
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL PLAZA 

BUILDING, THURSDAY, JULY 3,1997. 

* * * * 

97-28 The City Council convened in an infonnal "B" Session at 10:00 A.M., 
Municipal Plaza Building, "B" Room, to consider the following items(s): 

Boards and Commissions Work Session (May through August appointment). 

The Council members present were: Flores, Salas, Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, 
Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster and Peak. ABSENT: None. 

The "B" Session adjourned at 11 :35 A.M. 

97-28 The regular meeting was called to order at 1:00 P.M. by the Presiding 
Officer, Mayor Howard W. Peak, with the following members present: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster and Peak. 
Absent: None. 

97-28 Invocation - Rabbi Chaim Block, Chabad Center. 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States. 

97-28 Minutes of the Regular City Council Meetings for March 6, 1997 and May 
1, 1997, and the Special City Council meeting of May 5, 1997 were approved. 
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CEREMONIAL ITEMS 

FREEDOMFEST ALL-CITY MARCHING BAND 

Mayor Peak stated that, each summer, students from throughout the City of San Antonio 
come together to form The Freedomfest All-City Marching Band, performing in the July 
4th Freedomfest Parade and at various other functions. He noted that the band is present 
in Council Chambers to perform and to receive a Proclamation, commending the band 
members for their willingness to share their musical talents with their community. 

Mayor Peak then read the formal Proclamation and presented it to representatives of 
Market Square, present for the occasion. 

Ms. Sylvia Larios, President, Market Square Association, thanked the Mayor and Council 
for the Proclamation and wished them a happy Fourth of July, then spoke to history of the 
band as other representatives distributed special gifts to City Council members. 

Mr. Flores invited all San Antonians to the parade and Market Square festivities 
tomorrow, the Fourth of July. 

Ms. Delia Guajardo, coordinator of the band, spoke to the various schools represented by 
the band members, and congratulated the many parents and sponsors involved. 

The band then played a fmal selection before exiting the Council Chambers. 

* * * * 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION TO FOUR LOCAL MALLS 

Mr. Tony Bosmans, Director of Community Relations, spoke to the outstanding success 
of the "Showcase of City Programs", displays by various City departments and functions 
originally prepared and presented at the recent National League of Cities Conference in 
San Antonio. He spoke of recent appearances of "Showcase" displays at Ingram Park 
Mall, Windsor Park Mall, South Park Mall, and Central Park Mall as a brief video 
presentation outlined those appearances. He then spoke to statistics compiled on citizen 
reaction to those displays and presentation. 

97-28 
July 3, 1997 
lmr 

2 



Mayor Peak then read Certificates of Appreciation for each of the four local malls and 
presented them to representatives of each, who in turn thanked the City for the 
'partnership' effort and urged the City to repeat the effort in the future. 

Mr. Alexander E. Briseno, City Manager, noted that the costs to produce the Showcase 
were minimal, inasmuch as the employees involved donated their time and efforts. 

* * * * 

SOUTH TEXAS BLOOD & TISSUE CENTER 

Mayor Peak noted that, this morning, the South Texas Blood & Tissue Center presented a 
Certificate to the employees of the City of San Antonio in recognition of outstanding 
community service for continuously supporting the Center and its lifesaving mission. He 
stated that he had accepted that Certificate on behalf of all City employees who have 
participated in the Center's blood drives over the past 22 years. 

Mayor Peak stated that the Center also recognized Ms. Rosie Perez, an employee in the 
Human Resources Department, who, among other duties, organizes all of the City's blood 
drives. She was presented the Quiet Hero Award. 

* * * * 

DISTRICT 4 GOVERNMENT CLASS 

Mr. Prado and Mr. Garza a group of students from a school in District 4, visiting City 
Hall today, and welcomed them to the City Council meeting. 

* * * * 

97-28 At the request of Mayor Peak, City Council moved to consider Agenda Item 
18 at this time. 

