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AN ORDINANCE 5 345 8 
AMENDING CHAPTER 34 (SIGNS) OF THE CITY CODE 
HITH RESPECT TO PORTABLE SIGNS; AND PROVIDING 
THAT ANY VIOLATION HEREOF IS PUtlISHABI.E BY A 
FINE NOT TO EXCEED $200. 

* * * * * '/. * 

HHEREAS, the Council finds that portable signs present 
special safety hazards when towed on public streets or when 
displayed on or near public right-of-way; and 

HHEREAS, the Council finds that they present a hazard to 
persons and property during high winds; and 

~~EREAS, the Council finds that their use should be 
controlled in order to enhance the appearance and economic value 
of street landscapes and to preserve the value of property; and 

"lliEREAS, Article 1175(24), Vernon's Texas Civ. St., 
specifically authorizes home rule cities such as San Antonio to 
license, regulate, control or prohibit the erection of signs or 
bill boards as may be provided by charter or ordinance; and 

HHEREAS, the Council finds that the display of a portable 
sign on any premises should be limited to one period of a 
specified number of days during any 12 months period; NOH 
THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. Sections 34-12, 34-22 and 34-45 of the City Code are 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 34-12. Commercial Sign Erector--License. 

No person shall engage in the business of 
erecting, painting, maintaining or servicing 
any display sign until such person shall 
have applied to the Director of Building 
Inspections for a license to conduct such 
bus iness, and shall have depos ited vn th the 
Director an annual license fee in the sum of 
thirty-four dollars ($34.00). For the purpose 
of this chapter, all such persons shall be 
designated as commercial sign erectors. The 
fee for issuing a duplicate license for one lost, 
destroyed or mutilated shall be two dollars and 
fifty cent ($2.50). 

Section 34-22. License required to secure 
permit for display sign. 

No permit for the erection or alteration of a display 
sign shall be issued to any person unless such person 
is licensed as provided in Article II; provided, 



however, that no license is required for the display 
of any portable siBn owned by the occupant of the 
premises upon which it is displayed, and that no 
license is required for a non-electrical portable sign 
in any event . 

It shall be unlawful for any person to apply for, 
procure, or obtain any display sign permit on behalf 
of any other person. The term "person" as used herein 
is defined as any individual, partnership, joint 
venture or corporation . 

Section 34-45 . Portable signs. 

All portable electric signs nO,,7 in use must 
be inspected by a master sign electrician or 
master electricians to insure proper electrical 
components connections . The master electrician 
will place date and license number at time of 
certification. All portable electric signs must be 
wired by and certified by a master sign electrician 
or carry the label of a testing company or 
organization named in Section 12-29(a) of this 
Code. Hiring at site must be by a master 
electrician . 

No portable sign, whether electric or non-electric, 
shall be placed on any sidewalk, street or other 
public thoroughfare or public property 
but such signs must be located at least two 
(2) feet inside of private property lines . 

Such portable signs may be displayed on any properly 
zoned premises for one period not to exceed 60 consecu­
tive days during any 12 months period beginning with 
the effective date hereof, provided that a new 12 
months period shall begin upon the transfer of 
occupancy to another person. As used herein the term 
"premises" is defined as any platted lot, or any parcel 
of land under the control of any person, and the term 
"person" is defined as any individual, partnership, 
joint venture or corporation. Portable signs may be 
permitted only in order to advertise a business or 
occupation conducted on the premises. 

Such portable signs shall not be displayed on any 
premises ,vi thout a permit from the Department 
of Buildi ng & Inspections. Such permits shall 
shoH the period for which they a re issued. No 
permit shall issue if the top of the sign is more 
than eight (8) feet above the Bround. 

SECTION 2. Section 34-1(8) of the City Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

(8) Portable sign. The term "portable sign" 
shall mean any sign designed or constructed 
to be easily moved from one location to another, 
including signs mounted upon or designed to be 
mounted upon a trailer, wheeled carrier, or 
other non-motorized mobile structure. A portable 
sign which has its wheels removed shall still be 
considered a portable sign hereunder . 

SECTION 3 . Wherever the foregoing sections require the 
performance of an act or the performance of an act is prohibited 
thereby, a violation thereof shall upon conviction be punished 
by a fine not to exceed $200 . 



SECTION 4. This ordinance shall become effective the 30th day 
after the date on which this ordinance is passed and approved. 

