintendent of Sidewalks. 

~. !. Engineering DiviSion. The Engineering Divisi on shall comprehend the gener81 

)1anagement of a.ll bUSiness, powprs bnd duti es of SE.. id department; and -the City Engineer, aot

ing subject to the departme~t al supervision of the Commissioner of Public Works, shall have 

and exercis e , in addition to suoh duties s are or maY be presoribed for the office of the 

City Engineer, B. g E!ner HI cont rol OVer the perform&noe of all fUnctions and dl..L ties of the sev

eral divisions, officers and employes in .. said entire department. 

f.!!. 3. Surveying Di visi on.. The Surveying Division shbl 'l ' oomprehend s.ll ci ty bus

~ness in the nEture of surve;)' i ng a nd the establishment of monuments, lines e nd gr c: des, in gen

eral, or in connection with streets, wEteroourses or sidewelks, or in conne~tion with improve

~ents construoted or to be oonstruoted on private property, or in connection with public im

provements, or rep airs when so directed by the Commissioner or City Engineer; end said division 
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shall also oompr ehend the drafting of m(~ ps, plans, elevs ti ons, secti ons an d profiles for any 

and all suoh m~· tters t t:nd for a 11 oth er matt e rs in S ~ id dep!trtment exoept a.s maY' be otherwis 

provided by ordin 'no e . The ' chief of s ei d di vi sion shc.. ll be chhrged wi th the duty to prose

aute theVlork of compiling the oity pl an, and to oause the enforoement of all oity re gula tion 

fo.rbidding obstruotions of, or enoroachments on the streets, public plaoes or public grounds 

and the San Antonio River and other watercourses and ditohes, The Assistant City Engineer 

shLll be authori~ed to act for the Cit,y ~ngineer in all matters when the City Engineer mBy 

beaDsent or disqualified. 

~. !. Paving Diyision. The Paving Division shall uom'prehend all matters relB.t-

ing to the construction, maiI1tent:-nce, protection ~ nd repair of ell paving and curbing, and 

work inoidental thereto, in e.ll publio stref:ts and publio places, including bridges, oulvert 

oross walks and similer matters, Lnd all me.c umd~'IOor gravel pevements therein, and all open

ings to be· made in any and all such paving or ourbing, and the granting of permits therefor; 

!and the super:v.ision of all stree t railw&y ra.ilroad, water, gas, sewer, eleotrical and other 
I 

publio utility oonstruction in, over or under any and all streets and public plaoes, and the 

inspection, records ~.nd reports on all SUCh work [snd matters, all in so f &.r as the same ef-

feet the streets or the condi ti on there of, The ohief of SLid eli vision ahall be charged wit 

the duty to cause the endorsement of all city regulations ooncerning any and all such mLtters, 

Pur. j. Sewer Division. The Sewer Division Bh~:ll comprehend all matters relating 

to the construction, maintenance, protect~on and repair of all public senitary sewers, and 

public storm Sewers and cover ed drains; Or relating to the manner of constructing, maint t.. in-

ing and connecting private sewers; or rel~ting to the outfall sewers and pumping plants and 

lifts constituting s. part of the sewer sys:tem of the city; e nd the control over all m~- tters 

and oonditions caloulat ed to damage or render less effective s a id sewer systems or dr ' ins, 

&nd the inspeotion, records and reports of L.ll such work end m<.:tters. The chief of said div

ision sht ll be ohbrged with the duty to cause the enforoement of 811 city regul a tionsoonoern

ing any and all suoh matters. 

Par. 6. Sidewalk Division. The Sidewalk Division shall comprehend all matters re-- -- : 

ating to the construction , maintenance and repairs of all sidewelk, dri vew l::.Ys and Similar 

construoted, or order ed to be oonstruoted, by owners of ~butting property, in public 

streets or publio plaoes. The oh~ef of said division shall be oh~ rge d with the duty to cause 

the enforcem~nt of all city regulations concerning any and all such matters. 

Par. 1. Division Chiefs in ~ Department of Public Works. The £saiatant Engineer 

nd Superintendent of Paving shall be competent and experie. oed oivil engineers; and if at 

ny time the offi ce of Superintendent of SeW f-> rs or Superintendent of Siclewe::. lks be held by any 

erson who is not a civil engineer of competence an4 experienoe, then &11 duties of such of

ic es requiring engineering skill or discretion shall be performed by som~ other member of th 

epartment qu&lified as afores~dd, who shall be a ssigned to suoh duties by the Commissioner 

br City Engineer, The Superintendent of Pavihg shall also be, and may be otherwise known bS, 

I ~he Second Assist&nt City . Engineer; and the Superintendent of Sewers and Superintendent of 

Sidewelks, 1f qualified engineers and if designt ted by the Board of Commissioners a.s such, 

~hall be assistLnts to the City Engineer; am in such event the Superintendent ·of Sewers shal 

I 
e, and m~y be otherwise known as, the Third Assistant ' City Engineer, and the Superintendent 

f Sidewalks, f ' S the Fourth ASSistant City Engineer; but the term AssistE.nt City Engineer, as 

sed in the, ohE..rter, shall be t cken to me an the chief of the Surveying Division; and whenever 

he pars onal signature or aot of the Cit y Engineer is expre sely required in c :innection wi th 

ny business, such Assistant Engineer, in the absence or disqualification of the City Enginee 

hall alone beauthorized to aot or affix such signature in the n~e and pl&ce of the City 
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Engineer, UAless other speoial authority shall be granted by ordinance to some other £ssistan 

in said department. 

Par.~. Public Work - Contraots and Vouchers. All oontracts for publio work to be pe 

formed under the departmental supervision of the Commissioner of Publio Works, exoept as may 

lotherwise by ordint!nce or authorized contr&ct' l awfully and expressly pr ovided, sh~ll be ex

eouted subjeot to the control, direction and 8pproval of the City Engineer. It shall be the 

duty of the City Engineer, before any oontraot for such public work shall be executed by the 

ayor, to cause to be ~tached thereto all specifications, plans, profiles and other drawings 

'therefor and to certify on auchcontract that such contract and speoifications, and drawings i~ 
any, are approved by him; provided-, tht· t th'e requirements of the oharter shall never prevent 

any changes in such contracts, speoificbtions or drawings, or any o'rder for extra work, main

tenanoe or repairs in ccnneotion with such contract, or any adjustments or correctinns in 80 

ar as the Bame or any of the same may be consistent with the contract rights of the City, an 

in so far as they may have been or may be lswfu11y authorized by ordinance. Before any sum 

sha ll be paid by the City on a ccount of such work, or be established &s paye.bl e thereon, ap-

ropriate estimat es, orders, certific ~ tes, pay rolls or other engineering vouchers showing 

he nature and 81l0unt of sucSh payments to be made by the City whether on &ccount of any c on

r act or &ny work done by the City, shall be prep~red under the direction of the Cit.f En6inee 

being certified as b e ing true a Id correot by the appropria te division chief, sha ll, if 

ound eorrect, be Bpprovtsi by the personal signLture of the City Enginee r, or in his absence 

or disability by his authorized assistant; and each such voucher shall be subject to count er 

ignature by the commissioner and all other requireme 1.1ts and provisions prescribed for dis-

~urs ement vouchers in general. 

f!£.1. Chief Clerk of Department ~ Zublic Worke. The Chief Clerk of the Depbrtment 

of Publio Works sht1.l1 be &.n o'fficer of the C1 ty, and sha.ll have irmnedi&.te chbrge bnd custody, 

i nd be respons ib Ie for the s afekeeping. of a 11 &rohi ves. reoords and -papers of the dep ec rtment, 

or sppertaining thereto, including &11 maps, plats, pl ans and other drawings and prints, bnd 11 

records bnd a rohives of the City Engineer's office; and including 811 original proposals, con 

tracts, specifications or other papers in the temporary possession of the dep~rtment; and 

Bid Chief Clerk shall be a member of the Engineering Division, and perform his duties under 

he direction of the City Enginee r, and, with the writt en a ppr oval of the City Engineer, sh&1 

e authorized to certify a s true and correot oopies of any of s e id archives, ple ts, maps, re

co~ds or other papers, belonging in s aid department; provided, tha t the City Clerk shall be 

the authorized permanent custodian of original contr&cts, with pvpers thereto etteched, a nd 0 

originsl proposals, and other origina l pupers relating to work executed under city c ontracts. 

SECTION 'H. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC S~~ETY. Par. 1. In General. - - -~--.;;;.",;;;;;-

The Co~issioner of Public Safety shall have special oharge and supervi s ion of th e Department 

of Publio Safety, including the entire police force and all firemen and all officers engaged . 
in regul~ting buildings, premises and electrical arrangements with reference to the safety 

thereof. It sh~ ll be his duty to cause ' the suppression of orime, the apprehenSion of crim

inals, the preservation of peaoe and good order, and the enforcement of all penal o'rdinances 

and police regula tions, 6Ild to ot--use the exercise of all l tLwful wt..ys and means for the pre

vention, extinguishment or control of fires, Dnd to oause the enforcement of the ordinanoes 

and regulat ions for prot ecti ng and making s afe all buildings, structures, premis es &nd el-
I 

eotrioal arrangements. He shall have speoi al chErge and supervision of the Central Police hnd 

Fire Station, all fire houses and police sub-stations, the city jail and the oity pounds, s.nd 

of metters relLting to lighting the City and the wbter supply as related to fire protection, 

Said department eh~ll include three divisions, and officers of the City at the he ad thereof, 
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as follows, to-wit: 

Police Division, --

Fire Division, --

Building Regulations 
Di vi sion, 

Chief of 201ice (or City Marshall); 

Chief of Fire Division; -

(City Building Inspeotor, 
(Citt Electrician, 
( Cit Y Marshal. 
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~. ~. Police Division. The Police Division shall comprehend the police farce of 

the City, including the Chief, inspectors, captains, sergeants, patrolmen, mounted officers, 

motor-cycle officers, detectives, extra men for supplying vacancies, and all other officers 

of said force, and also all employes in said division, ,all in such number as may be author

ized by ordinance; and shall comprehend the regulation of oity lighting, and the control of 

all buildings, offices and rooms used by said division, ~nuluding the city jal1 and the cl ty 

pounds; and, wholly subjet to all regulatlons Jrescrlbed by law or by or under the charter, 

and likewise subject to all orders of the Commissioner of Public Safety consistent therewith, 

said division, and all parts and subdiyisions thereof, shall be managed and controlled by the 

Chief of Police, or in his absence by :the captains or other officers authorized by ordinance 

to act in his place; and it shall be his and their duty to suppress crime, apprehend crim-

inals and preserve the peace and good order of the City, and to cause and direct the im-

partial enforcement of all ordinances and police regulations of the City the violations of 

which are or _may be punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both; and to give special atten

Ition to the matter of regulat ing ~treet tr~flc; and to cause to be executed all lawful pro-

I
Visions relating to taking up .and disposing of horses, ca ttle, dogs and other animals; and to 

r ause to be reported all shortcomings in the arrangements made for lighting the 0ity; and to 

observe and enforce the due discipline and the efftcient and impartial perf ormance of all 

r uties of said division and the several officers and employes therein; provided, that the 

Board of Commissioners may, in its discretion, authorize by ordinance the appointment of any 

specified officer or office;rs of the City in sny other depar tment or division as special pol

I~ ce authorized to exercise all police powers requisite for the enforcement or carrying out of 

f
rdinances made for the regulation of mat\ers by 'this charter placed under the charge of such 

ther department of division; and, provided further, that the power to appoint special pol-

ce now vested in the Mayor by the provisions of Section 25 of the charter, shall be exer

~ised only in the following cases; (a) When he shall deem and decl are a public emergency to 

9xist for which the regular po~ice force is considered inadequate; but no such appointment 

~hall be made to continue longer than sixty (60) days. and all such apPointess shall be 8e1-

~cted as provided in the civil service regulations; (b ) for the a ppointment of officers of 

~he City as special police for t he purposes ment ioned in the above proviso wi th reference to 

)f1 i cers in other departments; and (c) on the request of any empl,pyer of eny per son acting as 

,~ight-watchman, guard, or similar ~apaci ty, such empl9ye may be appointed as a speoial police

nan; and all c OOlmiss ions hereafter issued by the M~or for such appointments shall specify 

the purpose and period for which they are issued, and shall in no case continue in effect 

longer than two years from and after the date of s)lch c ommiss ion; and all commissions so is

sued shall have the seal of the City and the attestation of the Qity Clerk, and he shall keep 

a full record of the same; and all such commissions now outs t anding sm.ll become void and of 

iho effect six months after the ado,ption of this section of the charter; and any or all appoint

Plents and commiss i ons of special policemen shall be at all times subject to revocation by or-

aer of the Mayor or Board of Commissioners. 
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Par. 3. F ire Division. The Fire Division ~all comprehend all firemen of the City. 

including the Chief, all assistants. captain •• and all other officers and employes of the Cit" fill 

in said division, all in such number as may be authorized by ordinance; md shall comprehend .. 

the control of all buildings. rooms, vehicles, maohinery, animals. applianoes, property and 

equipment used by said division and all measures for regulating the water supply sndpressure 

for fire protection; and shall oamprehend salvage work and temporary oontrol of property 

damaged or endangered by fire. and the enforoement of measures to protect or restrain the pub~ 

lic duri ng fi res or to provide against dangerous condi tiona produced thereby, and measures 

with reference to fire esoapee, and provisions for public safety in places where public gath

erings are held, and other similar matters; and subject to all regulations prescribed by law 

or "by or under the charter, and likewise Sllbject to all orders of the Commissioner of Public 

Safety consistent therewith, said division and all parts and subdivisions thereof, shall be 

managed and controlled by the Chief of the FIre Division, or- in his absenoe by his assistants 

or other authorized offioers of said division, and it shall be his and their duty to observe 

and enforoe due discipline and the efficient performance of all duties of said division, and 

of each officer and employe therein. and to cause the enforcement of all ordinances and nec

essary regulations providing for the safety of persons or property in connection wi th the ex

tinguishment and control of ' fires, or otherwise pertaining to the functions of said division 

~. 4. Buildin~ Regulations Division. The Building negulations Division ahall com

prehend the offices of t he City Building Inspector, Oi ty ElectriCian. and City Fire Marshal. 

each of whan shall have such p'owers end perform Bleh duties as are prescribed for him by statE 

law, charter, ordinance or otherwise. Each of said offioers shall have a distinct offiee, in

dependent of cont rol by the other, bei ng grouped in one di. v isi on for convenienoe, but each 

shall perform his duties in cooperation wi th the others and in cooperation with the Chief of 

the Fire Divisicn and under the departmental supervision of the Commissioner of Public Safetyt 

The bui Iding inspecto r shall be charged with the duty of inspect lng, investigating and regu

lating the construction of all buildings and other structures 8B provided in the building COdE 

and o the r ordinanceS of the C1 ty intended to require safe construction or othe rwise governing 

such matters. The City Electrician shall be charged with the duty of inspecting, investlgatin@, 

and regulating all electrical construction or matters, and smll also have cherge of the fire 

alarm system. ~\he City Fire Marshal shall be charged wi th the duty of making inspections of 

premises am enforcing regulations with ~eference to the prevention of fires, together with 

the duty, in conneotl.on with other officers of the City, of making investigations as to the 

causes of fires and the means of preventing fires; all of which duties shall be performed by 

said officers in accordance wi th th e ordinanc es and regulat ions provi ded therefor. In addi tion 

to the other duties, the City Building Inspector shall also report and certify to the Commiss

ioner of Public Funds from time to time as may be reqUired, the cost of all buildings and im

provements to any realty, exceeding One Hundred '$100.00) Dollars in amount, which shall be 

constructed in the City; and shall also, wh€ll so required, estimate and report to said commiss

ioner the full value of any improvements to the real ty as the saII2 may then exist, regardless 

of when same were constructed. The City Electrician shall also perform Slch duties as may be 

required in oonnection wi th lighting the City, or in connection wi th matters in any department /liliiii 

requiring expert electrical knowledge. The Building Inspector and City Electrician shall also, .. 

r hen so required, make estimates,specifications end plans, and perform otherduties with ref-

,erence to public work or public property in a ny department. Each of sal d three officers shall 

certify for his office all matters relating thereto in the same manner as a division chief. 
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That the city charter be amended by adding thereto SECTION 7I to read as follows: 

SECTION 7 I. JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS.-- All judicial powers and discretions which the 

corporation or governing body of this City is now or mSi' be hereafter authorized to exercise , 

I shall b e exerci B ed lu the Bo.ard of C ommi ss ioner s ,or by 0 r through eo me off ic er or off i c ers 

of the City, thereunto lawfully authorized. And far criminal matters the Corporation Court 

shall have and exercise such jurisdiction and authori ty as are, or may be hereafter, gra.nted 

by law or the charter (Sections .34,78,lOO etc. , and Arts . 903 to 922, Revised Civil statutes 

of Texas ,1911). Said oourt sh8ll be presided 0 ver by a. judge to be known as the Reoorder or 

as the judge of the Corporation Court, The judge of said court shall be elected by the 

I 
~oard of CommisSioners, and "in hie absence or disability the court shall be held by the May-

or pro "ampore", or in such event the Board of Commissioners shall have power to .elect one rf the Commissioners 0.£ the City for Blch duties or occasion, and he shall preside over said 

oourt and bave all the powers and jurisdiction of the Recorder. The Clerk of said court shall 
I 

I
be elected by the Board of Commis si oners at 1b e s em e time when the Recorder is ele cted. Pro-

I eedings in said court shall be commenced qy complaint, and all such complaints may be sworn 

'f o before the Reoorder, Judge or Clerk of said court, the Citl' Clerk, or the City Attorney or · 

his assistants, all Qf whom far that purpose shall be authorized to administer oaths. Said 

I ourt shell have no terms, but sessions of said court shall be held dally. except on Sundays 

. l nd legal ho Ii d~s; and said co urt a nd the Judge a nd Cl~ k there of sh all ha ve. exerci se and 

~onfcrm to. such po.wers, jurisdiction, tenure. duties, rules of pleading, practice and pro.ced

ke and cause to. be kept such records, all as now or here after for them reepecti vely provide, 
II 

)y law, or by the ci ty charter. cr by any ordinanoe consistent with law and charter. The 

Uudge of the Corporati on Court slBIl have power, by and with the authority of the Mayor. and 

~Ubject to regulation by ordinsnoe, to suspend any sentence or punishment, and to release 

~rom present custody any offender, on such terms and conditione ss he may deem beet to serve 

f he intereets of the City and the public purpoees to be accompliShed, and may thereafter caus, 

fJIly sentence imposed and 80 suspended to be executed upon conviction of such offender in said 

F0m-t' for any other offense, or whenever it may appear that the defendent is not comply ing 

r;ith Stlch terms and condi tiona. And the Corporation Court shall also have such further power. 

Fd jurisdiction with reference to the investigation and adjudication of penalties and for

~eitures arising upon violations of city ordinances and regul~tion8 ' as may be conferred on 

said c curt by any lawful ordinano e not inconsistent wi th the express provis ions of the chartel. 

And the officers of asid court shall 'perform such other duties as may be lawfully required of 

~hem by my ordinance. In case the state laws applicable to thi s ci ty, providing for such 

~unicipal courts, shall be at any time inconsistent with the foregOing charter prOviSions, 

then all matters relating to such municipal oourts shall be regulated by the act or acts of 
I '. 
~he legisleture except in so far as the foregoing provisions may starn oonsistently wi th such 

~aws. 

~Ihat the city charter be amended lu adding thereto SECTION 7J to read. as follows: 

SECTION 7J. BOARD OF HEAmH. The Board of Commissioners shall from time to time, 

r n nominat ions made and seconded by any of the corrmissi one rs t app oint the requisite number of 

qualified persons to constitute and maintain a Board of Health for this CiW of not fewer 

~han seven numbers, of which Board of Mayor, CommiSSioner of Public Welfare and City Health 

pfficer emIl be ex officio full members. All member~ so appointed shall be praoticing phy

~icians or snrgeons of not les8 than five years experience in actual practice and not less 

"han two ye ara re 8i dence in this city. The members 0 f the Board of Health shall select a 

presiden t of Baid board, and l18y app oint committees for t he investigation of any matter in 
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oonnection wi th it s d ut ieB. A majori ty of the members of said board shall 0 onsti tute a quorum ~ 

WithOllt prejudioe to the principal official posi t ions of the ex offici 0 members, all members 

of the Board of Health shall be officers- of the C1V to be controlled by the provisioIl3 of 

section 11 of the charter in the s~me manner as members of the Board of COIIlllissioners. The 

Board of Hea l:th sha 11 meet in regular session at least twice each mon th, ald special meetings 

may be celled on notice issued by any three members, or otherwise as the rules of the Board 

may provide. The appainti'Ye mermera of the beard shall reoeive such oompensation as may be 

I provi d8d by ordinan ceo The boer d aha 11 not be long to tmy depar tmen t or be Bub jeot to tmy de

partmental supernai an; but i te members shall ,hold their positions on the same tenure as the 

members of the Board of Commissioners and ahall be subject to removal or suspension in like 

manner by the Board of aomniasioners .. It shall be the duty of said board to take careful cog

nizance of all matters and oondi tions endangering, or threatening to prejudioe, the public 

health, and t .o advise 'the offioers of the Department of Public Welfare, or the Board of Comm-.. 
issioners, concerning same, and the ways and means of cOITeoting any suoh matters or condi ti<:ns 

and to advise them concerning matters relating to all hosiptal or dispensary service, and 

medioal trea~mEnt and care at the indigent, oonducted wholly or in part at the expense of the 

.Iei ty. The Clerk of th e Department of Public Welfare eha:ll_ be .!! officio Qlerk of the Board of 

I
Health, and he shall faithfully keep and certify its minutes, reoords and papers and perform 

suoh other clerioal servioes as said board may require. Said board shall be authorized to have 

and use a s eel whioh eha 11 be the seal a.f the Qi1J wi th the words "BOARD OF HEALTH" added there

Ito. The Board of Healt h. in addi t ion- to its ad vi Blry capacity. Bhall have and may exercise Buell 

powers and authority, ani filall perform such additiona.l duties, as may be lawfully delegated to 

lit or required of it by ordinanoe; but shall not have authority to inoure expenses ohargeable 

to the City, or to direct the expenditure of publio moneys, uleBs expressly eo authorized by 

Isome ordinance making provision for an emergency and after money therefor eha 11 be appropria

ted by the .Board of Comnissioners; ani even in such case all purchases and expenditures shall 

Ibe made consi stently with the provisions of this oharter. And the BObrd of Comnissi. oners sha 11 

~ave power by ordinance to make fUrther regulation of said matters not inoonsistent with the 

charter. 

.~-

That the city charter be &nedded lu adding thereto SECTION7K to read as follows: .. 

SECTION 7K. CHANGES OF OFFICIAL TITLES~ ETC. The charges made by this seotion in 

~he off ioi al ti tl es of the several departmen ts t commi88i onere and ot her offi oers of the 01 ty, 

are ::nade to provide shorter or more uniform or appropriate titles; and such ohanges, togeil}er 

with distribution of the publio service ammg the various departments and divisions, are made 

and herein deolared for eonvenienc e and certainty, but wi thout important chwge in the arran

sements now in effect by charter, ordinanoe or cust om; the Department of Publice Affairs In 

I;eneral beoom1ng the Departmnt of Public Affairs; the Department of Taxation becoming the 

Department of Public Funds; and the Departmmt of Pa.rks, Sanitation and Public Property beoom- . 

ng the Department of Public Welfare; and the Department of Streets and Public Improvements be

comin?: the Department of Public Works, and the Department of Fire and Police beoaning the 

Depa rt{!lEll t of Pub lic Sa! ety; and 00 rr espondi ng changes be ing made in the off i ci al t i tl es of 

the respective commissioners; and the Chief Deputy Qollector becaning City Collector; and the 

Chief Deputy Assess or becoming 01 ty Ass ess or; and th e Chief Deputy Treasurer beeaning 01 V 

liTre asure r; and the offices of Park CommiSSioner and River and Ditoh Gommissioner being combine~ 

,and becoming Superintendent of Parks; end the Chief of the City Clesning D~vision becoming 

ISuperintendent of City Cleaning; m.d the Assistant City Engineer for Paving Matters becoming 

I upe rint enden t 0 f Paving; en d th e S i dewalk InB pe 0 t or 0 r C oum i BS ion ar be coming Supe rin tendent 

of Sidewslks; and the Chief of t he Fire Dep art ment becoming Chi ef 0 f the Fire Divis ion; and 
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said offic as heretofore existing shall continue under their new nane8, and the persons here

Itofore filling suah positions, shall under their new titles oontinue to perform the duties 

II of mch positions, but wi th tenure only according to their previously existing rights and 

the provisions of the charter; end changes of title corresponding to this seotion shall be 

I considered IlII having been made, and shell be made when hereafter printed, in ell xisting 

ordinances, resolutions and records blld also in all provisions of the clarter where· any ter-

jmin010gy may not conform to this secticn; and all sections and provisi ons of the charter not 

coaforming to the terminology of 'this section sha 11 be, and the same are, hereby amended to 

to conform; and this paragraph, numbered 7X, being merely for the temporary purpose of ad

jUBti:!lg such terminology, may be ommi ted in all printed copies of the charter. 

That the city charter be amended by adding thereto SECTION 7L to read as follows: 

SECTION 7L. ARRANGEl.!ENT OF CHARTER. Upon the adoption of the amendnents submi tted 

to people herewith, or any part of such amendments, the Board of Qormnissioners shall there- ' 

upon proceed to have printed the ci ty charter as S 0 amended; and for said. purpose ahall caus 

I the matter of the charter as so amended to be arranged wi thout change therein but according 

I to subject mat ter under appropria te title s ani wi th new and orosecuti ve s ecti on numbers for 

I th ematte rs so arranged; provi ded however that the secti on and paragraphnumbers as same exist 

in the present charte r, or in said amendments thereof, shall be insert r d in parentheses fol-

lowing such new Becti on numbers, 80 as to show the numbers of the seotions or paragraphs pre

viously containing eu.oh matter. All such section'S, paragraphs and matters shall be arranged 

as foresaid under the fo llow ing titles; 

I. The City Corporation; 

II. ' The Board of Commiesi oners; 

III. The Mayor; 

IV. The Departments in General; 

V. The Department of Public Affairs; 

VI. The Depar1:ment of Public Funda; 

VII. The Department of Pub lie Welfare; 

VIII. The Daper 1m eat of Pub 11 e Works; 

IX. The Department of Pub 11c Sa:fety; 

X. Th e C i vi 1 S erv ic e ; 

XI. The Board of Hea 1 th; 

XII. The Judicial Function8; 

XIII. Officers and Employes in General; 

XIV. Taxat ion an d Revenue; 

XV. Cit Y Finane e8 in General; 

XVI. Streets and Street Powers; 

XVII. Sundry Ordinance Powers; 

XVIII. Oi ty Eleoti ons in General; 

XIX. Miscellaneous Provisions. 

Said ti t1es and arrangement shall never be understood 88 altering in any manner the constru

ction or meaning of the charte r. rfuenever the term "this section," "this paragraph, tf or oth 

I reference to secti ons or paragraphs is made, the number of the seotions or paragraphs refer

red to c.;.S established by suoh I'darrangement shall be substi tuted in auoh printed oopies of 

the charter after the manner ofstatuto1'1 codification. In making such arrangement the words 

~ "The Boa~d of Conm18sioners shell have power by ordinance" shall be prefixed to each of the 

I sections now appearing a8 numbers 62 to 99 inclusive, BO as to make all such sections oom

plete wi thin themselves, and 'thereupon Section 51, as at present numbered, beooming surplu-
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sage may be wholly ommitted; and said sections 52 to 99 inclusive are hereby amended by pre-

fixing said words thereto. The charter when printed as aforesaid shall have the ce r tificate of ~ 

the City Clerk printed at the end thereof Bbowing that the matter therein contained is a true ..... 1
1 

and correct copy of the ci ty c.harter codified and arranged as herein provided. 

Tba t SECTION 8 be amended so as to include Section 8, Sect-ion 8 A and Section 8B, 

respectively to read and hereinbelow set forth: 

SECTION 8. CIVI~ SERVICE REGULATIONS. Par. 1. 1a! Board. The public service of this 

city shall be fully subject to civil service regulation with a view-. tOr increasing the effic

iency and economy thereof by eliminating all iilfluenoes of partisan or personal politics and 

by establishing and maintaining such publio servioe on the · merit system; and to that end 

there is hereby created a Civil Service Board, to consist of three members, and it shall be 

the duty of said board to execute, and c ause to be enforced and observed, regulations and or

ders in confonnity with "the provisions. purposes and intent of this section. Said Board shall 

have all powers and authority necessary for the performance of its functions; and said board, 

and each member thereof, shall exercise eooh powers and authority actively and impartially 

for the accanplishment of 1he purposes hereinabove mentioned. 

Par. 2. The Board. -- Selection ~ Tenure. On or before December 20th of each year 

and whenever any va.cancy or expired term mtV exist in said board, the Board of Commiss ioners 

shall proceed to elect as members of said Civil Service Board, by yea and nay vote, on nom

inations made and seconded by any members of the Board of Commissioners, the requisite number 

of reputable citizens who have resided in this city for two years or more, and who are other

wise qualified and wi lling to serve as members of the Civil Service Board, all in such manner 

as to keep three active members at all times in said Civil Service Board; provided however, 

that the first e1 ection of mambe 1'8 of the Board shall be made as afor esro d wi ih in thirty da.ys 

after 'the adoption of this section as 8 part of the city charter; and upon suoh first electiol~ 

on- member o:ff the b oo.rd shall be c hoeen to serve f or a .period to expire on December 31st, 191', 

and two members for s period to expire on December 31st, 1918. ·Therea.fter one member shall be 

chosen in like manner in Decemb er of re.ch od d ye ar art d two memb ers in Decemb er of each even 

y'ear; and each member shall be elected to serve for two c t::. lendar years and until his succeSSOl /II1II 

shell have been elected and qualified; but any member elected to fill a vacancy shall hold on- l1li 

1y for and during the unexpire d term of his pr edecess or. All members of the Board shall be of

ficers of the City and shall qualify by taking the constitutional oath ofofffce. The ~embers 

of said board shall serve without salary, and shall be subject to the provisions of S~ction 1] 

of the charter; and the Board of Conmissi aners sh all ha.ve power to remove any member of the 

Civil Service Board for neglect, incapacity, partissnship or malfeasance in office, on writte~ 

charges filed in the office of the City Clem, after giving to such member ten days' notice i~ 

writ ing, together with an opportuni ty for a fu 11 public hearing before said Board of Commission

ers. No person shall be elected or serve as a member of the Board who holds any other public 

office or employment, or whom is a IIlEIIlber of any corrmittee engaged in promoting the campaign 

or election of any party or candida te or candidated far affice, or who wi t hin the period of 

one Yf!lir has held .public office or employment for which com~ ' ensa.tion is provided, or who with

in one year has been a member of any weh cormnittee. 