Mayor Peak then read a list of assignments appointing the members of City Council to 
various subcommittees, ad hoc committees, and boards and commissions for the current 
Council tenn, and spoke to changes being made in certain committee names and 
responsibilities, including the Housing Task Force, Social Services Committee, and the 
Policy and Planning Committee. 
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Mr. Vasquez and Mayor Peak discussed methods of giving direction to City staff by a 
majority of Council members present and the need for a six-signature memorandum 
instead, in the future, in order to maintain control of such directions being given at 
Council meetings. 

City Clerk Norma S. Rodriguez then read the following Ordinance: 

APPOINTING MEMBERS 
SUBCOMMITTEES, AD 
COMMISSIONS. 

AN ORDINANCE 86235 

OF 
HOC 

THE CITY COUNCIL 
COMMITTEES, AND 

* * * * 

TO VARIOUS 
BOARDS AND 

Ms. Guerrero made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Bannwolf 
seconded the motion. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Ray Hamilton, speaking for the San Antonio Crime Commission, officially 
welcomed Mr. Marbut to the Chair of that commission. 

* * * * 

Mayor Peak spoke to the possibility of other appointments in the future. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Peak; NAYS: None; ABSENT: 
Vasquez, Webster. 

97-28 CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Bannwolf made a motion to approve Agenda Items 5 through 18, constituting the 
Consent Agenda, with items 5, 14, 15, 16, and 17 having been pulled for individual 
consideration. Mr. Salas seconded the motion. 
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Mter consideration, the motion canying with it the passage of the following Ordinances, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, 
Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Peak. NAYS: None; ABSENT: Webster. 

AN ORDINANCE 86236 

ACCEPTING THE LOW, QUALIFIED BID OF V.K. KNOWLTON PAVING 
CONTRACTOR, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $484,866.50 IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE N. NA VIDAD: POPULAR TO WAVERLY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROJECT; AUTHORIZING A CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT; REVISING THE PROJECT BUDGET; AUTHORIZING $23,160.00 
FOR MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY EXPENSES; 
AUTHORIZING $12,157.14 FOR PROJECT OVERSIGHT COSTS; AND PROVIDING 
FOR PAYMENT. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86237 

ACCEPTING THE LOW, QUALIFIED BID OF E-Z BEL CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $317,156.50 IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
KENTUCKY ST.: ZARZAMORA TO ALAZAN CREEK PROJECT; AUTHORIZING 
A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT; AUTHORIZING $25,540.00 FOR 
MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY EXPENSES; 
AUTHORIZING $20,000.00 TO G.E. REAVES ENGINEERING, INC. FOR 
ADDITIONAL ENGINEERING EXPENSES; AND PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT. 
(AMENDS ORD. NO. 81849, DATED MARCH 16,1995) 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86238 

AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES 
OF SAN ANTONIO, INC. (NHS) A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION, BY DEED 
WITHOUT WARRANTY, OF TITLE TO FOUR (4) PARCELS IN THE COLISEUM 
PARK SUBDIVISION, FOR $10.00 AND OTHER GOOD AND VALUABLE 
CONSIDERATION, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS SET FORTH IN SAID 
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DEED, FOR THE PUBLIC PURPOSE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOW INCOME 
OR MODERATE INCOME HOUSING(AFFORDABLE HOUSING"). 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86239 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FIVE (5) YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT 
WITH BAYOUS RIVERSIDE, INC. FOR APPROXIMATELY 481 SQUARE FEET OF 
PUBLIC SPACE ON THE SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK FOR OUTDOOR DINING 
SERVICES FOR AN ANNUAL PAYMENT OF $7,503.60 IN YEAR ONE; $7,878.78 
IN YEAR TWO; $8,272.72 IN YEAR THREE; $8,686.35 IN YEAR FOUR AND 
$9,120.67 IN YEAR FIVE. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86240 

APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF A TENANT ESTOPPEL CERTIFICATE IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE SALE TO BELCLAIRE REALTY, LTD. OF THE 
BUILDING HOUSING THE OFFICES OF THE SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION & 
VISITORS BUREAU AT 121 ALAMO PLAZA SOUTH. 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86241 

