


























REVISED CITY CHARTER. 5

treasurer, city attorney, auditor, assessor, and one alderman
from each ward in the city, and four aldermen from the city
at large, shall be voted for, and the returns of such election
shall be made as hereinafter provided. [Amendment of 1891.]

Sec. 6. That the first election under this act shall be
held as provided in section 5, and every two years thereafter

shall be the regular charter election for all elective officers.
[Amendment of 1889.]

[Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, repealed March
4th, 1585.]

Sec. 20. The mayor shall provide suitable rooms and
arrangements for polls of election.

[Sections 21, 22, 23, repealed March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 24. At the first regular meeting of the council
after the promulgation of the result of the election, for
mayor and other officers, the city council, upon nominations
therefor, made by the mayor, shall proceed to elect a city
clerk, one physician, one street commissioner, one or more
market masters, one or more water commissioners, one city
engineer, city marshal, and clerk of recorder’s court, and
one or more assistant marshals, and such police and other
officers as they muy deem necessary for the proper adminis-
tration of the city government, and for the interest of the
city. '

They may provide by ordinance for the suspension or
removal, by two-thirds vote of the entire council, of all
officers elected by the people or appointed by the council, for
malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office, and shall
fill all vacancies as they may oceur; provided, such vacancies
occur not less than nine months before the expiration of the
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term of office of the parties vacating. [Amendment of 1891.]
[Secti-n 25 repealed March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 26. The mayor shall cause all places where intox- '
icating liquors are sold or given away to be closed during the
day of election, until the polls are closed; and any person re-
fusing to close such establishment, house or brothel, shall be
arrested and kept in confinement until the day following the
election, when he or she shall be tried, and, if found guilty,
shall be fined in a suin not less than ten dollars ($10.00), nor
more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), and upon refusal to
pay the fine shall be imprisoned in the city prison for a period
not exceeding one month;and any police officer is authorized to
seize any liquor offered for sale, or to be given away, upon
any open or public place cr highway, and the persons so
offending shall be subject to the penalty herein provided.

[Sections 27 and 28 repealed March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 29. That all the elections in the city shall be held
in accordance with the state law governing elections, and re-
turns shall be made to the mayor in the same manner that
returns are made under the state law. The qualification of
voters shall be as prescribed in Article 6 of the constitution
of the state; provided, that at all elections wherein property
taxpayers only are allowed to vote, those only who are actual
taxpayers, and whose names appear on the last assessment
rolls of the city, shall be deemed property taxpayers; pio-
vided, further, that if the name of any person offering to vote,
he being otherwise qualified, does not appear on said tax roll,
but produces his property tax receipt for the preceding year,
he shall be entitled to vote, but the word “sworn” shall be
written on the back of his ballot and opposite his name on

the poll lists. [Amendment of 1891.]
[Sections 80 and 31 repealed March 4th, 1885.]
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Sec. 32. The mayor shall hold his office for a term of two Mayor’s term of
: fiice.
years, and until bis successor is duly elected and qualified. s

Sec. 33. The city council shall be composed of the Composition of city
mayor and aldermen. One alderman to be elected from each """ **
ward by the voters thereof, and four aldermen to be elected
by the voters of the city at large. The aldermen shall hold
office for two years, and until their successors are elected
and qualified, The aldermen elected as representatives of
the different wards shall be residents thereof at least six
months prior to their election, and shall vacate their office if

at any time they should remove therefrom. [Amendment of
March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 34. Noperson shall be elected or appointed to any Qualification of
office in the city who is disqualified from holding office under e
the fourteenth amendment of the constitution of the United
States, and at the time of his election or appointment is nota
citizen of the state of Texas and a resident within the city
limits at least one year preceding such election or appoint-
ment. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 35. If the office of mayor should become vacant Vacancy in mayor's
by death, removal of the mayor beyond the city limits, or b
otherwise, a majority of the aldermen may elect one of their
number mayor for the time being to fill the vacancy until his
successor is elected and qualified. Should such vacancy
occur more than nine months prior to the first regular elec-
tion to be held thereafter, then, in- that case, such acting
mayor, or in case of his refusal, any three aldermen are
hereby required to issue a proclamation for a new election
forthwith, to be held in the same manner as regular city elec-
tions for that purpose are required to be held. The person
elected to act as mayor for the time being shall receive the
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Sec. 40. The city council shall hold regular meetings
at stated times, at least once in each month; and the mayor,
of his own motion, or any three aldermen, may call special
meetings, the object of which said special meetings shall be
submitted to the council in writing, and the call and object
thereof shall be entered on the journal by the clerk. The
city council shall have power to prescribe rules and regula
tions for their government while in session, and for the en-
forcement thereof. [Amendment of 1689 ]

Sec. 41. Petitions and remonstrances may be pre-
sented to the council in writing only, and the council shall
determine the rules of its own proceedings, and have power
to compel the attendance of absent members, and with the
concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected, may ex-
pel a member.

Sec. 42. The city council shall have the care, manage-
ment and control of the city and its property and finances;
and shall have power to enact and ordain any and all ordin-
ances not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this
state, and such ordinances to alter, modify or repeal, and
shall have power by ordinance:

Sec. 43. To borrow money on the credit of the city
and issue bonds therefor for permanent public improve-
ments to an amount not to exceed fifty thousand dollars for
and during any one year, commencing June 1, 1895; and
every proposition to borrow money as aforesaid shall be sub-
mitted to the qualified taxpaying voters of the city, and shall
distinetly specify the purposes for which the loan is desired
and the permanent public improvement to be constructed,
and if said proposition be sustained by a majority of said
votes cast, such loan shall be lawful, All bonds shall specify
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for what purpose they were issued, and when sold shall net
the city mot less than their par value with accrued interest to
date of payment of proceeds into the city treasury; and the
bonds shall be negotiated in lots as the city council may de-
termine and direct; provided, that no debts shall be con-
tracted for the payment whereof such bonds or lot thereof
are issued until such bonds or lot of bonds shall have been
disposed of and the proceeds thereof pﬁid into the city
treasury; and no debt shall ever be created by said city un-
less at the same time provision be made to assess and collect
annually a sufficient sum to pay the interest thereon and
create a sinking fund of at least two per cent thereon; which
fund shall not be diverted or drawn for any other purpose; °
and the city treasurer shall honor no draft drawn on said .
fund except to pay the interest, or to redéem the bonds for
which it was provided; provided, the rate of tax ‘shall not
exceed one-half of one per cent, and the rate of interest paid
shall not exceed six per cenl; provided, also, no loan shall be
made for any other purpose or purposes than those connected
with the corporation of said city; and no loan shall be made to
aid any private enterprise, railroad, or undertaking not un-
der the management or control of the city council; provided,
further, that the sinking fund for the redemption of any loan
or debt shall be invested, as fast as the same accumulates, in

. United States interest bearing bonds, bonds of the state of

Texas, or in bonds of said city, and the interest of such bonds
shall be reinvested, and such bonds shall be sold when neces-
sary to pay the interest or principal of the bonds issued under
the provision of this section. [Amendment of 1895.]

Sec. 44. To provide, by ordinance, special funds for
special purposes, and to make the same disbursable only for
the purpose for which the fund was created.
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Sec. 45. To appropriate and provide for the payment
of the debts.and expenses of the city, and to issue refunding
bonds for the purpose of redeeming bonds bearing a higher
rate of interest, or paying matured bonds; provided, that the
bonded debt of the city shall not be increased nor other evi-
dence of debt be,issued, exceeding the amount provided for
in section 43 hereof, in any one fiscal year, unless authorized
by a vote of the property taxpayers as hereinbefore pro-
vided. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of
June and terminate on the last day of May following. Pro-
vided, further, that the bonded debt of the city shall never
exceed eight (8) per cent. of the total assessed value of the

property in the city, according to the last assessment roll.
[Amendment of 1891.]

.

Sec. 46. To provide the city with water, to make, reg-
ulate and establish public wells, waterworks, pumps, cis-
terns, fountains, hydrants and reservoirs in the streets and
public places and elsewhere within the said city or beyond
the limits thereof, for the extinguishment of fires and all
other public purposes, as wel! as for private use for the in-
habitants of said city; and regulate and prescribe the rates,
prices and terms at which water shall be furnished, for pub-
lic as well as private purposes, to such inhabitants and to
said city; and to make, regulate and establish all irrigation
ditches and have entire control of the same, and to regulate,
fix and prescribe the rates, prices and terms upon which

water may be furnished to such inhabitants. [Amendment of
1889.] :

Sec. 47. To fill up old ditches, wells, pools or other
places where stagnant water or foul matter may accumulate
to the detriment of the health and convenience of the citizens.
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Sec. 48. To make regulations to prevent the introduc-
tion of contagious diseases into the city; to make quarantine
laws for that purpose and to enforce the same within five
miles of the city, and to make all ordinances and regulations
to prevent the spread of any contagious diseases within the
city limits; to establish hospitals and pestihouses. [Amend-

-ment of 1891.]

Sec. 49. To make regulations to secure the general
health of the city; and to prevent and remove nuisances, and
to make and prescribe regulations for the cleaning and keep-
ing in order all slaughter houses, stock yards, warehouses,
stables, privies or other places whare offensive matter is
kept or liable to accumulate.

Sec. 50. To establish, regulate and support night
watch and police and define the duties thereof.

Sec. 51. To provide for the lighting of the streets and
the erection of lamp posts; to exclusively regulate, direct
and control the erection and construction of. telegraph. tele-
phone and electric light posts, poles and wires; to require the
removal or changing of all such posts, poles and wires, and
to require the laying of all telegraph, telephone, electric
light and all other wires under ground, in such manner and
at such depth and with such insulation as the city council
shall deem necessary or proper; to exclusively regulate,
direct and control the laying and repairing of all gas pipes
and gas fixtures in the streets, alleys, sidewalks and else-
where. [Amendment of 1889.] :

. Sec. 52. To erect and establish market houses and
market places, and to regulate and govern the same; and to
provide for the erection of all other useful and necessary
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buildings for the use of the city; and for the protection and

safety of all property belonging to the city; and to provide

for the safety and protection of private property, where

damages are likely to accrue by the action of the elements.
[Section 53, repealed, 1889.]

Sec. B4. To regulate tite police of the city and to
assess fines for the breach of any ordinance, and provide for
the recovery and collection thereof; and in default of pay-
ment, to provide for confinement in the city prison or work-
house, or to hard labor in the city.

‘Sec. 55. To regulate and prescribe the duties and
powers and compensation of all officers, agents and employes
of the city, except the compensation of the mayor, city mar-
shal, collector, assessor, treasurer, city attorney, engineer
and recorder, and to require bonds; to create any office or
employ any agent they may deem necessary for the good
government and interest of the city, and to change or pre-
scribe additional duties of ali such officers and agents; pro-
vided, that the compensation of all officers shall not be in-
creased or diminished during their term of office, and that
all salaries fixed thereby shall take effect from and after the
time when this amendment takes effect. [Amendment of i891.]

Sec. 56. To require of all officers or agents of the city,
elected or appointed in pursuance of this act, bonds and
security for the faithful performance of their duties.

Sec. 57. To have the exclusive control and power over
the streets, alleys, sidewalks, lanes, avenues and public
grounds and highways of the city and to abate and remove
encroachments or obstructions thereon; to open, alter, widen,

straighten, extend, establish, abolish, regulate, grade, re-
\‘ i \

\
(
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grade, clean, pave, macadamize or otherwise improve the
same; to put drains and sewers therein and to prevent the
encumbering thereof in any manner, and to protect the same
from any encroachments or injury.

[Section 58, repealed. 1889.]

Sec. 59. To provide measures to keep the waters of
the rfver and streams pure; to remove all obstructions or
dams in said river or streams within the limits of the city; to
widen and deepen the channels of said river and streams; to
prevent overflows; to alter and establish the channels of any
streams, ditches or water courses within the limits of said
city when the health, safety or convenience of the city may
require such to be done, and to wall up or cover said ditches
or canals.

Sec. 60. To establish, erect, construct, regulate and
keep in repair, bridges, culverts and sewers, sidewalks and
crossways, and to regulate the construction and use of the
same, and to abate and punish any obstructions or encroach-
ments thereon; and the cost of the construction of the side-
walks, as well as the curbing therefor, shall be defrayed by
the owner of the lot or block fronting on the sidewalk; and

-the cost of any sidewalk and curbing constructed by the city

shall be collected, if necessary, by sale of the lot, or part of
lot or block on which it fronts, together with the cost of col-
lection, in such manner as the city council may, by ordin-
ance, provide; and a sale of any lot or part of lot or block, to
enforce the collection of the cost of such sidewalk and curb-
ing, shall convey a good title to the purchaser, and the bal-
ance of the proceeds of sale, after paying the amount due the
city and costs of sale, shall be paid by the city to the owner;
provided, that one-fifth of the cost of such sidewalk and curb-
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ing shall become delinquent six months after the completion
of the sidewalk, and one-fifth every sixth months thereafter,
until it is all paid, and if one installment becomes due and is
unpaid, the entire amount remaining unpaid shall imme-
diately become delinquent, and collection thereof shall be en-
forced as hereinbefore provided; such sum shall bear in-
terest from the time of the completion of the work at the
rate of eight (8) per cent. per annum. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 61. To provide the mode of inspection of meat,
fish, vegetables, fruit, and every article or thing offered for
sale in the market places or elsewhere in the city, and to re-
quire the hides and skins of animals slaughtered for sale
thereat to be brought to said market or markets, or to such
other place as may be directed by the city council, that the
mark and brands may be examined by some officer author-
ized by the city council, who shall keep record thereof for
public inspection. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 62. To prevent any person from bringing, depos-
iting, or having within the limits of said city, any dead car-
cass or other offensive or unwholesome substance or matter;
and to require the removal or destruction, by any person
who shall have placed or caused to be placed upon or near
his premises or elsewhere, any such substance or matter,
filth, or any putrid or unsound beef, pork, fish, hides or skins
of any kind, fruit or vegetables; and in default, to authorize
the removal or destruction thereof by some officer of the
city, and to require the owner of any dead animal to remove
the same to such place as may be designated.

Sec. 63. To make such rules and regulations, in rela-
tion to butchers, as they may deem necessary and proper.
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Sec. 64. To provide for the enclosing, regulating and
improving of all public grounds and cemeteries belonging to
the city; and to direct and regulate the planting and preserv-
ing of ornamental and shade trees in the streets, sidewalks
and public grounds.

Sec. 65. To erect, establish and regulate one or more
work-houses, houses of correction and poor-houses, and pro-
vide for tke government and support of the same; and to
regulate or prohibit the establishment of private hospitals.