£!:!.. 3. Definitions ~ General Provisions. Unless otherwise indicated, and as used 

lin this section of ihe charter. the foll owing named terme and thei r derivati ves ,shall be tak

en to have "the meanings hereunder set forth, to-wi t; tlboa.rd" shall mean"Civil Service Board"; 

I"Positionli shall include any or all offices or employments i ,n the olassified service; "olaSs".

shall refer to such positions as grouped generally by the board aocording to the general nat-

ure of the duties Bnd public service 10 be performed and the peculiar qualifications requisite 
or 
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prescr i bed therefor; "grade ll shall refer to the individual employes or applica.nts and the 

standing of eaoh with reference to fitness and efficiency. ae shown by hiB record in the ser 

vice, if any, together with the mark s or rating established for him on examinations; "appli

oant" shall meal any person who is seeking. as he rein provided, employment in any such pos--
Il ition; "elegible" shall indies.te applioants who, being lawfully qualified and willing to ac-

cept positions, have at the ti me the hi ghest grade in their class or who may stand highest 

on the eligible list. or be otherwise certified, as herein provid~d, by the bO brd for employ 

men t; "nominate" shall me a.n tbe naming of any person to the Board of Commiss ioners for elect 

ion or coIIfirmation by said Bosrd; "appoint" shall refer to such election or confirmation of 

persons so nominated; "incumbent" shall mean and refer to any and all persons fil l ing any 

IpOSi tion by appointment; "dar laborer"shall mean and inolude any and all manual laborers and · 

other pe rsonB performing services fo r the 8i ty on a basis of daily wages. or for uncertain 

periods, or subject to betakEn on or la.id off froth time to time; "emplor: shall refer to 

both incumbents and day laborers; "examination" shall mean and include all prescribed test s , 

mental or physic~ ani as to mental -tests, both such as are given in writing or given orally; 

"olfesified servioe" shall mean and inolude all offices, employments and positions of any 

oharaoter in the publio service of the city, except the following; (1) officers elected by 

the people; (2) the City Attorney, the City Health Officer and the City Engineer; (3) the 

Judge of the Oorporation Court or any person serving in his place, and also the CleI"k of said 

court; (4) members of the Board of Health; (5) members of the Civil Service Board; (6) such 

era ons and employments as my be ape ci81ly exempted aa· here in provided, end in so far as ex-

empted, from some or a 11 of the pr ovisi on s of this secti on. It is also hereby declared to be 

the intent hereof that this seotionehall b-e subject to Section .135 of the charter; and noth

ng contained in -thiS section, or done thereWlder, shall ever be held or permitted to limit 

or diminish the powers and a~horit.Y of the Board of Commissioners, or any officer of the City 

than in this section expressly and lawfully provided or necessarily impl~ed. 

R!!. 4. Repeali ng .. Glaude~ ._ The adoptiQn of tifis section, including sections 8, SA 

d 8B, as a part of tbe city oharter, shall ipso facto control all provisions in any other 

ections of the charter in so far as the ane cane in conflict with the lawful scope, purpos

s snd intent of this section as herein expressed or neoessarily implied; but as to other 

no other section of the chv.rter sba.ll be affected hereby. 

SECTION SA. CIVIL SERVICE BOARD----DUTIES AND POVERS. ~ar. 1. In General. 

board shall make ald promulgate all regulati ons necessary or properfor classifying, grad 

ng and improving the c1 resified service; and for . establishing the compensation of all employ 

s on a uniform basis relati ve to ~las8 and grade, and fol' regulat ing examinations. probat-

onary periods. apPoiniments, Employments, reinstatements, promotions, transfers, a.bsenoes, 

iok leaves, layoff, complaint S t char ges, hea rings, suspens). ons, dismissals t ti i soharges, re 

ovals, reports to the bo ard and other similar matters; and, in general, shall have power by 

'its regulati ons and orders to require and effect, or cause to be done, all things contemplate 

y this section a.nd within the powers and authority thereby oonferred on the board. The board 

hall have power to amend, suspend or -repeal all such regulations and orders, or any part 

hereof, for the PUrPose of exercising more perfectly the duties IJlposedon said board • 

. ! 11 such regulat ions, and all amen~ents, suspensions, repeals and other ohanges therein, 

shall be mde and established by orders of the board after a public hearing of whioh at least 

ive days' notice shall be given, and all such regulations,shall be printed for distribution 

y the board; and the regulat i ons and orders of the board sn till be suoh only as are necessary 

o the execution of the purposes and intent of thie section and consistent with the provis-

o ons of Secti onSA, as set forth in the following paragraphs: 

/ 
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Par. 2. Appointment • .!!!! EmPlomentB . _, _ 00:- In General. Bo _p_e_rs_on , shall be employed in the olas

sified service ,of the ~it.y otherwise than upon reinstatement, promotion, original examination t 

temporary employment or speoial order for exceptional cases, all as hereinafter provided. 

Wheneve r any posi t ions in the class ifie d se rvi oe shall be or bee om e vao an t. or aha 11 be open 

or about to be open for renewed employment by expiration of term, and it shall be desired by 

the employing wthority to have Bleh positions filled. the oonmissioner of the department, or 

the Board of Commissioners if it so elects, shall oause to be addressed to the Civil Service 

Board a requis i ti on desoribing each such posi tion end requesting the name and address, of the 

applicant eligible therefor, and the board shall thereupon oertify back the name and. address 

of such person; and the applicant so car-tified shall thereupon be appointed if the Board of 

Commissioners deem the filling of such position to be requ~red by the interests of the City 

within budget allowances; or if' the position be that of a day laborer, -the applicant shall be 

employed; and such applioant __ or employe sm 11 thereupon enter on the duties of Bl.oh position 

for a probationary period - of three months, during which peri-od the _conmissioner in oharge of 

the department, on filing with the board a written statement of his reasons,. and with the 

loonsent of the board granted by order thereof, may ~ ~ny time dismiSS such employe from ser-

~ice, . It such snployee be not dismissed during said period of three months, the employment sh~ll • 

become final, and -, subject to remo'Val for CBU.ae as · herein provided and subject to other pro

visions of -the charter, he shall be entitled to hold such posltion for the term of office or 

employment as in this section provided,and, if an inoumbent, until his successor be appointed 

and qualified. During the period each such employee shall serTe, whether on probation or other 

the employment becomes final, he shall receiVe the salary or pay provided for his position; 

Q.rovided, tha.t the provis ions herein contained wi th reference to prol1ationary periods and 

terms of employment shall notapply to day laborers, and day laborer8 sha Il -be entitled to pay 

::>nly for the time they sOOll be in the actual service of the City; and provided further, that 

. ~rom and after May 31st, 1917, the Ci ty shall never be Ii-able to pay- any sum to 8,ny person on 

9.ccount of any claim for salary or pay for any pal:~t of any term elapsing or expiring after 

Buch person may beve been, in any manner, dismissed, disoharged or removed from the public ser~ 

.Ince with the consent of the Civil Service Board. -

Par. 3. Applications ~ Positions. All persons desiring to have employment in any 

~osition shall file with the clerk of the Civil Service Board applications in writing therefor 

stating whether such employment is desired 'b,f reinstatement, promotion, original examination 

or otherwise, and shall thereupon submit to all required examinations-, and furnish written 

avid ence conoerning any matter when so required, all as m~ be prescribed by the regulations 

pr orders of the Board. All applications for appointments shell be written on :1forms provided 

oy the board and furnished by its clerk, and all blanks in suoh forms shall be filled in by 

~ueh applicants in t he handwriting of the applioant, and wi thout assistance other than explan

:a.ti ons as to the purpose and inten t of the mtter re quired to be stat ed therein. 

Par. 4. Examinati ons-- 1!! Genem 1. The Board shall aause examinations to be held 

~rom time to time in anticipation of vacancies for thOSe olasses of the publio service in whic1~ 

~here are a oonsiderable number of per sons employed, so as to have el igible lists ready from 

vhich to certify the names of applioants for suqh pOSitions in the classified service. All ex

l.minations, and all proceedings. in conneation 'therewith, shall be publicly oonduoted, and shal 

)e free 'of chargee or feee, and shall be open and ccmpetitive as to all persons seeking employ· 

~ent in any c lass, grade or poei tion for which the examination is conducted; subject, however, 

to suoh general requirements wi th referenee to any olass, grade or posi tion-, \as are or may be 

est ablished therefor by law, charter or ordinanc e, or by any regulat i -on of the board not in

oonsistent therewi 1:h, with regard to s ex, age residence, menta.l or ~sioal qualifications and 
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moral character: provided however that no pers on shall be eligible for any posi tion in the 

classified service unless he shall have resided for at least one year in the state of Texas 

snd six months in the City of San Antonio. 

Par. 5. Examinations - Notice of. Public notice in writing at the purposes, elasBe t 

grades, date, time and plaoe of each examinatl. on, and a general statement of th e duties, gen 

eral requirements and pay Of the positions for which such exsmination is heli, shall be give 

by the board, at leaet ten (10) days before eaoh such examination, by causing such notice to 

be prominently posted in the lobby of the City Hall, and by causing the seme to be published 

in some newspaper or newspapers of general 6irculation in the City of San Antonio; provided 

that for service examinations it shall only be necessary that such notice be certified in 

writing to the chief or head of the city division affected, who shall cause notice in writ

ing to be gi ven to each incumbent in his di vision. 

I Par. 6. Examinations -- Nature .2!!.!!! Rat1nm. The Board smll prescribe and con-

I
trol all examinati ons and presQribe all rules therefor, and shall conduct such examinations 

.or appoint fair and experienced examiners to conduct the same and to report thereon in writ

ling to the board. The clerk of the board Bhall als 0 be present at all such examinations un

lesa exaused by order of the b card. All examinations shall be praotical in their. na~ure, and 

'!relate to matters which wi l~ faiJ"ly measure the relati va aapaaity of the persons examined to 

aisobarge the duties of the pos~tions to which the examinati on reJates; and no tests shall 

e applied therein which are misleading or . unfair, and no questions shall be asked which re

ate to p olitic al or religiou's opini.on, acts or affiliation. All examina ti ons shall include, 

nd the boa.rd mall consider. pract:l,oal teste, and also, when ap propria.te, question based on 

ypothetioa l c ases, p.ertinent to the a ervices actually. performed by employes in the cla88, 

rade or position to which the examination relates, a~l in such manner as to take into acooun 

n due proportion efficiency, previous experience ald mental and physical capacity of the per 

on examined. The board shall by r egula tions, v.hich shall be as fair and uniform as practi ca

Ie, establish and enforce sta ndards for rating or grading on suoh examinations and minumun 

ass marks for the seveml alE.eses grades or positi ons. The rating for each 8 eparate part of 

uch examination ahall be on a percentage baSiS, taking one hundred as perfect; and all dis

inct parts of, or considerations affecting, such examinat i ons shall be separately va lued and 

ombined in a fina 1 composi te rating; all in aocordance wi th such regulations as the board ma 

eem fairly to express the comparative efficieney of the applicants. When sny part or parts of 

any examinat ion are oral the applicant may be examined apart from all other applicants; and 

Ion all oral examinations and physical demonstratiOns, there being no written record, the ra

Iting on each part thereof -l;S to each applican t shall be noted and announced by the examiners 

upon the oonclusion of such part of the exam inati on. The markings and examination papers of 

each person examined shall remain open at all ·rea.sonable times for his inspec t ion; and the 

arkings a nd examinat i on papers of all persons re cei ving pass marks upon such examina tions 

likewise remain open for public inspection • . 

· \ Par. 7. Examinations -- Eligible Lists. After each original examination the board 

shall cause to be prepared and recorded. and shall approve by order of said board, separate-

11Y for eaoh olass; grade or position fo r which the examinati on is conducted, lists of all 

persons attaining or exceeding the minumum pass marks. Such lists shall be termed "eligible 

I lists". and shall mow the canposite rating or mark attained by each such Eer son, and be ar

I ranged so that th cs e who reoeive 'Ill e highest mark shall be plaoed highest in such list. The 

board shall not pennit the placi ng on theeligible list of the name of any person failing to 

attain tile minumum paes marks. Eligible lists shall remain in effect to authorize original 

emp loyment f or two years from and a.fter the dtite of exa.mina.tion •. unless the nane of any per

son Shall be removed tberefrom by order of the board for good reason to be stated in the or-
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der. 1he eligible lists shall be revised and eombined from time to time, eliminating by or

der of th board the names of c~ll persons theretofore employed or disqualified, so as to show 

in order aforesaid the names CJ! all applicants then eligib~e and available for original em

ployment in any olass, grade or ~osition. The board may also, on written request of a pplicant~ 

whose names are on the eligible list of one olass, grade or position plaee the name of such 

applioants on the eligible list of my other olass, grade or position, for which the examin-

at ions taken by the applioants woulcl render .them e lilible. 

£!!. 8. Service Examinatigns. At least .onoe eaoh year~ and at any intermediate time 

when the board shall so order, servioe examinati ons shall be held for all incumbents in the 

resp ecti ve olasses of the servic e, whereftoeve rand howsoeve r such pers ons may have been app oil t

ed. Such service examinations shall be governed in conformity with the same provisions here

inbefore presoribed for other examinations; but shall be suoh as to test more particularly tht 

efficiency of incumbents in their partieu lar "t!.ranch of the public service, including both thei r 

knowledge of the provisions of the cherter and oi ty ordinances prescribing or defining the du1-

ies of their positions a.nd class of the public service, and also their profioiency in the par

tioular work in which they are engaged. Suoh annual service examinations sha 11 be oonduoted 

with reference to the whole soope of the important duties of my class, grade or group of 

the olassified servioe; while such intermediate examinations may be restricted to any portion 

or pha.se of such duties. The ratings on such service examinations shall be preserved and in

corporated as a part of the efficiency ratings and servioe reoords of the inoumbents so exam

rIned, snd Baid matters taken together ahall establish the grades of such inoumbents; end shall 

be considered in oonnection wi th their retention. reappointment and oompensation. The board 

ehall fix minumum pass marks for servioe examinat ions and no incumbent failing to a ttain the 

sarne, shall be promoted or reinstated; and he shall be dismissed from the servioe if the bO/:.il"d 

kecla res such dismissal to be for the good of the service. . 

Par. 9. Schools .2! InatruotiQn.~ , Whenever the Board of Comnlss1oners may make provis

ion for the expense of sohools of instruotion far incumbents inany class or grade of the 

publio service, or whenever the Civil Servioe Boexd may deem such schools necessary and be 

able to provi de forth e same wi. thout. expense, such schoo Is shall be c o,nduoted under the dir- ~ 

bct! on of the Civil Service Board in sooh manner as not to interfere with the performance of III 

~he duties of suoh inoumbents. When such schools are held servioe examinations shall be held a~ 
~he close th ereof .• 

Par. 10. Reinstatement. Any person previously employed in any position as in this 

~ection provided, who shall have served in suc)l~ · position for e. period of more than six months 

md who shall have a good service ,reoord and effioienoy ra. ting and who wi thout fault or delin

Juency on his part, shall have been separatedfrom the servioe by expiration of temm or other

riSe, for not more 1h an two years, or whose term may be about to expire, on wri tten applioa-

1ion filed by him wi th the board, if in no manner disqualified, shall be eligible, in the or

der of his grade establish ed as here in pr oVlded. for employmEn t in the same class in which he 

last served and received such grade, and shall be preferred on grounds of previous experience 

to persons merely passing original examinsticns for said c1ass, grade or position. 

I Par. 11. Promotion. Whenever it shall be desired to fill any position in a class or 

I grade decl ered by the board to involve the performance of duties for which previous service C 
in another class or grade tends to fit the employe, and there is no applicant eligible by re-

instatement, promoti on examinations sha 11 be ehel d for fil l ing suoh pOSition. and be governed 

by the provisions herei nbefore presori bed for examinati ons; and shall be open to a 11 employes 

who ha ve served for a specified period in such other class or grade. SenioritY,effici.ency of 

, previous service. and the servioe reoord of such persons sh{: ll be considered and form a part 

.-
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suoh promotion examination, not to exoeed one fourth of the maximum marks attainable. 

If no applioan t a ttains til e minumum paBS marks fixed by the b<)ard for suoh examination, the 

board shall forthwl th oertify the name of the person eligible on original examinati ons, and 

shall conduct special examinations in such cases if necessary or deemed expedient. Either an 

jadVancement in rank, or an increase in salary not applicable to all members of a class or 

grade. shall constitute a promoti on. .. 

Par. 12. Temporary Employments. In the absence of an appropriate eligible list 

Iserve from day 10 day of sane person or persons certified by the board therefor; the perSons 

so oertified for temporary employment to be suoh as in the opinion of the board appear t o 

have all qualifications necessary. for the efficient performanoe of the duties of such posit

ions; but such temporary employment shall oontinue in effeot only until appropriate examin

la tion can be he~d and certified, which period Shall never exoeed sixty(60} d~s; and whenever 

any such temporary employments are made, the board shall prooeed at onoe to hold exsminations 

~ppropriate for filling such positi 'one with persons of certified elegibility; and only in 

oase no eligible list results after a seoond examination shall such temporary employments be 

turther continued in effeot; provided however for the transition to the c~vil service system 

of that part of the publio service to be classified and regul ated as in this section provid-
I 

~d. all persons now filling such posit10n~ may oontinue to perform the duties of their pos-

1 tions and ~ hold the same in accordance wl th their existing ri ghts; and whenever it shall 

becane necessary or proper to make new appointments or employments, and the board, on in 

vestiga.tion shall find th at persons who have served in suoh positi ons for periods not less 

thtn the probationary period herein prescribed, are qualified, have good se-rvice records and 

have eff ic1en tly perfonned their d utieB, th Ell by my order made wi thin six months from and 

lafter the adopti on of this sectiQn as a part of the charter, the board may admit wi thout or~ 
liginal examination such persons re r egula:.. members of the olassified service as upon rein

statement, but wi th sho rt terms' !E in the following paragraph declared; and provided further 

, th a t as soon as practicable after the adopt1on of this section as a part of the charter, the 

Civil Servioe Board shall hold servioe examinations, 'as provided in this section , for all of

f icers and employes in the classified service of the Oi ty, other than dS\\' laborers, and on 

such exam in ati ons s ha ll take into consideration at not exc eeding twenty-five per cent of the 

~ otal marks attainable, the experience 8lld servi ce records of all persons so examined . 

Par. 13. ~erms of Offices and Employments. The regular dates of expiration of all 

~ffices and employments in the classified service Shall be fixed b y the Civil Service Board, 

ids soon as prac tio able after the adoption of this section as apart of the city charter, the 

Pivil Service Board shall determine upqn. and establish by its orders, schedules of expira

itions for a 11 offices or employments in the clE.ssified service, so that the terns thereof 

~hall be for a period of two years, and so that the s ame shall in all cases expire with the 

~sst day of some month during the ·years bearing even numbers. Such expira. tions shall be ea

~ ablished to oocur in various n onths so that all changes made in any diviSion of the public 

~ervice shall be made gradually. and with out detriment to the service, and be sufficiently 

l emoved from the time of the gene.ml city elections to avoid politic&l influe .lces. Upon any 

~uch schedule of expirations bei ng ordered, the bo&rd shall CBUse the same to be certified ' 

Imd presented to the Board of C01Il1lissioners, ~nd the same sha ll th ereupon be recorded in ful 

~y the c1 t y Cler kin the minu t es of the pro c eedings of the Board of C omrnissi oners, and shall 
I 
thereafter est ablish the dates of expiration for all offices or empl oyments therein s pecified. 

f ter such expiration 

f he same shall not be 

schedules shall have been established for any offices or employments, 

changed so as to affect the contemporaneous terms of any incumbents 
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then holding positi ons in th e cl ass i f ied se rvice ~ but may be changed for f utur e t erms in any 

manner consisten t 'Ii i th 'the pr ovisions of t his paragraph. The term of office or enployment of 
f 

each person admitted or appointed to the classif ied service at sny ti mE=' prior to the estab

lishment as aforesaid of the date for the expiration of the term of suchoffice or employment, 

notwithstanding any gener81 provisions to the contrary cont&ined in the charter, shall be 

short terms to end on the date to be established by such expirC!tion schedules. On or before 

the expiration of finy tams of office or employment the Civil Service Board shall cause to 

be certified to the Boa;rd of Commissioners ·the naneS of applicants eligible for such offices 

or emp1 oymen ts. 

Par. 14. Exceptional Cases. ~enever appointment or employment shall be required 

~or any pOSition involving special qualifications of a scientific, expert or professional 

character, the evidence satisfa.ctory to the bo~d shall be adduced that competitive e:xamina-

tion is impracticable, and that such posit ion can best be fi l led by some deSignated person 

having the requisi te qualifications, the bo ~·~d msy by special order, on unrunious vote, sus

pend ecmpetitions, and authorize the ap pointment or employment of such person; but no such 

suspension sh all ever be made except for indi vidual cases, and all such suspensi ons shall be 

reported, togethe r wi th the reeso ns therefor}; in the annual r~ports of the bos rd. 

' ~. 1.2. Lay Offs, Suspersi ons ~ Transfers. No employe shall be laid off given le

ave of absence, suspendeq or transferred to any other branch of the publ:j..c aervic~ unless it 

be for reasons specified in writing which will promote the good of the service; w..d in any 

event, no such action shall be taken unless Slch reasons in V'{ riting be immedit+tely filed with 

the l)oard; a :ld no such 181 off, leave, suspension or transfer, not authorized in advance by 

some regule.tion or special order of the boerd, shHll ever become finally effective, unless 

~nd until the employe, if protesting, shall be given opportunity for a hearing before the 

~ oardt nor ~less the action so taken shall be approved by the boa rd; but any action so taken 

shall be deemed t o have been acquiesced in by the employe unless he shall promptly file wi th 

the board his protest in writing; provided however that the Board of CommiSSioners, as to the 

entire public service, am the Mayor or any Comrnissi oner as to his d~partrnen t,may layoff or 

cause to bel aid off, day laborers wheneve r the condi tion of any public work, or th e appro-

priation therefor, shall be such a.s to require a cessation or eusgension of such work; and 

~ay again take on, orcause to be taken on, such day laborers, or any of them, previously em

ployed and laid off as herein provided, whenever conditione warrant the resumption of such 

/¥,ork; or in c ase the public interest may so requ ire they may assign temnorarily employes of 

bne branch of the service to -perform duties in any other branch of theservice; but in all Slch 

~xcepted case s the authori ty sola ying off t t aking on, or assigning sha.11on ~Bo doing promptly 

~ive notice to the bo a rd concern ing what is so done, and otherwise conform to all regulations 

~f the Civil Service Board. no persons employed end laid off as aforesaid shall be again tak

~n into the service of the City, or pIeced onits payrolls. within thirty days preceeding any 

~lection held for the purpose of choosing- or r ecal ling an elective officer of the' City, excep t 

vith the express approval of the Civil Service .uosrd, granted in advance of the beginning of 

such service. In cases of suspensions, the suspending authority shall immediately cause to be 

filed with the board charges in writing, which shall be heard and determined within ten (10) 

iayst end in other respects as in c~ se of ch~ rge8 for removals. 

Par. 16 . Removsls ~ Hearings .2!! Charges •. Uo person who has continued in the class-

.... fied service after the period of probation, sha.ll ever be dismissed or dis0harged from the ser

vice of the City except for cause and after written che:rges have been filed with the Civil Ser~ 

~ice Board, and opporturi.i~y granted for a hearing before the board. Such charges ma.y be filed 

oy any officer or any citizen or taxpayer, or may be filed by direction of the board, and 

iVithin thirty days t hereafter sha l l be heard, _nvestiga ted, and sustc.. ined or d : sroissed by the 

.. 
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!board. And whenever fllch ch arges shall be filed snd it shall appear on the hearing that the 

,employe in question is incompetent or hss b een guilty of any wilful aot, oonduct or gross 

eglect in violation of his duty, suoh oharges shall be sustained and the Do c rd shall oon

sent to his removal and certify such consent to the Board of Commissioners; but the Civil 
I 
6ervice Board ma.y in Slch cases st ati ng reasons for l eniency , recommend a specified suspen-

~ion or other penalty in lieu of removal. If upon any such hearing the Board shall find that 

~ny officer or employee in the classified service of the C1 ty has violated any of the penal 

provisions of this section, or that he h~ been guilty of a.ny flagrant vilation bf his of

Picial duty , the Bosrd maw by its order certif ied in writing to the Board of Commissioners, 

am specifying such findi ngs, order the removal of such officer or employee, and suoh off

icer or employe shall thereupon be discharged by the Commissioner of the department to Which r 

be belongs. Upon all heari ngs before the Board in matters of SUS IJensions , if the charges be 

r ustained. the board shall assess the punishment thereon as a civil penalty; but if the char

Fes be not sustained, the suspended employe shall be rest or~d to his posi ti'on, and shall re

cei ve his salary of pay as if no suspension had occurred. 

I Par . l 6~ . AuxilIary Provisions. The Board of Commissioners shall each year specify 

~n the budget, and appropriate annually or in monthly instalments, such sums as m~ be nec

essary to provide for the expenses reaSonable to be incurred in administering and enforcing 

said civil service regulations; and shall furnish for the use of the board a suitable office 

lVith furniture and office supplies. and provide a. suitable room or place for holding examin

ftions; ani the Civil Service Board sball be authorized to sele c t and employ the Civil Ser

!rice Manager and such examiners and technical and clerica l assistance as may be found nec-

ssary and to fix their oompensation at any reasonable Bums within such budget provisions. 

he Board of Commissioners shall also enact by ordinance such further regulations, if any, as 

may be requisite to expediate and facilit~te the work of the Civil Service Board, or to carry 

into effect the provisions of this secti on in accordance with the purpose and intent thereof. 

£!!. 17 . Prooeedings 1a Gener.al. The board shall hold regular meetings at least 

twice each month, and may hold special meetings a t the will of any two members upon reason

able notice in wri t ing to the third member . The place , date and hour of all regular meet ings 

shall be fixed by the regulBt ions or m les of the Board. Any two memb ers of the Board shall 

~onatitute a quorum, and the vote 0 f two me nil ere aha 11 be reguiai te for the transaction of al ~ 

pusiness of the board , except for matters wherein a unanimous vote is hereby required. The 

~oard filall conduct all hearings hereby re.quired, and ti fter due public notice may at its op-
I 
~ion hold other bearings for the investigetion of any matter involving the classified service 

pr the functions of the bo &rd, or any part thereof. All meetings and hoo.r ings shall be public, 

and the board shall have power to iSsue all notices therefor, and to adjourn such meetings 

r hearings from time to time on public announcement. The findings a.nd decisions of the board 

1 ithin its powers and authority, wh ether bases on evide ce pre sented directly t a the board. 

or on the report of any investi gating agency authorized , considered and approved by the 

Ibosrd, shall be final and shall not be subject to be set aSide unless it be on direot attack 

in some oourt of competent jurisdi cti on; and such findings and decisi ons of the bObrd shall 

be final in all cases unless it shall ap pear that the board has failed or refused to onform 

lin some essential respect to the in tent and purpose of this secti on or the procedure therein I 
defined. 

Par . 18. ProceedinB! - Special Provisions. No member of the board shall vote on any 

question in which he has any interest distinct from that of other oitizens, or when he may be 

~elated by consanquini ty or affini ty within the third degree to any person whose status is 

~nvolved in such question; but in such cnses he shall disclose his interest and be excused 

II 
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from voting. Wi th the 8P_proval of the Board of C ommissioners. and to provide for emergencies, 

the Civil Service Board shall be authorized to make, instanter, any special order whatsoever 

not destructive of the purposes of this section, and such speCial orders may be Im,de without 

a meeting of the board, and shall become effective whenever two members of the board shall aft

fix their signa trues to any such order in writ ing and cause the same to be attested by the 

clerk of the board. Upon charges being filed against any employe, or for any other matter set 

for hearing before the board, the board shall be authorized to a.ppoint by'te order any cap

able discreet and unbiased person to investigate such matters. or any specified part thereof, 

and to report in writ ing to the board the faots of such matters and the conclusions of the 

investig-ator therefrom; such written re port to be filed with the clerk of the board at least 

theee days in a.dvance of the hearing, ald to be subject to adoption or rejectilbn, wholly or 

in part, by order of "the board made at the hearing; provided that in such cases, the inveS

tigator shall appear as a witness at arw hearing ' had on such matter. The Board of CommiSSion

ers ahall designate one of its members whenever it so deSires, or whenever so requested by , 

order of the Civil Service Board, ani the commissioner so designated shall sit with said Civ- II1II 

il Service Board, but shall h1ave no vote as 8. member thereof, at any such hearing; and in .. 

such cases the matters under investigation shall be deemed to be matters pending before the 

Commissioner so sitting shall administer all oaths and issue all subpoenas, and may interro-

gate a rw witness, and shall report in wri ting to the Board of Commissioners the results of 

such hearing including the f ·indings am decision of the Civil Service Board as certified by 

its clerk, together with such other matters as he may deem important. 

~. 12. Minutes, Reoords and Clerk. The board shall be authorized to use as a seal 

the seal of the City wi th the words "CIVIL SERVICE BOARD" added thereto, and shall deSignate 

a suitable and qualified person to be known as the Civil Service Manager, who shall be an of

ficer of the City belonging to its classified serVice, and who shall also be ex officio cler} 

of said boa.rd. It shall be his special duty to attend all meetings of the board, and well and 

truly to keep and preserve the minutes of all proceedings and the records and papers of the 

Ibba ,rd; and he shall also be specially responsible for safegua.rding and preventing any unauthol

ized disclosure concerning any examination or eXumination papers or tests, the use of whioh 

the board may have considered or authorized; and to be present on behalf of the board, unless 

excused, at all examinations. He shall alao receive, file and preserve all applications and 

communications addressed to, or required to be filed with, the board; , and he shall give pr ompt 

s nd effec-tive action in ~onformi-ty with all requests made by the Maior or any commissioner for 

information appertaining to the proceedings, records or papers of the board; and he shall also 

perform all other duti es which may be prescribed by the boa ~ d. All regu.la ti ons, rules, orders 

iBIld proceedings of the board shall be regularly and promptly entered in full in its minutes, 

which shall be securely kept in a well bound book. It shall also be the du ty of said Manager. 

:!onforming to all regula.tiona or instructions established by said board, to prepare and to ob

serve, and to caUSe to be observed by others. all regulations, orders, forms and procedure re

auirod to carry out effectively the authorized purposes of the board, and in timely manner to 

~all to the attention of the members of the board all matters requiring their attention, and 

,..n general to keep in systematic condi ti on the affairs of said board and in all respects to ~ 

~orward the transaction of its business. The board 'sha 11 also cause to be kept in a convenient l1li 

nd accessible form a full and continuous record of the public service. grades and relative 

~fficienoy of eaoh person in the classified service; and also records of the eligible lists 

nd other matters as hereinbefore required. All minutes, records and papers, of the board, or 

therwise on file in the office of its clerk, as here in provided, shall be public records, and 

lihe cl erk shall be authori zed to certify to the same or any part thereof, under such r ea.sonab14~ 
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regulations as m~ be established by the board; provided however ,that matters and papers 

relating to proposed examinations and tests, or relating to the examinat ion of any person 

who has failed to attain the requisite pass marks shall not be public reoords or open to pub 

\ lio inspection; and papers of persons failing to pass asaforesaid may be withdrawn by such 

persons any time within thirty (30) days after the result of suoh examination is announced, 

and if not so withdrawn shall be destroyed. 

~ ~. ,g£. Re;eorts 1.2 ~ Board • ... Tp.eOity Clerk shall report in writing to the boarc 

any and all action of 'the Board of Commiss ioners which directly affects the duties of the 

CiTil Service Board. And the Mayor a nd each commiss ioner, for their respecti ve departments, 

shall promptly furnish to the boar d, and the bca rd shall have power to require, wri tten re

lports or statements oonoerning vacanoies, expir.ations of term or employment, reinstatements, 

promotions, employments, offioial duties, absence. complaints, the creation or abolishment 

of offices or employments, whether past, present or in oontemplation, and concerning especi-

ally creditable or especially discreditable official conduc t , and all other matters which re

late to or affect any position or positions, or the status, records, duties, grades or com-

pensation of the employes filling the sane. 

