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RDINANCE 

ADoPTING THE DIG THE REVISED . ORDINANCES . OF 

THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

Be it Ordained Oouncil of the Oity of San Antonio: 

Section ;t the ordinances of the city of San 
Antonio, as Pr1' _Lrlld and revised by Theodore Harris, Esq., 
and containin ~ ordinances in each of the following num
bered and entitled chapters. in Parts One, TWf) and Three, be 
and the same are hereby declared to be the digest of all ordi
ll$nces of said city of a general nature now in force, and are 
approved and adopted as the municipal laws of said city 
to-wit": 

PART ONE. 

REVISED CODE OF CIVIL ORDINANCES. 

pter I. Aldermen. 
Ohapter II. Alamo, The~ 
Chapter III. Attorney, City. 
Chapter IV. sessor, City. 
Chapter V. Au6..0r, City. 
Chapter VI. City Clerk. 
Chapter VII. City Collector. 
Chapter VIII. Cont~acts and Purchases. 
Chapter IX. ()ity Conncil, Rules and Regula 
Chapter X. eut~. 

Chapte XI. Eight "y. 
ChaptEfr XII. Election.s. 
Chapter XIII. ElQCtion Precincts. 
Chapter XIV. Engineer, City. 



Chapter XV. 
Chapter XVI. 
Ohapter XVII. 
Chap.t,er XVIII. 
Chapter XIX. 

[b] 

Mayor pro tempore, and 'Messenger. 

4lI91mo!lP.~' 
Paupe . 
Private Property, TaJdhg of for Public 

Use. 
Chapter XX. Pr ottging to City. 

apter XXI. fdl: Supplies. 
'Chapter XXII. ~k Quarries. 
Chapter Xi.I.~~ •• !tt Oommissioner. 
Chapter XXIV. 1 Fund. 
Chapter XXV. Squatters. 
Chapter XXVI. Taxes. 
Chapter XXVII. Taxes, Occupation. 
Chapter XXVIII. Taxes, Delinquent. 
Chapter XXIX. Treasurer. 

I> Chapter XXX. Wards. 
Chapter XXXI. Weigher. Public. 

Chapter IX. 
Chl!'pter X. 
Chapter XI. 

PART TWO. 

REVISp> CRIMINAL OBDINANCES • 

.Alamo, The. 
Animals. 
Balls, Public. 
Bar-roo1lls and Theatr~s. 
BMhing. 
I'Jtrds. 
Bridges. 
Buildings. 
Boot Blacks. 
Concealed Weapons. 
Disorderly Houses. 







[e] 

.73. AN ORDINANCE organizing and establishing the Corpora
tion Court of the City of San Antonio. and defining its 
powers and jurisdiction. 

4. AN ORDINANCE to prevent persons from engaging in 
occupations taxed by law, before paying the occupa
tion taxes lawfully due. 

'5. AN ORDINANCE amending Chapter XLVI of the Revised 
Criminal Ordinances of the city of San i;\ntonio, and 
adding thereto Section 28. 

Sec. 2. The said digest of the ordinances of the city of 
San Antonio, when published in book form, shall be known 
and may be cited as "The Revised Ordinances." All the 
-ordinances in the said digest of ordinances shall take effect 
and be in force from and after the seventh day of August, 
1899; and all ordinances of a general nature passed prior to 
the seventh day of August, 1899, and in force when the said 
revised digest of ordinances takes effect and which are not 
included therein, shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. When by any provision or section of the re
vised ordinances an offense is defined or any act or omispion 
is declared to be unlawful, and no penalty prescri~ 
for, the person guilty of such an offense, act, or ~OIlcUl~f()ll 
shall, upon conviction, be fined in any sum not less t 
dollars ($5.00) ~nd not exceeding two hundred' 
<*200.00) for each and every such offense, act, or omission. 



RTER 

OF THE 

Thereto Now In For:-ce. 

[REVISED BY TBEOJlORJC RABRI8.] 

ARTIOLE ONB. 

GENERAL PROVIStQNS. 

Be it enacted flu ehe tegi8lat'Ur~ of the State 01 

$ecettd. To ,utoliaae aucl hold real and ~r8.9ll8J property 
~:;ft\i~ :tble use of the city. [AuMndment ()f 1888~] 

Third. To sell and Cbuvey any real or perso .... es1ate 
~:llIMI 'by the city, ~11d maIte such order NJ~ the same 
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REVISED CITY CHARTER. 5 

treasurer, city attorney, auditor, assessor, and one alderman 
from each ward in the city, and four aldermen from the city 
at large, shall be voted for, and the returns of such election 
shall be made as hereinafter provided. [Amendment of 1891.] 

Sec. 6. That the first election under this act shall be City elections. 

held as provided in section 5, and every two years thereafter 
shall be the regular charter election for all elective officers. 
IAmendment of 1889.] 

[Sections 7, 8, 9. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, repealed March 
4th, 1~85.] 

Sec. 20. The mayor shall provide suitable rooms and Same. 

ar!angements for polls of election. 

[Sections 21, 22, 23, repealed March 4th, 1885.] 

Sec. 24. At the first regular meeting of the council 
after the promulgation of the result of the election, for 
mayor and other officers, the city council, upon nominations 
therefor, made by the mayor. shall proceed to elect a city 
-clerk, one physician, one street commissioner, one or more 
market masters, one or more water commissioners, one city 
engineer, city marshal, and clerk of recorder's court, and 
one or more assistant marshals, and such police and other 
officers as they may deenl necessary for the proper adminis
tration of the cHy government, and for the interest of the 
city. 

They may provide by ordinance for the suspension or 
removal, by two-thirds vote of the entire council, of all 
officers elected by the people or appointed by the council, for 
malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office, and shall 
till all vacancies as they may occur; provided, such vacancies 
occur not less than nine months before the exp.iration of the 

Elections of officers 
by city council. 

Suspension or re
moval of officers. 
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6 REVISED CITY CHARTEH. 

term of office of the parties vacating. [Amendmeut of 1891.] 

[aectLn 25 repealed March 4th, 18Hn.] 

Sec. 26. The mayor shall. cause all place~ where intox
icating liquors are sold or gi ven away to be closed during the 
day of election, until the polls are closed; and any person re
fusing ~o close such establishment, house or brothel, shall be 
arrested and kept in confinement until the day following the 
election, when he or she shall be tried, and, if found guilty, 
shall be fined in a sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00), nor 

more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), and upon refusal to 
pay the fine shall be Imprisoned in the city prison for a period 
not exceeding one month; and any police officer is authorized to 
seize any -liquor- offered for sale, or to be given away, upon 
any open or public place (I' highway, and the persons so 

offending shall be subject to the penalty herein provided. 
[Section's 27 and 28 repealed March 4th. 1885.] 

Sec. 29. That all the elections in the city shall be helel Manner of holdin~ 
elections and qual
ification of voters. in accordance with the state law governing elections, and re-

turns shall be made to the mayor in the same manner that 
returns are made under the state law. The qualification of 
yoters shall be as prescribed in Article 6 of the constitution 
of the state; lHovided, that at all elections 'wherein property 
taxpayers only are allowed to vote, those only who are actual 

taxpayers. and whose names appear on the last assessment 
rolls of the city, shall be. deemed property taxpayers; iJI'V

videcl, jurtheT, that if the name of any person offering to vote, 
he being otherwise qualified, does not appear on said tax roll. 
but produces bis property tax receipt for the preceding year, 
he shall be entitled to vote, but the word "sworn" shall be 
written on the back of his ballot and opposite his name on 

the poll lists. [Amendment of 1891.] 
[Sections 30 and 31 repealed Marrh 4th, 1885.] 
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Sec. 32. The mayor shall hold his office for a term of two 
years, and until his successor is duly elected and qualified. 

Mayor's term of· 
office. 

Sec. 33. The city council shall be composed of the Oomposltlon of city· 

mayor and aldermen. One alderman to be elected from each 
ward by the voters thereof, and four aldermen to be elected 
by the voters of the city at large. The alderm'en shall hold 
office for two years, and until their successors are elected 
and qualified, The aidermen elected as representatives of 
the 9.ifferent wards shall be residents thereof at least six 

, months prior to their election, and shall vacate their office if 
at any time they should remove therefrom. [Amendment of 
March 4th, 1885.] 

councll, ~tc. 

Sec. 34. No person shall be elected or appointed to any Qualification of 
office holders. office in the city who is disqualified from holding office under 

the fourteenth amendment of the constitution of the United 
States, .and at the time of his election or appointment is not a 
citizen of the state of Texas and a resident within the city 
limits at least one year preceding such election or appoint-
ment. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 35. If the office of mayor should be~ome vacant Vaca.ncy in mayor's 
office. by death, removal of the mayor beyond the city limits, or 

otherwise, a majority of the aldermen may elect one of their 
number mayor for the time being to fill the vacancy until his 
succes~or is elected and qualified. Should such vacancy 
occur more than nine months prior to the first regular elec-
tion to be held thereafter, then, in· that C!l.se, such acting 
mayor, or in case. of 'his refusal, any three aldermen are 
hereby required to issue a proclamation for a new ele·ction 
forthwith, to be held in the same manner as reg~lar cityelec-
tions for that purpose are required to be held. The person 
elected to act as mayor for the time being shall receive the 
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Sec. 40. The city council shall hold regular meetings Council meetings. 
at stated times, at least once in each month; and the mayor, Special meetings. 

· 1 Rules and of his own .motion, or any three aldermen, may call specIa 
meetings, the object of which said specia.l meetings shall be 
submitted to the council in writing, and the call and o~ject 
thereof shall be entered on the journal by the clerk. The 
city council shall have power to prescribe rules and regula-
tions for their government while in session, and for the en
forcement thereof. [Amendment of lk89] 

tions. 
regula-

Sec. 41. Petitions and remonstran'ces may be pre- Petitions t.o council. 
sented to th~ co~ncil in writing only, and the council shall Compulsory attend-

ance. determine the rules of its own proceedings, and have power 
Expulsion of ), mem

to compel the attendance of absent members, and with the ber. 
concurrence of two-thirds of the members electea., may ~x-
pel a member. 

Sec. 42. The city council shall have the care, manage- City council controls 
ment and control of the city and its property and finances; city's property. 

Enacting and repealand shall have power to enact and ordain any and all ordin-
ing ordinances. 

ances not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this 
state, and such ordinances to alter, modify or repeal, and 
shall have power by ordinance: 

Sec. 43. To borrow money on the credit of the city Power of city to bor
and issue bonds therefor for permanent public improve- row maney. 

Bonds described. ments to an amount not to exceed fifty thousand dollars for 
Rate 01 taxation. and during anyone year, comlnencing June 1, 1895; and 
Sinking fund. 

every proposition to borrow money as aforesaid shall be sub-

mitted to the qualified taxpaying voters of the city, and shall 
di.stinctly specify the purposes for which the loan is desired 
and the permanent public improvement to be constructed, 
and if said proposition be sustained by a majority of said 
votes cast, such loan shall be lawful. All bonds shall specify 
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Sec. 45. To appropriate and provide for the payment Paymellt of debts 
and expense,. 

of the debts. and expenses of the city, and to issue refunding 
Refunding honds. 

bonds for the purpose of redeeming bonds bearing a higher Fiseal year. 

rate of interest, or paying matured bonds; provided. that the Llmlt of bonded 

bonded debt of the city shall not be increased nor other evi-
dence of debt be,issued, exceeding the amount provided for 
in section 43 hereof, in anyone fiscal year, unless authorized 
by a . vote of the property taxpayers as hereinbefore pro
vided. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of 

debt,. 

June and terminate on the last day of May following. Pro- " . 

vided~ jU1'therr, that the bonded debt of the city shall never 
exceE~d eight (8) per cent. of the total assessed value of the 
property in the city, according to the last assessment rolL 
[Amendment of 1891,] 

Sec. 46. To provide the city with water, to make, reg- Waterworks. 

ulate and establish public wells, water 'Works, pumps, cis
terns, fountains, hydrants and reservoirs in the streets and 
publi1c places and elsewhere within the said city or beyond 

the Jimits thereof, for the extinguishment of fires and all 
other public purposes, as well as for private use for the in
habitants of said city; and regulate and prescribe the rates, 
prices and terms at which water shall be furnished, for pub
lic as well as private purposes, to such inh:tbitants and to 
said city; and to make, regulate and establtsh all irrigation 
ditches and have entire control of the same, and to regulate, 
fix ~nd prescribe the rates, prices and terms upon which 
water may be furnished to such inhabitants. [Amendment of 

1l:\89.} 

Wator rate, fixed by 
city, 

J rl'igatioll ditches. 

Sec. 47. To fill up old ditches, wells, pools or other Filling up ditche;. 

places where stagnant water or foul matter may accumulate 
to the detriment of the health and convenience of the citizens. 

wells, etc, 
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buildings for the use of the city; and for the protection and 
safety of all prop~rty belonging to the city; and to provide 

for the safety and protection of private property, where 
damages are likely to accrue by the action of the elements. 

[Section 53, repealed, 1889.] 

Protection of public 
and private prop
erty. 

Sec. 54. To regulate the police of the city and to Police regulation. 

assess fines for the breach of any ordi.nance, and provide for 
the recovery and collection thereof; and in default of pay
ment, to provide for confinement }n the city prison or work

house, or to hard labor in the city. 

Assessment of tines. 

Imprisonment and 
hard labor. 

Sec. 55. To regulate and prescribe the duties and Regulatiouofdutles, 
powers, and com-

powers and compensation of all officers, agents and employes pensation of em
ployes. 

of the city, except the compensation of the mayor, city mar-
Creation of new 

shal, collector, assessor, treasurer, city attorney, engineer offices. 

and recorder, and to require bonds; to create any office or Employment of 
agents. 

employ any agent they may deem necessary for the good 

government and interest of the city, and to change or pre

scribe additional duties of all such officers and agents; pro

vided, that the compensation of all officers shall not be in
creased or diminished during their term of office, and that 

all salaries fixed thereby shall take effect from and after the 
time when this amendment takes effect. [Amendment of 1891.] 

Sec. 56. To require of all officers or agents of the city, Bonds .of officers. 

elected or appointed in pursuance of this act, bonds and 

security for the faithful performance of their duties. 

Sec. 57. To have the exclusive control and power over Public streets a.nd 
alleys. 

the streets, alleys, sidewalks, lanes, avenues and public 
Sewers a.nd drains. 

grounds and highways of the city and to abate and remove 

encroachments or obstructions thereon; to open, alter, widen, 

straighten, extend, establish, abolish, regulate, grade, re-

\ 







Improvent of public 
grounds and ceme· 
terles. 

Shade and orna
mental trees. 

16 REVISED CITY CHARTER. 

Sec. 64. To provide for the enclosing, regulating and 
improving of all public grounds and cemeteries belonging to 
the city; and to direct and regulate the planting and preserv
ing of ornamental and shade trees in the streets, sidewalks 
and pu blie gl~ounds. 

Work-houses, bouses Sec. 65. To erect, establish and regulate one or more 
of correction. poor- k h h 
houses and hosp!- wor - ouses, ouses of correction and poor-houses, and pro-
tals. vide for tte government and support of the same; and to 

regulate or prohibit the establishment of private hospitals. 

Regulation of driv-- Sec. 66. To prevent, regulate and control the driving 
lnll: animals through 
streets. of cattle, horses and other a~imals into or through the city. 

Deadly weapons. 

Encumbrance of 
streets. 

Sec. 67. To prevent the carrying of deadly weapons 
within the city limits. 

Sec. 68. To prevent the encumbering of the streets, 
alleys, sidewalks and public grounds with carriages, wagons, 

A wnings and signs. 
Rubbish in streets carts, hacks, buggies, or any vehicle whatever, boxes, lum-

and sidewalks. ber, timber, firewood, posts, awnings, signs or any other sub-. 
Gradingofsiclewalks stance or material whatever, or in any manner whatever; to 
Walling up of ditcbes compel all persons to keep all weeds, filth or any kind of ru b-

bish from the sidewalks, streets and gutters in front of the . . 
premises occupied by tJ:.lem; to require and compel the own
ers to fill up, grade and otherwise improve the sidewalks in 
front of and adjoining their property. Also, to compel own
ers of property through which any water, ditch or dam runs, 

to wall up the same. 

Inspection of build
ings. 

Sec. 69. To inspect the construction of buildings, and 
to cause unsafe buildings to be made safe or be removed, and 

Prescription of ma-
t,erial to be used. to prohibit the use of certain materials deemed unsafe, and 
etc. 

to require every person desiring to erect a building in the 
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REVISED CITY CHARTER. 17 

city to take out a permit for the same and to keep a register 
of all buildings, both private and public, erected, of the kind 
of material used, and of the intended use of such buildings; 
to prescribe the material to be used in the construction of 
buildings, the mode and manner of their construction, the 
thickness of the walls thereof, and the height of such build
ings. [Amendment of 1889] 

Sec. 70. To restrain, regulate and prohibit the selling Restraiut and regu
lation of sale of in-

or giving away of any intoxicating or malt liquors by any 
person or firm, although duly licensed by the state, when the 
place of business of such person or firm is connected with a 

house wherein gaming is permitted to be carried on, or 
where the same is connected with a vaudeville or other place 
where theatrical performances are held, by whatever named 
called, when such place or vaudeville has been declared by 
the city council to be a place where the idle, vicious and evil

disposed persons habitually congregate, or where indecent 
l)erformances are allowed. [Amendment of March 4th, 1885.] 

Sec. 71. To provide for and cause to betaken an 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the city. 

Sec. 72. To license, tax and regulate billiard tables, 
pin alleys, ball alleys; to suppress and restrain disorderly 

houses, tippling shops and groceries, bawdy houses, houses 
of prostitution or assignation, gambling a,nd gambling 
houses, lotteries and all fraudulent devices and practices 
and all kinds of indecencies. 

toxicatiug liquors 
in gaming houses. 
etc . 

Census of city. 

Regulation of bil
liarj tables. pin 
and ball alleys. 

Suppression of !ram
bling and disorder
ly houses. etc. 

Sec. 73. To license, tax, and regulate hackmen, dray- Licensing hackrren. 
draymen and POT' 

men, drivers of omnibuses, and baggage wagons, porters, tel's. 

and all others pursuing like occupations, with or without Runners for rail-

Yehicles, and prescribe their compensation; and -to regulate, 
l'oads. etc. 

T 
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ProhibItion of lnde
cen t theatrical rc 
presentations. 

18 REVISED CITY CHARTEH. 

license, and restrain ·runners for railroads, stages, and pu b
lie houses. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 7/1-. To prohibit and punish the owners, lessees 
or agents of theatres or other places wherein indecent, lewd 
or immodest dramatic or theatrical representations are 
given, and adopt summary measures for removal or sup
pression ' of all such entertainments or establishments. 
[Amendment of March 4th, 1885.] 

ReJ;ulation cf ped- Sec. 75. To license, tax and regulate, suppress and 
dlers. pa.wnbrokers. 
theatres. etc. prohibit hawkers, peddlers, pawnbrokers a~d keepers of 

OccllPat,lon tax. 

Taxing public balls. 
dances, etc. 

theatrical or other exhibitions, shows or amusements. 

Sec. 76. To license, tax and regulate merchants, com

mission merchants, hotels, and boarding-house keepers, 
restaurants, drinking houses or saloons, bar-rooms, beer 
saloons and all places or establishments where intoxicating 
or fermented liquors are sold; brokers, pawnbrokers, money 
brokers, real estate agents, insurance brokers, insurance 
agents ~nd auctioneers and all other trades, professions, 
occupations and callings, the taxing of which is not prohib
ited by the constitution of the state, which tax shall not be 
construed to b(~ a tax on property. 

Sec. 77. To license, tax. regulate and suppress pu blic 
balls. dances, and all other plac'es of resort and public amuse
ment. 

R~straillt and pun- Sec. 78. The city council shall have the right to enact 
lshment of va- all necessary ordinances to restrain and punish · vagrants, 
gran ts. beggars, 
gaml)lers. prosti- mendicants, street beggars and prostitutes; to restrain and 
tutt·s. ptl'. 

control all gambling and punish the keepers of all games and 
gambling devices with as great a penalty as the same is pun
ished by the statutes of the state. The recorder's cvurt of 
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the city of San Antonio shall have concurrent jurisdiction of 
aU such misdemeanors, when committed in the corporate 
limits of the city of San Antonio. [Amendment of March 4th, 
]885.] 

Sec. 79. To establish standard weights and measures 
to be used within the city, in an cases not otherwise provided 
for by law; to require all traders and dealers in merchandise 

Weights and meas
ures. 

Inspector to test and 
seal. 

or property of any kind. which is sold by weight or measure. Standard. formed 
how. 

to cause their weights and measures to be tested and ~ealed 
by the inspector of weights and measures. The standard of 
such weights and measures shall be conformab?e to those 
established by law. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 80. To regulate and provide for the inspection Inspection of lum
her and building and measuring of lumbl?r. shingles, timber, posts and all materials. 

kinds of building materials, and for measuring all kinds of Measuring wood and 

mechanical wor~, and to appoint one or more inspectors and 
measurers .thereof; exclusively to provide for the measuring 
of wood and weighing of hay. and the manner and place of 
selling same. 

w~ighing hay. 

Sec. ' 81. To prevent and suppress any riot, affray. Riots and disturb-
• ances. noise, disturbance or disorderly assembly, in any public or 

private place in the city. 

Sec. 82. To prevent any immoderate driving or run· Fast drivl ... g. . 

ning of horses or other animals in the streets; to punish the Fastening of horses. 

driver of the animals; to compel persons to fasten their 
horses or other animals attached to vehicles or otherwise, 
whiie standing or remaining in the streets. 

[Section 83 repealed March 4th, 1885.] 

Sec. 84. Tn prevent the erection of all factories or Erectionoffactories 
on s t rea m s or establishments on the banks of streams or ditches, which ditches. 

will befoul or make impure their waters. 

1 
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at the intersections of streets, avenues and alleys, and 
ditches, sewers and culverts, when the city council 'shall 

deem necessary; to direct the use and regulate the speed of 
locomotive engines· within said city or prevent, or prohibit 
the use or running of the same within the city. 

\. 

Sec. 100. Exclusively to prevent, control and regulate Regulation of cUy 

e\Terything connected with city railroads, and to make such 
rules and regulations for the Si.1me as the city council may 
deem necessary. 

railroa.ds. 

Sec. 101. To require the owner, agent or occupant of Filling up, cleansing 
and· repair of lots, 

any ground. lots, yard, private drain. sinks and privies to drains, sinks, pri-

fill up, cleanse. alter, repair, fix and improve the same as 
may be ordered by the maY0r, or any resolution or ordinance 
of s:1id city; and in the event of any failure, neglect or re
fusal to comply with such order, the party so failing shall be 

liable to fine and imprisonment. In the event of there being 
no person in the city on whom such order can be served, the 
.city may ha\Te such work done and such improvements made 
,on account of the owner thereof, and all costs, charges and 

expenses shall be a lien on the property, on the filing of a 
memorand urn thereof by t,he mayor, under the seal of the 
corporation. and recording the same with the district clerk, 
and the city may enforce said lien and institute suit in the 
corporate name and obtain judgment against said party for 
the amount so due as aforesaid, in any court baving jurisdic- . 
tion. 

Sec. 102. To inspect all buildings and establishments 
for educational or asylum purposes; to see that the inma~es 
thereof are properly treated, and to require all institutions 
Qf whatever nature, uRed as asylunls, colleges or boarding 

schools, to ~ake a report of the number of inma'tes and san-

vies, etc. 

Inspection of educa
tiona.l or asylum 
buildings. 
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itary condition of the same every month, and to enforce the 
vaccination of aU inmates thereof. [Amendment of 1891.] 

Sec. 103: The city council shall have the power to Enactment, repeal, 
and enforcement of 

city ordinances. pass, publish, amend or repeal all ordinances, rules and 
Limit of fines and police regulations not contrary to the constitution of the 

imprlsonmel1t. 
state, and necessary for the order or good government of the 
city, or the trade, commerce and health thereof, or that may 
be necessary and proper to carry into effect the powers 
herein vested in the corporation or any of its officers; to en
force the observance of all such ordinancp.s, rules and police 
regulations, and to punish violations thereof by fines and 
imprisonment, or either or both, or by work on the streets 
or other public works, as may be provided by ordinance and 
required by the judgment of the court; p rrovided, that no fin~ 
shall exceed two hundred dollars ($200) and no period of im
prisonment shall exceed ninety (90) days in the county or 

city jail, except as herein otherwise provided. and for any 
fi,ne, penalty and costs imposed by the recorder in the trial 
of any cause or complaint before him executions may issue 
to collect such fines and costs, to be levied and executed in 
th~ same manner that executions are from courts of justice 
of the peace. The same shall be issued by the recorder to 
the marshal, who, in levying on property and selling, shall 
have like power and authority a~ the sheriff of the county in 
executions issued from the district or county courts, and the 
laws of the state, so far as applicable, shall apply to and be in 
full force and effect as to the execution issued from the 
recorder's court, and any person upon whom any fine or pen
alty is imposed may be committed, until payment of same 
with costs, and in default thereof may be imprisoned in the 
city prison or may be required to work on the streets or 
other public works of the city for such time and in such 
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manner as may be provided by ordinance, provided such 
imprisonment shall not exceed ninety (90) days. [Amendment 

of March 4th, 188~,] 

Sec. 104. No police officer shall be liable for damages Liability of 

for any act, committed in the proper discharge of his duties. ofH.cer. 

ARTICLE THREE. 

POWERS OF THE MAYOR. 

.-, 

-, 

S.ection 105. The mayor shall have power to sign or Signing and veto 
powers of mayor. I 

veto any ordinance passed by the city council. Any ordinance 
vetoed by the mayor may be passed over the veto by a vote 
of two-thirds of the whole number of councilmen elected, 
notwithstanding the veto; and should the mayor neglect or 
refuse to sign any ordinance, or· to return the same with his 
objections in writing, at the next meeting of the council, the 
same shall take effect without his signature. 

Sec. 106. All orders and drafts upon the treasurer for Orders and drafts 
signed by mayor. 

money shall be signed by the mayor, and shall be attested by 
the city clerk. 

Sec. 107. The mayor shall preside at all meetings of Duties of mayor. 

the city council, except as herein otherwise provide<:l, and 
shall have no vote except a casting vote when' the council is 
equally divided, and shall have the superintending control of 
all officers and affairs of the city. and s~all see tha.t the ord-
inances of the city and the provisions of this act are com-
plied with. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 108. He shall sign the commissions or appoint- Same. 
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Duties of mayor. 

~ mo. 
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ments of a1l persons elected and appointed in the city gov
ernment. 

Sec. 109. He shall be a conservator of the peace 
throughout the city, and shall, at all timeR, have power by 
and with the consent of the city council, to appoint any num
ber of special policenH-n that he may deem necessary to pre
serve the peace of the city, and dismiss the same at pleasure. 

Sec. 110. He shall,· from time to time, communicate to 
the city council such information, and recommend such 
measures as in his opinion may tend to the improvement of 
the finances of the city, the police, health. security, orna
ment, comfort and general prosperity of the city. 

[Sectio~ 111 repealed, 1889.] . 

Powers of mayor. Sec. 112. The mayor shall have power, when he deems 

Samc. 

Same. 

it necessary, to require any offic~r of the city to exhibit his 
accounts or other papers, and to make report to the council 
in w~iting, touching any subject or matter he may require 
pertaining to his office. 

Sec. 113. The mayor shah be active and vigilant in 
enforcing a1llaws and ordinances for the government of the 
city, and he shall cause all subordinate officers to be dealt 
with promptly for any neglect or violation of duty; he shall 
have jurisdiction, as may be vested in him by ordinance~ 
over all places within five milt3s of the corporate limits of the 
city, for the enforcement of any health or quarantine ordin

ance or regulation thereof. 

Sec. 114. The mayor is hereby authorized to call on 
every male inhabitant of the city, over eighteen years of age 
and under the age of fifty years, to aid in enforcing the laws 

I 
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and ordinances of the city; and in case of necessity, to call 
out the militia within the city to aid in the suppression of any 
riot or in the enforcement of any ordinance; and any person 
who shall not obey such call shall forfeit to the city a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00.) 

Sec. 115. The mayor shall have power to remit fines Powers of mayor. 

and forfeitures; to grant reprieves and pardons for all offenses 
arising under the ordinances of the city, by and with the 
consent of the cou ncil. 

[Section 116 repealed. 1889.] 

Sec. 117. In case of the temporary absence or illness Same. 

of the recorder. or in case of vacancy in the office of re
corder, the mayor shall have like power with the recorder to 
try all cases of violation of the city ordinances. and it shall 
be his duty to do so. 

Sec. 118. The mayor shall have like power with a Same. 

justice of the peace to administer oaths of office, and also all 
other oaths and affirmations, and to give certificates thereof. 

Sec. 119. The mayor sh~Jll have power to solemnize Sa.me. 

marriages. [Amendment of 1891.] 

ARTICLE FOUR. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF REOORDER AND OTHER OITY OFFICERS. 

Section 120. The recorder shall be elected by the qual- Powers and duties of 

Hied vote-rs of the city,.and shall hold his office for the term of 
two years, and until his successor is qualified, and for mal
feasance 01' a failure to perform his duti~s, may be removed 

recorder. 
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by the city council; he shall be the chhd judicial magistrate 
of the city and as such shall hold a court within said city, by 
the name of recorder's court of the city of San Antonio 
which said court shan have concurrent juris<iiction and cog
nizance of all misdemeanors, breaches of the peace, infrac
tions of ordinances and all other causes arising under the 
laws of said city; and said court shall · also have concurrent 
jurisdiction of all misdemeanors arising under the criminal 
laws of the state within said city limits in which thl) punish
ment is by fine only, or by fine or imprisonment, or by both; 
provided, that no fine shall exceed two hundred doll :.rs ($200) . 
or period of imprisonment exceed ninety (90) days in the city 
or county jail, except as herein otherwise provided; and, pro

vid6djurther, that said court shall have concurrent jurisdic
tion of all cases for keeping disorderly houses or houses of 
prostitution within the limits of said city. And said cuurt 

shall be deemed always open for trial of said cases. Said court 
shall have full power, authority and concurrent jurisdiction 
in all case::, aFising under the ordinances of said city or of 
the state law as hereinbefore limited; and over a.ny breaches 
and violations thereof, and of any and all persons thus of
fending, including vagrants, gamblers, prostitutes and keep
ers of disorderly houses, and to try and determine all suit~, 
actions and complaints charging a violation of any ordinance 

or aforesaid laws. and may grant new trials on motio~ in 
writing, showing sufficient cause and duly sworn to; and all 
prosecu tions, trials and proceedings had in said court under 
this act, shall be governed by the laws and rules regulating 
trials, prosecutions, and proceedings in a justice's court in 
force at the time, and shall be a bar to prosecution~ for the 
same offense in other courts. The recorder may require of 

p,ny person arrest~~ under the provisions of this act a bond 
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for his or her good behavior and to keep the peace, or for his Powers and dutIes of 
recorder, etc. 

or her appearance before said court, with good and sufficient 
sureties, which bond, as well as all other bonds taken in any 
proceeding in said court, shall be payable· to the city of San 
Antonio. He shall have full power and authority to issue 
subpoonas for witnesses, and to compel their attendance by 
process of an attachment. He may punish all contempts by 
fine and imprisonment, or either; may issue subpoonas, writs 
of capias, warrants of arrest. search warrants, executions 
and all process known to law which a justice of the peace of 
this state may lawfully issue, and all of said writs and pro
cess shall run in the name of the city of San Antonio, be is
sued, served and executed in the same manner as the like 
process would be when issued by a justice of the peace, un
less herein otherwise provided. He shall also have full 
power and authority to administer official oaths and all oaths 
and affirmations, and give certificate therefor. The recorder 
shall be ex -officio justice of t1:;te peace, and he shall posses 
and execute in the city, in criminal cases, all the powers and 
duties of such officer, and shall have the same authority 
and like power with justices of the peace in the prevention 
and suppression of crime; provided. that in no case shall he 
entertain jU1:isdiction in civil suits. The city council may 
determine what ~osts, if any, shall be charged for proceed
ings in, and for all process issued in said court; and the re
corder shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed 
by any ordinance of said corporation that may properly and 
lawfully be required of said officer as the judge of said 
court, and as are not inconsistent with the laws and consti
tution of this state; provided, thai all money collected from ( 
fines, of whatever character, imposed by the recorder, shall 
be paid into the city treasury for the use of the city. The 
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receive and securely keep all moneys belonging to the city, 
and make all payments for the same upon the order of the 

mayor, attested by the clerk. He shall keep r~gular and 
correct accounts of all the real, personal and mixed prop
erty, and shall render a full and correct quarterly statement 
of his receipts and paynlents to tho city council, and whenso
ever at otheJ: times he may be required by them, and shall 
do and perform such other acts and duties as the city coun
cil may req nire. [Amendment of ]891.J 

[Section 128 repealed. 1889.J 

[Sectioll 129 repealed, 1880.] 

Sec. 130. The collector shall collect all taxes due the 
. city, and in the event 9f the non-payment of any taxes shall 
proceed to sell property to raise the amount of taxes due there
on, and shall, in the performance of euch duties, observe the 

provisions of this act and the ordinances of the city relating 
thereto. He shall give bond in such amount as the city coun
cil Inay require, with good and sufficient sureties; and the 
city council may require a new bond whenever, i.n their 
opinion~ the existing bond is insufficient, and whenever such 
new· bond is required he shall perform no official act until 
said bond shall be given and approved. He shall, at the ex
piration of every week, pay to the treasurer all the money 

by him collected in the same funds received by him, taking 
duplicate receipts therefor, one of which shall be filed With . 
the city clerk on the next Monday thereafter, and shall re
port to the city council, at the first meeting of that body in 
each month, all money so collected and pai.d; and he shall 
perform all other duties in such manner as the city council 
may prescribe. He shall collect all sums due for licenses, 
give itemized receipts for the same, as well as for aU other 

Bond and duties of 
city colleetor . 
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, Duties and powers of 
city marshal. 
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moneys paid him for taxes, and for that purpose said collec
tor shall keep a book containing blank receipts, as well as 
corresponding marginal summaries, and before delivery of 
any receipt, shall fill up a blank therefor, as well as corres
ponding summary in said book, leaving therein the corres
ponding marginal summary as a permanent register of his 
office, subject to public inspection. He shall produce said 
register at every regular meeting of the council, and at every 
special meeting when required. He shall require all persons 
doing any business for which a license may be necessary, to 
take out such license. He shall report to the mayor all per
sons engaged in any business illegally, or without license. He 
shall give notice to all taxpayers within one week after re
cei ving the tax rolls, by advertising in the official journal of 
the city, that said taxes are due and payable, and when the 
samE' may be paid, and shall generally comply with such 
rules as the city council may pre~cribe. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 131. The city marshal, either in person or by 
deputy, shall attend the recorder's court while said court is 
in session, and shall promptly and faithfully execute all writs 

. and process issued from said court; he shall also attend all 
general and special meetings of the city council. He shall be 
the chief police officer of the city under the mayor. He shall 
have like power with the sheriff of the county to execute the 

writ of search warrant; he shall be active in quelling riots, 
disorders and disturbances of the peace within the limits of 
said city, and shall take in custody all persons so offending 
against the peace of the community, and shall have authority 
to take suitable and sufficient bail for the appearance before 
the recorder's court of any person charged with any offense 
against the ordinances or laws of the city. It shall be' his 
duty to arrest all violators of the public peace, and all per-

I 
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sons who shall obstruct or interfere with him in the execu
tion of the duties of his office; or who shall be guilty of any 
disorderly conduct or disturbances whatsoever; to prevent a 
breach of the peace, or to preserve quiet and good order. 
He shall have authority to close any theatre, bar-room,drink
ing house or other place or building of public resort in the 
suppression of crime and arr(: st of offenders. He shall have 
powers, and execute like power, authority and jurisdiction as 
the sheriff of a county, under the laws of the state, within 

the city limits. And he shall give such bond for the faithful 
performance of his duties as the city council may require, 
and he shall perform such other duties, and shall be invested 
with such other powers, rights and authority as the city 
council may, by ordinance, require and confer, llot inconsist
ent with the constitution and laws of the state. 

Sec. 132. The assistant marshal, or assistant marshals, 
shall have the same power and authority as the~city marshal, 
and perform the same duties as the marshal. 

Sec. 133. The duties of the engineer shall be fixed by 
the city council; as well as the amount of bond he shall give for 
the faithful performance of his duties. [Amendment of 1891.] 

Duties :tnd powers of 
assistant city mar
shal. 

Duties and bond of 
City engineer. 

Sec. 134. The city attorney shall, by himself or dep- Duties of city attor-

uty, appear and prosecute all cases in the recorder's court 
arising under the ordinances of the city, and shall attend the 
meet,ings of the city council to give his advice and counsel; 
he shall give his opinion upon all legal questions arising un
der the city government, and shall aid, when called upon, to 
revise or draw up any ordinance of the city, and shall attend 
to all legal business of the city of whatever nature. [Amend~ 
ment of 1889.] 

ney. 
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Sec. 136. 

Sec. 186. The auditor shall be the general &OOQuntaD$ 
of the city t ~d shall keep in books regular accounts of all re.
ceipt, and ~i8butl$ep1ents of the city, and se~rately under 
pl'oper heads each cause .of receipt and disbursemellt,1\lld 
~ aeoouts with each person, iDclud~ otftcet.fl Who have 
money transactions with the city, creditiJlg a.OUDu .uo.~d 
by proper authority and charging each with: an Warratl 

drawn in his. :favor, and specifying the par'ticulartransacti$ 
to which snoh entries apply; imd M sh&U pe:dGril .u such 
OdIer duties as may be required of hhIi. "" ~ 
~ellt. of 1889.] 

[Sectlo~ 181 teJ)ealed, 1889.] 

.b.BTIOLJil FIVE. 

BOkRD OF EDUCATION. 

[Repealed.] 
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saloon; every person or firm keeping a place where spirit

uous liquors. wines, cordials or beer are sold, 1n quantities 
less than one quart; ev~ry person or firm k~eping a billiard 
tab1e. ball alley, or nine or ten pin alley, or any similar game; 
every person or firm keeping a tavern, hotel or boarding 
house; every person or firm keeping a restaurant, eating 
house, oyster saloon or place of any description where eat
ables or refreshments are furnished; every person or firm 
keeping a livery stable or stables; every person or firm sell
ing goods, wares or merchandise at public auction; every 
person or firm pursuing the occupation of real estate brokel\ 
or agent, merchandise. cotton or produce broker, 01' commis
sion business; any person or firm pursuing the occupation of 
hawkers. a peddler of goods or any article whatever; every 
firm or person keeping a brewery, beer-shop or distillery; any 
person or firm keeping any storage warehouse, or engaged in 

any manufacturers' business, or keeping an intelligence office; 
each and every insurance company, or agent of insurance com
pany, shall be liabl~ to pay said city license tax. and every 
agent of insurance companies shall be held responsible for 
each a!;sociation, corporation or company of which he is agent. 

Sec. 176. Any person or firm pursuing oCcupations, 
business, vocations or callings subject to a license tax shall 
pay on each, and no 1icense shall extend to more than one 
establishm~nt or include more than one occl1pation, vocation, 

business or calling. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 177. The city council shall have power to pro
vide, by ordinance, . for the assessing and collecting of the 
taxes aforesaid, and determine when taxes shall be paid by 
'corporations, and when by the individual corporators; pro

vided, no tax shall be levied unless by consent of two-thirds 

of the aldermen elected or appointed under this act. 
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Sec. 178. The license tax shall be collected by the col
lector, and~ shall be paid to that officer by each and every 

person or firm or corporation owing such license. Upon the 
presentation of the rece~pt of the collector the city clerk 
shall issue the licens~ under the corporate seal.of the city, 
signed by the mayor fLnd city clerk. That if any person 
shall engage in ahy business, vocation or occupation which 
by ordinance is subject to a license tax, without first having 
obtained said license, he, she oi' they shall be liable to im
prisonment and a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) for each day said 
violat10n of said ordinance may continue; and this section 
shall apply to all persons owing any license and failing to pay 
the same. Said taxes, commonly known as licenses, laid as 
herein provided. shall not be cons trued to be a tax on prop- . 
erty within the meaning of any other section of this act. 

License tax, how col· 
lected. Failure to 
obtain license.pun
ished how. 

Sec. 179. That the term "real estate" or . 'property, " Meaning of "real 

as used in this act, shall be construed to include lots, lands 
and all buildings or machiuery and structures of every kind 
erected upon or affixed to the same. 

estate," etc. 

Sec. 180. That the term "personal estate" or "prop- Meaning of "perSion

erty," as used in this act, shall be construed to include' all . al property," etc. 

household furniture, moneys, goods, capital, chattels, all 
public stocks, and stocks in corporations, monied or other-
wise and generally all property which is not rt:lal. 

Sec. 181. Bonds of the United States, bonds of the 
state, and of the city of San Antonio, shall not be subject to 
tax under this act. 

Sec. 182. That all property exempt from taxation un
der the laws of the state shall be exempt from taxes imposed 
or authoriz~d by this act, and the city council may, by ordi-

No tax on certain 
bonds. 