Sec. 66. To prevent, regulate and control the driving
of cattle, horses and other animals into or through the city.

Sec. 67. To prevent the carrying of deadly weapons
within the city limits.

Sec. 68. To prevent the encumbering of the streets,
alleys, sidewalks and public grounds with carriages, wagons,
carts, hacks, buggies, or any vehicle whatever, boxes, lum-
ber, timber, firewood, posts, awnings, signs or any other sub-.
stance or material whatever, or in any manner Wha,i;ever; to
compel all persons to keep all weeds, filth or any kind of rub-
bish from the sidewalks, streets and gutters in front of the
premises occupied by them; to require and compei the own-
ers to fill up, grade and otherwise improve the sidewalks in
front of and adjoining their property. Also, to compel own-
ers of property through which any water, ditch or dam runs,
to wall up the same.

Sec. 69. To inspect the construction of buildings, and
to cause unsafe buildings to be made safe or be removed, and
to prohibit the use of certain materials deemed unsafe, and
to require every person desiring to erect a building in the
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¢ity to take out a permit for the same and to keep a register
of all buildings, both private and publie, erected, of the kind
of material used, and of the intended use of such buildings;
to prescribe the material to be used in the construction of
buildings, the mode and manner of their construction, the
thickness of the walls thereof, and the height of such build-
ings. [Amendment of 1889 ]

Sec. 70. To restrain, regulate and prohibit the selling
or giving away of any intoxicating or malt liquors by any
person or firm, although duly licensed by the state, when the
place of business of such person or firm is connected with a
house wherein gaming is permitted to be carried on, or
where the same is connected with a vaudeville or other place
where theatrical performances are held, by whatever named
called, when such place or vaudeville has been declared by
the city council to be a place where the idle, vicious and evil-
disposed persons habitually congregate, or where indecent

performances are allowed. [Amendment of March 4th, 1885.] -

Sec. 71. To provide for and cause to be taken an
enumeration of the inhabitants of the city.

Sec. 72. To license, tax and regulate billiard tables,
pin alleys, ball alleys; to suppress and restrain disorderly
houses, tippling shops and groceries, bawdy houses, houses
of prostitution or assignation, gambling and gambling
houses, lotteries and all fraudulent devices and practices
and all kinds of indecencies.

Sec. 73. To license, tax, and regulate hackmen, dray-
men, drivers of omnibuses, and baggage wagons, porters,
and all others pursuing like occupations, with or without
vehicles, and prescribe their compensation; and to regulate,
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license, and restrain runners for railroads, stages, and pub-
lic houses. [Amendment of 1889.] .

Sec. 74. To prohibit and punish the owners, lessees
or agents of theatres or other places wherein indecent, lewd
or immodest dramatic or theatrical representations are
given, and adopt summary measures for removal or sup-

pression of all such entertainments or establishments.
[Amendment of March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 75. To license, tax and regulate, suppress and
prohibit hawkers, peddlers, pawnbrokers and keepers of
theatrical or other exhibitions, shows or amusements.

Sec. 76. To license, tax and regulate merchants, com-

mission merchants, hotels, and boarding-house keepers,
restaurants, drinking houses or saloons, ba-f-rooms, beer
saloons and all places or establishments where intoxicating
or fermented liquors are sold; brokers, pawnbrokers, money
brokers, real' estate agents, insurance brokers, insurance
agents and auctioneers and uall other trades, professions,
occupations and callings, the taxing of which is not prohib-
ited by the constitution of the state, which tax shall not be
construed to be a tax on property.

Sec. 77. To license, tax. regulate and suppress public
balls. dances. and all other places of resort and public amuse-
ment.

Sec. 78. The city council shall have the right to enact
all necessary ordinances to restrain and punish - vagrants,
mendicants, street beggars and prostitutes; to restrain and
control all gambling and punish the keepers of all games and
gambling devices with as great a penalty as the same is pun-

ished by the statutes of the state. The recorder’s court of
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the city of San Antonio shall have concurrent jurisdiction of
all such misdemeanors, when committed in the corporate

limits of the city of San Antonio. [Amendment of March 4th,
1885.] i

Sec. 79. To establish standard weights and measures
to be used within the city, in all cases not otherwise provided
for by law; to require all traders and dealers in merchandi ise
or property of any kind, which is sold by weight or measure,
to cause their weights and measures to be tested and sealed
by the inspector of weights and measures. The standard of
such weights and measures shall be conformable to those
established by law. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 80. To regulate and ‘pfovide for the inspection
and measuring of lumber, shingles, timber, posts and all
kinds of building materials, and for measuring all kinds of
mechanical work, and to appoint one or more' inspectors and
measurers thereof; exclusively to provide for the measuring
of wood and weighing of hay, and the manner and place of
selling same.

Sec. 81. To prevent and suppress any riot, affray.
~ noise, disturbance or disorderly assembly, in any public or
private place in the city.

Sec. 82. To prevent any immoderate driving or run-
ning of horses or other animals in the streets; to punish the
driver of the animals; to compel persons to fasten their
horses or other animals attached to vehicles or otherwise,
while standing or remaining in the streets.

[Section 83 repealed March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 84. To prevent the erection of all factories or
establishments on the banks of streams or diteches, which
will befoul or make impure their waters.
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Sec. 85. To regulate the weight and quality of bread
to be sold and used in the city, and ‘genera.lly, everything re-
lating to bakers, butchers, tavern-keepers, restaurants, fruit
vendors, eating-houses and bar-rooms, except the price of
the articles vended.

Sec. 86. To establish and regulate public pounds, and
to regulate the running at large of horses, mules, cattle and
sheep; to regulate, restrain and prohibit the running at large
of swine or other animals, and to authorize the distraining,
impounding and sale of the same for the costs of proceed-
ings and the penalty incurred and to impose penalties on the
owners thereof for a violation of any ordinance in relation
thereto.

Sec. 87. To tax, regulate, restrain and prohibit the
running at large of dogs and to authorize the distraining,
impounding and destruction of the same, and to impose pen-
alties on the owners and keepers thereof.

Sec. 88. To prohibit and restrain the rolling of hoops,
flying of kites, firing of firecrackers or firing of firearms
or fireworks, use of velocipedes, or use of pyrotechnics or
other amusement or practice tending to annoy persons pass-
ing in the streets or sidewalks, or to frighten horses or
teams; to restrain and prohibit the ringing of bells, blowing
of horns and bugles, playing of street organs or other street
music, crying of goods and all other noises, practices or per-
formances tending to the collection of persons on the streets
and sidewalks, by auctioneers and others, for the purpose of
business, amusement or otherwise.

Sec. 89. To abate all nuisances which may impair or
affect the public health and comfort, in any manner they may
deem expedient.
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Sec. 90. To do all acts and make all regulations which
may be necessary or expedient for the promotion of health
or the suppression of disease.

Sec. 91. To compel the owner or occupant of any
grocery, soap, tallow or chandler establishment, any black-
smith’s shop, tannery, stable, slaughter house, distillery,
brewery, sewer, privy or other unwholesome or nauseous
house or place, to cleanse, remove or abate the same, as may
be necessary for the health, comfort and convenience of the
inhabitants.

Sec. 92. To direct the location and regulate the man-
agement and construction of breweries, tanneries, black-
smith’s shops, foundries, livery stables and manufacturing
-establishments; to direct the location and regulate the man-
agement and construction of and restrain, abate and prohibit
within the city, slaughtering establishments and hide houses,
or establishments for keeping or curing hides, tallow, offal
and such other substances as may be rendered, and all other
establishments or places where nauseous, offensive or un-
wholesome business may be carried on.

Sec. 93. To regulate the burial of the dead; to pur-
chase, establish and regulate one or more cemeteries; to reg-
ulate the registration of deaths; to direct the returning and
keeping of bills of mortality and impose penalties on physi-
cians, sextons and others for any default in the premises.

Sec. 94. To regulate and/ determine the times and
places of bathing and swimming in the waters within said
city and to prevent any obscene or indecent exhibition, ex-
posure or conduct.
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Sec. 95. To abate and remove nuisances and punish
the authors thereof by penalties, fine and imprisonment, and
to define, and declare what shall be nuisances, and authorize
and direct summary abatement thereof.

Sec. 96. To prevent all boxing matches, sparring ex-
hibitions, cock and dog tighting, bull fighting, and all brutal
exhibitions, and punish all persons thus offending.

Sec. 97. To prevent all trespasses, breaches of the
peace and good order, assaults, assaults and battery, fighting,
quarreling, using abusive and insulting language, misde-
meanors and all disorderly conduct, and punish all persons

thus offending.

Sec. 98. To prevent and punish the keeping of houses

_of prostitution within the city, or within such limits therein

which may be defined by ordinance, and to adopt summary
measures for the removal or suppression, or license, taxa-

tion, regulation and inspection of all such establishments.
[Amendment of 1891.]

Sec. 99. To direct and control the laying and con-
struction of railroad tracks, turnouts and switches, or pro-
hibit the same in the streets, avenues and alleys, and location
of depot grounds within the city; to require that railroad
tracks, turnouts and switches shall be so constructed as to
interfere as little as possible with the ordinary travel and
use of the streets, avenues and alleys, and that sufficient
space shall be left on either side of said tracks for the safe
and convenient passage of teams, carriages and other
vehicles and persons; to reguire railroad companies to keep
in repair the streets, avenues or alleys through which their
track may run, and if ordered by the city council to light the
same and to construct and keep in repair suitable crossings
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at the intersections of streets, avenues and alleys, and
ditches, sewers and culverts, when the city council shall
deem necessarjf; to direct the use and regulate the speed of
locomotive engines: within said city or prevent, or prohibit
the use or running of the same within the city.

Sec. 100. Exclusively to prevent, controland regulate
everything connected with city railroads, and to make such
rules and regulations for the same as the city council may
deem necessary.

Sec. 101. To require the owner, agent or occupant of
any ground, lots, yard, private drain, sinks and privies to
fill up, cleanse, alter, repair, fix and improve the same as
may be ordered by the mayor, or any resolution or ordinance
of said city; and in the event of any failure, neglect or re-
fusal to comply with such order, the party so failing shall be
liable to fine and imprisonment. In the event of there being
no person in the city on whom such order can be served, the
city may have such work done and such improvements made
on account of the owner thereof, and all costs, charges and
expenses shall be a lien on the property, on the filing of a
memorandum thereof by the mayor, under the seal of the
borporation. and recording the same with the district clerk,
and the city may enforce said lien and institute suit in the
corporate name and obtain judgment against said party for
the amount so due as aforesaid, in any court having jurisdic-
tion. ; :

Sec. 102. To inspect all buildings and establishments
for educational or asylum purposes; to see that the inmates
thereof are properly treated, and to require all institutions
of whatever nature, used as asylums, colleges or boarding
schools, to make a report of the number of inmates and san-
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itary condition of the same every month, and to enforce the
vaccination of all inmates thereof. [Amendment of 1891.]

Sec. 103. The city council shall have the power to
pass, publish, amend or repeal all ordinances, rules and
police regulations not contrary to the constitution of the
state, and necessary for the order or good government of the
city, or the trade, commerce and health thereof, or that may
be necessary and proper to carry into effect the powers
herein vested in the corporation or any of its officers; to en-
force the observance of all such ordinances, rules and police
regulations, and to punish violations thereof by fines and
imprisonment, or either or both, or by work on the streets
or other public works, as may be provided by ordinance and
required by the judgment of the court; provided, that no fine
shall exceed two hundred dollars ($200) and no period of im-
prisonment shall exceed ninety (90) days in the county or
city jail, except as herein otherwise provided, and for any
fine, penalty and costs imposed by the recorder in the trial
of any cause or complaint before him executions may issue
to collect such fines and costs, to be levied and executed in
the same manner that executions are from courts of justice
of the peace. The same shall be issued by the recorder to
the marshal, who, in levying on property and selling, shall
have like power and authority as the sheriff of the county in
executions issued from the district or county courts, and the
laws of the state, so far as applicable, shall apply to and be in
full force and effect as to the execution issued from the
recorder’s court, and any person upon whom any fine or pen-
alty is imposed may be committed, until payment of same
with costs, and in default thereof may be imprisoned in the
city prison or may be required to work on the streets or
other public works of the city for such time and in such
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manner as may be provided by ordinance, provided such
imprisonment shall not exceed ninety (90) days. [Amendment
of March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 104, No police officer shall be liable for damages Liability of police
for any act committed in the proper discharge of his duties. b -

ARTICLE THREE.

POWERS OF THE MAYOR.

Section 105. The mayor shall have power to sign or S*gg:v‘fr y ;'ﬁay;’.“’
veto any ordinance passed by the city council. Any ordinance
vetoed by the mayor may be passed over the veto by a vote
of two-thirds of the whole number of councilmen elected,
notwithstanding the veto; and should the mayor neglect or
refuse to sign any ordinance, or.to return the same with his
objections in writing, at the next meeting of the council, the

same shall take effect without his signature.

Sec. 106. All orders and drafts upon the treasurer for 0:;1:;: - :‘y‘dmad;:;‘“
money shall be signed by the mayor, and shall be attested by

the city clerk.

Sec. 107. The mayor shall preside at all meetings of DPuties of mayor.
the city council, except as herein otherwise provided, and
shall have no vote except a casting vote when the council is
equally divided, and shall have the superintending control of
all officers and affairs of the city, and shall see that the ord-
inances of the city and the provisions-of this act are com-
plied with. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 108. He shall sign the commissions or appoint- Same.
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ments of all persons elected and appointed in the city gov-
ernment.

Sec. 109. He shall be a conservator of the peace
throughout the city, and shall, at all times, have power by
and with the consent of the city council, to appoint any num-
ber of special policemen that he may deem necessary to pre-
serve the peace of the city, and dismiss the same at pleasure.

Sec. 110. He shall; from time to time, communicate to
the city council such information, and recommend such
measures as in his opinion may tend to the improvement of
the finances of the city, the police, health, security, orna-
ment, comfort and general prosperity of the city.

[Section 111 repealed, 1889.] -

Sec. 112. The mayor shall have power, when he deems
it necessary, to require any officer of the city to exhibit his
accounts or other papers, and to make report to the council
in writing, touching any subject or matter he may require
pertz;mining to his office.

Sec. 113. The mayor shall be active and vigilant in
enforcing all laws and ordinances for the government of the
city, and he shall cause all subordinate officers to be dealt
with promptly for any neglect or violation of duty; he shall
have jurisdiction, as may be vested in him by ordinance,

~over all places within five miles of the corporate limits of the

city, for the enforcement of any health or quarantine ordin-
ance or regulation thereof.