Par • .ll. Reports .Ez. !!!2. ~d. ~he Board shall investi gate and report to the Board 

of Commissi oners. or to the M~or or any Comniss ioner, fran time to time, as the board may 

deem 1 t expedien t, or as may be requested by the Board of Conmissioners or any commissioner, 

cone erning the ope rati on, enfo rceman t and affect of this section and the control exercised 

by the board, or any p , rticu.lar matters related thereto; and concerning the tenure, compen

sation, oonduct or efficiency of any employe or employes, or the methods of administration 

followed in any department, office or branch of the city government; and concerning the man

~er and extent to which any ordinances or regulations of the City are being enforced and ob-
r served; and the Board a mIl also be authori zed to submit its recornmendati ons concerning such 

natters. And, in addit ion to such reports, it is hereby made the duty of the board to submit 

to the Board of Commissi one rs eaoh ye ar, on or before the first day of December, an annual re 

I
Port in wri ting, which shall include a review of the condition, needs and efficiency of the 

blaSSified service. and of the manner in mich these provisions are being observed, and of 

the records and aotivi ti es 0 f the Board s inoe its preceding annual report; and sha 11 also in

t)lude the recommendations of the boc<rd for promoting efficiency and economy in the public 

serVice, together with any other matters deemed to be for the good of the service. 
I 

l!£. ~. Salaries ~ Wages in the Classified §ervice --- ]a General. The board 

sh all from time to time make and report to the Board of Conmiss ioners its recommendations in 

writing concerning the compensation of the olassified service, showing the sums which, in thE 

opinion of the bo a rd, should be paid by the City, as the maximum and minimum salaries and 
. 

wages for each olass; end the periods of service and standards of effio i ency required before 

Ithe grade of eny employe should be raised or his salary or wages increesed; and the Board of 

Commissioners shall not in any manner make or authorize any increase or deoreases in any sal

ary of any offic er or employe in the class ifi ed servi ce, dur ing the term of such officer or 

employe, unless c onsen t of the Civil Service Board shall have been first grant ed by order of 

~aid board. 

Par. 23. Salaries ~ Wages. --- Approval .El. the Board .2! Pay 1!2.!1. Upon making up 

any pay ro l ls of the Cit.J inoluding any officers or employes in the classified servioe, and 

before any ci ty warran t shall issue au thori zing my paymen t on acc ount of the salary or wag

lea of my such officer or employe. such pay rolls shall be presented at the office of the 

'clerk of the Civil Service Board for the approval of the board. The clerk of Civil Service 

;Board, or any member of the board in the absence of such olerk, Shall thereupon proceedforth-
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with to examine sU0h pay rolls. and shall attaoh thereto 8. oertifioate on behalf of the board 

approving su.ch ply rolls, subjeot to such exceptions . if any" as may be made and speoified ~ 

in such certifioate as to any salaries and wages which appear not to be correotly entered or III 

properly allowable under the regulat ions or orders of the board. further speoifying in suoh 

certifioate the re aeon fat" each exoeption. As to al l amounts not so exoepted the disbursing 

offioen! of the Citw shall be authorized to prooeed with such payments. In case suoh pay rolla 

shall not 'be certified a.s aforesaid, and be returned to the Ci ty Auditor or to the offioer 

presenting the aame, on the day when the s e.ne are so presented, or during the first business 

day thereafter, the disbursing officers of the City shall be authorized tu prooeed with suoh 

payments without suoh certificate. No salaries or wages exoepted from any suoh oertificate of 

approval shall be paid by the disbursing offioers of the City for a period of five (5) full 

d~s following the date of s uoh certificate, unless such payment shall have been approved by 

similar supplemental certificate. During such five days all such excepted matters shall b e 

considered and finally determined, and certified to the City Auditor. by order of the Civil 

Service Board. In case the board sh all fei I or refuse to take suoh aotion during such five 

days, the disbursing officers of the City shall be authorized to proceed as in cases of fail

ure to make sai d original certificate. Except as above provided no officer of the Oi ty shall 

ever make any payment of any salary or wages to any offioer or employe in the olassified ser

vice; and no suoh salary or wages shall ever be paid by any officer on behalf of the Oi ty in 

any case when the Civil Servioe Board shall have certified its disapproval of suoh payment, 

s,tateing in such certificate the reasons for suoh disapproval, unless the payment of such sal

a r y or wages has been required b y order or judgment of some court of c.ompetent jurisdiction. 

SECTION SB. CIVIL SERVICE --- PENAL PROVISIONS. No person shall by himself. or in 

c ooperation with one or lIlor~ persons, wilfu lly or corruptly deceive, defraud or obstruct the 

Civil Service Board, or any member thereof, Or any officer or examiner acting under the dir

flection of said board. or any applican t . in respect to the rights, standing, rating or grade 

of any ap plicant or employe under the provisions of this section of the city charter; or f al-

~ely mark, r ate, grade, estim ate, report or oertify on or concerning any examina tion, test, 

~rade, act or conduot of any person examined, tested or under regulation or investigation as ~ 

provided in this section. No person being a member, clerk, examiner, printer or other person ~ 

~mployed in connection with the duties of said board, and no other person whomsoever knowingly 

:3hal l furnish, exhibit, impart or disclose. directly or indirectly, to any person other than 

Llhe authorized officers or examiners of s a id board. any information relating to any examina

~ion, ques t ion or test relating to mentel qualifications prepared, or k nown or believed to be 

lnder conSider at i on for future use in connection with the duties of said board. No person whom~ 

~oever shall furn ish, exhibit, impart or disclose to any applic c=nt for examination, directly o~ 

indirectly. and no such a pplicant shall seek, solicit or reoeive, any information, direction 

or aSSistance, during such examination or st any other time, pertinent to any question or test rown by him to have been conSidered, prep ared or adopted, for use during such examination. No 

a pplica nt shall knowingly give fa.lse answer to any que s tion on any app lication-, examination, 

pr test, or otherwi s e deceive the board for the purpose or with the effeot of improving his 

phanc es or prospects for being admitted to or ret ained in any employment. No officer, emp l oye 

pr other p erson whomsoever, shall solici t, orally or by letter, or receive, or be in .any man

per ooncerned in Bolicting or receiving, any money or valuable thing from any officer or em

ploye holding h posit ien in the cla ss ified service, for any political pbrty or other poli tice] 

purpose whatsoever relating to the election or appointment of any person to any public office 

or employment in this Cit7 or Count.y, or rel ati ng to any proposition Which the qualified vot

ers of this Ci ty are expected to determine by their votes; an.d no person employed in the olass

ifi ed servi c e s hal l contribute any money or other va luable thing for any such purpose. li n· 
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person shall use, or promise to use, his official authority or personal or other influence 

to secure or promote the appointmen t or employment of any person to any posi tion in the clasi>

ified service of this City. Ho public officer or employe shall by mEfins of threats or coer

cion induce, or a.ttempt to induce, -any person holding a position in the classified service, 

or on any eligible list, to reSign or abondon his position or place or to take a leave of 

absence from duty, or to waive any of his rights under this section. , 10 pers on about to be 

employed in any position in the al&ssifed service shall sign or execute a reSignation dated 

l or undated in advance of such employment. No person holding any poetion in the elaesified 

service Shall seek or accept nomination, election, appointment or employment as an officer 

or Employe of any political club or organization, or join as a member thereof, or serve as a 

member of any committee there for, or take active part in any political campaign, or circu

late or seek any Signature to my petition for political action. or distribute or exhibit anj 

literature, cards, circulars, colors - or indicia, for supporting, aiding or oppos ing any can-

didate for nomination, election, appointment or employment to a public pOSition, or for ac

complishing the adoption or defeat of - any -proposition submitted to a vGte of the qualified 

Ivotere. a r while holding SIlch posl ti on become a candidate or authorize. the use of his name 

for nomination or ele ction to any other public office, unless it be for rei nst&tement or pro

motion as herein provided; or, on or for a 'ny election, solicit any person or persons to vote 

for or aga.inst my person, persons, party or proposition, or serve as a.n election officer, or 

act as a worker at the polls; whether such club., orgainzation, campaign, committee, position, 

candidate, office, propos i tion or election shall relate to national, state or municipal af

~airs; provided however, that nothing .in this section shall be construed to prohibit or pre

~ant any officer or Employe from enjoying entire freedom from all interference in casting his 

~ote. And any person who violates my provision of this paragra.ph, shall be guilty of a mis

~emeanor, and on conviction thereof in the Corpora.tion Court, shall be punished by a fine of 

~ot less t han J.!'i fty ('Ji550.OO) Dollars nor more than Two Hundred ($_200.00) Dollars; end if any 

person so convicted be an applicant for examination he sha.ll be excluded therefrom; and if 

pe be an eligible his nane Shall be removed from the eligible list; cnd if he be an officer 

Dr employe of the C1 ty, he aha 11 be removed forthwi th from the public service. And the Civil 

Service Board Shall caUSe complaints to be filed and proSecuted in the Corporation Court ag

.linst all persons viol&.ting any provision of this paragraph; and shall also have cumuls.tive 

ower to order und require the removal from his ~osition of any person in the classified ser-

7ice found by the board to be guilty of Violating any prOVision of this section or any regu

ation lawfully made by the board. And the Board of Commissioners shall have plenary powers, 

md, in so far as this section or any part of provisions thereof maw be held for any reason 

to be ineffective, it shall be the duty of said Board of Commissioners and the members there

of, at all times to provide and maint a in by ordinance full civil service regulations in con

formityas far as all,owable, with the language, pur oses and intent of this section; and, 

among other powers. said Board of Commissioners shallhave power, and be under the duty, to de

fine e:nd punish viola.tions of such civil service regulations, the punishment of which may not 

be lawfully provided for by this section. The term "this secti onf' wherever used in section 

8, 8A or 8B shall include as one section all of sE,id parts thereof. 

Tha.t SECTI ON 12 be amended by adding thereto. and incorporating therein after Par

agraph 2, a paragrBph to reai as follows: 

Par. 2A ~ TO 1Q!!. In the interest of th good Goverment of this City, it is 

hereby expressly made the duty of each person who is lawfully qualified and otherwise com

petent to bote at any election required by. or held under the authorityof. any provisions or 

rovisions of the city charter, to proceed in due time to this polling place and to cast his 



ballot in such elect I on; and the Commissioners shall have the power by ordinance to provide 

all measures proper for enforcing the perfozmance of such duties, and for punishing by a finE 

not exceeding five ( $5.00) Dollars in an.ount, persons who may fail or refuse to perform such ~ 

duti es or hinder the performance thereof by others; p r ovided however that such ordinance shal 

contain re bso"nable provisions exemp tingfrom such penalty persons who may have been prevented 

from attending euch election by absence from the City during the time such election is being 

held, or by illness of such person or ser i ous illness of any member of his immediate family, 

or by other restraints beyond the control of such person. 

That SECTI ON 16. a.nd a.ll paragraphs thereof, be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 16. APPOI1J TIVE OFFICERS .AND EliPLOYES. ? ar. 1. In General. All officers and 

employes included in the cl~ssified service of the City as defined in its civil service regu

lations shall be nominated and appointed or employed as therein provided; and all appointive 

officers, employes, agents or servants of the City not mosen as provi ded in the civil ser

rvice regulations shall be elected or a.PPointed by the Board of Commisstoners on nominations 

~nd seconds thereof made by any of the Commissioners; provided that the term "elective officer" 

as used in the charter shall be t aken to refer only to officers of the City elected by the 

people, while the term "appointive officer" shall apply to all city officers chosen on con

firmation or election by the Commissioners. 

Par. 2. Nomination and Confirmat ion . Whenever , the commissioner of any department - -
shall desire' to have appointed any officers or employes in that part of the classifi ed ser-

vice in his de portment, he shall first present EUch matt er to the Board of CommisSioners, and 

after being thereunto authorized by vote of the Commissi oners, he shall then make requiSition 

on the Civil Service Board for the names and addresses of persons eligibl e for such appoint

Iments, and upon the names of persons r e spectively eligible for such positi ons being certified 

by the Civil Service Board, he sha ll present such names for confirmation by the Board of Com

missioners a nd upon such persons being confirmed they sha 11 prom~) tly qualify and enter upon 

the performar,ce of their du ties; or · in ca ses where the Civil Service Boa rd shall have know

ledge that a vacancy has occurred, or is about to occur, i r. aoy such posi tiona, aaid board 

shall be authorized to certify, on its own motion. to the Board of CommiSSioners, the names of 

persons eligible for appointme n t to such positions; - but no person entering Eny appointive of

f'ice or employment after the organization of the Civil Service Boe.rd shall be allowed any pay 

for his services unti 1 he shall have been confirmed 'b:J' a special ~nd distinct vote of c onfir

nation; ptovided however that, unless at any time specially so required by action of the Board 

of CommiSSioners, whenever appropriation has been made for the payment of the r e quired wages 

~t shell not be necessary to submit for cor~irmation the employment of day laborers. or any 

pers on employed from day to day or for uncertain periods. 

Par. 3. ~. The eppointment of all officers a nd employes of the City. unless othel-

I

Wise specified in the order or vote of confirmation, shall be for a period of two years , and 

t hey shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified; provided that for all 

persons in the clE.ssified service and appointed or employed as provided in the civil service 

regule.tions, the term of office or employment shall begin 8!ld expire as provided in the civil 

service regulat ions; and provided further that the above provisi on for a two yes:r term shall ~ 

r ot apply to day laborers and other persons referred to in the proviso to the preceding par- .. 

k~a~. . 
That SECTION 17 be amended to read as follows; 

SECTION 17. REMOVAL OF APPOIHTIVE OFFICEHS AI~ D EMPLOYES. The Board of Commissioners 

ahall have power by express order or vote to dismiSS, discharge, or remove for any cause it 

nay deem sufficient, any officer or employe of the City not in the classified service. other 
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than the elective officers and members of the Civil Service Board and Board of Health; but 

in all such cases, before such vote or order shall be made. changes shall be preferred in 

writing and reasonable notice and opportunity granted for a full and fair hearing before the 

Board of Commissioners; provided however that the consent of the Civil Service Board shall 

be first obtained as provided in the civil service regula ti one for such acti on affecting any 

officer or employe in the classified servioe; and provided further that whenever the Civil 

Service Board shall have consented to sucp aetion, after public hearing and proceedings as 

prescribed in the Civil Service Regulations; the dismissal, discharge or removal of any of-

ificer or employe in the classifie·d service may be effeoted by the commissioner of the depart

ment without any proceed~ngs before the Board of Commissioners; a nd provided further th a t 

whenever the Civil Service Boa rd shall have certified any or~er requiring the removal of any 

officer or employe in the classified service as provided in the 'civil service regulati ons, 

the Commissioner of the department shall forthwith discharge and remove such officer or em

ploye from the service of the City; and provided further that all such removals made other

wise th an by action of the Board of Commissioners shall be p r omptly reported in writing to 

the Boa rd of Commissioners b.Y the Commissioner of the department affected. 

That SECTI ON l7A be added to the charter following Section 17 and to read as 

follows: 

_SECTION l7A. SUSPEN SIONS. Any person holding any appointive office individually 

created or d esigna.ted by the charter may be suspended from duty for cause by vote of the Com-

miSSioners, or he may be so suspended by written order signed by the personal signf~ture of 

the CommiSSioner of the department to which such position belongs stating the c ause therefor 

and having the approva l of the Mayor indorsed thereon; and any person holding any office or 

employment in the classified service oiber tban such as are included in the above proviSions, 

play be suspended j)"om duty for cause by the w:i' i tten pers onal order of the Commissi oner of the 

~epartment stating such cause, or such ~fficer or employe may be suspended for not exceeding 

[twenty-four hours by any superior off ic er so specially au thori zed by ordi nance; and the Boar d 

1of Commissi oners or commissioner ordering such suspension shall be authorized to. terminate th~ 

same at will; provided however, that any Commissioner ordering such suspensi.on shall at once 

~ile with the Cit,y Clerk a signed copy of such order of suspenSion; and in all cases whatso

ever of suspenSions of officers or anployes i n the cl assified service, the offieer or officer! 

brdering such sus pens i on shall at once also file with the Clerk of the Civil Service Board a 

~igned copy of such order, or in case of twenty four hour suspensions a signed written state

nent of the cause 1ilerefor; and the suspended of fioer or employe, if in the claSSified ser-

vice, shall be given an opportunity for a hearing before the Civil Servioe Boa rd; or, if not 

n the claSSified service, he shall be gl ven an opportuni ty for a hearing befor e the Board of 

Oommiss i oners, and if the suspended officer or employe shall contest such suspension he shal 

De entitled to receive his s alary or wages in full except for any period for which suspenSion 

~ay be approved by the board heari ng such cha rges; and unless the Ci viI Service shall promptl. 

set down .for hearing and within ten(lO ). days shall hear the matter of any suspension inthe 

classified service, then the Bo ard of Commissioners shall be authoriz€d to act finally and 

conclusively on any sus pe nsion though re lating to a posit ion in the olassified service. 

That Paragraph 2 of SECT ION 18 be amende d so as to read as follows: 

PlillAGRAPH 2. Salaries ~ wa ges. The salaries, w£.ges or othercompensation of all 

appointive officers and all Employes, agents and servants of the City, shall be fixed by or-

dinance of the Board of Commies ioners; provided that the sa.lary or cOOlpens ation of persons 

employed in admi nistering the civil service regulations shall be' fised by the Civil Service 

~oard as elsewhere provided. 
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That SECTION 19 be amended so as to read as follow s : 

SECTI OII 19. BOARD OJl' COMMl SSI onERS -- GENERAL POWERS. The Board of Commissioners 

shall have the ultimate charge, suspervision, direction, care, management and control of all 

property, finances and business of the City, with power to make all lawful regulations notin 

conflict with the charter, for any and all matters relating to the government end corporate 

management of the City and all of its departments and affairs. 

That SECTIOn 20 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 20. BOARD OF COMl',H SSI O ERS --- FORM OF PROCEEDINGS. The Board of Commission 

ers may act by resolution ' in all" oases except those for which it is pro vi ded by law or the 

charter that the board shall act by ordinance; but ordinnnc.es, resolutions, and other acts 

of the boa rd, shall have controlling force and effect in the respective order here nEdIled. or

dinanc.; es always to control; and, except where the action would be inconsistent wi th the oon

stitution of Texas or in conflic t wi th th e chEirte r, the bo ard shall have full power to enact 

any and all ordinances, adopt all resolutions, decide all matters and pass all other acts, an 

any and all ordinances, resolutions, decisions and acts of the Commissioners or City Council 

at any time passed, to amend, alter, modify, susp end or repeal, by action of corresponding or 

rester digni ty; provided, that no contract on the pt~ rt of the City shall be made or authoriz 

d t nor any money be appropriatedfrom any fund of the City, nor any fran chise or privilege 

or the use of any of the public streets or other public places of the City be granted or ex-

ended, nor any lands of the City be conveyed or leased, nor authority for such conveyance or 

ease pe given, otherwise than by ordinance; and provide<! further that no City ' moneys shall 
-

ver be disbursed, or drawn from any City depository, except in pursuance of a specific ap-

ropriation for some public purpose; and no appropriation of public moneys for any private or 

ndi vidual purpose shal-l ever be made. 

That SECTION 21 oe aIOOlla1led so as - to read as follows: 

SECT I ON 21. BO.lli:D OF COMMISSIONERS -- MEETING AND RULES. ~ .! Regular Meetings. 

The Bo&rd of Commissioners shall adopt and mainthln by the rules of said body fixed times and 

places for its regular meetings which ahall be held at least twice .each week. Unless otherwis 

provided b~ the ordinance rules, Mondays and Thursdays, if not legal holidays, shall be the 

days, and the Council Chamber at the City Hall shall be the place, for regular meetings. If 

ny regular meeting day' shall come on a holiday, the time for such regul a r meeting shall 

he following day. 

Rule 2. Called Meetings. Called meetings of the Commissioners may be held at any 

MB¥or or any two Commiesi onere may gi ve written notice that such meeting has been 

ed and cause such notices to be delivered to a l l other members of the Board also to the City 

lark and City Attorney; or, if any such officer be not found, then such written notices may 

e delivered by leaving the same at least Six hours before such meeting with sane adult person 

mployed in bis office or place of business. or if none, then at his place of residence; pro

that n o notice whatever shall be requisi te for any called meeting when all suah officers 

h ave a ppeared thereat; or, if any be absent, if he or they aha 11 ha ve been on his or 

request, excused therefrom by vote of the Board of Commissioners. Regular meetings and 

aIled meetings not limited to any specified matters ehall be termed general meetings. Called 

limited to consideration or action on s oecified matters Shall be termed special meet-

ngs. 

Rule 3. Presiding Officer. The . Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the Board of 

Commissioners. and shall app oint all aommittees , authorized by ordinance, resolution or order 

of the board, and shall perfonn such other duties as may be incumbent on him as presiding 

r ffi<l er. 
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Rule 4. ,Quorum and MajOrity. Any three of the ComL1issioners. shall constitute a quorum for the ' 

transaction of all business, except in cases for which a larger vote is expressly prescribed 

by the charter but the affir :::lative vote of three members of the board shall be necessary to 

the adoption. or passage by the board of any ordinance, resolution, motion, act or other meas

lUre of my kind; and three suoh affirmati ve votes shall suffice for the adoption of any meas

rure unless a larger number of votes be expressly required for any particular matter by the 

ch arter. 

Rule 5. Sessions. All regular meetings and ell called meetings and all adjourned 

sessions of any such meeting, shall be open to the public. Unless specially otherwise stip

ulated in mandatory terms, no business pending before tile Commissioners shall be concluded or 

rffected by reason of any failure to hold any meeting, or any failure to act on any matter at 

FY particular meeting, but all such business disposed of sha 11 stand over , without special 

continuance, and may be taken up for consideration or attention at any subsequent general mee~

~ng. or at any au bsequent special meeting if wi thin the pur poses thereof. 

board. 

Rule 7. Ordinances, Etc. to be in writing. All ordinances and resolutions shall be 

presented in writin~ ani filed withthe City Clerk before the adoption thereof shall be moved 
j 

by any Commissioner. Amendments of any mea:3ure may be lIloved verbally by any Commissioner, and, 

with the consent of the Commissioner offering the measure, may be written in or attached to 

such measure be for e th e f ina 1 vot e had thereon. Wheneve r any C ornmi S8 i oner sh all pre sent ver-

bally any motion or other matter for action thereon by 'the Board of Commissioners, and, be

Ilfore the vote is ordered thereon, any: other Commissioner eh81l require that such matter be 

r edUCed to writing, then such matter eball not be voted on at such meeting unless and until 

the same shall have been reduced to writ ing and f l Ied with the Ci1u Clerk. All question act

ed on by the Commissioners, both at regular meetings and at called meetings, and not there-

tofore reduced to writing, shall be reduced to writing by the City Clerk. 

Rule 8. Committe~s. Each Commissioner shall perform the duties of a standing com

mittee for hie department, and. all petitions and communications of citizens addressed to the 

board and relating to matters within the special scope of such department, unless referred by 

~he Board to some special committee, shall be referred first to such Commissioner who shall 
I 
report thereon to the Board. All such matters shall be referred promptly when presented, and 

~o Sllch matter shall be acted on by the Board before the next general meeting after the matte ~ 
I 
~s referred, unless by consent of the Commissioners of such dep&rtment. On motion of sueh 

pommissi oner at my time or on moti on of any Comnissioner at or after such next general meet-

ng, any such matter may be referred to any other city offioer for any specified service or 

"'eport within the official duties of such officer. 

Rule 9. General Ordinances. Whenever it shall be desired to adopt any ordinalces 

the eff~ct of which may be to alter, modify. amplify, detract from or add to, any existing or

ainances of a general nature covering the same subject matter, all such changes shall be made 

II 
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(a) by the amendments of seotions or paragraphs of suoh previous ordinanoes, if any, or {b} 

by the repe al of all, or a orne s ecti ona or paragraphs, of such pr evi ous or dinanc es, with or 

without the enaotment of new seotions or paragraphs in lieu thereof, or (0) by the enactment • 

of new sections or paragraphs; all of wh ich shall be done in . such manner tha t no provi sions 

newly enacted shall be in conflict with or in duplication of any previous general ordinances; 

and whenever any proposed general ordinance is referred to the City Attorney before the pass-

age thereof, it sha 11 b e his duty to examine the same together with the general ordinances re 

lating to the same subjeot matter, and to attaohto such proposed ordinance his certifioate 

in writing showing whether or not such proposed ordinanoe. in his opinion, is within the pow-

ers of the Board of Commies ioners and inconformi ty wi th the requirements of this rule, and 

thereupon to report such proposed ordinance and certificate back to the Board of Commissioner. 

Rule 10 Ordinances, Subj ects, Tit lea and Numbers. All ordinances shall be confin-

ed to one general subject matter, and shall have titles indicating their subjects and purposef , 

and the City Clerk alia 11 assign to .all ordinances consecutive numbers in the order in which 

they become effective, either by the ap proval of the uayor or in the absence of such approval 

and all ordinances maybe known and referred to by their numbers. 

Rule 11. Minutes. The City Clerk shall keep in the minutes of each meeting a record 

of 1:h e a ct ion taken a t sue h meetin.g by the Commiss ione rs on e .ach questi on considered by them, 

together with the vote as announced by the presiding officer on each question voted on, and 

also the aye Qr Bay vote of each commissioner on each ordinan.ce or resolution voted on. At 

each regular meeting the minutes C1f all proceedings of the Board since the beginning of the 

l1ast regular meeting shall be presented to the Board by the City Clerk, and shall be read in 

~ull unl ess the re a ding thereof be dispensed wi th the Board on motion; and such minutes after 

Ibeing so presented, with or without reading, s hall thereupon be approved, or corrected and 

j PprOVed, by order of the Board; whereupon such minutes shall be signed by the Mayor and be 

~ t t e s te d by the City C Ie Ik • 

ule 1 2 . Adjournments. Any meeting, reguler or called, may be adjourned by vote of 

the Commiss ioners had at such mee ti ng to any ot he r day 0 r time. as often as they may deem neo-

essuy. ~ 

~ ule 13. Rules, Effect of. It shall be the duty of the presiding officer to cause, .. 

md the right of any Commissioner to require, t:Q,e full enforcement of all rules in this sec- _ 

~ion set forth; but no ordinance, resolution or other act of the Board of Commissioners, pas-

~ed or adopted by the affi.rmB. ti ve votes of the prescri bed numb er of Commiesi oners , at 'any re

"ular meeting, or at any meeting duly called, shall ~ver be rendered invalid on account of Sly 

ailure to obserlVe or enforce a.ny other requirement or provision of the foregoing rules in .. ' 
this section contained. 

Rule 14. Voting. Each Commissioner shall have the right to vote on all quest~ons 

~oming before any meeting, unless he has some pecuniary or propri etary interest, orother dir-

ect interest therein distinct from the interests of citizens atlarge •. in which case he shall 

iisclose his interest and shall not be allowed to vote. Should any Commissioner fail or refuse 

~o vote on a ny question, or be absent from any me e ting, he shall be recorded as voting "nay. I' 

rhe vote on all ordinances sh~ll be taken by yea any nay vote on roll c e ll; or, if so requtr-

~d by any Commissioner before the c a ll of the roll is begun, shall be t aken by yea and nay 

~ote on any other measure voted on. 

Rule 15. Signed Ordinances a nd Resolut ions. At any regular meeting of the Board of 

~ommissioners, with the unanimous consen t of all manbers present, and :tin the interest of time, 
t 

r-ny ordiname or resolut ion, or any other wri Lten instrument therein referred to, except as in 

~he charter otherwise for franchises or other particulf.r cases provided, may be read and pre-· 

~--

___ ~~~_e_n_ted for consideration by title or caption only, or by a stetement of its effeot made~b~ly~t_h_E~ ____ ~ __ _ 
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Mayor or City Clerk, and the Commissioners may thereupon vote as inother cases for or against 

the passage of the ordinance or resolution so presented, end the same if passed, shall there

upon stand over for the approval or veto by the Mayor as in other cases; provided however 

I that no ordinance or resolution shall be enact ed or adopted in such manner unless the sam 

shall be approved and signed with the personal sign auures of the members of the Board of Com

missioners voting for the adoption of such measure, not to b e few er than the number prescrib

ed for its passage; and in all such c ases the ordinance or resolution in question, and all 

other instruments ther ein referred to , s hall be and remain 0 en for inspection by press rep-

resentatives or other persons interested therein; and all such ordinances. resolutions and 

other instruments if any, together with approving sign atures of such CommisSioners, shall be 

reoorded in full by the City Clerk in the ap propriate records of the City; the purpose of 

this paragraph being to expedi te public business by di-spensing with ' the full reading of long 

or formal documen ts whenever the Commissi oners deen such action to be proper. 

~hat SECTION 21-A be added to the charter following Section f. l, and to read as 

follows: 

SECTIOl~ 21A. C1 ty Clerk. The Cit y Clar shall have the custody of, and well and 

recurely keep and preserve, all gen'erel ardh1ves. records and papers of the City, including 

bnong other things original contract~, ~ deeds, releasee, proposals and other original writ

f en · instruments evidensing rights. t itlee or" immunities of fus C1 V; and it shall a Iso be 

the duty of the City Clerk to attend all meeti ngs of the Board of CommisSioners and w 11 and 

~ruly keep and preserve' ~1 ordinances, resolutions andpapers appertaining to the business 

~d proceedings of the Board of Corrmission ers, a.nd promptly and fsi t hfully to record in well 

pound books all ordinances and res olutions a. nd also true a.nd correct minutes of all proceed

ings of the Board of Commissioners; an~ he shall also make and keep a (; curate and convenient 

::files and indexeS of all of s a id archives, records and papers of whatsoever character, a nd 

I~hall be aut horized to make and (l ertify. attested by the seal of the City. (lopies of any of 

~he same; provided however that the Ci ty Audi tor shall be the custodia n of receipted vouchers 

~ati'lla tes, bills and other similar papers or qUittan ces taken in connection with payments or 

~ettlements made ~ in the routine business of the City; and the records and papers relating t o 

:the routine business of the several departroonts, divisions and officers of the City Shall be 

rept in the authorized offices of the several departments. The City Clerk shall a lso keep 

auch other records a,nd perform such other official duties as are or may be required by or 

~nder the charter. One or more assist s.nts sh all be provided for the City Clerk, and flthe City 
I 
~lerk and all of his aSSist ants shall have power to a dminister oaths and a ffirmati ons, and 

~i ve cer~~i fi cates there of. 