AMENDING THE TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SCHEDULES ESTABLISHED BY 
CHAPTER 19 (TRAFFIC REGULATIONS), ARTICLE III (TRAFFIC CONTROL 
DEVICES), SECTION 19-68(b) TO INCLUDE CERTAIN ADDITIONS TO THE 
OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICE SCHEDULE FOR "STOP" SIGNS, "YIELD 
RIGHT-OF-WAY" SIGNS, AND "PROHIBITED PARKING AT ALL TIMES" SIGNS; 
AUTHORIZING THE PERMANENT INSTALLATION OF SAID DEVICES; 
DECLARING THEM AS OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES OF THE CITY 
OF SAN ANTONIO; AND DECLARING VIOLATIONS OF THESE TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS, EXCEPT THE CIVIL PARKING VIOLATIONS, TO BE 
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MISDEMEANOR CRIMES PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN 
$200.00, AND DECLARING VIOLATIONS OF THE CIVIL PARKING VIOLATIONS 
TO BE SUBJECT TO THE ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS OF CITY CODE 
SECTION 19-225 (ADMINISTRATIVE ADmDICATION OF STOPPING, 
STANDING, AND PARKING VIOLATIONS). 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86242 

AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE AND EXECUTION OF A CASH GRANT 
CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,529.00 FROM THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH TO AUGMENT FUNDING OF THE CITY'S SAN ANTONIO 
METROPOLITAN HEALTH DISTRICT (SAMHD) MAMMOGRAPHY PROJECT; 
REVISING THE BUDGET FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH STATE SUPPORT PROJECT 
1996/97 ESTABLISHED IN ORDINANCE NO. 83917, PASSED AND APPROVED ON 
APRIL 11, 1996; AND AMENDING AN AGREEMENT WITH SOUTH TEXAS 
RADIOLOGY GROUP FOR THE PROVISION OF MAMMOGRAPHY SERVICES; 
AND AUTHORIZING CONTRACTUAL PHYSICIAN SERVICES.(ALSO AMENDS 
ORD. NO. 85397 DTD. JAN. 9, 1997) 

* * * * 

AN ORDINANCE 86243 

AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT OF A CONTRACT WITH URBAN-IS BY 
SUBSTITUTING THE SAN ANTONIO HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR PROJECT 
BRIDGE FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF CERTAIN ARTISTIC SUPPORT SERVICES 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE CARNIVAL IN THE COURTS PROJECT. (AMENDS 
ORD. NO. 84788 DATED SEPT. 16, 1996) 
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97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86244 

SELECTING THE SAGE GROUP, INC. TO PROVIDE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE WOODLAWN LAKE PARK PHASE I 1994 
PARKS GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ISSUE PROJECT, LOCATED IN 
DISTRICT 7; AUTHORIZING THE NEGOTIATION AND EXECUTION OF A 
STANDARD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $34,875.00; TRANSFERRING FUNDS AND REVISING THE PROJECT 
BUDGET; ESTABLISHING A $8,718.00 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
CONTINGENCY; AND PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT. 

* * * * 

Ms. Guerrero made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Bannwolf 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Frank Stromboe, Acting Director of Parks & Recreation, explained the Woodlawn 
Lake Phase I project. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, spoke to the need for additional Park Rangers; asked that 
all City parks be shut down until the Park Ranger force is increased; spoke to crime in the 
parks and the influx of graffiti; and the need to budget for additional parks enforcement 
personnel. 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, spoke to his concern with a lack of citizen input into 
parks renovations and how architects and engineers are selected to plan those 
renovations. He questioned that selection process and asked that this matter be delayed. 

* * * * 

Mr. Garza noted that he had asked for this item to be removed from consideration by City 
Council last week so that a citizen team involved in the Woodlawn Lake project could be 
briefed on it first. He spoke to this as an example of bringing citizens into the parks 
planning process, and stated that he would work on a process for this in the future. He 
also spoke against any delay on this project. 
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Mayor Peak noted that he had neighborhood groups' input into District 9 parks projects 
planning when he served as City Councilman in District 9. 