Sec. 114. The mayor is hereby authorized to call on
every male inhabitant of the city, over eighteen years of age
and under the age of fifty years, to aid in enforcing the laws
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and ordinances of the city; and in case of necessity, to call
out the militia within the city to aid in the suppression of any
riot or in the enforcement of any ordinance; and any person
who shall not obey such call shall forfeit to the city a fine not
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00.)

Sec. 115. The mayor shall have power to remit fines Powers ot mayor,
and forfeitures; to grant reprieves and pardons for all offenses
arising under the ordinances of the city, by and with the
consent of the council.

[Section 116 repealed, 1889.]

Sec. 117. In case of the temporary absence or illness same.
of the recorder, or in case of vacancy in the office of re-
corder, the mayor shall have like power with the recorder to
try all cases of violation of the city ordinances. and it shall
be his duty to do so.

Sec. 118. The mayor shall have like power with a Same.
Justice of the peace to administer oaths of office, and also all
other oaths and affirmations, and to give certificates thereof.

Sec. 119. The mayor shell have power to solemnize Same.
marriages. [Amendment of 1891.]

ARTICLE FOUR.

POWERS AND DUTIES OF RECORDER AND OTHER CITY OFFICERS,

Section 120. The recorder shall be elected by the qual- Powersand duties of
ified voters of the city, and shall hold his office for the term of "°°"der
two years, and until his successor is qualified, and for mal-
feasance or a failure to perform his duties, may be removed
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by the city council; he shall be the chicf judicial magistrate
of the city and as such shall hold a court within said city, by

the name of recorder’s court of the city of San Antonio

which said court shall have concurrent jurisdiction and cog- :
nizance of all misdemeanors, breaches of the peace, infrac-

tions of ordinances and all other causes arising under the
laws of said city; and said court shall also have concurrent
jurisdiction of all misdemeanors arising under the criminal
laws of the state within said city limits in which the punish-

ment is by tine only, or by fine or imprisonment, or by both;

provided, that no fine shall exceed two hundred doll :rs ($200) |
or period of imprisonment exceed ninety (90) days in the city
or county jail, except as herein otherwise provided; and, pro-
vided further, that said court shall have concurrent jurisdic-
tion of all cases for keeping disorderly houses or houses of
prostitution within the limits of said city. And said court
shall be deemed always open for trial of said cases. Said court
shall have full power, authority and concurrent jurisdiction
in all cases arising under the ordinances of said city or of
the state law as hereinbefore limited; and over any breaches
and violations thereof, and of any and all persons thus of-
fending, including vagrants, gamblers, prostitutes and keep-
ers of disorderly houses, and to try and determine all suits,
actions and complaints charging a violation of any ordinance
or aforesaid laws, and may grant new trials on motion in
writing, showing sufficient cause and duly sworn to; and all
prosecutions, trials and proceedings had in said court under
this act, shall be governed by the laws and rules regulating
trials, prosecutions, and proceedings in a justice's court in
force at the time, and shall be a bar to prosecutions for the
same offense in other courts. The recorder may require of
any person arrested under the provisions of this acta bond
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for his or her good behavior and to keep the peace, or for his Powers and duties ot |
or her appearance before said court, with good and sufficient v v
sureties, which bond, as well as all other bonds taken in any
proceeding in said court, shall be payable’ to the city of San |
Antonio. He shall have full power and authority to issue
subpcenas for witnesses, and to compel their attendance by
process of an attachment. He may punish all contempts by
fine and imprisonment, or either; may issue subpoenas, writs
of capias, warrants of arrest. search warrants, executions
and all process known to law which a justice of the peace of
this state may lawfully issue, and all of said writs and pro.
cess shall run in the name of the city of San Antonio, be is-
sued, served and executed in the same manner as the like
process would be when issued by a justice of the peace, un-
less herein otherwise provided. He shall also have full
power and authority to administer official oaths and all oaths
and affirmations, and give certificate therefor. The recorder
shall be ex-officio justice of the peace, and he shall posses
and execute in the city, in criminal cases, all the powers and
duties of such officer, and shall have the same authority
and like power with justices of the peace in the prevention
and suppression of crime; provided, that in no case shall he
entertain jurisdiction in civil suits. The city council may
determine what costs, if any, shall be charged for proceed-
ings in, and for all process issued in said court; and the re-
corder shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed
by any ordinance of said corporation that may properly and
lawfully be required of said officer as the judge of said
court, and as are not inconsistent with the laws and consti-
tution of this state; provided, that all money collected from,
fines, of whatever character, imposed by the recorder, shall
be paid into the city treasury for the use of the city. The
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recorder shall receive the sum of twelve hundred dollars
($1200) per annum, and be allowed no fees in cases arising
from the violation of the city ordinances, but only in state

cases, when thereto authorized by the city council. [Amend-
ment of March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 121. Persons arraigned for violation of city ord-
inances, demanding trial by jury, shall deposit with the clerk
of the court t_he' sum of three dollars ($3.00), security for the
payment of the cost of such jury. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 122. The recorder shall be a conservator of the
péace, and his court shall be open every day, except Sunday,
to hear and determine any and all cases, cognizable before
him, and he shall have power to bring parties forthwith
before him for trial.

[Section 123 repealed.]

Sec. 124. Any person convicted before the recorder of
an offense under the ordinances of the city shall be punished
by fine or imprisonment, or both, and hard labor, as may be
regulated by ordinance.

Sec. 125. The city attorney shall, by himself or
deputy, appear and prosecute all cases in the recorder’s
court arising under the ordinances of the city.

Sec. 126. The assessor of the city shall make up all
the assessments of all property taxed by the city in accord-
ance with this act, and the directions of the city council.

Sec. 127. The treasurer of said city shall give bond
in favor of the city of San Antonio in such amount as may
be required by the city council, and with sufficient sureties,
conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. He shall
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receive and securely keep all moneys belonging to the city,
and make all payments for the same upon the order of the
mayor, attested by the clerk. He shall keep regular and
correct accounts of all the real, personal and mixed prop-
erty, and shall render a full and correct quarterly statement
of his receipts and payments to the city council, and whenso-
ever at other times he may be required by them, and shall
do and perform such other acts and duties as the city coun-
_ cil may require. [Amendment of 1891.]

[Section 128 repealed, 1889.]

[Section 129 repealed, 1889.]

Sec. 130. The collector shall collect all taxes due the
_city, and in the event of the non-payment of any taxes shall
proceed to sell property to raise the amount of taxes due there-
on, and shall, in the performance of such duties, observe the
provisions of this act and the ordinances of the city relating
thereto. He shall give bond in such amount as the city coun-
cil may require, with good and sufficient sureties; and the
city council may require a new bond whenever, in their
opinion, the existing bond is insufficient, and whenever such
new: bond is required he shall perform no official act until
said bond shall be given and approved. He shall, at the ex-
piration of every week, pay to the treasurer all the money
by him collected in the same funds received by him, taking
duplicate receipts therefor, one of which shall be filed with

the city clerk on the next Monday thereafter, and shall re-

port to the city council, at the first meeting of that body in
each month, all money so collected and paid; and he shall
perform all other duties in such manner as the city council
may preséribe. He shall collect all sums due for licenses,
give itemized receipts for the same, as well as for all other

Bond and daties of
city collector.
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moneys paid him for taxes, and for that purpose said collec-
tor shall keep a book containing blank receipts, as well as
corresponding marginal summaries, and before delivery of
any receipt, shall fill up a blank therefor, as well as corres-
ponding summary in said book, leaving therein the corres-
ponding marginal summary as a permanent register of his
office, subject to public inspection. He shall produce said
register at every regular meeting of the council, and at every
special meeting when required.. He shall require all persons
doing any business for which a license may be necessary, to
take out such license. He shall report to the mayor all per-
sons engaged in any business illegally, or without license. He
shall give notice to all taxpayers within one week after re-
ceiving the tax rolls, by advertising in the official journal of
the city, that said taxes are due and payable, and when the
same may be paid, and shall generally comply with such
rules as the city council may prescribe. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 131. The city marshal, either in person or by
deputy, shall attend the recorder’s court while said court is
in session, and shall promptly and faithfully execute all writs
and process issued from said court; he shall also attend all
general and special meetings of the city council. He shall be
the chief police officer of the city under the mayor. He shall
have like powér with the sheriff of the county to execute the
writ of search warrant; he shall be active in quelling riots,

disorders and disturbances of the peace within the limits of

said city, and shall take in custody all persons so offending
against the peace of the community, and shall have authority
to take suitable and sufficient bail for the appearance before
the recorder’s court of any person charged with any offense
against the ordinances or laws of the city. It shall be his
duty to arrest all violators of the public peace, and all per-
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sons who shall obstruct or interfere with him in the execu-
tion of the duties of his office; or who shall be guilty of any
disorderly conduct or disturbances whatsoever; to prevent a
breach of the peace, or to preserve quiet and good order.
He shall have authority to close any theatre, bar-room,drink-
ing house or other place or building of public resort in the
suppression of crime and arrest of offenders. He shall have
powers, and execute like power, authority and jurisdictionas
the sheriff of a county, under the laws of the state, within
the city limits. And he shall give such bond for the faithful
performance of his duties as the city council may require,
and he shall perform such other duties, and shall be invested
with such other powers, rights and authority as the city
council may, by ordinance, require and confer, not inconsist-
ent with the constitution and laws of the state.

Sec. 132. The assistant marshal, or assistant marshals,
shall have the same power and authority as thecity marshal,
and perform the same duties as the marshal.

Sec. 133. The duties of the engineer shall be fixed by
the city council; as well as the amount of bond he shall give for
the faithful performance of his duties. [Amendment of 1891.]

Sec. 134. The city attorney shall, by himself or dep-
uty, appear and prosecute all cases in the recorder’s court
arising under the ordinances of the city, and shall attend the
meetings of the city council to give his advice and counsel;
he shall give his opinion upon all legal questions arising un-
der the city government, and shall aid, when called upon, to
revise or draw up any ordinance of the city, and shall attend
to all legal business of the city of whatever nature. [Amend:
ment of 1889.]

/
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Sec. 135. It shall be the duty of the city clerk to
attend every meeting of the city council, and keep accurate
minutes of the proceedings thereof in a book provided for
that purpose; engross all laws, resolutions and ordinances of
the city council; to keep the corporate seal; to take care of,
preserve and keep in good order all the books, records, pa-
pers, documents, and files of said city; to countersign all com-
missions issued to the city officers and license issued by the
mayor; and keep a record of (or) register thereof, and to
make out all notices required under any regulation or ordi-
nance of the city. He shall draw all warrants on the treas-
urer, and countersign the same, and keep accurate account
thereof in a book kept for that purpose. He shall have power
to administer oaths and affirmations, and give certificates
thereof. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 136. The auditor shall be the general accountant
of the city, and shall keep in books regular accounts of all re-
ceipts and disbursements of the city, and separately under
proper heads each cause of receipt and disbursement, and
also accounts with each person, including officers who have
money transactions with the city, crediting amounts allowed
by proper authority and charging each with all warrants
drawn in his favor, and specifying the particular transaction
to which such entries apply; and he shall perform all such

other duties as may be required of him by ordinance.
[Amendment of 1889.]

[Section 187 repealed, 1889.]

ARTICLE F1VE.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.
[Repealed.]
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ARTICLE SIX.

TAXATION.

Section 172. The city council shall have power within
the city, by ordinance, to annually levy and collect taxes for
general purposes, not exceeding one (1) per cent on the as-
sessed value of all real and personal estate and property in the
city, including all money loaned therein at interest, although
the owners thereof may be non-residents. [ Amendment of 1889.]

éec. 173. To annually levy and collect a poll tax, not to
exceed one ($1.00) dollar of every male inhabitant between 21
and 60 years of age, who has resided therein twelve months
previous to the assessment of said tax. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 174. To levy and collect special taxes for special
purposes; provided, such special taxes shall not exceed one
(1) per cent on the property taxed annually.

Sec. 175. That the city council shall have power to
levy and collect taxes, commonly known as licenses, upon
trades, professions, callings and other business carried on,
and upon carriages, hacks, coaches, buggies, drays, carts,
wagons and other vehicles used in said city, and whether the
same are for private or public use; that each and every per-
son and firm engaged in the following trades, professions,
callings and business, among others, shall be liable to pay
such license tax; but this enumeration shall not be construed
to deprive the city council of the right and power to levy
and collect other license taxes, and from other persons and
firms under the general authority herein granted, Every
member in said city, and every person or firm engaged in
selling goods, wares or merchandise; every person or firm
selling liquor in quantities over a quart; every person or firm
keeping a grog-shop, tippling-house, bar-room or drinking
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saloon; every person or firm keeping a place where spirit-

uous liquors, wines, cordials or beer are sold, in quantities
less than one quart; every person or firm keeping a billiard
table, ball alley, or nine or ten pin alley, or any similar game;
every person or firm keeping a tavern, hotel or boarding
house; every person or firm keeping a restaurant, eating
house, oyster saloon or place of any description where eat-
ables or refreshments are furnished; every person or firm
keeping a livery stable or stables; every person or firm sell-
ing goods, wares or merchandise at public auction; every
person or firm pursuing the occupation of real estate broker,
or agent, merchandise, cotton or produce broker, or commis-
sion business; aby person or firm pursuing the occupation of
hawkers, a peddler of goods or any article whatever; every
firm or person keeping a brewery, beer-shop or distillery; any
person or firm keeping any storage warehouse, or engaged in
any manufacturers’ business, or keeping an intelligence office;
each and every insurance company, or agent of insurance com-
pany, shall be liable to pay said city license tax, and every
agent of insurance companies shall be held responsible for
each association, corporation or company of which heis agent.

Sec. 176. Any person or firm pursuing occupations,
business, vocations or callings subject to a license tax shall
pay on each, and no license shall extend to more than one
establishment or include more than one occupation, vocation,
business or calling. [Amendment of 1889.] '

Sec. 177. The city council shall have power to pro-
vide, by ordinance, for the assessing and collecting of the
taxes aforesaid, and determine when taxes shall be paid by

'corpora,tions, and when by the individual corporators; pro-

vided, no tax shall be levied unless by consent of two-thirds
of the aldermen elected or appointed under this act.
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Sec. 178. The license tax shall be collected by the col-
lector, and shall be paid to that officer by each and every
persbn or firm or corporation owing such license. Upon the
. presentation of the receipt of the collector the city clerk

shall issue the llcense under the corporate seal of the city,
signed by the mayor ;md city clerk. That if any person
shall engage in any business, vocation or occupation which
by ordinance is subject to a license tax, without first having
obtained said license, he, she or they shall be liable to im-
prisonment and a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) for each day said
violation of said ordinance may continue; and this section
shall apply to all persons owing any license and failing to pay
the same. $Said taxes, commonly known as licenses, laid as
herein provided, shall not be consirued to be a tax on prop-
- erty within the meaning of any other section of this act.