SECTION 5. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance are 
severable. If any provision of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held 
to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder of this 
ordinance shall nevertheless be valid. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 0<'6 ti day of ?~c 
~~ 

/ MAY 0 R 

ATTEST:(~~- 4/ ~~L-.L -,?"i''2ity Cl~~U3 
, 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: r7{~f«J 

81-08 

,198l. 
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CITY Of SAN ANTONIO 

'me,depa,unent co"esPOOde,~~~DA ITEM NO. - ·so 

To : _________ c~~~·~t~y~c~o~u=n~c~~~·l~ ____________________________________________________ _ 

FROM: ______ ~C~i~t~y~A~t~t~o~r~n~e~y~'s~O~f~f~i~c~e~ ________________________________________ __ 

COP I ES TO : __ --'F~~"'· l=-e=; --=G",e",o,-,r,-,g,-,e=---V.::..a=n",n:J.,---"D:.:i,-,r:..:e::.:c:::.t",-o=r--,=oc:f,-,B::.:u",~:::' l:::d=i~n~g,----,I~n~s::;p;::e::.c=t.:::i..::o~n,-,s,--________ __ 

SUBJECT: ____ ~O'-'RD~I~N~AN~C~E~T~O~AME~~N~D~C~H~AP~T~E~R~3~4'__(~S::.:I~G~N~S~)~,_C~I~T~Y~C..::O~D~E'--__________ __ 

Dale February 11, 1981 

BACKGROUND INFORl-f.ATION: 

The ordinance amending Chapter 34 that was adopted May IS, 1980 
did not adequately cover all portable signs including non­
electric, and the 60 day period limitation on their display 
was not limited sufficiently. The ordinance being submitted 
will cover non-electric portable signs as well as electric, 
and there will be one 60 day period during any 12 months period, 
with a provision that a new 12 months period will begin on a 
change of occupancy . . 

FINANCIAL DATA: 

There are no financial implications. 

CONCLUSION & RECOM]!·1ENDATIONS: 

It is recommended that this ordinance be passed and approved. 

1 1m 

RECOMMENDATION APPROVED: 

~r~ OMAS E. H'tJEBNER 
CITY MANAGER 

C_/ ---+/_/~~ 0 ~~~ 
[ JANE H. MACON 

CITY ATTORNEY 

. )";, &:6,. 
~ I "' . ;r-' J 

/ ( ):-.2t('7?? -
I 

BY: N. P. COSBROVE 
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 
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AN URD INANCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 34 (SIGNS) OF THE CITY CODE 
WITH RESPECT TO PORTABLE SIGNS; AND PROVIDING 
THAT ANY VIOLATION HEREOF IS PUNISHABLE BY A 
FINE NOT TO EXCEED $200. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SMl ANTONIO: 

SECTION 1. Sections 34-12 and 34-45 of the City Code are 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 34-12. Commercial Sign Erector--License. 

No person shall engage in the business of 
erecting, painting. maintaining or servicing 
any display sign until such person shall have 
applied to the Director of Building and 
Inspections for a license to conduct such 
business, and shall have deposited with the 
Director an annual license fee in the sum of 
thirty-four ($34.00). For the purpose 
of this chapter, all such persons shall be 
designated as commercial sign erectors. 

All portable electric signs now in use must be 
inspected by a master sign electrician or master 
electricians to insure proper electrial components 
connections. The master will place date and -license 
number at time of certification. All new portable 
electric signs must be built by and certified by a 
maste:r sign e'1.ectrician or carry the. label of a 
testing company or organization named in Section 
12-29(a) of this Code. Wiring at site must be by 
a master electrician. 

Section 34-45. Portable signs. 

No portable sign, whether electric or non-electric, 
shall be placed on any sidewalk, street or other 
public thoroughfare or public property 
but such signs must be located at least two 
(2) feet inside of private property lines. 

Such portable signs may be displayed on any premises 
for a period not to exceed 60 days during any 12 
months period beginning with the effective date 
hereof, provided that a new 12 months period shall 
begin upon the transfer of occupancy to another 
person. As used herein the term tlpremises" is defined 
as any platted lot, or any parcel of land, under the 
control of any person, and the term "person" is defined 
as any individual, partnership, joint venture or 
corporation . 

Such portable signs shall not be displayed on any 
premises without a permit from the Department 
of Building & Inspections having been obtained 
by a commercial sign erector. Such permits shall 
show the period for which they are issued. 



., 

SECTION 2. Wherever the foregoing sections require the 
performance of an act or the performance of an act is prohibited 
thereby, a violation thereof shall upon conviction be punished 
by a fine not to exceed $200. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall beome effective the ________ _ 
day of 1980. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ _ day of ________ .1981. 

MAY 0 R 

ATTEST: 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
City Attorney 



-. 