Property ex e m p 
from taxa.tion. 
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nance, provide for the: exemption from taxation of such other 
property as they may deem just and proper; provided, nothing 
contained under this title of taxation shall be construed to 
prevent the city council from imposing. levying and collect
ing special taxes for the improvement of avenues, streams, 
ditches, streets and alleys, as hereinafter provided. 

.I ARTICLE ISEVEN . 

COLLECTION OF TAXES. 

Powers of city COUll- Section 183. The city council may and shall have 
en to collect taxes. power to provide by ordinance for the prompt collection of all 

taxes assessed, levied and imposed by thik act, herebyauthor
ized and due to said city, and to that end may and shall have 

power and authority to sell real as well as personal property . 
., and bring suits therefor in courts of competent jurisdiction, 

and may and shan make all such rules and regulations and or
dain and pass all such ordinances as they may deem neces
sary to the levying, laying, imposing, assessing and collect
ing of any of the taxes herein provided for, and all such taxes 
shall bear interest at the rate of eight (8) per cent. per annum 
from the date when 'collection thereof can be enfor~ed. 

[Amendment of 1889.] 

Deed to property 
sold for taxes. 

Sec. 184. The collector shall, when any property has 
been sold for the payment of taxes, make, e~ecute and de
liver a. deed for said property to the person or persons pur- . 
chasing the same; and said deed shall be pl'ima facie evidence 
in an controversies and suits in relation to the right of the 

purchaser, his, her, or their heirs and assigns, to the prem
ises thereby; conveyed, of the following facts: 
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Sec. 185. 1. That the land or lot, or portion thereof, 
conveyed was subject to taxation or assessment at the time 

the same was advertised for sale · and had been listed or as-
I, sessed in the time or manner req uired by law. 

2. That the taxes or assessments were not paid at any 
time before the sale. 

3. That the land, lot or portion thereof conveyed, had 
not been redeemed from t.he sale at the date of the deed, and 
shall be conclusive evidence of the following facts: 

First. That the land, or portion thereof sold, was ad_ 
1 vertised for sale in the manner ,and for the lengt.h of time 

required by Jaw. 

3econd. That the property was sold for taxes or assess. 
ments as stated in the deed. 

Third. That the grantee in the deed was the purchaser. 

Fourth. That the sale was conducted in the manner pre
scribed by law; and in all controversies and suits involving 
the title to land claimed and held under and by virtue of such 
deed, the person or persons claiming title adverse to tl:e 
title cOI'veyed by such deed, shall be required to prove, in 

order to defeat the said title, either that the land was not 
subject to taxation at the date of the sale, that the taxes or 
assessments had been paid. that the land had. never been 
listed and assessed for 1axation.or assessment, as required 
by this act or some ordjnance of the city, or that the same 
had been redeemed according to the prov]sions of this act, 
and that such redemption was made for the use and benefit 

of the persons having the right of redemption under the 
law; but no person shall be permitted to question the title 

Deed to property 
sold for taxes. 



s~. 186. If from any cause1be sale of property leV'iecl 
upon" or seized for 1axes f!lhall not take place at the time tiNt 
appointed, the collector shall appoint some other time, give 
like notice and procood to sell such property in the man_%' 
prescribed in the first instance; and ~ case said property 
ievied upon or seized for taxes cannot be sold on the day ad

v~rtised, such sale may be postponed from day to da, until 
completed. of whioh postponement th~ collector shan give 
verbal notice at the expiratioB of saTe each day. 
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Sec. 187. If at any sale of rea~ or personal property or Property struck oft' 
to city. whl'm. 

estate for taxes, no bid shall be made .for any parcel of land 
or any goods and chattels, the same shall be struck off to the 
city, and thereupon the city shall receive, in the corporate 
name, a deed for sa,id property, and shall be vested with the 
same rights as other purchasers at such sales, and shall have 

power to sell and convey the same. 

Sec. 188. If the rea,l estate of any infant, femme covert, 

or lunatic, be sold under this act, the same may be redeemed 
at any time within one year after such disability be removed. 

Sale of property 01 
infants, et. al. 

Sec. 189. That if any person shall fail, neglect or re- Delinquent tax l~st. 

:fuse to pay the taxes imposed upon him or her, and his or 

her property within the time prescribed by ordinance of said 
city, the city collector shall at once make out a delinquent list 

of all persons who have neglected, failed or refused to pay 
such taxes, adding thereto ten (10) per cent as a pewtlty for 

( 
thus refusing. failing or neglecting to pay such taxes; the col
lector shall, by virtue of his tax lists and assessment roll, 
levy upon so much property liable to taxation belonging to 
such persons as may be sufficiep.t to pay his, her or their 
taxes; and the collector shall give notice of the time and place 
of sale by ,advertisement in writing, giving the name of the 

party (if not unknown property), the property and the amount 

( 
of taxes, costs and fees due thereupon. Such notice shall be 
advertised in the official journal of the city, and also posted 
at the mayor's office, the collector's office and two at different 
public places in the city; and at the expiration of such notice, 
and on the day therein specified, the collector shall proceed 
to sell such property at public auction, in front of the court 

house door of the county of Bexar, or such other building as 
may be used for that purpose; pTovided, that when real estate 
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or property is oftered for sale, the smaJIest portion of ground 
must be sold for Which any person will take the same BIlld pay 
the taxes, costs and fees. 

Sec. 11l0. The coUector) after the' completion of t~ as
sessment roll, as required by ordin&n~e, sha.ll ppooeed to col
lect the tax therein mentioned, Within the time, and give such 
notice as may be pr~cribed by the city council. IAmeDdmat . , 
of 1~9.] 

Sec. 191. It shall be the duty of the 8aSS9asor, at the 
expiration of the time fixed by ordinance for the rendition of 
property, to ascertain what property in the city, subject to 
taxation., has not been given in; and a list of aU such property 
as is subject to taxation shall be by hi"m presenled to the 
board of appeals, in a suppletnent to the assessment roll, as 
unknown, specifying the year for which said tax is due, and 
the amount thereof~ and if said tax is not paid within the 
tiln.e prescribed by·.}aw, said property shlill be sold at the 
same time and with like effect 8S other property. 

Sec. 192. Whenever the assessor shall ascertain that 
any real or personal property has not been assessed for the 
past year, he 'sball assess the same in his next assessment 
J.'011 (ina supplement thereto) at the same rate as such prop
erty should have been assessed, stating the year for which it 
is assessed, and the taxes thereon shall be collected in the 
same manner as other assessments. In all cases where a.ny 
PBcrty has omitted to render property for taxation for any 
former year or years, and such taxes have not been' paid, 
&uch_party shall give such property for assessment for the 
years thus omitted, and pay sa,id taxes, and the assessor 
shall enter such property in a supplement to his next assess
ment roll under the head of "Payments for Former Years. " 

~ [Amendment of 1889,] 
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Sec. 193. It shall be the duty of the assessor to as'-
8ess and return within the time fixed by the board all prop

erty subject to taxation, and to make out a list of such prop
erty and of persons chargeable with a poll tax, describing as 

near as possible the quantity, streets and bounds of real 
estate, and the value of the grounds and that of the improve
ments separately, and to make out a list of all personal prop
erty, and return the same assessed; and. all property not . 
returned to the assessor according to the provisions of this 

act, he shall proceed to assess in the n!;.me of the owner, if 
he be known, and if not, then it shall be assessed by descrip
tion of the property and last known owner; and the value of 
all such property shall be determined by the board of re
vision and appeal, and the same may be sold as in other 
cases, if the tax be not paid in the time prescribed by law, 
the assessment to be made according to law, and the direc

tions gi ven by the city council. 

Duties of assessor, 
continued. 

Sec. 194. The city council, or at least the mayor and Board of appeal and 

three aldermen, shall sit as 11 board of appeal and revision, 
to whom shall be submitted, by the assessor, the tax list, and 
before whom persons feelings aggrieved may appeal in writ
ing, stating his or her grievance. Said board shall hear and 
determine all such appeals in a summary manner, correct 

errors, appraise all property assessed as unknown, and in

crease or diminish any assessment as th~y may deem just; 
]Jl'ovidecl, that no assessment shall be increased unless the 
owner of such property has been notified to appear before 
such board and given an opportunity to make his objections 

to such itlcre~se, a copy of wl?ich notice shall, with the 
officers' return thereon, be filed with the city clerk. After 
the board have revised such tax list the assessor shall make 

out a correct list and enter the amounts d U8 by each person,. 

revision. 
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as well as the property assessed, and it shall be immediately 
delivered to the collector who shall give a receipt for the ag
gregate amount thereof, which shall be charged to him. If, 
after o!' before payment of taxes by any person, any error is 
d,iscovered in amount, such error shall be corrected oy the . 
board, on application in writing, and the overcha.rge, if paid, 
~hall be refunded to the person having paid the same. 
[Amendment of 1889.] 

I~ Inventory of prop- Sec. 195. Every person, partnership and corp::>ration 
I ': arty tor assess-

ment. owning property within 'the limits of the city shall, within 

) 

) 

I ' J(anner of making 
out tax llsts. etc. · 

~ ... 

two months after published notice, hand in to the assessor of 
the city a full and complete inventory of the property pos
sessed by him, her or them, or controlled by him or her as 
the agent of any person, partnership or corporation, within 
the said limits, not exempt from taxation, on the first day of 
March of the current year, verified as may be requir~d by 
ordinance, and any person failing or refusing to comply with 
the provisions of this section shall be liable to fine and im-
prisonment; and the city council shall, by ordinance, clearly 
define the duties of taxpayers herein and make all necessary 
rules and regulations to secure the rendition of property and 
the collection of taxes due thereon, and prescribe the oath to 
be taken by the person assessing p~operty as aforesaid, for 
himself or herself, or agent for another. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 196. The city council shall have power, by ordi
nance, to regulate the mode and manner of making out tax 
lists or inventories, and the appraisement of property, and 
to prescribe the form of oath that shall be administered 
to each person on such rendition of property, and to pre
scrib~ how and when property shall thus be rendered, and to 
prescrib~ the number and form of assessment rolls and fix 



7:;:: r-~------~--------__________________________________________________ ~\ 

REVISED CITY CHARTER. 45 

the duties and define the powers of the assessor and collec
tor and adopt such measures as they may deem advisable to 
secure the assessment of all property within the limits of 
said city and collect the tax thereupon; ·and may, by ordin
ance, provide that any person, firm, or corporation, having 
property' subject to taxation, or being liable for any tax un
der the provisions of this act, and neglecting to render a ' 
list, inventory and appraisement thereof, as required by any 
ordinance of said city, shall be liable to fine and imprison-

II ment. 

ARTICLE EIGHT. 

STREETS, AVENUES, ALLEYS, ETC. 

Section 197. The city council shall b~ in vested with Grading and paving 

full power and authority to grade and macadamize, curb, pave 
repair or otherwise improve any avenue, plaza, street or 
alley, whenever they shall declare. by a vote of three-fourths 
of all the aldermen, that such improvement is .for the public 

interest, [Amendment of March 4th, 1885.] 

[Sections 198, 199 and 200 repealed March 4th, 1885.] 

Sec. 201. In the widening or straightening of any 
street, avenue, alley, plaza, square, park or other highway, 
the city council shan determine by ordinance the manner 
and~ extent of such widening and straightening. Upon the 
filing of such ordinance and the plan of the proposed widen
ing with the county clerk, it shall be th~ duty of the county 
judge to appoint three disinterested freeholders of the city 
as commissioners, who, after being sWOrn to act with fidelity 
and impartiality, shall carefuily estinlate the value of the 
prope~ty necessary' to be taken for such widening or 

streets. 

W~dening streets, 
etc. 
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Widening streets, straightening, making a serarate estimate in the case of each 
con<lemning pri- • 
vate property, es- owner. It shall be thereafter the duty of the commissioners 
Limating benefits. to estimate the benefits accruing to any proI)erty on the ct,c. 

street. or in the vicinity, that they may consider benefited 
by such improvements, filing with their report a list of the 
owners of such property and the amount of the supposed 
benefit, stated separat~ly in each case. On the filing of such 
report with the city clerk the city council shall, at their first 
meeting, or as soon as practicable thereafter, give five days 
pu~lic notice through the official journal, at which time said 
report will be acted upon (which shall not be less than ten 
days after the expiration of said notice), and all partie~ feel
ing aggrieved by the action of said commissioners may be 
heard by the council on appeal. The action of the city coun
cil shall be limited to the increase of the value of the award 

for property taken, or decrease of the assessment for sup
posed benefit to property by the improvement contemplated. 
The city council, by tendering to the owner of the land taken 
the amount of the award, may at once enter upon and appro
priate said land for the purpose of opening, widening or al
tering said street, alley, etc. The benefits r~ported, and as 
may be revised by the city council, shall be assessed as a 
special tax against the property reported as benefited and 
shall be payable at such time as the city council may direct; 
and said tax shall be a lien on the property until the pay
ment thereof; and -the city collector shall proceed to collect 
the said tax in the same manner as the other taxes are col
leccted; l y;'ovided, that if deemed necessary the city council 
may proceed by suit in any court of competent jurisdiction 
as an additional remedy for the collection of any and all taxes 
of every nature, assessed or levied by the city, [Amendment 

of 1891.] 
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Sec. 202. That in addition to the power and authority Suits for benefits to 

granted to the city council to collect said assessments as 
taxes, as aforesaid, they shall have the further and addi

tional remedy of instituting suit in the corporate name, in 
any court having jurisdiction. for the recovery against any 
owner of said property, for the amount due for any such 
work so made as aforesaid, and the city council shall provide, 
by resolution or ordinance, under the provisions of this act, 
for carrying out and executing the powers in this title con
fer'red; and may adopt s11ch resolutions and enact such or

dinances, and mflke such rules and regulat,ions as they may 
deem necessary therefor. [Amendment of March 4th. Hs85.] 

Sec. 203. Whenever in the opinion of the city council 
it shall become necessary or proper to appropriate private 

properLy for the use of the city for streets, alleys, avenues, 
boulevards, parks, public squares, plazas, sewers, gas works, 

water-works, market houses, school houses, or other public 
purposes authorized by law, such property may be condemned 
for such use in the following manner: 'rhe city council shaH 
declare by ordinance the necessity or propriety of such ap

propriation, describing the .property sought to be appro
priated, and stating the name and residence of the owner 
if kno\,rl1, and if unknown, stating that fact, and shall 

file or cause to be filed with the city clerk a plat of the 
property proposed to be condemned. The damages to ac
crue to the owner of such property by reason of such con
demnation shall be asse~sed by three commissioners, who 
shall be disinterested freeholders of the city, one to be 

selecte.d by the owner of the property, one to be selected by 
the mayor, and the third to be selected by the two thus ap
pointed. The city clerk shall issue to such owner a notice 

calling upun him to appoint the commissioner to be selected by 

private property. 

Condemnation of 
pl'i vate property 
for public purposes. 
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him, and such notice shall -be accompanied by a copy of cuch 
ordinance and a copy of this section of the 'Charter, which 
notice and copies shall be delivered to such owner by the 

-city marshal. If such owner shall fail to appoint the COllJ- " 

missioner to be selected by him, gi ving the name of such ap
pointee to the city clerk within ten days after the service of 
such notice and copies upon him. the mayor shall appoint 
such commissioner. If the two commissioners so appointed 
can not agree upon the selection of the third, then the county 
judge of Bexar county shall. upon application of the mayor, 
appoint such commissioner. Such commissioners, or any 
two of them, after being duly sworn to perform the duties of 
their appointment with fidelity and impartiality, shall fix a 
time and place for the hearing of the parties upon the matter 
of such assessment, and shall give not less than ten days 
nqtice to both parties of such time and plac'e, which notice 
may be served by any disinterested person capable of mak
ing oath to his return, who shall make' his return under oath. 
When the property sought to he condemned is the propprty 
of an estate of a deceased person or of a minor, or -a person 
of unsound mind, and such estate has a legal representative, 
or such minor or person of unsound mind has a guardian, 
the notice and copies hereinbefore provided for shall be 
served upon such legal representative or guardian, who shall 
make the appointment hereinbefore required to be made by 
the owner and within the time hereinbefore prescribed; 
otherwise the same shall be made by the mayor. When the 
property sought to be condemned is the property of a non
resident of this state, such owner sha\! have twenty days 
after service of notice and cop\es in which to appoint the 
commissioner to be selected by him, and twenty days notice 
of the hearing before the commissioners after service of 
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notice thereof. At the time and place appointed for such 
hearing. or at any other time and place to which the hearing 
may be adjourned, -the said commissioners or any two of 
them shall proceed to hear evidence and assess the damages 
to accrue to the owner of the property by reason of its con-

'1 demnation. For such purpose the said commissioners sb.all 
have power to compel the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of testimony and to administer oaths and punish 
for contempt as fully and in the'same manner as is provided 
by law for the district and county courts. A report of such 
assessment, signed by the commissioners making the same, 
shall be filed by them with the city clerk. The city council 
shall by ordinance accept or reject such report. If such report 

\ 

I 

be accepted by the city council, the damages so assessed shall 
be paid to the owner of the property or his legal representa
tive or guardian. as the case may be, or deposited with the 

city treasurer,_ subject to the order of such owner, legal rep
resentative or guardian, after which such property may at 
any time be taken for the use of the city. If the report be 
rejected by the city counCil, proceedings may be taken anew 
to assess the damages. If no report be made within thirty 
days after the appointment of the commissioners, proceed
ings may be taken anew to assess the damages. [Amendment 

of 1895.] 

Sec. 203a. 'rhe method of condemning private prop
erty for the use of the city prescribed in Section 203 of its 
charter, as amended by this act, shall not be exclusive; and 
private property may also be condemned for the uses of the 
city for the purposes expressed in said section, by the same 
proceedings and under the same rules, so far as applicable, 
as are now provided by the general laws of this state for the 
condem nation of pri vate property for the use of railroad cor-

Coudemnation of 
.p r i vat e property 
under general laws 
of state, also. 
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porations, or in any other mantler or by any other proceed
ings authorized by the general law of this state for the con
demnation of private property for public use. [Amendment 

of 1895.] 

Acquisition of pri- Sec. 203b. Said city is hereby authorized to acq uire 
vate property for 
sewers. by purchrse, gift, devise, or condemnation, any private prop-

Maintenance of sew- erty or any interest therein, whether such property be situ
ers within or with-
out city limit;s. ated within or without the corporation limits of said city, 

Dama.~es paid to 
owners. 

Assessment to be 
confirmed 1Jy COUIl

cil. 

which may be necessary or proper for the establishment and 
maintenance of an efficient system of sewers for said city. 
Said city is hereby given the right to lay, construct and 
maintain its sewers in. under, and across or along any public 
street, . highway, or public grounds within or without the cor
poration limits of said city; provided, that due regard shall be 
had for franchise rights and vested rights in, upon and along 
said st'reets, high ways and public grounds. [Amendment of 

1895.] 

Sec. 204. Such damages shall be paid to the owners 
of such property, or deposited with the city treasurer, sub
ject to the order of such owners, respectively, before such 
property shall be taken for the use of the city. 

Sec. 205. If the assessment of the freeholders be not , 
contirmed by the council, proceedings may be taken anew to 

assess damages. 

ARTICLE NINE. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

ProlJibition of erec- Section 206. The city council, for the purpose of guard-
t ion of certain 
buildings. etc. ing against the calamities of fire, shall prohibit the erection, 
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r Regula.tion of water Sec. 209. To regulate the supplies of water for the 
~ supply for fire. , extinction of fires. 
1---

Regulation of cer- S·ec. 210. To prevent the carrying on of manufactories 
tain factories. etc. 

F Fire-works and fire-
arms. 

and works dangerous in promoting and causing fires. 

Sec. 211. To prevent the use of'fire-works and fire

arms. 

r:~ Storing of powder Sec. 212. To direct, control and prohibit the keeping 
I.:: ::r~a~:'Plosive ma- and 'management of houses or any building for the storing of 

Candles and lights gun-powder, and other combustible, explosive and danger-
In stables. etc. 

Regulatton of PIU'ti- • 
tlon walls. e1 c. 

Regulation of scut
tIcs in roofs. etc. 

J'lre regulations for 
public safety, 

It Fire departmf'nt, 

! ~ 
I: 

ous materials within the city; to regulate the keeping and 
conveying of the same, Rnd the use of candles and other 

lights in stables or other like houses. 

Sec. 213. To regulate and . prescribe the manner and 

order the building of parapet and partition walls, and parti-

tion fences. 

Sec. 214. To compel the owners or occupants of 
houses, or other buildings. to have scuttles in the roofs, and 

stairs or ladders leading to the same. 

S~c. 215. And genera.lly to establish such regulations 
for the prevention and extinguishment of fires as the city 

council may deem expedi~nt. 

Sec. 216. The city council shall have power to or
ganize such fire department as they may deem necessary, 
and adopt any system of fire companies they may deem wise 
and ~xpedient, voluntary or paid; and all volunteer com
panies shall be subject to the control of the mayor and city 

council. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section 217. The ciiy council, by ordinance, shall have Sale of persona 

power to provide for the sale of personal property for the 
personal taxes due from the own~rs thereof, or assessed upon 
the property to be sold. 

property f.or taxe 

Sec. 218. Every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine, Publication of ordl 

imprisonment, or forfeiture of its provisions, shall, after the 
passage thereof, be published in every issue of the official 

journal of the city of San Antonio for ten days, and proof of 
such publication by the printer or publisher of such newspa
per, taken before any officer authorized to administer oaths. 
and filed with the cHy clerk. shall be prima facie evidence of 
the legal publication and promulgation of such ordinances in 

all courts and places~ All such ordinances shall take effect 
and be in force from and after expiration of such publication 

provided; but no ordinance shall be passed unless same shall 
have been read at three separate meetings of the city coun
cil, except when otherwise determined by a two-thirds vote 
of all the aldermen. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 219. All ordinances of the city, when printed and 
published by authority of the city council, shall be admitted 
and received in all the courts and places without further 
proof. 

nances imposin 
fines. etc. 

Ordinances admit 
ted as pro.)f. when 

Sec. 220. rfhe style of the ordinances shall be: "Be ~tyle of or'dillances 

it. ordained by the city council of the city of San Antonio," 
but may be omitted when published in the form of book or 
pamphlet. 

Sec. 221. All ordinances, regulations and resolutions 
now in force in the city of San Antonio, and not in conflict 
with this act, shall remain in force under this act until 

What ordinances to 
be in force. 



Removal of danger
ous buildings. 

Suit on bonds for 
good behavior. 

Suspension and re
vocation of licenses. 
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altered, modified 011 repealed by the city council after this 

act shall take effect. ' 

Sec. 222. Whenever in the opinion of the city council, 
any building. fencE', shed, awning, or any erection of any kind 
or any part thereof is ' liable to fall down and endanger per
sons or property, they, may order the owner. owners, or the 
agent of the same. to take down and remove the same, or 
any part thereof, within such time as they may direct, and 
punish by fine and imprisonment, or either, the owner, 
owners, or agent thereof, for any neglect, failure or refusal 
to comply therewith. The city council shall, in addition, 
have the power to remove the same, on account of the owner 
of the property or premises, and assess the expense on the 
land on which it stood, or to whicb it was attached; and shall, 
by ordinance,. provide for such assessment, the mode and 

manner of giving notice, and the means of recovering any 

such expense. [Amendment of 1889,] 

Sec. 223. Whenever any person has been required by 
the recorder, or mayor acting as recorder, to give bond or 
bonds for good behavior, or any other 'bond, and complied 
with such order and been guilty of a violation or Infraction 
of any such bond, the city, in its corporate name, may sue in 
any court htl.ving jurisdicti~)n for the recovery of the penalty 

of such bond. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 224. In all cases where, by any provisions of 
this act, or by any ordlnance passed in pursuance thereof, a 
person is required to obtain a license for any calling, occupa

tion, business or vocation, and has, on complaint before the 
recorder, been adjudged guilty of violating any rule, regula

tion or ordinance of the city council in relation thereto. the 
recorder, ,in addition to fine and imprisonment, or either, 

may suspend or revoke the license so granted. 
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Sec. 225. Warrants drawn upon the city treasurer Warrants not to be 
recei ved for t:txes, 

for payment of money shall be for immediate payment, and etc. 

will not be received for taxes or other dues due the city, and Warrantstobe 

are not to be considered a circulating medium; arid the may
or is forbidden to draw warrants upon the treasurer only 
under specific appropriation, and not beyond the amount ap
propriated by the city council for all purposes under the city 
government. 

drawn. when. 

Sec. 226. Two-thirds of the aldermen shall be a quo- Quorum of council. 

rum to transact all business. [Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 227. The mayor shall cause a quarterly exhibit Quarterly exhibit of 
financial condition 

of the financial affairs of the city, to be published in the offi- of city. 

cial journal. The mayor shall also, within thirty days after 
the close of every fiscal year, cause to be published in pam
phlet form, for general distribution, an exhibit of the finan
cial condition of the eity for such fiscal year, which exhibit 
shall specify the number and date of' each warrant drawn, 
the amount thereof, the name of the person to whom the 
S3.me was issued, and for what purpose or account the same 
was drawn. Every taxpaying citizen shall, during office hours 
have the right to examine any and all books, vouchers, records, 
and papers belonging to the city, and in the custody of its offi
cers, and shall have the right to take copies, and it shall be 
the duty of the proper custodian of a paper or record apper
taining to the city or its business, to produce and exhibit any 
such paper or record demanded to be inspected by any such 
citizen. [Amendment. of 1891.] 

Publication of ex
hibit of financial 
condition of city. 

Right of certain 
citizens to examine 
books and papers. 

( 

Sec. 228. The city council shall choose a city printer, Oity printer. 

and regulate the price of printing and advertising. 

Sec. 229. The policemen of the city shall have power Powers ofpolicemeI 



Powers o! policemen. 
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to arrest all offenders against the law of the state" or ordi
nances of the city, by day or night, and keep them in the 
city prison to prevent their escape until they can be brought 
before the proper officer. unless such offender shall give a" 
good and sufficient bond for his or her appearance for trial. 
[Amendment of 1889.] 

Sec. 230. The policemen of the city, and assistant 
marshal or marshals. in the discharge of their duties, shall 
be subject to the orders of the mayOT and marshal only. The 
city marshals and policemen may arrest any person commit· 

. ting any offense against the peace of the city, or a breach Qf 

any city ordinance committed in their presence, or on com"
plaint of any person, without a warrant. Policemen serving 
warrants for the arrest of persons shall be deemed the 
deputies of the city marshal, and shall have the same powers 
as constables under the state laws, within the city limits. 

~ ... arshal subject, to 
orders of mayor. 

Sec. 231. The marshal, in the discharge of his dut,y, 
shall be subject to the orders of the mayor only. 

[Section 232 repealed, 1889.] 

Exemption of prop- Sec. 233. Lands, houses, moneys, debts due the city, 
) erty belonging to 

cIty. and personal and real property, and assets of every descrip-
Provision tobe made tion, belonging to the city, shall be exempt from execution 

tor the payment of 
city's debts. and sale; but the city shall make provision, by taxation or 

otherwise, for the payment of any and all indebtedness due 

by the city. 

Rights. actions. etc.. Sec. 234. All rights, actions, penalties and forfeitures 
accrued to the city 
prior to this act. in suit or otherwise, which have accrued under the law here-

tofore in force shall be vested in and presented by the corpor~ 
ation hereby created; and no suit pending shall be affected by 
the passage of this act, but the same shall be prosecuted 
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or defended, as the case may be, by the corporation hereby 
created. 

Sec. 235. All property, real or personal or mixed, be
longing to the city of San Antonio, is hereby vested in the 
corporation created by this act; and the officers of the said 
corporation, now in office, shall respectively continue in the 
same until superseded in conformity to the provisions here
of, but shall be governed by thi.s act from and after it takes 
effect. 

Sec. 236. Whenever a majority of the inhabitants 
qualified to vote for member of state legislature, on any ter
ritory adjoining the present limits of the city of San Antonio, 
to the extent of half a mile in width, shall vote in favor of 
becoming a part of said city and any three of them may 
make affida\Tit before the mayor. who shall certify the same 
to the city 'council of said city, and said city council may, or 

by ordinance, receive them as part of said city; from thence
forth the territory so received shall be a part of said city, 
and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to allthe rights 
and privileges of other citizens, and bound by all acts and 
ordinances made i.n conformity thereto, and passed in pur
suance of this act. 

Sec. 237. The cemetery lots which have or may be 
hereafter.laid out and sold by said city for private places of 
burial, shall, with the appurtenances, forever be exempt 
from taxes, executions, attachment or forced sale . . 

Sec. 238. No person shall be an incompetent judge, 
justice or juror, by reason of his being an inhabitant or free· 
holder in the city of San Antonio, in any action or proceed
ing in which said city may be a party in interest. [Amend

ment of 1889.] 

Property vested in 
corporation. 

Expansion of terri
tory and jurisdic
tion of city. 

Exemption of ceme
tery lots. 

No disqualification 
of judges. etc., by 
reason of being in
habitants of city. 
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Sec. 239. When, by the provisions of this act, the 
city council have power to pass ordinances on any subject, 
they may prescribe a.ny penalty not exceeding two hundred 
dollars ($200.00) for ~he violation thereof, and imprisonment 
not to exceed three months; and in case of the imposition of 
a fine and non-payment, may provide that the party con
victed be committed to jail or house of correction, or be re
quired to work on the alleys, avenues, streets, or any public 
work of the city, for such time as the city council may by 

ordinance provide. 

Sec. 240. It shall not be necessary in any action, suit 
or proceeding in which the city of San Antonio shall be a 
party, for any bond, undertaking or security, to be executed 
in behalf of the city; but all such actions. suits and ' pro
ceedings shaH be conducted the same as if such bond, under
taking or security had been given; and for all purposes of 

such actions, suits or proceedings, the city shall be liable in 
the same manner and to the same extent as if the bond, un
dertaking or security required in other cases had been duly 
given and executed. 

[Section 241 repealed, 1889.] 

Exemption of mem- Sec. 242. The members of the city council shall be 
bel's of city coun-
cIl froIL. jury ser- exempt from jury service during their term of office. Each 
vice. member of the city council shall receive five dollars ($5.00) 

Compensation and f t' tt d d d b fi d' -'k f fines for attend- or every nlee lng a en e . an e ne In 11 e spm or 
Itnce or absence. every meeting which he fails to attend, without sufficient ex-

cuse for each absence. 

[Section 243 repealed, 1889.] 

[Section 244 repealed, 1889.] 
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Sec. 245. Whenever any person shall be removed Office-holder to turn 
oyer books, papers, 

from any office, or the term for which he was appointed or etc .. when vaca.t-

elected has expired, or he has resigned or ceased to act in 
such official capacity, he shall deli vel' over to his successor 
all books, papers and effects in any way appertaining to 
his office. Every person violating this provision shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be deemed an offender 
within the meaning of any ·law of the state punishing such 
offense, and in addition thereto shall, on conviction before 
the reco!der, be fined in any sum not exceeding five hun
dred dollars ($500) and imprisonment for any time not ex
ceeding six months, or either; and any officer who shall 
have been intrusted with the collection or custody of funds 
belonging to said city, who shall be in default to said city, 
besides being liable to criminal prosecution and 'a civil ac

tion for debt, shall thereafter be incapa.ble of holding any 
office under said city until the amount of his defalcation shall 

have been fuUy paid to said city, with twelve (12) per cent 
interest. 

Sec. 246. That no member of th~ city council shall 
hold any office or employment under the city government 
while he is a member of said city council, unless herein 

iug office. 

Member of city t'oun
cilnot to bold office 
under city goYerll
meut. 

Not to he interest.ed 
otherwise provided; and no member of the city council, or in contract with 

any officer of the corporation, shall be directly or indirectly rity. et!'. 

interested in any work, business or contract, the expense, 
price or consideration of which is paid from city treasury, or 
by an assessment levied by an ordinance or a resolution of 
the city council. nor be the surety of any person having a 
contract, work or business with said city, for the perform-
ance of which security may be required. 

Sec. 247. Resignation by any officer authorized to be 
elected or appointed by this act, shall be made to the city 

ReSignation of city 
officers, how made. 
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council in writing, subject to their approval and acceptance; 
provided, that nothing in this section contained shall apply to 
appointments by the mayor; any such appointee wishing to 
resign, shall present his resignation to that officer, in writ
ing. for his action. 

Sec. 248. All fines, forfeitures and penalties for the 
breach or violation of any provision of this act, or of any regu
lation, order or ordinance of the city, shall, when collected, be 
paid into the city treasury for the use and benefit of said 
city. 

Sec. 249. The officers of the city of San Antonio 
herein named shall receive from the city the following com
pensation. and no more: 

1. The mayor shall recei ve the sum of three thousand 

six hundred dollars ($3,600) per annum. 

2. The city auditor shall receive one thousand eight 

hundred dollars ($1,800) per annUll'l . 
• 

3. The recorder shall receive the sum of one thousand · 
two hundred dollars ($1.200) per annum. 

4. The city marshal shall receive the sum of two thous
and dolla.rs ($2,000) per annum. 

5. The city attorney shall receive the sum of two thous
. and dollars ($2,000) per annum. 

6. The collector shall receive the sum of two th0usand 
seven hundred dollars ($2,700) per annum and . shall pay his 
own clerks or assistants. 

i. The assessor shall receive the sum of two thousand 
dollars ($2,000) per annum. 

8. The treasurer shall receive the sum of one thousand 
two hundred dollars ($1,200) per annum. • 
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9. The engineer shall receive the sum of two thousand 
dollars ($2,000) per ann~m. [Amendment of 1891.] 

Sec. 250. All acts done' by the acting mayor and coun- Acts done by acting 
mayor and council cil, and officers appointed to office by the commander of the to be valid. 

Fifth Military District, or the council and mayor so ap-
pointed, shall be deemed and held by the courts of the state 
to be as valid and binding on the said city and its inhabitants 
as though the same had been done by officers elected in 
accordance with the charter of said city heretofore in force. 

Sec. 251. The salaries of the officers named in the Sal ·tries to be paid, 
when. preceding section shall be payable monthly out of the city 

treasury, at the end of each month, on warrants drawn by 
the mayor and attested by the clerk, in accordance with said 
section, fro~ and after the passage of this act. [Amendment 
of 1891.] 

Sec. 252. That all acts and parts of acts heretofore Prior arts repealed . 

. passed by the legislature of the state of Texas, incorporating 
the city of San Antonio, or amendatory to such acts, and con-
fiicting with this act, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 253. This act shall be deemed a public act, and Act to be a publie 

may be read in evidence, without proof, and judicial Jiotice 
shall be taken thereof in all courts and places. 

Sec. 254. That this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 

act. 

Act takes effect. 
when. 
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LIST OF 

C·harters· and AmeQdments. 

THE FIRST CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

The first charter held by the present city of San Anto-. 
nio was ·granted by authority of the king of Spain, in the 
year 1733 or 1734, to the people and inhabitants of the town 
of San Fernando, now San Antonio. In the case of Lewis vs. 
San Antonio, 7 Texas Rep., 289, a cause involving the title to 
lands lying within the corporate limits and claimed by the 
city of San Antonio, decided by the supreme court of Texas 
in the year 1851, the court (per Lipscomb. J.) uses the follow

ing language: 

"There were several bills of exception taken on the 
trial, and many grounds of error have been presented for 
our consideration. I propose. however, before examining 
them, to first discuss the grounds on which the corporation 
relies in support of the claims it has set up to the lands in 
controversy. And first, the, ancient grant, the existence of 
an ancient deed in the archives of the corporation, embrac
ing the lands in controversy, has been proved conclusively. 
That this deed was in the archives, the place to which it be
longed, as late as the year 1834, is also fully proved; that it 
purported to be absolute and unconditional on its face, ema 
nating from the authority of the king of Spain; that it bore 
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date in 1733 or 1734; that-it was sewed' or stitched - into a 

book, with other papers relating to the foundation of the 
town; that the deed was the last in the book; that on an occa
sion of very great public excitement, when the indignation 

of the people was aroused by what they supposed to be an 

attempted fraud on their rights by their delegate to the con
gress of Coahuila and Texas, Balmaceda, in procuring a de

cree of the congress for two leagues of land to the town, the 
corporate authorities instituted a vigilant search for the 

1 deed and found it, as previously stated. This was in the 
year 1829. It has never been seen since 1834. " 

I 

The city of San Antonio claimed title to the lands sued 
for under the above grant and also by a charter granted to 

said city by the Republic of Texas, December 14th, 1837. 
The jury in the court below found in favor of the existence 

of such ancient grant, and in favor of the city, and the 
supreme court sustained the verdict. The title of the city to 
said land is therefore perfect. 

LIST OF SUBSEQUENT CHARTERS AND AMENDMENTS. 

Second. An act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches 

and other towns therein named, by the Republic of Texas, 
June 5th, 1837.-Laws Republic of Texas, vol. 1, p. 239. 

Third. Act of incorporation, December 14th, 1837.-Vol. 
2, Laws Republic of Texas, p. 39. 

Fourth. Act supplementary, January 26th, 1839.-First 
session of the Third congress, p. 107. 

Fifth. An Act of incorporation, January 14th, 1842.
Sixth congress, Republic of Texas, p. 35. 
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Sixth. Ac~ to incorporate the city of San Antonio, Janu
ary 24th, 1852.-Voted upon and rejected by the people. 

Seventh. An Act to amen'd the Act of January 14th, 
1842.-November 26th, 1855. 

Eighth. An Act of incorporation, July 17th, 1856. 

Ninth. Act of incorporation. August 13th, 1870. 

Tenth. Amendments to Sections 5, 6, 24, 33, 46, 131, 
135, 189 and 230, made by the people at an election held De
cember 15th, 1874. 

Elev'enth. Amendments to Sections 5, 24,43 and 45, April 

18th, 1879; by Sixteenth legislature. 

Twelfth. Act of March 4th, 1885, to repeal SectionR 
7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13,14, 15, 16, 17, 18,19,21,22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 

30, 31, 83, 198, 199 and 200; and to amend Sections 2, 4, 5, 6, 
29, 33, 43, 45, 70, 74, 78, 103, 120, 197, 201, 202 and 203 of au act 
entitled "An Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio and 

grant a new charter to said city," approved August 13th, 
1870; and to repeal "An Act to incorporate the city of San 
Antonio," approved July 17th, 1856, and an act to amend the 

"Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio." approved Feb

ruary 11th" 1860; also, an act to amend an act entitled "An 
Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio and grant a new 
charter to said city," approved April 18t,h, 1879. 

Thirteenth. An Act of April 3rd, 1889, amending Sec

tions 1, 4, 5, 6, 24, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 43, 45, 46, 51, 55, 60, 

61, ' 69,73,79,107, 121, 130,1~4, 135, 13~17~ 173,176, 183,19~ 
192, 194, 195, 201, 218-222, 223, 226, 229, 238, 249, and adding 

Sections 255 and 256. 
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Fourteenth. Act of April 29th, 1891, entitled "An Act to 

amend S:::ctions 5, 24, 29, 37, 43, 45, 48, 55, 98, 102, 119, 127, 

133, 201, 203, 227, 249 and 251, of the charter of the city of 
San Antonio, approved August 13th, 1870, and all acts amend

a tory thereof. " 

Fifteenth. An Act to amend Sections 4:3 and 203 of an act 

incorporating the city of San Antonio, approved August 13, 
1870, and of the acts amendatory thereof, passed by the, 

Twenty-second Legislature, being Chapter 24 of said acts l 

and to add Sections 203a and 203b thereto. 
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REVISED CODE 

OF 

CIVIL ORDINANCES 
OF THE -

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 

[REVISED BY THEODORE HARRIS. ] 

CHAPrER ONE. 

ALDERMEN. 

Section 1. Every person who may be elected or ap
pointed alderman to represent any ward of the city in the 
city council shall have his residence in the wlird he was 
elected to represent, and shall have resided there at least six 
months next prior to his election. If any alderman moves 
his residence from the ward in which he was elected, he shall 
thereby vacate his office, and the same shall be filled accord
ing to section 3i of th) city charter. 

CHAPTER TWO. 

THE ALAMO. 

WHEREAS, The city of San Antonio did, by virtue of a 
resolution of the city council, passed February 20th, 1883, 
propose to the state authOl;ities that in the event of the pur-

-.. 

Residence of a lder 
men. 

J 



/ 

CIty accepts custody 
of Ala.mo. .. 

Mayor authorized to 
appoint custodian. 

Duties and salary of 
custodian. 

- -
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chase by the state of the Alamo, the city would take charge of 
the said building, to the end. that the object of the purchase, 
to-wit: its preservation as a monument, sacred to th~ memory 
of the martyrs who so gallantly perished in th.e defense of 
the liberties of their country, should be prevented from 
desecration by vandal hands, and as far as possible from 
destruction by the ravages of time~ and, 

WHEREAS, By virtue of a joint resolution in the Nine
teenth legislature, the governor of the state has formally 
transferred the said Alamo building to the cu~ tody of the 
city, now, therefore, 

Be it O'rdained by tlte City Council oj the City oj San Antonio: 

Section 1. That in conformity with the resolution of 
the city council. above recited, the city of San Antonio here
by accepts the trust imposed by the aforesaid joint resolu
tion of the Nineteenth legislature, and will carry in to effect 
all the conditions imposed thereby, in good faith. 