Sec. 179. That the term ‘real estate’” or *‘property,’’
as used in this act, shall be construed to include lots, lands
and all buildings or machinery and Structures of every kind
erected upon or affixed to the same.

Sec. 180. That the term ‘‘personal estate’ or ‘‘prop-
erty,” as used in this act, shall be construed to include all
household furniture, moneys, goods, capital, chattels, all
public stocks, and stocks in corporations, monied or other-
wise and generally all property which is not real.

Sec. 181. Bonds of the United States, bonds of the
'state, and of the city of San Antonio, shall not be subject to
tax under this act.

Sec. 182. That all property exempt from taxation un-
der the laws of the state shall be exempt from taxes imposed

or authorized by this act, and the city council may, by ordi-

»
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Section 183. The city council may and shall have
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nance, provide for the exemption from taxation of such other
property as they may deem justand proper; provided, nothing
contained under this title of taxation shall be construed to
prevent the city council from imposing, levying and collect-
ing special taxes for the improvement of avenues, streams,
ditches, streets and alleys, as hereinafter provided.

\%y\. £

ARTICLE :SEVEN.

COLLECTION OF TAXES.

power to provide by ordinance for the prompt collection of all
taxes assessed, levied and imposed by this dct, hereby author-
ized and due to said city, and to that end may and shall have
power and authority to sell real as well as personal property.
and bring suits therefor in courts of competent jurisdiction,
and may and shall make all such rules and regulations and or-
dain and pass all such ordinances as they may deem neces-
sary to the levying, laying, imposing, assessing and collect-
ing of any of the taxes herein provided for, and all such taxes
shall bear interest at the rate of eight (8) per cent. per annum

‘from the date when collection thereof can be enforced.

[Amendment of 1889.]

~ Sec. 184. The collector shall, when any property has
been sold for the'pa,yment of taxes, make, execute and de-
liver a deed for said property to the person or persons pur-
chasing the same; and said deed shall be prima facie evidence
in all controversies and suits in relation to the right of the
purchaser, his, her, or their heirs and assigns, to the prem-
ises thereby conveyed, of the following facts:
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Sec. 185. 1. That the land or lot, or portion thereof,
conveyed was subject to taxation or assessment at the time
the same was advertised for sale- and had been listed or as-
sessed in the time or manner required by law.

2. That the taxes or assessments were not paid at any
time before the sale.

Deed to property
sold for taxes.

3. That the land, lot or portion thereof conveyed, had

not been redeemed from the sale at the date of the deed, and
shall be conclusive evidence of the following facts:

First. That the land, or portion thereof sold, was ad.
vertised for sale in the manner and for the length of time
required by law.

second. That the property was sold for taxes or assess.
ments as stated in the deed.

Third. That the grantee in the deed was the purchaser.

Fourth. That the sale was conducted in the manner pre-
scribed by law; and in all controversies and suits involving
the title to land claimed and held under and by virtue of such
deed, the person or persons claiming title adverse to tke
title corveyed by such deed, shall be required to prove, in
order to defeat the said title, either that the land was not
subject to taxation at the date of the sale, that the taxes or
assessments had been paid, that the land had never been
listed and assessed for taxation or assessment, as required
by this act or some ordinance of the city, or that the same
had been redeemed according to the provisions of this act,
and that such redemption was made for the use and benefit
of the persons having the right of redemption under the
law; but no person shall be permitted to question the title
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acquired by the said deed without first showing that he, she
or they, or the person under whom he, she or they claim
title, had title to the land at the time of the sale, or that the
title was obtained after the sale, and that all taxes due upon
the land have been paid by such person, or the persons un-
der whom he claims title as aforesaid; provided, however,
that the owner of such property shall have the right to re-
deem the same at any time within two years of the day and
date of the sale thereof, upon paying to the purchaser double
the amount of taxes for which the same was sold, together
with the cost of such sale, and double the amount of all taxes
paid by the purchaser since such sale. The collector shall
be entitled to charge the following fees: For each levy, one
dollar; advertising, two dollars on each piece of property; for

‘a deed, two dollars; for certificate of redemption, one dollar.

The collector shall have full power to levy upon all personal

property to satisfy any tax imposed by this act. All taxes
shall be a lien upon the property upon which they are as-

sessed. And in case any property levied upon is about to be

removed out of the city, the collector shall proceed to take

into his possession so much thereof as will pay the taxes

assessed and costs of collection.

Sec. 186. If from any cause the sale of property levied
upon or seized for taxes shall not take place at the time first
appointed, the collector shall appoint some other time, give
like notice and proceed to sell such property in the manner
prescribed in the first instance; and in case said property
levied upon or seized for taxes cannot be sold on the day ad-
vertised, such sale may be postponed from day to day until
cdmpleted. of which postponement the collector shall give
verbal notice at the expiration of sale each day.
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Sec. 187. If at any sale of real or personal property or
estate for taxes, no bid shall be made for any parcel of land
or any goods and chattels, the same shall be struck off to the
city, and thereupon the city shall receive, in the corporate
name, a deed for said property, and shall be vested with the
same rights as other purchasers at such sales, and shall have
power to sell and convey the same.

Sec. 188. If the real estate of any infant, femme covert,
or lunatic, be sold under this act, the same may be redeemed
at any time within one year after such disability be removed.

Sec. 189. That if any person shall fail, neglect or re-
fuse to pay the taxes imposed upon him or her, and his or
her property within the time prescribed by ordinance of said
city, the city collector shall at once make out a delinquent list
of all persons who have neglected, failed or refused to pay
such taxes, adding thereto ten (10) per cent as a penalty for
thus refusing, failing or neglecting to pay such taxes; the col-
lector shall, by virtue of his tax lists and assessment roll,
levy upon so much property liable to taxation belonging to
such persons as may be sufficient to pay his, her or their
taxes; and the collector shall give notice of the time and place
of sale by advertisement in writing, giving the name of the
party (if not unknown property), the property and the amount
of taxes, costs and fees due thereupon. Such notice shall be
advertised in the official journal of the city, and also posted
at the mayor’s office, the collector’s office and two at different
public places in the city; and at the expiration of such notice,
and on the day therein specified, the collector shall proceed
to sell such property at public auction, in front of the court
house door of the county of Bexar, or such other building as
may be used for that purpose; provided, that when real estate

-
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or property is offered for sale, the smallest polrtion of ground
must be sold for which any person will take the same and pay
the taxes, costs and fees.

Sec. 190. The collector jafter the completion of the as-
sessment roll, as required by ordinance, shall proceed to col-
lect the tax therein mentioned, within the time, and give such
notice as may be prescrlbed by the city council. [Amendment
of 1839.]

Sec. 191. It shall be the duty of ‘the assessor, at the
expiration of the time fixed by ordinance for the rendition of
property, to ascertain what property in the city, subject to
taxation, has not been given in; and a list of all such property
as is subject to taxation shall be by him presented to the
board of appeals, in a supplement to the assessment roll, as
unknown, specifying the year for which said tax is due, and
the amount thereof, and if said tax is not paid within the
time prescribed by:law, said property shall be sold at the
same time and with like effect as other property.

Sec. 192. Whenever the assessor shall ascertain that
any real or personal property has not been assessed for the
past year, he ‘shall assess the same in his next assessment
roll (in a supplement thereto) at the same rate as such prop-
erty should have been assessed, stating the year for which it
is assessed, and the taxes thereon shall be collected in the
same manner as other assessments. In all cases where any
party has omitted to render property for taxation for any
former year or years, and such taxes have not been paid,
such_ party shall give such property for assessment for the
years thus omitted, and pay said taxes, and the assessor
shall enter such property in a supplement to his next assess-
ment roll under the head of “Payments for Former Years.”

[Amendment of 1889.]
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Sec. 193. It shall be the duty of the assessor to as-
sess and return within the time fixed by the board all prop-
erty subject to taxation, and to make out a list of such prop-
erty and of persons chargeable with a poll tax, describing as
near as possible' the quantity, streets and bounds of real
estate, and the value of the grounds and that of the improve-
ments separately, and to make out a list of all personal prop-
erty, and return the same assessed; and. all property not
returned to the assessor according to the provisions of this
act, he shall proceed to assess in the nume of the owner, if
he be known, and if not, then it shall be assessed by descrip-
tion of the property and last known owner; and the value of
all such property shall be determined by the board of re-
vision and appeal, and the same may be sold as in other
cases, if the tax be not paid in the time prescribed by law,
the assessment to be made according to law, and the direc-
tions given by the city council.

Sec. 194. The city council, or at least the mayor and
three aldermen, shall sit as a board of appeal and revision,
to whom shall be submitted, by the assessor, the tax list, and
before whom persons feelings aggrieved may appeal in writ-
ing, stating his or her grievance. Said board shall hear and
determine all such appeals in a summary manner, correct
errors, appraise all property assessed as unknown, and in-
crease or diminish any assessment as they may deem just;
provided, that no assessment shall be increased unless the
owner of such property has been notified to appear before
such board and given an opportunity to make his objections
to such increase, a copy of which notice shall, with the
officers’ return thereon, be filed with the city clerk. After
the board have revised such tax list the assessor shall make

out a correct list and enter the amounts due by each person,
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as well as the property assessed, and it shall be immediately
delivered to the collector who shall give a receipt for the ag-
gregate amount thereof, which shall be charged to him. If,
after or before payment of taxes by any person, any error is
discovered in amount, such error shall be corrected by the
board, on application in writing, and the overcharge, if paid,
shall be refunded to the person having paid the same.
[Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 195. Every person, partnership and corporation
owning property within ‘the limits of the city shall, within
two months after published notice, hand in to the assessor of
the city a full and complete inventory of the property pos-
sessed by him, her or them, or controlled by him or her as
the agent of any person, partnership or corporation, within
the said limits, not exempt from taxation, on the first day of
March of the current year, verified as may be required by
ordinance, and any person failing or refusing to comply with
the provisions of this section shall be liable to fine and im-
prisonment; and the city council shall; by ordinance, clearly
define the duties of taxpayers herein and make all necessary
rules and regulations to secure the rendition of property and
the collection of taxes due thereon. and prescribe the oath to
be taken by the person assessing property as aforesaid, for
himself or herself, or agent for another, [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 196. The city council shall have power, by ordi-
nance, to regulate the mode and manner of making out tax
lists or inventories, and the appraisement of property, and
to prescribe the form of oath that shall be administered
to each person on such rendition of property, and to pre-
scribe how and when property shall thus be rendered, and to
prescribe the number and form of assessment rolls and fix
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the duties and define the powers of the assessor and collec-
tor and adopt such measures as they may deem advisable to
secure the assessment of all property within the limits of
said city and collect the tax thereupon; and may, by ordin-
ance, provide that any person, firm, or corporation, having
property’ subject to taxation, or being liable for any tax un-
der the provisions of this act, and neglecting to render a
list, inventory and appraisement thereof, as required by any
ordinance of said city, shall be liable to fine and imprison-
ment.

ARTICLE EIGHT.

STREETS, AVENUES, ALLEYS, ETC.

Section 197. The city council shall be invested with
full power and authority to grade and macadamize, curb, pave
repair or otherwise improve any avenue, plaza, street or
alley, whenever they shall declare, by a vote of three-fourths
of all the aldermen, that such improvement is for the public
interest, [Amendment of March 4th, 1885.]

[Sections 198, 199 and 200 repealed March 4th, 1885.]

Sec. 201. In the widening or straightening of any
street, avenue, alley, plaza, square, park or other highway,
the city council shall determine by ordinance the manner
and extent of such widening and straightening. Upon the
filing of such ordinance and the plan of the proposed widen-
ing with the county clerk, it shall be the duty of the county
judge to appoint three disinterested freeholders of the city
as commissioners, who, after being sworn to act with ﬁdelity
and impartiality, shall carefully estimate the value of the
prop'é‘rty necessary  to be taken for such widening or

Grading and paving
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straightening, making a serarate estimate in the case of each
owner. It shall be thereafter the duty of the commissioners
to estimate the benefits accruing to any property on the
street, or in the vicinity, that they may consider benefited
by such improvements, filing with their report a list of the
owners of such property and the amount of the supposed
benefit, stated separately in each case. On the filing of such
report with the city clerk the city council shall, at their first
meeting, or as soon as practicable thereafter, give five days
public notice through the official journal, at which time said
report will be acted upon (which shall not be less than ten
days after the expiration of said notice), and all parties feel-
ing aggrieved by the action of said commissioners may be
heard by the council on appeal. The action of the city coun-
cil shall be limited to the increase of the value of the award
for property taken, or decrease of the assessment for sup-
posed benefit to property by the improvement contemplated.
The city council, by tendering to the owner of the land taken
the amount of the award, may at once enter upon and appro-
priate said land for the purpose of opening, widening or al-
tering said street, alley, etc. The benefits reported, and as
may be revised by the city council, shall be assessed as a
special tax against the property reported as benefited and
shall be payable at such time as the city council may direct;
and said tax shall be a lien on the property until the pay-
ment thereof;and the city collector shall proceed to collect
the said tax in the same manner as the other taxes are col-
leceted; provided, that if deemed necessary the city couneil
may proceed by suit in any court of competent jurisdiction

~asan additional remedy for the coliection of any and all taxes

of every nature, assessed or levied by the city, [Amendment
of 1891.]
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Sec. 202. That in addition to the power and authority
granted to the city council to collect said assessments as
taxes, as aforesaid, they shall have the further and addi-
tional remedy of instituting suit in the corporate name, in
. any court having jurisdiction, for the recovery against any
owner of said property, for the amount due for any such
work so made as aforesaid, and the city council shall provide,
by resolution or ordinance. under the provisions of this act,
for carrying out and executing the powers in this title con-
ferred; and may adopt such resolutions and enact such or-
dinances, and make such rules and regulations as they may
deem necessary therefor. [Amendment of March 4th, 1485.]