February 27, 1981 

Mr. Robert L . Laslie 
Vice President - Supplements 
Municipal Code Corporation 
Tallahassee, Florida 
32304 

Dear Sir: 

S A ~>! .:... (~ T :) N i O . T = X A S 7 B 2 e 5 

Enclosed for your information you will find 
Ordinances 53,428, 53446, and 53,458 which were 
passed and approved by the city Council at its 
meeting of February 26, 1981. Please include­
these in your next supplement. 

If you have any questions or are in need of 
further assistance. please do not hesitate to 
contact our office. 

cerely, 

NO S . RiI~~ 
City Clerk 

NSR:mb 
Enclosure 

.. A f'..: E 0 U A LOP P 0 R T U N I T Y E M P L C 't' E ? . 
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AN ORDINANCE 53445 

AMENDING SECTION 15-48(d) of CHAPTER 15 OF THE CITY CODE 
(FIRE PREVENTION CODE) SO AS TO ESTABLISH A $50 . 00 FEE 
FOR BONFIRE PERMITS. 

AN ORDINANCE 53446 

AMENDING SECTION 26-15 OF CHAPTER 26 OF THE CITY CODE TO 
INCREASE THE FEE FOR FIREWORKS DISPLAYS (TO $100.00). 

AN ORDINANCE 53458 

AMENDING CHAPTER 34 (SIGNS) OF THE CITY CODE WITH RESPECT 
TO PORTABLE SIGNS; AND PROVIDING THAT ANY VIOLATION HEREOF 
IS PUNISHABLE BY A FINE NOT TO EXCEED $200. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 26th day of Febxuary, 1981. 

ATTEST: 

/ s / Lila Cockrell 
MAYOR 

I S/ Norma S. Rodriguez 
CITY CLERK 

C.·,,':>:,',-. . .. . 

' .. "!('( 
.,:.,A",', 

. . . . 
";''.\:\:~': 

:;:~~:~: 



Affidavit of Publisher 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, 
COUNTY o r BEXAR 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO ) 
Before me, the undersigned authority , on this day personally 

appeared Irene Palencia who being by me duly 

sworn, says on oath that s be is Office Supervisor 

of the Commercial Recorder, a newspaper of general circulation 

in the City of San Antonio, in the State and County aforesaid, 

and that the Ordinance #53458 hereto 

attached has been published in every issue of said newspaper on 

the following days, to-wit: 

!W<'lion :14·2"l. l.it't'n!lt' 
rNluirt'(l to I'ol'('un' I"-'rmit (ur 
di :ol ,.hl,,' :oli.&en. 

Nil TK'rmil (ur tI'Il' ('rt'(' tinn nt 
aitl'ralion nt 1\ di:olplay si~n 
shl\II bc.. issu('d (() any IK'rson 
unlt·s!~ sudl 1H.'r:ll:m is lit'('mwcl 
a... "rll\"i<1('(1 in Arti,-I" II : 
I,roviclt'tl. hllwt·\'l'r. thai nn 
lil'('n~' i:ol n 'quirt'(l (01" tht· 
11i~!lh\~' of itny 1,"lrlahl., si~n 
u\\'nt,cI b~' tht> O(""·UIIII.OI tlf Ih" 
Ilrl'miM'S upon whk·h it is 
tli!lpla~· I'(i.ltnd !hilt no li(',·n:ow.' is 
.rC'l'luir('(1 fur It non·plt'l"lrieal 
lIort.hlt· silt" in an,\" ('n'nl. 

11 shltll Ut' unl"wrut fur am' 
Ix'"r!i"" III aplII,\" fllr. prCH.'urt'. ,;r 
obtuin an,\' display siKn Iwrmit 
Hn I)!;,hltlr (I( an~' utht'r )ll'rson . 

' Tht' tt'rm i'IK'rson" a~ ul'l'd 
twrl'in il' tI,'fin('1I al' Itn,\' 
individual. IIUrlnt'rl'hill. juint 
"Nltur,' IIr cnrporll.linn. 