That SECTI ON 22 be a.mended so as to read as follows : 

SECTION 22. Mayor Pro Tempore. During 1he month 0 f June a t a regUlar meeting after 

jthe qualification of the newly elected Conm.iss ioners, or a quorum thereof, or at any time 

thereafter~en there mEW be a vacancy the the position of 1tI~or Pro Tempore, the Board of 

pommissioners shall prooeed to elect by ballot, one of their number other then the Mayor, to 
I ' 
f3erve as Mayor Pro Tempore; and in cas e of the absence, disability or remova l of the Mayor, 

the Mayor Pro 'l'empore sha 11 have an d exerci se a 11 the powers, dut i es an d- functi ons of the 

~ayor during the period of such absence, d iaabili ty or r emova 1. In the event of a vacancy in 

",he office of Mayor the Mayor Pro Tempore sha 11 recei ve the salary provided for the Mayor, 
I 
,put no other compens a~:ion. I n case ·- of the absence or disability ' of both the Mayor an d Mayor 

p'ro Tempore, the Board of COImlissimers may elect, as aforesaid, one of their members mo 

I'hsll during such absence or disability of the Mayor and Mayor pro Tempore have and exeroise 

11-11 of the powers, dut ioo snd functions of the offic e of Mayor. Any Corrmissioner acting in 
]place of the kPyor me.y be known as the "Acting .. l.ayor. ' 

< 
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That SECTION 27 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 27. Tentative Budget. Between June 1st and July 1st of each fiscal year of 

the five Commiesi oners shall consider the needS of the City in connection wi th his department 

and shall submit to the M8¥or in writing a budget estimate for such department showing in de

tail as far as practicable, the amounts of money which will be required to conduct the oper-

ations and business of said department, and eaoh diviSion thereof, and all publio work or im-

provements expected to be executed by or for said department or under its supervision. during 

the fiscal year then eurrent, stating in connection with each item the corresponding amount, 

if any, so expended during the previous fiscal year. The MB¥or shall 1hereupon consider such 

~epartmental estimates, and sha 11 submi t in w ri ting to the Board of COIl'JIliss iohers not later 

rthsn the 15th day of July of each year a ten tati v e budget f or the C1 ty at lar ge, which shall 

pontain estimates of the various amounts which, in his opinion, will suffice for the expandi

~ures of each department; showi ng f or each di visi on, off ice or service therein, in detai I as 

~ar as practicable, sal &.ries and wages, materials, supplies, equipment and other ourrent ex-

pe.:lses understood to be necessary therefor. In said tentative budget the Mayor shall also con~ ~ 

~ider and report separately a detailed estimate of all public work or improvements expected to 

pe done during such fiscal year in any and all departments as a part of the current expense-s 

~f the City; and he shall also include therein an estimate of suitable provisions for the bon

ied debt and other obligations of the City, anf for contingent expenses. Upon such tentative 

:>udget being submitted by the Mayor to the Board of Commissioners they sha 11 consider the same~ 

rod may increase, diminish or omit anyi tern. or otherwise amend sai d tentative budget, but shal~ 

)n or before the 20th day of July of such year adopt by ordinan ce a tentative budget in such 

I'orm as 1he Commissi oners may agree upon. Thereafter duri ng said fiscal year the Mayor and the 

"especti ve Commissioner in ah£i rge of each department shall be responsible for keeping the ex

)enditureB in his department within auch tentative budget. No suoh tentative budget shall con

I'ti tute an appropriation of money. unless therein expressly eo provided; nor shall it other-

wise constitute any limitation on &n y power of the Bo&rd of CommiSSioners; but the Board 

sh&ll have power by ordinanc to provide for any reapportionment of, or addition to, the t en-

tative budget or any part thereof. 

~at SECTION 29 be anended so a3 to read as follows: 

SECTION 29. City Attorney. "The City Attorney shall represent the City in all lit-

I 

iga tion to which the City may be a party, .except in caseS in the Corpor ation Court and cases 

appealed therefrom, but he sball have supervision of such cases. He shall give his opinion 

when called upon, on all legal questions arising under the city government, and attend meet

ings of the BO E.rd of CommiSSioners to give his adtice and oounsel upon the legal bspects of 

any question pending before them, when so requested." And it shall also be the duty of the 

Di ty Att orney f a1 thfully to keep and preserve good an sufficient docketa, fi les snd indexes 

Por all businessappertaining or aSSigned to the Law Division; and he shall also cause to be 

~ept and preserved in wri ting as reoords of the Law Division, the name 8 0 f wi tnesses, or other 

persons. having k nowledge of controversies, suits or claims to which the City is a party a t 

nterest, and, when praoticable, written stetements sh~wing the substance and effect of their 

nowledge of such matters; and he Shall aleo approve as to form by his signature indorsed ~ 

"hereon,all deeds, contracts snd other legal instruments prepared by him to be executed by or II 

,,0 the Oi ty, or any suoh instrumen t prepared by another when the same shall be referred to him 

)efore execution, of after care ful consider ation he find the form of such instrument to be 

lUi table and l awful and in kee ping wi th the charter and the in tent and purpose of the Boa rd of 

fommissi oners; ani he shall also fait hfully prepare and submi t in due form to effect the law

~Ul purposes in view, all proper ordinances. resolutions, deeds, contracts, releases a nd other 
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instruments and forms relating to any affairs of the City whenever so required by the Board 

of Commissioners; provided these provisions shall not be permitted to affect the force or 

valid1 ty of any contract ,of the .Ci ty otherwise duly authorized and executed. The Ci ty Attor

ney shall also be authorized to give in writing all instructions necessary to correct prac-

tices or business whreby illegal assessments or collections of taxes, or other monies, are 

being m~det and to exercise supervision of such matters for the purpose of making same con

form to the law, charter and ordinances; and it, shall also be his duty to call to the atten-

It i on of t he May or and any C ommi ss i one r or C omn is s ion er s eo ne erne d sny vi 0 Is ti on of any pro vi s ... 

ion of the charter which he may observe in connection with the affairs of the City . Two or 

more assi stants shall be provided for the Oi ty Attorn ey; one of whom shall be sepecially as

s i gned to attend to legal business relating to the assessment, levy and collection of taxes 

licenses, rentale. fees and other revenues of the City; and another of whom shall be speoiallfT 

eS8ignedto attend to all matters relating to preparation of complaints and prosecuting th 

~ame in the Corporation Court and in the County Court and other courts to which appeals may 

be had. All assistants to the City Attorney ., shall also perform such official duties as may 

be assigned to them by the City Attorney. The dockets in the office of the C!ty Attornew shal 

rhe public records, but in the interest of the due protection of the legal rights of the City 

kll other pape rs and records of said office may be withheld from public inspection unless oth 

~rwise ordered by the Mayor or Board of Commissioners. The City Attorney, acting either in 

person or by a 'uthorized assistant, shall also perfonn all other official duties which may be 

~awfully prescribed. 

That SECTION 30 be amended ~o as to include Seotion 30, 30A and Section 30B. re-

3pectively, and to re ad as fo 11 ows: 

SECTION 30. ASSESSMENTS FOR TAXATION . Par . 1. Definitions. All definitions of terms 

as provided by law and in 'the charter, except when another meaning shall arise from the con

ext, shall apply to. all terms used in the aharter and or dinances with reference to assessmen1 s 

~d taxation; and. among other tems used as aforesaid, the word "propertytl shall include and 

efer to all property, real, personal or mixed, of whatsoever kind. taxable by the City or si1-

ated in the City and not exempt from taxation; the word Plist" shall mean the lists, inven

~ories or sheets used for the rendit ion and listing of property for taxation; the term "ass

~ssment roll" or "assessment rolls fI shall meM such lists or sheets. bound, completed and 

pertified as hereinafter required; the te~ "tax roll ll or "tax rolls !' shall mean the final 

I 

~ax rolls, as prepared from the approved a ssessment lists, consisting of sheets made up to 

~resent on each sheet (1) tax duplicate, (2) the middle stub and (3) the tax receipt, or the 

"e rm tax roll may mesn any such indi vi du aJ. sheet; the term "tax abstract" sha.ll me an the book 

pr books, prepared and kept a s hereinafter provided, containing in summary form an abstract 

~f the approved assessment lists and taxes payable thereon. with columns showing the date of 

payment thereof; and the word "general" prefixed to any such terms shall indicate the lists 01 

oIls prepared in connection with the regular or annual assessments. as distinguished from BU-

~plemental assessment. 

Par. 2. General Heguirements. "Taxation Shall be equal and uniform. All property 

in this f!Gityn whether owned by natural persons or by corporations. other than municipal. 

sh all be t axed in proporti on to its va lue, whi ch sh all b e asce rtained as provided by law" 

(oonstitution, VIII, 1) and the charter; provided that all lawful exemptions shall be allowe~. 

It shall be the duty of the CommiSSioner of Taxation to inform himself as to the values of 

~axable property. and, from time to time and as fully as may be practicable, to view and in

f pect such property and to make inquiry and i~vestigation concernine the ownership, nature, 

quanti ty. locati on, circumstances and true val ue of the same, and the improvement s made on 
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any real property, and to preserve and make proper memoranda concerning such matters on the 

assessment lists, block maps or other_wise, in Sloh manner that the same shall be a.nd remain 

available for reference in connection with any property assessed. Each year, between the firs 

day of June "and 'the Last day of October. said Commissioner shall make up and complete the gen t

eral a ssessment lists, inc luding therein a 11 taxable property known or ascertained by him to 

be situated in or taxable by the City. Between the first day of June and the last day of Aug

ust of each year sai d Commies ione r sha 11 Ce US e and require all persons to list and render. 

for taxation, all property owned or held by them, and the assessment lists and rolls contain

ing such renditions and assessments shall be known as the "Rendered" lists or rolls. It 

shall al so be the duty of each property owner during said pe-riod to list and render hi prop

erty for taxation, and, when so doing to write, or cause to be written, on the list render-

ed by him, his correct postoffice address, with street and number if any. Said Commissioner 

shall also list and assess during the months of September and October of each year all proper

ty whatsoever not rendered for taxati on as herei n required, and the assessment lists and rolls 

oontaining such assessments shall b e known as the ttUnrend ered" lists or rolls. The rendered 

lists and rolls and the unrendered Ii ats md r oIls shall be mhde up and certified separately; 

and the unrendered lists and rolls may be divided into two parts, one for reSident and one for 

non-reSident owners. 

Par. 3. ASsessment Lists. -- Preparation. All property shall be, as aforesaid, 

listed, rendered and assessed for taxati on on said general as s essment lists wi th reference to the 

quantity owned or held on the first day of June of the fiscal year then current. Property pur

phased or acquired on June first Shall be listed by or for the person purchasing or acquiring 

the same. Upon each list of property being rendered by or for any property owner, or upon any 

IProperty being listed and assessed without rendition , the Commissioner of Taxation shall fix 

~d assess the valuations on all property so rendered or assessed, and shall enter the re

~pective amounts so assessed on such list opposite the several ki nds a nd descriptions of the 

property; and if any objecti ona be made to ~ such va luations or assessmen ts in any respect by 

~y person rendering such property, he Shall thereupon state such objeotion, and the Commiss

~oners of Taxati on shall not e or stamp the word "Protested" in red ink on the list containing 
,. 

~uch assessments. The Commissi oner OI Taxation shall assess all property on such lists at its -. 

true and full value, an d he Shall assess al d st ate separately thereon the value of a 11 lands. 

3.nd the value of all improvements to the realty, if my, not otherwise assessed and situated 

)n such lands; and all franchises, pri vi leges and choses in eati on; and ell other property of 

vhatsoever nature; including in such assessments all property except such a s may be exempted b v 

aw and a s in the charter provided. The form of such lists, and the affidavits thereto attach

~d, Shall correspond to those prescribed for state and county assessments, except as may -be 

ptherwi s e provided by the charter or ordinances. All lists of property rendered to the Commis

~ioner of Taxation shall be vertfied by oath or af"firmation of the person owning, holding or 

r-enderi .ng the same. It sha 11 be the duty of the C ommiss i oner of Taxat ion to make all as ses s

pent list s s how a desoripti on of the pr ope rty ass eSS ed suffic i en t to iden tify th e same, t 0-

gether with the name of the owner t be reof, as know. or supposed to be- know, or if unknown, 

then he may say "Unknown "Owner"; provided however that whenever any property shall be ass

essed on any description not absolutely misleading, such assessment shall be good whether sucb 

IProperty be rendered or be assess e d wi thout rendition; and provided further that "no aSSess-

~ent of real property sha ll be considered illegal by reason of the srune not oeing listed or 

aSsessed in the name of the owner or owners thereof" (Art. 7527), and this provision shall ap

!Ply alike to rendered and to unrendered assessments, and the saine principle shall apply to an~ 

pereo!lal property which c an be iidentlfied by such assessments &nd the description, ownership 

. 
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or looation alleged together wi th any extraneous faots. 

Par. 4. Ass essxmnt Lists. -- Binding ~ Certifioation. ;hen the Comrnissioner ot 

Taxation shall have oompleted the generBl assessment of property for taxation for each fis

cal year, he shall oause all assessment lists to be securely bound in hook form. All such 

I assessment lis tsof property rendered 1n the name of my owner or owners shall be arranged in 

such books in alphabetical order accordi ng to the names of such alleged owners. All lists up

Ion which unrendered property shall be assessed in the name of my supposed owner thereof, 

shall aleo be arran ged and bOlmd in like manner but in a separ ate series of books. All lists 

upon which any real property shall be assessed to unknown owners shall be made up and 

ed in the order of the city block numbers and shall be bound in bo S in like manner. It ehal 

be allowable to assess all unrendered property to uny-nown owners. Each suoh book or volume of 

assessment lists shall have printed or wri tten forms at the end there of in which the Commis-. 

sioner of Taxation hall make, Sign and verify by his oath, a oertifioate substantially in th 

following form, to-wit: 

" THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF BEXAR 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

. . KHOW ALL lfEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That I, the Corrmissioner of Taxa~ion of the City of San Antonio, do here 

by certify that the general assessment books or lists for the current fiscal year, to one of 

hich this certif ica te is attached, contain 8 complete and correct list of all property, real 

ersonal or mixed. subject to taxation in the said City, as far as I have been able to ascer

ain the S8ffie as provided in the chan~t er; and that I have aworn all persons listing pr operty 

o me. or have caused the same to be done, to verify the correctness of such lists, all as 

ppears therefrom; and that the assessed value of all such property. whether rendered or un

endered, set down in the proper column opposit the several kinde and descriptions of such 

roperty, is the true and correct ~aluation thereof. as ascertained by me in conformity with 

I he charter and laws; and that the foot i ngs shown in the severC=.l columns of such book or list 

are true and correot; all as i veri ly believe"'. 

The Comnissi oner of Taxation ahall cause all general assessments lists to be completed, 

land oertified as aforesaid before the first lOOeting of the Board of Equalization for th fis

cal year then current, and shall 00 such meeting deliver over to the said Boa.rd all of the 

bai d general assessment lists and books for their inspection, approva 1, correction or qual-

. zati on. 

Par. 5. Supplemental AssessmEnts. Whenever the CommiSSioner of Taxation shall dis

over 'that any taxable pro perty has been omitted from, or assessed by invalid assessment on, 

ny ass essment list or roll, general or supplementLl, of the Sarre or ahy prevI ous fiscal ye-

rs; or whenever said commiss ione r sha 11 di sc over tha t any personal property or stock of g'ood , 

ware E or merchandise held <- nd offered for sale in the City, has been brought into the City, 

or that any real property theretofore exempt has become taxable by the City, after June first 

of any fi seal ye er , he aha 11 thereupon cause such prope rty to be duly listed and rend red, or 

sha 11 list and as sess the same, on supp 1 ementa.l a SS essment lis ts and rolls, as of the years 

I ben Buch property was so omitted or assessed by invalid assessment, or as begining from the 

~ate when such property wa S brought into the City or · became taxable by the City, Upon th 

bompletion of any such supplemental assessment lists, the commiSSioner shall certify the same 

and call a special meeting of the Board of Equaiizat ion to consider such supplemental assess-

ents. The taxes payable on such supplemental assessments shall thereupon be computed on the 

baSis and at the same tax rate which wouL have applied to such property if the same had 

een assessed in the general assessment rolls of the fiscal year or years concerned; provided 
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however that as to all such property brought into the City or becoming subject to taxation 

during any fi scal year, such taxes shall be computed and collected .El:.£ rata only for that par ~ 

of the fi scal year remaining after Slch property shall be so brought into the City or become 

so subject to taxation. (See Art. 7508). 

Par. 6. Supplemental Assessments. --- Notice Etc. The Board of Equalization shall 

cause notice to be gi ven to each person snmed on such supplemen tal assessment lists as the 

owner or ho l der of my property therein assessed, or to the person rendering the same, or to 

some person in charge thereof, whenever any mch person shall be known, citing such persons 

to appear and ShC1N cause, if any, why such pr operty should not be assessed and taxed as here

in provided. All matters with reference to such supplemental &ssessments, ELnd the equalizatior 

thereof, and the collection of the taxes thereon, shall be subject to all ap i) licabJ..e provisiors 

of t he charter re lati ng to general as seSsme nt s e x c; ept in so far as in their char ter otherwis e 

provided. The Board of Comrniss ioners shall have power by ordinance to reqUire any persons own-

ing any stocks of goods, wares or merchandise brought into the City during the same or the 

preceding fiscal year for the purpos e of closiilg the same out, and bein':S so Id out on bankrupt ~ 

sales, bargain sales, auction" sales, or other special sales, to pay to or deposit with the 

City at once an, amount sufficient to cover t he taxes aSSessed bJI the City for the current fis

cal year, and also for the precediqs fiscal year, if any assessed, on account of such property 

and business, or to execute and deliver to 1b.e City a. good and sufficient bond conditioned 

for the due payment of Slch taxes; and sha 11 also have power so to provide that if such pay

Plent, deposit or bond be hot immediately forthcoming all such taxes shall be and become im

rnedia~ely due md payable, and the collection of all su~h taxes may be rmde by the same meth-

pds as f or other fu lly rm tured taxes, and shall be secure d by tax lien on such pr operty as of 

~he dat e of such ass e ssmen t. 

Par. 7. Notices. 'Whenever it shall be incumbent on the Commissi oner of Taxation, or 

:m the Boord of Equalization, to g ive to any person or persons any notice in connection wi th 

lIhe assessment, equalization or correcti on of any taxes, it sha 11 -b e sufficient to pub l ish a 

~ritten notice of such matters; or such notice may also be given by personal service thereof 

n writing on a ny ovmer of any pro ~:.erty in question, or on any person who bas rendered such 

property for taxation for the fiscal ye.ar then current; or any such notice rel e-i'i ng to protes
I 
"ed assessment s and hearings thereon, may be given by forwa.rding writ ten notice by ordinary 

pail to any such person at any address given by such person in' connection with the last ren-

ition for taxation of the property in question; and, if no such address shall appear on the 

~ists or inventory for Blch essessrent, then it shall lie sufficient to forw&rd by mail as 8-

I 
foresaid such written notice addressed to such person simply at "San AntoniO . Texas" . Notice 

~iven in any such manner shall be sufficient of itself, and cumUlative of any other notice whi.lh 

rll:\Y be given. 

Par. 8. Miscellaneous Provisions. The Com,nissioner of Taxation shall b e authorized 

ood empowered to administer and certify all oaths necessc,ry or proper to bt· 
~ 0 aln or veri fy com-

plete and correct lists and a...c;sessments of all taxable property; provided the word "affirm" 

nay be substi 1n ted in all such ' oaths for the i'lord 'sweClr lt • and h 11 b bl ~ see 0 igatory in like 

manner. Each flssistmt of deputy appointed or employed in the Assessment Division shall be ~ 
I , 

uthorlzed to act for the Comnissioner of Taxati'"'n in all tt 
WI rna ers re lating to the taking of re 

~iditions, administering oaths, makil"lO" aooeooments of t f t 
• .00 pr 0 pe r y or axe ti on , an din pr epa ri ng 

the tax rolls -or oth er records f 1h or papers 0 e Assessment Divi~ion; and the a.cts of such sub-

ordinate sha 11 be as valid am binding as if the sume were done and pe rformed by said commis-
8i oner in person. No assessmeI1t for taxation shall be rendered invalid by reason of any fail-

re v~ the part of bny officer to administer or certify any oath or affirmation 

II . ' 
or by reb son 
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of any person fai ling to subscri be any list, or by reason of any rendi t ion and assessmen t 

having been made after ~ugust 31st of any fiscal yesr, or by reason of any clerical error , 

ommission or other irregulerit¥ in any assessment list, rendered or unrendered; but all ass-

lessrmnt afterbe i ng examined and BDproved or corrected end approvedby the board of Equaliza-

ti onshall be as valid and binding as if made in full compliance !lith all prescri bed requis

Ii teB; and shall be good as to all proper ty theri n menti oned which c an be in Bny manner iden

tified by means of the description and the ownership, if ooy, therein alleged, or by mesns 

of comparing such assessment with the block maps in the Assessment Division, or with the ass

lessments of other persons having any interest in the same or sny contiguous property or in 

any pro:ferty in the aame lot, block or tract, or by me&ns of any other extraneous facts. 

Par. 9. Penal Provisions. The Board of Commissioners sha l l have, power by ordinance 

to provide for punishing all persons who may fail or refuse to make renditions of property 

for taxati on by too City, or who may fail or refus e to verify such rendi t ions as herein re

~uired , or VYho may make any false oath or affirmation concerning any matter in conllection 

~ith any such rendition, or who may make any false oath or f-ffirmation concerning any matter 

whatsoever under authorized investigation by the Board "of Equalization. 

Par. 10. General ~~ All property sha 11 be rendered, listed, inventoried, valued, 

~ssessed and equalized for taxation by the City each year in accordance with the city charter 

~nd the provisions, definitions and requirements of the ~eneral laws of Iexas relating to suc I' 

~atters in so far as the same aee applicable, or can be made applicable by substi tu ting and 

r-ea6..ing City for County, Commissioner of Tax tion for Assessor, County Assessor or Assessor 

)f Texas, or by other Similar changes of terms; provided however that the lawful provisions 

)f the ctarter shall control as to all ' such matters wherein, by express ~rovision or necessB.r J 

mplication a confli ct may exist between the chsrter and said stt:tutes; and the BOErd of Com-

missioners shall have power by ordinance to provide 8.1-1Y further l c.wful regulations not incon-

sistent wi th the charter for a.ny and all snch mat ters. 

SECT:- OH ;")OA . TAX ROLLS. -- PREPA..'tATION OF. Par. 1. In Genera.l. Upon the completion 

of the regu.lar session of the Board of Equalization, and the final certification of the min
I 
~tes of the boardfor each fiscal year, it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Taxation 

~ o prepare, complete snd certify in due fonn the general tax . rolls for the currAnt fiscal 

vear • Such tHX rolls sha,ll be prepared on rolls or sheets with rinted forms to be furnished 

py the City Audi'tor, to be securely baund in bo oks in the order of the numbers of such sheets 

~8ch of which shall have on tilEr left side thereof the "tax duplicate" for permanent record, 

ftnd in the middle a detachable stub for office use, and on the right a detachable receipt for 

issuance. Each such page of the tax duplicate, stub and receipt on the same sheet shall be 

PQ~bered indelibily with corresponding numbers, and the numbers on each successive sheet in 

~uch books shall be consecutive. The commissioner shall prepere such tax rolls on one or more 

of such sheets for each assessIrent, by entering thereon the name of the owner, if my, to 

pvhom the property is assessed, snd 'the description and valuation of the property assesS'ed, in 

~ccorda, nce with the assessme nt lists &oS approved or corrected and equalized by the Board of 

~qua1 ization, and bJ extend ing on such tax rolls the amounts of the ta.xes pays.ble on such 

property, and the totbl thereof payable on each euch page and assessment. The stubs shall be 

prepared by entering thereon th~ naroo of the person, if any, to whom such property is ass-

es sed an d the to ta I amoun t 0 f the taxes on such page. Suc h tax ro 11 s shall be combined and 1/ 

Ibound in substantially the same order and arrangement as the books containing the assessment 
!, 

~ ists. The official Signature, or authorized fac simile signhture, of the CommiSSioner of 

.~'axation shall appear on each completed page of the t~x duplicate and on the ma.rgin of each 

receipt, by way of identifying and a,!'Jproving the St-me. 

I 
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Par. 2. Certification, Auditi ng Records, Etc. At the end of eech book or volume of 

such tax roll, the Commissioner of Taxation .sh all certify tht; t said roll and all assessments ~ 

and taxes therein entered ha ve bee n carefully comp &red and computed, and are t rue and correct .. 

in accordance with the assessment lists as approved, or corrected and equalized, by the Board 

of Equali zation, and the ta.x levies for the current fisc&l year; a nd the commissioner sha 11 

state in each such certificate the included numbe r s of the tax roll sheets therein c ontained, 

and the total amount of t a xe s entered md to be collected on the tax rolls conteined in such 

volume. Upon the completion of s a id tax ro lIs said Commissi oner shall call speci!:.l mee ting 

of the Board of Equalizati Jn, and said bo ard s ball examine ' sai d general te.x rolls an d sha 11 

cause any correcti ons to be made therein which may be necessary to make same conform to the 

previous acti on of the board on said assessmen ts during its regular session, and said board 

shail, upon being satisfied as to such conformity, by its order to be ent ered i n the minutes 

of said !meting recite such examination and conformity and finally approve such genenal ta.x 

rolls for the current fisc81 year; and tru e copies of said order shall thereupon be made and 

certified by the clerk of said b oa.rd, and be attache d to each book or volume of such tax roll 

following the aforese id certificate of said Commissioner. After the tax rolls sha ll have been 

completed and certified as &foresaid the Commissioner of Taxation shall promptly fil same in 

the office of the City Auditor. The City Auditor shall thereupon examine and verifY the same 

end the certific&tes thereto, and comQute the tot bl amount of taxes collectable for such fis-

pal year, and a.f ·ver causlng to be made all corrections, if any, for showing the true aggregat e~ 

to be co l lected, shall thereupon charge upon his b ooks as in the charter elsewhere provided, 

the amounts of taxes to be collected far such fiscal year; and shall on or before the thirty 

~irst day or r5arch of such fiscal yea r deliver said tax rolls back to the Commissioner of :;;ax

~tion; and said commissioner shall thereafter well and tr uly kee p , r) reserve and use the same, 

n conformity with his powers and duties, and shall proceed on April first of each fiscal year 

~i th the collecti on of t axes :for sucb year. 

Par. 3. Corrections and Supplemental Tax Rolls. In the event any irregul£rit y , om

li ssion or error shell appe a r in my tax roll, or in my she et, sheets or volume thereof, the 

bonmiss j oner of Taxation, acting together with t he City Audi tor, and with the a~pproval of the fill 

~oard CTf Equalization granted at any time, shall be authorized to make such correotions as may .. 

pe necessary to make such tax roll or other records conform to the a pproved assessment lists 

~nd t ax le vies or any requirement of 'the charter. 
I . 
Such corrections may be mad e at any time when such irregularity may a p pear, and may likewise 

be made or ap proved & 8 aforesaid by any successor to any such officer or officers, all in such 

nanner tha t no such irregula.rity, omiss ion or error sha 11 ever estop, hinder or prevent the 

Jity f rom collecting any taxes lawfully assessed a nd levied. 'iwhenever such corrections shall b~ 

pa de, the S8l'Tle shall be certified by said c anmissioner and City Audi tor on the identi cal t ~x 

r-olls or reooz-ds so corrected, or by their certificate atta.ched thereto; and the City Audi tor 

~hall thereupon make corres. 'onding entries on his books upon which such taxes are charged, 

showing the numbers of all tax rolls so corrected, and the amount, if any, by which the taxes ., 

payable thereon are increa s ed or d t minished. ~'fuenever any a ppr ov t=? d general ass p. ssment may be 

f ound to have been omitted from any tax roll, and whenever any supplemental assessments shall 

Ibe made and approved, the Commissioner of Te.xati on Shall pre pare and certify a supplemental 

tax roll · therefor, and 0.11 buSiness connected therewi th shall conform as near as mb.Y be to 

the same matters as prescribed for the original tax rolls. 

SECTI ON 30B . TAX ABSTRACT. For each fiscal year the C.ommissioner of Taxation sha.ll 

pause to be prepared a book or boot s cont a ining anabstract showing in condensed form, w i th 

referen ce to all assessments and ad valorem taxes, the date and figures indicated by the fol-

lowin e- column headings, to-wit : _. .- .. 

I' • 

, 
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ttNarm of OWnerf! , "No . o:f Tax Receiptft , "Real Estate. Values't, ~Miscellaneous Values Tt
, ~Total 

ValueS~ t ~Taxes for General Fund~. ~Taxes for Public Schools~ , "Taxes for Improvement Dis

trictsTfj ("Dist. No .", "Values'" and tlAmount tf
) , "Taxes for Other Special Funds". "Total Taxes' , 

"'City Auditor's Reoord": ("City Collector tt
, "Back Tax Office" , nTotal Collected 'l and »Remarke"): 

provided that said book may be prepared with separate columns for any or all speoial taxes, 

if so required by ordinance , so as to ebow more oompletely the distribution of suoh taxes a

mong the several special funds; and sue h book sha 11 be known as the "Tax Abstract" . The en

tries in said tax abstract shall be made in the order of the numbers of the repective tax 

roll sheets, and all tax roll sheets made up for supplemental assessments during such fiscal 

year shall be promptly entered therein by said Commissioner of Taxation . Each page of said 

Tax Abstract shall have the following heading: "CITY O.F SAN .ANTONIO -- STATE OF TEXAS": 

"Tax Abstract Sh<JNing Summary of ' Ad Valor em Assessment s and Taxes for b'iscal Yea-r begining 

I
June 1st . 19 ___ and Ending Maw 31st, 19___ u 

and each such heading shall show whether such -assessments are rendered or unrendered, and all 

supplemental assessments shall be shown to be supplemel1tal assessments . The tax abstract shall 
~.! 

have indorsed thereon or attaohed thereto the certifioate in writing of the Corrmissioner of 

Taxation showing tbat the same contains a complete abstraot of a 11 general assessments made 

by the City for .!!& valorem taxation and of the respective amounts of the taxes levied thereon, 

and that the same has been carefully compared with the assessment lists and tax receipts and 

has been found to be t rue and correct; and for each supplemental assessment a similar certi-

ficate shall be made and attached. Said tax abstract shall be prepared and certified for and 

during each fiscal year before April let, and shall be delivered to the City Auditor along 

with the general tax rolls of such fiscal ye8.r, and shall thereafter be and remain a record 

of the office of the Ci ty Audi tor. b'rom time to time as the middle s tubs are re turned to the 

City Auditor by the Collection DiviSion, the City Auditor shall compare such stubs with the 

corresponding entries in said tax abstract and, if f Jund correct, then, for allpayments mtide 

before the tax rolls are de.9osite~ in the City Back Tax Office, the City Auditor shall enter 

in the column headed "City Collector" the date of suoh pay,ent; or if the payment be ..made -"-the 

tax rolls are deposited in the Baok Tax Office he shall enter the date of suoh payment in the 

column headed "Back Tax Office" ; and in either case the City Auditor shall enter, in the col

tumn headed "Total Collected", the total amount paid, including the taxes and also, if any, th~ 

interest, penalties and costs thereon. If any error or omission in such colleotions be found 

~y the City Auditor he sh~ll promptly re p ort the same to the Commissioner of Taxation, and 
I 
r ause and re uire the same to be rectif~e- d at once. Said ~['ax Abstracts shall, generally speak· 

ing, be so deSigned, kept and used by the City Auditor as to maintain a continuous audit ' of 

all assessments and collections by the City on account of ad valorem taxes for the various 

fiscal years &fter this section shall go into effect. 

That Section 31 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 31. COLLEC ':;: IONS. ~. 1. l!! General. The Commissioner of Taxation shall re 

peiva and collect directly throu'Sh the Collection Division all ad valorem taxes and o-.; cupatioJ 

~a.xes, and all license fees p~able on a -n annual basis; and he shall also receive and collec~, 

p.s may be provided by charter or ordinance, any and all other fees, rentals. dues, and moneys 

of every character which vre or may be payable to the City from any person. in any manner or 

~or any pur ~) ose; and as & pa rt of sai d dntie s he shall recei ve from any and a.ll off ic ers of 

I~he City in other departments all fees, dues or other moneys which a,uch officers m~ receive 

I br collect on behalf of the City; and he shall require a;ld supervise the due collection and 

. ~eturn of all such sums regardless of the depa.ctmFnt to whioh such officer may belong; said 

)ommissi one r shall also cause and re quire proper rec 'eipt s in due form to be issued for all 
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sums whatsoever so collected or received, either in his department -or in any other department, 

all of vmich r eoei pts aha 11 be is.sued ,, n print ed receipt forms which shall be furnisbed by the ~ 

City Audit'or brond in book form, indelibly numbered and otherwise safeguarded and in conform- III 

ity with the charter and ordinances. 