Sec. 203. Whenever in the opinion of the city council
it shall become necessary or proper to appropriate private
property for the use of the city for streets, alleys, avenues,
boulevards, parks, public squares, plazas, sewers, gas works,
water-works, market houses, school houses, or other public
purposes authorized by law, such property may be condemned
for such use in the following manner: The city council shall
declare by ordinance the necessity or propriety of such ap-
propriation, describing the property sought to be appro-
priated, and stating the name and residence of the owner
if known, and if unknown, stating that fact, and shall
file or cause to be filed with the city clerk a plat of the
property proposed to be condemned. The damages to ac-
crue to the owner of such property by reason of such c¢on-
demnation shall be assessed by three commissioners, who
shall be disinterested freeholders of the city, onc to be
selected by the owner of the property, one to be selected by
the mayor, and the third to be selected by the two thus ap;
pointed. The city clerk shall issue to such owner a notice
calling upon him toappoint the commissioner to be selected by

Suits for benefits to
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him, and such notice shall be accompanied by a copy of cuch
ordinance and a copy of this section of the charter, which
notice and copies shall be delivered to such owner by the

‘city marshal. If such owner shall fail to appoint the coni- -

missioner to be selected by him, giving the name of such ap-
pointee to the city clerk within ten days after the service of
such notice and copies upon him, the mayor shall appoint
such commissioner. If the two commissioners so appointed
can not agree upon the selection of the third, then the county
judge of Bexar county shall, upon application of the mayor,
appoint such commissioner. Such commissioners, or any
two of them, after being duly sworn to perform the duties of
their appointment with fidelity and impartiality, shall fix a
time and place for the hearing of the parties upon the matter
of such assessment, and shall give not less than ten days
notice to both parties of such time and place, which notice
may be served by any disinterested person capable of mak-
ing oath to his return, who shall make his return under oath.
When the property sought to be condemned is the property
of an estate of a deceased person or of a minor, or a person
of unsound mind, and such estate has a legal representative,
or such minor or person of unsound mind has a guardian,
the notice and copies hereinbefore'provided for shall be
served upon such legal representative or guardian, who shall
make the appointment hereinbefore required to be made by
the owner and within the time hereinbefore prescribed;
otherwise the same shall be made by the mayor. When the
property sought to be condemned is the property of a non-
resident of this state, such owner shall have twenty days
after service of notice and copies in which to appoint the
commissioner to be selected by him, and twenty days notice
of the hearing before the commissioners after service of
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notice thereof. At the time and place appointed for such
hearing, or at any other time and place to which the hearing
may be adjourned, the said commissioners or any two of
them shall proceed to hear evidence and assess the damages
to accrue to the owner of the property by reason of its con-
demnation. For such purpose the said commissioners shall
have power to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of testimony and to administer oaths and punish
for contempt as fully and in the’same manner as is provided
by law for the district and county courts. A report of such
assessment, signed by the commissioners making the same,
shall be filed by them with the city clerk. The city council
shall by ordinance accept or reject such report. If such report
be accepted by the city council, the damages soassessed shall
be paid to the owner of the property or his legal vrepresenta-
tive or guardian, as the case may be, or deposited with the
city treasurer, subject to the order of such owner, legal rep-
resentative or guardian, after which such property may at
any time be taken for the use of the city. If the report be
rejected by the city council, proceedings may be taken anew
to assess the damages. If no report be made within thirty
days after the appointment of the commissioners, proceed-

ings may be takep anew to assess the damages. [Amendment
of 1895.]

Sec. 203a. The method of éondemning private prop-
erty for the use of the city prescribed in Section 208 of its
charter, as amended by this act, shall not be exclusive; and
private property may also be condemned for the uses of the
city for the purposes expressed in said section, by the same
proceedings and under the same rules, so far as applicable,
as are now provided by the general laws of this state for the
condemnation of private property for the use of railroad cor-

Condemnation of )
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en

~ porations, or in any other manner or by any other proceed-
ings authorized by the general law of this state for the con-

demnation of private property for public use. [Amendment
of 1895.]

Sec. 203b. Said city is hereby authorized to acquire
by purchrse, gift, devise, or condemnation, any private prop-
erty or any interest therein, whether such property be situ-
ated within or without the corporation limits of said city,
which may be necessary or proper for the establishment and
maintenance of an efficient system of sewers for said city.
Said city is hereby given the right to lay, construct and
maintain its sewers in, under, and across or along any public
street, highway, or public grounds within or without the cor-
poration limits of said city; provided, that due regard shall be
had for franchise rights and vested rights in, upon and along
said streets, highways and public grounds. [Amendment of
1895.]

Sec. 204. Such damages shall be paid to the owners
of such property, or deposited with the city treasurer, sub-
ject to the order of such owners, respectively, before such
property shall be taken for the use of the city.

Sec. 205. If the assessment of the freeholders be not
confirmed by the council, proceedings may be taken anew to
assess damages.

ARTICLE NINE.

FIRE DEPARTMENT,

Section 206. The city council, for the purpose of gnard-
ing against the calamities of fire, shall prohibit the erection,
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building, placing, moving, or repairing of wooden buildings
within such limits within said city, as they may designate
and prescribe; and shall, also, within said limits, prohibit the
moving or putting up of any wooden building from without
said limits; and shall, also, prohibit the removal of any
wooden building from one place to another, within said
limits; and shall direct, require and preseribe, that all build-
ings within the limits so designated and prescribed as afore-
said shall be made or constructed of tire-proof material; and
to prohibit the rebuilding or repairing of wooden buildings
within the fire limits, when the same shall have been dam-
aged to the extent of fifty (50) per cent of the value thereof,
and to prescribe the manner of ascertaining such damages;
to declare all dilapidated buildings to be nuisances, and to
direct the same to be repaired, removed or abated, in such
manner as they shall prescribe and direct; to declare all
wooden buildings within the fire limits, which they may
deem dangerous to contiguous buildings, or in causing or
promoting fires, to be nuisances, and to require and cause
the same to be removed or abated, in such manner as they
shall prescribe.

Sec. 207. The city council shall have power to pre-
vent and prohibit the dangerous construction and condition
of chimneys, flues, fireplaces, stove pipes, ovens, or any
other apparatus used in or about any building or manufac-
tory, and to cause the same to be removed or placed in a
secure and safe condition, when considered dangerous.

Sec. 208. To prevent the deposit of ashes in places
where they would be liable to produce fire, and to direct the
police or other persons appointed, to enter into all buildings
and enclosures to examine if they are in a safe condition,
and to cause them to be made safe.
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Sec. 209. To regulate the supplies of water for the
extinction of fires.

Sec. 210. To prevent the carrying on of manufactories
and works dangerous in promoting and causing fires.

Sec. 211.

arms.

To prevent the use of fire-works and fire-

Sec. 212. To direct, control and prohibit the keeping
and management of houses or any building for the storing of
gun-powder, and other combustible, explosive and danger-
ous materials within the city; to regulate the keeping and
conveying of the same, and the use of candles and other
lights in stables or other like houses.

Sec. 213. To regulate and prescribe the manner and
order the building of parapet and partition walls, and parti-
tion fences.

Sec. 214. To compel the owners or occupants of
houses, or other buildings. to have scuttles in the roofs, and
stairs or ladders leading to the same.

Sec. 215. And generally to establish such regulations
for the prevention and extinguishment of fires as the city
council may deem expedient.

Sec. 216. The city council shall have power to or-
ganize such fire department as they may deem necessary,
and adopt any system of fire companies they may deem wise
and expedient, voluntary or paid; and all volunteer com-
panies shall be subject to the control of the mayor and city
council.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Section 217. The city council, by ordinance, shall have
power to provide for the sale of personal property for the
personal taxes due from the owners thereof, or assessed upon
the property to be sold.

Sec. 218. Every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine,
imprisonment, or forfeiture of its provisions, shall, after the
passdge thereof, be published in every issue of the official
journal of the city of San Antonio for ten days, and proof of
such publication by the printer or publisher of such newspa-
per, taken before any officer authorized to administer oaths,
and filed with the city clerk, shall be prima facie evidence of
the legal publication and promulgation of such ordinances in
all courts and places. All such ordinances shall take effect
and be in force from and after expiration of such publication
provided; but no ordinance shall be passed unless same shall
have been read at three separate meetings of the city coun-
cil, except when otherwise determined by a two-thirds vote
of all the aldermen. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 219. All ordinances of the city, when printed and
published by authority of the city council, shall be admitted
and received in all the courts and places without further
proof.

Sec. 220. The style of the ordinances shall be: “Be
it ordained by the city council of the city of San Antonio,*’
but may be omitted when published in the form of book or
* pamphlet.

Sec. 221. All ordinances, regulations and resolutions
now in force in the city of San Antonio, and not in conflict
with this act, shall remain in force under this act until
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altered, modified or repealed by the city council after this
act shall take effect.

Sec. 222. Whenever in the opinion of the city council,
any building. fence, shed, awning, or any erection of any kind
or any part thereof is liable to fall down and endanger per-
sons or property, they may order the owner. owners, or the
agent of the same, to take down and remove the same, or
any part thereof, within such {ime as they may direct, and
punish by fine and imprisonment, or either, the owner,
owners, or agent thereof, for é,ny neglect, failure or refusal
to comply therewith. The city council shall, in addition,
have the power to remove the same, on account of the owner
of the property or premises, and assess the expense on the
land on which it stood, or to whicli it was attached;and shall,
by ordinance,- provide for such assessment, the mode and
manner of giving notice, and the means of recovering any
such expense. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 223. Whenever any person has been required by
the recorder, or mayor acting as recorder, to give bond or
bonds for good behavior, or any other bond, and complied
with such order and been guilty of a violation or infraction
of any such bond, the city, in its corporate name, may sue in

“any court having jurisdiction for the recovery of the penalty

of such bond. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 224. In all cases where, by any provisions of
this act, or by any ordinance passed in pursuance thereof, a
person is required to obtain a license for any calling, occupa-
tion, business or vocation, and has, on complaint before the
recorder, been adjudged guilty of violating any rule, regula-
tion or ordinance of the city council in relation thereto, the
recorder, in addition to fine and imprisonment, or either,
may suspend or revoke the license so granted.



REVISED CITY CHARTER. 55

Sec. 225. Warrants drawn upon the city treasurer
for payment of money shall be for immediate payment, and
will not be received for taxes or other dues due the city, and
are not to be considered a circulating medium;and the may-
or is forbidden to draw warrants upon the treasurer only
under specific appropriation, and not beyond the amount ap-
propriated by the city council for all purposes under the city
government.

Sec. 226. Two-thirds of the aldermen shall be a quo-
rum to transact all business. [Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 227. The mayor shall cause a quarterly exhibit
of the financial affairs of the city, to be published in the offi-
cial journal. The mayor shall also, within thirty days after
the close of every fiscal year, cause to be published in pam-
phlet form, for general distribution, an exhibit of the finan-
cial condition of the city for such fiscal year, which exhibit
shall specify the number and date of each warrant drawn,
the amount thereof, the name of the person to whom the
same was issued, and for what purpose or account the same
was drawn. Every taxpaying citizen shall, during office hours
have the right to examine any and all books, vouchers, records,
and papers belonging to the city, and in the custody of its offi-
cers, and shall have the right to take copies, and it shall be
the duty of the proper custodian of a paper or record apper-
taining to the city or its business, to produce and exhibit any
such paper or record demanded to be inspected by any such
citizen. [Amendment of 1891.]

Sec. 228. The city council shall choose a city printer,
and regulate the price of printing and advertising.
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to arrest all offenders against the law of the state or ordi-

nances of the city, by day or night, and keep them in the

city prison to prevent their escape until they can be brought
before the proper officer, unless such offender shall give a
good and sufficient bond for his or her appearance for trial.

[Amendment of 1889.]

Sec. 230. The policemen of the city, and assistant
marshal or marshals, in the discharge of their duties, shall
be subject to the orders of the mayor and marshal only. The
city marshals and policemen may arrest any person commit-
ting any offense against the peace of the city, or a breach of
any city ordinance committed in their presence, or on com-
plaint of any person, without a warrant. Policemen serving
warrants for the arrest of persons shall be deemed the
deputies of the city marshal, and shall have the same powers

as constables under the state laws, within the city limits.

Sec. 231. The marshal, in the discharge of his duty,
shall be subject to the orders of the mayor only.

[Section 232 repealed, 1889.]

Sec. 233. Lands, houses, moneys, debts due the city,
and personal and real property, and assets of every descrip-
tion, belonging to the city, shall be exempt from execution
and sale; but the city shall make provision, by taxation or
otherwise, for the payment of any and all indebtedness due
by the city.

Sec. 234. All rights, actions, penalties and forfeitures
in suit or otherwise, which have accrued under the law here-
toforein force shall be vested in and presented by the corpor-
ation hereby created; and no suit pending shall be affected by
the passage of this act, but the same shall be prosecuted
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or defended, as the case may be, by the corporation hereby
created.

Sec. 235. All property, real or personal or mixed, be-
longing to the city of San Antonio, is hereby vested in the
corporation created by this act; and the officers of the said
corporation, now in office, shall respectively continue in the
same until superseded in conformity to the provisions here-
of, but shall be governed by this act from and after it takes
effect. : :

Sec. 236. Whenever a majority of the inhabitants
qualified to vote for member of state legislature, on any ter-
ritory adjoining the present limits of the city of San Antonio,
to the extent of half a mile in width, shall vote in favor of
becoming a part'of said city and any three of them may
make affidavit before the mayor, who shall certify the same
to the city council of said city, and said city council may, or
by ordinance, receive them as part of said city; from thence-
forth the territory so received shall be a part of said city,
and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to all the rights
and privileges of other citizens, and bound by all acts and
ordinances made in conformity thereto, and passed in pur-
suance of this act.

Sec. 237. The cemetery lots which have or may be

. hereafter laid out and sold by said city for private places of

burial, shall, with the appurtenances, forever be exempt
from taxes, executions, attachment or forced sale. .

Sec. 238. No person shall be an incompetent judge,
justice or juror, by reason of his being an inhabitant or free-
holder in the city of San Antonio, in any action or proceed-
ing in which said city may be a party in interest. [Amend-
ment of 1889.]
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Sec. 239. When, by the provisions of this act, the
city council have power to pass ordinances on any subject,
they may prescribe any penalty not exceeding two hundred
dollars ($200.00) for the violation thereof, and imprisonment
not to exceed three months; and in case of the imposition of
a fine and non-payment, may provide that the party con-
vieted be committed to jail or house of correction, or be re-
quired to work on the alleys, avenues, streets, or émy public
work of the city, for such time as the city council may by
ordinance provide.

