
AN ORDINANCE 7 722 3 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF QUITCLAIMS TO 
OWNERS OF PROPERTIES ABUTTING A FORMER 30 FOOT 
WIDE ELECTRIC POWER LINE EASEMENT BETWEEN LOTS 
19 AND 20 IN BLOCK 1, NEW CITY BLOCK 12009, AND 
BETWEEN LOTS 18 AND 19 AND 1 AND 34 IN BLOCK 3, 
NEW CITY BLOCK 12011, DELL-WOOD MANOR 
SUBDIVISION. 

* * * 

WHEREAS, by instrument dated 27 October 1926 and appearing of 
record in Volume 919 at Page 41, Deed Records of Bexar County, 
Texas, F. Herff and Adolph Herff, individually and as independent 
executors of the estate of Dr. F. Herff, deceased, Charles A. 
Herff, August A Herff, William L. Herff, John B. Herff and Emmy 
Dittmar, a feme sole, individually and as independent executrix of 
the estate of Albert Dittmar, deceased, granted to the Comal Power 
Company an easement for electric transmission and distribution 
lines consisting of a variable number of wires together with 
necessary or desirable appurtenances over, across and upon a thirty 
(30) foot wide strip of land in the Pedro Camarillo Survey No.3; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Herff and Dittmar property subject to the easement was 
subsequently conveyed to others and all or parts of it ultimately 
subdivided into lots and blocks and platted as Del-Wood Manor 
Subdivision, the plat of which appears of record in Volume 3377 at 
Page 153 of the Plat Records of Bexar County, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the subdivision plat of Dell-Wood Manor recognized, 
honored and preserved the electric power line easement described 
above as a 30 foot wide strip situated between Lots 19 and 20 in 
Block 1, New City Block 12009, and between Lots 18 and 19 and Lots 
1 and 34 in Block 3, New Bity Block 12011 as shown on the plat 
attached hereto as Exhibit "A"; and 

WHEREAS, the city of San Antonio, acting by and through its City 
Public Service Board, is the current holder of the electric power 
line easement described above as part of its electric and gas 
system; and 

WHEREAS, by instrument dated 3 September 1992 and appearing of 
record in Volume 5445 at Pages 1817 through 1820, Official Real 
Property Records of Bexar County, Texas, the City Public Service 
Board has released such easement between the north boundary of 
Shannon Lee Drive and the south boundary of the alley north of 
Barbara Drive in New City Blocks 12009 and 12011, save and except 
those portions of such easement lying and being situated within 
fourteen (14) feet of the boundary lines of each crossing street 
and alley; and 



WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate and in the public interest to 
assist the owners of the abutting lots in quieting their title to 
the fee underlying such former easement and to return such remnant 
strips of property to the real property tax rolls; NOW THEREFORE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

Section 1. The release of the electric power line easement by the 
city of San Antonio acting by and through its City Public Service 
Board as recorded in Volume 5445 at pages 1817 through 1820, 
Official Real Property Records of Bexar County, Texas is hereby 
confirmed and approved. 

section 2. The City Manager,Assistant City Manager or Assistant to 
the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the 
City of San Antonio quitclaims to the owners of lots abutting the 
former easement area those portions of such former easement which 
correspond to their underlying fee ownership. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this ~~ day of --~~~~--F------' 1993. 

ATTES~ ~ /. 
;T:' \ ~ Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
!~ 1. ty Attorney 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
IIEM NO. ~ S:" 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet 

TO City Council through City Manager 

FROM Office of the City Attorney 

COPIES File 

SUBJECT: Proposed ordinance authorizing quitclaims to owners of 
properties abutting power line easement abandoned by City 
Public Service Board. 

12 December 1993 

SummarY and recommendation. The'proposed ordinance would authorize 
execution of quitclaims to owners of properties abutting an 
electric power line easement previously abandoned and released by 
City Public Service Board in New City Blocks 12009 and 12011. 
Passage is recommended in order to clear title and return the 
properties to the real property tax rolls. 

Background. The 30 foot wide electric power line easement in 
,volved was originally secured by Comal Power Company in 1926 and 
later transferred to City Public Service Board. After creation of 
the easement, the properties across which it runs were conveyed out 
of the original grantors and eventually subdivided into Dell-Wood 
Manor Subdivision. The plat recognized and honored the power line 
easement and platted lots abutting it on both sides. By operation 
of law fee title to the property within this easement passed into 
the owners of the adjacent platted lots. The easement has not been 
utilized by city Public Servce Board in several years and on ,3 
September 1992 its General Manager executed a release of easement 
as to the properties here involved. Title companies, however, have 
demonstrated a cautious reluctance to disregard established 
easements unless there is a quitclaim of record to the specific 
areas covered. It thus ,appears to be in the mutual interests of 
the City and the abutting owners to clarify the status of the 
record title. 

Financial impact. There are no public funds to be expended as a 
result of the proposed action. 

policy considerations. Public policy favors promotion of the 
beneficial use of land as well as certainty and reliability of 
title. It would appear to be in the particular interest of the 
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Memorandum to City Council 13 November 1992 Page 2 

City to clarify clouded title to remnant strips of land which have 
no independent utility and to return such remnants to beneficial 
use as well as to the real property tax rolls. 

RECOMMENDED: 

t City Manager 

, Respectfully submitted, 

~,'~C1.~ 
~ACKSON C. HUBBARD 
Chief Attorney 
Real Estate Section 