Par. 2.. Ad Valorem Taxes. The Commiesi oner of Taxation shall not be authorized to 

collect or receipt for any ad valorem taxes except upon the tax rolls and tax receipts pre

pared as prescribed by the charter, or upon copies thereof if authorized by ordina.nces in th~ 

event of the loss or destructi on of the o.riginals. Upon the payment of any such taxES, the 

commissioner, or any authorized subordinate officer in the Co l lection Division receiving such 

payment, shall at once sign in his official capacity, his name upon the appropriate tax dup

licat e, and shall enter thereon the date of such pa~ent. The tax receipt and midd le stub 

sha 11 be detached when such payment is made, md such tax receipt shall then be signed, and 

dated and shall have affixed thereto the city seal authorized to be used by the Collection 

Divis i on, and such receipt shall then be deliver ed to the parson making suc h payment. 

The middle stubs shall be preserved by the Commissioner of Ta.xation and shall be filed in the 

office of the City Auditor eneach Monday with the. weekly distribution sheet, or daily if so 

required by ordinance. Whenever a.ny taxes are paid upon which ant interest, penalties or cost:> 

have accrued the same shall be entered by items on the tax duplicate, stub and receipt for 

the taxes on which such incidents accrue; and when suits have been brought for the recovery 

of any such taxes, the ·court costs shall b e ascertained and collected and shall also be en

tered on such tax duplicate, stub and receipt. No person shall detach any such tax receipt 

or stub unless the taxes entered thereon, a nd all authorized interest, penalties bnd costs, iJ 

any, on such taxes, shall have been first paid in full as in the charter provided. 

Par. 3. Delinquent Taxes. On April first of each year, or earlier if so provided 

by ordinan ce, the Commissi ooor of Taxati on, togttthEfr wi th the City Auditor, shall compare 

and check the tax rolls of the last preceding fiscal year agL. inst the tax abstract for such 

year, and shall see that the dates of payment of all such taxes theretofore collected have 

been entered in the column of such tax abstract headed City Collector; and that for all un-

collected taxes the tax receipts remain in said tax rolls; and they shall enter or stamp the ,.. 

words "Back Tax Office" in the tax abstract, in the column headed Ci ty Collector, oPPosite .-

each am ount of such uncollected taxes; and thereupon they sh all turn over to said Back Tax 

Office, the tax rolls for such preceding fiscal year. Said Back Tax uffice shall be a branch 

of the Collection Division, end shall b e cqnducted under the immediate management of an of-

ficer of the City to be known as the "Ci ty Back Tax Collector~, whose duty it shall be dili

gently and faithfully to keep and preserve in said office full and accurate records, ii les, 

indices, accounts and dockets, showing all delinquent ad valorem taxes at any time assessed 

by the City and remaining unpaid, and showing all suits and other proveedings made or institu1-

ed for the collection thereof; and also f &i t hfully to kee p and preserve each and every tax ro~l. 

unpaid tax receip t or other record deposited in such office and evidencing any such delinquan~ 

tax o~ revenue; and correct statements of any such unpaid taxes, and all interest, penalties 

and costs chargeable. t hereon, to prepare and render on demand of any person interested thereir: 

and making payment of the fees, if any, payable for such statements as rE quired by ordinance. 

and also at all times to make full use of the facilities, records and authority of said offiCE 

in demanding, r equiring snd enforCing the payment of all such delinquent taxes, with lawful 

interest, penalties and costs thereon; and also to prepare and furnish as may be required by 

the Law Divisj on of the City in connecti on with pend t ng or proposed legal proceedings for the 

Co l lection of any such taxes or revenue s, accura.te statements, e "vidence and information prom-p

tlyand in such form and order as same may so be required; and alSO to do and perform a ll su er 
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o the duties wi th reference to such collections as may be re quired by the Board of Commissi ol-

ers or by the Commissioner of Tax tion, provided however th~t no estoppel shall ever arise, 

Iby reason of any error or omission in any such b< ck tax stbtement , to prevent the City from 

collecting any amount ls.wfully payable on account of any such back taxes . Upon the payment o~ 

any such back taxes being tendered, the City Back Tax Collector shall prepare and certify a 

wri tten statement ther eof , including interest , penalties and costs , all in accordance wi th 

the -tax rolls for the respective years delinquent and- the charter and ordinances of the City , 

and sh all present such sta tement to the City Collector, detaching and presenting therewith 

the tax recei pts , wi t h the middle stubs- thereof, for eny taxes to be wholly satisfied by 

such payment . If the C1 ty 8 olle ctor fund such paper s and th e amount ten dere d to be cor rect, 

he shall receive such paymen t and execute such receipt on behalf of the City and the Commis

sioner . All other proviai on s of the ch&r ter relating to the collection of taxes shall apply 

to collections of such delinquent taxes , in so far as such provisions a.re applicable. 

The City Back Tax Collector shall give to the C1ty an official bond in a sum not to i) e less 

than Ten Thousand (~lO , OOO,OO) Dollars . 

Par . 4 . Tax Separations --- ~ ¥ade. In case any real pro perty has been rendered 

or assessed in bulk as an ent ir e pr oper ty, and parts of such l)rOperty shall come to be owned 

by different persons, and any such p erson ahall des i re t o have sepa r a t e d and pay the t axes 

on his part of such pro per ty apart from t he taxes on such entire property , then such person 

may petition the Board of Commissi oners for the desired separation, snd in such cas e shall 

make a deposit of money wi th the Comnissi oner of Taxation sufficient to pay all amounts due 

on account of his part of the taxes on such reel ' property , together with the taxes on any 

personal property assessed therewi th ; and shall attach to such petition a plat showing the 

lines and dimensions of the entire pro perty and of his pro [Jerty, an d all improvements thereon , 

together with affidavits of at least two persons showing the value of his property and the 

value of the remainder of such entire property . Upon such petition being presented, the Board 

of Conmissioners may, in its discretion order such sep1.ration, and fix the anount payable 

on account of the taxes and property a s separated; provided that the taxes on all improvement~ 

shall be paid with the taxes on the lend on which such improvements are situated, and the a

~ount of the taxes payable to the Ci ty on the entire property shall not be r educed by fi!J.y SUC l 

separation; and provided further that, b efore granting any such separr tions, the Board of 

Dommissicners Shall cause notice to be given to ea ch owner of any part of such entire proper

ty , stating the amount due on the entire property and the amount proposed to be paid, and re-

~uch property for the remainder of s E, id t a xes shall continue as before . Separat ions of taxes 

::In distinct lots, blocks or parcels of real esta te separately assessed and valued may be made 

by the Commissioner of Taxation, in his discretion, a ccording to the separ&te valuations 

placed thereon; but no such separation shall be made in such manner a s to divide the taxes on 

9.ny building si tuat ed ontwo or mor e of such lots, blocks or parcels. 

Par . 5 . Tax Separations . --- Paymen1§ and Receipts. Whenever any separation shall be 

nade as in the charter provided, the original t ax receipt and middle stub shall be kept at-

tached t 0 til e tax duplicate, en d the separat ion a nd payment sha 11 be noted in red ink on such 

tax: roll by the commiss ioner who shall a t onc e prepare in proper fonn a special separation re-



220 

eipt to be issued on payment of the taxes so separated. All such separa tions a nd receipts 

k hall be ent ered p.ud prep ared in th e order of date in a special "Separat i on Roll" consisting 

of printed forms corresponding to the forms used for the g eneral tax rolls. Each such sep-

ara,tion receipt shall ha ve printed thereon "Separation Recei pt ] 0 . " and shall 

Iso refer to the numb er borne by the orie inal tax receipt, and all such separation recei pts 

show and describe the identical property and the fiscal years on which such payments are 

and otherwise conform to the original ta.x rolls. Whenever the reroo.ining taxes shall be 

aid on any such original tax rolls on which separs tions have already been granted, other se

ara.tion receipts therefor sha ll be prepared &nd issued, and all things done as in the first 

"nstance . All taxes on personal or mixed property assessed on the same tax ro l l with any real 

state shall be secured by the tax lien on all property on such tax roll, and no separation of 

y taxes Essessed on such tax roll sh &ll be m&de unless the taxes on such persQnal or mixed 

roperty shall be paid in connection with the issuance of the first separation receipt; pro-

vided however that any real property which W&S homestead property at the time when any levy 

taxes may have bee n made for any fiscal year may be separa.ted so that suchproperty during 'th 

continuance of its homestead character. shall be liable only for the taxes fue t h ereon . When

ever any such separations shall be authorized and made, the Coamissioner of Taxation shall re 

ort same in writing to the City Auditor, as elsewhere in the charter provi ct ed , at least once 

each month . 

Par . 6 . Special Assessments. The Commissioner of ~laxation shall also co l lect direct

ly through the Collection Divis'J.on all moneys payable to the Ci ty for its own benefit. or, 

required, he shall likewise recei v and ·collect all moneys payable to the Ci ty for th 

of 0 ther persons, on account of any sum or rums specially assessed by the Ci ty agains 

y real property, or the own er thereof, on account of stree t improvements, or other special 

any, and shall receipt for the same as hereinbefore provided . 

Par. 7. Incidentsl Collections. Whenever arry officer not in the Collection Division 

the Department of Taxation is by any ordinance authorized or directed to collect on behalf '-' 

the City , any fees, rentals , dues, or other moneys in connection with the functions of his 

ffice, it shall be the duty of such officer to m&ke and receipt for such incidents.! collect

"on in conformity with the regulations provi d ed therefor, and daily returns thereof to make to 

Collection Division . Each officer making smh incidental collections shall prepare , cer

and file with the City Audi tor on the first day of each month a wri tten r port of all 

collections made by him during the preceding month , Showing for each sum so collected the 

date of the receipt issued there~or, the name of the person making such payment and 

pur pose and amount thereof; provided that when receipts ar issued showing said 

etails a nd duplicate copies thereof are filed in the Collection Division with the daily :re

turns , and then transmitted to the City Auditor, such monthly reports may be abbreviated; and 

11 such me tter s s ha 11 be suo j ec t to fu rt her regula ti on by 0 rdinanc e . 

Par. 8 . DepOSits and Deposit Warr t:nts . The CommiSSioner of Taxation shall make dai

ly deposits in an authorized City Depository of all moneys collected or received by him on be

alf of the Cit y a nd not already deposi ted; and each deposit So made shall be accompanied by 

I 

temporary or dai ly deposi t warran t au th ori zing su ch de posi t . Such daily deposi ts shall be 

ade and shall be entered by the City Depositary, in the total lump sum of each deposit, and 

hall be kept WRiting the weekly distributi on , c,redi ted in a general deposit a.ccount of the 

ity to be termed the TlDistribution Account" . On Monday of each week the CommiSSioner of l ax-

tion shall prepare, certify and file with the City Auditor a weekly distribution sheet show

ng the total collections of money made by the Collection Division during the entire preceding 

Mreek , and the respective funds and accounts , and the fiscal years , to which such moneys belon , 
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and the amount distributed to each such fund and account; and at the same time he shall pre

pare a final or weekly deposit warrant, in conformity with said distribution sheet; and ther -

, upon all collections of city moneys as shown by said Distribution Account, shall be duly ap

portioned, distributed and credi ted to the appro [l riate permanent funds and acc ounts, both on 

the books of the City Offices and on the books of the Cit,y depositories. All such depositwer 

I
rants both daily and weekly, shall be prepared and signed i n tr i plicate by the Commissioner 

10f 'raxation on indelibly numbered forms to be provided and kept in bound books which wi th th 

I stubs t hereof shall be records of the office of the -City Auditor; and every such deposit war 

I

rant, daily or weekly, before b eing use d as authority for such deposit or distribution, shal 

be presented t 0, and e. pproved by the signa ture of, - the Ci ty Audi tor. One copy of each such 

deposit warrant, daily and weekly, shall be left with the City Depository, and one copy bear 

ing an acknowledgment by the city depository of the deposits or credits so made, shall be re 

tJ.rned at once by said commissi oner to the City Auditor, and the other co py shall be retain

ed by the Commiss ioner of Taxati on. 

Par. 9. Cash~, Reports, ~. The Commissioner of Taxation shall kee p a daily 

ca,sh book in the Collection Division showing by items all city moneys coilected or received 

by him for each day, and from whom am. for what su ch items were received; and he shall also 

I prepare and fi Ie with the City Auditor at t be end of each month and at the end of each fis

cal year, a statement showing the total colI ections made b~y him during such period, and the 

respective funds, accounts, and fiscal years of the City to which such collections belong; 

and he shall also perform all other oifi'cial duties and conform to Such other rules and reg

ulations for the conduct of the business of his office as may beprescribed by the Board of 

Commissi one rs. 

That the Charter be amended by adding thereto SECTION .3 1A, to read as follows: 

SEC TIOI'l 3lA. TA.c:: .r.J'tlE~DME1~ iS , 1917, take effeot, i'iH~N . All provisions of the charter 

amended or adopted in 1917, relating to aSSessment and collection of ad valorem taxes, and 

ocoupation taxes and license fees payable on an annual basis, shall take effect on and after 

June ist. 1917; and for all of fiscal year 1916 the charter provisions existing pr i or to the 

1917 amendment s ah all continue in effect. 

That Secti on 32, inc Iud ing all the paragraphs thereof, be amended so thb t the same 

shall read as follows: 

SECTION 32. City Depositories. Par . 1. -- Selection. During the month of July of 

year, the B08rd of Commissioners shall cause ten days' notice to be given by publication 

nviting the banks and trust companies of this City to file with the City Clerk. on or before 

specified ti,-: e, sealed propos [1ls in writing, for the deposit of the monies belonging to or 

On custody of the City, such proposals, or bids, to state the interest on daily balances 

hich will be paid on such deposits; and at any intervening time when occasion may arise for 

he selection of a depository for any or all monies of the City, the ~ ommissioners shall pro-

eed in like manner. The Commissioners shall also be suthorized to require from e &ch bidder, 

d to consider in connecti on wi th SLi d bids, addi tional proposals for lending to the Ci ty 

all or any part of the money which the Ci ty is authorized to borrow to provide for paying in 

~C6Sh its current exvpnditures. The Commissioners shall be authorized to reject any and all 

such bids which shall not be made to conform to the needs and recuirements of the City. All 

such bids shall be opened and read at a regular meeting of the CommiSSioners and if a pproved 

roposals shall not be received, new binds shall be invited as before. When approved propos

Is are received, the Commmsaioners shall by vot e accept such proposals, subject to the giv

~ng and approval of the required bonds. The Commissioners may, if consistent wi th the notice 

and proposals, select one or more depositories, as may be deemed for the best intersts of 
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the Ci ty. 

~. 2. Deposi tory Bonds. Eac};l bank or trust company selected as sue h ci ty deposi t- ~ 

ory shall promptly make, execute and deliver to the City a good and lawful bond, payable to III 

the City of San Antonio and guara nteeing the C1t,y from all loss on account of such deposits; 

said bond to be such bS shall have the approval of the Mayor, with the concurrence of the 

Board of Commiesi oners a s to form, amount and sufficiency; and each such bond, if spersoaal 

bond, shall have three or more solvent sureties who shall own unencumbered and non-exemptreal 

estate in Bexar County, Texas, assessed for taxation at a value not less than the amount of 

such bond; or any deposi tory may mske such bond in some approved bondi ng company or compaaies 

duly authorized to make and execute the same; and each and every bond gi ven by any ci ty de

posi tory, in addition to being a bond required by law, shall have full force in accordance 

with its face, tenor and ef f e c t as a common law obligation; provided, that if at any time the 

City shall have, or expect to have, any monies or funde for de Qosit in any city depository in 

excess of the amount of the bond or bonds g iven by such depository; or if for any reason, or 

at any time, the Commis.sioners may deem a new bond necessary for the .protection of the City, 

the Commissioners shall by resolution require such depository to execute a new bond, or an ad-

ditional bond, under requirements si~ilar to those prescribed for the original bond, and so as 

to make such security wholly sound and at le fist equal to the amount of the monies or funds to 

pe protected; and any such additional bond, unless otherwise prov ided, shall be general &nd 

~umul~tive security, or the same may be limited to secure deposits of special funds; and un

~ess such new or additional bond be given within five days, the Commissi oners shall proceed as 

pefore to select and designate a new depository for s£.id monies; and, provided further, tht.t 

~he liability of the principal and sureties on all city depository bonds shall conti :w.e in ful[l 

~orce and effect to secure the monies belonging to or in custody of the C1 ty and at a._ ~ y time 

ieposited in such depOSitory, until such moneys Shall be fully account r d for and all remaining 

ieposits transferred to some newly deSignated depository; but if, in any event, more than one 

vear shall have elapsed since any depository was last deSignated, the Commissioners shall, on 

IVri tten demand of such depository or any surety on its bond, proceed at unce to select and des-

~gnate a new depository in lieu of such existing depository. 

Par . 3. Designation. Whenever banks or trust companies selected as city depOSitories ~ 

have gi ven to the City acceptable bonds, the Commissi oners shall by ordinance approve such 

fondS and formally designate such banks or trust companies as city depositories. If more than 

one bank or trust company be so designat 0d for the Shffie period, such ordinance shall indicate 

~n a general wa y he part or proportion of the city moneys to be deposited in each, and shall 

~how the rete of interest to be re cei ved by the Ci ty th preon; and such ordinance shall also 

show the am ount, terms and conditions of the loans, if any to be maue to the Oi ty by such de

~ository, and the rate of interest payable by the City thereon, together with any special a-

~reement s wi th r af erenc e to s id business. 

Par. 1. Depdsits. Upon the designation of a new city depository being made, the com

lissioner of ~raxati on shall pr omptly csu£e the required deposi ts of ci ty moneys to be trans-

'erred to such newly designated depository, and cause further deposi ts to be made therein from 

:;ime to time pursuant to the arrangement made therefor, but no such city moneys shall be dep-

sited in or transferred to any city depository except in accordance with deposit warra!1ts sig 

ed by the Corrmiss ioner of Taxation and approved in writing by the City Auditor, all in ac

ordance with the charte);. Daily depOSits of city moneys shall be made on daily deposit wa.r-

rants temporarily in a general account to be termed the "Distribution Acoount", but no city 

I

warran t or treasurer's check shall ever be drawn aga. ins t S ai d acc ount. All moneys so depos-

ited shall be transferred each week in accordance with the weeJrly deposit warrants fr om said 
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Distribution Account to the accounts for the respective permanent funds of th City , and 

shall there after be keJ>t, disbursed and accounted for as belonging to such permanent funds. 

And the city depOSitories shall also keep such other city accounts as are or may be required 

by or under the chbrter. All deposits in any ci ty deposi tory shall bea r int erest on daily 

balances as elsewhere in the char ter provided . 

Par . 5. Disbur semen ts. All disbursement s of such ci ty moneys by ci ty deposi tori es 

shal l be rmde on presentat ion hlld surrend er of trea s urer's checks drawn by the Ci ty Trea urel 

on a specified city depositorj based on, identifying, issued to take up and accompanied by a 

cit y warrant theretofore duly issured; and such treasurer's checks shall be drawn only when 

the City shall have toits credit in such depository ap propriate funds suffieient for the pay

ment thereof . and when so drawn shall be paid by the ci ty deposi tory therein specified . Each 

city depository , before paying any treesur'er's check, shall, at it s peril, inform itself 

that such check, together wi th the ci ty ~a.rrant paid and taken up there 'by, is drawn pursuant 

to law and the chsr ter; provided however , tha t in case any ci ty depository shall be in doubt 

as to the validity of any such warrant or check, it may refuse payment of such check, and r 1-

quire 'that such wazr-rant and check be confirmed by the Comnissioners; but upon the same being 

confirmed by ordinance, and such ordinance certified to the city depOSitory , it shall be the 

duty of such deposi tory to make payme nt the same as for other treasurer ' s checks and , pro

vided further, tha.t When city moneys are authorized to be transferred from one city deposit

ory or fund to another city depOSitory or fund such transfer shall be effected by treasurer's 

checks drawn ag~ inst the city deposito ry ho Iding 8 uch City moneys and the appropriate funds 

and ace aunts t herein, paya ble to such second deposit ory or fund and deposi ted therein, to-

Il

gether with a deposit warrant author izing such deposits and specifying the funds a Dd accounts 

li

to which the same belong. 

~ • .§.. Lo t:ns .!.2 the City . The city depository sha ll never receive interest on any 

city warrant, or discrunt any city warrant, and any contract for that purpose shall be VOid ; 

Ibut the Conmissi oners shall have pwwer , subject to limi ta. ti ana herein made for tax rates and 

city expenditures, and in anticipation of the receipts of its taxes, revenues and dues for the 

tr iBCS. 1 year the n au rrent, by 0 rdinanc e to pr ovi de for paying in cash any or all expendi tures 

pf the Ci ty to be ma de in and for such fiscal year , and for such purpose to co ntract to bor

row money an d to pay i nt er est t her eon at not excee ding six (6) per cent per annum; and to 

pledge the taxes , revenues and dues of the City to be collected for such fiscal year in anti

pipation of which such sums are borraved, as securi ty for the payment of the sums so borrowed 

and the interest thereon ; and to authorize and cause the issuance of motes of the Ci ty evid

encing such indebtedness; a nd to obligate the Ci ty to make lawful provisions for the levy and 

collection of sufficient and applicable taxes, revenues, dues and funds for such fisc a l yesr 

~or the payment for the sums so borrowed; provided that whenever my sums have been so bor

!T ON ed on account of the general fund of a n y specifi ed fiscal year, the general fund for such 

lVear as pledged to secure such loans shall be deemed to embrace all avai lable parts of the en 

bir e general fund, inc lUdi ng t he unc ollected general fund taxes for eny and all previous fis

~al years, subject only to other pledges and obligations outstanding ag~~ inst such former fis 

~ al years; and all colle cti ons 0 f del inquent taxes on ace oun t of the gener al fund shall be ap. 

~lied as aforesaid to the full sa.tisfact i on of all such outstanding pledges, obligations and 

~oans before any other appropriation of such deli nquent taxes shall be made; and provided fur

fl her that such loans to the City may be contracted for with any city depository, or with any 

pther lender offering a secure arrangement and a lower rate of interest; and all sums so bor-

I

rowed aha 11 be 

t he City to be 
paid by the lender to the City de posit or de posits of money to the credit of 

made in one or more of its authorized city depositories. 
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Par. 2.. Application of Funds and Heturn of Vouchers. No city warrant in any manner 

taken up by a bank or true t company designat ed as a ci ty dep os i tory sh a 11 ever und er any 0 ir 

cumstanoes be sold, transferred or assigned after the same shall have been paid or a.t any tim~ 

when suoh deposit ory shall have deposited therein any moneys to the oredi t of the Cit y which 

could in any manner be made applicable to th e payment of such ci ty warran t: but onrequest of 

such deposi tory the City shall make the proper application of all available funds and issue 

treasurer's checks to the amount thereof in payment of any such ci ty. warrants whcih may re-

unpaid. Whenever eny treasurer's c heck shall be paid by any city depository upon which the 

same is drawn. s mh check and the ci ty warrant taken up therewi th shall be and become mare 

vouchers, and shall be stamped by such depository with the word "PAID". the date and the nam~ 

of the City depository . and be surrendered to and filed with the City Auditor each month with 

the monthly report to be made by such city depository. 

Par. 8. Reports, Etc. Each city depository, within the firstten (10) days of each 

month. shall make and certify to the City in triplicate a written report showing deposi ts in. 

disbursements from. and balance remaining in. each separate fund and account of t he City in ~ 

suc h deposi tory dur ing t he pre cedi ng mont h; and the deposi tory sh all file one copy th er eof in II1II 

the office of the City Audi tor, and deliver one c opy to the Mayor and one to the Commiss ioner 

of Taxation ; and the City Auditor shall, within ten (10) days after receiving such report, 

carefully examine the same and file wi th the Ci ty Clerk his certificate showing his approval 

or disappro'U'al thereof; and the city depositories shall also perform all such additional dut-

ies as may be prescribed by ordinance. 

That SECTION 32A, to follow section 32, be add e d to the charter; 

S~CTION 32A. City Funds. The funds and accounts of the city finances shall include 

the General Fund and the special funds; and the special funds shall inc lude the sinking funde, 

the improvement funds, the passive trust funds. and other special funds. All collections of 

!the revenues and income of the City made for each and every fiscal year shall be sep&rately 

!kept End accounted for as such in the books of the various city offices, and shall be by the 

authorized o.rficers of the City distributed to the respective funds and accounts to which the 

b arne belong. The Cleneral Fund shall be us ed primarily for the payment of current expenses of 

~h e City, and shall include the general fund collections of the ~ity for any and all fiscal 

~ears subject only to outstanding obligations; but the general fund collections for each fis-

:!al year shall be accounted for in the city offices as separate funds and in separate and dis-
-

tinct accounts . To the extent of the outst&nding obligations, if a ny, remaining payable out 

of the Ge~eral Fumd of any previous fiscal year, the same shall after the expiration of such 

fisc8.1 year. be kept, identified and maintained as a separate fund and account, both in the 

city offices Rnd also in the ci ty depositories, unti 1 all such outstanding obligati ons are 

paid or barred; but all such collecti ons for the J: eneral Fund of .fJrevious years over and a-

rt> ove such outstanding obligations shall be at once automatically transferred to, and there-

bft er kept and ac counted for in, the Back Tax ~eneral Fund and shall thereupon be and become 

~ or all purI-'oses an availa.ble part of the curr ent General Fund . The Back Tax Gener&l :b'und, 

;however, shall be kept as a separate and distinct fund and account in the books and records of 

~he city offices sad city depositories; and all collections accruing to the Back Tax General 

li'und as aforesai d shall be distributed to said fund in the weekly distribution sheet, or othert

~ise transferred to said fund in the weekly distribution sheet, or otherwise transferred there ~ 

~o. 1~ 0 oi ty warran t s hall ever be dra.wn against the Back Tax jeneral :B"und , but th e amount de

posited therein may be frum time to time, as may be provided by ordinance, tr&.nsfel'red by trea~

~rer's checks to the 1eneral Fund for the current fiscal year. ~he sinking funds shall include 

he General Sinking f'und as heretofore provided and kept for all outstanding bonds of the Ci ty 

.-
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at large issued prior to the year 1913, and shall also include separate funds rod accounts 

which shall be provided and kept for eac~ distinct issue of the bonds of the City at large 

issued for any purpose in the year 1913 or at any time thereafter. bnd for each district im-

.-

provement bond issue of wh atsoever date. The improvement funds of the City shall include sept

arate funds and accounts for the proceeds of e&. ch issue of bonds for the purposes of any pub-

lic improvanent, and alQo separate funds and accounts for any and all other revenues, income 

lor moneys which may be in any manner levied, collected or received fiS a speoial fund for ex

penditure by the City for any specified public work or improvement . The passive trust funds 

shall include all moneys levied, collected or receiv~d by the City , either for public expen

dit\lre directed by other persons, or to be paid over to other persons for their own use, such 
\ 

as -caxes collected for the benefit of the [)ublic schools or the Carnegie Library, or money 

ipollected by the City for other persons on account of priv,ate sewers, special assessments, 

and like mat ters; a nd all such passi v e trust funds shall , unti I paid over by the Ci ty to the 

persons authorized to receive same, be deemed to be moneys belonging to the City. and be pro

I ~ected, disbur"'ed &nd accounted. for in the same manner as li>ther city monies . Other special 

~unds of the City Shall include moneys which may be levied, collected or received by the City 

'Por any particular and s pecified purpose. 

That SECTION 3 2B to follow Section 32 A be added to the charter to read as follows: 

SECTION 32B . CITY WARRANTS . Par. 1. In General. When authorized by appropriation, 

ci ty warrants shall be issued by the Ci ty evidencing a 11 audited and established indebtedness 

of the City. paya.ble cut of its ap propriat e funds, and the moneys deposited therein or to be 

collected therefor, including as to participbting funds all revenues and income of the currenLi 

Piscal year. The fonn of each City warrant issued Shall be such as to show its date , name of 

payee, amount payable , the date and number of the ordinanue making the appropriation, th 

flumb er of t be Auditors disbur sement voucher, the fund and acc ount aga inst which t b3 same is 

~rs."Nn , and the purpose and consideration for which the payment is authorized, including a 

t-eference to the department and divi sion f or which the same is issued . All city warrants shal 

De consecutively numbered in a separ&te serie s for each fund, general or special . City war-

t'ants shall be prepared by the City Auditor , and shall be executed by being signed by the per

lonal signature of the Mayor, al d attested by the signature of the City Clerk wi th the Seal 

f the City thereunto affixed . After execution city warrants shall be returned to the City 

uditor who shall approve the same by his signature thereon , and make delivery th ereof t o the 

payees, taking proper receipts therefor. or recei ving other papers, all in accordance wi th th~ 

condi t ions presori bed. Ci ty warrant s evidencing indebt Adness of the City f or the immediate 

payment of which funds or credits are available, shall have treasurer's checks attached therer

~o when issued. When funds or credits for immediate payment are not available city warrants 

~uly authorized shall be issued as certificates of indebtedness, but without treasurer's ch

~cks attached; and thereafter when the a ppropriated funds are available treasurer's checks 

'~ba.ll issue in due order for the payment of all such outst~' nding and unpaid city warrants on 

presentation and surrender thereof. l~ otwith ·sts.,nding a [!ything elsewhere in the charter con

tained there shall be no priority as to the right or time of nayment as between city warrants 

~or which treasurer's check have at any tim issued, nor shall city warrants paid by such 

treasurer's checks be subject to any such priorities in favorof the holders of any city war

,rants for which treasurer's checks have not b r'en issued; but such priorities shall subSist 

~s between city warrants for the payment of which no treasurer's checks have been issued, and 

~he officers of the City shall be charged wi t h the duty to observe such priorities, in the is

~uance of treasurer's checks for the payment of such city warrants. 

, 
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Paragraph~. Auditor 's Disbursement Vouch~ No city warrants authorizing the dis 

bursement of any money of the City,whether elonging to the general fund or any special fund, ~ 

shall ever be issued until auditor 's vQ\lchers duly executed and countersigned shall have been ... 

fi Ie d in the offic e of t and ap pr oved in w ri t ing by, the City Auditor. Audi tor's vouchers aE 

hereby intended shElll consi st of written vouchers in such form as shall be prescribed by the 

City Auditor in accQrdance herewith, to be pre pared by the chief of the city division, whether 

the s&me be estims.tes, pay-rolls, certificates, requistions, statements or other a r1propriate 

fonne, specifying for the proposed disbursements, the names of the payees, and the amounts, 

items, purposes and considerations, and the date and nature of any contracts, claims or adjud-

ications concerned, and the numbnrs of the appropria.tion ordinances authoriz ing such disburse-

~ents ; and such vouchers shall also show the receipt by the City of the corresponding consid

erations. Such auditor's vouchers sha.ll have attached there to such claims, statements, bills, 

releases, order or other original papers as may be required by the City Auditor to show more 

completely the facts concerning the liability of the City or the satisfflction thereof. Due 

:execution of such auditor's vouchers shall consist of the certification thereon by the chief 

of the appr.opriate ci ty di vision to which, or under the authorized supervision of 'i,~ ' hich, the 

property, things, servi ces or other considerati OIlS menti oned ha.ve been deli 'fered or furnished 

to the City , or in connecti on wi th the functions of which the liability of the City has other

wise been e:st£blished, showing that the amounts mentioned" are due to the persons named under ttle 

brovisions referred to, all a.s the SOOle a Yl pear in such vouchers; including, as a part of such 

~ue execuTion, SI1ch further wri tten approval or certification thereon by any other officer of 

pfficers of the City as ms,y be required by charter or ordinance. The countersignature of such 

~uditor's vouchers sha 11 consist of the personal Signature of the commissioner of the depart

~ent who shall affix such countersignature thereon wheneVer he shall be satisfied that all matr-

flers in connection therewith are authorized and reguls.r. Each auditor's voucher shall also con-

"ain a s a part of the form the reof a proper receipt which sha 11 b e executed by the person to 

tThom tr..e ci ty warrant is payable before such city warrant shall b e delivered to such payee. 