‘Sec. 240. It shall not be necessary in any action, suit
or proceeding in which the city of San Antonio shall be a
party, for any bond, undertaking or security, to be executed
in behalf of the city; but all such actions, suits and pro-
ceedings shall be conducted the same as if such bond, under-
taking or security had been given; and for all purposes of
such actions, suits or proceedings, the city shall be liable in
the same manner and to the same extent as if the bond, un-
dertaking or security required in other cases had been duly
given and executed.

[Section 241 repealed, 1889.]

Sec. 242. The members of the city council shall be
Each
member of the city council shall receive five dollars ($5.00)
for every meeting attended- and be fined in like sum for
every meeting which he fails to attend, without sufficient ex-
cuse for each absence.

exempt from jury service during their term of office.

[Section 243 repealed, 1889.]

[Section 244 repealed, 1889.]
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Sec. 245. Whenever any person shall be removed
from any office, or the term for which he was appointed or
elected has expired, or he has resigned or ceased to act in
such official capacity, he shall deliver over to his successor
all books, papers and effects in any way appertaining to
his office. Every person violating this provision shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be deemed an offender
within the meaning of any law of the state punishing such
offense, and in addition thereto shall, on conviction before
the recorder, be fined in any sum not exceeding five hun-
dred dollars ($500) and imprisonment for any time not ex-
ceeding six months, or either; and any officer who shall
have been intrusted with the collection or custody of funds
belonging to said city, who shall be in default to said city,
besides being liable to criminal prosecution and a civil ac-
tion for debt, shall thereafter be incapable of holding any
office under said city until the amount of his defalcation shall
have been fully paid to said city, with twelve (12) per cent
interest.

Sec. 246. That no member of the city council shall
hold any office or employment under the city government
while he is a member of said city council, unless herein
otherwise provided; and no member- of the city council, or
any officer of the corporation, shall be directly or indirectly
interested in any work, business or contract, the expense,
price or consideration of which is paid from city treasury, or
by an assessment levied by an ordinance or a resolution of
the city council, nor be the surety of any person having a
contract, work or business with said city, for the perform-
ance of which security may be required.

Sec. 247. Resignation by any officer authorized to be
elected or appointed by this act, shall be made to the city
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council in writing, subject to their approval and acceptance;
provided, that nothing in this section contained shall apply to
appointments by the mayor; any such appointee wishing to
resign, shall present his resignation to that officer, in writ-
ing, for his action.

' Dg;l:fsiﬂo" of fines, Sec. 248. All fines, foxffeitures and penalties for the

: ' breach or violation of any provision of this act, or of any regu-
lation, order or ordinance of the city, shall, when collected, be
paid into the city treasury for the use and benefit of said
city.

| © Compensation of - Sec. 249. The officers of the city of San Antonio

S herein named shall receive from the city the following com-

pensation, and no more:

o 1. The mayor shall receive the sum of three thousand
|8 six hundred dollars ($3,600) per annum.
' 2. The city auditor shall receive one thousand eight
thdred dollars ($1,800) per annun. :
3. The recorder shall receive the sum of one thousand -
two hundred dollars ($1.200) per annum.
4. The city marshal shall receive the sum of two thous-
o and dollars ($2,000) per annum.
: 5. The city attorney shall receive the sum of two thous-
' and dollars ($2,000) per annum.

6. The collector shall receive the sum of two thousand
seven hundred dollars ($2,700) per annum and shall pay his
own clerks or assistants.

7. The assessor shall receive the sum of two thousand
dollars ($2,000) per annum.

g 8. The treasurer shall receive the sum of one thousand
two hundred dollars ($1,200) per annum.
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9. The engineer shall receive the sum of two thousand
dollars ($2,000) per annum. [Amendment of 1891.]

Sec. 250. All acts done by the acting mayor and coun-

£ cil, and officers appointed to office by the commander of the

Fifth Military District, or the council and mayor So ap-

- pointed, shall be deemed and held by the courts of the state

to be as valid and binding on the said city and its inhabitants
as though the same had been done by officers elected in

~accordance with the charter of said city heretofore in force.

Sec. 251. The salaries of the officers named in the
preceding section shall be payable monthly out of the city
treasury, at the end of each month, on warrants drawn by
the mayor and attested by the clerk, in accordance with said

~ section, from and after the passage of this act. [Amendment

of 189i.]

Sec. 252. That all acts and parts of acts heretofore

- . passed by the legislature of the state of Texas, incorporating

the city of San Antonio, or amendatory to such acts, and con-
fiicting with this act, are hereby repealed.

Sec. 253. This act shall be deemed a public act, and
may be read in evidence, without proof, and judicial notice
shall be taken thereof in all courts and places.

Sec. 254. That this act shall take effect and be in
force from and after its passage.
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1AST . OF

Charters and Amendments.

THE FIRST CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO.

The first charter held by the present city of San Anto-,
nio was -granted by authority of the king of Spain, in the
year 1733 or 1734, to the people and inhabitants of the town
of San Fernando, now San Antonio. In the case of Lewis vs.
San Antonio, 7 Texas Rep., 289, a cause involving the title to
lands lying within the corporate limits and claimed by the

"city of San Antonio, decided by the supreme court of Texas -
in the year 1851, the court (pér Lipscomb., J.) uses the follow-
ing language:

“There were several bills of exception taken on the
trial, and many grounds of error have been presented for
our consideration. I propose. however, before examining
them, to first discuss the grounds on which the corporation
relies in support of the claims it has set up to the lands in
controversy. And first, the ancient grant, the existence of
an ancient deed in the archives of the corporation, embrac-
ing the lands in controversy, has been proved conclusively.
That this deed was in the archives, the place to which it be-
longed, as late as the year 1834, is also fully proved; that it
purported to be absolute and unconditional on its face, ema
nating from the authority of the king of Spain; that it bore .
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“date in 1733 or 1734; that it was sewed' or stitched into a
book, with other papers relating to the foundation of the
town; that the deed was the last in the book; that on an occa-
‘sion of very great public excitement, when the indignation
of the people was aroused by what they supposed to be an
attempted fraud on their rights by their delegate to the con-
gress of Coahuila and Texas, Balmaceda, in procuring a de-
- eree of the congress for two leagues of land to the town, the
corporate authorities instituted a vigilant search for the
deed and found it, as previously stated. This was in the
year 1829. It has never been-seen since 1834.”

The city of San Antonio claimed title to the lands sued
for under the above grant and also by a charter granted to
said city by the Republic of Texas, December 14th, 1837.
. The jury in the court below found in favor of the existence
of such ancient: grant, and in favor of the city, and the
supreme court sustained the verdict. The title of the city to
said land is therefore perfect.

LIST OF SUBSEQUENT CHARTERS AND AMENDMENTS.

Second. An act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches
and other towns therein named, by the Republic of Texas,
June 5th, 1837.—Laws Republic of Texas, vol. 1, p. 239.

Third. Act of incorporation, December 14th, 1837.—Vol.
2, Laws Republic of Texas, p. 39.

Fourth. Act supplementary, January 26th, 1839.—First
session of the Third congress, p. 107. !

Fifth. An.Act of incorporation, ‘January 14th, 1842 —
Sixth congress, Republic of Texas, p. 85.
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Sixth. Act- to incorporate the city of San Antonio, Janu-
ary 24th, 1852.—Voted upon and rejected by the people.

Seventh. An Act to amend the Act of January 14th,
1842.—November 26th, 1855.

Eighth. An Act of incorporation, July 17th, 1856.
Ninth. Act of incorporation. August 18th, 1870.

Tenth. Amendments to Sections 5, 6, 24, 33, 46, 131,
135, 189 and 230, made by the people at an election held De-
cember 15th, 1874.

Eleventh. Amendments to Sections 5, 24, 43 and 45, April
18th, 1879; by Sixteenth legislature.

Twelfth. Act of March 4th, 1885, to repeal Sections
7,8, 9; 1051051818, V4 18,16 17, 18,10, 21,99 98,795 9% 98
30, 81, 83, 198, 199 and 200; and to amend Sections 2, 4, 5, 6,
29, 33, 43, 45, 70, 74, 78,103, 120, 197, 201, 202 and 203 of an act
entitled ‘‘An Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio and

1870; and to repeal ‘‘An Act to incorporate the city of San
Antonio,”” approved July 17th, 1856, and an act to amend the
“Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio.’”’ approved Feb-
ruary 11th,| 1860; also, an act to amend an act entitled *‘An
Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio and grant a new
charter to said city,”” approved April 18th, 1879. §

Thirteenth. An Act of April 3rd, 1889, amending Sec-
: tions 1, 4, 5, 6, 24, 34, 35, 37, 38, 89, 40, 43, 45, 46, 51, 55, 60,
5 61, 69, 78, 79, 107, 121, 130, 134, 135, 136, 172, 173, 176, 183, 190,
i 192, 194, 195, 201, 218-222, 223, 226, 229, 238, 249, and adding
Sections 255 and 256.

| e : : grant a new charter to said city,” approved August 13th,
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”Foumnt.h Ac.t of April 29th, 1891 entltlad “An Act to
Qnﬂ S ctmna 5 24 29 37 43, 45, 48, 55 98 102 119 127, :
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CHAPTER ONE.

ALDERMEN.

Section 1, Every person who may be elected or ap- Residence of alder-

pointed alderman to represent any ward of the city in the
city council shall have his residence in the w:rd he was
elected to represent, and shall have resided there at least six
months next prior to his election. If any alderman moves
his residence from the ward in which he was elected, he shall
thereby vacate his office, and the same shall be filled accord-
ing to section 87 of th> city charter.

CHAPTER TWO.

THE ALAMO.

WHEREAS, The city of San Antonio did, by virtue of a
resolution of the city council, passed February 20th, 18883,
propose to the state authorities that in the event of the pur-

*

men.
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chase by the state of the Alamo, theeity would take charge of
the said building, to the end, that the object of the purchase,
to-wit: its preservation as a monument, sacred to the memory
of the martyrs who so gallantly perished in the defense of
the liberties of their country, should be prevented from
desecration by vandal hands, and as far as possible from

_ destruction by the ravages of time; and,

WHEREAS, By virtue of a joint resolution in the Nine-
teenth legislature, the governor of the state has formally
transferred the said Alamo building to the custody of the
city, now, therefore,

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of San Antonio:

Section 1. That in conformity with the resolution of
the city council, above recited, the city of San Antonio here-
by accepts the trust imposed by the aforesaid joint resolu-
tion of the Nineteenth legislature, and will carry into effect
all the conditions imposed thereby, in good faith.

Sec. 2. That the mayor be, and is hereby, authorized
by and with the consent of the city council, to appoint some
suitable person as custodian of the Alamo.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the custodian of the
Alamo to keep the building in a cleanly and proper condition,
open at all times between the hours of 8 a. m. and 5 p. m.,
and on Sundays from 8 to 9 a. m. and 4 to 5 p. m., to the in-
spection of strangers and other visitors. He shall escort
visitors inspecting the building, and prevent any defacement
of the walls or other acts in any manner injurious to the
property in his charge by such visitors and others. He shall
have and execute in the discharge of the duties imposed by
this ordinance, the power and authority of a regular police-
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man, and shall receive for his services a salary of fifty dol-
lars ($50.00) per month.

Sec. 4. The city council shall from time to time, as city council to enact
occasion may require, enact all other needful and proper reg- regniations ete.,
ulations necessary to carry into effect the obligations as-
sumed, as hereinbefore recited.

CHAPTER THREE.

CITY ATTORNEY.

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the city attorney, Dutiesof city attor-

by himself or assistant, to appear and prosecute all cases in n
the recorder’s court, arising under the ordinances of the
city; to institute suits on behalf of the city for the recovery

of any and all lands heretofore or hereafter sold and con-
veyed to the city by the city collector for city taxes; he shall
attend upon the meetings of the city council, and, when
called upon, give his advice and counsel; he shall advise the
officers of the city government, and give his opinion upon
such legal matters and questions affecting the interests of

the city as may from time to time be referred to him, and,
generally, to perform such other professional duties as may
from time to time be required of him by the city council.

Sec. 2. The city attorney shall, at the expiration of his city attorney shall
: & deliver papers,ete.,
term of office, deliver over to his successor all books, papers o nis successor.
and effects in any way appertaining to his office.

Sec. 3. The office of assistant city attorney is hereby Assistan]g city attor-

; . Duti -

created, and the salary of said office is fixed at one hundred ::ﬁbea,u it o
and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) per month. The assistant
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city attorney shall be appointed by the mayor, by and with
the consent of the city council.

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the assistant city attor-
ney to supervise the prosecution of violation of the criminal
ordinances of the city; to specially attend to the collection of
= delinquent taxes, and to assist the city attorney in all the
«, : legal business of the city; and he shall perform such other
duties of a like nature which may be required by the city

council.
: CHAPTER FOUR.
: CITY ASSESSOR.
f’i Duties of city asses- Section 1. The city assessor, elected under the char-
*‘::—’f il ‘ter, shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by the

mayor and board of aldermen. He shall give bond in the
sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), conditional for the
faithful performance of his duties.

e

CHAPTER FIVE.

: CITY AUDITOR. ,

‘ Oath and bond of Section 1. The city auditor, elected under the charter,

| o shall before entering upon the duties of his office, take and
subsecribe an oath before some officer, authorized to adminis-
ter oaths, well, truly, and faithfully to discharge the duties
of his office, as they are now, or may hereafter be
defined by ordinance, or resolution of the city council, and
give a bond in the sum of three thousand dollars (%3,000.00),
signed by himself and not less than two sureties, to be ap-
proved by the city council. -
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‘Sec. 2. He shall be the general accountant of the city,
and shall keep, in books, regular accounts of all receipts and
disbursements of the city, and separate, under proper

~ heads, each cause of receipts and disbursements, and also

an account with each person, including officers who have
money transactions with the city, crediting amounts allowed
by proper authority, and charging each with all warrants
drawn in his favor, and specifying the particular transac-
tions to which such entries apply. :

Sec. 3. He shall establish proper rules for the govern-
ment of his office, and prescribe the form of account, and of
all certificates and receipts to be attached thereto, to be ap-
proved by the mayor. He shall keep the accounts of the
city, general and special, in a systematic and orderly manner,

in a form of double entry bookkeeping.

Sec. 4. He shall examine, adjust, and audit all unset-
tled accounts, claims, and demands against the city for the
payment of which any money may be drawn from the city
tfea,sury, when such claims or demands are certified and
presented in proper form and are duly authorized by charter
or ordinance, and after having examined the same, with all ac-
companying documents, and having found them all correct, he
shall certify thereon the true state of such claim or demand,
setting forth the date of the appropriation, and on what page
of the proceedings of the city council the same was author-
ized,and fhenpresent thesame tothefinancecommittee for their
approval, before being paid; provided that, for the payment of
officers or employees authorized by charter, ordinance, reso-

Duties of auditor

Same.