Sec. 2. That the mayor be, and is hereby, authorized 
by and with the consent of the city council, to appoint some 
suitable person as cu stodian of the Alamo. 

Sec. 3. It shaH be the duty of the custodian of the 
Alamo to keep the building in a cleanly and proper condition, 
open at all times between the hours of 8 a. m. and 5 p. m., 
and on Sundays from 8 to 9 a. m. and 4 to 5 p. m., to the in
spection of strangers and other visitor.s. He shall escort 
visitors inspecting the building, and prevent any defacement 
of the walls or other acts in any manner injurious to the 
property in his charge by such visitors and others. He shall 
have and execute in the discharge of the duties imposed by 
this ordinance, the power and authority of a regular police-
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man, and shall receive for his services a salary of fifty do]
lars ($50.00) per month. 

Sec. 4. The city council shall from time to time, as 
occasion may req uire, enact all other needful and proper reg
ulations necessary to carry into effect the obligations as
sumed, as hereinbefore recited . 

CHAPTER THREE. 

CITY ATTORNEY. 

City couucil to enact 
regulations, etc. 

Section' 1. It shall be the duty of the city a Ltorney, Duties of City attor-

by himself or assistant, to appear and prosecute all cases in 
the recorder's court, arising under the ordinances of the 
city; to institute suits on behalf of the city for the recovery 
of any and all lands heretofore or hereafter sold and con
veyed to the city by the city collector for city taxes; he shall 
attend upon the meetings of the city council, and, when 
called upon, give his ad vice and counsel; he shall ad vise the 
officers of the city government, and give his opinion upon 
such legal matters and questions affecting the interests of 
the city as may from time to time be referred to him, and, 
generally, to perform such other professional duties as may 
from time to time be required of him by the city council. 

ney. 

Sec. 2. The city attorney shall, at the expiration of his City attorney shall 

term of office, deliver over to his successor all books, papers 
and effects in any way appertaining to his office. 

Sec. 3. The office of assistant city attorney is hereby 
created, and the salary of said office is fixed at one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) per month. The assistant 

deli ver papers, etc., 
to his successor. 

Assistant city attor
ney. Duties pre
scribed. 
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city attorney shall be appointed by the mayor, by and with 
the consent of the city council. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the assistant cityattor
ney to supervise the prosecution of violation of the criminal 
ordinances of the city; to specially attend to the collection of 
delinquent taxes, and to assist the city attorney in all the 
legal business of the city; and he shall perform such other 
duties of a like nature which may be required by the city 

council. 

CHAPTER FOUR. 

CITY ASSESSOR. 

Section 1. The city assessor, elected under the char
te:r;, shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by the 

mayor and board of aldermen. He shall give bond in the 
sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), conditional for the 
faithful performance of his duties. 

OHAPTER FIVE. 

CITY AUDITOR. 

Section 1. The city auditor, elected under the charter, 
shall before entering upon the duties of his office, take and 
subscribe an oath before'some officer, authorized to adminis
ter oaths, well, truly, and faithfully ,to discharge the duties 
of his office, as they are now, or may hereafter be 
defined by ordinance, or resolution of the city council, and 
give a bond in the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00),. 
signed by himself and not less than two sureties, to be ap

proved by the city council. 
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. Sec. 2. He shall be the general accountant of the city, Duties of ft,uditor 

and shall keep, in books, regular accounts of all receipts and 
disbursements of the city, and separate, under proper 
heads, each cause of receipts and disbursements, and also 
an account with each per~on, including officers who have 
money transactions with the city, crediting amounts allowed 
by proper authority, and charging each with all warrants 
drawn in his favor, and specifying the particular transac-

I tions to which such entries apply. 

i 

I 

Sec .. 3. He shall establish proper rules for the govern- ~' a.me. 

ment of his office, and prescribe the form of account, and of 
all certificates and receipts to be attached thereto, to be ap
proved by the mayor. He shall keep the accounts of the 
city, general and special, in a systematic and orderiy manner, 

in a form of double entry bookkeeping. 

Sec. 4. He shall ex.amine, adjust, and audit all unset- Same. 

tIed accounts, claims, and demands against the city for the 
payment of which any money may be drawn from the city 
treasury, when such claims or demands are ceetified and 
presented in proper form and are duly authorized by charter 
or ordinance, and after ha\'ing e~amined the same, with all ac
companying documents, and having found th,em all correct, he 
shall certify thereon the true state of such claim or demand, 
setting forth the date of the appropriation, and on what page 
of the proceedings of the city council the same was author-
ized, and then present the same to thefinancecommitteefor their 
approval, before being paid; provicZed that, for the payment of 
officers or employees authorized by charter, ordinance, reso
lution, or by contract, duly approved by city council, only 

the approval of the mayor is needed. 
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Shall furnish cer- Sec. 5. The auditor, when required, shall furnish the 
taln copies and in
form:~tlon when mayor, city attorney, city council or committees thereof, 
required. 

Shall make transfer 
on books, when. 

Auditor to baye :\.c
eess to books, etc. 

Books to he kept by 
auditor. 

c~pies or abstracts of any bo<?ks, accounts, records, vouchers 
or documents in his office, or any information in ~~lation to 
anything pertaining to his office, or the revenue of the city, 
and shall at all times permit the mayor, or any member of 
the council, or any other officer interested, to examine any 
books, papers, or documents in his office. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the council shall, by ordinance or 
r~solution, appropriate any money out of the municipal reve
nue, or out of any special fund, or shall transfer money from 

one fund to another, the auditor shall immediately .make such 
transfer on his books, in accordance with such ordinance 01' 

resolution, and if any appropriation be made by ordinance or 
resolution on behalf of any public work, the auditor shall, as 
soon as the work is completed, transfer the balance remain
ing to the account or fund to which it was originally appro
priated. 

Sec. 7. To enable the auditor to execute the provisions 
of this ordinance, it is hereby made the duty of all city 
officers having any books, record." or accounts in their pos
session, to allow the auditor free access to the same to make 
such examination as he may deem necessary. 

Sec. 8. The auditor shall keep the following books, and 
as many others as the council shall from time to time ordain: 

First. A h~ad ledger, and auxiliary books showing the 
totals of all other books. 

. Second. A record of claims with appropriate columns 
and headings, wherein shall be entered any account allowed 
or paid, showing on what account it was due, the name of 1 

claimant and the ampunt claimed, amounts allowed, amounts 
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rejected, the fund paid from. and such other' information as 
may be desired. 

Third. A bills payable book, into which shall be entered 
all bonds, notes, bills, and other written obligations given or 
payable by the city, with the name of the maker, payee and 
holder, and the time when payable, principal and' rate of in
terest. 

Fourth. A bill and account receivable book, into which 
shall be entered all demands and claims held by the city 
against other persons or corporations, whether written obliga
tions or open accounts, whether for sale of lands, or property 
or other things, or for rent or other consideration, which s1.lall 

represent the nameE. of the debtors, character of claims and 
obligations, the amount thereof and when due and payable. 

Fifth . A register of bonds of the city, with appropriate 
columns and headings, representing date of issue. to whom 
issued, on what account, when payable, showing amount of 
bonds, rate of interest. and amount of semi-annual coupons, 
and all necessary information in regard to such bonds. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the auditor to counter- Receipts. 

sign and seal every receipt given by the treasurer to the 
collector, and make an entry upon his books of the amount 
and source from which the funds were received, and no re-
ceipt given by the treasurer shall be valid unless counter-
signed and sealed by the auditor. 

CHAPT~JR SIX. 

CITY CLERK. 

· 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the city clerk to Duties of city clerk. 

prepare and submit to the finance committee, on or before 
the 15th day of March and September of each fiscal year, a 
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detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
city. 

Finance committee ' Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the finance committee 
to e x n. min e ac-
counts of city clerk. to examine the accounts, submitted by the city clerk, with 

the vouchers for each expenditure made, and repqrt to the 
city council the result of such examination. Such report, 
when made and ,approved by the cout,lcil, shall be published 
in the official journal of the city. 

Sec. ,3. The office of assistant city clerk shall be, and 
the same is hereby created. He shall be appointed by the 
mayor, by and with the consent of the city council. The 
assistant city clerk shall be deemed the deputy of the city 
clerk. He shall perform such duties as may be required of him 
and receive such sahry as may be fixed by the city council. 

Salary of city clerk. _ ~ec. 4. The salary of the city clerk shall be sixteen 
hundred dollars ($1,600) per annum, payable monthly. 

CHAPTER SEVEN. 

CITY COLLECTOR. 

A 11 moneys to be Hection 1. All moneys received by any officer of the 
turned overto city city ~overnment, for' or on account of the city, shall be paid 
collector and by ~ 

him 1;0 city treas- over to the cHy collector and be ·by him turned over to the 
urer. 

City col I e c t. 0 r to 
make deeds. when 
and how, 

ci ty treas urer. 

Sec. 2. The city collector shall be and is hereby 
directed to make a deed or deeds to the city of San Antonio 
of all property sold by. him for taxes and bid in by bim for 
the city. 'fhe said eleed, or deeds, shall state the cause of 
sale, the property, or which portion thereof is sold, the price 
for which it was sold, the name of the party against whom 
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the taxes were assessed, if known, if not, say "Unknown," 
the date of sale, and shall specify that the same was sold 
subject to the right of redemption withi.n two (2) years from 
date of sale upon the payment of double the amount of taxes 
due thereon at the time of sale, together with all interest, 
penalties and costs, whi.ch were due at the time of sale, or 
which may legally accrue thereafter. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the mayor, upon the 
receipt of such deed, or deeds, herein required to be made 
by the collector, to have the same duly recorded in the office 
of the county clerk. 

CHAPTER EIGHT. 

CON'l'RACTS AND PURCHASES. 

Mayor to have what. 
deeds recorded. 

Section 1. All improvements that may be ordered to ~ .' ()ntracts for im-

be let out by contract shall be contracted for with the 'lowest 
and best bidder at the option of the city council, after public 
notice of at least five days, and all tenders shall be received 
at the matyor's office, marked for what work intended,' and 
addressed to the mayor, who, with one member of the public 
improvement committee or city engineer, shall sign a record 
of all such bids, kept in a bound book, and also of their 
award in each and every case, which award shall be reported 
to the city council for final action. 

pro,·ements. 

Sec. 2. The city reserves the right to reject any and City has right to re-
ject bids. 

all bids, and in the event of a fail:ue on the part of the suc- Bids l'e-advertised 

cessful bidder for any public work to furnish good and suf- fill'. when. 

ficient security for the performance of his contract, or to 
complete his contract with the city, the work shall again be 
ad vertised for bid s, as in the first instance. 
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Sec. 3. Each and every contract for public work shall 
be let upon written specifications, and the manner of inspec
tion and approval of the work, upon completion, shall be set 
forth iL the Cl'ntract, as well as the manner of paymf'nt; and 
the 'mayor shall require, from every contractol': for work done 
for the city, good and sufficient bond securing the city against 
all liens, suits and damages, arising from a failure on the 
part of the contractors to pay either for labor or material, or 
both. 

Sec. 4. Upon the completion of any contract it shall be 
the duty of the contractor to call upon the ·city surveyor and 
engineer, who, with at least a majority of the public improve
ment committee, shall carefully examine the work, and cer
tify whether or not the work is done in accordance with the 
plan and specifications, and the said contractor shall then 
present his bill to the board of aldermen at its first subse
quent meeting, accompanied by the certificate of the surveyor 
and engineer, and at least a majority of the public improve
ment committee, for payment. 

Sec. 5. No contract or purchase on behalf of the city 
of San Antonio for any of the current expenses of sai~ city 
shall be made unless the same is authorized by law or is un
der an appropriation adequate for its fulfillment, nor when 
practicable without due advertisement in newspapers, or by 
posters or circular letters, sent to principal dealers, or by 
both these methods combined, giving as many days notice as 

possible. 

Sec. 6. Nothing in Section 1 of this ordinance shall ap
ply to the employment of labor under the supervision of the 
street commissioner's department. 
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Sec. 7. When because of an emergency it is impracti
cable to give notice by advertisement, posters or circulars. 
inviting proposals, or when such proposals have been invited 
and no bids received, the purchase may be made, or services 
engaged in open· market by the mayor, who shall report the 
same to the city council, at the next regular session, for its 
approval. 

Mayor authorized to 
contract. when. 

Sec. 8. Information in regard to supplies or services Information to be 
furnished, when. 

for which proposals have been invited shall be futnished on 
application to all persons desiring it. 

Sec. 9. Bidders for supplies shall be informed of the Bidders to be in

kind, quantity and quality of the articles desired, place, time 
and rate of delivery, and conditions of payment. They shall 
be furnished all information available and_ be, permitted. to 
examine the standard samples where they are deposited. 

formed of kind, 
quantity,· etc. 

Sec. 10. Bidders for labor will be informed of the Bidders for labor to 

nature and extent of the services required, when they are to 
be performed, and the time allowed for performance. They 
will be furnished with or allowed to examine plans and speci
fications of all works upon which they desire to bid, and, in 
general, will be furnished with any · information needed to 
enable them to act understandingly. 

Sec. 11. No bidder shall be informed directly or indi
rectlyof the name of any person intending to bid, or not to 
bid, or to whom information in respect to proposals has been 
given. 

Sec. 12. Proposals shall be prepared in strict accord
ance with the advertisement or circular of instructions. 

be informed. how 

Certain informa.tion 
to be withhflld. 

Preparation of pro
posa.ls. 
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Sec. 13. Numbers and prices will be written in words 
as well as expressed in figures; however, when there are 
many items, such as stationery, and the amounts inyolved 
are inconsiderable, figures only need be used. 

Sec. 14. Erasures or interlineations must be explained 

by the bidder over his signature. 
iI .", 

Sec. 15. No assistance will be given in the preparation 
of proposals by any city officer or employee. 

Sec. 16. Proposals received prior to time of opening 
shall be securely kept, so that they can not be tampered 
with. Proposals received after the time fixed for opening 

sball not be opened or considered. 

Sec. 17. Samples of material shall, when practicable, 
accompany bids, and material delivered shall be fully up to the 

sample on which aW!l'rd was made. 

Sec. 18. All proposals shall be opened by the mayor, 
who shall make an abstract of same and submit them to the 

council with his recommendatior.s.· 

Sec. 19. Award shall be made on the bid found to be 
the most advantageous to tbe city. 

Sec. 20. The city reserves the right to reject any or 

all bids, or to accept any bid in whole or in part. 

No officer to be ill- Sec. 21. No officer of the city of San Antonio shall be 
t.ereste<1 In wort': 
or contral.:t, etc. directly or indirectly interested in any work, business or 

contract, the expense, price. or consideration of which is paid 
from the -city treasuI:Y, or by an assessment levied by an or
dinance or resolution of the city council. 
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Sec. 22. Any wjllful violation of Section 21 of this Punishment. 

-chapter by any officer of the city of San Antonio, shall be 
ground fol' removing him from his office. 

CHAPTER NINE. 

CITY COUNCIL-RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

Rule 1. Eight aldermen shall constitute a q nOl'um fol' Quorum. 

the transaction of all business. 

R"'{'le 2. The city council shall meet in regular session Tillie of meeting. 

on 1he first, second, third and fourth Mondays in each 
month, except dUl'ing the months of June, July and August, 

when it shall meet on the first and third Mondays. The 
hour of meeting shall be at 4 o'clock p. m. Any member 

who fails or refuses to at! end any regular meeting of the 
city council shall be fined tive dollars ($5.00) for each meeting 
he so fails or refuses to attend, unless he be absent from the 
-city, which ,absence shall ha,ve been previously reported to 
the mayor, or unless his excuse 'for non-attendance, made in 

open council, shall be deemed suffident by the council, who 
thereupon may remit the tine. 

Rule 8. At the hour of meeting the mftyor shall take the 
chair, call the council to order and direct the clerk to call the 
roll. A quorum being present, he shall direct the clerk to 
read the minutes of the previous meeting. He shall then 
announce: "Cor)'ections of the minutes are now in order." 
After correction of the minutes · and , their approval, the 
Inayor shall sign the same. , 

Mayor to open IDeet
hg. how. 

Hule 4. In the absence of the mayor, the. mayor PTO tern Mayor pro tem. 
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Order and decorum. 

City marshal to pre
serve ordf'r. 

Member not to leave. 
unless. etc. 

Order of business. 

~ommittee l·eports. 
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shall preside over the council, and in the absence of both, a 
quorum being present, a temporary presiding officer may be 
selected from among the members upon nominations for that 

purpose. 

Rule 5. The presiding officer shall preserve order and 
decorum, and no member shall address the council from any 

other than his own seat. 

Rule 6. The city marshal shall preserve order in the 
hall, and prevent any conversation, noise or other cause of 

distur bance or confusion. 

Rule 7. No member shall leave the hall during the ses
sion of the council, except by permission of the mayor, or in 
case of his refusal, by majority vote of the aldermen l~resent. 

R1tle 8. The order of business for the city council .shall 

be as follows: 

1. Calling the roll. 

2. Reading, correcting and approval of th~ minutes. 

3. Memorials and petitions. 

4. Reports of standing committees, each committee to 
be called in its regular order. 

5. Reports of special committees. 

6. Unfinished business. 

7. Communications from the mayor. 

8. New business. 

9. Adjournment. 
I 

Rule 9. Reports of committees shall be considered as 
in the nature of recommendations, and where there is no 
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objection shall be considered as received without a vote. 
The adoption of a committee report by vote of the council 

shall have the effect of changing it from a r~commendation 
into an order. 

Rule 10. No member shall vote on any question, on the 
adoption or rejection of which he is' pecuniarily interested. 

Member not to vote, 
when. 

Ru,le 11. The vote on all ordinances, resolutions and Votes. bow taken. 

nominations shall be taken by ayes and nays, unless other-
wise ordered by a majority vote of the aldermen present. 
In taking the ayes and nays, the roll shall be called alphabeti-
cally. 

Rule 12. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if Hotiontobereduced 

the mayor or any member of the board so desires, and every 
written motion shall be inserted in the minutes, with the 
name of the member making it, unless it be withdrawn, 

. which can be done only by consent of the council at the same 
meeting at which it was offered. 

Rule 13. When a motion is made to refer any subject, 
and different committees are proposed, the vote shall be 
taken first on referring it to the standing committee, and 
then to the special committee. 

to writing. when. 

Motion made to I'e
fer. 

Rule .1.4. When a question is under debate, no motion Order of motions. 

shall be received, but, first, to adjourn; second, to reconsider; 
third, to lay on the table; fourth, previous question; fifth, to 
postpone to a day certain; sixth, to postpone indefinitely, and 
seventh to commit or ~mend; which several motions shall 
have precedence in the order named, and the .motion to ad-
journ shall always be in order, and which, with the motion to 
lay on the table, shall be decided without debate. 
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1 

Previous que R t ion 
seconded. how. 

Motion deb~lted. 
when. 

Blanks. 

Member riSing to 
speak. 

Members called to 
Order. 

1 Appea.ls from chair. 

Time of del)ate lirr.
itecl. 

84 REVISED CODE OF CIVIL ORDINANCES. 

Rule 15. The previous question must be seconded by 
three members, and when so seconded, brings the council to 

a direct vote on the main question. 

Rule 16. A motion shall not be debated until the same 

has been seconded, and the chair has announced "are you 
ready for the question. " 

Rule 17. In filling blanks. the longest time and the larg
est sums shall be voted on first. 

Rule 18. When any member is about to speak in debate, 
or offer any matter for the consideration of the council, he 
shall rise from his seat and respectfully address the chair, 
and shall confine himself to the question under debate, and 

avoid personality in his language. When two or more 
mem bers rise at once to address the council, the presiding 

officer shall name the member who is entitled to the floor. 

RuZe 19. . If any member, in debate or otherwise, trans- . 

gresses the rules of the council, the mayor, or any member, 
may call him to order. The member so called to order shall 
immediately take his seat, unless permitted to explain. If 

no appeal is taken, the decision of the chair shall be submit
ted to. In ali cases of appeal from the decision of the chair, 

the vote shall be taken by ayes and nays. and a majority vote 
of all the aldermen present shall be necessary to set aside 

such decision. 

. Rule 20. No member shall speak more than ten minutes . 

to debate any resolution or amendment thereto, except by 
leave of the council, and no member shall speak twice on the 
same subject, except the mover of the resolution, who shall 
ha ve the privilege of closing the debate, but not until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 
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Rule 21. There shall be thirteen standing committees Standing commit
tees. 

appointed by the mayor at the commencement of each fiscal 
year, as follows: 

First-FINANC~ C02lnUTTEE, four members. 

Second-AsSESS:\lENT COMMITTEE, four members. 

Third-POLICE CO:\UlITTEE, thr~e members. 

Fourth-GAs, WATER AND ELECTRIC LIGHT COMMITTEE, three 

members. 

Fifth-STREETS AND BRIDGES COMMITTEE, three members. 

Sixth-STREET CLEANING AND HOSPITAL SANITATION COMMITTEE, 

three members. 

Seventh-PARKS AND PLAZA COl\IMITTEE, three members. 

Eighth-FIRE AND FIRE LIMl'rs COMMITTEE, three members. 

Ninth-SEWER CO:'\DIITTEE, three members. 

Tenth-TELEGRAPHS, TELEPHONES AND HAlLWAYS CO:\1:l\UTTEE, 

three members. 

Eleventh-PUBLIC hlPROVEl\lENTS COMMITTEE, three members. 

Twelfth-PETITIONS, On.DINAN9ES AND RULES COMMITTEE, three 

members. 

Thirteenth-SCHOOL BOARD, the mayor and four members. 

Rule 22. It shall be the duty of any committee to meet 
on the call of any two members thereof, if the chairman be 

. absent or decline to appoint a meeting. If the chairman or 
any member habitually neglects his dut,ies, he may be re
moved therefrom at any time by the mayor, by and with the 

consent of the council. The standing committees of the city 
council shall meet in the council cham ber every Thursday at 
4 o'clock p. m., preceding a regular council meeting, and any 
two members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of all business. 

. 

'rime of committee 
meetings. 

Ohairman or meIT'
bel' of committee 
may be removed. 
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Election of mayor 
pro tem. 
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Rule 23. The council shall at their first meeting in 
March of each year, elect one of their number to act as mayor 
pro tem, when, from any cause, the mayor is unable to perform 

the duties of his, office. 

Rule 24. All appropriations, imposing of penalties, nx-
ing of tax rates and creJ,ting and abolishing of offices, shall be 

Ordinances adopted. 
how. ' done by ordinance. and all ordinances shall be read at three 

Ordinances nee e s
sary, when. 

Ordinances a p p r 0-

priating money. 

several mp.etings of the city council, before receiving final 
action; unless otherwise ordered by a two·thirds vote of all 
the aldermen elected, who may suspend the rule and pasR the 
ordinance at one me3ting; pro1)idecl that no ordinance shall be 

adopted unless it receives the vote of a majority of all the 

aldermen elected. 

Rule 25. All ordinances of the city council requiring 
the appropriation or expenditure of money, shall be referred 

to and acted upon by the finance committee, and shall there
after be adopted only with the concurrence of two-thirds of 
all the aldermen elected. 

Ordinances 
ing tax. 

impos- Rule 26. All ordinances imposing a tax, shall be adopted 

ApPointments, how 
made. 

Interested p ar t ie s 
not to appear be· 
fore council. 

only after having received a two-thirds vote of all the alder

men elected. 

R1lle 27. All appointments made by the mayor shall be 

submitted to the council for approval, or rejection. except 
firemen in the fire department, employees in the street com
missioner's department, and in the department of street 
cleaning and sanitation, and employees of the city hall and 
city hospital, and chainmen and rod men in the engineers 

department. 

Rule 28. During the session of the council, and when 

any question is pending before them, it shall be against the 
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r~les to allow discussion by the parties intere~ted, or through 
their attorneys. Anyone desiring to state his case, must 
come before the committee having the matter in charge. 

Rule 29. The decision of the chair shall be binding on Chair's ruling deci-

the council on all points not cpvered by these rules, unless 
otherwise ordered by a majority vote of those present and 
participating. 

Rule 30. Additional rules or amendments hereto may, 
from time to time, be propo::ed but shall not be adopted until 
they have been read at three several meetings, unless the 
rules are suspended (which may be done by a two
thirds vote) when they may be read a second time and may 
then be passed by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the 
aldermen elected. 

CHAPTER TEN: 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Section 1. All of the current expenses of the corpora
tion shall be paid out of the general fund, and by drafts 
drawn by the mayor and countersigned by the city clerk, 
who shall also certify to the approval of the finance comm i t
tee thereon; pr-ovided, that salaries of officers created by 
chart~r and ordinance, paupers, hospital accounts and pay
ments under contracts approved by the city council, need 
not have the above specified endorsement, but shall state on 
what account drawn. 

sive. 

Additional rules, 
how adopted. 

Current expenses. 
how paid. 

Sec. 2. For the purpose of securing the creditors of the Creditors of ci ty, 

corporation, all of the moneys collected under the special tax how secured. 

ordinance now in force, or to be hereafter enacted, shall form 
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Mayor to authorize 
purchase. etc. 

Mayor to certify ac
counts, etc. 

Hours of work. and 
wages for labor. 

CIty Elections. 

a special fund for the payment of the principal and interest 
of the indebtedness of the corporation, and said special fund 
shall be exclusively applied to the payment of said principal 
and interest; and the city treasurer shall not pay any 
moneys out of the said special funds, unless upon special 
drafts, drawn by the mayor and countersigned by the clerk, 
each and everyone of said drafts to state upon what matured 
city liability it is issued. 

Sec. 3. It shall be unlawful for any officer or employee of 
the city to make any purchase, or otherwise in~ur any in
debtedness for the city, without written authority from the 
mayor. 

Sec. 4. 'rhe mayor is hereby directed and required to 
certify to all accounts for purchases made and labor em
ployed for the benefit of the city, as to their correctness and 
necessity therefor. 

CHAPTER ELEVEN. 

EIGHT HOUR DAY. 

Section 1; In the employment of laborers and me
chanics eight hours shall constitute a day's work, and the 
minimum wages paid for the same shall be one dollar and 
fifty cents ($1.50) per day. 

CHAPTER TWELVE, 

ELECTIONS. 

Section 1. The mayor, and in case of vacancy in that 
office or in inability, failu~e or refusal of the mayor to act, 
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then any two aldermen shall order all city elections, and 
when any election is ordered ai, least twenty days notice shall 
be given by notice posted up at the places designated for 
holding the election in each ward and by proclamation pub
lished in the official journal. 

Sec. 2. All writs and formsof returns shall be furnished Writs and forms of 

the several presiding. officers by the city clerk, in ·which 
writs shall be stated particularly the ' officer ;w officers to · be 
chosen, the day of election and within what time th~ returns 
shall be made and to whom made. 

Sec. 3. The mayor or other authority ordering ~he elec
tion shall appoint the presiding officers, an.d the city council 
shall select the judges of election, but on failure of the city 
council to select, or refusal or failure of those selected to act, 
then the presiding officer of each election precinct shall, on 
or before the day of election, select two judges and two clerks 
from the different political parties, if demanded, so far as 
practicable, who, together with the presiding officer, shall be 
the managers of election; and the presiding officer shall ad
minister to each of theIIi an oath that they will each well and 
truly conduct the election without partiality or prejudice and 
agreeably to law, according to the best of their skill and un
derstanding; and one of the judges shall thereupon ad minis
ter the ' same oath to the presiding officer. 

returns. 

Presiding officers; 
judges of election j 
managers of elec
tIon. etc. 

Sec. 4. All presiding officers, judges and clerks of elec- Oaths administered, 

tions are hereby authorized to administer all oaths necessary 
or proper in the discharge of their duties as such, and to 

I administer all oaths connected in any way with the -holding 
of elections. 

by whom. 
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Persons disqualified 
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Sec. 5. At all elections in this city the polls shall be 
open from 8 o'clock a. m. till 6 o'clock p. m. 

Sec. 6. The following classes of persons shall not be 
allowed to vote, to-wit: 

1. Persons under twenty-one years of age. 

2.. Idiots and lunatics. 

3. All paupers supported by the city or county. 

4. ~ll persons convicted of any felony. 

5. All soldiers, marines and seamen employed in the 

service of the army or navy of the United States. 

Sec. 7. Every male person, subject to none of the fore
going disqualifications, who shall be a citizen of this state, 
and of the United States, or shall have declared his intention 
to become a citizen as provided by law, and who shall have re
sided within the limits of this city for six months immediate
ly preceding an election, shall have the right to vote for 
mayor and all other elective officers, lJrovided that all elect
ors shall vote in the ward wherein they respectively reside. 
The residence of a married man, if not separated from his 
wife, shall be where his family resides, and that of a single 
man where he boards and sleeps, and he shall not vote in any 
other precinct or ward, and should any single man board in 
one wHrd or precinct and sleep in another, then his residence 
shall be in the ward or precinct in which he sleeps. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the presiding ufficer or 
judges of election, when requested by any by-stander, to 
swear any person offering to vote, as to his residence, and to 
have placed in writing opposite his name the word "sworn," 
and any person voting at any other place than that of his 
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residence shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished 
as provided by the state law governing such cases. 

Sec. 9. Each of the clerks of an election shall keep a Clerks to keep poll 
lists.· 

poll list upon which he shall write and number the name of 
Ballots not to be un-

each person who votes at the time of his voting, and one of folded or examined. 

the judges of election, in every case~ shall receive the ballot, 
and at the time of receiving it shall write upon it the voter's 
number, corresponding with the number on the clerk's poll 
list, and shall immediately place the ballot in the ballot box. 
No officer of election shall unfold or examine the ballot re-
ceived. Nor shall they examine the same by comparing it 

with the clerk's list of voters when the votes are counted 
out, nor shall they permit the same to be done. Nor shall 
they examine or permit t,Q be examined the ballots subse-
quent to the same being received into the ballot box, except 
in cases specially provided by law. A violation of any of the 
provisions of this section shall be punished as provided by 
the laws of the state. 

Counting of votes, 
how and when. 

Sec. 10. Immediately after closing the polls the offi
cers of election shall proceed to count the votes in the pres-

Ballots. how pre
ence cf two qualified voters of the. city, of good repute, and pared. 

of different political parties, if such can be conveniently ob- Tally lists to bekept. 

tained, and shall continue such count without interruption, 
until all the ballots voted at such election are counted. No 
ballot which is not numbe!:~d, as provided in Section 9, shall 
be counted. N or shall any two or more ballots folded to-
gether be counted; and where the names of two or more per-
sons are upon a ballot for the same office, when but one per-
son is to be elected to that office, such ballot shall not be 
counted for either of such persons. All ballots shall be 
written or printed on plain, white paper, without any peculiar 
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. sign, vignette, device or stamp, or mark, except the writing 
or printing in black ink or black pencil, of the names of the 
candidates and the several offices to be filled, except the name 
of the political party whose candidates are on the ticket; 
provided, such ballots may be written or printed on plain, 
white foolscap, legal-cap or letter paper; In'ovidetl, that all 
ballots containing the name of any c;tndidate pasted over the 
name of any other candidate shall not be counted for such 
candidate whose name is so pasted, and any ticket not in con
formity to the above shall not be counted. In counting out 
the votes, each clerk shall keep a tally list, showing each 
vote counted, and for what person or persons counted, and 
for what office or offices, and when the counting is completed 
each clerk shall certify his tally list to be correct and shall 
sign such certificate officially. 

Returns of election. Sec. 11. When the ballots have all been counted, the 
when and how 
made. managers of election shall immediately make out returns of 

Mayor to receive re- the same, signed by them, which shall be sealed up in an 
turns. 

envelope, and they shall also place all the ballot~, voted, together 
Duplicate to be kept 

tweh'e months. with one poll list and one ta.lly list, jn a wooden or metalic 
Election r~turns box, and shall securely fasten the box with nails, screws or 

opened. wheu and 
how. locks, and shall forthwith deliver said box and the returns 

Oertificate of elec- of election to the mayor of the city, or in case of his absence 
tlon to be deliv-
ered. when and to the city clerk, who shall file them in his office, and deliver 
how. them to the mayor on the day appointed to compare the polls. 

A duplicate of such returns and tally list shetll be kept by 
the presiding officer for twelve months from the day of elec
tion. On the M.onday next following the day of election, and 
not before, the mayor and one or more members of the city 
council shall open the election returns and estimate the re
sult, recording the state of the polls, in each precinct, in ,a 
book to be kept for that purpose; provided, that in the event of a 

I 
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failu.re from any cause, to compute the votes on the Monday 
fo1l0wing the election, then said votes shall be computed 
upon the earliest practical day thereafter. After an estimate 
of the result of an election has been made, the mayor shall 
deliver to the candidate or candidates, for whom the greatest 
number of votes have been polled, a certificate of election, 
naming the office to which he has been elect-ed, the number 
of votes polled for him and the day on which the election 
was held, and shall sign the same and cause the seal of the 
city to be thereupon impressed. 

Sec. 12. The judges of election, while in the discharge Judges of election 
bn ve powers 0 f 

of their duties, shall have the power of a peace officer to peace officers. 

preserve order and keep the peace. 

Sec. 13. In all municipal elections held in the city of 
San Antonio under the provisions of an act of the legislature 

of the state of Texas, entitled "An act to provide. for the 
registration of all votes in all cities containing a population 
of ten thousand inhabitants, or more, and to protect the 
purity of the ballot in said cities, and to provide penalties 
for the violation of the same, approved April 12th, 1892," 
the following safeguards and regulations shall be observed 
to secure a fair exercise of the election franchise: 

a. The polling places in the several wards of the city 
shall be provided with a guard rail, so constructed and placed 
that only such persons as are inside said rail can approach 
within six feet of the ballot boxes, or compartments, . or 
booths, at which electors are to prepare their ballots for 
voting. The arrangements shall be such that neither the 
ballot boxes, nor the voting booths. nor the electors while 
preparing ~heir ballots, shall be hidden from the view of 

Sa.feguards and re
gulations of elec
tion. 

Polling places, bow 
constructed. 
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those just outside of the said guard rail, or. from the judges, 
and yet the same shall be far enough removed and so 
arranged that the elector may conveniently prepar't his bal
lot for voting with secrecy. There shall be provided in each 
polling place not less than one such compartment, or booth, 
for every fifty electors to vote at such polling place; and 
every polling plac8 shall have at least three of such compart- I 

ments, or booths, which shall be made with 'three sides 
closed, and the front side open, and in size thirty-two inches 
wide, thirty-two inches deep and six feet four inches high, 
containing a shelf, and shall be arranged with hinges to fold 
up when not in use, convenient for storage. 

Mayor or aldermen The mayor, or upon his failure to act, any three alder- I: 
to provide voting 
booths. etc. men of the city, shaH provide, at the expense of the city, vot-

Ballot.s furnisbed. 
how. 

Ballots prepared. 
how. 

ing booths or compartments and guard rails required by this 
ordinance. During the election and counting of ballots, no 
person, other than the judges and clerks of election, and the 
electors admitted, as provided by the terms of said act of 
of the legislature, for the purpose of preparing their ballots 
and voting, shall be admitted or permitted to be within said 
rail. 

b. All ballots used in said elections shall be furnished 
by the city council at the expense of the city, and shall be 
prepared in accordance with a form to be determined by the 
city council at least two days prior to said elections; provided, ; 

however, that the name of each candidate shall not appear on 
anyone ticket more than once; and, provided furthe')', that if 
the city council shall fail to furnish such ballots, any candi
date at such elections may furnish for the use of voters at 
said elections ballots of a form not in conflict with existing 
laws. 

I 
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c. The city council, .at.least two days prior to said elec
tions, in addition to the presiding officers already provided 
for by law, shall, upon nomination of each of the executive 
committees of each of the opposing parties or tickets, re
spectively, at said elections, appoint at least two judges and 
clerks of election of and for each of such opposing parties 
or tickets, which said judges and clerks so appointed shall 
be duly qualified electors at said election. Provided jurtheT, 

that when 1)0 such nominations are made, the council shall 
elect such officers at the last meeting prior to the election. 

d. No ballot shall b~ prepared at said elections for any 
elector who declares to the presiding officer that he can not 

read or write~ or that by blindness or other physical disabil
ity, he is unable to prepare his ballot, except in the presence 
and with the assistance of a judge appointed of and for each 
of said opposing parties or tickets, and nominated by the 
said executive committees thereof, and no ballot cast at said 
elections shall be counted except in the presence, and with 
the cognizance of at least one of the judges and one of the 
clerks appointed of and for each of such opposing parties or 
tickets, and nominated by the said executive committees 
thereof. 

e. If the city council shall fail to appoint said judges 
and clerks as hereinbefore provided. or if the judges and 
clerks so appointed shall fail to act, the executive committees 

of each of the opposing parties or tickets at said elections 
which shall have nominated such judges or clerks, shall have 
the right to appoint the same or other duly qualified electors, 
not exceeding in number two judges and two clerks for each 
party respectively, to fill such vacancies and act as judges 
and clerks for said election. 

Appointment of 
judges and clerks 
of election by city 
councll. 

Preparation of bal
lots in event of dis
ability of elector. 

Counting of ballots. 

AppOintment of 
judges and clerks 
by others than city 
eouncil. when. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN. 

ELECTION . PRECINCTS. 
, 

Election precinct~. Section 1. The territory em braced within the limits 

:> of the city of San Antonio is hereby divided into election 
precincts for the purposes of city elections with boundal~ies 
as follows: 

WARD No. ONE. 

Precinct One-Commences at a point in the center of the 
San Antonio river on Commerce street bridge, thence along 
West Commerce street across the San Pedro Creek to Laredo 
street, thence south along said Laredo street to the track of 
the San Antonio and Aransas Pass railway, thence along 

said track to the center of the river at the Aransas Pass rail
way brJdge; thence along the middle of said river to the place 
of beginning. 

Precinct Two--Commences at a point in the center of 'the 
San Antonio river on the Aransas Pass railway bridge, 
thence along the center of said river to the city limits, 

.~hence west and north along the city limits to the Inter

national and Grea.t Northern railway track, thence along said 
track to Parral street, thence along said Parral street to 
Laredo ' street, thence along said Laredo street to the San 
Antonio and Aransas Pass railway track, thence along said 
San Antonio and Aransas Pass railway track to the place of 

beginning. 

WARD No. 'rwo. 

Precinct Th1'ee-Commencesat the intersection of Durango 
and South Laredo streets, thence along Laredo to Parral 
street, thence along Parral street to the International and 
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C~l, .. ttt Northerh l'tiilway track, thenc~ along said track to 
"\"f ~t city limits,>'fh~bce llorthwal'dly along said city limits to 

[oj Ul al1go street, thence f'astwardly along DUJ'ango street to 
}) ~ ,) of beginning. 

tf-l('lnet ..:.;"o'ln·~Commences at the intersection of West 

Tce st.reet and Laredo street, thence westwardly 

'est Commerce str~et ' and New Hampshire (\,"enue 
eity lImits, lhe'nce ~outllwardJy along city limits to 

~o street, thence east\'rardly along Durango street to 

"'} Laredo street, thence nortlnrardly on, Laredo street 
the place of beginning. 

WARD No. THREE. _ 

P,'ccinct Fit7e-Commences at San Pedro creek on West 

C<1lTHnel'Ce street) thence northwardly up said creek to 
D(;f.I~Cldo street, tb~nce ,Yestwardly on Delgado street to 

) strcpt, tht'nec jn 11 southerly direction down saId 

f () stl'ee~ to \Vest Commerce street, thence eastwardly 
~ "Vest Coinmorce s1reet to place of beginning. 

'),'edllcc SL1..'- :'I1mm81lCeS at corner of Salado and vYest 

.merce stl'€\': " ",llence in a northerJy direction along said 
8aHdo street 1(; f Igac10 street, thence eastwardly on Del. 

gat 0 street to .1 Pedro creek, thence up said creek to 

Fr ~ 'pricksburg ~ -:Jad, thenc'e in a northerly dire'ction up said 

rmLrl to Cincinnati a\·enu8, t1lence westwarrlly on Cincinnati 

avenue to North Brazos street. thence in a southerly direc'. 

1 iolt down North Brazos street to vVest Commerce street, 

thr'1'lce eastwunUJ along ,Ves t Com me~'ce street to the place 
of]' '~ing. 

"t Secen -Commences at .cOl'l18r of North Brazos 
a.nd JnlffiPl ce streets, thence 'westwardly along vVest 
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. FIVE. 

Precinct Ell'; ences nio ri °er Election precincts. 

at Comr ,lireet, thence e merce 
Chest-

nu 

I ,wn said ri ver to place of Q~it\l.~flt 

Precinct Ttvcl Commences (Ul th au ntonio river 
at Fourth stree th~rt~e up said river to the intersection of 
th'e .L adre ditch! ce down said ~dre ditch to Ninth 
st eet, thence eastwardly along Ninth street .to Chestnut 
street, thence southwardly along Chestnut street to Nolan 
street, thence westwardly along Nolan street to Nacogdoches 
st1'e t, thence southwestwardly along Nacogd~les st, eet to 
Fourth street, thence north es wardly long" J'tll ~treet 
to lace of beginning. .t 

WAHD No. SIX. 

ence 0 Austin 
a~l_rir '~ Mason 

'~~""Rl"won street to N rth New 
Is avenue, the ce no1!tft rilly along id New 

} ... I,lnfels avenue to JJal'son st~et, thence eastwa 
C. 'son street to ea t ci~y linU 
lim t8 to north cit 

to .. Ran Antonio r:'ver, th~~lItlJ'~"~iver to the Madre 
'tc h, beRce down ~')aid Madr~8i·I,[H.iid 

Precinct Four! - Commences on Alamo ditch on Duval 
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San Juan road and Presa street to South Alamo street, Election precincts. 

thence northwardly along- Alamo street to Water street, 
thence northeastwardly along Water street to Victoria street, I 
tpence southeastwardly along Victoria street to Peach street, 
thence northwardly along Peach street to Nevada street, 
thenc~ eastwardly along Nevada street to Pine street, thence 
southwardly .along Pine street to Westfall avenue, thence 
westwardly along Westfall avenue to Hackberry street, 
thence in a line due south to the city limits at place of be-
ginning. 