The City Audi tor shall never approve any such voucher unbess he find that the same has been 

duly executed and countersigned and that all other requirements of the charter or of the Board ~ 

of Commissi one rs ha va been co mplied with; provid ed however th Ht in case 0 f the a bs enc e of any II1II 

such auditor's voucher, or in caf.e of the absence , disB.bility or refusal of any officer or of

;ficers of the City expected to participate in the executi on or countersignauure of any such 

~oucher, the Board of Corrmissianers may nevertheless, bj special ordinance, reciting therein 

such absence, disability or refusal and the reasons for their action, order the preparation of 

such voucher in sny manner they may see fit , or waive such defect and approve any such audit-

Dr's voucher, and direct the issuance of ci ty warrant or warrants thereon; bnd provided further-

~hat the foregoing paragraph wi th reference to auditor's vouchers shllll be fully obligatory on 

~ll officers of the City, as a pnrt of their officiel duties; but no failure to comply with 

~ny such requirement shall ever operate to the prejudice of any payee or other person who shal ~ 

~ecome the holder of any city warrant- which is otherwise regu18rly authorized. executed and 

:l.pproved; and provided further that the Corrmissioners may by ordinance provide further reg

~lstions of all matters in connection with such auditor's vouchers. 

Par . 3. City Warrants -- Limitation. Whenever any city warrants have been drawn, 

whether or not treasurer's checks have been issued thereon, and. whenever the period of four 

lent ire fiscal year s has elapsed after revenues and inc orne of the City for th e payment there of 

sha 11 he ve bee n rece!. ved by the City, a nd such ci ty warran ts an d treasurer's checks t or sue h 

treasurer's checks, have not been presented and paid, such city warrants or treasurer's checks 

or both, and all causes of .action against the City connected therewith, unless suit shall have 
I 

__ Il ______________________________________ ~ __ ~ 
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been filed on the same, shall be and become wholly barred by limitation, and the lien secu

ring the payment thereof shall wholly cease and determine; and no such city warrant or treas-

urer's check shall thereafter be considered as an outstanding obligation; and the City shalllV 
I 

"~" 

/' 

I 

not thereafter be required to pay the same. or continue to keep any fund account to provide I~ 

for the payment the re of • 

That SECTION 33 be amended so as to include Sections 33, 33~, 33B, 33C, 33D, and 

33E respectively, and to read as follows: 

SECTION 33. CITY AUDITOR. in ~eneral . The City Auditor shall be a skilled account 

ant of not less than five (5) years experience in auditing accounts, and it shall be his du

ty fs.ithfully to keep books, accounts and records showing the genera l condition of the fin

ances of the City; and to audit, examine and verify, so as to preserve a continuous audit 

according to approved auditing methods" all books, acoounts and records of all officers of 

the City Collecting or receiving moneys on behalf of the City, s.nd all accounts, claims, vo-
I • 

uchers, disbursements and credits, to be pald or allowed by the City; and to prepare and make 

such reports with reference to such matters as are or may be required by law, charter or or-

dinance. The City uditor shall also perform such other duties, and conform to such further 

regulations, as are elsewhere provided by the charter or a ~ are or may be provided by ordin-

anoes co ns istent wi th the charter. 

Section 33A . CITY AUDITOR --- BOOKKEEPING DUTI ~S. (a) Revenues ~ Dues. 

The City Auditor shall well and truly keep separate accounts receivable for each and every 

distinct source wherein the City is or appears to be authorized to receive or collect any 

moneys; including separate account for each fiscal ye~r debiting to the Collection DiviSion 

th e amounts of al~ ~ valorem t axes as assessed, and shONing the amount assessed for each suc 

year against real property as distinguished from other classes of a.ssessable values; and ac

counta for each fiscal year debi ting to the appropriate collecting offices all occupation 

taxes, speCial assessments payable for the UEe of the City, rentals, fees, and miscellaneous 

revenues on the basis of knC1NIlliabilities md collections from such Sources for the preoeding 

I iscal year; and for a.ll other and miscellaneous collections, dues or obligations of any ch-

!aracter, known to be payable to the City by any other persons whomsoever, separate accounts, 

llin the names of the persons so indebted, debiting to them all amounts So payable, and showing 

I~h e nature and dat e of th e origin of SlC h indebtedness; and he shall cre di t in all such ec

'pounts receivable all collections in connection with their respective subject matters, show- _ -~ng the dates of such collections and the ne.rres of the persons making such payments; and he 

,hall a lao enter therein all other authorized credits or deducti on, if any, showing the au

~hority therefor; and ~ t the end of e8ch fiscal year he shall draw a balance showing the statE " 

pf e~ch sue h ace ount. 

(b) Cash. For all collecti ons retruned by the Collecti on Division he shall keep an 

!independent general account of current collections, or current cash book, making daily en-

!tries confonning to the tempora.ry deposit warrants used for daily depOSits, and showing the 

late and amount of all such deposi ts and the ci ty deposi tories in which such deposits are madE; 

and 0:1 the other band making similar en tries in such cash book, upon the filing of the dis

~ribution sheet on each Monday by the Commissioner of Taxation, conforming to the weekly dis

uri bution and final deposit warrBl1 ts, show ing the di stri bution of such collections among the 

a.ppropriate funds and a cc ounts. 

(c) Depositories. l1'or the City depOSitory, or for each city depository when there 

~e several de oositories, he shall keep in the name of such depository &rld of each fund and 

account deposited therein, separa.te accounts debiting to the depOSitory all such deposits, 

lind all transfers of mcneys to such deposi tory, and credi ting all disbursements and transfers 
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authorized and made ther efrom . 

(d) Funds . For the genera 1 fund of th e several fi seal years, a.nd for t he Back T~ 

General 1!'und, and for each special fund, he shall keep a -separate fund account showin .~ all .. 

revenueS and income collected by the City for such respective funds a.nd accounts, and showing 

the dates and sources tre reof; and ffi owin L. on the ot her hand. all disbursements from such funds 

and accounts, and a ll transfers from any general fund account, and showing date, authority , 

purpose and amount of each such disbursement or transfer. 

(e) Appropriations , Etc . For each distinct public imprOVement or appropriation, in

volving the issuance of more than one ci t y warrant and treasurer's che ck, he sha 11 keep sep-

arate accounts showing the amount of all moneys, special assessments, or other values, ap-

propriated or otherwise contributing to t he cost of such matter; and showing the date, source 

and anount of all such contributi'ons and showing on the other hand all moneys, assessment cer-

tificates, or other values, disbursed therefrom, and showing the date, authority , purpose and 

amount of each such disbursement . 

(f)Accounts Payable. For all indebtedness of the City, or any improvement district ~ 

therein, he shall keep sepa.ra tely sui table records and accounts payable f or each distinct 

issue of bonds, and for a.ll notes issued by the Ci ty to the same pa.yee for the same fiscal 

year, a.nd for &11 jUdgments against the City , and fer the outstanding city warrants of each 

previous fiscal year; ~nd he shall also keep separate accounts, or suitable entries in the 

principal accounts, for all intel'est paid by the City, if 'payable, on any such indebtedness ; 

and he shall make entries in suc1,l accounts crediting to bonds or securtites, or to known or 

unknown owners, the amount f' and items, of such indebtedness and showing the dates of orgin, 

nature, purposes, maturities and amounts thereof, and debiting all payments made by the City 

on such aCc 0unts and showine the date, authority, nature, manner, and amount of each such payr

ment, al1d the evidences of city indebtedness taken up, and in each case the nane of the per-

son to whom the payment is made. 

(g) Incidental Collecti ons. For all officers of the City collectin9;: any fees, re.

tals or other miscellaneous dues payable to the City, the City Auditor shall credit in the 

appropriate account of said general accounts in this section above in parBgraph (a) mentioned 

all collections m~de and retul~ned by such res uective officers. 

(h) Interest, .:.tc. For all interest payable to the City, and for all penalties 8n( 

costs collected on ad valorem taxes, he shall keep accounts or entries in the principal ac-

counts,- showing for each fiscal year all such sums paid to the City , and · the same shall be 

from time to time apportioned and distributed to the respective principal funds aL1d accounts 

earning same. All intere-st pai d by c ity depositories on ci ty deposi ts of sinking fuads and 

improvement funds sOOll be distributed as aforesaid to said respective funds, each in pro-

portion to its average daily balance during such year; but all other interest on city depositf 

Shell accrue to the gener&l fund of the current fiscal year. Al l interst paid by the City on 

Imoney borrowed for any fiscal year shall likewise be shown in appropriate accounts and shall 

be char~ed against the respective funds and accounts for which the money was orrowed. 

(i) BUd;;ets. :b'or each city department md division. the City Auditor shall keep 

separate accounts in skeleton form showing the amount or amounts estimated therefor by the tenr

tative and fiflS.l budgpts of each fiscal year, and the amounts a c: tually expended therefor dur

p.ng such ye ar • 

(j) Sinking 1!'und Inves tments. Whenever moneys belonging to any sinking fund shall be 

linvested in bonds or other authorized securities, proper en tries shall be made in the sinking 

rEund account, and a separate investment account she ll be opened and kept in the name of such' 

~inking fund, showing the securities acquired thereby 8.nd the anount and cost thereof. and 

I 
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showing on the other hand all sums of principal or interest received for such sinking fund 

the City as the sale, price, renta ls or other income or proceeds of such property, together 

with the description of any such property sold by the (;ity, and the name of the grantee and 

I 
date and authority of the conveyance thereof. 

(1) Other Accounts. The City Auditor shall also kee p such other books and accoun-i s 

~s may be necessary to kee !J and maintain a thorough and continuous record and audit of all 

financia 1 busine ss and affai rs of t he Cit y. 

S CTI ON 33B. CITY AUDITOR -- AUDITING DUTIES. (a) Collections. The City Auditor 

shall prescribe the forms and methods which ShEll be used by all officers of the City in col

lecti ng and receipting for a 11 moneys; and he sh [,11 in person or by one of his assistant s 

during each quarter, or as may be required, audit and examine the books , accounts and records 

in each division and office of the City collecting or receiving city moneys; bIld he shall re

Quire such officers to collect and receipt for such moneys in the amounts and manner requir ed 

by the ordinances and regulations governing their duties , and he shell advise the Board of 

Commissioners concerning a.ny desired improvements in such matters. 

(b ) .... eturns EL.. Deposits . He shall also require tha t all money s collec ted on be

~alf of the Ci ty be promptly accounted for, reported and returned by all officers making such 

collec t ions , and that all monies received by the Collection Division be deposited daily in 

~ome authorized ci ty depository; and he shall approve in wri ting deposit warrants in tri l) li-

pate authorizing and directing such deposits • 

(c) Disbursement Vouchers. He shall also aduit and examine all accounts , bills . 

payrolls , estim&tes and other matters md cl&ims ag <. inst the City before any payment or dis

bursement therefor shall be made by the City ; and he shall require the same t and the Auditor's 

vouchers therefor, to be properly pr epared eVidenced , authenticated and submitted tohim; and 

he shall verify the authority for mch disbursemEnts , Bnd shall approve in wiritng auditor's 

vouchers therefor only when th e disbursements specifi ed are authorized a.nd proper; all' as 

more fully provided in Section 32B , Par . 2 , of the ("harter . 

(d) Credit Vouchers. He shall also prescribe the forms for all vouchers for mat

~ere wherein credits or allowances are made by the City on any sums which muy appe&r to be 

payable to the City accordi~ to its records and the charter, general ordinances or other gen 

eral regulLtions ; and also forms for vouchers providing for the refunding or remission of any 

;Goneys collected by the City; and no officer of the City shall ever make any such credit, a1-

owance t refund or remissjon until an auditor's voucher therefor shall hLve been duly execute( 

and counterSigned, and approved by the City Auditor, in the s·ame manner as for disbursement 

70uchers; Lud the Ci ~ Audi tor sha 11 audit , examine and verify all matters shown by such cre-

: 

\ 

it vouchers; provided hCNieYer th&.t the ap proval of the City Auditor Slls 11 not be required ir 

onnection with the suspension of fines Lssessed by the Corporation Court, or for any remissicn ' 

~ f &1y uncollected fine resulting from pardon grantted by the Mayor , but auditor ' s vouchers 
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duly executed and countersigned shall be filed with the Ci ty Auditor each Monday showing all 

such suspens ions or remiss ions fo r the p r eceding wee k . 

fe) Receiving Vouchers . Before any money shall be received by any officer on beha 

of the Ci ty , in any InS tter whatsoever wherefor the amount to be pai d is not fixed , estab l ish 

ed a.nd provided for by some general ordinance , a voucher for the receiI)t of sucb money shell 

be prepared, executed and co'Q.ntersigned in the same manner as for disbursement voucher, and 

hall be presented to the Ci ty Auditor who , if he find the transaction duly authorized , sha I 

appr ove such voucher in wri ting , and issue a copy thereof to the officer or person applying 

therefor to be delivered to the Collection DiviSion as authority for receiving such payment 

and issuing the receipt therefor . 

(f) Month ly statement s. The Ci ty Audi tor s ball on or about th e fi rat of each month, 

prepare , certify and report to the Board of Commissioners , a statement in writing showing the 

condition of all funds and accounts of the City , tngetr.er with _other matters relating to the 

business of the City , all as may- be required by the Board of Commissioners . 

(g) Miscellaneous Provisions. ' He sball also perform all other duties of an audit

ing nature which may be necessary or proper to preserve a ccmplete snd continuous audit of 

the finElnc1al affairs of the City ; and for such purpose shall have full access to all books, 

accounts and records in ffiy and all departments, divisions and offices; and all officers of 

the City , when so requested in writing by the City Auditor, shall furnish to him statements 

in writing wi th reference to any mat ter concerning finane; ial business of the City . 

SECTION 33C . CITY AUDITOH -- Q.Uiill.TE:n1Y REPOrlTS . (a) In GEneral . At the end of each 

quarter of the fiscal year the City Audi tor shell make up , certify and submit to the Board of 

Comnissioners a written re ,) ort shOWing the condition of the finances of the City; and show

ing for each fund and account , the balance at tee beginning of such quarter, and the total, 

receipts of maney therein from each distinct source for each week or part hereof in said qu

arter , 81'ld the aggregate receipts for the quarter; and showing for etich such quarter , fund 

and account all city warrants issued against the Same and all tra.nsfers, if any, made from 

any such fund 0 r acc ount; and also showin g for such quarter all city warrants issued and re

maining unpaid at the date of such report ; together with the date, purpose and amount of eac 

such city warrant ani transfer; a.nd showing for eDch fmld and account the resulting balance 

at the date of the re ~ort. Such reports shall alEo include a schedule showing for each city 

depository, the balance in each fund and account deposited therein at the date of the preced

ing quarterly report , the total deposits in each separate fund and account during the quurter 

the totEJ. disbursements for the quarter from each fund end account and the balance of the 

city depOSits remaining in each fund or account at the date of such quarterly report . Such 

reports shall also include a schedule: showing for each department and diviSion , and for a l l 

public work or improvements, the total amount estimated therefor by the tentative budget, and 

the total amount expended therefor during the fiscal year, and the anount , if any , remuning 

unexpendei at the date of such report on LLccount of such buds-et estima.te . 

(b) Comparative Collections. The City Auditor sh&ll also . include in said report a 

statemen-b making special mention of any incre ase or diminution in the receipts by the Ci ty 

from particular sources of revenue , as compare d with receipts for correspondlng quc. rters of 

the preceding fiscal year, and shall sugges t any apparent means whereby the authorized col

lections from such sourceS could be increased . 

(c) Ci ty Indebtedness. The Ci ty Audi tor shall also incl ude in said report a com

plete schedule of the indebtedness of the City , showing separately the principal of the sev

eral iSsues of bonds of the City &nd of its respective improvements districts, and showing i 

detail all notes of the City outstanding and unpaid t and unsatisfied final judgments , if any, 
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L gainst til e City, together with all int erest, if any, due from remaining unpaid on such ob

ligations, and also showing by fiscal years and funds the aggregate of all city warrants is

sued an d Qutstandirg; and also showjng for each 8uchmatter all payments mede during the qu-

arter on account thereof. 

(d) Verificati on. Said report shall be certified and verified by oath of the City 

Auditor , in the following form, to-wit: "THIS IS TO CERTIFY th.at the above and foregoing 

I
financial statement of the City of San Antonio, Texas, for the quarter ending on the 

day of 19 __ is true and correct as shown by the recordS of the office of 

the City Auditor, and in particular all matters therein shown with reference to the indebted

ness of too Ci ty have been carefully checkedand verifi ed . t! 

(e) Publication. The Cit-y Auditor and the Board of Commissioners shall within ten 

aays after such report is submitted cause to be published in a daily newspaper ordinarily 

!printi ng ci ty notioes , a recapi tulation of such stetement, showing truly but in condensed 

form the financial condition of the City , and the receipts and disbursements of each fund dur~ 

.~ng such quarter, a.nd the total expenditures IlE.de in each department and division, and all 

matters contained in s a id original report with reference to comparative collections and city 

~ndebt0dness • 

SEc TI ON 33D . Releases of Special Assessments. Whenever it shall clearly appear the 

~ny sjpecial assessment levied by the City for street improvements or BOY other purpose has 

peen fully paid and satisfied, together with all lawful incidents thereto , the City Auditor . 

j oined by the Conmiss ioner of Taxati on, shall be authorized to mc.ke , execute, acknowledge 

and deliver, in the nane of the City , but binding on all persons at interest, a proper re

l ease of such s pecial assessment both as to the person and as to the property so assessed 

and the lien on the same; but sai d off iaers sha 11 not be required to make any such release 

:Unless the original e.ssessment ceritificate, together with such further evidence of its pay

p-lent as they may r equire , sh tl ll be produced and delivered to the City Auditor to be filed 

and preserved in his office; and all matters concerning Slch releases sh&ll be subject to the 

provi sions of the ordinances of the City and further regulation thereby. 

SEC TION 33E . CITY AUDITOR --- ASSISTANTS .:~D BOl~DS. Two or more assi stan ts shall be 

provid.ed for the City Jiuditor. The City Auditor shall give to the Ci ty an official bond in a 

sum not less th{m Fifty Thousand (~50 , OOO . OO) Dollars, and each of said assistants an offi

fial bond in a Sum not less than Twenty Thous Bnd ($20,OOO . OO) Dollars , guaranteeing the faith~ 

Pul perfonnance of their duties. 

SECTION 35. CITY ENGINEER . The City Engineer shall be a c ompeten t and experienced 

civil enginerr, and he shall perform all surveying done in the interest of the City and all 

engineering services required or proper in "the prosecution of any authorized public work or 

I en te rpri ze, or in ttl e pre par at ion therefor; and he shall al so systematically keep and pr e

serve in his office, full records ald seperatefilesfor all such surveying and engineering 

matters , in cluding true copies of all contracts , and originals or true copies of all speci-

fications, plans, plats, profiles, correspondence, orders, notices, estimates , vouchers and 

certificates, relating to each such matter; and he shall likewise kee p all other filed notes , 

memoranda and papers pertaining to his office or its duties, or in arw m81lner belonging to 

the City and deposited in s ~; id .offi ce. 'llhe City Engineer shall also well and truly keep, pre-

serve and proteot in his office all maps , plats , plans, sketches, and other similar records 

and archives of the City. anoient or modern , showing original City lots. surveys and sub-

divi sions of rea.l property in this Cit y , and th e street , block and lot lines and other me t

ters relating thereto; and he shall also kee p and preserve in suitable books or files per

~ament reoords of the lines of all streets and public grounds a6 lawfully dedicated or es-
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tablished, and shall note and show all encroachments extending into "the same, and all buildi~ 

lines which may be established by ordinance with s' view to future widelling or etE.raightenln?: 

of streets. Permits for all openings and work in, upon or under the surface of public stree-is, III 

alleys, highways or public places, when authori zed, shall be issued in writing by the Ci ty 

Engineer, who shall require, preserve and keep plats and records , showinG for each opening, tre 

locati on and date of each such opeIl ing, and work, and the persons by whom and for whom the 

same is p erformed, end the- purpose, character b11d dimensions of such work and. of the things 

installed; end the City Engineer shall also, on behalf of the City have complete supervision 

over all such work, including all repairs and restoration of street improvements in connect-

ion therewi th, and sha1.1 cause ' the same to be done and performed in strict conformi ty wi th 

the governing regulations. The City Engineer shall also compile and , as data therefor be-

comes available, shell complete a City survey and plan showing on appropriate maps , profiles 

and records, for all streets and public places, all lines, monuments, grades, elevations, paving 

and drains, and all sewer, water, electric, gas, street railway, ani other public utility con

structi on or repairs th erein with appropriate date. concerning the character, dimensions and 

availability of all such matters and things. Unless otherwise expressly provided by ordinance, 

it shall also be the duty of the City Engineer to prepC.re plans, specifications, profiles 

and estimates for all public work executed by the. City or at its insta.nce, and to tabulDte 

and consider bids therefor , when bids £o re required, and to advise the Commissj.oners concerning 

BeIDe; and, to control. inspect and direct all such work, whether let on bids or without bids, 

or execut ed by Ci ty contract or otherwise; E'nd to make and certify to the Ci ty, all reports 

estimates, vouchers, payrolls and certificates required or to be paid by the City in connect-

ion with such work; all of which he shall faithfully do and perform in conformity with the 

facts, the requiremen ts and regulations provided for such matters, and his duties as such of

ficer or engineer. Before entering upon the duties of his office the City Engineer shall give 

to the City an official bond in a sum n ot less than Twenty Five Thousand ($25,000 .00) Dollars 

and he shall perform such other official duties and follow such regulations in all of said 

matters as may be lawfully prescribed . 

That SECTION j6 be amended 0 as to read as follows: 

SECTION 36. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. Par . 1. Enacting Clause. "The enacting 

clause of all ordinances shall be 'Be It Ordain~d By the CommiSSioners of the City of San 

AntoniO;' but said enacting clause may be omitted where the ordinance is published in book 

or pamplet form" . The enacting clause of all resolutions shall be 'Be It Resolved .By the 

C ommislJ ione rs of the C1 ty of San Antoni 0 I • 

Par . 2 . Take ' Effect When. Every ordina nce or resolution of the Board of CommiSSionErs, 

except as in the charter otherwise provided. and except as may be in such ordinance or resolut

ion otherwise expressly provided, sha 11 go into effect on the day when the same shall be ap

proved l:u the Mayor, or on the day when the same shall be passed over any veto of the Mayor, 

or as provided in Section 26 9f the charter; provided however that no fine or penalty im-

posed by any ordinance, or IJart thereof, to be fixed or assessed by the Corporation Court , 

shall be enforced unless and until such ordinance , " af~er its passage, sh&ll have been publish-

ed at leas t ten times in the official journal; and prbvi ded further tha.t whenever the Commis

~ioners in any ordinance of penal nature, or containing penal provisions. shall find and de

~lare that an emergency exists requiring the same to take immediate effect for the preser

~ation of the public peace, health or safety, such ordinance, it adopted by the votes of at 

least four members of th e Board of C ommiss ioners, may be made by its terms to take eff ec t on 

the day following its first publicati on, and any fine or penalty thereby imposed shall there

llpon be immediately enforceable, but the publication of such ordinance shall continue never

theless for such ten da So and rovided further that notwithstandill the takin~ effect of an 

. 
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ordinanc e as aforesaid, all proceeding s in pDotest, or for a referendum,_ authorized by the 

charter, may be h ad under the conditions specified in Section 131 but the effect ..of any el

lection had under said secti on shall be to confirm Slch ordinance, or to appeal the same and 

thereby to prevent further action thereunder or enforcellent there of; and all parts of said 

~ecti on 131 in conflict he rem th are here by amended to conform to this secti on and proviso 

Par . 3. Prc .of of Publication . And with further reference to the publication of or-
~---- -

p.inanc es, as aforesai d, 'the fact of such publication may be proven by the, affidavi t of the . 

lPublisher to be returned to the City Clerk and by him to be recorded in the book of ordinance~, 

or by certified copy of such affidavi t under the hand of the City Clerk and the Seal of the 

[pi ty , or by other competent evidence"; and the Commies ionera '~sha11 cause all general ordin

~nces of the City to be published i~ pamphlet form , and printed copies thereof purporting to 

~e issued by the City, shall be prima facie evidence of- such ordinance and publication, and 

the same shall be admissible in evidence in all courts without further proof." 

~hat Section 36A shall be added to the charter following Section 36, and to read 

~s follows: 

SECTION 36A . OFFIC IAL JOURNAL , The Comnissi oners hall have power to provide for 

~ue publicity of all ordinances, notices and other matter which the City may be required or 

~eem it for the public interest or welfare to publish; and in connection wi th such purpose 

the Commissioners shall from time to time by resolution r equest the owners or managers of all 

B.aily papers of general circulation of not less than ten thousand published in this City in 

the English language to file binds for the publication of all such matter; and all such matter 

tpublished in this City shall be published under contracts made by the Ci ty wi th such lowest 

rd best bidder. The papers represented by ilie successful bidder entering into such contract 

'~hall be known as the "Official Journar' of the City. Such contracts shall provide that all 

,~uch City matter be published in such official journal under a heading in display type as 

'~0110V" S , "CITY OF SAN ANTONIO - OFFICIAL nOTICES" , and shall inc lude the publishing each day 

~mmediatelY under such head illg, of one column sqUal" e, more or less, in ordinary type of such 

Finor notices and other i ems concerning city affairs as may be furnished to such official 

bournel by order of the Boord of Conmiss ioners; but no such j ournal shall be required to pub

~ish any such ttem if the same be of a libelous nature or contain any mention in disrespect

Pul terms of any newspap er . All such Ci ty IIlatter shall appear as far as practicable on one 

page and in a compact, rectangular frame, r if . oontinued to another page, such page hall be 

~ne not contaL'ling any such City matter onthe reverse side trereof; provided that no failure 

~o observe said reqUirEments as to heading, form or page shall alter the effect as notice by 

~ublication of any matter othen/iee lawfully published . New contracts for publishing such 

city matter m8¥ be made. as aforesaid, at the option of the City. upon the expiration of any 

tperiod of one year after the dat e of any existing contract~ or upon any earlier termination 

~hereof; but no such contract Shall extend beyond June 1st of the years h&ving an odd number 

That Secti on 39 be amend ed so as to read as fo 11 OWS: 

SECTION 39. FI~AL BUDGET . On or before the 15th d~ of ~'ebruary , and at any other 

;time whm the Mayor shall so request, the Commiss ioner of each department shall prepare and 

Pile with the Mayor a detailed re port in writing, si milar in substance to the departmental 

~stimates for the tentative bud get provided for in Seotion 27, but shOwing a detailed a.ccount 

pf all expenditures made in or for such department and each division thereof,for the current 

ifisc&l year, together with a careful estimate of the amount of money required for the expend

( tures in or for such department 1and divis ions during the remainder of the current fiscal 

ear . Each such C oromis ioner ' a rEPort Shall also show the co rresponding figures for the pre-
I 
ceding fi scal year, and sha 11 show how the figures of such dep""rtmental 

.11 _Q report compare with 
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the tentative budget , and shall explain any departures from such tentative budget. Not later 

than th e first day of March, the Ma.yor shall submit to the Board of Comnissi oners the final ~ 

budget forthe current fiscal year, showing in detail for each department, and each division III 

thereof , all expenditures made or to be made therein, or under the supervision thereof, dur-

ing the curren t fi scal year, and incl uding in such final budget proper provi sions fo r the 

bonded debt and other obligations of the City , as well as all current expenses of the City of 

whatsuever character . Said final budget aha 11 also show, for each fund of the City for such 

fi scal year, the a mounts of the revenues and income already collected and the amounts which, 

in the Mayor's opinion , it will be necessary to raise by levies of ad valorem taxes for such 

fiscal year. The Board of Comnissioners shall tr.ereupon·consider such final budget, and shall 

be authorized in so far as consistent with the obligations of the City, to increase, diminish 

or omit any i tan or i terns thereof, but shall by ordinance on or before the levy of taxes for 

such fiscal year adopt such final budget as wi 11 take int 0 acc ount all moneys which t ~ Ci ty 

is in any manner obligated to raise for such current fiscal year; and wch final budget shall 

constitute abasis far the levies of ad ::lJjlorem taxes for such fiscal year. 

That SECTION 41 be amooded so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 41. COMPENSATIOn OF OFFICERS AND EM?LOYES . Par . 1. In General. The Board of 

Commiss ioners shall provi de by ordinance for the compensat ion and allowanc es of all appoint

ive officers, employes, servants, and agents of the City. 

Par. 2. Costs , Fees , Etc . No officer or employe of the City shall be entitled to an~ 

costs or fees of office except fer the use of the City; but all penalties, forfeitures, fines 

costs, fees, rent als, due s and at her moneys in any mam er payab Ie to the City, or accruing to 

the City on account of any city bus ineas, shall be by the a uthorized officers of the City 

duly collected, acc ounted for, retruned and deposi ted as provided by or under the char ter .. 

• That Section 4lA be added to the charter, following Section 41 , and to read as fol-

, lows: ", 

SECTION 41A. LIMITATIONS AS T USE OF l UBLIC MONEYS . Par. 1 . Prohibited Business. 

Nei ther the City nor any officer ot officers on behalf of the Oi ty shall have power tto lend 

ita credit or to gra.nt public money or thing of value in aid of, or to any individual, asso- ~ 

eiation or corporation wl:atsoever, or to become a stockholder in such corppration, association ~ 

or company" . (Consti tuti on III , 52) 

Par . 2. Extra Compensation Forbi dden. 'Ired ther t he City nor any officer of officers 

~n behalf of the City, shall h ave pooer "to grant any extra compensation, fee or allowance to 

~ pu"olic officer, agent, servant or contractor, after service has been rendered, or a contract 

nas been entered into , and performed in Whole or in part; mar pay, nor authorize the payment o~, 

any cla.ims created against" the City Tlunder any agreement or contract made wi thout authority 

of law" • (Constitution , III, 53) . 

That SECTI ON 46 be amended so as to read sa fo l lows: 

SECTION 46. CL.-'l. IMS FOR DA11A~~ S . Before the City of San Antonio Shall be liable in 

tlamages of any kind, by re ason of my injury, loss, or other d etri ment whethe r to per son, pro

perty or rights, resulting from any act, default , omiSSion , or neligence of the City , or of 

my of its officers, agents or servant s, the person clai:ning the damages, shall give notice in 

vri ting to the Mayor of th e loss, detriment . or injury compla ine d of, whi ch written not ice 

3hall be givenwi1hin twenty (20) days from and after too occurrence of such 1;OS6 , detriment , 

or in jury; and each s uc h notic e sha 11 state wh en, Whe re a nd how such loss, detriment or in .. 