' SI'('linn :I ·I -~!). Portll.ldl' 
!l.iR'nl', 

All IWlrtahlt· (' ll'I'lrk I'i}.!'nl' 
nil\\, in UI't' mu,.;l lx' inl' ll('('h'd 

' It." It mSIih'r :(iJ(n (·I(·('trit·ian IIr 
ma. .. I('r ('It"t·tril·tanl' III tnl'ul'(' 
I,rlllk'r "'('Ctril'al t'llml"IllI'nt:o; 
l·unnt'cti"n s. Tht· ma l' (('r 
dl'Ctril'ian will "Ial'l' datt· and 
Itt·post· numhl'r at liml' IIf 
( ... ·rti(il·~tion. All \ltlrluhlt, 
t'IN:lrk l'illnl' mUl'l 1)(· wirl'll h\' 
I\ntll",,·ti(il'lll,.\' iI mal'\l'r sig~ 
,·J(·('tril'ian or ('arry Ihl'lal",,1 IIf 
It It'stinK t'(lIllpltny nr 
urJranizlttiun nllm('s in St,t,tion 
1~-t9ll1ll1f this ('mit', Wirin).!' al 
sitt\ 'mu1t1 ht· II," a masH'I ' 
('I(,(·tril'lRn, 
'No pnrtahll' I'i.m, \\"lwllwl" 

t·I,·(:1 ril: III' nlln-I·I,'('II'it', l'hall ht, 
, lllm'i. .. 1 fin an," l'iclt·\\"alk. sln ... ·1 
or olhC'r "uhlil' thllrnu.I(hrRrt'()I' 
puhlit, TlrulK'rty but su(·h si~ns 
mUl't 1M' IlIl'Rh'il at iI'iL"t t\\"Il 121 
fl'i.'1 inl' idl' " f Ilri\';t\t' Pret l ... '!"t ,\' 
lint'S. 

Sm'h I,urtahlt, s iJl:nl' rna,\' lit' 
lIis llhl~'I,tl lin an~' I'rnll('rI,\' 
znnt'tl pl'I'mil'lt,1' fur unt, Ilt'ri(MI 
nnl to t'Xl,t'l'l1 l in ('llnsl't'utin' 
cia)"!': durin}.!' an,\' 12 mnnthl' 
Ill'rind ht'Kinnin~ with Ih,' 
l'ff,·"tiv" i1all' h(' rt'tlf, "rll\' tllt'll 
that II m'w 12 munthl' IIt'riut! 
:thaU IIt·.I(in Ulwm thl' tranl'fl'ruf 
.H(·"Upanl'y In anuth"I' I'K'I'i'>un , 
As u~'il hl'r";n thl' ll'rm 
"prl'm;l'It's" is IIt'fin,·" ,L" ,Illr 
11Intt('fi 1111. 01' an,\' Jlan·t'l flf 
lanll tlnll,'r th(· l'(mll'ol uf IlOY 

Ik'rj\on. Rod th(· tl'rm "jl,'rslln" 
is dt'fin,'tl a~ an,\' individual, 
pMtm'n;hip, juint \"t'ntlll't' IIr 
"Hrpllratifln. i'ortailli' l'iKnl' 
mn,\'\1t' rwrmittt,d emir in Ol'ill'I' 
'tn luln'rti!'tl, a hUsint'ss IIr ' 
tK'l"Ul»ltinn l"flnchlt'(('d nn \hl' 
IJrt'mil'l'~' 

HUt'h IlOrla1,11' signs l'hal l /lIlt 
1M.' dil'l~la:\"l·d un an,\' JlI't'mil'l'l' 
\\'ithnut a p(·rmil from tht, 
!>t'luutment tit lilli/dinK &. 
InslM.'(.'tinnlO. S\I{'h [ll'rmitsl'hall 
shem' th,' IwrMMI (or whk·h Ihl'y 
arl' is.."IU'l'i1. Nn I)(>rmit lOh ,,11 
iKSUc.;. ir th(' tnll IIf tht, l'ign is 

' morl:: than t'i~h t (X) fl'l't alw)\"(' 
. tht> , ~i'ountl. 

~t.('TION ~. St'l,tion :~-I-l(K)Hf 
tht, (,it~· ('Iwlt· i~ M.mt'nell·dln I't 'lul 
R.'I folklwl': 

(KI (lon.hll' ~ign, Th(' t('rm 
"IJOrlahlt· ~iKn" shall m('an an,\' 
shrn de!oliwwd or ('emstrut'lI'11 to 
1M.' t'asil,\' mtl\'('1i rrom Unl' 
IUI';ttiiln to anothrr, int'ludin~ 
sh\'nl' rnuunt(',! upon tlr 

' c!t,!(i/lllt·t! tn IK" mounh'(1 uplln a 
tr:t.iit'r, Wh('I,lt,1I l'anil'I' , or 
utti('r nCJn-mulnrizt'll mllhill' 
strUl·tun'. A I'nrlahl(' s ign 
wh il'h hiL'I il l' whl't' l:t I'('mllwel 
l'Ih1\1I still 1M.' ('Onl'itll'rl,tI a 
I'orlahl(' sign ht·n'umh'r. 