Precinct Eighteen-Commences at intersection of Nevada 
and South Pine streets, thence northwardly along Pine 
to East Commerce street, thence westwardly along East 
Commerce street to Water street, thence southwestwardly 
along Water street to Victoria street, thence south
eastwardly along Victoria to Peach street, thence north
wardly along Peach street to .Nevada street, thence east
wardly along Nevada street to place of beginning. 

WARD No. EIGHT. 

Precinct Nineteen-Commences at corner of Water and 
East Commerce streets. thence westwardly along East Com
merce street to the San Antonio river, thence down said 
river to Martinez street, thence eastwardly along Martinez 
street to South Alamo street, thence northwardly along 
South Alamo street to Goliad street, thence southeastwardly 
along Goliad street to Water street, thence northeastwardly 
along Water street to place of beginning. 

Precinct Twenty-Commences at corner of Goliad and 
Water streets, thence southwestwardly along Water to South 
Alamo street, thence southwardly aiong South Alamo and . 
Presa streets and San Juan road to the south city limits. 
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thence west along south city limits to the San Antonio river, 
thence up said river to Martinez street, thence easterly 
along Martinez street to South Alamo street, thence north
wardly along South Alamo street to Goliad street, thonce 
southeastwardly along ,Goliad street to the place of be
ginning. 

Defining certain Sec. 2. Wherever the words "street," "avenue," 
words used in this 
chapter. "road," "river," "creek," or "track" are used hereinbefore, 

Oa.th and bond of 
City Eng:neer. 

Salary of city en
gineer. 

the same sh~n be undel'stood to mean the center of ~uch 
street, avenue, road, river, creek, or track; and wherever 
the word "down" or "up" are used in reference to a river 
or creek, the word "down" shall be understood to mean in 
the direction of the flow of such river or creek, and the word 
"up" shall be understood to mean in a direction opposite to 
such flow, ~nd in either case the course shall follow the 
meanders of such river or creek and along the center thereof. 

CHAPTER FOURTEEN. 

CITY ENGINEER. 

Section 1. The city engineer ihall, before he enters 
upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe the oath of 
office in the manner prescribed by the charter. and shall 
enter into bond with two or more good and sufficient sureties, 
in the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000), for the faithful 
discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 2. The city engineee shall hereafter receive a 
salary of two thousand dollars ($2,000) per annum, pa'yable 
monthly. The city engineer is to furnish his own vehicle 

• and horses, for which he is allowed the sum of twenty dollars 
($20.00) per month extra for forage. 

\ 
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CHAPTER FIF~rEEN. 

MAYOR PRO TEMPORE AND MESSENGER. 

Section 1. The board of aldermen shall elect one of Duties of m'tyor pro ) 
tern. 

their number to act as . mayor PTO tempO?:e, who shall act as 
mayor when that official may be unable to perform the duties 
of his office by reason of absence or sickness, and the alder-

. man so elected shall be vested with all the duties of mayor 
until the mayor shall resume his office and the said mayor 
p10 0 tempore, when acting in that capacity, shall receive the 

same salary as the mayor for the time being. 

Sec. 2. The mayor is authorized to appoint a messen- Janitor of city ball. 

ger who shall perform the duties of janitor of the city hall, 
who shall receive such salary as may be fixed by the mayor 

and city council . 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN. 

OFFICERS, REMOVAL OF. 

Section 1. Whenever charges in writing shall be made 
by the maybr or any three aldermen for malfeasance, mis
feasance or nonfeasance against any officer of the city elected 
by the people or appointed by the council, except policemen 
()f this city, the said charges shall be presented to the city 
council, which, after being read and discussed, shall be voted 
upon, and if a majority of all the aldermen, elected or ap
pointed, shall vote in favor of the sufficiency of the charges, 
then the said officer shall be furnished with a copy of the 
charges, and cited to appear at the next regular meeting of 

the council to answer thereto_ 

Charges against offi
cers. bow made. 

Sec. 2. If, after the charges have been presented and Removal of officers 
from office. when. 

acted upon, as provided ln the foregoing section, the officer 



) 

( 

) 

Action taken upon 
cbarges. how. 

Removal of officers 
elected by city 
council. 

Salaries and com pen 

-
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shall fail or refuse to appear and answer at the time set to 
hear and determine the cause, the said charges shall be con· 
sidered as proven, and said officer declared guilty, as 
charged, and be removed from office. 

Sec. 3. Any officer against whom charges have been 
preferred in accardance with Section -1 of this ord.inance, and . 
who shall appear in answer thereto, after hearing all the' 
necessary evidence in the case, a vote shall be taken ' 
"whether the charges are sustained," upon which the yeas 
and nays shall be called, and if it shall appear that two-thirds 
of all the aldermen, elected or appointed, have voted yea, the 
said charge shall be declared by the mayor to be ~ustainedp 
and the said 'officer be removed from office, and the vacancy 
thus created be filled as provided in Section 24 of the 
charter. 

Sec. 4. The council may remove any officer of the 
city, elected by it, by resolution declaratory of its want 
of confidence in said officer; pJ'ovided, two-thirds of all the 
aldermen elected or appointed shall vote in favor of said 
resolution. 

Sec. 5. As soon as practicable after each biennial city 
sation of certain election, and the qualification of the newly elected mayor and 
oftlcers fixed. when 
and bow. aldermen, the city council shall fix and establish the salaries 

or compensation to be paid all officers appointed by the 
mayor or elected by the council, whose salaries are not fixed 
by the city charter. 

Salaries establisbed Sec. 6. The salaries or allowances fixed or established, 
totakee1fect,when; in conformity with the terms of this chapter, shall take effect 
not to be increased 
or ll1mlnlsbed. 
when. 

on the date said salaries are fixed, and shall not be increased , 
or diminished during the term for which said officers may 
be or have been elected or appointed. 

I 
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Sec. 7. All officials or agents, or employees of the 
city, who are required to give bond, shall furnish such bonds
men as are jn no way connected with the management or 
control of any of the corporations operating under fran
chises granted by the city; and no bond shall be approved 

that is not in compliance with this ordinance. 

Sec. 8. In the event of any vacancy in any elective Vacancy in telectlon 
office. filled how.--

office by death or otherwise, occurring more than nine 
months before the next regular election, the said vacancy 

. shall be filled temporarily by appointment by the mayor and 
II confirmation by the council, and the person so appointed 

shall qualify and hold said office until an election is held to 
fill said vacancy as provided by the charter and the person 
so elected has duly qualified, and which election shall be 
held within thirty days from the date of the vacancy. 

CHAPTER 8EVENTEEN. 

ORDIN ANCES. 

Section 1. All ordinances and resolutions of a general 
character which may be offered shall be read at three sev
eral meetings of the city council before receiving final action 
thereon, except when ord~red otherwise by a two-thirds vote 

of the full board. 

Ordinances passed. 
how. 

.__..o 

l 

Sec. 2. ' No Qrdinance shall be repealed by any general Ol'dinances repealed 

terms, such as "coming in conflict with any subsequent ord-
jnance," but in all cases the ordinance or section of an ordi
nance intended to be repealed shall' be specifically mentioned 
and distinguished by the title and date of the same, when 

practicable, and the number of the section. 

how. 
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Ordinances amend
ed, how. 
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Sec. 3. No ordinance shall be amended hy reference 
to the subject matter only, but the particular section 9r sec
tions designed to be amended shall be re-ordained at length, 
incorporating the amendment. 

No ordinance re- Sec. 4. No ordinance or resolution which bas been re-
pealed shall be re-
vived by implica- pealed shall be revived by implication. 
tion. 

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN. 

PAUPERS. 

Mayor authorized to Section 1. The mayor is authorized to provide such 
assist needy per-
sons. assistance as in his judgment may be necessary for the sup-

Burial of paupers. 

port of sick or disabled persons, and to draw on the city 
treasurer for such amount as may be necessary to provide 
such assistance. 

Sec. 2. The mayor is hereby authorized to cause to be 
buried all paupers dying within the corporate limits of this 
city, and to draw on the city treasurer for an amount not to 
exceed ten dollars ($10.00) to cover the expenses thereby in
curred. 

CHAPrER NINETEEN. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY, TAKING OF, FOR PUBLIC USE. 

Steps to be taken by Section 1. Whenever the city couJ?cil shall deem it 
city council and necessary to take private property for the use of the city, city clerk in con-

demnIng private and the amount of compensation due the owner of such property, 

property can not be agreed upon, the city council I shall, by 
resolution, state the particular property sought to be taken, 

the name of the owner and his residence (if known), which 
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said resolution shall be filed with the city clerk, who shall 
immediately notify the owner or agent . of the property (if • 
known) of the filing of such statement. 

Sec. 2. Such notice shall be served by delivering a Notice served. how. 

copy of the same to the party, or his agent, and may be 

served by any city policeman. 

Sec. 3. The person serving said notice shall return Return of notice. 

the original notice to the city clerk, with his return in writ-
ing thereon, stating how and when the same was served. 

Sec. 4. When the property in controversy is the prop

erty of the estate of a deceased person, or of a minor, and 
such estate has a legal representative, or such minor has a 
guardian, the notice shall be served on such legal represent

ative or guardian. 

Property of minor 
or estate of de
cedent. 

Sec. 5. When the property in controversy belongs to Property of non-res
ident of state. or 

a non-resident of the state, or to an unknown person, or to a 
person whose residence is unknown, such notice may be 

. served upon such owner by publication, in such manner as 

is provided for service of citation by publication in civil 
suits pending in the district courts of the state. 

Sec. 6. The damage to accrue to the owner, by reason 
of the taking of private property for the use .of the city, 
shall be assessed by three. disinterested freeholders of the 
city, one to be selected by the owner of the property, one to 

be selected by the mayor, and the .third to be selected by the 

two thus appointed. 

unknown person. 

Damages 
how. 

assessed. 

Sec. 7. In the event that the owner of the property ApPointment by 

shall fail to appoint the commissioner hereinbefore provided 

for within ten days from the service of the notice of the city 

commissioners. 
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clerk hereinbefore provided for, the mayor shall appoint 
.. such commissioner. In the event that the two commis

sioners can not agree upon the selection of the third, then 
the said commissioner shall be appointed by the county judge 
of Bexar county upon application by the mayor. 

CommisSioners to be 
. sworn. 

Sec. 8 . .. Sakl .. commissioners shall be sworn by the city 
clerk to perform their duties with- fidelity and impartiality. 

Time and place of Sec. 9. Said commissioners shall, without delay, ap-
bearing. notice of. point a day and place for hearing said parties, and shall notify 

said parties in writing of the time and place selected for said 
hearing, which notice shall be served in the same manner as 
the notice provided for in Section 1. 

Oommissioners ap- Sec. 10. The commissioners so appointed in the assess 
pointed. governed ment of damagoes, shall be governed and controlled by articles bow. ~ 

Decision of commis
sioners. how ren
dered. 

Possession of prop

4459, 4460, 4461 and 4462 of the revised statutes of the state 
of Texas, the city occupying the position the railroad com
pany occupies in said sections. 

Sec. 11. When the said commissioners shall have as
sessed the damages, they shall reduce their decision to 
writing, stating therein the amount of damages due to the 
owner of such property, if any be found to be due, and shall 
date the same and sign it, and shall file the said assessment, 
together with all other papers connected, with the city clerk 
without delay. 

Sec. 12. 
erty taken. when council and the payment or deposit of the amount of damagoes a.nd bow. ~ 

Upon the approval of said report by the city 

Appeal taken, how. awarded in the city treasury, subject to the order of the 
owner of the property taken, the city shall be authorized to 
enter upon and take possession of the property thus con-
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demned; provided, however, if any party whose property is 
sought to be taken, be dissatisfied with the decision of such 
commissioners, he may. within ten days after the same has 

I been filed with the city clerk, file his opposition thereto in 

writing, setting forth the particular cause or causes of his 
obj~ctions, whereupon the city council shan proceed to hear 
and pass , upon said objections, and their action upon said 
objections shall be entered upon the minutes of the council 

and be final between the parties. 

CHAPTER TWENTY. 

PROPERTY BELONGING TO CITY. 

Section 1. All officials of the city of San Antonio hav- Officials to mak 

ing in their charge any property belonging to the city shall 
take a quarterly inventory of such property, beginning the 
1st day of January of each year, and each three months 
thereafter, enter same on a return in alphabetical order, 
according to the class to which it belongs, and take up on the 
return from time to time, as received, all property purchased 
or otherwise acquired by the city, giving dates of receipt. 
The number and amounts of the articles on hand and re
ceived during the period up to and i.ncluding the first day of 
each quarter, will represent the property to be accounted 
for. From this shall be deducted such property as may 
have been disposed of by proper authority a~d amounts ex
pended (as for instance, stationery or other expendable 

property), separate entry to be made in each instance. The 
total amounts disposed of and expended deducted from the 
total on hand and received, will show the balance on hand to 
be accounted for, and shall be the accountability to be car

ried forward to tlw next quarterly return. 

quarterly return 0 

city property iI 
t,heir possession. 

l l 
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Sec. '2. All articles of property belonging to the city of 
San Antonio shall be at once properly branded "Oity," when 
practicable. except animals. 

) Certain city proper- Sec. 3. All property belonging to the city of San An-
ty to be repaired 

or condemned. tonio becoming unservi~eable shall be inventoried, and said 

inventory shall be submitted by the officer directly responsi
ble for same to the mayor, who shall take such action as 
may be proper to either repair, break up and use serviceable 
parts, or condemn altogether, and dispose of same by sale or 
destruction. Oondemned property sold shall be indelibly 
marked or branded "c'ondemned" before being turned over 
to the purchaser. 

Oertain city proper- Sec. 4. The officer accountable shall drop from his 
ty to be dropped 
trom returns. return all property sold, destroyed, condemned, or being re-

Returns ot propel'ty. 
made how. 

Errors discovered in 

paired, using th,e report of the m~yor of the disposition made 
of the condemned property as his voucher for doing so. 

Sec. 5. All returns of property shall be rendered to 
the mayor' and by him referred to the auditor for ex
amination. 

I ~ returns. 

I 

Sec. 6. All errors or irregularities found shall be 
noted by the auditor, who shall, through the mayor, notify 
the accountable officer of the error or irregularity, found. 
All officers rendering returns upon being notified of errors 
in their accounts, shall within ten days of such notification 
make the necessary corrections on their retained papers a?d 
report the same to the mayor, who shall refer such explana
tions, if satisfactory. to the auditor for file with the accounts 
to which they pertain. 
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Sec. 7. An officer failing to make satisfactory ex- Officials to be 
charged with value 

planation of errors, or who fails to make any explanation, of certain proper-

shall be charged with the money value of the property, and ty, when. 

such charge shall be deducted from the salary of such officer 
on the next following pay roll, or from any sums due him 

from the city. 

Sec 8. All returns rendered under this ordinance Returns to be hand

shall reach the mayor not later than five days after the end edin. when. 

of each quarter. 

Sec. 9. When an officer who is accountable for city When officer dies, 
property to be in· 

property dies the mayor shall at once appoint a committee of ventoried. how. 

three aldermen whose duty it shall be to take an inventory of 
slfch property, make up the return and close his accounts. 
All deficiencies found, to be charged and collected as pre-

'scdbed for the living. 

Sec. 10. If the amount of money due an officer by the 
city is inadequate to pay for shortages in property, the sure
ties on the officer's bond shall be required to make settle

ment. 

Sec. 11. Return of property shall be made in duplicate; 
one copy to be sent to the mayor, the other to .be retained by 

the officer making the same. 

Sec. 12. Losses of city property by theft, fire, or un
avoidable accident. shall be at once reported by the officer 

Sureties on officer' 
bond Hable. when 

Returns to be in du 
plicate. 

Losses of city prop 
erty by theft. fire 
etc 

accountable for such property to the mayor, who shall at 
once appoint a committee of three or more aldermen to in- , 
vestigate the cause of and determine and fix the responsibil
ity for such loss. The officer accountable for the property 
shall submit in writing a list of the property lost or 
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destroyed, and affidavits setting forth all the circumstances 
of the case. The committee shall make full investigation 
and submit a report of its proceedings and findings to the 
council through the mayor. 

Money tor property Sec. 13. When an officer accountable for property is 
lost or destroyed. 
collected how. held responsible for its loss or destruction by the council, 

Wheu officer [ beld 
blameless 101' loss 
or destruction of 
etty property. etc. 

the money value of same shall be charged against him, and 
collection made as prescribed by ordinance covering indebt
edness of officers. He shall carryon his return all such 
property until it is paid for and drop it on the receipt for such 

. payment; the receipt to be accompanied by a list o~ the 
property paid for, and the receipt and list to be the officer's 
voucher for dropping the property from his return. 

Sec. 14. When an officer is held blameless for loss or 
destruction of property for which he is accountable, he shall 
use the report of the committee in the case, approved by the 
council, as a voucher for dropping the property from his 
return. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE. 

REQUISITIONS FOR SUPPLIES. 

" Requisitions to he 
made. when. 

Section 1. Requisitions for property required for the 
use of the city shall be made semi-annually by the proper 
officer of the city, and shall be computed as follows: 

I) 
t) 

Oftlc(>r to ascertain Sec. 2. The officer making the requisition will ascer-
amount for preced- tain from the returns of the preceding six months the 
lng six months. 

amounts consumed. These amounts will be entered under 
the head "Consumed during the past six months." 
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Sec. 3. Under the next bead, "Required for the period Amounts needed for 
next six months. 

of this requisition," will be entered amounts that the officer 
believes will be actually needed. In this he will be governed 

by increased or decreased demands. 

Sec. 4. Under the next.head, "On band in good order Amount ell hand \ 
good order. 

on date of the requisition," will be entered the amounts on 
hand at that date, and these amounts deducted from amounts 
"Required" will show amounts to be supplied. 

Sec. 5. Under head "Remarks" should be entered the Kinds. bmuds. SiZ'/ 
etc. '-

kinds, brands, sizes, etc., of the article required. 

Sec. 6. When the amounts under head "Required" are -When reason to be 
given for qUantityfr 

greater than those "Consumed" in the past corresponding 
period, the reason for the increased demand shall be stated. 
If the rt;ason for increased demands are not given, or tbey 
are not satisfactory, the increased amounts will not be 

allowed. 

Sec. 7: Requisitions should reach the Inayor twenty Rf"quisitiollS tq 
reaeh Dlayor. whel 

days before the property is required for use, to enable him 
,to submit them to the council, have all requisitions abstract
ed, ad vertise for, receive and act on proposals for furnishing 

same. 

Sec. 8. When from any unexpected emergency a Special requisitions 

special requisition tecomes necessary, the reasons for same 

must be fully explained. 

Sec. 9. All requisitions will be submitted to the mayor 
and by him to the councU with such recommendations as he 

may deem proper. 

RequisitiOns to b 
snbmitted by may 
or to counell. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO. 

ROCK QUARRIES. 

Section 1. The mayor is hereby authorized and re
quired to rent the rock quarries belonging to the city; the 
rent of said quarries shall be paid at least semi-annually in 
advance in United States currency. and for such sum not less 
than ten dollars ($10.00) per month for each quarry section, 
and for such length of time as the mayor may deem best, not· 
less than one year; and should the lessees of'said quarries fail 
or refuse to pay the rent therefor in accordance with the re 
quirements herein, said quarries shall be deemed vacant, 
and the mayor shall thereupon proceed to lease the same 
anew, under the provis.ions of this ordinance. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE. 

STREET COMMISSIONER. 

I) Street commissioner Section 1. The street commissioner shall, before he 
to take oa.th . 

enters upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe to an 
oath before some officer authorized to administer oaths, well, 

1 truly and faithfully to discharge the duties 'of his office as 
they are now or may hereafter be defined by ordinances or 
resolutions of the council. 

Duties of street com
missioner. 

Sec. 2. It shall be his duty to supervise all work upon 
the streets, alleys, plazas or public squares of the city, con
trol all workmen employed by the city upon the streets; keep 
a correct account of the time of said workmen, and of all other 
work and services which may be done and performed, an~ 
make correct report of same; he shall remove or cause to 
be removed all filth, dirt, or other nuisances that may be 
found in the manner heretofore prescribed by ordinance. 



• 4. It shall be hiS 4lIty, in case the cit100UB0il 
t_,*UllW)t· with any private parties for any public work. t.9 
~.rany. supervise the same, and to see that said oont~ 

contracts are fai~ully performed t and ip. oe.se-of &111' 
[;tic>latlon of sai«:\ contl'aCt to report the same ~ th, .city coun

He shall have speela1ly in charge the preventimt of an, 
AlYiI.tirn:AW.n in the streetst aJ.leys, pIams, parks or othel' pub
~·::lJlaCQSQf the city, and cause the same to be rem.ovefL 
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work, business or contract, the expense, price or considera
tion of which is paid from the city treasurer; nor shall he 
be surety of any person having a contract, work or business, 
with said city. 

Sec. 7. The street commissioner shall receive an an
nual salary of fourteen hundred and forty dollars ($1,440.00), 

payable monthly, for his services, and shall hold his office 
until his successor is elected and qualified. 

Sec. 8. There shall be no increase in the number of 
laborers employed on the streets of the city by the street 
commis&ioner at any time within thirty days prior to any 
election of city officers. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR. 

SCHOOL FUND. 

Moneys from sales Section 1. AU moneys derived from the sale of city 
. of city lands to go 

to school fund. lands heretofore sold, or hereafter to be sold, in accordance 

Olty public school 
fund to be cred
Ited, when. 

Expenditures 10 r 
public schools,how 
charged. 

wi th Section 8 of the charter of 1842, and acts of the legisla
ture subsf'quent thereto, are hereby declared to belong to 
the city pu bHc school fund. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the city cler!r, at the ex
pjration of each fiscal year, to credit the city public school 
fund with six (6) per cent interest on the balance that may 
be due the said fund' at that date. 

Sec. 3. All expenditures of money from tlle city treas
ury 'oJ account of city public schools shall be appropriated 



II 
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from the general fund and charged to the account of the 
city public school fund. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE. 

SQUATTERS. 

r 
J 

Leases to squatters 

II 

Sec. 1. The mayor is hereby authorized to execute on 
behalf of the city leases to squatters on city property, with 
a view of obviating'the running of limitation against the city 
in favor of such squatters, such leases to be at the will of 
the city. 

on city lands. )j 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX. 

TAXES. 

Section. 1. There shall be annually levied and collect
ed by the city of San Antonio upon all real and personal 
property situated within said city, for general purposes, an Ad yalorem tax. ' 

ad valorem tax of not exceeding one dollar ($1.00) on the one Poll tax.' 

Tax rate to be fixed hundred dollars ($100.00) cash valuation thereof, estimated when . 

i in lawful currency of the United States, and not exceeding 
I Olle dollar ($1.00) on the one hundred dollars ($100.00) cash 
: valuation upon all such property for spedal purposes; and a 

poll tax not to exceed one dollar ($1. 00) upon every male 
inhabitant of said city over the age of twenty-one years and 
not over the age of sixty years, and who has resided within 
said city twelve months next prior to the assessment of said 
tax. The city council shall, on or before the first regular 
meeting of March in each and every year, fix the rate per 
centum of ad valo'fem taxes and special taxes, and the 
amoun t of the poll ta.xes to be assessed and collected for the 
current fiscal year. 

/ 
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What property sub- Sec. 2. All property, real, personal, or mixed situated 
jeet to taxation. 

in said city, shall be subject to taxation, and the same shall 
Texas Revised Stat-

utes. Title CIV, be rendered and listed for taxation, and the definitions of 
"'-""'\. Chapter 2. adopted 

I ' for guidance. properties, terms and things stated in Chapter two, Title 
one hundred and four, of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas 

Puhllcation of not
Ice. when. 

of 1895, are hereby adopted for guidance ir; assessing prop
erty in the city of San Antonio. 

Sec. 3. On the first day of June of each year the 
city assessor shall publish in the official journal of the city a 
notice requiring every per~on, firm. partnership or corpora
tion o\yning . or. controlling property within the limits of the 
city on the first day of June of each year, liable to taxation, 
to render such property to him for ta,xation by said city on 
or before the first day of September of each fiscal year. 

Inventory,' to be Sec. 4. Every, persoll, partnership, or corporation 
handed in. when, owninoO" property within the limits vf the city shaU, not later 
how and by whom. 

than the first day of September of each fiscal year, hand in 
to the assessor of the city, at his office, a full and complete 
inventory of all property and the value thereof, possessed or 
controlled by him, her, them, or it, as the owner or as the 
agent of any person. partnership or corporation within said 
city on the first day of June of the current fiscal year, and 
not exempt from taxat.ion, which inventory sh·-\,ll be verified 
as hereinafter prescribed. In the case of a p~lrtnership or 
corporation the duty of handing in such inventory shall 

devolve upon each member of such partnership, and upon 
the secretary, president and treasurer of such corporation, 
and upon every other person having charge of such partner
ship or corporation within the city, which inventory shall be 
verified by the written affidavit of such person or of such 
member of such partnership, or of such secretary, president 
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or treasurer of such corporation, or such other person havjng 
charge of such partnership or corporation within the city, 
and the affidavit shall be as hereinafter prescribed. 

Sec. 5. The assessor shall require each party render
ing property to him for taxation to subscribe to the following 
oath, which shall be printed at the bottom of each inventory, 
to-wit: 

"I, . . . . .. . ...................... , (filling the blank with 
the name of the person subscribing) do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that the above inventory rendered by me contains a 
full, true and complete list of all taxable property owned by 
me, and held in my own name, or held by me for .... _ ..... . 

. . . '.' ................... or of which I have the custody, as 

Form of 
qui red. 

oath re-

agent, guardian or administrator, in this city, subject to tax
ation by the laws of this state and the ordinances of this city, " 
on the first day of June, ............. (filling the blank with 
the year), and that I have true answers made to all questions 
propounded to me touching the same, so help me God." 

Sec. 6. After the first day of June it shall be the duty 
of the assessor also to proceed to take a list of all personal 
property in said city, and assess the value thereof in the 
manner following, to-wit: By calling upon the person, or by 
calling at the office, place of business or residence of the 
person, partnership or corporation, and listing the peoperty 

as required by law, in his, their or its name, and requiring 
the person or member of such partnership, president, secre
tary, or other person in the control of such corporation to 
nlake a statement as to the same, under oath, as prescribed 
in the preceding section of this ordinance, a.nd shall proceed 

to so assess until the first day of September of each year. 

Assessor to take list 
of personal prop
erty, when 'a.nd 
how. 

( 



Failure to make 
oath or subscribe. 

!

) Notice left at resi~ 
dence or office, 
when. 

) Neglect onefll,"lto 
list property. 

t Failure to obtain 
statement of real 
or personal prop
erty before Sep
tember 1st. 

120 REVISED CODE OF CIVIL ORDINANCES. 

Sec. 7. Should any property be listed or assessed for 
taxation after the first day of September of any year, or 
should the assessor or his deputy fail to administer the oath, 
or attest the same as herein prescribed, or should the party 
rendering property for taxation fail to subscribe to the list, 
yet the assessment shall nevertheless be as valid and binding 
to all intents and purposes as if made in strict pursua.nc~ of 
law and this ordinance. 

Sec. 8. If any person who is required by this ordin
ance to list property shall be sick or absent when the asses
sor calls for a list of his property, the assessor sha'lleave at 
the office, or usual place of residence or business, of such 
person a written or print,ed notice. requiring such person to 
call at his office and render a list of his property at such 
time as the assessor may designate in said notice, and the 
assessor shall note in a book the date of leaving such notice. 

Sec. 9. In every case where any person, ,whose duty 
it is to list any property for taxation, has refused or neg
lected to list the same when ca~led on for that purpose by the 
assessor, or has refused to subscribe to the oath in regard to 
the truth of his statement of property, or any part thereof, 
when required by the assessor of taxes! the assessor shall 
note in a book the name of such person who refused to list 
or swear; and in every case where any person required to 
list property for taxation has been absent or unable from 
sickness to list the same, the assessor of taxes shall note in 
a book the name of such person and cause of such failure. 

Sec. 10. In all cases of failure to obtain a statement of 
all real or personal property in this city subjec.t to taxation, 
from any cause, before September 1st of each year, it shall 

J 
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be the duty of the assessor of taxes to ascertain the kind 
and value of such property and aSSless the same, as he be
lieves to be the true and fair value thereof, whether the 
owner thereof be known or unknown, which assessment 
shall be called the unrendered roll, and shall be presented to 
the board of revisioL and appeals in a supplement for their 
approval; and such assessment, when approved, shall be as 
valid and binding as if such property had been rendered by 

. the proper owner thereof. 

Sec. 11. Whenever the assessor shall ascertain th,at 
any real or personal property has not been assessed for the 
past years, he shall assess the same in his next assessment 
roll or inventory (in a supplement) at the same rate as such 
property should have been assessed, stating the year for 
which it is assessed, and the taxes thereon shall be collected 
in the same manner as other assessments. In all cases 
where any party has omitted to render property for taxation, 
for any forUler year or years, and such taxes have not been 
paid. such party shall render such property for assessment 
for the years thus omitted and pay his taxes, and the asses
sor shall enter said property in the supplement to his next 
assessment roll, under the head of "Payments for Former 
Years." 

Sec. 12. \Vhen the assessments of all property shall 
ha\'e been made as hereinbefore provided, which shall be 
completed on the first day of November, or as soon there
after as possible, the mayor and four aldermen, who shall 
have been appointed by the mayor, shall sit as a board of 
appeals and revision, and to them shall be submitted by the 
assessor. the tax lists or inventories made up by him; and all 

1u ease of failure to < 
reuder property, 
same shall be as-
sessed. when. 

Board of a.ppeals 
and revision. 

I 
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persons who may feel aggrieved at their assessments, may 
appeal to said board, in writing, stating such grievance; the 
board shall hear and determine all such appeals in a sum
mary manner, correct errors, appraise all property assessed 
as unknown, and increase or diminish any assessment as 
they may deem just; p?~ovided, that no assessment shall be 
increased unless the owner of such property has been noti
fied to appear before said .board, and given an opportunity to 
make his objection to such increase. And a. copy of such 
notice shall, with the officer's return thereon, be filed with the 
city clerk. The minutes of the proceedings of said board 
shall be regularly 'kept under their direction, and shall show 
the action of the board upon the matters referred to, or acted 
upon by them. And after said board shall hfwe fully revised 
the assessment lists for such fiscal year, they shall so certify 
upon said minutes at the close of the record of the proceed
ings of such fiscal year, which certificate shall be signed by 
each member of said board. Said board shall sit from day 
to day until all their duties are performed. 

Sec. 13. It shall also be the duty of the assessor to 
assess a poll tax, as levied by the city coancil, on every male 
inhabitant 'of the city, between twenty-one and sixty years 
of age, who has resided therein twelve months previous to the 
first day of the fiscal year for which s!;. id tax is levied, and he 
shall enter the same upon the tax list or inventory. 

Sec. 14. After the board of appeals and revision has 
revised such tax list or inventory, the assessor shall make 
out two rolls from the lists or inventories so corre~ted and 
approved by the board, one of which rolls shall show all 
property rendered, and poll taxes due thereon, and the other 
roll shall show all unrendered property and poll taxes due 
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thereon. He shall then make out, for the use of the collec
tor, a roll and enter thereon the amounts due by each person, 
as well as the property assessed, both rendered and unren
dered. In making out such corrected roll for the use of the 
collector, a separate page of such roll, or more than one page 

' if necessary, shall be assigned to each property owner, and 
upon each page of the roll there shall be made out a detach
able stub with corr .:: sponding numbers, name of owner, and 
amount of all taxes on said roll; also a detachable receipt for 
the amount of taxes due from the corresponding property 
owner, or for the portion thereof shown on the corresponding 
page, as the case may bp. The pages of the roll and also the 
stub and receipts to be consecutively and correspondingly 
numbered to run throughout consecutive volumes. The of
ficial signature of the city assessor shall be by him written 
upon the margin of each receipt, and he shall have the same 
bound in a good and substantial manner and prepare a com

plete index thereto. 

The assessor shall thereupon in each volume of such 
roll certify to the correctness thereof, which roll, with an- . 
nexed stubs and receipts, shall be delivered by the assessor 
to the auditor, not later than March 31st, taking his receipt 
therefor, and the auditor shall deliver the same to the collec
tor, who at the same time shall give to the auditor a receipt 
for the aggregate amounts of taxes thereon. The auditor 
shall thereupon charge to the collector, upon the books of his 

department, the aggregate amount on such rolls as shown by 

such rec(lipts. 

The form for the abov~ described roll shall be as follows: 
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Namo····.,"""",.,', .. ,"',.,',.,"", ... , .". , Page, .. , . ........ ........ . 

V AL.UATION, 

City of San Antonio, Texas. !:::o;:!!:~p~rt:, ::.:::: :::::: 
. '.rot!I), - - $ ........... . 

TAXES . 
Assessment Roll of Taxable Property, Ad Valorem Tax. _ $ ........... . 

Real and Personal. Rendered for Assess- Poll Tu,x, - - - S,: .......... . 

ment for the Fiscal year ...... , beginning Total Tax, $ .......... .. 

Interest, - - ........... . 

ThIs Stub to be filed with Auditor 
with Monthly Rllport of 

Collect,\olls. 

Tax Receipt No ..... , ....... 
01'FICE OF 

City Tax Collector, 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS. 

June 1 •...... , and ending May 31, ..... . 
Penalty, - - - - ............ RECEIVED of " .............. . 

~ 
Costs. - .......... .. 

......... ·~~~e~ ·I·~.· e:~:' .. ·~:TyASSCSSor Total. - - $ ... : ....... . 

«.. ~OT NO. NO. NO. B~OC;K NO. NAME OF' STREET OR SUBDIVIIiON VALUE 

----------1-----1 

.......... .. ...... ........ ........ ........ ........ ...... ......................... . 

........ ........ ........ ................................ . 

.................................... "I" .. .. 

'I ................ ................ .. .. .. I .... .. 

•••••••• '0' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0.' •••• o. /:::'::::::: .... ::::.::::::::.::...::/ . ... : 

Paid ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CITY COLLECTOR. 

By .......... . . ........ Assistant. 

1 

he following amounts, in pay

ment of City Taxes for the Fiscal 

year .... , beginning June 1, 

and ending May 31st, .... 

VALUATION. 

Personal Property, $ ......... . 

Real Estate, - - - $ .........• 

Total. - -$ ........•. 

TAXES. 

Ad Valorem Tax, $ .. 

p,oll Tax, $ ....... .. 

Total Tax, . $ ... . . 

Interest, 

Penalty. 

Costs, 

Total, 

Paid 

$ ......... . 

• 
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I 
VAL.UATION. 

pe~SOnal.pr~perty. $ .......... .. 

Real Estate. - - $ ...... " ... .:.:.:.:. 

Oily Tox RecelDl No ...... . -OFFICE OF-

CITY TAX COLLECTOR, 
Total, - $ ........... . SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 

TAX RATE. 

ON $100 VALUATION. 

RECEIVED OJ:. ........................•... , • • .• • •• Ad Valorem Tax. - $ ........... . 

General Fund, - $.... . ..................................... the sum of Poll Tax, - - - $ .......... .. 

Sinking Fund. ... , , ..................................... ' .... Dollars Interes~.otal Tax, - $ ...........• 

School Fund. - - .... . ............. Cents, in payment of City Taxes for ........... . 
Penal ty, - - - - , .......... . 

Total Tax, - $ .... 
the Fiscal year ...... , beginning June 1, ...... J and Costs, 

KII .. LOT NO. BLOCK NO. 

ending May 31, 

O. C. L. 
NO • 

CITY 

BLOCK NO. 

Total, - - $ ........... . 

N"ME 0' 8TREET OR 8UBDIVI810N V"LUE 

••••••••••• •••••••• •••••••• •••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 0.0' ••• "0 

.............................................................................. . .................. 0. 0 '0.0 ••• 

. . . . . . .. :::::::: :. ~ : : : : ~ : : : : I : : : : : : : : : : : '. : : : : : : : : : : : : : . : : . : : : : . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : .. : : : : ...... I' 
•••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 .... "I' 

.................................................................................... 

........ ............ ........................................................ ........ ... . 

........ ............ . ...................................................... .. .. .... .. .. 

•••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 0' •••••••• 

• " ,'" ................................................................................................. ····.0 ..... . 

Dated: San Antonio, Texas, ................. . . ...............•.....•. CIT.Y COLLECTOR • . 

FISCAL YEAR ..... . By ............................ Assistant. 
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Ool1ectmshall begin Sec. 15. Immediately upon receipt of the tax rolls. as 
collection. when. 

providod for in this ordinance, the collector shall commence 
PuhliccLtion of not-

ice, the collection of taxes. He shall gi ve notice to all taxpayers 
Taxm; become delin - by advertising in the official journal of the city, that said 

quant. whon. 
[nterest und penc11ty taxes are due and payable, and without any penalty, interest 

City collector sball 
receipt. bow. 

or costs thereon, if paid before the first day of June, but 
which publication shall in no manner delay or suspend his 
action in enforcing the collection of taxes. The collector 
shall attach to his roll a copy of such published notice, certi
fying the same to be a correct copy thereof, and certifying 
when and in what manner the same was published. All ad 

valorem and poll taxes shall become delinquent on the first 
·dayof June next following the levy of the same, and if not 
·paid before said time, shall bear interest from said date at 
the rate of eight (8) per cent per annum until paid, and in ad
dition thereto a penalty of ten (10) per cent upon such taxes 
shall be added and collected from such delinquent for such 
failure, neglect or refusal to pay the same before said first 
day of June; pTovided, that the provisions of this section as 

to the tim~ when taxes shall become delinquent and fixing 
penalty therefor, shall not apply to the taxes due on the rolls 
of the fiscal year beginning June 1st, 1898, and ending June 
1st., 1899, but such taxes for said year shall become delin
quent, bear interest and have the penalty added on and from 
the first day of AugUBt, 1899. 

Sec. 16. The city collector shall not be authorized to 
receipt for any ad valo'rem and poll taxes of a current year 
except upon the receipts issued by the assessor. When 
such taxes are paid he shall sign the page of the roll from 
which the receipt is detached; and the roll shall show the 
same identical items as the receipt which is detached ther€
from. The middle stub, which shows each and every item of 
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taxes appearing on the roll and receipt. shall be detached 
. when paid, and said stub shall be filed with the collector's 

Inonth,ly report to the auditor. 

Sec. 17. Th~JJQCtor sball not remit any interest, or 
.-~. -~ - .• ~> 

penalty, and itj$. his imperative duty to charge said lnterest 
and penalty in addi'tion to' the 'ta~e"s whell"pai<rafter 'the date 
fixed when t~~es ~han " bec'~me deHnq~ent. "And in such 
cas~;-h;-~halj ·-e~te; ' ui)~~t~e roll~ stub and receipt the . 

I amount of interest, penalty and costs due and r~eived from - - - -
each party. In the event of any reduction by the city coun-
cil of valuation or remission of poll taxes erroneously as
sessed, the assessor shall enter upon the roll, stub and 
receipt the a.mount so remitted, keeping a memorandum 

thereof, and shall report the same to the auditor. 

= 

!J 1 nterllst or pon
~lty to be remitted 

eduction to be en
t ered. how. 

Sec. 18. All occupation taxes shall be r8ceipted for by Occupation tax re 
ceipts. 

the collector only upon printed receipts furnished and coun
tersigned by the auditor. And' all dog licenses shall be 
issued only upon receipts furnished by the a~ditor, and no 
receipt shall be given for lllore than one dog. All occupation 
receipts issued by the collector shall have duplicate stubs 
which shall be signed by him at the time of payment in like 
manner as the receipt. One of these stubs shall be filed with 
the collector's monthly report to auditor. and the other stub 
to be retaiaed by him until he makes his annual settlement; 
provided, that in the payment of a dog license, only one stub 

shall be necessary. 

Dog licenses. 

Sec. 19. The city collector in receiving other sp~cial Special collectioll 
. receipted bow. 

collections shall always gIve a receipt therefor to the party 
paying same, and shall keep duplicate stubs, which shall 
show the same identical items and amounts as the receipt 
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given. One of said stubs shall likewise be filed with his 
monthly report to th~ city auditor, the other to be retained 
until he makes his final settlement. 

COUt·l·tOI' to I{cep Sec. 20. The collector shall keep an itemized daily 
itemized daily cash 

book. book. in which he shall daily enter each and every item of 

Collector to furn ish 
auditor with state
ment. when. 