Mr. Salas stated that he would do likewise in District 2; including citizens in the design 
phase. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: None 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86245 

ACCEPTING A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000.00 FROM THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE TO BE USED 
FOR THE WEED & SEED PROJECT BY REIMBURSING THE CITY FOR 
OVERTIME INVESTIGATIVE AND INTEGRATED LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OPERATIONS. 

* * * * 

Mr. Webster made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Bannwolf seconded 
the motion. 

Police Chief AI A. Philippus explained the background of the $3 million Weed & Seed 
Program in San Antonio and detailed this Ordinance, narrating a brief video presentation. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, questioned the accountability of funds within the San 
Antonio Police Department and stated that he wants an audit conducted of the funds used 
by this group. 

* * * * 

Mr. Prado lauded the Weed & Seed Program. 
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Chief Philippus addressed funds accountability within his department and how target 
areas were selected for the Weed & Seed Program. He noted that this year's grant funding 
has now diminished, and expressed his belief that this may be the fmal year of the 
federally-funded program. He expressed his willingness to discuss Police Department 
activities in any Council District, noting that this particular program is community
related. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: None 

97-28 It was the consensus of City Council members present to temporarily 
bypass further consideration of pulled items from the Consent Agenda in order to 
undertake consideration of Agenda Item 33 at this time. 

The Clerk read the following Resolution: 

A RESOLUTION 
NO. 97-28-28 

SUPPORTING THE PUBLIC-PRIVATE COMPETITION EFFORTS AT KELLY AIR 
FORCE BASE, TEXAS. 

* * * * 

Mr. Jim Campbell, Director of Intergovelnmental Relations, spoke to public-private 
competition efforts at Kelly Air Force Base. 

Mr. Tony Rivera, Chairman of the Task Force on Kelly Air Force Base Privatization 
Policies, spoke to plans to lobby for the Kelly Air Force Base Privatization bill before 
Congress, to provide current Kelly workers with an option. 

Mayor Peak spoke of this as an issue vital to San Antonio. 

Mr. Vasquez spoke in SUppOlt for the proposed Resolution, and stated his desire that 
Kelly workers make their voices heard so that their jobs will remain in San Antonio, 
whether they be government or private-sector jobs. He spoke to the need to attract a 
maximum amount of work to Kelly Air Force Base. 
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Mr. Rivera noted that Kelly workers are already being heard. 

Mr. Salas spoke to the need for the Air Force and the Department of Defense to alleviate 
certain pollution problems in residential areas adjacent to Kelly Air Force Base. 

Mr. James Myalt, Jr., Attolney, addressed his concern regarding the Greater Kelly 
Development corporation not informing the City Council of a federal restraining order 
concerning the pending takeover of a portion of Kelly Air Force Base by the City of San 
Antonio. He spoke to workforce problems at Kelly and asked that consideration of this 
Resolution be delayed and that the GKDC be dissolved and replaced by appointed 
members from each Council District. 

Mr. Prado noted that Kelly jobs and their impact provide a sense of urgency to enact this 
proposed Resolution, although he is sensitive to the situation mentioned. 

Mr. Marbut voiced his concern with local conflicts over the Kelly jobs issue, and spoke 
to the three facets of that conflict. He spoke to the need for everyone to pull together. 

In response to a question by Mayor Peak, Mr. Rolando Bono, Assistant City Manager, 
stated that he would brief Mr. Prado on environmental actions and responsibilities in the 
Kelly matter, and spoke briefly to an overview. 

Mr. Salas spoke to the need to deal with a number of Kelly issues including 
contamination and racial discrimination matters, and spoke in support for the proposed 
Resolution. He spoke to his COnCelTIS with possibly building affordable housing over 
contaminated soils. 

Mr. Bannwolfnoted that things are coming to a head on this issue and addressed the need 
to persist in the Kelly matter. 

Mr. Prado thanked the task force for its work. 