-- March 3,L-_______________ ,19~. 

AN ()RJ)JNANCF. 5345R ", 

AMENDING CHAPTER 34 
tSJ(;NS) OF THE CITY CODE 
WITH RESPErT TO PORTA, 
BLE SI(;NS: AND PROVI" 
DING THAT ANY VIOLA, 
TION HEREOF IS PUNISH· 
ARI.E BY A FINE NOT TO 
EXCEED $2<", ... 

WHEREAS, the Council rinds 
that portablt' signs preMnl 
sp£'Cial safety hazards when 
towed on public str('('t.'1 or '""twn 
tI iSIlIa.v('fi on or near pu hI ic right-
or-way: and, -

WHEREAS, the Council finds, 
that they present a hazard to 
persons and property during 
high winds: and 

WHEREAS, the Council finds 
\hat their use should be 
controlled in order toenhance the 
appearance and economic value 
o( • ~treet landscapes and to 
pre!-ef"ve the value of property: 
and 

WHEREAS, Artic'le 1175(24), 
Vernon's Texas Ci\,. St .. 
specifically authorizes home rule 
cities such as San Antonio to 
liccn!'C, rexulate, control or 
prohibit the erection o( signs or 
bill boards as may be pro\'ir\ed by 
charter or ordinance: and 

WHEREAS, the Council (inds 
-that thedisplayofaportable~ . 
on any premises shoulq.l!:b<> ' 
limitoo to one period of a 
specirit"d number of days dtJ"ring 
IIny 12 month period: NOW 
THEREFORE: 

RE IT ORDAINED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN ANTONIO: 

SECTION I. &>etions :\4-12. 
:J4-2'.l and :14-45 of the ('itv elide 
are amendcxt to reatl a.<:; r~llo ..... s: 

S«-tion :i4-12. Commercial 
SiJrn-Erc<.'tor Li<:ense, 

No Per~n !':hall C'ngaJ{(' in the 
bU!(im'~s of cre<.'tioJ{. paintioK, 
tn",~,-!-in!nK or .ser\' icinK an,\' 

SECTION :t, Wtwrl'w r lht, 
Ctl rt'M\I;nJl' ~'Ctillns rl'iI U;rt' th(' 
JK:>rrUrmancl' IIf I1n lIt't nr t he 
pl' rfnrman t'l' tit a n at'l is 
pruhihittod thl'rl'h~' , a \' inlatitln 
thl.rt.nf shall UI)lll1 t'nn\' i(-tion 1M.' 
ll11nishl>(1 h~' a rinl' nllt til ,'xt'l'l,d 
$2\MI, 
~F.CTION ~ . This urdinant't· 

~t'lilll l)(>l:oml' ('rf,'ctiw {hi' :mth 
lI.", aflC'r lhl' citH,' on \\"hi('h thi~ 
nr'tlinant'(' is pal'st'd and 
,ItJlpro\,l'il, 

'~F.(·Tt()N r" Sl'\'t'rallilit,\', Thl' 
Ilro\,;"ion:'l IIf this nrilinant'(' an' 
~l'l.'t'rr\ItI(' . If noy pl'n\'h:.;nn of this 
lirdinlthl't' tlr lhl' applit'a!inn 

' tht'rt'llr to any JlI'rson or 
. ('ir"umstllhl'('S I'hallill.' hl'lt! to ht, 

in\'lIlitl tlr unt'nnl't itutinnal. thl' 
rt'mtlinch'r Ilf thil' unli nant'(' shall 
n~'\'l'rlhdl'!'os ill'valid , 

PASSED ANn APPROVE!) 
lhil' ~th Ihl~' uf F"hru<lrY. Hun. 

1!'o/ 1.i1a C()(:krl,1I 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
I'Y'Norma ~. Rorlriguez 

City ('Ierk 

rl .ntlri~.1 " - -I'N" su('h person 

bef. i J "x'a gS9tl'l~h:L" Day of Ma!,ch __ _ 
)0 .lr3p.l 'f 

subscribed and 19 81. S",orn to 

~ Ul~ d O 'Ult!qdo . t!SS!UlS!p 
q °d t!ql.lt!W d 1 '),I>j;)t!1' 

R9!.!J·!:J_fi!. 
) 0 .lap.l 'I ' 

. PIO_'"1 !>:.,,,C!_ ;JUT t!S !>,nHSlp 
~o .<., ..... ~:?_ r3)ft!.l01S 

Notary Public in and for Bexar County, 
Texas 

i , 

I 