~ury oocured and,the character and extent thereof; provided however tha t the CiV of San 

l1.ntoaio S 00.11 in no event be liable in dam~ as to any person on account of any defect, obstruc· 

Jion , or anything else in connection with wy sidewalk or other part of any highway other than 

. l 

,-
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1 he roadaay the reof; ani. pro vided fur tIer that the City of San Antonio shall not be liable 

to any person on account of arrs injuzy caused by any defect in, obstruction on, or any other 

Ithing or condition in connection with , any street , alley, plaza, or other highway, or any 

!
PUbliC park, public building or other public place, or any public work in my of the same , 

unless it be shown that the Mayor in person as to any such matter, or the particular com

missioner in person, having special charge and supervision of 'the place where such injury oc-

curred, had actm 1 notic or actm 1 knowledge of such particnlar defect, obstruction, thing 

or dangerous condition and also, in case of public work of any failure to provide proper safe 

uards the refor., and in a ny such event for auffi cient length of time, before the injury in 

question. to have casued such defect , obstruction or thing to be removed, or such conditions 

o be remedied, or proper safeguards to be provided; and provided further that this section 

IShall apply to a 11 damages and liabili ty of bstsoever c huracter claimed against the City , 

exce.!)t for the payment or performance of my sm.m , act or thing which the City is obligated 

I 

o pay , render or perform by the t eImS of some express contract of the City , or some provis-

·on of the Constitution or statutes of Texas; and provided further that this section shall 

ot be in any mamer available 8.S a defense on behalf of any person ot~ r that the Ci~ of 

an Antonio. 

That SECTION 47 be amended so a.q to read as follows: 

SECTI01J 47. SETTLE ENTS . lTo indebtedness, liability or obligation of any person 

o the City shall be released or extinguished by the City or any officer or officers tOOreof f 

( onsti tut ion , III-55) except upon full satisfaction . Upon recommendation of the City Attorney 

The Corrmissioners may canpromise any suit filed or pending against the City. but in all such 

II 

Bses the City Attorney shall file with the City Clerk in writirg, his reasons for such re-

ommendation and com0romise. 

11hat SECTIO 50 be amended so [is to read &8 follows: 

SECTION 50 . AMENDMENTS OF THE CHA TE- - 0 DINAHCES . All ordinmc es of t he (.;ity in 

th e ti me when any smendmen t of tee charter shall be adopted, except in so far as 

uch ordinanc as, or any .fJ8r t or ap plic ati on there of t may be inoo nsi stent wi th the char te r as 

o amended, shall continue in full force and effect until repealed or amended by the .Board of 

ommissi one re. 

Tht;t SECTION 51 be amended 8) af; to read a<3 follows: 

SECTION 51. BOWERS TO BE EXERCISED B2 ORDINANCE . Among other powers of the City whic 

Board of CommisSioners shall have and may 1w ordinance exercise, or caused to be exer

ised, are the followine set forth in section 52 to 99 hereof inclusive, whereby, subject to 

ny marxiatory provisicns in s aid sections conw-inecl the Board of COIIroissioners shall have 

ower by or dinam e. 

That SECTION 56 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTIO 56. CREATIOn OF OFFICERS AND EIv:1PLOYMEl~TS . The .Board of Commissioners shall 

ave p;ower by ordinance to create any office, employment or agency deemed by then to be nec

ssary to the good government t welfare, functions, bUSiness or interest of the City, and the 

arne to abolish at will; and to prescribe, regul.e.te, alter, increase or diminish, as they 

y deem proper , all powers and duties appertaining to any office, employment or agency so 

reated; provided that the Board of Comnissioners ehbll not diminish the powers and dutIes of 

ny indi vidual offi ce, whether electi ve or appointi ve, as created,. designated or defined by 

but may by ordinance or resolution, not inconsistent with the proviSions of the 

harter, prescri be additi mal powers, du ti es ani regulations therefor; and provided further 

ba t , if in sny o[,se there aha 11 be no qua lifi ed and acting di viSion chief or head of any 

istinct office or serVice, the cornmisf.'ioner of t 00 de~rtment may exercise all of the powers 
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and duties of such 6ubordinste officer,. excepting such only as may involve the exercise of 

of fic ial discretions bhsed on professicnal , scientifice or to other special qua.lifications or 

statutory poweri . 

That SECTION 56A be added to the charter following Section 56, and to read as fol-

lows: 

SECTION 56A . OFFICIAL BONIS AND OT HER BONDS . The Boar d of Commies ion erB sha 11 

have power by ordinance to require bonds to be given whenever the Comnissioners may deem the 

giving of such bonds requidli te for the public interest . by any officers or employes of thi 

City, or by any other persons caning into a.ny business or other relation with the City . con

tractual or otherwise , securing 111e perfomance of the ir obligations . All such bonds shall 

on their face be made payable in and unto the City of San Antonio , an d smll be suable in 

Bexar County , Texas , and be common law obligat i ens, in accordance with t t eir face, tenor and 

effect, as well as bondS required by authority . And duly authorized , incorporated s.nd a p prove &. 

surety or other bonding company or compa.nies of sufficient financial responsibility may be 

accepted as sureties on such bonis; or such bonds shall have as sureties thereon two or 

more persons ow ning unencumbered end nonexempt real estate in Bexar COU ~lty , ~ exas , assessed 

for taxation at a. value double the amount of such bond ; provided that all official bonds of 

one thousand (~lOOO . OO) Dollars or more in amount shall be surety company bonds. The f3eneral 

condition of the bond of each officer or employe of the City shall be for the faithful per

formance of all dut ies of the pes i tion he ld by him . \/henever any bond , given hereafter to 

the City for any purpose, shall b e or become for any reason insecure, in the opinion of the 

Conmissi on ers , they shall be authorized to require the principal toore'on to give a new bond i1 

lieu of, snd of like condi t ions to, thut proviously gi ven t and if such new bond be not prompt 

ly given, the Commissi mers m~ revoke sny and all right s, or withhold any and all payments, 

accruing t a the principal on any such insecure bond in the matter for which such bond was 

given ; and in a 11 such cases the liability of the principal and sureties on such existing 

bond sh&ll continue in eccordance with its conditions • . All bonds given bjT any subordinate of

ficer or employe to secure faithful performance of any of his duties for which the cor.unission-

er or any other superior off ieer. of his department is also liable , shall run for the benefit iIIIII 

and indomity of such commissioner or other superior officer as well as the City . l!'or estab- III 

lishing SUbstantial equality and certainty of compensstion among the officers of the City giv-

ing such bonde, the Com:nissioners Shall provide for the reimbursement of any or all officers 

of the City , giving official bonds in a u Y such b ending company of One Thousend ( 1 , 000 . 00) 

Dollars or more in amount, for the reasonable and customary cost of the promiums and main-

tenance of such h>nds; but such reimbursement shall be made only on application of the of 

ficer or Employe who has paid such costs; and the liability of the sureti es on such bonds held 

[by the City sha 11 never be affected~ as far as the City or other beneficaries are concerned , 

roy a .1Y non-payment of any such premium or other charge on any such bond; but such surety or 

[bonding companies shall look to the principal of the bond for Slch payments . This section 

shsll not apply to city depOSitories. or other persons whose bonds are . or may be, specially 

~rovided for by statute, in so far as any of the provisjons of this section may be in con-

'~ lict wi th such sta tutory pro vis ions; nor 

~ondS • 
shal this section apply to appearance bonds or bail 

That certain provisions hereinbelow set forth shall b .c- added to SECTIOn 59, and that 

said secti on be th ereby amended So that the same shall read as follows: 

SECTION 59 . The Board of Commissioners shall hc.ve power by ordinSllce Pta do all acts 

and make all regu1E.tions which may be d eemed necessary for the protect ion and promotion of 

b. eHlt h or the suppression of disease, and abate all nuisances which may impair or affect the 

~ublic hev lth or comfort, in such m8llLler as may be deemed expedient ,; " and to provide all other 
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nmeasurers necessary to protect hea lth , life and prO perty, and also the c omfort and pLys

ical a .. u moral welfare of the city and communtiy; ani to define,prevent and prohibit all 

nuisances of wretsoever character, and to cause to be done all things necessary for the dis-

covery, prevention, removal or abatement of the same, summarily r otherwise, as the C m-

missioners msy deem exp edient ; ani to provide punishment for causing, maintaining or per

mitting such nuisances, or for the violation of my ordinance for preventing the same, and 

i also to provide for collecting from persons responsible therefor any cost incurred by the 

Ci ty in removing or abating the same; ani to make such cost a personal liability of the ow

ner s of rea 1 property in connecti on wi t h wh ich nliisances may exist , ClIld, except as forbi d

den by law, to make such co st a lion against such re 1 prpperty; provided however that beforE 

any personal lis.bility or lion under said last provision shall accrue, the Conmissioners 

shall cause to be given to such owners in advance reasonable notice in writing, requiring 

them to appea.r and show cause why the things or conditions causing or constituting the nu-

isnnce should not be removed or abated at their expense; which notice may be given by per-

sonal service, or by registerd mail wi th receipt returned, or by publication, and if by pub-

lication mE_y be either general or individual, or addressed to the ownerrs, known or unknown, 

of any property, all in a.ccordance with the nature of t be case and as my be more fully 

provided by ordinanc e; and provided further that, pursuant to the enabling act, the Com

missioners shall also have power to define a 11 nuisances and prohibit the same under penalty 

I both w it bin the City and outsi de of th e a1 ty limits f or a distance of fi ve thousand. (5000) 

feet; and provided further that the proviSions of this section shall be cumUlative and in ad

di tion to any ani all powerB of s i mila r nature conferred upon t hi sCi ty by a ny general law 

of th e st ate of Texas. 

That SECTION 64A be added to the charter to read as follows: 

SECTION 64A. The Botlrd of Commissioners shall have power by ordinance to provide 

for th e erect ion, maintenan ce and equipment of a permanent publ ic bui Iding to be owned by the 

City and used as an a.uditorium to accomodate large gatherings of persons for civic, indus

trial, educ&tional, musical or any other ~ ublic purposes; and, it' so authorized as in other 

cases, ma.y cause - the issuance of bonds of the City to provide for the cost of such groundS, l 

building and equipment; and all business concerning the location, construction and eqUipment 

of 6mh buildi. ng shsll be exp.cuted and arrang ed with the approval and under the supervision 

of a board to be known a8 the "Auditorium Board to be appoint ed by the Mayor and confirmed 

by the Cormnissioners, and to be composed of fifteen persons who have reSided in this City 

more than twelve months, not holding aflY public office or enployment.eight of whom voting 

togeher shall be authori zed to exercise any power vested in said board, or to make, amend or 

repeal any order or regulation coneraing such auditorium, but nosuch order or regulation 

sha 11 be ~de or continue in effect 'if t he Same be in conflict with any provislon of law. or 

in conflict with the charter or any ordinance; and after the t\:ompletion of said building, 

said shall in like manner, and with due re gard to the public interest, manage, control and 

re~ul8.te the use of said audi torium and keep the s ame , and all equipment thereof, in good 

c ond it ion and re pair; and said bo ard shall be ald conti nue regularly organized with a pres

ident, Vice-president and secretary chcsen from among the members of said board, and shall 

cause to be kept in a well bound book minutes of all its proceedings; provided however ,that 

upon the fist appointment and organization of said boam, the members shl-ll draw lots on num-

Ibers one to fifteen f or terms, L.nd those lirawing even numbers sh&ll have terms ending on the 

second December 31st following their appointment, and those drawing odd numbers shall have 

tems ending on December 31st. following their ppoiniment; and thereafter all terms shall be 

Ifor two yef. rs &n d appointments shall be made by the Mayor at such times as to fill all vac-

Il aneies in said boall, and all members of said board at any time appointed sha I serve wi thout j 
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compensation; end the board of ConmissionerES hall be authori zed by ordinance to provide , with 

due regard to the advice of said board, any further general regulations for said auditorium fill 

not in conflict with the charter; and provided further that rentals may be charged for the use .. 

of s&id auditorium , and the same or any part thereof ma,y be leased for periods not to exceed 

thirty (30) days on any one lease for the pur p ose of acc;omodating any specified exhibi ti ons, 

entertainment s, conventions or g&therings of pe rsons , and in Ellch cases en trb.nce fees and othe~ 

charges may be collected , or other stipulations m~ be made, by the lessees as conditions to 

admission to said building or any part thereof so leased; and provided further, that all mon

eyat any time received for the acquisition, const ruction or equipment of such auditorium or 

premises, or as the rentb,ls, income or considera.tion for the use thereof, ShHll be paid to th~ 

City through regular channels; and in etch case such moneys shall be received and disbursed 

with the written approva.l of any menber or members of said board who may be thereunto auth

brized by order of :Baid board certified to the City Auditor , and provided further that all 

~uch income or ,rentals paid far the use of said auditorium shall be kept by the City as a 

~pecial fund, and after applying during each fiscal year so much thereof as may be recuired to 

the care and upkeep of said auditorium and equipment, the residue of such special fund for 

such fiscal year , shall be set apart for and credited in the sinking fund provided for the 

bonds, if any , issued for such auditorium , or if no bonds are so issued, then suoh residue 

shall belong to the ganeral fund of the City ; and provided further that the Commissioner of 

Sanitation, Parks and Public Property , sha 11 be ex-offico a member of said auditorium board 

~i th the same powers and authority as the other fourteen me rrib ers • 

~hat SECTION 69 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTIOH 69 . The Board af CorrmissiolErs shall have power by ordinance lito provide 

For the inspeotion of meat, fish , vegetables, fruit and every or anything offered for sale in 

~he marke:b places or elsewhere in said City ; to provide for the inspection, before slaughter , 

of a 11 an ime Is intended f or slaughter or to be off ere d for sale after s laughter in sai d City ; 

to presoribe rules and regulations as to the place and manner in'which all animals are slaugh

tered, and charge and provide license fees for such inspeotion; to requi:ce the hides and 

skins of animals slaughtered for s&le in said City to be exhibited and to provide for the keep

ing of a record of the marks by brands of such animls ; to prohibit and regulate the sale with

in the City of my meats slaughtered outside the limits of the Ci ty ; to erect and maintain 

narket houses and regulate everything relating to butchers; to establish and maintain a stand-

9rd of the qualityof milk sold in the City and provide penalties for the violation thereof ; " 

md to provid.e for the inS l,ection of dairies, tlU(,k! farms and other industries inside or out-

side the limi ts of the Ci ty from which mi lk, vegetable s or other food products are furnished 

to the L.'lhabi tan ts of the City; &ld, in general, to provide for proper inspection, examinatior:s , 

etsndarda and tests of all commodities intended for the purposes of food or drink, and for the 

regulati on and inspection of all persons, matters and things connected with the production , 

handling, manufacture, storage, marketing, keepiag, transportation and sale, of all such com-

modities, and for condemnin g, taking posseSSion of, and rendering unfit for sale as foodstuff, 

811 such commodities VI' hich may be found to be tainted, adulterated , diseased or otherwise ex

isting in, or produced under. such cond iti ons e.s to be dangerous to the public health . 

Th[.t SECTION 76 be amended so as to re ad as fo llows: 

SECTION 76 . The Board of Commissioners shall have power by ordinance ftto license and 

~egulate hackmen , draymen , drivers of omnibuses and baggage wagons, porters and other pursuing 

~ike occupation with or without vehicles, and prescribe their charge~t and to regulate, lic

ense and restra.in run ... 'ler's for hotels,. stages and public houses;" to license. regulate and con-

~trol the operation of all vehicles of whatsoever charc,cter or I)urpOse Q).aking use of the public 

Ib t;r_AAi:~ ~nn i:hA n,..iVAr~ challffAr_s , QI other oer_2ons USiM ____ controlling or 'in charge of the 
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' same , a.nd to prescribe the speed of all such vehicles, the qu lifications for persons operat

ing the same , the lighting of such vehicles by night; and to prohibit the operation of any 

Ivehiole or vehioles, or any olaRa thereof , on aay street or streets , or other highway , either 

onaecount of traffic conditions or for 'the protection of such highways; and likewis e to reg

ulate t he us e of public streets and public place s by pedestrians; and in gener al to provide 

all traffic regulations c oncer ni ng the use of public streets and public places which the Com-

11I1i68 ioners may deem to be for the pub lio welfar e. 

~' hat SECTI O . ..I 77 be amended so a s to read as follows: 

SECTION 77 . The Board of Comm issi oners shall bave power by ordinance tlto prohibit 

!ani punish the owners, lessees and a e ents of theatres or other places where indece .lt, lewd 

or i:nmodest dramatic or theatrical re presena tations are given and adopt summary mssurers 

~or the removal or ruppression of all such entertai nments a nd establishments; to license and 

Iregulate, suppress and. prohibit hawkers, peddlers, pawnbrokers, and regUlate keepers of theat 

Ires and 0 ther exhibit ions, shows or amusement 6" . and all transi erl t venders of goods. wares or 

~erchanii se , dealers in second hand goods, and persons making loans on personal property or 

rre,ges;' and to cause inspections to be made of all such pl lices, business, matters and thing s 

~nd licenses or permi ts therefor to be issued or denied , all in sueh manner as may be df emed 

~xpedient for th e preser vati on of good order and the publ ic he alth , safety, mor als or welfare 

That SECTION 8 b be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTIon 88 . The Board of Conmi S ioners shall have power by ordinance to provi d e fo" 

~he inspection and examination of any and all buildings, est ablishments, or institutions, us-

~d or conducted for educational , hospital, asylum or charitable or humane purposes ; and to 

i-e cuire that all inmates thereof be properly treated and provided for and that safe and san-

tary conditions be maint[ ined therefor ; and to r.equire tha t the persons in charge of such es~ 

ablishment s or institutions shall make to t he Cit I reports in writing showing any required 

acts concerning the purposes or conduct of such establishments or institutions; and to pre-

" ent and correct abuses of char it able aid , and to provi de for licenSing and regul!.l ting the 

I oliei ting of chari table aid for such establishments or insti tutions; and to regul bte or pro

] ibit the begging and oliciting of money by i dividu.a.ls for any alleged charitable purpose , 

ns t itutional or personal ; and to provide for the investi gation of all sooh matters and the 

issuance or denial of permits 8lthorizing such beggiilg or soliciting . 

That SECTION 90 . be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 90. The BOaTd of Comnissioners shall have power by ordinance '·To have" and 

exercise "the exclusive control ani pcmer over the streets , alleys, sidewalks and public 

grounds and highways of the City and to abate and remove encroachments or obstruction there

on ; to open , alter, wide~ , straighten , extend , establish, regulBte, abolish, close the sme 

or ru~y part thereof, grade, re-grade, clean , pa ve , macadamiz e , or otherwise improve any of 

the streets or public pla ces in said City; to pu t dr ai ns a nd sewers t herein and prevent the 

incumbering thereof in any ma m er and to protect the saIOO from any encroachments and injury" ; 

'provided however, that nothing in these amendments or in any section of the charter conta.ined 

shall in any manner destroy, limit or affect any powers exercised or to be exercised by the 

Pity under Chapter Eleven of Title 22 of the Revised Civil statutes of Texas of 1911 , or any 

!rights vest ed or to b e vested under sai d chapter, which is now in effect in this City as ther~

in provided, and is hereby made a par t of th e charter; a nd provided further that no other 

iProvision cont t ined a nywhere in the charter shall constitute any limitation on the general 

powers of the City r~serve d by this section , excepting only those provisions of the charter 

Irelating to the establishmen t, dedicc.tion and ac c eptance of new streets. 
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ThatSECTION 90A be added to the charter, following Seotion 90, and to read as fol-

lows: ~ 

SECTION 90A. The Board of Commissioners shall have power by ordinance to accept ~ 

on behalf of the public the dedication of all streets, alle,ys, highways and public grounds 

hereafter to be laid out, whenever the Commiss ioners sooll deem the srune to be for the public 

welfare ; and to prescribe the plan, terms and conditions on which the City wi 11 permit and 

acdept such dedication; and to regulate the laying out of subdivisions of real property con

taining an.y streets, alleys or public places; provided that no dedication of any street, al

ley or public place in any subdiviSion hereafter laid out shall be accepted by the City in 

any manner unless and until a satisfactory plat of such subdivision, duly sigtled, certified 

and acknowledged by the owners thereof, and comonning to the streets or city plan for such 

part of the City, sm 11 have been submitted to the Commissioners and a pproved by ordinance 

and t l:ereafter f1 1 ed in the offic e of the City EnginAer ; nor unless and unt il a 11 proposed . 

streets, alleys and other public pluces in such subdivision shall have been fully laid out 

and monumented, and all streets therein graded and .provi ded wi th curbing snd wi th good pave

ments of macadam, or with pavements of better materials acceptable to the City if so desired 

by such owners; Wld the Corrmiss ioners may also prescribe and require in connection wi th any 

such matter the construction of SidewalkS, and suitable provisions for water and other pub-

lic utility service, such as may be reasonable under the Circumstances; and provided further 

thut unless and until all of the foregoing requirements shsll hnve been complied with and 

such compliance approved by ordinance, all ltnd hereafter laid out or opened as such streets, 

alleys or public places shall be taxed as other land, and such proposed streets or public 

places shall not be entitled to or receive any recognition, service or improvement as public 

streets, nor shall the City be in any mamer responsible .for the conditions thereof; and pro

vided further that these provisions shall not prevent the CommisSioners from accepting any 

deed or acquiring my public e~~ sement for any particular street, alley or public place when

ever they may find a public necessity therefor ~nd so declare by ordinance. 

~hat SECTION 108 be amended by adding thereto Pbragraph 2, to read as follows: 

Par. 2. Special Charter Funds. The Board of CommiSSioners shall l evy and collect ~ 

annually ad valorem taxes on each one hundred dollars of taxable values in this City, in the ~ 

amounts or rates and for the purposes below specified; 

(1) Ten (10) cents for the "Charter Paving Fund" , to be used solely for permanent 

street i 'mprovements , as follOWS, first, for maintenance and repai'r of permanent paving when

ever there shall be no contract for such maintenance: and second, all of said fund not so re

quired may be used for the construction of permanent paving and public sewers. 
/ 

(2) Ten (10) cents for th e nCharter Park Fund" , to be used for t he maintenance and 

improvement of the public parks, parked public grounds and playgrounds of the City. 

That SECTION III be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION Ill. BONDS AND COUPONS --- PAYMENT OF . ~he Board of Commissioners shall 

~ake all regulations and provisions, consistent with the obligations of the City, for the pur-

~ose of investigating or verifying the genuineness of any and all alleged ronds or coupons of 

~he City, or ~y of its improvements districts, when on account of their age or for other reas~ 

pns, uncertainty may exist ES to such genuineness. Upon payment of any such bondS or coupons 

~he City Treasurer shall at once prepare and certify and file with the City Clerk. a descrip-

~ive list of all such bonds or coupons, stating the names of the owners thereof, when ascer

tainable, and the names and addresses of the banks or other agenCies through which and to 

~hich such payment is made by the City, and identifying the city warrant whereby Blch pay

~ent is made. Whenever any such bonds are paid or refunded the same shall be brought by the 



City 'freasurer before the Board of Commissioners , at a regul pr public meeting within one 

week a.fter such payment; a nd such bonds s hall then ani there be carefully counted and ex

!amined, and listed or checked against the list prepared by the City Treasurer, and evidence 

as to the gen.uineeness of the same and the signatures thereto shall be heard and considered 

by the board, and noted by 1he City Clerk . Ea.ch such bond shall then be canceled in their 

Ipresence by red ink lines draWL across the face thereof and by the word Paid perforated 

through the same in several places other than thr ough the signatures thereto. The Ci ty Clerk 

sha 11 note in th e minutes of sooh mee ting s th e d escripti ve list of the bonds So) cancel ed and 

a full record of such proceedings before the Board of Commiss ioners . After being so canceled 

Isuch bonds shall be delivered to the City Auditor whose duty it sha.ll be to paste or fix the 

Isame securely in books kept for such purpose; and all such p~id bonds shal l be kept and 

preserved in the office of the City Auditor for a period not less than ten years from and 

after the f ul l oaturit of t he s ame , and thereafter shall be destroyed only on order of the 

Board of Commissioners. Upon any coupons of any such bonds being paid, the City Treasurer 

SECTI N 113 SALARIES AND ~~ AJ.ES --- Paragraph 1 . In General. Unless paid as provid-

ed in the second paragraph of this section , all officers ood employes in the service of the 

City 3hall be enti tIed to ci ty warrants for tbelr authori zed salaries or wages at the end of 

each 'nonth; &nd all officers or employes performing services for the Ci ty for uncertain per

iods , or periods shorter than one month. may be paid weekI • or ut the end of any period of 

Isuch service; a.ll of which matters shall be fully subject to regulEtion by ordinances not 

linconsistent v. i th the charter . All city warrants . pay check or cash issued by the City in 

payment of salaries or WE- g ' s shell b e payable and del i vere d to the offic er or employe of the 
• 

City enti tIed thereto acc ording to the City's accounts; and nei ther the Oi ty , nor any offi-

cer thereof . shall recognize ooy tra.nsfer or aSSignment of such salaries or w£; ges, or honor 

8tly draft or order dr E.wn by a.ny such person against his salary or wages; but nothing herein 

contained shall prevent the payee or holder of any such city wbrrant or pay chech from trans -

erring the sa~, wihenever the Ci ty shall have aVE~ ilabl€ funds subject to treasurer ' s check, 

11 current salaries and wHges shall be paid as in the following paragraph provided. 

Paragraph 2 . Pay Rolls.!.2! Current Payment . vVhenever any auditor's vouchers for 

have been approved as in tile charter provided for a.ny di vis ions of the city depart-Ipay rolls 

rents. and whenever the payment of the salerie s or wages shown thereby to be du e from the 

Ci ty heve been a.uthorized by speci al appropriation therefor. an d funds are avai la b 1 e for the 

immediate payment thereof ,I city warrants wi th treasurer I s checks attached shall thereupon is-

sue for each respective division payable to the City Treasurer in a lump sum sufficient to 

rovide for the payment of such current sala.ri e s and wa.ges in such division . Each city wer

ant and treasurer ' s check so issued shall be by the City Treasuper deposited in the city de-

upon which the same is drawt;l , and shsll be by such bunk passed to the credit of cit 

cc ount to be kept in the name 0 f the Ci ty Treasurer and known as the "Pay Roll Acc ount" . If 

so appropric-ted belong to a specia 1 fund , such deposi ts shi.ll be kept in a sep

rate ace ount and distinguished by sui table words added to th e s tyl e of such acc ount . All 

oneys included in such city warrants and not p&id out as hereunder provided shall belong to 

of the Ci ty from which tb. e same were appropriated-. For all saluies or wages pay-
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able on s. monthly basis , the Ci ty Treasurer shall t hereupon draw, agains t t he appropriate ac

count , his checks as such treasurer, to be termed Pay Checks and made payable to the respect

ive officers or employes of the City as named in an authorized by the pay roll vouchers, each 

such pay check in addition to date , number , amount and name of payee, shall also specify the 

ci ty division, the narre or character of the office or employment and the period of the ser

vice ISid for, and mall refer by nlmbe r , date and fund to the city warrant authorizing its 

payment, and shall have printed on its bLck a form for the transfer thereof , Such pay checks 

shall be furnished by the City Auditor to the City Treasurer , printed , numbered and bound in 

[book form, and so arran ~ed that a stub or carbon copy of each such check shall be retained in 

such book in the office of the City Treasurer. , The City Auditor shall also prepare ell such 

tpay checks , End approve the sam e in w ri ting, ready for the signature of the City Treasurer , 

~nd shall thereupon turn same over to the City Treasurer to be deliverd to pay es , all as 

here in p rovi d ed . Al l such pay checks after bein paid by the drawee bEnk shall be returned 
1 

by it to the City Auditor along with other vouchers returned to the City. All officers or em-

ployes receiving their wages otherwise than on a monthly basis, and all day laborers or other ~ 

persons performing services for the City for uncertain periods, mey be paid by the City Treas- • 

~rer as authorized by the certified payrolls, weekly or at the end of any period of suchser-

~ice out of the appropriate pay roll account, either by such pay checks or in cash, subject to 

puch further regulations l .. S the Board of Comnissioners may by ordinance prescribe . To provide 

For making such cash payments the City Tre&surer sha 11 be authorized to drav; from such Pay 

~oll Account on his check E.S such tr,easurer, usi n g a se arate check for each payroll, bnd in

~erting in such check the word " Cush t
! in place of the name of the payee, sufficient cash to 

nake such payr,I).ents; and it shall be his duty to deposit agf::.in immediately in such. "Pay .3.01 1 

!Account" all sooh moneys not disbursed a.s authorized on such pay rolls; and such redepOSits 

may be made without deposit warrants and the City Treasurer shall be responsible for the 

keeping and due application of all cash so dravm from such Pay Roll Account . The City Treas

~rer shall note in the pay rolls whether the respective amounts were paid by pay checks or in 

cash. Before any· such pay checks or cash payments are delivered to the payees thereof , the 

~ignatures of such offi cers and employes shall beset opposi te their names in the pay roll 

vouchers. Al l such pay roll vouchers shall be retruned by the City Treasurer to the City 

Audi tor wi thin seven days after the pay day ests.blished tterefor, and shall thereafter re 

~ain in the offi ce of the City Audi tor, and shall not thereafter be removed from his custo<i:y 

except on speci al order of the Board of Commiss ioners . 

~hat SECTION 116 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 116. BOAnD OF E'vUALIZ .L1TION Par . 1 . In General. The several commissioners o~ 

'the City shall act ex offici 0 , and wi thout furtmr compensation, as a Bo:..rd of Equalization 

;for all assessments for taxation made by the City . Three of the commissioners shall consti-

~ute a quorum of said bObrd for this purpose . The Boord of Equalization shall convene end s1 t n 

regular meetings for the consideration of the genera 1 assessment lists during t he months of 

~ctober, November and Decanber of each fisBcal year , and may hold special meetings during 

any month to consider any act on any supplemen1El assessments, or for other authorized pur-

poses . A majority of the commi s~i onere present, and acting on said Board of Equalization , ~ 

shall be necess;ry to f:-ny decision of said board . The Board of Equalization sha,ll adopt rules ~ 

~ix1ng the times for its meetings ,and shall give notice thereof by publication ; and may like-

,Wi8e adopt proper regulations for other matters with reference to its procedure; but Shall 

conform to such regulations, if any , as may be established thereof by ordinance . The Board of 

tequalization sha 11 at such meetings, regular or special, ex amine and approve or revise and 

oorrect, in its discretion, 811 assessments made on behalf of the City, in the same manner as 
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~he same are examinpd, approved, revi ed, corrected . and equalized by the County Commissioner 

b ourt for st te and county assessments, except as in the charter otherwise provided. The 

I 

of Equalizat ion hall cause the Commissi oner of Teax tion to bring before them at such 

for their ins'pection , in conformity wi th the purpose of the meeting, all general as

essment lists or rolls , rendered end unrendered , for the current fiscal yes:r, or all sup

lemente:-l assessment lists or rolls for assessments newly made , together wi th ny other de

ired books, maps , papers or records appertaining to assessments . The board shall see that al 

roperty is a f' sessed as by the charter required, and if they discover that any taxable pro

erty has been omi tted from any assessment list or roll, they aha 11 cause such property to be 

or entered by the Coronis ioner of T xation as required by or under the charter . It 

the speci al duty and function of the Board of EqUh-liz ti)n , and. of the several com-

issioners acting as members thereof, to equalize , as near as may be, the valuation of all 

roperty sup ject to or rendered for taxation, and they shall b.e authorized to adopt or p

rove any zmnner of assessment so as to equalize val".lations and taxes ~s aforesaid ; nd they 

y in their discretion either lower or raise any assessed valuations or correct ny des

ssessmen ts of ny property ; provided- however that before any change sh 11 be 

ade un any list of property rendered by or for any owner , whereby the valuation of such pro

ertymay be increased notice and opportunity for a hearing shall be given to such owner or 

hi gent who rendered ruch property . Said comniiisioners, as a board of Equalization , sh 11 

have power at any meeting to summon before them any property ownerS or other persons to te -

ify with reference to any tax ble property or its value, and shall have power to administer 

I 

a t hs and to punish for contempt , not exceeding One Hundred Dollar fine. Any person so aum-

oned but failing or refusing to a ppear before said board , or failing orrefusing to give ev-

dence or answer any question as to his property or ny part thereof , or as to any other pro-

erty , or as to the value, description. ownership , location , custody, or any other matter re-

ating to any such property , shall be deemed guilty of contempt within t h e meaning of this 

ecti on . 