Mr. Menendez spoke in support for the proposed Resolution and the task force's work. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak~ NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: GuelTero. 
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97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86246 

ACCEPTING A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $200,000.00 FROM THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF mSTICE, BUREAU OF mSTICE ASSISTANCE TO BE USED 
FOR THE CONTINUING ACTIVITIES OF THE WEED AND SEED PROGRAM; 
AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS WITH THE 
FOLLOWING AGENCIES; THE YMCA IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$10,000.00, THE SAN BENEDICTINE JOVEN PROGRAM IN AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED $10,000.00, AND THE BEXAR COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 
GREEN BRIGADE PROGRAM IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000.00. 

* * * * 

Mr. Flores made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Salas seconded the 
motion. 

The following citizen(s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, questioned the openness in this program and a lack of 
information available. 

* * * * 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: Garza. 

97-28 At the request of a Council member, it was the informal consensus of City 
Council members present to undeliake consideration of Agenda item 32 at this time. 

The Clerk read a proposed Resolution expressing City Council's opposition 
to the VIA Metropolitan Transit Authority ("VIA") Board of Directors' repeal of the 1;2% 
sales tax exemption on telecommunications; as requested by Councilman Jeff Webster of 
District 10. 
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The following VIA Board Members appeared to speak: 

Rev. Richard Tankerson, Chaitman, VIA Metropolitan Transit Authority, addressed a 
brief history and chronology of the legislation involved and the reasons for VIA's board 
actions relative to telecommunications tax matters. 

Mr. Walter Serna, VIA board Secretruy and a City Council appointee, spoke to a 
chronology of the matter and the need for more funds by the VIA system to solve 
shortfalls in revenues. He addressed the $18 million shortfall of two years ago and spoke 
to the need to generate more revenues other than raising fares. He spoke to the reasons 
for tapping the telecommunications tax, stating his feeling that the VIA system cannot 
afford another fare increase. He spoke to a drop in ridership after the last fare increase, 
and expressed his feeling that the ozone problems will force greater mass transit ridership 
in the future. 

Mr. Charles Shannon, VIA board member, stated his belief that there is no other way out 
except utilizing this tax. 

Ms. Lupe Ochoa, VIA board member, spoke in support for the use of this tax as the 
fairest way to generate more income without adversely impacting the lowest-income 
citizens who ride the bus. 

Mr. Jesse Bielefeld, VIA boru·d member, stated that the board made tough decisions to 
address the system's monetary shortfalls and to generate new money to replace the fleet 
of buses. 

Mr. Carlos Martinez, VIA board member and City Council appointee, stated that he voted 
against the tax, expressing his belief that VIA can cut deeper into expenses rather than 
raise taxes. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Richard Jordan, 3410 John Glenn, stated that the mentally-retarded cannot afford 
another fare increase, and he spoke against coercing the VIA board appointees. 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, provided Council members with a handout of materials, 
stating his belief that the VIA system cannot afford another fare increase. He spoke to 
earlier VIA board actions that reversed a previous deficit and noted the vital importance 
of the VIA system. 
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Ms. Maria Dominguez stated that it is unfair to raise fares for those who cannot afford it. 

Mr. Jack Finger, P.O. Box 12048, spoke against this tax imposed by VIA when they have 
some $5 million in the bank. He urged the Council to audit VIA's account records. 

Mr. Joseph M. McCarthy, 500 N. Santa Rosa #723, spoke to the innovative programs to 
encourage VIA ridership. 

* * * * 

Mr. Garza stated that he had met with VIA on this matter, and spoke to his concern with a 
process that allows appointed board members to enact taxes. He spoke against the 
Resolution, noting that the City imposes this telecommunications tax, yet the Council 
attacks VIA for doing the same. He stated that he would abstain from this vote. 

Mr. Webster stated that he respects the VIA appointees but disagrees with the process 
involved, noting that VIA gets only 22 percent of its revenues from fares, while grants 
and federal subsidies pay the rest. He stated his belief that the Council should be 
consulted on such things as fare increases or the imposition of taxes such as this 
telecommunications tax. 

Mr. John Milam, General Manager, VIA, discussed VIA's fmancial situation and the 
status of the bus fleet and the negative impact of past fare increases on VIA ridership. 