Same.

lution, or by contract, duly approved by city council, only °

the approval of the mayor is needed.
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Sec. 5. The auditor, when required, shall furnish the
mayor, city attorney, city council or committees thereof,
copies or abstracts of any books, accounts, records, vouchers
or documents in his office, or any information in relation to
anything pertaining to his office, or the revenue of the city,
and shall at all times permit the mayor, or any member of
the council, or any other officer interested, to examine any
books, papers, or documents in his office.

Sec. 6. Whenever the council shall, by ordinance or
resolution, appropriate any money out of the municipal reve-
nue, or out of any special fund, or shall transfer money from
one fund to another, the auditor shall imm edia.tély make such
transfer on his books, in accordance with such ordinance or
resolution, and if any appropriation be made by ordinance or
resolution on behalf of any public work, the auditor shall, as
soon as the work is completed, transfer the balance remain-

ing to the account or fund to which it was originaily appro-
priated.

Sec. 7. To enable theauditor to execute the pi‘ovisions
of this ordinance, it is hereby made the duty of all city
officers having any books, records, or accounts in their pos-
session, to allow the auditor free access to the same to make
such examination as he may deem necessary.

Sec. 8. Theauditor shall keep the following books, and
as many others as the council shall from time to time ordain:

First. A head ledger, and auxiliary books showing the
totals of all other books.

Second. A record of claims with appropriate columns
and headings, wherein shall be entered any account allowed
or paid, showing on what account it was due, the name of
claimant and the amount claimed, amounts allowed, amounts
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£ rejected, the fund paid from, and such other information as
¥ may be desired.
Third. A bills payable book, into which shall be entered
all bonds, notes, bills, and other written obligations given or
payable by the city, with the name of the maker, payee and

holder, and the time When payable, principal and rate of in-
terest.

Fourth. A bill and account reéeivable book, into which
shall be entered all demands and claims held by the city
against other persons or corpoi'ations,whether written obliga-
tions or open accounts, whether for sale of lands, or propérty
or other things, or for rent or other consideration, which shall
represent the names of the debtors, character of claims and
obligations, the amount thereof and when due and payable.

Fifth. A register of bonds of the city, with appropriate
columns and headings, representing date of issue, to whom
issued, on what account, when payable, showing amount of
bonds, rate of interest, and amount of semi-annual coupons,
and all necessary information in regard to such bonds.

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the auditor to counter- Receipts.
sign and seal every receipt given by the treasurer to the
collector, and make an entry upon his books of the amount
and source from which the funds were received, and no re-
ceipt given by the treasurer shall be valid unless counter-
signed and sealed by the auditor.

CHAPTER SIX.
CITY CLERK

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the city clerk t0 pyties of Sl clerk
prepare and submit to the finance committee, on or before
the 15th day of March and September of each fiscal year, a
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detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures of the
city. v

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the finance committee
to examine the accounts‘submitted. by the city clerk, with
the vouchers for each expenditure made, and report to the
city council the result of such examination. Such report,
when made and.approved by the council, shall be published

in the official -journal of the city.

Sec. 3. The office of assistant city clerk shall be, and
the same is hereby created. He shall be appointed by the
mayor, by and with the consent of the city council. The
assistant city clerk shall be deemed the deputy of the city
clerk. He shall perform such duties as may be required of him
and receive such salary as may be fixed by the ¢ity council.

Sec. 4. The salary of the city clerk shall be sixteen
hundred dollars ($1,600) per annum, payable monthly.

CHAPTER SEVEN.

CITY COLLECTOR.

Section 1. All moneys received by any officer of the
city government, for or on account of the city, shall be paid
over to the city collector and be by him turned over to the

city treasurer.

Sec. 2. The city collector shall be and is hereby
directed to make a deed or deeds to the city of San Antonio
of all property sold by him for taxes and bid in by him for
the city. The said Geed, or deeds, shall state the cause of
sale, the property, or which portion thereof is sold, the price
for which it was sold, the name of the party against whom
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the taxes were assessed, if known, if not, say ‘‘Unknown,”
the date of sale, and shall specify that the same was sold
subject to the right of redemption within two (2) years from
date of sale upon the payment of double the amount of taxes
due thereon at the time of sale, together with all interest,
penalties and costs, which were due at the time of sale, or
which may legally accrue thereafter.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the maybr, upon the
receipt of such deed, or deeds, herein required to be made
by the collector, to have the same duly recorded in the office
of the county clerk.

CHAPTER EIGHT.

CONTRACTS AND PURCHASES.

Section 1. All improvements that may be ordered to

~ be let out by contract shall be contracted for with the lowest

and best bidder at the option of the city council, after public
notice of at least five days, and all tenders shall be received

- at the mayor’s-office, marked for what work intended, and

addressed to the mayor, who, with one member of the public
improvement'committee or city engineer, shall sign a record

<of all such bids, kept in a bound book, and also of their
award in each and every case, which award shall be reported
to the city council for final action.

Sec. 2. The city reserves the right to reject any and
all bids, and in the event of a failure on the part of the suc-
cessful bidder for any public work to furnish good and suf-
ficient security for the performance of his contract, or to
complete his contract with the city, the work shall again be
advertised for bid s, as in the first instance.

Mayor to have what
deeds recorded.

Contracts for im-
provements.

City has right to re- %
Jject bids. !

Bids re-advertised
for, when.
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" Sec. 3. Each and every contract for public work shall
be let upon written specifications, and the manner of inspec-
tion and approval of the work, upon completion, shall be set
fort'h ir. the contract, as well as the manner of payment; and
the mayor shall require, from every contractor for work done
for the city, good and sufficient bond securing the city against
all liens, suits and damages, arising from a failure on the

part of the contractors to pay either for labor or material, or
both.

Sec. 4. Upon the completion of any contract it shall be
the duty of the eontractor to call upon the-city surveyor and
engineer, who, with at least a majority of the public improve-
ment committee, shall carefully examine the work, and cer-
tify whether or not the work is done in accordance with the
plan and specifications, and the said contractor shall then
‘present his bill to the board of aldermen at its first subse-
quent meeting, accompanied by the certificate of the surveyor
and engineer, and at least a majority of the public improve-
ment committee, for payment. :

Sec. 5. No contract or purchase on behalf of the city
of San Antonio for any of the current expenses of said city
shall be made unless the same is authorized by law or is un-
der an appropriation adequate for its fulfillment, nor when
practicable without due advertisement in newspapers, or by
posters or circular letters, sent to principal dealers, or by
both these methods combined, giving as many days notice as
possible.

Sec. 6. Nothing in Section 1 of this ordinance shall ap-
ply to the employment of labor under the supervision of the
street commissioner’s department.




A

REVISED CODE OF CIVIL ORDINANCES. 79

Sec. 7. When because of an emergency it is impracti-
cable to give nctice by advertisement, posters or circulars.
inviting proposals, or when such proposals have been invited
and no bids received, the purchase may be made, or services
gngagéd in open market by the mayor, who shall report the
same to the city council, at the next regular session, for its
approval.

Sec. 8. Information in regard to supplies or services
for which proposals have been invited shall be futnished on
application to all persons desiring' it.

Sec. 9. Bidders for supplies shall be informed of the
kind, quantity and quality of the articles desired, place, time
and rate of delivery, and conditions of payment. They shall
be furnished all information available and be permitted. to
examiné the standard sampleé where they are deposited.

Sec. 10. Bidders for labor will' be informed of the
nature and extent of the services required, when they are to
be performed, and the time allowed for performance. -They
will be furnished with or allowed to examine plans and speci-
fications of all works upon which: they desire to bid, and, in
génel‘al, will be furnished with any information needed to
enable them to act understandingly.

Sec. 11. No bidder shall be informed directly or indi-
rectly of the name of any person intending to bid, or not to
bid, or to whom information in respect to proposals has been
given.

Sec. 12. Proposals shall be prepared in strict accord-
ance with the advertisement or circular of instructions.

: Mayor authorized to ‘
contract. when.

9

Information to be,j
furnished, when.

Bidders to be in-
formed of kind,_
quantity, ete.
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Preparation of pro-
posals.
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Sec. 13. Numbers and prices will be written in words
as well as expressed in figures; however, when there are
many items, such as stationery, and the amounts involved
are inconsiderable, figures only need be used.

Sec. 14. Erasures or interlineations must be explained
by the bidder over his signature. ;

A

Sec. 15. No assistance will be given in the preparation
of proposals by any city officer or employee.

Sec. 16. Proposals received prior to time of opening
shall be securely kept, so that they can not be tampered
with. Proposals received after the time fixed for opening
shall not be opened or considered.

Sec. 17. Samples of material shall, when practicable,
accompany bids, and material delivered shall be fully up to the
sample on which award was made.

Sec. 18. All proposals shall be opened by the mayor,
who shall make an abstract of same and submit them to the
council with his recommendatiovrs.

Sec. 19. Award shall be made on the bid found to be
the most advantageous to the city.

Sec. 20. The city reserves the right to reject any or
all bids, or to accept any bid in whole or in part.

Sec. 21. No officer of the city of San Antonio shall be
directly or indirectly interested in any work, business or
contract, the expense, price. or consideration of which is paid
from the -city treasury, or by an assessment levied by an or-
dinance or resolution of the city council.
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"

Sec. 22. Any willful violation of Section 21 of this Punishment.
chapter by any officer of the city of San Antonio, shall be
ground for removing him from his office.

CHAPTER NINE.
CITY COUNCIL—RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Rule 1. Kight aldermen shall constitute a quorum for Quorum.
the transaction of all business.

Rule 2. The city council shall meet in regular session Time of meeting,
on the first, second, third and fourth Mondays in each
month, except during the months of June, July and August,
when it shall meet on the first and third Mondays. The
hour of meeting shall be at 4 o’clock p. m. Any member
who fails or refuses to attend any regular meeting of the
city council shall be fined tive dollars ($5.00) for each meeting
he so fails or refuses to attend, unless he be absent from the
city, which absence shall have been previously reported to
the mayor, or unless his excuse for non-attendance, made in
open council, shall be deemed sufficient by the council, who
thereupon may remit the fine.

Rule 3. At the hour of meeting the mayor shall take the o 10 open mect-
chair, call the council to order and direct the clerk to call the "8 how.
roll. A quorum being present, he shall direct the clerk to
read the minutes of the previous meeting. He shall then
announce: “Corrections of the minutes are now in order.”
After correction of the minutes: and - their approval, the
mayor shall sign the same.

Rule 4. In the absence of the mayor, the mayor pro tem wayor pro tem.
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shall preside over the council, and in the absence of both, a
quorum being present, a temporary presiding officer may be
selected from among the members upon nominations for that

purpose.

Rule 5. The presiding officer shall preserve order and
decorum, and no member shall address the council from any
other than his own seat.

Rule 6. The city marshal shall preserve order in the
hall, and prevent any conversation, noise or other cause of
disturbance or confusion. :

Rule 7. No member shall leave the hall during the ses-
sion of the council, except by permission of the mayor, or in
case of his refusal, by majority vote of the aldermen present.

Rule 8. The order of business for the city council shall
be as follows:

1. Calling the roll. :

2. Reading, correcting and approval of the minutes.
3. Memorials and petitions.
4

. Reports of standing committees, each committee to
be called in its regular order.

=

Reports of special committees.

 Unfinished business.

o3

~7

Communications from the mayor.
8. New business.
9. Adjournment.

Rule 9. Reports of committees shall be considered as
in the nature of recommendations, and where there is no
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objection shall be considered as received without a vote.
The adoption of a committee report by vote of the council
shall have the effect of changing it from a recommendation

' into an order.

Rule 10. No member shall vote on any question, on the
adoption or rejection of which he is pecuniarily interested.

Rule 11. The vote on all ordinances, resolutions and
nominations shall be taken by ayes and nays, unless other-
wise ordered by a majority vote of the aldermen present.
In taking the ayes and nays, the roll shall be called alphabeti-
cally. :

Rule 12. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if
the mayor or any member of the board so desires, and every
written motion shall be inserted in the minutes, with the
name of the member making it, unless it be withdrawn,

" which can be done only by consent of the council at the same

meeting at which it was offered.

Rule 13. When a motion is made to refer any subject,
and different committees are proposed, the vote shall be
taken first on referring it to the standing commlttee, and
then to the specml committee.

Rule 14. When a question is under debate, no motion
shall be received, but, first, to adjourn; second, to reconsider;
third, to lay on the table; fourth, previous question; fifth, to

seventh to commit or amend; which several motions shall
have precedence in the order named, and the motion to ad-
journ shall always be in order, and which, with the motion to
lay on the table, shall be decided without debate.

Member not to vote, |

when.

Votes, how taken.

Motion to be reduced
to writing, when.

Motion made to re-
fer.

Order of motions.

~ postpone to a day certain; sixth, to postpone indefinitely, and -
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Rule 15. The previous question must be seconded by
three members, and when so seconded, brings the councﬂ to
a direct vote on the main question.

Rule 16. A motion shall not be debated until the same
has been seconded, and the chair has announced ‘‘are you
ready for the question.”’

Rule 17. In filling blanks, the longest time and the larg-
est sums shall be voted on first.

Rule 18. When any member is about to speak in debate,
or offer any matter for the consideration of the council, he
shall rise from his seat and respectfully address the chair,
and shall confine himself to the question under debate, and
avoid personality in his language. When two or more
mewmbers rise at once to address the council, the presiding
officer shall name the member who is entitled to the floor.

Rule 19. -1f any member, in debate or otherwise, trans- -
gresses the rules of the council, the mayor, or any member,
may call him to order. The member so called to order shall
immediately take his seat, unless permitted to explain. If
no appeal is taken, the decision of the chair shall be submit-
ted to. In all cases of appeal from the decision of the chair,
the vote shall be taken by ayes and nays, and a majority vote
of all the aldermen present shall be necessary to set aside
such decision.

Rule 20. Nomember shall speak more than ten minutes.
to debate any resolution or amendment thereto, except by
leave of the council, and no member shall speak twice on the
same subject, except the mover of the resolution, who shall
have the privilege of closing the debate, but not until every
member choosing to speak shall have spoken..
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Rule 21. There shall be thirteen standing committees

appointed by the mayor at the commencement of each fiscal
year, as follows:

First—FiNANCE COMMITTEE, four members.
Second-—ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE, four members.
Third—PoOLICE COMMITTEE, three members.

Fourth—Gas, WATER AND ELECTRIC LiGHT COMMITTEE, three
members.