Oollector to deposit. 
when. 

Treasurer to receipt 
when . 

taxes received, and all other collections made by him. This 
record shall conform to the blanks furnished hy the auditor 
for making itemized monthly reports. It shall show the 
date. the number of each receipt, from whom received, the 
amount of same, including every item ~ted of ad valorem 

and poll taxes, interest. penalty and costs separately. It 
shall also show each item of occupation taxes and other 
special collections made; providecl, that the collector be not 
required in this record to give the name of each party paying 
dog license, but shall only give the number of receipts in
cluded in the day's collections from that source. At the 
close of each day's collections this record shall be footed up 
and shall show the total amount of all receipts from all 
sources during said day, and the source from which derived. ' 

Sec. 21. The collector shall, each morning, (Sundays 
and legal holidays excepted) furnish the auditor with a sum
marized statement of his total collections made on the last 
previous day, on blanks furnished by the auditor for that 
purpose. He shall on each Saturday afternoon, not later 
than 3 p. m. furnish a statement to the auditor showing the 
total collections made by him during the week, and the funds 
to which they belong. And after securing a deposit warrant 
for the same, shall deposit the said amount with the city 
treasurer; and to enable him to do so he may close his office 
at 12 o'clock noon on all Saturdays; p1'oviclecl, that he shall not 

be required to make this weekly report and deposit duri~g 
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.; the months of April, May and June, until each following 
\ , Monday afternoon. And providecl jUTthc1', that should the 

\ collector desire to deposit his daily collections with the 
treasurer oftener than provided for above; he may do so, and 

the treasurer is authorized to receive whatever amount the 
collector desires to deposit, giving a special receipt therefor, 
and opening a special account wit\t the co1lector for that pur
pose, giving him credit in this account for any such deposits 
made until the close of the week, when the weekly statement 
shall be furnished, showing the proper funds to which these 
collections, so deposited, belong. rrhe treasurer shall then, 
upon a deposit warrant from the auditor, receipt for the total 
we~kly deposit, and credit the proper funds with the said 

amounts. 

Sec. 22. At the end of each month the co1lector shall, Collector to make 

on forms to be furnished by the city auditor, make an item

ized report under oath, to the auditor, showing each and 
every item of collections made by him, including ad valorem 
and poll taxes, interest, penalty and costs, occupation taxes, 
license and all other co1lections from every source whatso
ever. The report sha1l be accompanied by a summarized 
statement showing full disposition of all such collections 
iuade by him. He shall then pay over to the treasurer all 
the moneys remaining in his hands from collections and re

ceipts during the month, thereby closing his monthly report, 
and showing full disposition of all funds collected. He shall 
keep on file in his office the triplicate deposit warrants re
ceipt'ed by the treasurer, showing a1l payments made to said 
officer. The city collector shall make oath to his monthly re
port before the city clerk, and shall then present said report, 
together with the stubs of tax receipts and other collections 

to the city auditor, who sha1l within three days compare said 

itemized report. 
when and how. 



Final adjustment of 
co II e c tor's ac
counts, when and 
how. 

City council to ap
prove collector's 
statement. when 
and how. 

130 REVISED CODE OF CIVIL ORDINANCES. 

report with said stubs, and if the same agree in every partic
ular as regards names, dates and amounts, he, the auditor, ' 
shall audit and approve the same and make proper entries 
upon the books uf his department, 

Sec. 23. The city collector shall finally adjust his ac
counts and make an annual settlement of same with the city 
auditor on or before the 31st of May of each year. The luan
ner of this settlement shall be prescribed by the auditor, and 
will mainly be as follows: The collector shall deliver to the 
auditor all the receipts of the previous year's taxes furnished 
to him by the auditor and the assessor, and with same shall 
furnish two itemized .statements of each and every amount 
of taxes remaining unpaid, on forms to be furnished by the 
auditcr. These forms shall include the following: 

A list of delinquent taxpayers owning personal property 
only. 

A list of all erroneous assessments and amounts re
funded. 

A list of delinquent real estate, and such other forms as 
may be provided by the auditor. These shall be made in du
plicate, one to be retained permanently in the auditor's officE', 
the other to be delivered to the city attorney. 

The collector shall also in like manner deliver to the aud
itor all of the unused and unpaid occupation receipts and dog 
licenses which have been fu rnished to him by the auditor, to
gether with an itemized statement of the number and amount 
of each series of occupations, aniount of each unpaid receipt, 
etc. The auditor shall then carefully compare said state
ment with said unpaid receipts and if found correct shall 
present same to the finance committee of the city council 

I 
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who shan approve same, and the auditor shall then give 
credit to the collector upon his books for the total amount of 
taxes remaining unpaid. 

Sec. 2'1-. All other city officers authorized to receive ReceIpts by other 

the city's funds shall, upon forms furnished by the auditor, city officers. 

give a receipt for amounts paid to them, keeping duplicate 
stubs therefor, which stubs shall show the same identical 

J items and the amounts as the receipt detached therefrom. 

Sec. 25. Every city official authorized to receive Renorts of all city 
officers authorized moneys for the city, whether taxes, license, rents, fines, office to receive money, 

fees 'or of any nature whatsoever shall be required at the end to be made, when 

of each month to make an itemized monthly report under 
, and how . ..:.-l 

oath before the city clerk, and shall file said report with the 
city auditor. This report shall be made upon proper forms 
to be furnished . by the auditor and shall show .all the :collec-
tions made by them. All such collections made by all city 
officials shall be paid directly to the city treasurer and no 
other. When said officials file their monthly reports with 

I the auditor, they shall immediately procure the proper de-
! posit warrant, and deposit said total collections with the 

treasurer. 

II 

Sec. 26. The city auditor shall open a colle~tion ac
count with each and every official making collections for the 
city, of any kind, and shall charge them in said account with 
the total collections reported by them at the close of each 
month, and credit them with the amount deposited with the 
city treasurer, upon the return of the duplicate deposit war
rant, properly receipted by the treasurer. 

Sec. 27. The city treasurer shall not receive any 
money from any source except upon the authority of the city 
auditor. Whenever the city collector, or any other official 

Auditor to open col
lection accounts, 
with whom and 
how. 

Trepsurer to receive 
no money except 
upon authority ot 
auditor. 
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has funds to deposit with the treasurer, covering collections 
made by them, or any special payments made to them for 
the city, they shall first procure a deposit warrant from the 
auditor issued in triplicate (the auditor retaining a stub) stat
ing that the city treasurer is authorized to receive from the 
officer named, the amount designated for ~ccount of the 
proper fund for which said deposit is made. The city treas
urer will then receive said" money and properly receipt for 
same on the back of each warrant, the original to be retained 
by the treasurer, the duplicate to be returned to the auditor, 
and the triplicate to be retained by the officer making said 
deposit and "to be permanently filed in his office. The 
amount so paid will then be charged to the city treasurer, 
and credit given to the officer making said deposit by the 
auditor upon the books of his department. 

Failure of officers to Sec. 28. If the city collector or other officer required 
!~~1t~~~orts with to make reports of collections to the auditor shall have failed 

at the end of each month, or within three days thereafter, to 
file said report with the auditor, and deposit with the city 
treasurer all the funds collected byhim, he shall be requested 
by the auditor to do so, and should he fail to comply with 
said request by the next meeting "of the city council, the 
auditor shaH report to the mayor and council. 

Enforcement of \ Sec. 29. To enforce the prompt and speedy collection 
speedy collection f 
of taxes. of taxes, and to provide for the proper accounting 0 same, 

Officers failing to the auditor shall, with the approval of the mayor, prescribe 
, compJy with pro- and furnish the forms to be used by the city collector and 

visions of this 

chapter. pnnished other city officers authorized to receive city funds, of what
how. 

ever nature, and shall prescribe the mode and manner of col-
lecting and stating their accounts, and shall adopt such 
regulations deemed necessary in regard thereto. I t shall be 
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his imperative duty to enforce a strict observance of all the 
provisions of this ordinance. Any officer who shall fail to 
comply with the proviRions of this chapter shall be reported 
by the auditor to the mayor and city council, who shall be 
authorized to declare him guilty of official misconduct, and 
shall immediately take steps for his removal from office; and 
in the event the city auditor shall fail to comp~y with the pro
visions of this chapter '(jhe mayor shall report the matter t~ 
the city council, which shall be authorized to declare him 
guilty of official misconduct, and shall immediately take steps 
for his removal from office. 

Sec. 30. The auditor shall furnish all occupation tax Occupation tax re
ceipts. rec~ipts to the collector, which receipts shall be similar to 

Dog tax receipts. 
those furnished by the comptroller of the state of Texas to 
county collectors, and such receipts shall cover all occupa-
tion taxes which the city is authorized to collect under the 
state laws, ordinances and the city charter. And the col-
lector shall be charged upon the books of the auditor with 
the face value of each receipt so delivered to the collector, 
who shall be held responsible for the same until his annual_ 
settlement with the auditor, at which time he shall return to 
the auditor all unused tax receipts and receive credit' there-
for. He shall furnish in like manner the receipts for all dog 
licenses and tags accompanying same, charging the collector 
with the amounts represente(i therein, likewise holding him 
resPQnsible for same until his annual settlement, when he 
shall receive credit for the unused receipts and tags. 

Sec. 31. All changes in the amounts of original receipts Changfs in amounts 

shall be by order of the council, directing what change is to of original receipts 

be made, and shall be made by the auditor, who shall keep a 
book in which all such orders shall be recorded; provided 

Separations upon re
ceipts. 
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Partial payments of that when it is desired to pay on any property less than aU 
taxes. the property em braced in such receipt, the assessor shall 

Erroneous asscss-
mcntsofpoll taxes. make out a receipt for the property so desi.red to be paid on, 

No officer allowed t 

which receipt when made shall be at the same valuation as 
was given such property in the original assessment, and 
which spall be delivered by the assessor to the collector, 
after the assessor makes a note across the face of the original 
receipt, stub and roll, designating the property paid on in 
'such manner as will enable the property embraced in said 
original receipt, and not paid on, to be readily distinguished 
from that paid on. Where one or more separations have 
been made upon a rscBipt, the collector shall not receive the 
balance due upon the original receipt, but whenever any 
party de~ires to pay th~ balance due thereon, he shall pay 
the same upon a receipt likewise issued by the assessor. 
Whenever any person shall desire to make partial payments 
of taxes upon real estate other than homesteads, in any re-
ceipt where personal property is also included therein, he 
shall be required to pay such proportionate part of taxes due 
on said personal property as the value of the real estate he 
pays upon bears to the total value of real estate included in 
said original receipt. Provicled, in case of poll taxes being er
roneously assessed on the rolls by tbe assessor, where par
ties are over or under age, or are non-residents~ the assessor 
may, upon affidavit of said party or other sufficient evidence, 
make corrections of same upon the rolls, stubs and receipts, 
keeping a record thereof, and so reporting to the auditor. 

Sec. 32. No officer shall be allowed to reduce, diminish 
make reduction or remit any portion of any tax, interest or penalty due to 

~ the city. 
of taxe's, etc. 

Failure to pay taxes. Sec. 33 . . If any person, firm or corporation shall fail or 
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refuse to pay taxes imposed upon his, their or its property, 
on or before the first day of June of each year, the city col-

Sales of persona 
property, when ana 
how made. 

lector shall seize, levy upon, and sell so much personal prop- Hanluuptcy or as 
signmellt of mer 

erty belonging to such person, firm or corporation, whether chant. 

a resident or non-resident, as may be sufficient to pay his 
taxes, together with all interest, penalty and costs accruing 
thereon, and proceed to sell the same. And in making sales 
of personal property the collector shall give notice of the 
time and place of sale, together with a brief description of 
the property levied on and to be sold, at least ten days previous 
to the day of sale, by advertisement, in writing, to be posted 
a t the court hOll se door of Bexar county and two other public 
places in the city of San Antonio; and said sale shall take 
place at the court house door of Bexar county and by public 
auction. In all cases where any dealer of merchandise, 
wares, or goods of any kind subject to ad valm'em or occupa-

tion taxes, under the provisions of the ordinances of this city, 
shall after rendition or assessment of the same, or after be-
coming liable for any occupation tax, become bankrupt, or 
make an assignment, then the collector shall at once present 
to the receiver or assignee of said dealer, for payment, the 
amount due on said taxes; and in case of failure of said re-
ceiver or assignee to at once pay the amount of such taxes, 
the collector shall levy upon, seize and sell so much of said 
merchandise, wares or goods as will satisfy the amount of 
su~h taxes, interest, penalty and costs due thereon, and the 
said taxes, until paid, shall constitute a prior lien on the said 
merchandise, wares or goods. . 

Sec. 34. When a purchaser at a sale of personal prop- Purchasers of per 

erty shall have paid the amount bid by him, he, the collector, ~~~a;al~~~perty a 

shall deliver the property so sold to him, and shall execute 
and deliver to said purchaser a certificate of purchase, and 

i 
" 
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the proceeds of same shall be appropriated to the payment 
of the taxes, interest, penalty and costs, for which the same 
was sold, and all costs incu~red in making the sale; and it 
there be a residue, after the payment of said t&xes and 
charges, the same shall be paid over to the person whose 
property was sold, or deposited in the city treasury subject 

to his order. 

I 
Del1nquent tax list l (Sec. 35. If any person shall fail, neglect or refuse to 
Penalty added. pay the taxes upon him, her, or it, or his, their or its prop
Levy upon propert erty, within the time prescribed by this ordinanc1', the city 

by collector. 
Notice of tax sal, collector shall make nut a delinquent list of all per;")ons who 

how given. have failed, neglected or refused to pay such taxes, adding 
Delinquent proper ~ th t (10) 1 f h f how sold. ere 0 ten per cent.;ts a pena ty -or t us re using or 
Fees of collector for' neglecting to pay such taxes, and shall by virtue of his tax 

'delinquent sa.le. list and assessment roll, levy upon so much property liable 
to taxation, belonging to such persons, as may be sufficient 
to pay all such taxes, interest, penalty and costs. And the 
collector shall give notice of the time and place of sale by 
advertisement, in writing, giving the name of the party, if 
known, and if not known stating such fact, and giving a de
scription of the property, and the amount of taxes, interest, 
penalty and costs due thereon. $uch notice shall be pub
lished in the official journal of the city, and shall also be 
posted at the mayor's office. the collector's office, and two 
other different public places in the city. At the date men
~ioned in the advertisement the collector shall proceed to sell 
such property at public auction, in front of the court house 
door of Bexar county; provided, that when real estate is 
offered for sale, the smallest portion thereof, for which any 
person will take the same and pay taxes, interest, penalty 
and costs, and fees, shall be sold. For such advertisement 
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and levy the collector shall be allowed such fees as are pro
vided by the charter of the city of San Antonio. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN. 

TAXES, OCCUPATION. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the city collector on 
the first business day of every month to file in the office of 
the city auditor a list of all persons and corporations pursu
ing taxable occupations, who have paid their occupation tax 
to the city. Said list shall separate the various occupations 
su bject to such taxes, and shall be ar·ranged alphabetically, 

I and opposite each name the date of expiration of the occupa-
I tion tax receipt shall be noted. 

i 
i 

Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful on the part of the collector 
to receive partial payments on account of occupation taxes, 
but the same shall be received by him only for the full 
periods authorized by the laws of the state. 

Sec.!l. After said list of persons and corporations, 
who shall hav,e paid their occupation taxes, shall have been 
by the collector deposited 'in the office of the city auditor, it 
shall be the duty of said auditor to furnish the city marshal 
a true copy of said list and to retain the original in his office. 

Sec. 4. After recei ving said copy from the office of th~ 
auditor, it shall be the duty of the marshal, assistant mar
shals and all city police officers under the direction of the 
marshal to make diligent inquiry concerning all other per
sons pursuing occupations, callings and professions subject 
to occupation taxes, according to the laws of the state, and 

City collector to file 
list of persons who 
have paid occupa
tion tax. when and 
how, 

Partial pay men ts 
not to be l'eceived. 

City auditor to file 
list of delinquents 
in occupation tax
es with city mar
shal. when. 

Duty of marshal ill !,~ 
regard to delin-
quent occupation 
taxes. 
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through the marshal, without delay to report their names 
and occupations to the city attorney, together with the names 

of the witnesses by whom the facts may be proved. 

Sec. 5. Thereupon it shall be the duty of the city at-Duty of city attor
ney in regard to 
delinquentoccupa- torney to institute proceedings and prosecutions against all 
tion tax_ 

List of delinquent 
taxes to be given 
assistant city at
torney, when_ 

How to pay delin
quent, taxes. 

delinquents, in accordance with existing ordinances. 

CHAPTER· TWENTY-EIGHT. 

DELINQUENT TAXES. 

Section 1. When the city collector has made his an-, . 
nual settlement and delivered to the auditor the rolls, re-
ceipt books of all uncollected taxes, together with the lists of 
all delinquent taxes, and has received credit for all of the 
uncollected taxes, on the hooks of the auditor, the auditor 
shall deliver same to the assistant city attorney, in charge of 

the collection of back taxes. 

Sec. 2. Any person desiring to pay delinquent taxes of 
previous years shall first proceed to the office of the assistant 
city attorney., who shall make statements of all taxes due, to
gether with all interest, penalty and costs, and shall prepare 

receipts covering same. 

This receipt shall be on forms furnished by the auditor 
and similar to the receipts originally issued by the assessor. 

He shall then upon a book specially prepared for the 
purpose and furnishtd to him by the auditor, enter a full 
description of every receipt so issued. He shall then sign his 
name on the margin of said receipt and together detach the 
receipt and middle stub and deliver same to the collector, 
which shall then be his authority to receive the amount due 

thereon. 
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When said amount is paid to the collector he shall 1'e 
ceipt for same by signing the receipt and the stub. He shall 
then detach the receipt from the stub. giving same to the 
party so paying, and keep on file the stub until the close of 
the month, which shall be tiled with his monthly report to the 
auditor. 

·Sec. 3. No receipt for back taxes of previous years Receipts for back 
taxes, how gi ven. 

shall be given by the collector except upon a receipt fur-
nished and countersigned by the assistant city attorney. 

~----- - - ,- .~::.:::. -
Sec. 4. The gssistant city attorney shall at the close 

of each month make an itemized report u~der oath of all re
ceipts furnished by him to the collector during the month, 
and shall file said report with the auditor. 

Sec. , 5. 'rhe auditor shall then compare the monthly 
report of the assistant city attorney together with the collec
tors monthly report of collections of aU back taxes and if 
they agree, he shall approve same. He shall then enter upon 
the record of delinquent taxes in his office all of said pay
ments made during the month, giving opposite the property 
on which the payments were made, the date of payment and 
number of receipt . 

. Sec. 6. The provisions of this chapter shall cover all 
payments made ori back taxes after the thirty-first day of 
May 1899. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE. .. 
TREASURER. 

I temized report to be 
filed , when. 

Auditor'S duties in 
regard to certain 
reports. 

These provisions 
cover all payments 
from. when. 

Section 1. The treasurer of this city shall, before he Oath a.nd bond of 

enters upon the duties vf his office, take and subscribe to an 
city treasurer, 



Duties of city treas
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I ertain fines and 
rents set aside. 
how. 

Separate statements 
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oath before some officer authorized to administer oaths, well, 
truly and faithfully to discharge the duties of his office, and 

enter into bond, with two or more good and solvent securi
ties, to be approved by the mayor and city counciL in the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars ,($100,000), payable to 
the city of San Antonio, said bond to be conditioned for a 
strict account and payment of all moneys that may come into 
his hands, and for the faithful performance of all duties that 
are or may be imposed upon him by the charter and ordi
nances of this city. 

Sec. 2. rrhe city treasurer shall keep regular and cor
rect accounts, and render full and correct quarterly state
ments of his receipts and disbursements for the city, stating 
each fund separately, to the city council, and, whenever at 
other times he may be required by them, shall do and per
form such other acts and duties as the city council may re
quire, and for his services shall receive a commission of one 
and one half (it) per centum on all moneys that may come 
into his hands by virtue of hjs office; provided, such commis
sion shall not exceed twelve hundred dollars ($1200) per 
annum; and further, provided, that such commission shall not 
be charged upon the amount remaining in his hands and 
transferred to his successor in office, and at the expiration 
of his term of office he shall turn over to his successor all 
books, pavers, accounts, etc., pertaining to his office. 

Sec. 3. All fines accruing from the recorder's court 
shall be set aside, with the market rents, for the payment of 
the police. 

Sec. 4. The city collector and city treasurer shall be, 
and are hereby, required, in making their monthly reports, 
to make out separate statements of all moneys collected and 
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paid out by th~~ ap:pert~iI!ing to the general and special 
funds, 

CHAPTER THI~TY. 

WARDS. 

Section 1. As provided by Section 4, of the charter, 
the city shall be and is hereby divided into eight wards, the 
boundaries whereof shall be as follows, to-wit: 

WARD No. 1.-Beginning at the intersection of the San 
Antonio river and West Corumerce street, thence along West 
Commerce street to South Laredo street, thence south along 
South Laredo street to Parrall street, thence west along Par
raIl street to 1. & G. N. R. R. track, thence in a southwest
erly direction along said 1. & G. N. R. R. track to west city 
limits line, thence south and east along the city limits to San 
Antonio river, thence northerly with the meanders of the 
river to place of beginning. 

WARD No. 2,-Beginning at the intersection of West 
Commerce street and Laredo street, thence south along 
South Laredo street to Parrall street, tl}.ence west along Par 
rall street to 1. & G. N. R. R. track to west city limits, thence 
north along city limits to New Hampshire avenue, thence 
east along New Hampshire avenue and West Commerce 
street, thence along West Commerce st'reet to place of be
ginning. 

VVARD No, 3.-Beginning at the intersection of West 
Comrnerce street and San Pedro creek, thence west along 
West Commerce street and New Hampshire avenue to west 
city limits, thence north and east along city limits to Fred-

City divided 
efght wards. 

into 
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into ericksburg road, thence southeast and along Fredericksburg 
road to the San Pedro creek, thence in a sou therly direction 

with the meanders of the creek to the place of the beginning. 

WARD No. 4. - Beginning at the intersection of West 
Commerce street and San Antonio river, thence west along 
West Commerce street to the San Pedro creek, thence in a 
northerly direction with the meanders of the creek to the 
Fredericksburg road, thence northwest along the Fred
ericksburg road to the north ci1/y limits, thence east along 
the city limits to the San Antonio river, thence in a southerly 
direction with the meanders of the river to the place of be 
ginning. 

WARD No. 5.-Beginning at the intersection of the San 
Antonio river and East Commerce street, thence southeast 
along East Commerce street to Chestnut street, thence north 

along Ohestnut street to Ninth street, thence ,along Ninth 
street to Madre ditch, thence in a northerly direction with 
the meanders of the di~ch to the San Antonio river, thence in 
a southerly direction with the meanders of the river to the 
place of beginning. 

WARD No. 5.-Beginning at the intersection of East 
Commerce street and Chestnut street, thence north along 
Ohestnut street to Ninth street, thence along Ninth street to 
Madre ditch, thence in a northerly direction with the mean
ders of the Madre ditch and the San Antonio river to the 
north city limits, thence east and south along the city limits 
to East Oommerce street, thence northwest along East Com
merce street to New Braunfels avenue, thence north two 
blocks on New Braunfels avenue to East Commerce street, 
thence along East Commerce 'street to place of beginning. 

WARD No. 7.·-Beginning at the intersection of Ea.,t 
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Commerce and Water street, thence east along East Oom
merce street to New ·Braunfels avenue, thence south two 
blocks on New Braunfels avenue to East Commerce street, 

thence southeast along East Commerce street to east city 
limits, thence south and west along the city limits to San 
Juan road, thence northeast along San Juan road to Presa 
street to South Alamo street, thence north along South 
Alamo street to Water street, thence northeast along Water 
street to place of beginning. 

I WARD No. S.-Beginning at the intersection of East 
Commerce street and San Antonio river, thence southeast 
along East Oommerce street to Water street, thence south-

I west along Water street to South Alamo street, thence south 
along South Alamo street to South Presa street and San 
Juan road to south city limits, thence west along city limits 
to San Antonio river, thence in a northerly direction with 
the meanders of the river to the place of beginning. 

OHAPTER THIRTY-ONE. 

WEIGHER, PUBLIC. 

Section 1. The mayor, by and with the consent of the 
city council, shall appoint some suitable person to perform 
the duties of the office of public weigher. 

Public weigber. 

I 

Sec. 2. The standard of weights and measures used in Standard of weights 

the city of San Antonio shall be conformable to those estab- and measures. 

lished by law. 

Sec. 3. The person appointed city public weigher shall Oath and bond of 

take the oath of office prescribed by law, and shall give a 
bond in the sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00), payable to 

publi,c weigher. 
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the city of San Antonio, conditioned for the faithful per
formance of the duties of his office. 

Sec. ll. It shall be the duty of the city public weigher 
to correctly weigh all corn, hay, sheaf oats, fodder or other 
long forage, and such other like commodities as may be 
offered to be sold by weight in the markets to the citizens of 
San Antonio, and shall give to the owner or agent a certifi
cate showing the date on which said commodity was weighed, 
and the gross as well as the net weight of the same. 

Sec. 5. He shall be provided by the city with a well
bound book, in which he shall enter the names of all persons 
weighing articles, for which certificates may be gi ven, retain
ing stubs of certificates issued, showing the names of the 
owner or agent, the kind of article or produce weighed, the 
date of weighing, the gross and net weight, and fees collected 
for the same. 

Sec. 6. He shall have and exercise in the discharge of 
his duties, all the powers and authority of a police officer; 
and it shall be his duty to arrest or cause to be arrested and 
brought before the recorder of the city, all persons violating 
the provisions of this ordinance. 

Sec. 7. He shall be entitled to collect from the owners 
\ 

or agents of the articles weighed, the sum of ten cents per 
load; provided, that in the weighing of coal, he shall be en
titled to charge only at the rate of ten (10) cents per ton, or 
fraction thereof. 

Compensation of 
public weigber. 

Sec. 8. The city public weigher, as provided for in . 
this chapter, shall receive as compensation for his services 

for Shall receipt 
fees, how. all of the fees collected under Section 7 hereof; pro-
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videa, that he shall receipt for fees only upon blanks fur- Shall report to audI-
tor. how. nished by the city auditor, and keep a strict account of all 

l~ees In excess of $60
1 such fees collected, and make a sworn statement to the IJCr month. howells. ' 

auditor at the end of each month, showing a detailed state-
ment of all fees collected, and shall file with the said report 
the duplicate stubs from all the receipts so issued; and p1'O

vided !,urthe1", that all fees so collected shall not amount to 
more than sixty dollars ($60) per month, in which.event all 
fees in excess of that sum shall be turned in to the city 
treasurer, as belonging to the city. 

TAX ORDINANCES. 

AN ORDINANCE 

To Levy an occupation tax for the fiscal year, ending February 28th, 1887 . • 

Be it OTdained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there' v'=-) and is hereby levied, for the 
municipat year, begining March 1st, 1886, and ending Febru
ary 28th, 1887, from every person, firm or association of per
sons pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the laws of 
the state of Texas, one-half of the state tax imposed on such 
occupation, subject to such limitations and restrictions as 
may be imposed by the laws of the state and ordinances of 
the city. 

[Passed and approved October 20th, 1886.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To Levy an occl:pation tnx for the fiscal yeRr, ending February 29th, 1888. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. Tflat there shall be levied and collected 

posco of. 

j 
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from every person, firm or association of persons, pursuing· 
any of the occupations taxed by the laws of Texas, one-half 
of the state tax so imposed on such .occupation, subject to 
such limitations and restrictions as may be imposed by the 
laws of the state, and that all occupations heretofore taxed 
by the city, which have not. been taxed by the state, shall con
tinue to pay the same rate of occupation tax as heretofore 

estab1ish~d. 

[Passed and approved October 3rd, 1887.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy an occupation tax fur the fiscal year, ending February 28th, 1889. 

Be it Ordained by the Oity Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be levied and collected 
from every person, firm or asso<:(iation of persons, pursuing 
any of the occupations taxed b;y the laws of Texas, one-half 
of the state tax so imposed on such occupation, subject to 
such limitations and restrictions as may be imposed by the 
laws of the state, and that all occupations heretofore taxed 
by the city, which have not been taxed by the state, shall 
continue to pay the same rate of occupation tax as heretofore 

established. 

[Passed and approved November 19th, 1888.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy an occupation tax for the fiscal year, ending February 28th, 1890. 

Be it Ordained by the Oity Oouncil of the Oity of San Antonio: . 

Section 1. That there shall be levied and collected 
from every person, firm, or association of persons pursuing 
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any of the occupations taxed by the laws of Texas, one-half 
of the state tax so imposed on said occupations, subject to 
such limitations and restrictions as may be imposed by the 
laws of the state, and that all occupations heretofore taxed 
by the city, which have not been taxed by the state, shall 
continue to pay the same rate of occupation tax as heretofore 
established. 

[Passed and approved May 23rd, 1889.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy an occupation tax .. tor the fi-scal year 1892. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council Of the City of Sa.n Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be levied and collected 
from every person, firm or association of persons, pursuing 
any of the occupations taxed by the laws of the state of 
Texas one-half of the ,state tax so imposed on such occupa· 
tion, subject to such limitations and restrictions as may be 
imposed by the laws of the state, and that all occupations 
heretofore taxed by the city, which have not been taxed by 
the state, shall continue to pay the same rate of occupation 
tax as heretofore established. 

[Passed and approved February 25th, 1892.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy an occupation tax for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1893. 

I Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there be and is hereby levied for the 
ill unicipal year beginning June 1st, 1893, and ending May 
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31st, 1894, from every person, firm or association of persons, 
pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the laws of the 
state of Texas, one·half of the state tax imposed on such 
occupation, subject to such limitations and restrictions as 
may be imposed by the laws of the state and the ordinances 

of the city. 

[Passed and approved June 19th, 1893.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll tax and ad valorem tax for the support of the city gov

ernment for the fis9a1 year ending February 28th, l887. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there be and is hereby levied for the 
municipal year beginning March 1st, 1886, and ending Feb
ruary 28th, 1887, on every male inhabitant of this city who 
has resided in this city six months prior to March 1st, 1886, 
between the ages of twenty-one and sixty years. not otherwise 
exempt by _the laws of the state, a poll tax of one dollar ($1.00). 

Sec. 2. That there be and is hereby levied for general 
purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending February 
28th, 1887, on all property, real and personal, within the 

~imits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances of the city, an ad 

valo'rem tax of and at the rate of eighty-five (85) cents upon 
everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

S~c. 3. That to provide for the payment of the interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there be and is hereby 
levied a special tax of twenty (20) cents on everyone hun-
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dred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all property mentioned in 

Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. rrhat to provide for the payment of the indebt
edness of the city, for the construction and furnishing of the 
city hospital~ there be and is hereby levied on all the real and 
personal property of this city, subject to taxation, a special 
tax of ten (10) cents on everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) 

valuation. 

Sec. 5. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th day of May~ 1882, that there be and 
is hereby levied for the municipal year 1886, a special tax of 
ten (10) cents on every hundred dollars ($100) valuation of 
real and personal property of this city, subject to taxation, 
for the support and maintenance of the city public schools. 

[Passed and approved October 20th, 1886.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll and ad valorem tax for the support of the city government 

for the fiscal year ending February 29th, 1888. 

Be it Ordained by the City CoU'ncil of the Oity of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
the municipal year commencing March 1st, 1887, and ending 
Pebruary 29th, 1888, a poll tax of one dollar ($1.00) on every 
male inhabitant of this city between the ages of twenty-one 
and sixty years, not otherwise exempted by the laws 
of this state, who has resided in this city six months prior to 
March 1st, 1887. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be ahd is hereby levied for 
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general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
February 29th, 1888. on all property, real or personal, within 
the limits of this city. not otherwise exempted by the con
stitution and laws of this state and ordinances of the city, an 
ad valOTem tax of and at the rate of ninety-four (94) cents 
upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the .payment of the interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is hele
by levied a special tax of twenty (20) cents on everyone 
hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all the property men
tioned in the second section thereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th day of March, ' 1882, that there shall 
be and is hereby levied for the municipal year 1887 a special 

tax of six (6) cents on everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) 
valuation of real and personal property of this city, subject 
to taxation, for the support and maintenance of the city 
pu blic schools. 

[Passed and approved October 3rd! 1887.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To leyy a poll and ad valorem tax for the support of the city government, 

for the fiscal year ending February 28th, 1889. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council oj the City oj San Anton'io: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied 
for the municipal year commencing March 1st, 1888, and 
ending February 28th, 1889, a poll tax of one dollar ($1.00) on 
every male inhabitant of this city between the ages of twen
ty·one (21) and sixty (60) years, not otherwise exempted by 
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the laws of this state, who has resided in this city six months 
prior to March 1st, 1888. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
gene'ral purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 

February 28th, 1889, on all property, real or personal, within 
the limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the consti
tution and laws of this state and ordinances of the city, an ad 

valOTem tax of and at the rate of eighty-four (84) cents upon 

everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the inter
est on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking 
fund for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is 
hereby levied a special tax of twenty (20) cents on everyone 
hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all property men

tioned in Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th .day of March, 1882, that there shall 
be and is hereby levied for the municipal year 1888, a special 

tax of six (6) cents or:t everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) 
valuation of real and personal property of this city, subject 
to taxation, for the support and maintenance of the city 

pu blic schools. 

[Passed and approved November l~th, 1888.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll and ad valorem tax for the support of the city government 

for the fiscal year, ending February 28th, 1890. 

f Be it Ordained by the Oity Oouncilof the Oity of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
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the municipal year commencing March 1st, 1889. and ending 
February 28th, 1890, a poll tax of one dollar ($1.00) on every 
male inhabitant of this city between the ages of t.wenty-one 
and sixty years, not otherwise exempted by the laws of this 
sta.te, who has resided in this city six months prior to March 
1st, 1889. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
general purposes for the municipal or fiscal yea ]', ending 
February 28th, .1890, on all property, real or personal, within 

. the limits of tbis city, not otherwise exempted by tbe con

stitution and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, 
an ad valorem tax of and at the rate of eighty (8 fJ) cents upon 
everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the in 

terest on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking 
fund for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is 
hereby levied a special tax of twenty-five (25) cents on every 
one bundred dollars ($100.00) on all the property mentioned 
in Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at 
an election held on the 8th day of March, 1882, there shan be 
and is hereby levied for the municipal year, ending 1889, a 
special tax of ten (10) cen~s on every hundred donars ($100.00) 
valuation of real and personal property of this city, subject 
to taxation, for the support and maintenance of the city pub
lic schools. 

[Passed and approved February 17th, 1890.] 
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AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll and ad valorem tax for the support of the city government 

for the fiscal year ending February 28th. 1891. 

Be it Ordained by the Cit?! Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied 
for the municipal year commencing March 1st, 1890, and 
ending February 28th, 1891, a poll tax of one dollar ($1.00) on 
every male inhabitant of this city between the ages of twen
ty-one and sixty years, not otherwise exempted by the laws 
of this state, who has resided in the city six months prior to 

March 1st, 1890. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
February 28th, 1891, on all property, real or personal, within 
the limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the consti
tution and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an 
ad valorem tax of and at the rate of ninety (90) cents on every 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is here
by levied a special tax of ten (10) cents on everyone hundred 
dollars ($100.00) on all the property mentioned in the second 

section hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the' property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th of March, 1882, there shall be and is 
hereby levied for the municipal year 1890, a special tax of ten 
(10) cents on everyone hundred ($100.00) valuation of real 
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and person property of this city, subject to taxation, for the 
support and maintenance of the city putlic schools. 

[Passed and approved February 3rd. 1891.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll and ad valorem tax for the support of the city govern
ment for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1892. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San A'(I-tonio: 

Section 1. 0 That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
the municipal year ending May 31st, 1892, a poll tax of one 
dollar ($1.00) on every male·,inhabitant of this city between 
the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, not otherwise ex
empt by the laws of this state, who has resided in this city 
six months prior to June 1st, 1891. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 

May 31st, 1892, on all property, .real or personal, within the 
city limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the ~on
stitution and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, 
an ad valorem tax of and at the rate of one dollar and five 
cents ($1.05) upon every~one hundred dollars ($100.00) valua
tion. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of interest 
on the bonded debt of the city and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is here
by levied a special tax of .0295 cents on everyone hundred 
dollars ($100.00) valuation on all the property mentioned in 
Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an elec-
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. tion held on the 8th day of March, 1882, there shall be and is 
hereby levied for the municipal year 1891~92, a special tax of 

ten (10) cents upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valua
tion of re'al and personal property of this city, subject to 
taxation. for the support and maintenance of the city public 
schools. 

Sec. 5. That to provide for the payment of the com
pletion of the city hall building there shall be and is hereby 
levied for the municipal year ending May 31st. 1892, a 
special tax of .0165 cpnts on everyone hundred dollars 
($100.00) valuation on all the property mentioned in Section 2 
hereof. 

[Pa~sed and approved February 25th, 1892.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll and ad valorem tax for the support of the city govern

ment of the city of San Antonio for the fiscal year ending May 
31st, 1893. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council oj the City oj San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
the municipal year ending May 31st, 1893, a poll tax of one 
dollar ($1.00') on every male inhabitant of this city, between 
the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, not otherwise exempt 
by the laws of this state, who has resided in this city six 
Inonths prior to June 1st, 1893, 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is here by levied, for 
general purposes, for the municipal or fisca.l year, ending 
May 31st, 1893, on all property, real or personal, within the 
limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an ad 
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vaZvrern tax of and at the rate of one dollar ($1.00) upon every 

one hundred ($100.00) valuatiol1. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of tile interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is here
by levied a special tax of thirty-one (31) cents on everyone 
hundred dollCLrs ($100.00) valuation on all the property men

tioned in the second section hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th day of ,March. 1882, there shall be 
and is hereby levied, for the municipal year of '92 and '93, a 
special tax of ten (10) cent~ on everyone hundred dollars 
($101).00) valuation of real and personal property of this city, 
subject to taxation, for the support and maintenance of the 

city public schools. 

Sec. 5. That to provide for the payment of the com
pletion of the "city hall" building, there shall be and is' here
by levied for the municipal year ending May 31st, 1893, a 
special tax of nine (9) cents on everyone hundred donars 

($100,00) valuation on all the property mentioned in the sec

ond section hereof. . 

[Passed and approved April 17th, 1893.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll, ad valorem and occupation tax for the support of t,he city . 

government of the city of San Antonio for the fiscal year ending 

May 31st, 1k94. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council oj the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
the municipal year ending May 31st, 1894, a poll tax of one dol-
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lar ($1.00) on every male inhabitant of this city between the 
ages of twenty-one and sixty years, .not otherwise exempt by· 

the laws of this state. who has resided in this city six 
i months prior to June 1st. 1893 . 

. Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby levied·for 
general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
May 31st, 1894, on all property, real and personal, within the 
limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an ad 

valorem tax of. and at the rate of one dollar ($1.00) upon every 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is here
by levied a special tax of thirty (30) cents on everyone hun

dred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all property mentioned in 
the second section hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 

election held on the 8th day of March, 1882, there shall be 
and is hereby levied for the municipal year 1893-94, a special 
tax of ten (10) cents on everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) 
and also in accordallce with an ordinance passed on Febru
ary 6th, 1894, and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 

• election held on February 28th. 1894, there shall be levied for 
the municipal year 1893-94, an· additional tax of ten (10) cents 

upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation of real 
and personal property of this city, subjecttQtaxation, for the 
support and maintenance of the city public schools. 

Sec. 5. 'fhat there shall be and is hereby levied for the 
municipal year beginning June 1st, 1894, and ending May 
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31st, 1895, from every person, firm or association of persons, 
pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the laws of the 
state of Texas, one·half of the state tax imposed upon such 
occupation, subject to such limitations and restrictions as 
may be imposed by the laws of the state and the ordinances 

of the city. 

[Passed April 16th, 1894.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll, ad valorem and occupation ta~ for the support of the city 

government of the city of San Antonio, a tax to pay interest on the 

bonded debt of saiJ city, and maintain sinking fund, together with a 
tax for the support and maintenance of the public schools of said 

city, all for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1895. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied 
for the municipal year ending May 31st, 1895, a poll tax of 
one dollar ($1.00) on every male inhabitant of this city be
tween the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, not otherwise 
exempt by the laws of this state, who has resided in this city 

six months prior to June 1st, 1894. 

Sec. 2. ~rhat there shall be and is hereby levied for 
general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
May 31st, 1895, on all property, real and personal, within the 

)1 mits of the ci~, not otherwise exempted by the constitution 
and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an ad 

valorem tax of and at the rate of one dollar ($1.00) upon every 

one hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is 
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hereby levied .a spedal -tax of-forty-:five.(45) cents on 'every 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all the property 
mentioned in Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th day May, 1882, there shall be and is 
hereby levied for the municipal year 1894-95, a special tax of 
ten (10) cents, and also in accordance with an ordinance 
passed on February 28th, 1894, there shall be levied for the 
municipal year 1894-95, an additional tax of ten (10) cents 
upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation of real 
and personal property of this city, subject to taxation, for 
the support and maintenance of the city public schools. 