Mr. Webster stated that a small fare increase cannot compare to the increased costs that 
will come as a result of ozone-emission non-attainment fmdings, should that occur. He 
stated his belief that the process is flawed concerning this tax increase, and that VIA 
should look at fare increases, budget reductions, and other options. He spoke in support 
of the proposed Resolution. 

Mr. Prado stated that he favors directing City staff to prepare legislation to require 
appointed boards to secure appointing governments' approval before raising taxes. He 
spoke against the imposition of the telecommunications tax by VIA when it projects a $5 
million surplus and had some $77 million in the bank. He called this a disservice to the 
citizens and asked VIA's board to rescind the action taken. 

Mr. Bannwolf spoke against any tax increase, stating his belief that VIA could find $1.5 
million by reducing costs in order to avoid a tax increase. He spoke in support of 
legislation to require appointed boards to secure an appointing government's approval 
before raising taxes. 
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Mr. Menendez spoke in suppo11 for requiring any board that can levy taxes to be an 
elected board, and he spoke in suppot1 for the proposed Resolution. 

Mr. Salas spoke in support for the Resolution, stating that he resents the pressure applied 
from "a tax increase or a fare increase posture. He spoke in support for legislation to deal 
with the problem of appointees setting taxes, and spoke to his concern with VIA service 
ill some areas. He stated that he would suppo11 Mr. Prado's motion, if it is fonnally 
made. 

Mr. Flores spoke to the need for legislation to address this issue, and spoke to the 
importance of VIA service. He spoke against the Resolution, but favors legislation to 
address the process, stating his belief that City Council should have a say on this. 

Mr. Marbut stated that this is a matter of perception, and the Council needs to be 
infonned on --such matters. 

Mayor Peak addressed the long-tenn consequences of the issue, noting that VIA will need 
even more money in the future. He stated his feeling that the process is damaged because 
of a lack of showing the public 'the big picture', noting that this may well damage San 
Antonio's future transportation system. 

City Clerk N onna S. RodIiguez then read the following Resolution, in total: 

A RESOLUTION 
NO. 97-28-29 

EXPRESSING CITY COUNCIL'S OPPOSITION TO THE VIA METROPOLITAN 
TRANSIT AUTHORITY ("VIA") BOARD OF DIRECTORS' REPEAL OF THE Y2% 
SALES TAX EXEMPTION ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS; AS REQUESTED BY 
COUNCILMAN JEFF WEBSTER OF DISTRICT 10. 

* * * * 

Mr. Webster made a motion to approve the proposed Resolution. Mr. Bannwolf 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Garza again questioned the Resolution in light of the fact that the City also collects 
this telecommunications tax. 
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Mter consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Guerrero, Prado, 
Vasquez, Menendez, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: Flores, Salas; 
ABSTAIN: Garza,; ABSENT: None; 

Mr. Prado then made a motion to direct City staff to draft legislation for the next session 
of the state legislative term that would preclude a City-appointed body from having 
taxing abilities. Mr. Salas seconded the motion. 

Mter consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: None 

97-28 It was the consensus of City Council members present to undertake 
consideration of Agenda Item 22 at this time. 

The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86247 

AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND TO 
ACCEPT AND EXPEND PRIVATE DONATIONS FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
THERMAL IMAGING AND SEARCH CAMERAS. 

* * * * 

Fire Chief Robert Ojeda explained the purpose of the proposed trust fund and narrated a 
brief video presentation. 

Mr. Fernando Centeno, representing the Citizens Fire Committee, explained the 
procedure for raising funds to pay for some $935,000.00 in needed equipment for 
increased fire fighting effectiveness. 

Chief Ojeda spoke to how the camera will function in fire situations. 

Mr. Flores made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Marbut seconded the 
motion. 
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After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote : AYES: Flores, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; ABSENT: 
Salas, Menendez, Garza. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86248 

AUTHORIZING THE NEGOTIATION OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT WITH BENDER WELLS CLARK DESIGN FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $45,000.00 FOR PREPARATION OF A VISITOR INFORMATION AND 
TRANSPORTATION CENTER STUDY AND THE EXECUTION OF SAME UPON 
APPROVAL BY THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION. 