Fifth—STREETS AND BRIDGES COMMITTEE, three members.

Sixth—STREET CLEANING AND HOSPITAL SANITATION COMMITTEE.,
three members.

Seventh—PARKS AND PLAzA COMMITTEE, three members.
Eighth—FIRE AND FIRE LiMiTs COMMITTEE, three members.
Ninth—SEWER COMMITTEE, three members.

Tenth—TELEGRAPHS, TELEPHONES AND RAILWAYS COMMITTEE,
three members.

Eleventh—PuBL1C IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE, three members.

Twelfth—PETITIONS, ORDINANCES AND RuLEs COMMITTEE, three
members. ;

Thirteenth—ScHOOL BOARD, the mayor and four members.

Rule 22. It shall be the duty of any committee to meet

on the call of any two members thereof, if the chairman be

. absent or decline to appoint a meeting. If the chairman or
any member habitually neglects his duties, he may be re-
moved therefrom at any time by the mayor, by and with the

. consent of the council. The standing committees of the city
council shall meet in the council chamber every Thursday at
4 o’clock p. m., preceding a regular council meeting, and any
two members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of all business.

Standing comm it— :

tees. o

Time of committee

meetings.

|

i)

Chairman or mem- |
ber of committee |
may be removed. | |
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" Hlection of mayor Rule 23. The council shall at their first meeting in

i tem. E :

|4 e March of each year, elect one of their number toact as mayor
pro tem, when, from any cause, the mayor is unable to perform
the duties of his office. :

S rdinances neces- Rule 2}. All appropriations, imposing of penalties, fix-

- . when. : : 5 s

ke ing of tax rates and creiting and abolishing of offices, shall be

- Ordinances adopted. : i : '
. how. ""done by ordinance. and all ordinances shall be read at three

several meetings of the city council, before receiving final
action; unless otherwise ordered by a two-thirds vote of alj
the aldermen elected, who may suspend the ruleand pass the
ordinance at one meating; provided that no ordinance shall be

adopted unless it receives the vote of a majority of all the
aldermen elected.

j‘fff'-~0n_1inances appro- Rule 25. All ordinances of the city council requiring
| priatingmoney. 4y o appropriation or expenditure of money, shall be referred
to and acted upon by the finance committee, and shall there-
after be adopted only with the concurrence of two-thirds of

all the aldermen elected.

_ Ordinances impos- Rule 26. All ordinances imposing a tax, shall be adopted
R e only after having receiv_ed a two-thirds vote of all the-alder-
: men elected.

B cionits, iow Rule 27. All appointments made by the mayor shall be
(i made. submitted to the council for approval, or rejection. except
s firemen in the fire department, employees in the street com-
Bt " missioner’s department, and in the department of street
e cleaning and sanitation, and employees of the city hall and
o city hospital, and chainmen and rodmen in the engineers
i department. :

| Interested purties Rule 28. During the session of the council, and when
{ mot to appear be. 4 s i . ‘

| forecouncil. any question is pending before them, it shall be against the
o '

¥

‘E,
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- rules toallow discussion by the parties interested, or thropgh ‘ 1
their attorneys. Any one desiring to state his case, must
come before the committee having the matter in charge.

Rule 29. The decision of the chair shall be binding on onair's ruling deei= 3
the council on all points not covered by these rules, unless *" |
otherwise ordered by a majority vote of those present and
participating.

Rule 30. Additional rules or amendments hereto may, aqaitional rala]
. from time to time, be propozed but shall not be adopted until =~ how adopted.
they have been read at three several meetings, unless the
rules are suspended (which may be done by a two-
thirds vote) when they may be read a second time and may
then be passed by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the
aldermen elected.

CHAPTER TEN.

DISBURSEMENTS.

Section 1. All of the current expenses of the corpora- current expenses,
tion shall be paid out of the general fund, and by drafts "% PM®
/ drawn by the mayor and countersigned by the city clerk,
who shall also certify to the approval of the finance commit-
tee thereon; provided, that salaries of officers created by
charter and ordinance, paupers, hospital accounts and pay-
ments under contracts approved by the city council, need
not have the above specified endorsement, but shall state on
what account drawn. '

Sec. 2. For the purpose of securing the creditors of the ¢reaitors ot c“,y,'
corporation, all of the moneys collected under the special tax 1oW secured. 1
ordinance now in force, or to be hereafter enacted, shall form
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a special fund for the payment of the principal and interest
of the indebtedness of the corporation, and said special fund
shall be exclusively applied to the payment of said principal
and interest; and the city treasurer shall not ‘pay any
moneys out of the said special funds, unless upon special
drafts, drawn by the mayor and countersigned by the clerk,
each and everyone of said drafts to state upon what matured
eity liability it is issued.

Sec. 3. Itshall beunlawful foranyofficer orem ployee of
the city to make any purchase, or otherwise incur any in-
debtedness for the city, without written authority from the
mayor.

Sec. 4. The mayor is hereby directed and required to
certify to all accounts for purchases made and labor em-
ployed for the benefit of the city, as to their correctness and
neceséity therefor.

CHAPTER ELEVEN.

EIGHT HOUR DAY,

Section 1. In the employment of laborers and me-
chanics eight hours shall constitute a day’s work, and the
minimum wages paid for the same shall be one dollar and
fifty cents ($1.50) per day.

CHAPTER TWELVE,

ELECTIONS.

Section 1. The mayor, and in case of vacancy in that
office or in inability, failure or refusal of the mayor to act,
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then any two aldermen shall order alli city elections, and
when any election is ordered at least twenty days notice shall

- be given by notice posted up at the places designated for

holding the election in each ward and by proclamation pub-
lished in the official journal.

Sec. 2. Allwritsand formsof returns shall be furnished
the several presiding: officers by the city clerk, in ‘which
writs shall be stated particularly the:officer or officers to be
chosen, the day of election and within what time thesreturns
shall be made and to whom made.

Sec. 3. The mayor or other aut-hority ordering the elec-
tion shall appoint the presiding officers, and the Qiby' council
shall select the judges of election, but on failure of the city
council to select, or refusal or failure of those selected to act,
then the presiding officer of each eleetion precinct shall, on
or before the day of election, select two judges and two clerks
from the different political parties, if demanded, so far as
practicable, who, together with the presiding officer, shall be

- the managers of election; and the presiding officer shall ad-

minister to each of them an oath that they will each well and
truly conduct the election without partiality or prejudice and
agreeabiy to law, according to the best of their skill and un-
derstanding; and one of the judges shall thereupon adminis-
ter the same oath to the presiding officer.

Sec. 4. All presiding officers, judges and clerks of elec-
tions are hereby authorized to administer all oaths necessary
or proper in the discharge of their duties as such, and to
administer all oaths connected in any way with the'holding
of elections.

Writs and forms of '_f‘
returns. e

-

Presiding officers;
judges of election;
managers of elec-
tlon, ete.

Oaths administered, . |
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Sec. 5. At all elections in this city the polls shall be
open from 8 o’clock a. m. till 6 o’clock p. m.

Sec. 6. The following classes of persons shall not be
allowed to vote, to-wit:
Persons under twenty-one years of age.

Idiots and lunatics.

el e

All paupers supported by the city or county.

4. All persons convicted of any felony.

5. Al soldiers, marines and seamen employed in the

service of the army or navy of the United States.

Sec. 7. Every male person, subject to none of the fore-
going disqualifications, who shall be a citizen of this state,
and of the United States, or shall have declared his intention
to become a citizen as provided by law, and who shall have re-
sided within the limits of this city for six months immediate-
ly preceding an election, shall have the right to vote for
mayor and all other elective officers, provided that all elect-
ors shall vote in the ward wherein they respectively reside.
The residence of a married man, if not separated from his
wife, shall be where his family resides, and that of a single
man where he boards and sleeps, and he shall not vote in any
other precinct or ward, and should any single man board in
one ward or precinct and sleep in another, then his residence
shall be in the ward or precinct in which he sleeps.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the presiding ufficer or
judges of election, when requested by any by-stander, to

- swear any person offering to vote, as to his residence, and to

have placed in writing opposite his name the word ‘“sworn,”
and any person voting at any other place than that of his
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residence shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished
as provided by the state law governing such cases.

Sec. 9. Each of the clerks of an election shall keep a
poll list upon which he shall write and number the name of
each person who votes at the time of his voting, and one of
the judges of election, in every case, shall receive the ballot,
and at the time of receiving it shall write upon it the voter’s
number, corresponding with the number on the clerk’s poll
list, and shall immediately place the ballot in the ballot box.
No officer of election shall unfold or examine the ballot re-
ceived. Nor shall they examine the same by comparing it
with the clerk’s list of voters when the votes are counted
out, nor shall they permit the same to be done. Nor shall
they examine or permit to be examined the ballots subse-
- quent to the same being received into the ballot box; except
in cases specially provided by law. A violation of any of the
provisions of this section shall be punished as provided by
the laws of the state. :

Sec. 10. Immediately after closing the polls the offi-
~ cers of election shall proceed to count the votes in the pres-
ence cf two qualified voters of the city, of good repute, and
of different political parties, if such can be conveniently ob-
tained, and shall continue such count without interruption,
until all the ballots voted at such election are counted.. No
ballot which is not numbered, as provided in Section 9, shall
be counted. Nor shall any two or more ballots folded to-
gether be counted; and where the names of two or more per-
sons are upon a ballot for the same office, when but one per-
son is to be elected to that office, such ballot shall not be
counted for either of such persons:. All ballots shall be
written or printed on plain, white paper, without any peculiar

o
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_sign, vignette, device or stamp, or mark, except the writing

or printing in black ink or black pencil, of the names of the
candidates and the several offices to be filled, except the name
of the political party whose candidates are on the ticket;
provided, such ballots may be written or printed on plain,
white foolscap, legal-cap or letter paper; provided, that all
ballots contalnmfr the name of any candidate pasted over the
name of any other candidate shall not be counted for such
candidate whose name is so pasted, and any ticket not in con-
formity to the above shall not be counted.
the votes, each clerk shall keep a tally list, showing each
vote counted, and for what person or persons counted, and
for what office or offices, and when the counting is completed
each clerk shall certify his tally list to be correct and shall
sign such certificate officially.

In counting out

Sec. 11. When the ballots have all been counted, the
managers of election shall immediately make out returns of
the same, signed by them, which shall be sealed up in an
envelope, and they shall also place all the ballots voted, together
with one poll list and one tally list, in a wooden or metalic
box, and shall securely fasten the box with nails, screws or
locks, and shall forthwith deliver said box and the returns
of election to the mayor of the city, or in case of his absence
to the city clerk, who shall file them in his office, and deliver
them to the mayor on the day appointed to compare the polls.
A duplicate of such returns and tally list shall be kept by
the presiding officer for twelve months from the day of elec-
tion. On the Monday next following the day of election, and
not before, the mayor and one or more members of the city
council shall open the election returns and estimate the re-
sult, recording the state of the polls, in each precinet, in a
book to be kept for that purpose; provided, that in the event of a
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failure from any cause, to compute the votes on the Monday
following the election, then said votes shall be computed
upon the earliest practical day thereafter. After an estimate
of the result of an election has been made, the mayor shall
~ deliver to the candidate or candidates, for whom the greatest
number of votes have been polled, a certificate of election,
lnamirig the office to which he has been elected, the number
of votes polled for him and the day on which the election
was held, and shall sign the same and cause the seal of the
city to be thereupon impressed.

Sec. 12. The judges of election, while in the discharge
of their duties, shall have the power of a peace officer to
preserve order and keep the peace.

Sec. 13. In all municipal elections held in the city of
San Antonio under the provisions of an act of the legislature
of the state of Texas, entitled “An act to provide for the
registration of all votes in all cities containing a population
of ten thousand inhabitants, or more, and to protect the
purity of the ballot in said cities, and to provide penalties
for the violation of the same, approved April 12th, 1892,
the following safeguards and regulations shall be observed
to secure a fair exercise of the election franchise: :

a. The polling places in the several wards of the city
shall be provided with a guard rail, so constructed and placed
that only such persons as are inside said rail can approach
within six feet of the ballot boxes, or compartments, or
booths, at which electors are to prepare their ballots for
voting. The arrangements shall be such that neither the
ballot boxes, nor the voting booths. nor the electors while
preparing their ballots, shall be hidden from the view of
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those just outside of the said guard rail, or from the judges,
and yet the same shall be far enough removed and so
arranged that the elector may conveniently prepare his bal-
lot for voting with secrecy. There shall be provided in each
polling place not less than one such compartment, or booth,
for every fifty electors to vote at such polling place; and
every polling place shall have at least three of such compart-
ments, or booths, which shall be made with three s{des
closed, and the front side open, and in size thirty-two inches
wide, thirty-two inches deep and six feet four inches high,
containing a shelf, and shall be arranged with hinges to fold
up when not in use, convenient for storage.

The mayor, or upon his failure to act, any three alder-
men of the city, shall provide, at the expense of the city, vot-
ing booths or compartments and guard rails required by this
ordinance. During the election and counting of ballots, no
person, other than the judges and clerks of election, and the
electors admitted, as provided by the terms of said act of
of the legislature, for the purpose of preparing their ballots
and voting, shall be admitted or permitted to be within said
rail.

b. All ballots used in said elections shall be furnished
by the city council at the expense of the city, and shall be
prepared in accordance with a form to be determined by the
city council at least two days prior to said elections; provided,’
however, that the name of each candidate shall not appear on
any one ticket more than once; and, provided further, that if
the city council shall fail to furnish such ballots, any candi-
date at such elections may furnish for the use of voters at
said elections ballots of a form not in conflict with existing
laws.
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c. 'The city council, at least two days prior to said elec-
tions, in addition to the presiding officers already provided
for by. law, shall, upon nomination of each of the executive
committees of each of the opposing parties or tickets, re-
spectively, at said elections, appoint at least two judgeé and
clerks of election of and for each of such opposing parties

~or tickets, which said judges and clerks so appointed shall

be duly qualified electors at said election. Provided further,
that when vo such nominations are made, the council shall
elect such officers at the last meeting prior to the election.

d. No ballot shall be prepared at said elections for any
elector who declares to the presiding officer that he can not
read or write, or that by blindness or other physical disabil-
ity, he is unable to prepare his ballot, except in the presence

‘and with the assistance of a judge appointed of and for each

of said opposing parties or tickets, and nominated by the
said executive committees thereof, and no ballot cast at said
elections shall be counted except in the presence, and with
the cognizance of at least one of the judges and one of the
clerks appointed of and for each of such opposing parties or

tickets, and nominated by the said executive committees
thereof.
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