Sec. 5. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
the municipal year beginning June 1st. 1894, and ending May 

31st, 1895, from every person, :firm or association of persons 
pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the laws of the 
State of Texas, one-half of the state tax imposed upon such 
occupations, subject to such limitations and restrictions as 
may be imposed by the laws of the state and the ordinances 
of the city. 

[Passed and approved April 29th, 1895.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll, ad valorem and occu pation tax for the support of the city 
government of the city of San Antonio, a tax to pay interest on the 
bonded debt of said city and maintain sinking fund, together with 
a tax for the support and maintenance of the public schools of said 

I city, all for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1896. 
I 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

. Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied 
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for the municipal year ending May 31st, 1896, a poll tax of 
-one dollar ($1.00) on every male inhabitant of this city be
tween the ages of twenty-one and sixty years~ not otherwise 
.exempt by the laws of this state, who has resided in this 

city twelve months previous to J un~~ 1st, 1895. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby. levied for 

;general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending May 
.31st, 1896, on all property, real and personal, within the 
limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an 
-ad valorern tax of and at the rate of ninety-three (93) cents on 

everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the interest 
,on the bonded debt of the city and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is here
by levied a spe~ial tax of fifty-two (52) cents on everyone 

hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all the property men

tioned in Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th day of May, 1882, there shall be and 
is hereby levied for the municipal year 1895-96 a special tax 
of ten (10) cents, and also in accordance with an o:r:dinance 
passed on February 6th, 1894, and ratified by the property 
taxpayers at an election held on February 28th, 1894, there 
s hall be levied for the municipal year 1895·-96 an additional 
tax of ten (10) cents upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) 
valuation of real and personal property of this city, subject 
to taxation, for the support and maintenance of the city 

pu blic schools. 

Sec. 5. That there shall be and is hereby levied for the 

municipal year beginning June 1st, 1895, and ending May 
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31st. 1896, from every person, firm or association of persons 
pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the laws of the 
state of Texas, one-half of the state tax imposed upon such 
occupations, subject to-such limitations and restrictions as 
may be imposed by the laws ~f the state and the ordinances 
of this city. 

[Passed and approved March 3rd, 1896.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll, ad valorem and occupation tax for the support of the 

city government of the city of San Antonio, a tax to pay interest on 

the bonded debt of said city and maintain the sinking fund, to

gether with a tax for the support and maintenance of the public 

schools of said city, all for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1897. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council oj the City oj San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 
the municipal year ending May 31st, 1897, a poll tax of one 
dollar ($1.00) on every male inhabitant of this city between 
the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, not otherwise ex
empt by the laws of this state, who has resided in this city 
twelve months previous to June 1st, 1896. 

Sec. 2. . That there shall be · and is hereby levied for 
general purposes, for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
May 31st, 1897, on all property, real and personal, within the 
limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an ad 

valorell'i tax of and at the rate of ninety-six an!d a half cents 
(96t) upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the inter
est on the bonded debt 'of the city, and to create a sinking 
fund for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is 
hereby levied a special tax of fifty-three and a half (53!) 
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cents on everyone hundred' dollars ($100.00) on all the prop

erty mentioned in Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto- . 
fore passed and ratified by the ,property taxpayers, at an 
election held on the 8th day of May, 1882, there shall be and 
is hereby levied for the municipal year 1896-97 a special tax 
of' ten (10) cents; and, also, in accordance with an ordinance 
passed on February 6th, 1894, and ratified by the property 
taxpayers at an election held on Febauary 28th, 1894, there 
shall be levied for the municipal year 1896-97 an additional 
tax of ten (10) cents upon everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) 
valuation of real and personal property of this city, subject 
to taxation, for the support and maintenance of the city pub

lic schools. 

Sec. 5. That there shall be and is hereby levied for the 
municipal year beginning June 1st, 1896, and ending May 
31st, 1897, from every person, firm or association of persons, 
pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the laws of the 
state of Texas, one-half of the state tax imposed upon such 
occupations, subject to such limitations and restrictions as 
may be imposed by the laws of the state. and the ordinances 

of this city. 
[Passed and approved Apri119th, 1897.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll tax, ad valorem and occupation tax for the support of the 
city government of the city of San Antonio, a tax to pay interest on 
the bonded debt of said city and maintain the sinking fund, toget.her 
with a tax for the support and maintenance of the pllblic schools of 
said city, together with a special tax for the construction of a market 
house on Paschal square, all for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1898. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and ~s hereby levied 
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for the municipal year ending May 31st, 1898, a poll tax of one 
dollar (81.00) on every male inhabitant of this city between 
the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, not otherwise exempt 
by the laws of this state, who resided in this city twelve 
months previous to June 1st, 1897. 

Sec. 2. That there shap be and is hereby levied for 
the general purposes for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
May 31st, 1898, on all property. real or personal, within the 
limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances .of this city, an ad 

valorem tax of and at the rate of sixty-eight (68) cents upon 
everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the inter
est on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking 
fund for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is 
hereby levied a special tax of fifty-two (52) cents on every 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation on all the property 
mentioned in Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That i~ accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers, at an 
election held on the 8th day of May, 1882, there shall be and 
is hereby levied for the municipal year ending May 31st, 
1898, a special tax of ten (10) cents, and also in accordance 
with an ordinance passed on February 6th, 1894, and ratified 
by the property taxpayers at an election held February 28th, 
1894, there shall be levied for the municipal year 1897-98 an 
additional tax ~f ten (10) cehts upon every .one hundred dol
lars ($100.00) valuation of real and personal property of this 

, city, subject to taxation, for the support and maintenance of 
the city public schools. 
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Sec. 5. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 

the fiscal or municipal year beginning June 1st, 1897, and 
ending May 31st, 1898, from every person, firm or association 
of persons pursuing any of the occupations taxed by the 
laws of the state of Texas, one-half of the state tax imposed 
.upon such occupations, subject to such restrictions and limi
tations as may be imposed by the laws of the state and ordi-

nances of the city. 

Sec. 6. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 

the municipal year beginning June 1st, 1891", and ending May 
31st, 1898, a special tax of ten (10) cents on the one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) valuation for the purpose of erecting a 

market house on Paschal square . 
. [Passed and approved March 7th, 1898.] 

AN ORDINANCE 

To levy a poll tax, ad valorem and occupation tax for the support of the 
city government of the city of San Antonio, a tax to pay interest 
on the bonded debt of said city and maintain the· sinking fund, 

together with a tax for t~e support and maintenance of the public 
schools of said city; 8011 for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1899. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio: 

Section 1. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 

the municipal and fiscal year ending May 31st, 1899, a poll 
tax of one dollar (t1.00) on every male inhabitant of this city 
between the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, not other
wise exempt by the laws of this state, who resided in this 

city twelve months previous to J ?ne 1st, 1898. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be and is hereby levied for 

the general purposes for the municipal or fiscal year ending 
May 31st, 1899, on all property, real and personal, within the 
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limits of this city, not otherwise exempted by the constitu
tion and laws of this state and ordinances of this city, an 
ad valorem tax of and at the rate of one dollar ($1.00) upon 

everyone hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation. 

Sec. 3. That to provide for the payment of the interest 
on the bonded debt of the city, and to create a sinking fund 
for the ultimate payment thereof, there shall be and is here
by levied a special tax of fifty (50) cents on everyone 
hundred dollars valuation on all the property mentioned in 

Section 2 hereof. 

Sec. 4. That in accordance with an ordinance hereto
fore passed and ratified by the property taxpayers at an 
election held on the 8th day of May, A. D. 1882, there shall 
be and is hereby levied for the fiscal or municipal year end
ing May 31st, 1899, a special tax of ten (10) cents, and also in 

accordance with an ordinance passed on February 6th, 1894, 
and ratified by the property taxpayers at an election held on 
February 28th, 1894, there shall be levied for the municipal 

year 1898-99 an additional tax of ten (10) cents on everyone 
hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation of real and personal 
property in this city, subject to taxation, for the support and 

maintenance of the city public schools. 

Sec. 5. That there shall be and is hereby levied for the 
fiscal or municipal year beginning June 1st, 1898, and ending 
May 31st, 1899, upon every person or association of persons 

pursuing any occupation taxed by the laws of the state of 
Texas, one-half of the state tax imposed upon such occupa
tions, subject to such 1imitations and restrictions as rp.ay be 
imposed by the laws of the state of Texas and ordinances of 

_ the city. 
[Passed April 3rd, and approved April 7th, 1899.] 

• 

\. 
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REVISED 

.C~IMINAL O~DINANCES 

OF THE 

CITY Of SAN ' ANTONIO. 

[REVISED BY THEODORE HARRIS.] 

CHAPTER ONE. 

THE ALAMO. 

Section 1. Any person or persons offering for sale Articles not to b, 
sold in Alam( 

any article whatever in the Alamo building, or on the side- building 01' or 

walk in front of same, or on the ground belonging to the 

state in connection with the Alamo, shall be deemed guilty of 
an offense, and be fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor 

more than fifty dollars ($50.00). 

CHAPTER TWO. 

ANIMALS. 

Section 1. It shan be unlawful for horses, mules, 
jacks, jennets, cattle, sheep, goats, and swine to run at large 

in the city of San Antonio. 

premises. 

Penalty. 

Animals not to ru 
at large in city. 

Sec. 2. It shaH be the duty of the marshal to provide Public pound to t 
provided. 

a public pound, and to gather up, or cause to be gathered up, 
all horses, mules, jacks, cattle, sheep, goats and swine ;found 
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Animals at lal'ge to running at large in the limits hereinafter described, except 
be impounded. 

goats, which ' shall be gathered up in any part of the city Sale 0 f impounded 

li.oimals. limits, and he shall impound said animals, and after giving 

, 
five days notice by pUblication in the official journal" and 
by notice posted on the door of the county court house, 
police headq uarters and the main market house, sell same to 
the highest bidder for cash; provided, however, that the 
owner or his agent may redeem any animal so impounded at 
any time before the day of the sale by paying for each sheep, 
goat, calf or pig, fifty (50) cents and ten (10) cents a dayad
ditional for each day or a part of day such animal may have 
been impounded; and all animals, such as hog. horse, mule, 
jack, cow or steer, the sum of two dollars ($2.00) for im
pounding fee and fifty (50) cents per day additional for each 
day or part of day such animal may be impounded, to cover 
expenses of feeding and care of such animals, and in case of 
sale the expenses of advertising and sale of said animals 
shall be added to the cost herein provided, and the remainder 
vf the purchase money shall be disposed of as is provided by 
Section 4 of this ordinance. 

11 

11 

I Dispo:sition ofuosold 
.aniI"lals. Sec. 3. If at any time of sale no purchaser should be 

found for any of the animals impounded under the provis
ions of this ordinance, such animl'tl shall be disposed of in 
such manner as the city marshal may deem most advantage
ous to the interest of the city, according to the spirit and in
tent of this ordinance. 

Money received from Sec. 4. All moneys received by virtue of the provis-
sale of animals to 
be used, how. ions of this ordinance shall be appropriated. 

First. To the payment of all expenses incurred in catch
. ing, .impounding, keeping and selling said animals, as pro
. vided in Section 2, and jf there be any balance remaining 
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after paying said expenses, the same shall be turned over to 

the city treasurer, subject to the demand of the owner. 

Sec. 5. This chapter shall be restricted in its applica- Pound limits. 

tion to the following limits, to-wit: To what is known and BuUs not permltted to run at large in 

shown on the map of the city as the two mile circle, except city limits. 

in such, place or places as the present pound limits may go Penalty. 

beyond such two mile circle, where it shall remain as it 
now is; provided, that it shall be unlawful for the owner, 

agent or person having in charge any bull over one year of 
age, to permit such bull to run at large in any portion of the 
city limits. P.rovided further, that no animal within the 
pound limits, as herein defined, shall have a bell or other 
noisy instrument attached to it, whether confined or driven 
through the streets. Any such owner, agent, or person in 
charge, violating any of the provisions of this section shall 
be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction there-

for before the recorder, shall be fined in any sum not less 
than five dollars ($5.00), nor more than two hundred dollars 

($200.00). 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of all persons owning such Animals 
drive n 
pound 
when . 

animals as are named in this ordinance, within th~ limits de

scribed herein, to have the same securely penned, and such 
{)wners shall be allowed to drive their animals beyond the de
scribed limits in the morning before 8 o'clock, and to drive 
the same within the said limits after 5 o'clock in the evening, 
and in charge of competent persons, and they shall be re

sponsible for any damage which may be done by such ani-

mals. 

may b 
bayon 
limits 

Sec. 7. Any person or persons rescuing 01' turning Penalty for turf.

loose impounded animals by destroying the fence, or other- loose impouDd~ 1tnimals. 

wise, shall. upon conviction before the recorder, be fined in 
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Loose stock not to 
b~ driven within 
what limits. 
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any sum from five dollars ($5.00) to twenty·five dollars 
($25.00). 

Sec. 8. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive 
loose stock through any of the st.reets of the city of San An
tonio within the following limits, to-wit: Commencing on the 
south side of the iron bridge over the river at Grand avenue, 
thence east with Grand avenue to intersection of Walnut with 
Austin street, south along the line of the G. H. & S. A. rail
road tracks to where said tracks cross the S. A. & A. P. 
railroad tracks, thence west ~Jong track of S. A. & A. P. rail

road to South Laredo street, thence north on the line of South 
and North Frio street to North Laredo street, thence along 

the San Pedro creek to San Pedro park, thence east to 
Crockett place or avenue to Rock Quarry road, thence south 
to Jones street to place of beginning. 

·Wild horse or ani - Sec. 9. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride or 
mal not to be driv-
or ridden in city drive any wild horse, or other wild animal, in or through the 
limits. streets, alleys, or plazas of this city. 

Penalty for driving Sec. 10. Any person who shall be convicted before the 
animals into pound 
Jimits. etc. recorder of driving animals named in this ordinance from 

outside of, to, or within the limits prescribed'herein, for the 

purpose of impounding, or having the same impounded, shall 

be fined in a sum not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 
nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), and, in default 
of payment of the fine, be committed to the city prison. 

I l ruelty to animals 
defined. Sec. 11. Any pE-rson who shall kill, maim, wound, dis 

figure, poison or' cruelly and unmercifully beat and abuse 
any horse, ass, mule, cattle, sheep. goat, swine, dog or other 
domesticated animal, or who shall use any such animal which 
may, from diseased condition, accident or otherwise, be un-

Penalty. 
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able to perform the work, shall be guilty of the offense of 
cruelty to animals, and shall be punished by a fine not less 

than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than two hundred dollars 
($200.00), or' imprisonment in the city jail not to exceed three 

months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Sec. 12. If any person shall torture any animal, or Torturing animals. 

wound, maim or otherwise inflict any unusual punishment, 
or who shall, for the purpose of exhibition or amusement, in-
flict pain by sword, spear, darts, etc., upon any animal, shall 

be guilty of an offense: 

Sec. 13. The keeping of any wild animals, such as Keeping of wild ani 
mals. 

bears, panthers, wildca~s, . etc., in any manner so as to en- Penalty. 
danger life or property, or so as to be a nuisance to the 

neighborhood, within the limits of this city, is hereby de-

clared to be an offense, and any person who shall keep any 
s'uch animals, upon conviction before the recorder: shall be 
fined in any sum not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

Sec. 14. Any person desiring to keep any such animals, Wild animals, hov 

described in the preceding section, shall have them confined 

in a cage, well secured by iron bars, and, if they be permitted 
or allowed to escape, shall, upon conviction before the 
recorder, be fined in any sum not less than five dollars ($5.00) 

nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00)'. 

Sec. 15. It shall be unlawful for any of the animals 
mentioned in Section 1 of this chapter to r,un at large within 

the limits defined in Section 5 of this chapter. The owner of 
any of said animals found running at large within said limits 
shall be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction 
before the recorder, shall be fined not less than one dollar 

($1.00) nor more t~an twenty dollars ($20.00). 

kept. 

Penalty for escape. 

Penalty for animal 
described in Sec 
tion 1. found a 
large. 



Penalty for viola
tion 'of Sections 6, 
8.9 and 12. 

Public Balls. 

= 
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Sec. 16. Any person found guilty of a violation of 
Sections 6, 8, 9 and 12 of this chapter, shall be deemed guilty 
of an offense, and upon conviction before the recorder, shall . I 

be fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than one 
hundred dollars ($100.00). 

CHAPTER THREE. 

BALLS, PUBLIC: 

Section 1. All public balls in this city shall be unlaw
ful, unless by permit from the mayor; every public ball shall 
be attended during the whole time thereof by at least one 
policeman, who may be commissioned by the mayor for that 
purpose; it shall be discretionary with the mayor to grant or 
refuse any permit for a ball. 

'l Penalty. Sec. 2. Any person or persons violating the provisions 
of this ol'dinance shall be fined not less than ten dollars 
($10.00) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for each and every 
offense, or in default of payment shall be imprisoned not less 
than two nor more than ten days. 

\ 

\ 

CHAPTER FOUR. 

BAR-ROOMS AND THEATRES. 

Sale 9f liquors to Section 1. Any retailer of ardent spirits, or other 
minors or habitual person, who shall sell or give any habitual drunkard, or d r unkards. 

P~nalty minor under fourteen years of age, within the city limits, any 
intoxicating drink or vinous or fermented liquor, shall, for 
each and ever y such offense, on conviction thereof before the 
recorder, be fined not less than two dollars ($2.00) nor more 
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than ten dollars ($lQ.OO), ,and in default .of payment shall be 
committed to the city prison, or condemned to labor on the 
public works of the city, as provided in general ordinance. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of every keeper of a coffee Good order in coffee ( 
houses. res tau-

house, restaurant. bar-room, the proprietor or keeper of rants. etc. 

every public house, to maintain good order within the same, Penalty. 

and to prevent all persons who may be therein from disturb-
ing the peace a.nd tranquility of t.he neighborhood by cries, 
vociferations, songs or any music or disturbance; and every 
person keeping any of the above enumerated houses, who 
shall permit or tolerate such disorders within his or her 
house, shall be fined· not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor 

more than two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

Sec. 3. It shall be unlawful for the owner, leeses, 

manager, or proprietor of any theatre or other place of 
amusement -within the city to permit any vociferous lan
guage, loud hallooing, cursing or swearing, within such 
theatre or place of amusement; but the same shall be con
ducted in a peaceable and orderly manner, so that no inhabi

tant of the neighborhood may be disturbed thereby. 

Good order in the
atres and places of 
amusement. 

Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 

corporatio.n to establish, run, operate or control, or be con
cerned in establishing, running, operating or controlling any 
indecent, obscene or vulgar theatre, or other like pla(!8 oI 

amusement. 

Sec. 5. It shall be unlawful for any proprietor or 

agent, actor or actress, in the employment or under the con
trolor direction of such proprietor, running, operating and 
controlling any theatre, variety show or like place of amuse
ment, to act in any indecent, vulgar or obscene manner, or to 

Indecent theatrlca 
shoWS. 

Indecent actions 1 
theatres. . 

. ~ 
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dress himself or herself in any obscene, vulgar or indecent 
style, or to sing any vulgar, obscene or indecent song, or to 

act or to take part in any obscene, vulgar or indecent play, 
amusement, entertainment or dance. 1\ 

l 'enalty for viola-
tion of Sections 3. 
4 and 5. 

Sec. 6. Any person found guilty of a violation of Sec
tions 3, 4 and 5 of this chapter, shall, upon conviction before 
the recorder, be fined in any sum not less than twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00) and not exceeding two hundred dollars 
($200.00), except where any section herein shall provide for a 
special penalty for violation thereof. 

) 

I) 

!Btthing in public . .. 
Penalty flxe<1. 

I 

----

CHAPTER FIVE. 

BATHING. 

Section 1. All persons are expressly for bidden to 
bathe or swim in San Antonio river, or in the San Pedro 
creek, after 5 o'clock a. m., and before 8 p. m. Also at any 

time to bathe in an unbecoming manner, or to remain naked 
on the river bank in sight of those passing by or residing 
near the same, under a penalty, ill either case, of not less 
than two dollars ($2.00) nor more than five dollars ($5.00). 
Should the person convicted fail to pay such fine, he shall be 
committed to jail for not less than two days nor more than 
five days. 

----

CHAPTER SIX. 

BffiDS. 

pIing or capture of Section 1. I t shall be unlawful for any person or per-
i ... ·tn 

btrd.. etc. sons to kill or capture any mocking- bird, or other native I 
singing bird, within the city limits, or to rob or destroy the 

\ 
1 
1 

nest of any such bird or birds within said limits. 

1 
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Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons 
to sell, or offer for sale, within the city limits, mocking-birds, 

Sale ot certain na- ~ 
tive birds. 

or other native singing birds. 

Sec. 3. Any person violating any of the provisions of Penalty prescribed · 
for violation 07~ 

the preceding sections shall be deemed guilty of an offense, Sections 1 and 2. 

and upon conviction before the recorder, shall be fined not 
less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than twenty-five 

($25.00). 

CHAPTER SEVEN. 

BRIDGES. 

Section 1. It shall be deemed an offense for any per
son to ride or drive any animal or vehicle over any street or 
road bridge across the San Antonio river, within the city, at 
a faster gait than a walk, and any person guilty of a violation 
hereof, shall, on conviction therefor before the recorder, be 
fined in a sum not less than one dollar ($1.00) nor more than 

twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

Fast driving 0 VV)~ 
bridges. 

Penalty. 

• 

Sec. 2. It shall be deemed an offense for any person to Driving anima} 
over toot bridge 

ride, lead or drive any animal or vehicle over any foot-bridge Penalty. 

within this city, or to attempt to do so; and any person 
'violating this provision shall, on conviction therefor before 
the recorder, be fined not less than one dollar ($1.00) nor 

more than ten dollars ($10.00). 

CHAPTER EIGHT. 

BUILDINGS. 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person or per- Erectionofbnild 

sons to erect &ny buildin.gs in this city without first applying without permit 

/ 
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Ifl.eglstry 01 permIts: to the mayor for a permit, which application shall be in writ-
Penalty prescribed. ing, giving the number of the lot, the name of the street, 

r\ 

.ngerous build-
,So 

plaza or alley upon which said building is proposed to be 
erected, 'the kind of material to be used in the construction 
of the ~ame, and the purpose of the said building, and any 
person who shall obtain a building permit, either from the 
mayor or city council, shall commence the erection of such 
building within six months after the date of such permit, or 
forfeit any rights he may have by virtue of the same. It 
shall be the duty of the city clerk to keep a registry of all 
said buildings. Any person or persons failing to comply 
with this section shall be fined not less than five dollars 
($5.00), nor more than ten dollars ($10.00), and for each and 
every day they continue to construct said building without 
taking ou t said permit, or after the forfeiture of the same. 

Sec. 2. 'Whenever the city council shall declare that 
any building, fence, shed, awning, or wall, or any part there,ce to be given 

marsha.l. of, is liable to fall down and endanger persons or property, 
'et commission
r's duties in l'e
a.rd to same. 

the city marshal shall give three days' notice, in writing, to 
the owner, agent, or occupant of said premises, to take down 
or remove the same, and should said owner, agent or occu
pant fail or refuse to do so, the street commissioner shall 
proceed, forthwith, to remove the same at the expense of the 
owner of the property on which said premises are situated or 
attached; said expense to be a lien on the lot or ground upon 
which said building or structure is situated, to· be collected ~ 
in accordance with law. 

ilngs being con- Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of every person or persons 
:~~~e~o ::~~ building on any street within the limits of the city, to keep 
,.~d at night, the premises well1ightGd during all night for the protection 

of persons; and where excavations are made, the same shall 

I 
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Excavations to be 
protected. etc. 

tion of accidents; and any person or persons failing to com-
Pen al ty affixed. 

be protected by a substantial fender, or fence, for the preven-

ply with the provisions of this section, shall be held respon-
sible for any and ali damages resulting from not complying 
with said provisions; and shall also, upon conviction before 
the recorder, for his, her or their failing or refusing to com-
ply with the same, be fined in any sum not less than three 

dollars ($3.00), nor more than ten dollars ($10.00), and in de-
fault of payment, be committed to the city jail for not less 

than three nor more than eight days. 

Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons, 
corporation or association of persons, owning property which 
abuts on any of the streets, plazas or squares of this city, to 
build or cause to be built any gates, doors, or blinds. on said 

property, which swing or open toward the street and across 
the sidewalk, or any portion of the sidewalk, excepting pu b

lic buildings, such as churches, theatres and concert halls, 
which shall be required to open outwards. 

Sec. 5. All persons, corporations or associations of 
persons, owning property upon which any of the gates, doors 

or blinds, swing or open outward across the sidewalk or any 
portion of the sidewalk, shall have sixty days after the pas-
sage of this ordinance to change them so as to comply with 

Section 4 of this chapter. 

Doors to buildings 
abutting on streets 
to swIng inward. 

Doors to public 
buildings 1\ n ex
ception; required 
to swing outward. 

Sixty d::tys given 10 
comply. 

Sec. 6. Any person violating either of Sections 4 or 5, Penalty affixed to 
Sect,ions 4 and 5. 

of this chapter, shall upon conviction thereof before the re-

corder, be fined in any sum not less than five dollars ($5.00) 
nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00). 

Sec. 7. The numbering of all houses fronting on pub- Numberingot 
houses. 

lic streets shall be in conformity with the system herein-

after set forth. 
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Commerce street di- Sec. 8. Cpmmerce street, with its continuations to the 
vides city north 
and south. San the city limits, shall divide the city north and south, and the 
Antoulo river di- S A h d Each 
vides city east and an ntonio river s all divide the city east an west. 
west. Names of street or avenue crossing the established east and west base 
certain streets to 
have certain pre- line shall have the word "north" or "south" prefixed to its 
fixes. 

Other streets. how 
numbered. 

Uniformity of num
bering. 

Numbers. how to be 
made. 

name proper, according as the line of established base line, 
and each street crossing the San Antonio river or the estab-
lished north and south base line shall have the word "east" 
or "west" prefixed to its name proper, according as the line 
of such street shall be east or west of said river or estab
lished north and sou th base line. 

Sec. 9. On streets that do not cross or commence at 
Commerce street, or cross or commence at the river, the as
signment of numbers thereto shall commence at the base 
line of districts as shown by the adopted map. 

Sec. 10. To insure uniformity and regularity in the 
numbering of houses, all houses shall hereafter be num
bered on their fronts and in so conspicuous a manner that 
the number may be easily discernible and read from the op
posite side of the street, and such number shall be of any 
durable material, pTovided . the figure be not less than four 
inches. in depth and wide in proportion to depth, and every 
house shall be numbered with and bear the number given 
the owner. agent or occupant thereof by the official num
berer of the city of San Antonio, and said official is hereby 
required to furnish to any person applying to him for the 
same the correct number of the house or premises owned, 
occu pied, managed or controlled by such person; provided, 

that if any house shall be located too far back from the 
street for a number on its front to be easily seen and read 
from the opposite side of the street, or the front of the house 
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may be hidden or the view obstructed by trees, plants, 
shrubbery or other objects, then tho numbers of such houses 
and premises shall be placed an a plank or post in a con
spicuous part of the premises whereon such house is located. 

Sec. 11. The odd numbers shall apply to the north and 
west sides of the streets, and the even numbers to the south 
and east sides f)f the streets. The first block will be num
bered from 100 up, the $econd block from 200 up, the third 
block from 300 up, and so on. 

Oda and even num
bers. 

Sec. 12. Tracts of land longer than 500 feet that have Allowance of num-

not as yet been sUQ-divided in blocks and streets, will be al
lowed 10 numbers to about every 250 feet. 

bers to v a can t 
tracts. 

Sec. 13. Any old number in conflict with the number Old numbers to be 

given by the official numberer shall be removed within sixty removed. 
Penalty prescribed. 

days from the passage of this ordinance by the owner, agent 
or occupant of the house or premises, and any person refus-
ing or neglecting to remove the same sh~ll be guilty of an 
offense and upon conviction before the recorder shall be fined 
in a sum not less than one dol1ar ($1.00) nor more than five 
dollars ($5.00). 

On and after the passage of this ordinanye, all owners of 
houses or premises, or their authorized agents, who shall, 
after due notice gi ven them by the official num berer, refuse 
or neglect to place ,the proper number on their house or 
premises, in accordance herewith, and all owners of houses 
or premises, or their authorized agents, who shall refuse or 
neglect to place the number on their houses or premises in 
such a conspicuous manner that the number may be easily 
discernible and read from the opposite side of the street, 
shall be guilty of an offense, and upon conviction before the 

Refusal to number, 
how punished. 
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recorder, be fined in a sum not less tha;n one dollar ($1.00) nor 
more than five dollars ($5.00). 

Price of numbers. Sec. 14. Any person wishing to purchase a number 

Street signs. 

from the city shall be furnished by the official numberer at 
forty-five (45) cents for three figures and sixty (60) cents for 
four figures, and the money so received sh,all be turned over 

to the collector by the official numberer each day. 

Sec. 15. The official numberer shall also direct -the 
putting on now or hereafter of the street signs. 

Mayor to advertise Sec. 16. The mayor shall advertise for bids to perform 
for bids tor num-
bering. the work herein contemplated, and require from the success-

Official numberer. ful bidder such bond for the faithful performance of his 
contract as the mayor may deem necessary, and the person 
to whom the contract is awarded shall be the official num

berer of the city. 

Duties of official 
numberer. 

Sec. 17. It is hereby made the duty of the official num
berer to report to the city council at each regular meeting 
the names of the streets on which and how many numbers 
he has put up. His tenure of office shall be at the pleasure 

of the mayor. 

CHAPTER NINE. 

BOOT BLACKS. 

Bopt blacks. 
licensed. 

how Section 1. Any person desiring to pursue and follow 
the occupation of boot black shall pay to the city marshal the 
sum of twenty-five (25) cents in advance, and the city marshal 
shall then deliver to said person a tin plate or badge, which 
shall bear such stamp or design as said marshal shall indi
cate, and shall be worn by the person receiving the same in 
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some conspicuous place about his person, and said badge 
shall authorize the person holding the same to pursue such 
occupation only during good behavior, and at the pleasure of 

the mayor. 

. Sec. 2. The city marshal, on said person complying City marshal to de-
signate place or 

with Section 1 of this ordinance, shall designate a place or stand. 

beat, on the public sidewalk or street, where the said person 
may pursue and follow his said occupation, 

Sec 3. The badge provided for in Section 1 of this 
ordinance shall .not be transferable. 

Sec. 4. All persons permitted to pursue the occupa
tion hereinbefore provided for shall be under the immediate 
supervision and control of the city marshal and police, and it 
shall be unlawful for any person to pursue and follow said 

occupation without first complying with Sections 1 and 2 of 
this ordinance; and it shall be unlawful to pursue said occu
pation at any other place or beat than that indicated by the 

city marshal. 

Badge not transfer- . 
able. 

Boot blacks under 
supervislon of clty 
marshal. 

Sec. ·5. Any person violating any of the provisions of Penalty affixed. 

this ordinance shall be fined in any sum not exceeding five 
dollars ($5.00) for each offense. 

CHAPTER TEN. 

CONCEALED WEAPONS. 

Section 1. If any person, within the corporate limits Carrying concealed 

S An h b h · h weapons. ()f the city of an tonio, s all carryon or a out IS or er 
Penalty. 

person, saddle, or in his saddle bags, any pistol, dirk, dagger, 
sling shot, sword cane, spear, or knuckles made of any metal 
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or any hard su bstance, bowie knife, or any other kind of knife 
manufactured or sold for purposes of offense or defense, he 

or she shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

What persons 
empted. 

ex- Sec. 2. The preceding section shall not apply to a per-

Disorderly house de
fined. 

son in actual service as a soldier of the United St- .tes army 
or as a militia man, nor to a peace officer or policeman en
gaged in the discharge of official daty, or person ~ ummoned 
to his aid, or other person authorized or permitted by law to 
carry arms at the places therein designated, nor to a revenue 
or other civil officer engaged in the discharge of ofiicial duty, 
nor to the carrying of arms on one's own premise.::; or place 
of business, nor to persons traveling, nor to one who has a 

reasonable ground for fearing an unlawful attack upon his 
person, where the danger is so imminent and threatening as 

not to admit of the arrest of the party about to make such 
attack, upon legal process. 

CHAPTER ELEVEN. 

DISORDERLY HOUSES. 

Section 1. A disorderly house is one kept for prosti
tution, or where 'prostitutes are permitted to resort or re
side, for the purpose of plying their vocation, or any theatre. 
play house or house where spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors 

are kept for sale, and prostitutes, lewd women, or women 
of bad reputation for chastity, are employed; kept in service, 
permitted to display or conduct themselves in a lewd, labciv
ious, or indecent manner, or to which persons resort for the 
purpose of smoking or in any manner using opium. 
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Sec. 2. Any room or part of a building or other place Fur,tller defined. 

appropriated or used for either of the purposes mentione~ 
in Section 1 hereof, is a disorderly house within the meaning 

of this chapter. 

Sec. 3. Any owner, les~ee or tenant who shall keep or What persons sub
ject to penalty. 

be concerned in keeping, or knowingly permit the keeping 
of a disorderly house, in any house, building, edifice or tene-

Penalty affixed. 

ment owned, leased or occupied by him, shall be deemed 
guilty of keeping or being concerned in keeping, or know-

ingly permitting to be kept, as the case may be, a disorderly 
house. and shall be punished by a fine of two hundred dol-

lars ($200.00) for each day he shall keep, be concerned in 
keeping, or knowingly -permit to be kept such disorderly 

house; any owner having information that his house is being 
kept, used, or occupied as a disorderly house, shall be held 
guilty of knowingly per mitting his house to be kept as a dis-

orderly house under this ordinance, unless he shall immediately 
proceed to prevent the keeping, using, or occupying of such 
house for such purpose by giving such information to the 

city marshal against such lessee, tenant or occcupant for 
violation of this act, or take such other action as may reason-

ably accomplish this result. 

CHAPTER TWELVE. 

DITCHES AND IRRIGATION. 

Section 1. 
abolished. 

The office of ditch com!p.issioner is hereby Office of ditch com
missioner abo 1-
ished. 

h 
Office of superinten-

Sec. 2. T e office of superintendent of street cleaning clentofstreetclean-

and sanitation is her, eby created, and the salary of such offi- ing and sanitation 
created. 

cer is fixed aL one hundred dollars ($100.00) per month. Salary. ' 



Duties of supf'rin
tendent, etc. 

3- Ditches to be kept in 
repair. by whom. 

1-

Penalty affixed for 
neglect or refusal. 
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Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the superintendent of 
street cleaning and sanitation, as herein provided for, to have 

full charge and control of the collection and disposition of 
garbage, the sweeping and the sprinkling of the streets, and 

the cleaning of the ditches and the river, together with the 
distribution of ,water for the purpose of irrigation, and tha 

collection of rents therefor, as hereinafter provided, and to 
perform such other duties as may be prescribed by 
ordinance. 

Sec. 4. Any person or persons entitled to or owning 
water in any ditch or ditches, within the limits of this city. 

shall keep or cause to be kept. the banks, locks or abutments 
of said ditch or ditches on their own premises in good condi
tion and repair. 

Sec. 5. Any person entitled to, owning or using water 
of any ditch or ditches, within the limits of this city, who 
shall, by neglecting or refusing to keep the banks, locks or 

abutments to said ditch or ditches, in good repair, overflow 
or cause to be overflowed any public street, lane or alley, 
shall be subject -; to the penalty of a fine not less than five 

- dollars ($5.00) nor nlOre than ten dollars ($10.00) for each 

1-

Duties of superin
tendent, etc. 

offense. 

Sec. 6. The superintendent of street cleaning and san
itation shall make an estimate of the probable cost of neces

sary repairs, cleaning and all other ordinary expenses 
properly chargeable to the irrigation of lands within the city 
limits during each coming year, and shall present the same 
for approval or revision at the first regular meeting of the 
city ccuncil in the month of December of each year, which 
sum, after deducting one-third part ·thereof, shall be as

sessed and levied as a special irrigation tax upon all persons 
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who shall make use of the water for irrigating purposes, in 

proportion to the number of hours and quantity of water 

they may individually require; but any person not owning 
property capable of irriga~ion, or who shall not signify to the 
said superintendent his intention of using the water afore

said, and who shall actually not make use of the water afore

said, shall not be assessed. 

Sec. 7. The persons entitled to water from either of Dams and water-
gates to be kept in 

the ditches shall be, and are hereby, required to keep in re- repair. by whom. 

pair all dams and water-gates, other than those on their own 
lots, either by voluntary contributions or by equal assess-

ment of the cost and expense thereof on their property, 

which assessment shall be made by the said superintendent 

according to the value of the property entitled to irrigation, 
as shown by the city assessment list books. The dam and 
water-gates referred to in this section are those in which all 

have a common interest, su('h as the dam where the ditch 

commences, and such dams or water-gates as are for the 

benefit of all parties. 

Sec. 8. Should any person fail, neglect or refuse to 

clean, deepen or widen any ditch in which he is interested, 
after due notification by the said superintendent. and after 
the lapse of five days thereafter, said person or persons shall 

be liable to a fine of not less than five dollars ·($5.00) for the 

first. offense, together with the expense of cleaning, deepen
ing or widening, and all accruing costs, and for each subse

quent failure, neglect or refusal, an additional five dollars 

($5.00). 

Penalty for neglect 
or refusal. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty and is hereby required of Assessments paid, 

all persons entitled to irrigation, to pay the amount of their 

assessment for the same to the city collector of this city, 
who shall give 'a receipt therefor, together with a certificate 

how. 
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List to be made out. 
etc. 

~enalty affixed. 

Further duties of su
perintendent. 
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of the hours and quantity of water to which they may be re
spectively entitled, signed by said collector: the saId pay

ments must be made to the city collector at his office, on or 
before the 30th day of April; each and every year; and no 
person shall be entitled to use any water from any of the 
irrigating ditches until he, she or they . shall have paid the 
amount due by them for said water. 

Sec. 10~ A list shall be made out by the said superin
tendent of the owners or persons who may be entitled to 
water from any. of the irrigating ditches of this city, and 
shall be deposited with the collector at his office for public 

inspection, together with the certificates signed by him of 
the amount of water and hours of irrigation, to which the 
persons having a right are entitled. 

Sec. 11. Any person or persons violating any of the 
provisions of Section 9, ahall be subject to a fine of not less 
than ten dolle-Irs ($10.00) nor more than one hundred dollars' 
($100.00) for each and every offense 

Sec. 12. The further duties of the said superintendent 
shall he as follows: He shall. during the months of January 
and February of each year, clean, or cause to be cl~aned, in 
a thorough and uniform manner, at equal width and uniform 
depth, all the public irrigating ditches within the corporate 
limits of the city, and shall at all times keep the same free 
from obstructions and in good order; and all deposits th'l'own 
therefrom, whenever the same shall be of so filthy a charac
ter, and in such quantity as to endanger the health of persons 
Ii ving in the vicinity, he shall move or cause to be removed 
to the places designated for the removal of garbage. 

Cleansing of private Sec. 13. Section 12 shall not be construed to include 
ditches to be done. 
by whom. the cleansing of private irrigation ditches in the duties of the 
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said superintenden~, but it shall be the duty of the persons 
using the water from such private irrigation ditches to clean 
the same at their own expense, and a failure or refusal to do 
so, within five days after having been notified by the said 
superintendent, shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance. 

He shall see that the banks, locks, gates, abutments and 
aqueducts of the ditches are constantly kept in a condition 
to prevent the overflow of the public streets. plazas, lanes 
and alleys of private property, when the same would be 
thereby damaged. 

He shall keep in good order and repair all dams and 
water gates in which there is a common interest. and when

ever it may be necessary to secure a just and lawful distrib
ution of the water. he shall furnish locks for the common 
water gates, and shall superintend and control the proper 
opening and closing of the same, in accordance with the 
rights of the persons entitled to irrigation. He shall super
vise and control the opening of all lateral ditches, and regu

late and control the use of water from the same, in accordance 
with the rights of the person entitled to its use. 

He shall make out a correct water list, to be completed 
by the last day of March of each year, of all owners of, or 
persons who may be entitled to water from the several 
ditches, which list shall state the ,number of hours, and the 
exact hours and day of each month to which each person 
is entitled to water, and from what ditch. He shall, as soon 

as made, file a copy of such list in the mayor's office, which 
shall be copied by the city clerk in a book kept f01" that pur
pose, for public examination. 

Sec. 14. Any person desiring to u~e water in said ditches 

Further duties of su
perintendent. 

Persons entitled to 
water. when. 



Statements to be 

:90 REVISED CRIMINAL ORDINANCES. 

shall make application at least ten days before the first day of 

April for a portion of said water. 

Sec. 15. 'rhe said superintendent shall furnish the 
furnished,towbom mayor, on Saturday of each and every week, a statement of 
and by wbom. 

the number of hands employed during the week and the 

amount necessary to pay them, and on the approval of such 
statement the mayor is authorized to pay said employees 
upon the certificate of the superintendent. The said 
superintendent himself shall render to the city council, at 
the first regular meeting thereof in each month. a true and 
accurate statement, verified by his oath, of the amount ex
pended by him during the previous month, in the discharge 

of his duty. 