Par . 2 . H,arings ~ Dec l ions. Any per on owning or holding taxable property i 

this city , rendered by or for him during any fiscal year for taxation, who has protested such 

assessment f: S in the charter prOVided , shall have the right to appear, either in person or by 

gent, before the Board of Equalization during its si ttinge for such fiscal year. Any person 

property , rendered or unrendered, the asSessment of which for the fis-

I year then current has not been pr otested as aforesaid, shall nevertheless be uthorized 

it o file wi th the Ci ty Clerk, address ed to the Bard of Equalization, at adY ti:ne before or 

uring the month of October of any fiscal year, a protest in writing , stating the postoffice 

of such person, and requesting that the board set down for hearing his protest con

such assessment of any specified property owned or held by him . ~he Board of Equ 1-

shall during it 8 8i tt ings for such fiscal year gi ve to all persons so protestillg no

ice an d opportuni ~ ~ be heard before said board , and to show cause t if any he has, why his 

ssessment should be altered or corrected . Notice shall be given by the clerk of the board to 

11 persons who have protested their assessments as herein prOvided, advising them of the d y 

ixed for hearing their protests; and each such person shall thereafter a ttend the meetings 

f the board until "the board shall dispose of his protest; provided tba t if ny person sha 11 

ot receive such notice before the 30th dar of Uovember of such year nd shall desire to pro- 

ecute his protes t, he shall fi Ie wi in the Ci ty Clerk , address ed to the Board of Equa liz tio , 

request inwriting that his protest be set down for hearing and the City Cl erk shall pre-

sent the same to t he next regul t.-r mee ting of the Boa :cd of Commissioners. Any person not eppear

ng on the day when his protest shall be reached for hearing by the board , or not receiving 
II 
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notice to appear and failing to :fi Ie written reques t in accordance with the foregoing pro-

viso , s hall be deemed to he ve waived his lprotest, bu may nevertheless, in the discretion 0 

the board and on his request, be he rd at any time prior to the final adjournment of the re- II 

gular session of the board for any fiscal ~ar. The Board of Equal ization shall continue in 

session and hold me('ltings from time to time unitl all protests and requests for hearings, 

mi:: de or filed in accordance with the charter , shall have been finally disposed of as in the 

charter p;:ovided; but the bO<ll"d shall complete its regular session on or before December 31st; 

and at any spec ia 1 mee tings conven ed to co nsi der supplemen tal ass essments the b card sha 11 not 

be expected or authorized to consider any valid assessments made prior to November first of 

the fi scal year then curr en t. 

Par. 3. Minutes, Certificates and Effect . The board shall cause to be regularly kepi, 

by the City Assessor who shall be ~ officio clerk of the board, true and correct minutes of 

a.llof its meetings, proceedings, rules , regulations and business, including a record of the 

appearance of all owners and other persons before the board, and of the nature and subject of 

their protests, and the action of the board thereon; and also a record of the action of the 

[board on all other lists, inven tori es, assessn ents and rolls, rendered and unrendered, Such 

I~inut es may be kept by wi rUng or stsmping the same on the assessment lists, concerned, or by 

entries in a separate minute book or books kept for such purpose , or in part by each of aa.id 

methods. After the Board of Equal i zati on shall h8 ve completed i ts examina ti on, approval and 

correction of the general assessment lists said board ahall ma.ke, and cause to be entered in 

its minutes, a certificate in writing to be 6 igned b;l at least three of such commissioners, 

certifying that said boord has fully eXbmined and approved, or revised and corrected, as pro-

vided by the ch arter , all lists, inventories, assessments and v luations for taxation, c on-

tained in the general ssessment lists, rendered and unrendered, made by the Corrmissioner of 

Taxation for t~ fiscal year then current; and certifying teat said board has caus e d all pro

perty on the general assessmen t lists to be va lued in accordance wi th the charter, and haa ooml

pleted the consideration of all matters pending before the board, and that each and a.ll f 

said assessment lists. and all. assessments thereon, have been approved or corrected in CO(l-

~ ormity with the finding and orders of the board. Upon the making of such final certificate, ,. 

tl Signed or certified co !)y of the SEme shall be presented to the Board o·f Conmissioners at 

regular meeting thereof , snd smll be there read in full, and thereupon shall be recorded in 

the minutes of such meet ing of th e Bard of Corrmiss ione rs. The dec iaions, corrections t ap-

proval and certificates of the Bo[.rd of Equali:ation shall be ii nal and conclusive as to any 

and all assessments on any am all assesement lists a 'ld rolls so certified, except as to pro-
., 

Perty owne rs who, havi ng present ed t hei r protest s befo re said Boar d of Equali zation, shall 

t~reafter, prior to the city tax levy of such fiscal year , bring suit in SOOle court of com

~etent jurisdiction to enjoin such assessment and levy bS to his property. 

That . SECTION 11611. be added to the charter, presel'ving certain proviai ons now con

~ained in Section 116, and to read as follows: 

SECTIon 116A. TAXAT I ON --- MISCELLANEOUS P::-{OVISIOUS. "All city taxes shall be lev

~ed, assessed and collected in the sane manner as may be providf' d by the laws of the state for 

the levy, assessmen t and co llect ion of state nd County taxeS I except as in the ch arter by ex

press pro vis ion or necessary implication .otherwise lawfully provided. The Board of Commission

~rs may by ordinmce provisions not inconsistent with the charter, ltregulate the mode and 

~anner of assessing and collecting city taxes as the HBo cud of Comnissioners" may deem proper, 

~lthough not in accordance with the provision s of the state laws governing the assessm~ ts ani 

and co 11 ecti on of county taxes, and may provi de for th e advertisement and sale of property for 

delinquent taxes in such man'1e~ as they may deem proper and provide for the payment of costs 

• 

" 
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of such advertisement and &Je nd execution of deeds to be made against the owner of such 

property . purchaser o:f property at a tax s ale shall be s ubrogated t o a 11 the r i ghts of the 

ICit y wi th r e fer ence t o th e collect i on f tuxes gainst said property ; "P rovi ded that pur

cbasers of property sold at tax ales for city texes s~ 11 have , al-l and singular , the arne 

rights and titles as purchasers of property sol at imil&.r tax s81es for st&te nd county 

taxes . In addi t ion to &11 powers end uthori ty vested in t he Co i oner of T tion by the 

ICharter, he n. hall have 11 the rights till t are now or may be hereafter <lonf erred upon County 

. I ssess ors of thi st te." 

That SECTIO 118 be am ended by adding the reto the following prov is ; provided.2.2!!:. 

lever that except as to public property used for public purposes , the owners of all real pro

erty in this City claimed as exempt from tsxation , shall furnish to the City an file with 

he City Clerk , proof of 1he facts required to create 9.lch exemption; and upon such evi ence 

~being furnished the Board of Comni ioners sh-all consider the same " and if established and 

Irpproveo. said.B rd shall allow such exemption by ordinance stating the groun s of such ex

'empti on ; a.nd the Corrmissi oner of Tax ti n hall include in the assessment nd tax rolls of al 

rea 1 prope rty in this Ci ti exc pt such may be exempt from taxation by reason of public 

Ibwnership and use , or such as mc.y be shown and allowed to be exempt as aforesaid . 

That SECTION 124 be amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTIOJ) 124 . DEFI ITIONS AND GEN:&l.6.L pnOVISIONS . Unless otherwif e indi cated b th 

and purpos • the terms below referred to when used in the charter, or in any ordin-

c e or res 0 Iu t ion to be sBed by the Board of Cormni sioners after the adoption of this sec-

tion . shall be ttken to have the following statutory or commonly accepted legal significai 

i ns, to-wi t: words used in the masculine gender shall include tm femenine and neuter; the 

Singular and plural number shall each include the other; the present or past tense shall in-

clude th future ; the word uperson" s 11 t 
pply to and incl ude corporation, association, 

irm or partnershi 8P well as a na t ural person; and the word "street" shall apply to and in

lude public streets , public alleys and all other highways in t he Ci ty of San ntonio , to

-ether wi. th all bridges culverts and o1her connecting parts thereof. The headlines prefixed 

to the s ecti ons and paragr phs of the charter , to gethe r wi th 11 c ross references in paren

to provisions of the ch brter, or to provisions of law, and all historical notes in 

rackets following such section or paragraphs, shall be regarded 8S ins rted for conve.1 ience 

and the same shall never be considered in construing the ch ter or any provision or 

art thereof . Whenever any secti on of the charter is divided into separate paragraphs, such 

aragraphs may be iden tified by number or letter nd referred to or indicated as " Par . " fol

owed by the number, end letter if sny , of the paragraph . ProviSions of the charter in quo

ation marks unless otherwise state indicate language retE:ined without change from acts of 

he legislature . All sections bearing the same " number but distinguished by letters added to 

uch numb('r shall be contrued as part s , or divisions, of one se vti on. No amendment of ny 

part of the charter shall ever be held to amend or repeal any other part or provision of the 

charter unless such amendment shall express ly or by necessary implication so provide . 

That SECTION 1£4A be added to the charter following Section 124 and to read uS fol-

ows: 

SECTII 124A . NOTICES . Except as · may be otherwise specially prescribed by law , or 

:by the charter, or by any ordiname , whenever it is in any manner reguire Li trot the City , or 

y officer Or officers thereof , shall give any written notice to my person concernin~ ny 

tter whatsoever, it sh 11 in all cases and for all purposes be sufficient and reasonable 

otice, end service thereof . ( otice.El. Publication) to publish such notice for any specified 

umb er of ti meS dur ing any pec1fi ed pe ri od in the offic 1al journal " ei ther in general te rms t 



or specially mentioning n&IIles of persons or identifying property , bL.sinesses or occupationsto 

which such notices relate-, or in such other manner or form of publication as may be prescrib 

ed; and the affidavit of the publisher or namager of such official journa I showing such pub

lication shall be su1'ficient re urn and proof of such notice by puclication; (Personal Notice) 

or it sbBll also be sufficient to serve on any such person in due time, addressed to him, the 

required notice in writing signed by the officer or officers v, hose duty it is to gi ve such 

notice, and any officer or employe of the City , or other reputable person, may serve any such 

notic e, c.ni his return indorsed, IIilde nd sworn to on a copy of such notice, showing that the 

same is 8 copy of the original notice served by him on the addressee of such notice in per

son, and showing the date of such service, mall be sufficient return an.d proof of such ser

vice ; ( otice ~~) or it shall also be ufficient to forward such written notice by re

gistered United st tea mail sddressed to such person individually, and the registry receipt 

of the re cei v ing postoffic e, to gether wi th t he registry return receipt of the addressee or 

any person signing for him, showing the delivery of puch communication and the date of such 

delivery, together with a copy of such written notice, with the certificate thereon of the 

officer or officers who gave the samet ShONing that such notice is a true copy of the notice 

sent by registered mail to such addressee a6 aforesaid, shall be sufficient return 

d proof of eervioe on such s ddressee; provided tht.t oth'er and diffel'ent rAquirements or 

rovisions for notices in particular cases may be provided 'by ordinances or city contracts, 

nd shall control as to such matters; but unless otherwise provided notice in any of the forms 

s pe d i f i ad sha 11 beg i v en • 

That SECTION 127 be amended so 8S to read as follows: 

SECTION 127. PURCHASING AGEliT . Par . 1. In General . The City Purchasing Agent shall 

e a qualified voter of the City of San .i ntonio , at least thirt y years of e. ge, Who has had 

ot less than three year s experience in c orrmeriea 1 bus iness. Before en tering 0 the perform-

nce of his duties the PurchaSing Agent shall mEke, execute nd deliver to the City , good 

nd sufficient official bond in b. sum not less then Tweny Fi\e Thousa.nd ( 25,000 . 00) Dollars , 

uch €.s shall be pproved by 'tt.e Board o£ Comnissioners. It shall be the especial du.ty of 

he Purchasing Agent , using all care and prudence pra.cticable to promote the best interests 

to arr nge for the :furnishing, purchase, procurement, inspection, eXEill1ining and 

eliveryof all materials , animals, tools , applicances, vehicles , machinery, supplies &nd 

ther personal property of any, kind or cheracter whE:tsoever, and of rpiscell neous temporary 

ervices not otherwise provided, all and singular, Sleh as may be authorized to be procured at 

he expense and for the use of the City , excepting, however, such things and services as ill y b 

urnished by contractors under city contracts in connection with the construction of permanent 

ublie improvements; and the word ftsupplies" or "purchases" shall be understOOd, subjectto the 

arne exceptions, to include and refer to m.y or all things and services above pecified. 

he Purchasing Agent shall also perform all further duties, Blld conform to all further regu

a tj ons t all as now or hereafter provided by chfJrter or ordinanc e . 

Par . 2. Reguisitions for Supplies. The Purchasing Agent shall prescribe, subject to 

further regulation by ordinance, forms for requisition blanks to be used by the differenct 

departments and diviSions for supplies required for use b .. ' such department or division . All 

such requiSitions shall. be printed and prepared in quadruplicate, on Sheets of di tinctive 

colors, on wi th "Original" there on to be filed in the office of the Ci ty Audi tor , and one 

wi th ftDu1"l1icate fl thereon ~ .... "'e re tained by the Purch . A t x w u ~ s1ng gen , and one with "Triplicate" 

thereon to be delivered to the person from whom such supplies are purchased, and one with 

" uadruplicate" thereon to be retained by the chief of the diviSion making such requisition. 

All such requisitions shall describe the supplies deSired Bnd shall be prepared , dated, and 
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signed in quadruplic~te by sane Ell thorized officer or employe of the di vision making such 

reouisition; and the original thereof shall be signed by the chief of such division nd 

shall then, if regular and authorized, be countersigned by the commissioner of the depart

ment . When such original , duplicate and triplicate requisitions are presented to the Pur

chas ing Agen t, if he find the same to be regular and executed in due form, he shall pprove 

in writing such original , duplicate nd triplicate copies ; and he shall also present the or-

ginal t hereof to the Mayor for hi approving sigmture. Thereupon the .2urchasing Agent shal 

take all necessary steps to cause such supplies to be furnished or purchased in conformity 

with such reruisition, and shall file the original t~reof with the City Auditor, and, upon 

any purchase being ma.de, he shall deliver to the seller the approved triplicate copy , who 

may require e receipt thereon on delivery of the supplies in question . ~'/here the supplies . 

have been duly delivered~ the .urchasing Agent shall require ~nd cause to be indorsed on the 

original and duplicate copies of the requisition therefor, receipts showing t 'hat such sup-

plies have l)een delivered in good condition to the division which made requisition for the 

same. 

Par . 3 . Advertisenents and Bids . Whenever ny purchases of supplies shall have 

been authorized, or whenever so directed by the Mayor, the Purchasing Agent shall advertise 

for bids in the official jourml f r a period not to be less than five (5) days before the 

bids ure to be opened. All such c:.dvertisements shall describe the supplies and state the 

quantity desired, and the date for the delivery ther of , and smll state the date on which 

the bids will be opened. together with any other matter proper for the information of bid

ders. Al l bids tendered shell b e competitive bids, prepared in triplicate and sealed in an 

envelope- indorsed wi th the name of the bidder, the subject of the bid, and the date fixed 

for opening same ; and such sealed bids shall be filed with the Ci ty Cl erk on or before the 

time ixed for openin~ such bids. Vlhen so provided by ordinance a deposit of money or check 

or the submission of sam ~j les, may be prescribed . All such bids shall be opened and examined 

at a meeting of the Bard of Commi sioners , snd thereupon the City Clerk shall retain one of 

said triplicate copies of bidS , and one shLIl be filed in the office of the City Auditor , 

a.ni one shall be delivered to the Purchasing Agent. If so ordered. the Purchas i ng Agent shall 

IltabU1.ete such bidS , or make any eXQIIlmations of the supplies offered , nd shall report there

on to the Comnissioners. All copies of such bids shall be public records. In case the bids 

ecei ved are not satisfactory . or if it ppears tl'at there h a.s been any collusion among bid-

ers , it sha 11 be the duty of the Purchasing Agent to reject such bidS , a.nd to advertise for 

ew bids as before . 

Par . 4 . Contr cte for Supplies . Contracts for all supplies Shbll be aw~rded to the 

lowest bidder, and no such contract or purchase shall be made unless the payment therefor 

s hall have been previously provided for by ordinance; ~rovided however that tn cases of im

edillte need, purchases not exceeding One Hundred (~IOO . OO ) Dollars in amount may be ,:lade by 

he Purchasing Agent at prevailing prices without taking or advertising for bids, but in 

ach such case the "trt1ten approval of the Mayor must be obtained on the original requisi tion 

or such upplies, and the requisiti ons and bills therefor sha 11 show that the S[.me is an 

'Emergency Purchase" ; nd provided further that notwithsta,ndlng the foregoing provisions the 

oard of Comnissioners Shill have power , in cases of urgen t need of supplies or in case the 

of any 1} articular kind or ch racter or supplie s be deemed to be for the public in

r erest. by ordinlmce specially reciting the actu 1 reasons for such actLm. to waive any de

ects affecting the bids presented, or to authorize any contr ct for such particular supplies 

hough the same be at e. cost higher than the price named by other bidders for similar sup

lies of another kind or cmracter . llhe City shall not be obligated to p y for any supplies 
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not purch&sed in confo:rmi ty wi th th e provis ions of this secti on . 

Par . 5 . Bills for Supplies . Al l bills to be paid by the City for supplies purchas

ed in any manner shall be filed in duplicate by the persons from whom such supplies are broug t 

in 1he office of the Purch&sing Agent . and in such form as he may require, on or before the 

tenth day of the month in which payment is expected. After ppropriation made therefor , city 

warrant s shall be issued for 11 such bi lIs on auditor ' s vouchers prepared and executed by th 

Purchasing Agent . Before executirg any auditor ' s voucher for the payment of any bill for sup

plies , the Purchasing Agent shall examine the bids , if any, and the receipted requisitions, or 

otherwise verify t he prices, amounts and due deli very to the City of 11 supplies for which 

ills are presented , and smll thereupon execute such auditor ' s vouchers, showing the receipt 

of such supplies by the City , and shall then file such vouchers with the City Auditor with one 

copy of the bill thereto attached ; ;provided the countersignature of the Mayor shall not be 

equired, unless so provided by ordinance, on auditor ' s vouchers for supplies purchased in a

ounts less thaa One Hundred ($100 . 00) Dollars . The Purchasing Agent shall retain one copy of 

all such bill s, and, after noti ng t hereon the date and number 0 f the ci ty warrants whereby 

the sarre are paid, he shall keep and preserve the same in his files, alphabetically arranged 

in the names of the sellers . 

Par . 6. Purchasing Division --- Additional Duties . The Purchasing Division , in ad

ition to other matters , shall comprehend three distinc t services or bureaus of the City , to 

e maintained in the Depal tmen t of .L'ublic Affairs, and under the general management of the 

Purchasing Agent , to-wit: 

Par. 7 . Supply Bureau . The Supply Bureau shall be conducted by an officer of the 

be known as the Superintendent of Supplies, whose duty it shall be to keep appropriate 

took ace. ounts and descript ive invento ries of B 11 stock a.nd supplies of whatsoever character 

wned by the City , inc luding in said terms stock and supplies , all vehicles, machinery, an

mals, furnitur e , implemmts , tools, applicances, materials, supplies , equipment, and all othe 

ersonal property, whether used or held in any department, division, office or service, or 

wned and held by the City as a stock or reser v e from which to furnish to the various branches 

f the public service the stock and supplies requisite for the conduct of public business; 

d the Superintendent of Supplies shall cause and require all such stock and supplies to be 

and accounted for in accordance with the public purposes for which the same are pro 

ided; and shall cause to be issued as may be authorized , all "additional stock and supplies 

equired for such use in each division, office or service of tile City ; and shall k eep proper 

(; counts Vii th each of thetp , charging them respecti vely wi th all stock and supplies held by 

hem or issued to them, and crediting then with all stock am supplies accounted for; it shall 

Iso be the dUty of the Superintendent of Supplies to eXercise control over, ani to keep in th 

uthorized supply depots , a 11 stock and supplies belonging to the City and not in current use; 

nd said Superintendent shall manage all surplus stock and supplies and keep and maint'ain and 

reissue the same in suitable repair and condit ion; and all matters relating to such business 

ha 11 be subject to further regulat ion by ordinance, or by Bny authorized resolution or in

structions. 

Par . 8 . Bureau of Mea ures and Rates . The Bureau of HeasureE and Hates shall be 

aintained under the superintendence of the Inspector of Measures and R tes, for the super

' sion of regulations conc erning public utility services and weights and measures, and for th 

esting of meters, sca le s and measures; and sha~l include the investigati on nd regulation , 

der th 'e controlling ordinances or oth ex provisions, and the adjustment when practicable, of 

atters relating to the ra tes, service, quantity , quali ty or efficiency of any or a 11 ser

rvices or commodities furnished to ihe City, or to any p erson or persons in this City, by any 

, 
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public utility company, holding or us ing any franchise or privilege in the public streets ; 

and also the compiling of data. as to canparative service, rates, costs a.nd values, as pre-

vai ling in thi s City and in other ci ti es; and the Board of Commiss ioners sha 11 ha ve power by 

ordiname to provide a II necessary or proper regula tions with reference to said m tters or 

lany of them; and it she. 11 b e t 'he du ty of said Inspector of Measures and R tea to make all re

quired examint tions, investigations, tests and reports for all such matters and things, wh e th 

er relating to public utilities or a.ny other business. 

Par . 9 . Compl int Bureau. The Complaint Bure u shall be maintained under the im

ediate charge of a clerk whose duty it shall be to receive and transmit to the division 

chief concerned, all complaints concerning the public service , and all complaints concerning 

lany matter or condition supposed to be subject to regulation or correotion by the City; but 

:no such complaint she. 11 be held to t ke the placeof, or to have the effect of t ny notice re-

qui.ced by law, charter, ordinance or ci ty contract to be given to ny officer of the Ci ty. 

That SECTION 134 be amend ed 80 e.s to read as follows: 

SECTION 134 . Except as is or may be lawfully provided or necessarily implied in ny 

mendment of the charter, the previous statusquo of the Ci ty and its rights, powers, immuni t

ies, officers and aff irs sha 11 not be distrubed by the doption of tiny such amendment; but 

11 officers of the Ci~ shall continue in office until their successors shall be elected or 

~ppointed nd qualified, and all lawful ordinances, resolutions, acts, rules and regul&tions 

of the City , theretofore lawfully adopted and in effect, shall continue in full force, in ac-

cordance with their face, tenor and effect, all except in so far as such conti~uat10n may be 

l"nConsistent wi th the charter s so amended; provided all such matters shall be and remain 

FUbject to the exercise of any aal 11 powers of a.mendment, altera.tion, regula.tion or other 

ction reserved by the charter. 

Th t SECTION L35 be mended so as to re d as follows: 

SECTION 135. Should any section, paragraph or provision enacted or adopted at any 

time as a part of the charter, for ny reason, be held to be inoperative or invL.lid, no other 

rovision or part of the charter which is separable from such invclid pert, shall be thereby 

nvalidated; and if any exception to or limitation upon any general provision enacted or 

dO"9ted as a part of t he charter shall be held to be inva lid for ny reason, the general 

rovis ion shall nevertheless stand and remai n in effect. 

SECTION FIVE: That the ballot for aid election shall be prepared as provided by 

aw , and in such mamer that each voter may vote "yes" or "no" on anyone amendment or 

mendments wi thout voting 'yes" or "no' on all of said. mendments: 

SECTION SIX: That the managers or officers of said election for each said election 

recinct shall be her e after appointed and selected in accordance with the laws and ordinances 

1f Olf such cas es mE de an d pr ovi ded: 

SECTION SEVEN: rl:hfl t a copy of thi ordinan ce signed by the Mhyor of the Ci ty of 

an Antonio, shall constitute a proper order for said election, an d a copy thereof with such 

additions as may be ppropriate, shall be sufficient proclamation and notice of said electio 

d the Mayor is hereby directed to cause such notice to be published by posting a copy of 

such notice in each of sai " el ection preCincts at a public place, viz; at or near the resp c t 

I" ve voting places hereinbefore (lamed, at least thiry (30) days before the date fixed for hol(). 

el ecti on: 

SECTION EIGHT: Th?;t the Mayor ani City Clerk be, and they are hereby directed to 

: au sa publication t -his ordinbnce at once in snr.le newspaper of gene:r&.l circulation published i 

this City, and to r equire and preserve prQper proof of such publication; and a l so to have prin -

~d a sufficient number of copies of said propos 0d amend'Tmn:s and to mail a copy of each of 
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said proposed am~n ments to e.ach qualified voter of t his City as appears from the tax collect ". 

or's rolls for the year ending January 31st, ~ .D. 1917. 

SECTION NINE: That after the votes cast t said election shall have been counted, iii 

the commissioners shall mske and caupe to be entered an official order upon the records of 

the City, shcming the results of sai li election am the approval or rejection of each such 

proposed am~ndment, vnd each such amendment whi ch a.ha 11 have been approved by (i majorit y of 

the qualified voters voting at such election, shall bA shown and declarAd by such official 

order to have been adopted, and from and after the entry as aforesaid of such official order 

all amendments so declsred to have been approved and adopted, shall be and become a part of 

the Charter of the City of San Antonio . 

SECTIOI TEN: That a pub lic emergency exists requiring that t his ordinance become 

effective immedia te ly, in th a t amendment s of th e existing charter necessary to the public 

welfare should be made befo j'e June 1st of the curren t year; a1d t his ordinance shall take 

effect and be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval. 

DULY PASSED AND A2iROVED THIS 20 DAY OF APRIL A.D. 1917. 

Clinton G. Brown. 
I.layor, City of San Ant oni o. 

ATTEST : 

Fred Fri es. 
Ci ty Clerk. 

" ) 

By James Simpson. 
Asst . City Clerk. 

.'. 
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AN ORDINANCE OF-4-~ 

Amending the Finance ordinances of the City by adding certain provisions thereto. , 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

That the finance ordinances .. of the City be, and they are hereby 

amended b,y adding the~eto ihe following provisions with reference to loans made to the 

City as provided b.y the charter and ordinances, to-wit: 
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Whenever at the end of any fiscal year, it shall appear that the collections 

of the City taxes and revenues for the general fund of such fiscal year have been 

insufficient for the full payment at maturity of the principal and interest of any 

sums borrowed by the City against the general fund for such expiring fiscal year, then 

and thereupon all collections of general fund taxes and revenues of the City for any 

and all previous fiscal years shall be and become ~ special fund. and, in so far as not 

otherwise pledged or appropriated previous to the expiration of such fiscal year, such 

back tax collections shall stand pledged as additional and cumulative security for the 

due payment of all sums 80 borrowed for previous fiscal years, together with the 

interest contracted to be paid thereon; and all such back tax collections are hereby 

create4 and declar ed to be a special fund whicb shall be held and applied as aforesaid 

until all loans to the City on account of any and all previous fiscal years shall be 

wholly paid and satisfied; and all such loans shall have priority according to the 

dates of the same. 

And in consideration that the present city depositories, viz. the Alamo National 

Bank and the State National Bank, will" make to the City the loans authorized b.Y the 

ordinances pa-ssed and approved on lI4a.y 1917. the Ci ty hereby contracts and agrees 
. ---- ... , 

that all back tax collections made or to be made by the City on account of any and all 

previous fiscal years, and not otherwise heretofore pledged or appropriated. shall 

stand pledged to the holders of ~o~es of th e City issued for fiscal year 1916, and 
7 

shall be applied to the payment thereof as aforesaid until said ~otes and interest are 

fully paid and satisfied. all in accordance with the general provisions herein above 

set forth. 
..-

PASSED AND APPROVED, this the 3ist day of M~, 191? 

Attest: 

Fred Fries, 

C1 ty Clerk. 

Clinton G. Brown, 

Mayor City of San Antonio. 

".-
.../ 
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AN ORDINANCE 0 F -If ~ 
quiring the grubbing and removal of weeds, brush, rubbish and any and all other object

ional. unsightly or insanitary matter from any lot or lots or parcels of real estate within 

this City, and the levelling, filling in, deaining and regulating of the surface of any of 

said lots or premises so as to prevent stagnant water standing therein, declaring the 

same a public nuisance and fixing penalities for violatio~ :thereof; also providing that 

such work and improvements ·may be made by the Ci ty at th,e cost of the owners of said lots 

or premises. fixing a lien therefor and providing for foreclosure of such liems; repealing 

all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, and declaring an emergency. 
. . \ / 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY 'OF SAN ANTONIO: 

Section -I. Nuisance, Whenever and whereever weeds. rUbbish, and all other objectional 

unsightly or unsanitary matter of whatever nature, shall exist, covering or partly covering 

the surface of any lot or lots or ·parc.el of real estate si tuated wi thin the corporate 

limits of this City, or when of said lot or lots or parcels of real estate, as aforesaid, 

shall have the serface therof filled with holes or be in such condition that the same 

holds or is liable to hold stagnant water therein, or if from any other cause shall be in 

such condition as to be liable to cause disease or produce. harbor or spread disease 

germs of a~ nature, or tend to render the surrounding atmosphere unhealthy, unwholesome 

or obnOXious, the same shall constitute and is hereby declared to constitute a .,public 
. / ~ 

nuisance, the irompt abatement of which is herebj declared to be a public necessity. Said 
y 

lot or lots or parcels of real estate, in addition to the ground within .their respective 

boundaries, shall be held to include all lots or parcels of grouhd lying and being adjacent 

to and extending beyond the property line' of any suvh lot or lots or parcels of real 

estate to the curb line of adjacent streets. where a curb line has been established, and 

eight feet beyond the property line where no curb-line has been esta~li8he4 on adjacent 

streets, and also the center of adjacent alleys. 

Section 2. WORDS DEFINED. The word "weeds" as herein used shall include all rank and 

uncultivated vegitable growth or ,matter which has grown to more taxaaa than one foot in 

height, or which regardless of height is liable to become an unwholesome or a decaying 

mass or breeding place for mosquitos or vermin; the word "brush" as herein used shall 

include all trees or shrubbery under seven feet in height which are not cultivated and 

cared for Qr the person owning . or controlling the premises; the word "rubbish" shall in

clude all refuse, rejected tin cans, old vessel s of all sorte, useless/articles, discarded 

clothing and textiles of all sorts. and in gener al all litter and other things usually 

included within the meaning of said term; the words "any and all other objectional. 

unsightly or unsanitary matter of whatever nature" shall include all u ncultivated vegatable 

growth, objects and matter not included within the meaning of the other terms as herein 

used, which are liable to produce or tend to create an unhealthy, unwholesome or unsanitary 

condition to the premises of the locality generally where situated. 

Section 3. Penalty Any owner, lessee. or occupant, whether a natural person or 

corporation. or any agent, servant. representativ~ or employe of any suvh owner. lessee , 
or occupant, including any person having ownership, occupancy or control of any lot or 

lots or parcel of real estate ( or any part thereof or imterest therein) situated within 

the limits of this City, on which there exists any nuisance as herein defined, who shall 

allow or permit any such nuisance to be created or to remain and continue if created and ,., , 

established. or who shall fail, refuse or neglect to remove or abate such nuisance b.Y 

grubbing or removing such weeds, brush. rubbish or other obj'ectional. unsightly or unsan-