Sec. 16. Any pers()n who shall use the water, or who 
shall unlawfully interfere with any lock or gate in any of the 

Unauthorized l>er
sons using or inter
fering with ditches 
subject to penalty. main or branch ditches, when such person is not authorized 

Penalty affixed. or entitled to use the same for irrigation, shall be deemed 

guilty of an offense. and upon conviction before the re
corder, shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00); and, if 

by such interference, any person legally entitled to the water 
should be deprived of its use, he or they so offending shall 
be liable to such person for all damages growing out of such 
illegal appropriation, diversion or stoppage of water as afore-

Apportionment of 
water. 

said. 

Sec. 17. The said superintendent is hereby authorized 
. to distribute such amount of water as the city shall be en
ti.tled to from the main San Pedro ditch, to such persons 
within the proper limits as may. apply for the same for irri
gating purposes, and the superintendent shall issue to such 
persons certificates, and place their names on the water list, 
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and _they shall be required to make payment in advance, and 
be governed by all regulations and rules in reference to irri

gation, as in the case of other applicants. 

Sec. 18. It shall be the duty of all persons using Duties of persons 
using watel'. water for irrigating purposes from the main, or main branch 

What constitutes 
ditches, to construct the necessary water-gates at their own violation. 

expense, and a failure to do so, within five days after notifi-
cation by the superintendent, shall be deemed a violation of 

I this ordinance; and upon such failure or refusal the superin
tendenttis authorized to make the neccessary water-gates at 
the expense of the person or persons failing or refusing. 

Sec. 19. When a private irrigating ditch crosses any 
of the public streets, it shall be the duty of all persons irri
gati:Q,g from -such ditch to construct and keep in repair, at 
their own expense, good, substantial bridges across such 

pu blic street. 

Private ditch cross
ing streets. etc. 

Sec. 20. The superintendent may enter the private Powers of superin

grounds of any individual in the discharge of his duties, and ten dent. 
Penalty for interfer 

any resistance offered him in the discharge of his duties ing with superin
dent, 

shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance, and upon con
viction before the recorder of the city, shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than sev

enty-five dollars ($75.00) 

Sec. 21. Whenever a -fire shall occur and the alarm of Duties of water 

fire is given~ by the ringing of beqs or otherwise, ~t shall be 
the duty of all persons using or controlling the water in any 
of the irrigating ditches of this city, in the vicinity of, or 

situated at such point from whence the natural flow of the 
water in said ditches is or may be in the direction of the 

users in case of fire. 
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fire, to immediately remove any and all obstructions to the 
flow of the water in the directions of and to the vicinity of 
said fire, until all danger has ceased. 

Sec. 22. This ordinance shall be enforced under the 
direction of the said superintendent. Any person or per
sons violating its provisions, when no penalty is specially 
provided, shall be fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor 
more than fifty _,dollars ($50.00): to be recovered before the 
recorder of the city. 

Sec. 23. All branch ditches hereafter opened or con
structed shall be upon and inside the fenc~ line or lines of the 
land or lands sought to be irrigated therefrom, and it shall 
be unlawful for any such ditch to run through the streets or 
alleys, except when necessary to cross the same; and when
ever it becomes necessary to do so, the parties interested in 
the opening of said ditch shall construct all necessary . . 

bridges, culverts, etc., at their 'Own expense. 

Sec. 24. All branch' ditches now in use and that may 
have been opened by authority heretofore granted, shall re
main as originally located, unless .the same can be made to 
conform to the provision of the above section without detri
ment to the parties interested,; and any person violating the 
provisions of this section shall, upon conviction before the 
recorder, be fined in a sum1,not less ,than ($5.00) nor more 
than fifty dollars ($50.00). 

Course of 
ditches. 

certain Sec. 25. There shaU be opened two irrigating ditches, 
one on the west side of the San Pedro creek, to commence at 
the crossing of the San Pedro avenue and Upper Labor ditch, 
and the other on the east side of the San Antonio river, com
mencing on the east bank of the Alamo ditch, at the junction 

,", 
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of North Eighth street, both to be made according to the 
plans and specification prepared by G. Freisleben, city en

gineer; the ditch west of the San Pedro to be called Alazan 
ditch, and the ditch east of the San Antonio river to be caned 
San Antonio valley ditch. 

-

Sec. 26. The said ditches shall be exclUSIvely con- Controlled bow. 

trolled, regulated and governed by the laws and ordinances 
now in force, or that may be hereafter adopted, for regulat-
ing and controlling the time, mode and manner of erecting, 
repairing, cleaning, guarding and protecting the dams, 
ditch8s, roads, strE'ets and bridges appertaining to irrigation 
and the property connected therewith. 

Sec. 27. The assessments on land owners on the line AssessmeiIts of cer
tair land owners. 

of the San Antonio valley ditch and the Alazan ditch, made to 
Failure to pay as-

assist in the construction of said ditches, by committees of sessments and us- · 
tng water pun

land owners, are hereby confirmed and approved, and they, isbed, bow. 

their heirs and assigns shall .have the right and privilege to :Penalty affixed. 

use the waters of said ditches for .irrigat~ng and other pur-
poses, subject to the ordinances and regulations controlling 
the irrigating system of the city; pr(lvided, that any person 

or persons who have been duly assessed by the said commit-
tees and have failed or refused. to pay the amount assessed, 
or any part thereof, when the same becomes due and pay-
able, shall be deprived of the rights and privileges herein 
granted; and any such person or persons, their heirs, agents 
or assigns. so failing or refusing to pay, and using any' water 

out of said ditches for the purpose of irrigation, shall, on 
conviction therefor before the recorder of this city, be fined 

in a sum not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than fifty 
dollars ($50.00) for each and every offense, and in default of 
payment be confined in the city jail for not less than five days 
nor mor~ than twenty days. 
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Sec. 28. Any person or persons having failed to pay 
the amount assessed .and due by them'after the completion of 
the San Antonio valley ditch and the Alazan ditch, may here
after, by paying double the amount of that assessment to the 
city collector fl.nd for the benefit of the city of San Antonio, 
be reinstated in all the rights' and privileges hereby granted. 

Sec. 29. Hereafter it shall be unlawful for any per
son or persons, to place or cause to be placed in any of 
the irrigation ditches of this city, any gate, dam, or obstruc
tion whatsoever, which will interfere or impede in any way 
the free flow of the water therein; except at 'Such times as 

such persons are entitled to use the water as designated by 
the said s u perin tenden t. 

Sec. 30. Persons entitled to the use of the water as 
designated by the said superintendent shall at all times 

allow an escape of ten per cent; said ten per cent to be 
allowed to escape at the bottom, or through an aperture of 
the necessary dimensions, in the middle of the dam. 

Sec. 31. Any person or persons violating the provis
ions of Sections 29 and 30 vf tJ:.1is chapter, shall upon convic
tion therefor, before the recorder, be fined in any sum not 
less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than two hundred dol
lars ($2{)0.00) 

CHAPTER rrHIRTEEN. 

DOGS. 

Section 1. Any person owning a dog or dogs of three 
moaths of age or upwards within the limits of the city of 
San Antonio, and desiring to keep the same, shall pay to the 
city collector the sum of one dollar ($1.00) for each dog owned 

\ 
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and the city collector shall give a license to keep his dog or 
dogs so paid for, from the first day of March ·of each and 
every year. And the city collector shall then deliver to the 

. holder a tin plate or medal for each dog, which medal shall 
bear some stamp to be determined by the mayor, and the 
holder shall securely fasten the same to a collar, which shall 
be worn by the dog at all times; and the license issued for 
each year shall be numbered from one upwards, and a list of 
the same shall be posted or kept in the office for the inspec
tion of any person interested; and any person keeping anY 
dog or dogs contrary to the provisions of this section shall 
be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction therefor 
before the recorder, shall be fined in a sum not less than two 
dollars ($2.00) nor more than five dollars ($5.00), 

Sec. 2. There shall be erected a pound suitable .for Dog pound. 

the confinement of all dogs running at large in violation of Dogs released from 
pound, how. 

Section 1 of this chapter, which shall be under the supervis-
Dogs not released. 

ion and control of the city mars hal. I t shall be the duty of dIsposed ot, how. 

the city marshal to cause all dogs over three months of age Penalty affixed tor 
Intert~rlng wIt h 

found running at larg.e without having on their necks a col- dog-catchers. 

lar and an appropriate medal as provided for in Section 1 of 
this chapter of the revised city ordinances, to be taken up 
and impounded in said pound, and no dog so impounded shall 
be released until the owner pay to the city collector the 
license tax thereon, together with twenty-five (25) cents per 
day for every day or part of a day it shall have remained in 
said pound. All dogs not claimed or redeemeo as hereto-
fore provided for within three days after the impounding of 
the same shall be disposed of by the city marshal in such 
manner as he may deem advisable. Any person who shall 
resist, hinder, abuse, insult or interfere with any person au-
thorized to take up and impound dogs shall, upon conviction 
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before the recorder, be fined in any sum not less than five 
dollars ($5.00) and not exc~eding two hundred dollars 
($200.00). 

Licensed or unli- Sec. 3. Any person who shall suffer or permit, after 
censed sluts in heat, • 
not to run at large. notice, any slut belonging to him or her, whether licensed or 

Penalty affixed. not, to run or be at large while in heat, shall be deemed 

guilty of an offense, and upon conviction therefor before the 
recorder, shall be fined in a sum of not less than one dollar 
($1.00) nor ~ore than five dollars ($5.00), and said slut shall 
be liable to be impounded as other dogs not licensed. 

Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for the mayor of the city, at All dogs to be muz
zled at certain 
times. any season or time, whenever there are, in his opinion, mad 

Dogs tobe destroyed. or rabid dogs within the city, and the public health is there
when. 

by ~ndangered, to issue his proclamation forbidding the run
ning' at large of any dogs not muzzled; and he may offer for 

their destruction such premium as to him shall seem proper; 
and he may require any and all policemen to destroy any dog 
found at large in violation of such proclamation. 

Persons attacked by Sec. 5. Whenever affidavit shall be made before the 
dog. owner liable 
when. recorder that any dog has bitten or attacked any person in 

Penalty affixed. the city, and it shall appear that the person so bitten or at-
Dog to be killed l tacked was not at the time trespassing upon the person or 

.' when. 

Failure to kill or re- property of the owner or keeper of said dog, then the re-
move. p·u nish ed, 
how. 

corder shall, upon proof thereof, fine the owner or keeper in 
, ... . 

any sum not exceeding fifty dollars ($50.00) for each and 
every offens:, and the recorder, where it is proven that such 

dog has bitten any person, shall direct the owner or keeper 
of any such dog to kill or remove such dog permanently be
yond the city limits, and a failure or refusal to do so within 
six hours after receiving such order shall be deemed an 
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offense, and the offender may be fined in any sum not exceed
ing fifty dollars ($50.00) ~or each and every day thereafter, 
until such dog shall be killed or removed, and it shall be the 
duty of any police officer who may find such dog at ,large 
within the city, after service of the above said notice, to kill 
or destroy said dog. 

Sec. 6. Count.ry people visiting the city with dogs Oountry people vIsit
ing city wIth dogs, 

shall be required to confine the same to their vehicles while requIred to do, 

in the city, and upon failure to do so shall be liable to all the what. 
Liable to what pen

penalties and forfeitures imposed upon the residents of the altiES. 

city; and it shall be the duty of the mayor of the city to pre-
scribe all necessary rules and regulations for the enforce-
ment of this ordinance, and it shall be the duty of the police 
to see that it is enforced in all parts. 

CHAPTER FOURTEEN. 

DRAINAGE. 

Section 1. The drainage of rain water from roofs to 
street gutters shall only be by pipes laid under pavements, 
or if on the surface of pavements, by neatly constructed and 
durable channels, to be never more than six inches wide, and 
from one and a half to three inches deep. 

Drainage of rain 
water. 

Sec. 2. The allowing of drain water to run promis- Allowing drain wa

cuously onto pavements, or the constructing of d~ain gutters 
in such manner as to annoy or interfere with public travel, 
and the allowing to remain of obnoxious gutters and spouts 
now existing, shall be deemed a nuisance and is hereby 
prohibited. 

ter to run promis
cuously. deemed 
nuisance. when. 

Sec. 3. The owner or owners of property violating any Penalty affixed. 
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of the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 above, after ten days 
notice to remedy the same is given to such persons or their 
agents by the city marshal, or one of the policemen, shall be 
fined not less than one dollar ($1.00) nor more than five dol
lars ($5.00) for each and every such offense or day or fraction 
of a day he, she or they may be so offending, or in default of 
payment of said fine shall be imprisoned not more than five 
days nor less than one day. 

CHAPTER FIFTEEN. 

ELECTIONS. 

Section 1. During the entire day of an election for city 
Saloons to be closed 

on election day. officers it shall be unlawful for any bar-room, saloon or other 
Penalty affixed. place, house or establishment where vinous. malt or spiritous 

or intoxicating liquors are sold or given away, to be open; 

any person baving charge of any such place or establishment, 
refusing to close the same wben ordered by proper authority, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convic
tion before the recorder, shall be fined in any sum not less 
tban ten dollars ($10.00), nor more than one hundred dollars 
($100.00). 

Sec. 2. Any person who shall vote, or attempt to vote, 
Voting or attempt- more than once at the same eJection, sball be deemed guilty 

ing to vote twice, 
punished how. 

Disturbance at elec
tions and interfer

of a felony. and punished upon conviction as provided by the 
state law. Any person who shall disturb any election by in-

ing with voters, citing or encouraging a ·tumult or mob, or shall cause any 
punished how. 

disturbance in the vicinity of any poll, or voting place, or any 
person who shall wilfully aid or abet, or advise anyone. not 
legally qualified in voting or attem pting to vot~ at any elec
tion~ or any person or persons who shall by force or intim
idation obstruct, or attempt to obstruct or influence any 



RKV1SED CRIMINAL ORDINANCES. 199 

voter in his free exercise of the elective franchise, shall be 
deemed guilty of an offense and punished as provided by the 

state law. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the mayor to see tba t all Mayor to see that all 
complaints are pro

complaints for violation of such of the provisions of this secuted. 

ordinance as are specially provided for under the state law, 
are properly presented and prosecuted in the courts of the 
county or state, having jurisdiction of the offense, as defined 

by the state election law. 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN. 

ENGINEER, CITY. 

Sec. 1. rrhe following shall be the scale of fees to be Fee~ charged by city 

charged by the city engineer for work done by him; and said engineer. 

fees 'are to be turned over to the city collector, as hereinafter 

provided: 

a. For giving street or ·alley lines in front of any house Street or alley lines 

lot, alley or plaza, free of charge. 

b. The grade or curb line in froLt of any house lot for 
the construction of a sidewalk shall be furnished by. the city 

en~ineer free of charg e. 

free of charge. 

Grade or curb lines, 
free of charge. 

c. For giving track lines for railroads, street railroads, Track lines. etc., 58 

for telegraph or telephone lines, or waterworks line or gas cents per 100 feet. 

or electric light lines, or other companies or individuals de-

siring to use the streets of the city, a charge of fifty (50) 

cents for each qne hundred feet or less shall be made. 

cl. The city engineer shaH not do work for private 
parties other than set forth, and all ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict with this· section are hereby repealed. 

City engineer not to 
do work for private 
parties. '. 

-
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City engineer to col- Sec. 2. The city engineer 1s hereby authorized and re-
lect fees in ad-
v~nce. quired to collect the fees fixed and agreed upon under the: 

Fee book to be kept. foregoing schedul\:3 in advance, and only the payment of same, 
Money collected to in advance shall be binding as an engagement on the en

be turned over. 
when and how . gineer, and shall take proper precedence of other not purely 

Report to be made, public work. A fee book shall be kept by the city engineer, 
when. 

Duties of city en
gineer. 

Surveys of lots. etc .. 
to conform to what 

Field notes to be 
filed. how. 

Penalty affixed. 

where all payments 9.re ,to' be duly entered, and all moneys· 
collected by him to be turned over at the end of m- '.3ry week 
to the collector, and receipt taken from said collc~tor, and 

monthly report made of work done and fees collec~ed to the 
city corporation. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the dut.y of the city engineer to 
establish throughout the city initial points and monuments~ 
and from such points to extend the surveYEl of the city. And 
it shall also be his duty, when called upon to do so, to locate,. 

establish and survey all lines of property, public or private r , 

in this city, and to make all surveys and calculations for 

grading, leveling or other work to be done on streets, alleys, 
squares, sidewalks, plazas, bridges, culverts or sewers, to 
make all plans and specifications for public work, to draw all 
maps or plats of land within the city limits that may be re
quired by the mayor or city council; pTovided, that when any 
line of any street or property has been surveyed or located 

by the city engineer and surveyor. the same shall not be 
changed by him or hjs successor without good cause shown 

and an order of the city council. 

Sec. 4. All surveys of lots, parts of lots or blocks 
within the limits of the city of San Antonio hereafter made 
shall conform to and extend from the initial points and mon
uments established by the city engineer. in accordance with 

Section 5, and the field notes of all surveys herein provided 
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for, whether made by a public or private surveyor, shall be 
filed in the office of the city engineer and by said city engi

neer recorded, if by him approved and found to comply with 
the provisions of this ordinance, in a book regularly kept for 

that purpose. AllY person violating any of the provisions of 

this section shall be deemed guilty 'of an offense and, upon 

conviction before the recorder. shall be fined in any sum not 
less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than two hundred dol

lars ($200.00). 

Sec. 5. The city engineer shall be and is hereby City engineer to 
tl"i:Lllscribe from cer-

directed to transcribe from the county and city records, and taill records. etc. 

all that can be otherwise obtained, and plat on the official 
map of the city, all subdivisions of lands or lots lying within 

the corporate limits, heretofore made by the owners thereof, 
showing all streets and alleys within sueh subdivisions. 

Sec. 6. The city engineer and surveyor shall keep 

suitable records of all surveys made by him, showing by 

City en~ineer to 
keep certain rec
ords, etc. 

plans of the lots and other places surveyed, how the same Not to absent him
self from city. etc. 

was done. He shall not absent himself from the city with-
To make reports. 

out leave of the city council, and shall make such reports as when. 

may be required of him, either by the mayor or city council. 

Sec. 7. Any person or persons who shall remove, de- Injury of in i ti a I 
points or monu

face or otherwise injure or interfere with any initial point or ments. 

monument, stake or stone set for the line or corner of any Penalty affixed. 

survey made by the city engineer and surveyor shall, upon 

conviction before the recorder, be fined in any sum not less 
than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than one hundred dollars 

$ 100.00), or in default of p!1yment, be confined in the city jail. 

Sec. 8. He shall keep a blotter, or day book, in which 

he shall enter all work done daily for the city or private par-

Oit,y engineer to 
keep certain books 
and records. 

I 
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ties. He shall keep a register containing a list of all maps 
and drawings, which maps and drawings shall be numbered 
and kept in one or more portfolios as city property. He 
shall keep a record book of all surveys made, new streets 
opened, or streets widened, of street or sidewalk grades 
established, etc., which record book shall be deemed city 
property and transferred to his successor in office. 

Subdivisions of prop- Sec. 9. In all subdivisions of property which have 
arty to be su b-
mitted to city en- been made or which may hereafter be made by the respect
gineer. 

ive owners thereof, and in all cases where the lands of. the 
Duties of 'City engin-

eerin regard there- city of San Antonio are hereafter subdivided or laid out into 
to. 

streets or alleys, or where new streets or grounds are do
nated, granted or dedicated to the public for any purpose, a 
map or plat thereof shall be submitted to the city engineer 
of said city, who shall examine the same and submit it to the 
city council for their approval or reject.ion, together with his 

recommendation as to whether the same should be approved 
or not and giving his reason therefor. Should said map or 
plat be approved by said council, the same shall be recorded 
in a book kept for that purpose by the city engineer, and 
said map or plat shall be filed in the city engineer's office as 
part of the records of his office, and copies thereof may be 
made by the city engin~er; provided, that no map of inferior 
workmanship, or containing incorrect calculations, shall be 
accepted by the said engineer or recorded in said book. 

Duties of property All property owners or their agents subdividing lands 
owners .subdivid- within the city limits shall set permanent stone monuments lng lands. 

at each street intersection within their respective subdivis-
ions and at the beginning and ending of every curve, 
wherever streets are laid out in curves, and all such subdi-. 
visions and monuments shall conform to the present monu-
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mented districts of said city. and must be in all cases prop
erly connected by the angles and measurements to the mon
umented districts aforesaid; and all maps or plats presented 
for record, as herein provided, shall be carefully compiled, 

fully explaining the plan of such subdivision in detail, and 
the location of such monuments shall be subject to the ap-' 
provalof the city engineer. 

All persons making subdivisions of property within the 
city limits shall present the maps or plats thereof to the city 
engineer of said city for his action within five days after 
making the same, the said maps or plats to remain on file in 
the engineer's office, he to furnish copy of same when called 
upon. 

-Sec. 10. Any person failing or refusing to comply with 
any of the provisions of this chapter, where no penalty is 
otherwise provided, or who shall erect any improvement 

upon any lot fronting upon any street, avenue, plaza or 
alley, without first obtaining from the city engineer 
the line of such street. avenue, plaza or alley, shall 
be deemed guilty of an offense, and, upon conviction 
thereof before the recorder, shall be fined in any sum 
not l~ss than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) for every such offense. 

Sec. 11. Every day of failure to comply with any of 
the provisions of Sections 9 and 10, hereof shall constitute a 

~eparate offense. 

Property owners to 
submit maps, when 
and how. 

General penalty at 
fixed. 

Each day of fallm. ~ 

to constitute sepa
rate offense. 

Sec. 12. If the city engineer, when establishing the City engineer in es
tablishing 1 i n e s, 

lines of any street or alley, finds fences. buildings or other shall report to city 
council, what. 

structures as improperly located thereon, and in order to 
Penalty affixed. 

properly adjust the same it becomes necessary for one party 

to recede and the opposite party to advance their lines, he 
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shall report the facts to the city council, and in the meantime 
no authority shall be given by the engineer to anyone to ad
vance his line until the opposite party has retired to the 
proper or adjusted line, nor shall it be lawful for any prop
erty owner on such street to do so, unless specially' author
ized by act of the city council; and any person violating this 
ordinance, upon conviction before the recorder, shall be fined 
not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than two hundred 
dollars ($200.00), and this ordinance take effect from and 
after its passage. 

CHAP'rER SEVENTEEN. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Mayor tohave super· Section 1. From and after the first day of March, A. 
vision of property 
of fire department. D. 1891, the mayor shall take charge of all engines, reels, 

hose carts, engine houses, and all other property belonging 

to the city of San Antonio connected with its fire depart
ment, and all fire service, and shall have the immediate 
supervision and' control thereof. 

Mayor authorized to Sec. 2. The mayor shall be and is hereby authorized, 
appoint chief ot 
fire d'~pa'rtmen t with the consent and approval of the city council, to appoint 
and other em- h' h d d h 
ployees. one clef of t e fire epartment, an suc a number of men 

and employees as may be deemed necessary by the said 
mayor and council to properly manage the engines, trucks. 
and hose and other appliances necessary to be used for the 
extinguishment of fires. 

Sec. 3. All the employees in the fire departmet shall Chief to ha ve con tro 1 
of employees. Sal
aries to be fixed by be under the immediate control of the chief, and hfl, as well 
city council. as all other employees, shall receive such salaries and pay as 

may be fixed by the city council. 

, 
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Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any person to touch or Unlawful to tamper 
with fire alarm 
box es. fire hy
drants. etc. 

tamper with any of the city fire alarm boxes or fire alarm 
wires, or to send in a fire alarm except in case of actual fire, 
or to tamper with or open the city fire hydrants, or to use the 
water from the same except it be under the immediate con
trol of the chief of the fire department, the mayor, or city 
council, and then only for the extinguishment of fires, prac
tice of the fire department, flushing the gutters, sprinkling 
the streets and plazas with hose or sprinkling car.ts by per
sons authorized by the mayor or city council, and repairing 
of the hydrants, and any person violating any of the pro
visions of this section shall, upon conviction before Lhe r~
corder, be fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), nor 
more than two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

Penalty affixed. 

Sec. 5. The following shall be and are hereby declared First fire limits. 

to be the first fire limits: Beginning at Convent bridge, 

thence up the river to Fourth street, thence along Fourth to 
Nacogdoches street and 'Bowie street, thence along Bowie 

street to East Commeroe street, thence along EastCommerce 
street to Water street, thence along Water to Alamo street, 
thence along Alamo to Martinez street, thence along Mar-
tinez street to the river, thence along the river to Guilbeau 
street, thence along Guilbeau street to San Pedro creek, 
where continuation of Guilbeau street intersects said creek, 
thence along San Pedro creek to public alley leadi.ng into 
Laredo street, thence along Laredo to Durango street, thence 
along Durango to San Saba street, thence along San Saba 
street to Morales street to the San Pedro (;reek, thence 
along said creek to Romana street, thence along Romana 
street to Augusta street, thence along Augusta street to the 
place of beginning. 
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Unlawful to make Sec. 6. It shall be unlawful for any person to build or 
repairs in inner fire 
district, when. repair any building with lumber or other combustible ma-

Permits granted. 

when. 

terial, whether ironclad ~r otherwise, when such building 
has been damaged to the extent of fifty per cent of the value 
thereof, privies and open sheds when covered with metal ex

cepted, or to roof or repair the roof of any building with 
material not fire proof, or to remove any lurn ber or ironclad 
buildings from one place to another within the following 
boundaries, which are hereby declaI:ed to be the Inner Fire 
District, to-wit: Beginning at the river, where the "continua
tion of Travis street will intersect river, thence along Travis 

street to Avenue D, thence along Avenue D to Third street~ 

thence along Third street to the alley connecting with same 
on the east end, thence along said alley to Nacogdoches 

street, thence along Nacogdoches street to Bonham street, 
thence along Bonham to East Commerce street, thence along 

East Commerce to Alamo ditch, thence along said ditch to 
North street, thence along North street to Alamo street, 

thence to Nueva street, thence along Nueva street to East 
street, thence along East street to Obraje street, thence 
along Obraje street to the San Antonio river, at a point where 
the continuation of Obraje street would intersect the"river, 
thence along the river to the point of beginning. The extent 
of damages to "buildings, as aforesaid, shall be ascertained by 
the board of fire directors and certified by the chief of the 
fire department to the city council. 

Outside, or beyond the limits designated herein, and 
within the fire limits designated in Section 5 hereof, lumber 
and ironclad buildings, when roofed with fire-proof material, 
may be erected; provided, that the premises shall be first in
spected by the fire committee and permission granted by the 
city council; p1~ovided however, that no permit shall be granted 
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for any such building until plans a"nd specifi~ations for such 
building or buildings have been first submitted to said fire 

committee and by them approved; and the person or person:;; 
granted any such permit shall conform such building strictly 

with plans and specifications so submitted and approved. 

By an ironclad building is meant a skeleton wood frame Ironclad buildn 
defined. 

covered with sheet iron, not less in thickness than No. 26, 
and 24x28 inch sheets, to be put on in whole sheets where 

space will per mi t and to be nailed not more than two inches 

from centers. Any person who shall erect any building 

or begin to erect any building without ?omplying with the 

provisions hereof shall be deemed guilty of an offense. Each 
and every day he continues to erect such building or allows 

the same to remain contrary to any of the provisions of this 

section shall ·constitute a separate offense. 

What constitutes 
offense. 

Sec. 7. The term "open sheds," as contained in Sec- Open sheds. define 

tion 6 hereof, is hereby defined and declared to mean a 

structure erected for the purpose of shelter without enclos-

ing walls or wooden floors. Such shed shall not be located 
on the front part of any lot, nor shall it be used as a dwelling. 

Sec. 8. It shall be unlawful for the owner or occupant Stove pipes and flu 

k d 
regulated, how. 

of any building to place or allow any na e stovepipe to be 

run through the floor or roof of any building, or through the 
wall or side of any lumber or frame building, except there 

shall be placed a stone or earthen crock, or double tin or gal-

vanized iron cylinder, through which such pipe shall extend, 

and such pipe shall be at least four. inches. from any wood 
work, and all pipes, flues or chimneys shall extend two and a 
half feet above the roof; and if any flue pipe or chimney come 

in contact with the eave of any adjoining building, such flue, 
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pipe or chi~ney must be raised so as to obviate any danger 
to such building. 

Chimneys and flues Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of every owner or occu-
to be cleaned, when. 

~eglect or failure 
pant of any hO"Qse ~ithin the limits of the city to have their 

constitutes offense. chimneys and flues thoroughly oleaned and swep~ three 

/ 
times in every year-once in the montl). of January, once in 
the month of April, and once in the month of September. 
In case any chimney or flue shall take fire from the negJect 

of the owner or occupant of the building in not having the 
said chimney or_flue swept or cleaned, he, she or they owning 
or occupying the building shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense. 

Ohimney sweeps. du- Sec. 10. There shall be appointed by the mayor one 
ties. appointment or more chimney-sweeps for each ward, whose duty it shall and fees. 

What constitutes of-

be to sweep and clean the chimneys and flues of any citizen 

calling on them to do so. Chimney-sweeps shall be end tIed 
to charge and receive for each chimney swept or cleaned the 
sum of twenty-five (25) cents. 

Sec. 11. Any person who shall fail or refuse to pay the 
fense on part of fee allowed to any chimney-sweep, shall be deemed guilty of 
occupant of house orsweep; 

Chimneys and Hues. 
how constructed. 

an offense. In case any chimney or flue which has been 

cleaned or swept by any regularly appointed chimney-sweep, 
shall take fire such chimney-sweep shall be deemed guilty of 
an offense. 

Sec. 12. It shall be unlawful for any builder or me
chanic to build or construct, or any owner or occupant of any 
building to allow to be built or constructed, any chimney or 
flue in such a manner as to let any piece of wood, lumber or 
other combustible material into any wall nearer to a chimney 
or flue than eight inches. 
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Sec. 13. The chief of the fire department, while in the Chief of fire depa.rt. 

performance of his duties at a fire, shall have and may exer
·cise the powers of a policeman; and any person who shall ob
struct or hinder him in the discharge of his duties shall be 
guilty of an offense. 

ment to have pow
er of pOliceman a.t 
fires. 

Sec. 14. It shall be the duty of the city police to keep DutIes of police at 

away from the vicinity of any fire all idle or suspicious per
sons lurking near the same, and they may compel any per
son or persons to aid in extinguishing the fire, and to render 
any other necessary and reasonable assistance that the occa 
sion may ' require, and they shall have power to arrest any 
person or persons who shall l'efuse or fail to obey their or
ders, and to place them in the city prison or to keep them in 
custody to await a trial before the recorder's court for the 
offense committed. 

Sec. 15. It shall be the duty of the city police to use 
all means in their power to ascertain the cause and origin of 
all fires that may occur, and to forthwith report such infor
mation to the mayor of the city. 

fires. 

IJIty police to ascer
tain cause of fires 
and report to the 
mayor. 

Sec. 16. Any person violating any provisions of Sec- Penalty affixed to 

2 sections 8. 9. 10. 11, tions 8, 9, 10, 11, 1 and 14, or found guilty of any offense de- 12 and 14. 

fined thereby, shall, upon conviction, pay a fine of not less 
than three dollars ($3.00) nor more than twenty-five dollars 
($25.00), and in default of payment may be committed to the 

city jail for not less than three days nor more than fifteen 
days. 

Sec. 17 . No person or persons shall be allowed to col- CertaIn refuse shalJ 

lect or permit to accumulate in or about a~y building, yard 
or premises any material or refuse of a combustible or 
worthless nature, such as shavings, straw, paper, chips, etc., 

not collect or ac
cumulate. when. 
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Hay stacks, ricks of 
long fodder. etc., 
not to be kept in 
fire limits. 

Penalty affixed. 
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but shall have the same removed on Friday of each and 
every week. 

Sec. 18. It shall be unlawful for any person or per
sons to erect or keep any stack or rick of hay, fodder, oats, 
straw or other long forage, or to pack or keep such hay, fod
der, oats, straw:or other long forage in bales, withln the fire 

limits of this city, unless hereinafter provided; and any per
son or persons violating the provisions of this section shall, 
upon conviction before the recorder, be fined in a sum ()f not 

less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than fifty dollara 
($50.00) for each and every day so offending, or be confined 

in the city jail for not less than five days nor more than 
twenty-five days . 

. Hay stacks. ricks of Sec. 19. It shall be unlawful for any p~rson or persons 
long fodder, etc., to erect, keep, or cause to be erected, or kep· t, any stack or 
not to be kept out-

side of fire limits. rick of hay, fodder, oats, straw, or other long forage. or to 
unle~s. etc. 

Penalty affixed. 

Storage of hay. 
straw. etc .. in fire 
limits. 

pack or keep such hay, fodder, oats, straw or other long for-
age in bales outside of the fire limits of this city, unless the 
same be stacked or packed and kept at least twenty yards 
from any building, or stored in a well secured building; it is 
further provided, that any quantity of bay exceeding eight 
thousand pounds, whether in one or several stacks, shall not 
be less than sixty yards from any house or building; and any 

person or persons violating the provisions of this section 
shall, upon conviction before the recorder, for each and 

every day so offending, ,be fined in a sum of not less than 
five dollars ($5.00) nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), 

or in default of payment be confined in the city jail for not 
less than three nor more than twelve days. 

Sec. 20. If any person ;11' persons desire to keep hay, 
fodder, oats, straw or other long forage within the fire limits 
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of this city, he or they shall be required to keep the same 
well secured in a covered and closed house, barn or stable, 
the quantity kept not to exceed eight thousand pounds. 

Hay. fodder, oats or straw, in bales bound with wire or Hay. ·straw. etc.~\ 
bound with wire 

iron hoops, are exempt from quantity; provided, said build- exempt from quall

ing is of stone or brick, covered with tin roof. 
tity. 

Sec. 21. It shall not be lawful for any person or per- Wood. coal, etc. to be 
kept, how. 

sons to have in his, her or their possession within the fire Notice to be gi ven 
limits of this city any wood, coal, plank or staves, shingles or to remove, etc. 

other lumber, or any material that may occasion hazard or Penalty affixed. 

danger of fire, unless the same shall be secured in such man-
ner as shall be considered by the mayor or chief of the fire 
department to be safe from any danger of fire. Any person 
or persons refusing after three days notification to remove 
the said articles shall be fined in the sum of twenty-five dol-
lars ($25.00) for every day such neglect or refusal shall con-

tinue, to be recovered on complaint before the recorder of 

this city. 

Sec. 22. It shall be unlawful for fires of any kind to be Unlawful forflres t( 
be kindled in oper 

kindled or made in any camp yard in this city, in the open air. etc. 

air, but such fires shall be made in a chimhey or fireplace Penalty affixed. 

constructed for that purpose, in such manner as not to en-
danger the adjacent buildings. For each and every violation 
of this ordinance the owner or keeper of such yard shall be 
fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than ten dol-
"lars ($10.00) to be recovered before the recorder of the city. 

Sec. 23 . . It shall be unlawful for any person to leave Oil lamp not to b 

an oil lamp lighted during the night in any store, warehouse, kept lighted. un less. etc. 

bank or other public building within the first fire limits of 
this city, unless the room where such lamp is left lighted 
is occupied by some person during the whole of such time. 
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Penalty affixed to 
Section 23. 
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Sec. 24. Any person found guilty of a violation of any 
of the provisions of the foregoing section shall be fined in' . 

any sum not less than five dollars ($5.00) and not exceeding 
two hundred dollars ($200.00), except where a special penalty 
is provided. ' 

Fire apparatus to Sec. 25. Fire engines, hose carriages, vehicles trans-
have right of way. 

Penalty for obstruc- porting fire a.pparatus and police patrol wagons, shall have 
ing way of same. 

right of way over all streets of the city; and any person who 
shall obstruct the passage of any fire engine, hose carriage 
or other vehicle transporting fire apparatus. or any police 
patrol wagon, shall be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon 
conviction therefor before the recorder, shall be fined in any 
sum not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than two hun
dred dollars ($200.00). 

Permit. required to Sec. 26. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect 
erect ten t in fire ~ 
limits. or cause to be erected within the nre limits, any tent or other 

Penalty. 

Opera. houses and 
theatres to have 
fire alarm boxes. 

Penalty affixed to 
Section 27. 

structure of canvas or like rnaterial, without first obtaining a 
permit from the city council, under a penalty of not less than 

ten dollars ($10.00), and not exceeding two hundred dollar·s 
($200.00), for each and every day such structure is permitted 
to remain in said limits. 

Sec. 27. The owners of opera houses and theatres 
shall place within said opera houses and theatres at their 
own expense, fire alarm boxes of the pattern and system in 
use in the city of San Antonio. 

Sec. 28. Any person or corporation violating Section 
27 o~ this chapter, shall be fined not less than fifty dollars 
($50.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each 
and every such offense; pTovided, that each and every day 
that said opera houses or theatres are without said fire alarm 
boxes sha.ll constitute a separate offense. 
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN. 

FINES. 

Section 1. In all cases where a fine, or fine and im- Default In paymen~ 
of flnes. 

prisonment only, are provided for by ordinance of the city as 
Defendant to be 1m-

as a punishment for offenses committed in violation of any of prisoned or puttc 

the city ordinances, in default of immediate payment 0f the 
hard labor. 

$1 per day allowed itl 
fine, the defendant shall be committed to the city prison, or workil;lg out fines. 

put to hard labor on the public works of the city, under 
the direction of the police, until the fine is paid, allowing one 

dollar ($1.00) per day until the sum amounts to that of the 

fine, and where imprisonment is imposed by ordinance as 
part of the penalty, the defendant shall be immediately com-
mitted to the city prison. 

Sec. 2. Should a prisoner refuse to labor when Refusal of prisone 

directed by virtue of an order or judgment of the record- to labor. 

Solitary conflne
er's court, and not excused by reason of the city physician's ment. 

certificate of disability, then the officer having him or her in 
charge shall place the person so refusing in solitary confine-
me.nt and feed him or her on bread and water only, until he 
or she may consent to work as required, or until the fine is 
satisfied at the rate provided for in the preceding section. 

Sec. 3. Any prisoner wishing to be excused from 
labor under this ordinance, shall apply to the city physician 
for an exa;mination, and that officer shall certify as to the 
fact, and if he officially certifies that the prisoner is unable 
to work, then he shall be excused; provided, the city pbysi

cian's certificate shall not release the prisoner from confine
ment in the city prison for the time required to make the sum 
of the fine, unless the city physician shall further certify 
that the imprisonment would cause great bodily injury to, or 

endanger the life of the prisoner. 

Prisoner to be ex 
cused from labOI 
when. 
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CIty marshal to col- Sec. 4. The city marshal s.hall collect aU fines imposed 
lect all fines and 
report. by the recorder, and make report of all fines collected or un-

Fishing prohibited, 
when. 

collected, under oath, at the expiration of each month, to the 

city council. 

CHAPTIDR NINETEEN. 

FISH, PROTECTION OF. 

Section 1. If any person shall catch any fish from the 
San Antonio river or any of its tributaries within the corpo

rate limits of the city of San Antonto, by ~se of hook and 
line, nets, traps or any contrivance whatsoever, between the 
first day of February aLtd the first day of July of each year, 

he shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars ($50.00). 

Dams,'weirs. etc., on Sec. 2. All persons, firms or corporations, who have 
San Antonio river. 

Penalty affixei. 

City engin eer to in
spect dams. weirs, 
etc. 

erected, or may hereafter erect, or who may be operating any 

mill dam, water weir, or other obstruction on the San Antonio 
river or any of its tributaries within the corporate limits of 
the city of San Antonio shall, within thirty days after the 
passage of this ordinance, construct and keep in repair fish
ways, or fish ladders, at such mill dams, water weirs or ob
structions, so that at all seasons of the year fish may freely 
ascend above 'such dams, weirs or obstructions, and any 

tirm, corporation, or person owning such mill dam.s or ob
structions, who shall fail or refuse to construct or keep in 
repair such fish,,"ays or fish ladders shall be fined not ex
cee-ding one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor less than twenty

five dollars ($25.00) for every such neglect or refusal. 

It shall te the duty of the city engineer to carefully in- · 
spect such dams, weirs or obstructions each year between 

the 1st and 31st of January, and to serve notice on the owner 
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or operator thereof to comply with the terms of this ordi
nance, and if the requirements hereof are not complied with 
within thirty days thereafter it shall be the duty of the city 
engineer to report the fact to the city attorney for prosecu

tion of the delinquent. 

Sec~ 3. In the event of the conviction of any person One-balf of certal 

under this ordinance and the collection of the fines herein fines to b~ paid iI: former. 

provided for, one-half of said fine shall be paid to the in

former upon the certificate of the city attorney. 

Sec. 4. Upon the application of any reputable person Special policemE 
may be appointE 
along San Anton 
river. etc . 

residing upon property abutting on the Sail Antonio river or 
its tributaries, or upon any lake, pond or other waters within 
the corporate limits of the city, the mayor shall have the 
right to appoint him a "special policeman" without pay, but 
with authority to make arrests for the violation of thisordi· 

nance only; pTovided, that such special appointee shall have 
the same right to a moiety of any fine imposed by reason 

of any information given by him, as other informers. 

CHAPTER TWENTY. 

GAMING. 

Section 1. If any person shall, within the city of San Keeping or exbH 
lng gaming ta.b 
or banks prob 
ited. 

Antonio, keep or exhibit. for the purpose of gaming. any 
gaming table or bank of any name or description whatever, 
or any table or bank used for gaming which has no name, 
or shall, in any manner, be interested in keeping or exhibit

ing any such table or bank at any place he shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) or more 
than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and imprisonment in the 

city jail not less than ten nor more than ninety days. 

Penalty affixed. 
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What Is included by 
foregoIng section. 
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Sec. 2. It is intended by the foregoing section to in
clude every species of gaming device known by the name of 

table or bank of any kind whatever. This provision shall be 
construed to in(~lude any and all games which, in common 

language, are said to be "played," "dealt," "kept" or "ex
hibited. " 

I Oertain games spe
cified. 

Sec. 3. Lest any misapprehension should f\l'ise as to 
whether certain gamps are included within the meaning of 

the foregoing sections, it is declared that the following games 

are within the meaning and intentions of said sections: 

On information Or 

"Faro," "Mont-e," "Vingt.-en-un," "Rouge-et-noh," _ "Rou

lette," "A B C," "Chuck-a-luck," "Reno" and "Rondo," but 

the enumeration of these games shall not exclude any other 

properly within the meaning of the two preceding sections. 

complaint suffici- f d h h . 
ent to state, what. 0 offenses name in t e tree next preceding sectIOns it is 

Sec. 4. On any information or complaint for the class 

n prosecutions. suf

sufficient to state that the person accused kept a table or 
bank for gaming, without giving the name or dbscription 

thereof. or without stating that the bank, or table, or gaming 
device, was without any name, or that the name was un
known. 

Sec. 5. In prosecutions under this ordinance it shall. 
fiCient to prove. be sufficient to prove that any game therein mentioned was what. 

bertaln words 
defined. 

de-

played, dealt. or exhibited. without proving that money or 
other articles of value were won or lost thereon. 

Sec. 6. The words "played" and "dealt" shall have 
the meanings attached to them in common language; the 

word "exhibit" is intended to signify the act of displaying 

the bank, or game, for the purpose of obtaining betting. 
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Sec. 7. If any person within the city of San Antonio Person betting or 
playing to be fined. 

shall bet or wager at any gaming table or bank, such as are 

mentioned in the preceding sections, or shall bet or wager 
any money or other thing of value, at any of the games in-
cluded in the preceding sections, he shall, upon conviction, 
be fined in any sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more 

than twenty-fi ve dollars ($25.00). 

Sec. 8. If any person shall, within the city of San An
tonio, permit any gaming prohibited uuder the provisions of 
this ordinance to be played in his house or a house under his 
control, or upon his premises, or upon premises under his 
control, the said house being a public place, he shall, upon 
conviction in the recorder's court, be fined not less than ten 
dollars ($10.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100,00.) 

Penalty. 

Owner or agent of 
premises to be 
fined . 

I'ell:tlty . 

Sec. 9. If any person shall, within the city of San An- Renting of rooms or 
houses for gaming. 

tonio, rent a room or house for the purpose of being used as 
Penalty. 

a place for playing, dealing or exhibiting any of the games 
prohibited by the provisions of this ordinance, he shall, upon 

conviction in the recorder's court, be fined not less than 
twenty-fi ve dollar$ ($25.00)uor more than one hundred dollars 

($100.00). 

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE. 

GAS AND WATER PIPES AND FIXTURES. 

Section 1. Any person or persons who shall interfere Interference wIth 
lamp posts. gas 

with any of the fixtures, pipes, lamp posts, lanterns, lights or pipes, and fixtures. 

any object or material pertaining to the gas lights in this city, Penalty. 

shall, upon conviction before the recorder, pay a fine of not 

less than five dollars ($5.00), nor more than twenty-five dol-
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lars ($25.00), or, on failure, be confined in the city jail not less 
than three days nor more than thirty days. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of each and every person, Duties ot persons 
laying and repair
Ing water pipes. company or corporation who may hereafter enter upon or 

Special fund requir
ed to be paid by 
such persons. 

Mayor authorized to 
repair streets out 
ot special tund. 
when. 

make excavations in any street, alley or public place, in the 
city of San Antonio, for the purpose of laying, constructing 
or repairing pipes, appurtenances, fixtures, for the distribu
tion of gas and water, as soon as the work is completed, to 
replace the streets, alleys and public places with the same 
material that adjoining portions of the streets and alleys are 
constructed of, at his or its own proper cost and expense, and 
keep such parts of streets, alleys and public places free from 
all depressions and elevations, in a good condition, for not less 
than twelve months; and if at any time the improvements, 
repairs or the lowering of the grade to any street, alley or 
public place, construction of sewers, 01 any other public 
work, should require the taking up, or removing or reiaying 
of any pipes or· appurtenances, such person, company or 
corporation shall, on notification given it by the mayor, 
promptly attend to and do such work at its own proper cost 
and expen se. 

Sec. 3. In order to insure a faithful compliance with 
Section 2 of this ordinance such person, company or corpora
tion shall be required to pay into the ~ity treasury, before 
commencing to lay pipe, the SUIIi of five hundred dollars 
($500.00) as a special fund to be used by the street commis-

"'hen said fund ex- sioner, under the direction of the mayor, in makin~ neces-
pended new depo- <..J 

sit required. sary repairs and changes as such persons, company or cor-

poration shall be liable to make under the provision of this 
ordinance. Whenever, in the opinion of ·the mayor, any 
street, alley or public place upon which pipes and appurte-
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nances have been laid, or hereafter may be laid, by such per

son, company or corporation, shall become out of repa.ir on 

account of use thereof by them, or whenever it becomes 
necessary to take up any pipes or appurtenances on account 
of construction or reconstruction of streets, alleys or public 
places, or any other improvements, the mayor shall notify 
such person, company or corportion, by mail or otherwise, 
to cause 'the same to be repaired, or cause such changes or 

removals to be made as are necessary, and if the said com
pany shall faU or refuse to obey such notice within the time 
prescribed therein, then the mayor shall cause the repairs to 
be made, or work to be done by the street commissioner, 

same ·to ~e, paid for out of th.re special fund heretofore pro
vided. Whf'never a part or the whole of. said five hundred 
dollars ($500/JO) has been expended for the purp()~e herein
before mentioned, the mayor shall notify the ~fl,id company 

to pay so much more money into· the city treasury as st1all 
bring the fund up again to five h:undred dollaJ'::s ($500.00) . 

• 
CHAPTER TWENrrY-TWO. 

GOO'S ORDER. 

[For general penalty clanse, see Section 26.J 

Se\,;:iOll 1. Any person who shall abuse, beat, wound, 
provoke, insult or disturb any person or persons in this city 

shaH be deemed guilty 'of an offense. 

Persons a bus in g 
b('ating. etc., an
other. guilty of an 
offense. 

Sec. 2. If any person or persons shall exhibit or ex- Indecent exposure, 

posp themselves naked or disguised, or in any indecent or Insulting behavior 
to female, etc. 

offensive manner to any person passing in the highways of 

the city, or to persons living in the neighborhood, or shall 

rudely, insultingly or offensively accost any female, or shall 
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) 

Fighting and incit
ing others to fight. 

Riotous conduct. 

Drawing of pistol, 
gun. knife. etc. 

Unlawful to throw 
stones. fly kites. 
play ball in streets 
or skate or ride bi
cycles on sidewalk. 
etc. 

---
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relieve the calls of nature in any place exposed to the i)u hlie 

sight or gaze, or upon any public street or plaza, such peI"'s'on 

or persens shall be guilty of an offense. 

Sec. 3.· If any person or persons shall fight (except 
in self-defense), or if any person or persons shall 
incite or in any manner encourage others to fight. 
or in any manner to break the peace, or shall by word 
or act be engaged in riotous conduct, or shall in any manner 
aid. abet, incite or encourage others to be engaged in riotous. 
or any unhtwful conduct. under this ordinance, they shall be 
deemed gu~lty of an offense. 

Sec. 4. If any person shall, within the city limits, 
draw any pistol, gun, knife, sword-cane, club or any other in
strun ('ut or .weapon. whereby death may be caused, in a 
threatening, manner, or for the purpose of intimidating 

others, su(' 1 1 erson shall be deemed guilty of an offense. 

Sec. 5. It hhall bA unlawful for any person or persons 
within the popnlah·d limits of the city to throw stones or 
other missiles: or to fly lites, or to roll hoops'-or to shoot with 
bow and arrow, or to shoot 01' discl}ar~e any stone or other 
missile with or from a sling or from an las tic spring, or to 

play at ball in the streets, public i11aces or highways of the 
city, or to go upon roller skates, bicycles or velociper1es' upon 
the sidewalks of the city. 

Breaking windows, Sec. 6. Any person who may break, or 'cause to be 
injuring or def·-tc- broken, intentionally. any glass, windo"T, sash, blind, uoo;', 
lng houses or oth-
er property. gate or fence, or in any manner mal', deface or injure any 

house, building or other property on 'premises with'n the city 
limits not his, her or their own, shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense. 

• 
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Sec. 7. Any person or persons who shall run before, Running before hor-

under or against any animal or aniro.als being ridden or 
driven through the streets of the city, for the purpose of 
frightening them or checking their progress, or of alarming 
the rider or driver, or to the endangering of their own per
sons, shall be deemed guilty of an offense. 

Sec. 8. If any person shall be found drunk, or under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor, upon the streets or in 
any public place within the limits of the city: or be found 
in such condition upon any private property or in any pri-

, vate place not his own, without the consent of the owner, 
lessee or manager of such property or place; or if any per
son shall use any annoying or insulting language towards 
any person, or shall make any threatening. indecent, annoy
ing or insulting gestures or movements towards any person 

or persons, he or she shall be deemed guilty of an offense; 
and upon conviction thereof, before the recorder, shall be 
fined in any sum not less than ($1.00) nor more than one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each and every such offense. 

ses, etc. 

D run ken persons; 
insu 1 ting language; 
indecent gestures. 
etc. 

Penalty. 

Sec. 9. If any person shall shoot or discharge any gun Shooting of firearms 

or firearms within the corporate. limits of the city of San in city limits. 
EXflroptions. 

Antonio he shall be deenled guilty of an offense, ftnd upon Penalty. 

conviction therefor, before the recorder" shall be fined in 
any sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than two 
hundred d(,llars ($200.00); provided, that this section shall not 
be construed to apply to any gun club, shooting association 
or shooting gaMery di3charging guns or other firearms upon 
their ow:n gr<)Unds, nor to persons shooting in any shooting 
gallery h ving a permit from the mayor or city council per
mitting ~he saxe, nor to officers and soldiers of the United 
States ~i'my discharging any guns or other firearms upon 

'. t· 

• 
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any grounds over which the United States exercise exclu
sive jurisdiction. 

Sec. 10. It shall be unlawful for any person to shoot or 
discharge firecrackers or rockets upon the public streets of 

this city within the populated districts of the city. 

Sec. 11. If any person shall go into any public place, 
language; swear-
ing; indecent ex- or into or near any private or public house, or along any pub-

. posure; rude dis- l' t t h' h 11 d th 1 d 'f play of weapons, IC S ree, Ig way or a ey, an ere use any ou or VoCl -
etc. erous, or obscene or indecent language, or shall swear or 

curse, or shall expose his or her person in an indecent man
ner, or shall rudely display any pistol or other deadly
weapon, such person shall be deemed guilty of an offense. 

Fast dri ving in city 
limits; drivio/r on 
sidewalks. etc. 

Riding bicycles fas

Sec. 12. If any person or persons shall, upon the 
plazas, streets or other high ways of the city, immoderately 
ride or drive, either under the saddle! in harness or other

wise, any horse or other ani mal or animals, or shall so ride or 
drive as to endanger the safety of any person or persons, or 
shall ride or drive on the sidewalks or banquettes of the 
city, such person or persons shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense, and it shall be the duty of the police of the city ~o, 
a.nd any person may, at once stop and arrest such person or 

persons. 

Sec. 13. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride on. 
t.er th a n eight a bicycle. on or alonoO' any of the public streets, alleys, 
miles an hour. 

Lamp required on 
bicycles at night. 

avenues, plazas or squares of this city at a rak~ of speed 
- faster than eight miles an hour. 

Sec. 14. It shall be unlawful for any per on to ride on ' 
a bicycle on or along any of the public stree , alleys, 
avenues. plazas or squares of this city during t e night 

without a lighted lamp attached to such bicycle. 
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Sec. 15. . All bicycles used 'on any of the streets, alleys, 
avenues, plazas or squares of this city shall have attached to 
the handle bar a bicycle bell, and it shall be the duty of any 
person riding on any such bicycle when approaching, and at 
a dlstance not closer than fifteen feet of any vehicle drawn 
by horses or other animals, or persons on foot or riding, to 
give warning of such approach by sounding the bell attached 
to such bicycle at least three times. 

Bells req uired on 
bicycles. 

Sec. 16. Any person violating any of the provisions of Penf\oltyaffixed. 

Sections 13, 14 and 15 of this chapter shall be deemed guilty 
of an offense, and upon conviction thereof before the re
corder's court, be fined in any sum not less than five dollars 
($5.00) or more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first 
offense, and not less than ten dollars ($10.00) or more than 
fifty dollars ($50.00) for each subsequent offense. 

Sec. 17. If any person or persons shall at any time Resisting or hinder
ing an officer. 

resist, hinder, abuse or insult, by words or otherwise, any 
officer of t~e city, in the lawful discharge of his duty under 
any ordinance of the city, such person or persons shall be 
~eemed guilty of an offense. 
c 

Sec. 18. It shall be unlawful for any person, not a 
passenger thereon,. to get on, or cling to, any street or other 
railroad car when in motion. 
~.-

Sec. 19. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons 

Getting Oil 01' c1in~

ing to street or 
railroad car in mo
tion. 

Tying of horses, etc. 

to use or leave any horses or other animals so as to in any Impeding progress 
of pedestrians. etc. way obstruct the sidewalks or banquettes, or to tie any 

Goods for sale on 
a.nimal to the lamp posts. or in any alley of the city; and it sidewalks. etc. 

shall be unlawful for any person or persons to.-ttand or sit 
upon the plazas, streets, si~ewalks or banquettes of the cltY,--
so as to impede the pl'ogress of pedestrians, or to place goods 
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wares, merchandise, or any other article, in or upon such . 
streets, plazas, sidewalks or banquettes; provided, the mayor 
may authorize 'persons to display or s~ll on Alamo, Main or 
Military plazas, such articles as he may deem proper. Any 
person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
guil ty of an offense. 

Sec. 20. It shall be the duty of the city police, dili-Duty of city poUce 
. to preserve good 
order. gently and on all occasions, to preserve the peace and good 

Person interfering order of the inhabitants of the city, and to protect them in 
guilty of offense. 

Spa.rring matches in 
public place. 

Penalty affixed to 
Section 21. 

Interfering with pa.
rades or proces
sions. 

the full enjoyment thereof, and any person or persons doing 
any act or acts, having a tendency to mar or interrupt the 
same, shall be deemed guilty of an offense, the same as if 
specially provided for in this ordinance. 

Sec. 21. It shall be unlawful for any person to fight 
with or without gloves, or to give a sparring match in any 
in any public place, theatre, opera house or other place where 

the general public are admitted, whether a fee for admittance 
is demanded or not. 

Sec. 22. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
Section 21 shall, upon conviction before the recorder, be 
fined in any sum not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), 
and not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00.) 

Sec. 23. It shall be unlawful for any person to exhibit 
or display, sell or offer for sale any indecent or lewd picture 
or other represen ta tion of a lascivious character, at any place 
where persons passing along the pu bHc streets might or
dinarily see the same. 

Sec. 24. I t shall be unlawful for any person to inter
fere in any manner with any other person engaged in 

fornling or proceeding with a procession or parade for legal 
purposes, on the streets or plazas of San Antonio. 
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Sec. 25. Any violation of the provisions of Section 24 Penalty affixed 
Section 24. 

'Shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five dol-
lars ($25.00). 

I Sec. 26. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
.any of the sections of this chapter wherein a penalty is not 
specially provided shall, upon conviction before the recorder, 
be fined .not less than five dollars (*5.00) nor more than two 
hundred dollars ($200.00). 

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE. 

GUNPOWDER AND OTHER EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCES. 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person to have 
or keep within the limits of ' the city of San Antonio, powder 
·or other explosive substances, except as herein provided. 

Powder or ot. 
ploetve 

Sec. 2. Merchants or other persons may keep within Mercha.nl 
powdel 

·one B:nd one-half miles of Main plaza fifty pounds or less of 
. powder or other explosive substances at anyone time be-
tween the hours of 6 o'clock a. m. and 6 o'clock p. m., and not 
over twenty-five pounds over night, provided, this quantity 
shall at all times be kept in a safe and secure box or canister 
. com pletely closed. 

Sec. 3. Vehicles employed to carry . powder or other Veh' 
ov 

·explosives about the city for sale or distribution shall n~t wI 

·carry more than two hundred pounds at &.ny one time, and Me.' 

said vehicle shall be so arranged as to effectually cover u"'-
and protect the kegs or packages from accidental fire. 

Sec. 4. Vehicles employed to carry' powder. 
explosive substances from any railroad depot t" 
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aiines for storage shall not carry more than five hundred 
pounds at a time through the city, and shall not pass through 
any densely populated portions of the city, but shall cross 
the river at either the Arsenal or Grand avenue bridge. 

Sec. 5. Upon affidavit being made before the recor~er 
that powder or other explosive material is being carried 
through or stored in the city contrary to the provisions of 
this ordinanca,.it is hereby made the duty of said recorder to 
i·ssue a search warrant authorizing the city marshal or other 
peace officer to search the premises where said powder 'or 
other explosive substance is alleged to be stored, and it is 
hereby made the duty of the city marshal, or other peace of-

, ficer receiving said warrant, to search the premises t.herein 
named, and seize and take possession of all powder or ex
plosive ma.terial found stored therein contrary to the pro
visions hereof, and keep the ' same subject to the order of 
the court. 

Sec. 6. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
this chapter shall be fined in any sum not less than twenty
five dollars ($25.00) and not exceeding two hundre~ dollars 
($200.00), and in addition thereto may be conti ned in the city 
jail not exceeding sixty days. 

CHAPrER TWENTY-FOUR. 

HACKS AND VEHICLES. 

Section 1. The following tariff of prices, which shall 
.... posted in a C'onspicuous place in such hacks, is hereby es- . 

lted for licensed hacks and carriages for hire in this 
. ~h the person or persons owning, driving or con troll-

"\ are hereby authorized to,charge. and it shall be 
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unlawful for such person or persons to ask or receive more 
than the rates hereby established: 

a. For carrying each person or passenger a distance 
not to exceed one-half of a mile, twenty-five (25) cents; when 
there are more than two passengers going to the same desti
nation, seventy-five (75) cents for all. 

b. For each person or passenger a distance not to ex
ceed one mile, fifty (50) cents; where there are more than two 
passengers going to t~e same destination, not more than one 
doUar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) for all. 

c. For each and every person or passenger to a distance 
of over one mile, or to any point inside of the city limits, 
seventy-five (75) cents; for two or more passengers going to 
the same destination, one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) for all. 

d. When passengers desire to remain not more than ten 
minutes after reaching their destination and then return, the 
hacks or carriages carrying them shall ' be required to wait 
said time for them, and the passenger or passengers shall be 
required to pay one-half of the fare and sum herein estab
lished for thtair return trip, except when there is but one 
passenger going not over one-half a mile, in which case he 
shall pay twenty-five (25),cents for the return trip. 

e. No extra charge shall be made for carrying baggage 

of a passenger, if the same d\.'es not exceed seventy-five 
pounds in weight, or one trunk not exceeding one hundred 
pounds in weight, and for extra baggage the person or per-

. sons in charge of such hack or carriage conveying the same 
may demand twenty-five (25) cents for each trunk, or for one 
hundred pounds or fraction thereof. 

f. When any hack or carriage is hired for, or used for 
an hour or more, the owner or driver or person in charge of 
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the same may charge one dollar and fifty· cents ($1.50) for the 
first hour, and one dollar ($1.00) for every subsequent hour 
that" the same may be used or employed by the same person 

Qr persons, and for attendance upon funerals the charge 
shall be by the hour at the rate hereinbefore established. 

Sec. 2. After 10 o'clock p. m., and before 5 o'clock a. Ta.riff for hack or 
carriage prIce be
tween lOp. m. and m., the owner, driver or person in charge of any hack or car-
5 a. m. riage, may charge fifty (50) cents per hour more than the 

Unlawful to refuse 
hIre of hack or 
carrIage. 

rate herein established for the carriage of passengers; but 
shall not charge more than two donars ($2.00) for the first 
hour. and one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) for each subse
quent hour that the same may be used or employed by the 
same person or persons. 

Sec. 3. Whenever any hack or carriage for hire may 
be unemployed, it shall be the duty of the owner, driver or 
person in charge of such hackor carriage, and they are here

by required to carry any person or persons, who wish it, to 
any point of this city for the sums and rates herein estab· 
lished, and it shall be unlawful for them to r efuse to do so. 

Sec. 4. Any person or persons refusing to pay the Persons refusing to 
pay f~res guilty of 
disorderly 'con- fares, as herein established, after b~ing carried to their des-
duct. 

Pena.lty affixed to 
SeQtions 3 and 4. 

tination, or place where they leave such ,hack or carriage, if 
demanded without delay by :'hf' owner, driver or person in 
charge of such hack Cil' carr"age, shall be guilty of disorderly 
conduct. 

Sec. 5. Any person or persons violating allY of the 
provisions of Sections 3 and 4 shall be fined not less than one 
dollar ($1.00) nor more than ten dollars ($10.00), for each and 
every offense, or, in defau~t of payment, be imprisoned not 
less than one nor more than five days. 
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Sec. 6. All hacks, carts, drays, carriages and two- Oertain vehicles to 
-occupy stands des

horse wagons for hire shall take such stands upon the plazas ignated by city 

h h · f marshal. of t e city as may be assigned to them by the clef 0 

police of the city of San Antonio, and shall be under such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the said chief 
of police. 

Sec. 7. It shall be unlawful for any hack or carriage Unlawfulforcertain 
vehicles to remain 

for hire, cart or dray, unlesbloading or receiving or unload- within 50 feet of 

ing passengers or goods, to remain alongside or wit4in fifty 
feet of the sidewalks of any of the plazas of the city. 

sidewalks, when. 

Sec. 8. Any and all licensed hack drivers shall furnish Side lights to be 
placed on certaIn 

and keep to each licensed hack or carriage used in the city vehicles, when. 

limits, two side-lights or lanterns, to be used at night as long Penalty affixed. 

as the hack or carriage shall remain employed after night, 
and any person failing ~o comply with this . section, shall, on 
conviction, be fined in a sum not less than three dollars 
($3.00) nor more than ten dollars ($10.00), and in default of 
payment, be committed to the city jail for not less than three 
days nor more than five days. 

Sec. 9. It shall be unlawful for any wagon or cart to Unlawful for wag

stop in Main or Market street, or in any other street, unless 
loading or unloading freight, or from necessity, of which the 
recorder shall be the judge. 

ons and carts to 
stop, where. 

Sec. 10. All Mexican carts in the business portion of Mexican carts to 
take stand, where. 

the city, unless loading or unloading, shall take their stand 
on the Military or Alamo plaza, and there remain until the 
owner or owners, or person in charge thereof, shall drive-the 
same out of the city or into some private enclosure; but no, 
wagon, cart or other vehicle shall remain upon the said plazas 
or either of them, all night. 
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Unlawful to leave Sec. 11. It shall be unlawful for the owner, driver or 
vehicles u'n tie d, 
when. person in charge of any hack, wagon, buggy or other vehicle 

Penalty affixed. 

Unlawful to drive 

to leave such vehicle alone in any plaza, street, avenue, lane, 
alley or ot,her public place within the limits of the city of San 
Antonio, unless the same be left in charge of some competent 
person over the age of 14 years, or securely tied to some 
suitable and immovable object; lJrovided, that vehicles using 
only one horse or like animal may be tied to any ordinary 
iron buggy weight, said weight to weigh, however, not less 
than ten pound s. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 
shall be deemed guilty of an offense. and upon conviction 
therefor before the recorder shall be fined in any sum not 
less than one dollar ($1.00) nor more than two hundred dollars 
($200.00). 

Sec. 12. It shall be unlawful for any person to drive 
wagons, etc., lOad- any wa2'on, cart or dray loaded with cotton, rock, brick, sand, 
ed with certain ~ 

materials. where. 

Penalty affixed. 

Obstructing or im
peding thorough
fares. 

lumber, wood, hay, coal, straw, fodder, wool or hides, or any 
other substance upon West Commerce street, except on that 
part of the same lying between the intersecting streets there
on, from N ol'th Flores to Casino streets, for the purpose of 
loading or unloading such wagons, carts or drays. Any per
son violating any of the provisions of this section shall be 
deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction therefor 
before the recorder, shall be fined in any sum not less than 
five dollars ($5.00) nor more than two hundred dollars 
($200.00). 

·Sec. 13. Any teamster, wagoner, cart man or coach
man, or driver of any other vehicle, who shall stop his team 
at any hour of the day or night in any public thoroughfare 
within the limits of this corporation, so as to impede or ob-
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struct the free passage of the same, shall be liable to the 
penalty hereafter provided. 

Sec. 14. Any person violating anyone of Sections 6,7, Penalty affixed to 

3 h 
Sections 6, 7, 9. 10 

9, 10 and 1 , shall on conviction, be fined not less than tree and 13. 

dollars ($3.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

Sec. 15. It shall be unlawful for any person or corpo
ration in said city to run, or keep for public use or hire, any 
of the vehicles hereinafter mentioned, without having first 
obtained a license" therefor, and given a bond and paid the 
license dues prescribed in this chapter. 

License to be ob
taiDed and bond 
given. 

Sec. 16. Every person or corporation desiring to keep Obtaining license. 

for public use or hire, allY of the vehicles hereinafter de- Amount and de-
scription of bond. 

scribed, shall obtain from the city clerk a license, in which Amount of certain 

shall be described the vehicle, number of animals to be used, licenses. 

and the period for which said license shall be in force, and 
all owners or persons running hacks or 'busses shall execute 
a bond in the sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each 
hack or 'bus, with two or more securities, to be approved by 
the city clerk, payable to said city, and conditioned as follows: 
"That said person or persons shall well and truly perform 
and discharge each and all the duties and obligations devol
ving upon said person or persons, and incumbent upon the 

same under the ordinances of the said city, relating to and 
regulating and prescribing the duties of drivers of hacks 
and like vehicles." Every owner or driver of any vehicle 
hereinafter named, shall also pay the following license dues, 
to-wit: For each and every dray, furniture cart, grocery 
wagon, float, truck or city express wagon, drawn by not more 
one animal, as license dues, the sum of two dollars and fifty 

cents ($2.50) and the cost of numbering, not to exceed twen
ty-five (25) cents; for every truck, float, or four-wheeled vehi-
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cle used for transportation of merchandise, baggage, etc. t 
and drawn by two animals, or running any other of the 
vehicles mentioned in the preceding portion of this section 
which may be drawn by more than one animal, as license 
dues, the sum of five dollars ($5.00) and the cost of num
bering, not to exceed twenty-tive (25) cents for each 
vehicle. For each and every hack or omnibus for the trans
portation of passengers, for hjre, or for the use f'nd coven
ience of the guests of hotels, as license dues, the i:-um of five 
dollars ($5.00); for each and every buggy kept f\11' hire, as 
license dues, the sum of one dollar and fifty cents (31.50) and 
the cost of numbering, not to exceed twenty-five (25) cents 
each. 

License ,numbers to Sec. 17. All drays, carts, trucks, floats and grocery 
be affixed to ve-
hicles. wagons shall have affixed to them a number, painted on a 

Duration of licenses. 

plate, corresponding to the number on the license, and the 
color of said number shall be changed annually; and all omni
busses and public hacks ~hall have painted on the sides and 
front of each of the lamps, in distinct and legible figures not 

.. less than two inches in size, a number in colors to be desig
nated annually by the city clerk, corresponding to the num
ber of the license on each vehicle, and all buggies shall have 
affixed to them, under the cushion, a number plate, the color 
to be changed annually. 

Sec. 18. All license dues provided for in the preced
ing sections of this ordinance shall run from the first day of 
May of one year to the first day of May of the next year; 
provided, that such license dues may be issued at any time 
during the year for the unexpired portion thereof, upon pay
ment of a proportionate sum of the annual dues. 
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Sec. 19. All hack drivers, or drivers of other public Drivers of public 

conveyances, who shall fail to halt when called on to do so by 
the marshal, or any member of the police force, shall be 
guilty of an offense. 

Sec. 20. The city marshal, by and with the advice and 
consent of some authorized agent of the International an.d 
Great Nort.hern Railroad Company, and of the Galveston, 
Harrisburg and San Antonio Railroad Company, and of the 

San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railway Company, shall, as 
soon after the passage of this ordinance as practicable, as

sign a stand at the several depots of said companies where 
hacks, carts, drays, wagons and other vehicles shall receive 
and discharge their freight or passengers, and also a place 
where they shall stand while waiting for freight or pas

sengers. 

c on v e y a II ces to 
halt. whell. 

City marshal to as
sign stands forcer
tain vehicles. 

Sec. 21. Any person or corporation failing to comply l'enalty affixed to 
Sections 15 and 29. 

with Sections 15 and 19 of this ordinance shall pay a fine of 
not less than three dollars ($3.00) nor more than fifty dollars 
($50.00) for each offense, upon conviction before the recorder 

of the city. 

Sec. 22. It shall be unlawful for the driver of any 
hack, cart, dray, wagon or other vehicle, to receive or dis
charge his freight or passengers at any other place within 
the depot gro~nds of said railroad companies than at the 
place indicated by the city marshal under the provisions of 
this ordinance, and it shall be unlawful for them to go up to 
such stand unless called there to receive freight and pas
sengers. 

Sec. 23. It shall .be unlawful for any runner or driver 
of any hack, cart, dray, wagon, or other vehicle, or the run-

Freight and passen
gers to be received 
.and discharged. 
where. 

Certain persons pro
hi bit e d entering 
d e pot buildings, 
when. 



Unlawful to drive 
across funeral pro
cessions, ex c e p t 
etc. 

234 REVISED CRIMINAL ORDINANCES. 

neI' for any hotel, or any other persons, to go upon the plat
form or enter any of the depot buildings of any railroad 
company of this city at the time 'Of the arrival or departure 
of trains, or at any other time, and solicit passengers or 
freight. 

Sec. 24. I t shall be unlawful for any person to drive 
his vehicle and horses into or across the line of a funeral pro
cession, except at such places as may be indicated to the 
funeral managers. 

Penalty affixed to Sec. 25. Any person violating or failing to comply 
SectIons 22, 23 and 24. with any of the provisions of Sections 22, 23 and 24, shall, 

1-'la.ces of deposit for 
carcasses. 

Disposition of car
c a. sse s. decaying 
matter, etc. 

upon conviction before the recorder, be fined in any sum not 
less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than two hundred dol
lars ($200.00). 

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE. 

HEALTH REGULATIONS. 

[For General Penalty Prescribed, See Section 41.] 

Section 1. The mayor shall be and ·is hereby author
ized and empowered to e.xpend an necessary money for the 
establishing, opening and maintaining places of deposit and 
burial, one east and one west of the river, and of carrying 
and depositing and burying therein ~Jll carcasses, filth and 

dirt. 

Sec. 2. Upon the establishment of such burial place 
and place of deposit of said notice, the citizens or residents 
of each side of the river shall be required to move, without 
delay, all dead bodies or carcasses, the cleanings of stables, 
pens, etc., and all manner of filth and corruption, decaying 
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and putrid matter, or a.nything that would jeopardize 
public health, that may be or accumulate upon his, her or 
their preII].ises, or which he, she or they may have caused 

: to accumulate, and to carry and deposit same at the burial 
place established for that side of the river. 

Sec. 3. All filth and dirt taken from any public street, All filth and dirt to 

lane, square or alley by the city cartman or cartmen shall be 
hauled and deposited in one of said places of deposit, and all 
dirt or filth of every kind removed or required by ordinance 
now passed, or hereafter to be passed, to be removed from 
any house, privy, yard, enclosure or lot, shall be immediately 
carried and deposited by the owner or occupant thereof in 
the place of burial or deposit established for that side of the 
city in which said house, pri vy, yard, enclosure or lot may be' 
situated. 

be] disposed of 
where. 

Sec. 4. Every person being the parent or guardian. or Minors and wards to 

having the care, custody or control of any minor or other in
dividual, shall (to the extent of any means, power and author
ity of said parent, guardian or other person that could 
properly be used or exerted for such purpose) cause and 
procure such minor or individual to be promptly and effect
ively vaccinated, that such minor or individual shall not be 
lia ble to take the small-pox. 

be vaccinated. 

Sec. 5. No parent, guardian or custodian of any child Minors and wards to 

or other individual shall permit such person to be unneces
sarily exposed to the taking, or to the infection, of any conta
gious disease. 

be guarded against 
con tag i 0 u s dis
eases. 

Sec. 6. No meat or food of any kind shall be sold or Meat and food not 

offered for sale to the public by persons living in houses 
wherein small-pox or other contagious diseases prevail. It 

to be sold by cer-
tain persons. 
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Police to destroy shall be the duty of the police to seize and destroy any 
certain articles. 

articles herein referred to that may be found in the market 

Penalty affixed to 
Sections 2, 3, 4. ;, 
and 6. 

City council to guard 
. a.gainst introduc

tion of contagious 
diseases, etc. 

Mayor may order re
moval or destruc
tion of certain ar
ticles. when. 

places or elsewhere for sale in violation of this section. 

Sec. 7. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, shall be deemed guilty of an offense, 
and upon conviction 'shall be fined not less than five dollars 
($5.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), and in 
default of payment be committed to prison any number of 
days, not exceeding thirty, in the discretion of the recorder~ 

Sec. 8. The city council , may take such meas~res. as· 
they may deem effectual to prevent the introduction of any 
pestilential, contagious or infectious disease into the city; 
and for that purpose may order the examination and deten
tion of any person coming from any place in~ected, or . be

lieved to be infected, with such disease. 

Sec. 9. The mayor, upon the advice of the city physi
cian, may order the removal from beyond the city limits, or 
destruction of any bedding, wearing apparel or other like 
property, which shall be suspected of being tainted or in
fected with pestilence, or whieh shall be likely to pass into 
such a state as to generate or propagate disease. 

City physician to be Sec 10. 'rhe city physician shall be the health officer of 
health office r of the city. He shall have power and authority to abate, or 
city. 

Powers, etc. 

Powers and duties of 
city physician. 

. ' 

cause to be abated, all nuisances affeeting the health of the 
community, as also, weeds, herbs, etc., and to do all acts, 
and make all needful regulations for the promotion of health. 

or for the suppression of disease. 

Sec. 11. He shall direct the mode, and designate the 
proper materials or disinfectants to be used by individuals in 
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cleaning their premises and in cleaning and disinfecting the~r 
sinks and privies, and any person who shall violate, refuse or 

-

Punishment of per
sons violating the 
health regulations. 

fail to comply with any order, rule or regulation issued by Penalty affixed. 

the health officer under this ordinance shall be, upon convic-
tion before the recorder, fined not less than five ,dollars 
($5.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), and fol' 
any failure or refusal to comply with any order or notice 
of the health officer when a particular time is specified 
for the execution of such regulation, order or notice, 

the person so offending shall be liable to a fine, as herein 
provided, for every day he shall fail or refuse to comply with 

the same. 

Sec. 12. All persons exposing fruit for sale within this 
city shall keep the same fully protected and covered by 

mosquito bars or other like covering. 

Sec. 13 . . Any person or persons failing to comply with 
Section 12 of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a mis
demeanor, and on conviction shall be fined not less than ten 
dollars ($10.00) nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), and 
each day shall constitute a separate offense. 

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX. 

HEALTH, BOARD OF 

Fruit exposed for 
sale to be covered, 
how. 

Penalty affixed to 
Section 12. 

Section 1. The board of health of the city of San Board of health com
posed, ho·w. 

Antonio shall consist of a president and four members, to be 
Mayor and city phy-

appointed by the mayor. The mayor and city physician shall slcian ex-officio 

be ex-otficio members of the board of health, and shall be en
titled to ~ voice and vote in all its proceedings. 

members. 

Sec. 2. The members of the board of health, as herein Pay of members. 

provided for, shall serve without pay, except dudng the 



Duties of board of 
health. 

Board of health sub
ject to whom. 

Powers and duties. 

Report to be made 
when and how. 
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prevalence of an epidemic when they each shall receive five 
dollars ($5.00) for each meeting so attended. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the board of health to 
hold regular sessions at least once a month in the council 
chamber at the city hall. Hnd these and all other meetings 
shall be attended by the assistant city clerk, who shall act as 
secretary and keep a record of the proceedings. 

Sec. 4. The board of health are su bject to the general 
ordinances of the city council. They shall have general 
supervision of all matters appertaining to the sanitary con
dition of the city, including the city hospital, jail, alms 
house, schools, and all health institutions, and shall see that 
all the sanitary ordinances of the city are strictly enforced. 

Sec. 5." 'rhe board shall, on or before the first day of 
March of each year, make an annual report of the affairs of 

the health. department to the city council, and shall include 
therein the report of the city physician, and all other matters 
under their charge, and at the same time furnish a detailed 
statement of the amount of money that will be required for 
the department during the ensuing fiscal year; and the coun

cil may provide for the raising of such amount, or so much ' 
thereof as in their judgment may be necessary. This 

money shall constitute the health fund. All expenditures 
shall be subject to approval by the city council in the same 
manner as all other branches of the city government. 

Assistant city clerk Sec. 6. The assistant clerk of the city shall perform 
to be secretary of 
board. etc. the duties of secretary of the ~oard, and shall keep all its 

When notice given 
of building infect
ed by contagious 
disease, etc. 

'records, books and papers, and perform such other duties as 
may be prescribed by said bqard. 

Sec. 7. Whenever notice shall have been given to the 
board that any public building is unfit for habitation by rea-
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son of being infected with disease liable to be contagious, 
they - may communIcate such fact~ to the mayor, who shall 

issue an order to be served upon the owner, agent or lessee 
requiring all persons to vacate; and within twenty-four 
hours, or sooner, the building must be vacated. 

Sec. 8. Every physician in the city shall report to this Every physician to 

board in writing, immediately after his first professional 
visit, every patient he shall have laboring under the follow-

I 

ing diseases: Typhoid, typhus, yellow fever, Asiatic c~olera, 
small-pox, or other contagious or infectious diseases, and 
every death from such disease immediately after it shall 
have occurred. 

report. what. 

Sec. 9. Every householder shall also report, in person Every householder 
shall report, what, or in writing, to this board the names of all the inmates of 

Superintendent of 
his or her house who he shall have reason to believe are sick schools to be notl-

, , fled. etc. 
of typhoid, typhus, yellow fever, cholera, small-pox, or any 

other contagious disease he might consider dangerous to the 
public health. The superintendent of public schools shall in 
like manner be notified of locations of contagious diseases, 
and should he find any attendants in the schools 'who reside 
in said houses, he shall refuse them admittance to the public 

_ schools, only admitting. them again upon presenting a certifi
cate from the health board that there was no longer danger 
from contagion. 

Sec. 10· No person shall use, or hire, or permit any Use of certain pub-
lic yehicles prohibothers to use, without consent of the board of health, any ited , without. etc. 

public vehicle which has been driven or used for the convey-
ance or removal of any person afflicted or dead with small~ 
pox. 

Sec. 11. When a case of small-pox, Asiatic cholera Yellow fl ag to be dis
p] ayed on certain or yellow fever is reported to the board of health, the city premises , when. 
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physician shall immediately visit the premises where the 
person is, and. upon personal inspection, shall cause a yellow 
flag to be erected in a conspicuous place upon the premises, 
the same to remain during continuance of disease. 

RemoYalof persons Sec. 12. No person shall remove a small-pox or cholera 
with contagious patient or person suffering with R.ny contae-ious disease wiLh-
diseases. <..> 

Detail of health and 
sanitary inspector. 

Duties of same. 

Record of births, 
deaths. etc. 

Fine prescribed. 

out the consent of the city .physician or his assistants, 
Such person may, however, be removed to the hospital, pest 
house or such other place or places as the board of health 
may designate. 

Sec. 13. The chief of police may, upon application of 
this board, detail not to exceed four of the regular police 
force to act as 'health and sanitary inspectors, one for each 
ward. It shall be their duty to report all violations of city 
ordinances detrimental to public health, all gutters or sewers 
that may not be in good order or have become foul. Also all 

privies, standing water or stagnant pools; to cause the re
moval of all dead animals, garbage and filth; to report any 10-

caUty that may be infected with low fevers of any kind of ep
idemic, report all persons who are using the streets as 
sewers, emptying slops and refuse therein, and to see that 
they are brought before the recorder, and made to under
stand, through penalties imposed, that they cannot persist in 
such acts. If this board find the city ordinances do not 
reach all such cases, they will ask the city council to make 
rules that will have the desired effect. 

Sec. 14. The board shall cause to be kept in their of
fice a record of all the births, deaths and interments in said 
city, which shall be open for the inspection of any person 
during office hours. Physicians failing to make such report 

shall be fined by ordinance. 