* * * * 

Mr. Webster made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Prado seconded the 
motion. 

Mr . Jesus Garza, Planning Manager, Planning Department, narrated a video presentation 
of the proposed study for a visitor information and transportation center, noting that 
highway trust funds will pay its $45,000 cost. 

(At this point, Mayor Peak was obliged to leave the meeting. Mr. Webster presided in the 
temporary absence of the Mayor Pro Tern.) 

The following citizen(s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, questioned the lack of information on this matter and 
also lack of citizen input, stating his belief that City staff could do this project itself. 

* * * * 

In response to a question by Mr. Vasquez, Ms. Rebecca Waldman, Assistant to the City 
Manager, spoke to how the firm was selected via a Request For Proposal, with some 50 
planning finns solicited. 

Councilman Garza noted that there is a fixed amount of money to pay for this project. 
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Mr. Jesus Garza spoke to the process followed in this selection, including following the 
Downtown Transportation Plan approved by City Council. 

Ms. Waldman noted that the project is specially designed to be located on the periphery 
of the downtown area. 

(At this point, Mayor Peak returned to the meeting to preside.) 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Guerrero, 
Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Peak; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Flores, Salas, 
Prado, Vasquez, Webster. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86249 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND THE CITY ATTORNEY TO 
COMPROMISE AND SETTLE CAUSE NO. 95-CI-06547, STYLED HORST, ET. AL. 
V. CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, IN BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR A TOTAL 
AMOUNT OF $87,500.00. 

* * * * 

Mr. Bannwolf made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Garza seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. Frank Garza, Acting City Attoluey, nan'ated a brief video presentation outlining the 
details of the lawsuit. 

In response to a question by Mr. Marbut, Mr. John German, Director of Public Works, 
spoke to the background of the low-water crossing involved and plans for a bridge to be 
located there, noting that flooding problems OCCUlTed there again during the recent rains, 
despite the barricades across the low-water crossing. 

Mr. Marbut spoke to how expensive flooding has become to this area of the city, and 
spoke to the need for police officers to keep drivers out of the low-water crossing in this 
particular area. 
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Mter consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote : AYES: Flores, 
Guerrero, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: Salas, Prado. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86250 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS OF REFUNDS TOTALING $227,484.95 TO PERSONS 
MAKING A DOUBLE PAYMENT, OVERPAYMENT, OR AS A RESULT OF A 
VALUE CHANGE ON 35 TAX ACCOUNTS 

* * * * 
Mr. Flores made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Ms. Guerrero seconded 
the motion. 

Ms. Nora Chavez, Director of Finance, explained the tax refunds being proposed, 
including certain significant refunds, noting that some of the value changes are as a result 
of litigation. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Fred Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, questioned the lack of information on this matter. 

* * * * 

Mr. Garza noted that he had asked for an explanation of La Cantera's tax adjustments, to 
which Ms. Chavez spoke again to celiain significant changes in valuation. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: None 
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97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86251 

ACCEPTING THE BIDS OF VARIOUS COMPANIES TO PROVIDE THE CITY OF 
SAN ANTONIO WITH VARIOUS MATERIALS AND SERVICES ON AN ANNUAL 
CONTRACT BASIS FOR THE 1997-98 FISCAL YEAR FOR A TOTAL OF 
APPROXIMATELY $1,450,000.00. (COPIES OF BID PACKETS ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR REVIEW IN THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE). 

* * * * 

Ms. Guerrero made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Vasquez seconded 
the motion. 

Ms. Janie Cantu, Director of Purchasing & General Services, explained the annual 
contracts. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: Guerrero. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86252 

ACCEPTING THE HIGHEST AND BEST BID TOTALING $45,000.00 FOR THE 
SALE AND REMOVAL OF NINE (9) CITY-OWNED SURPLUS PERSONAL 
PROPERTY STRUCTURES, LOCATED ON FUNSTON PLACE; APPROVING THE 
SALE OF SAID STRUCTURES TO JESSICA MENDES; REJECTING TWO (2) 
OTHER BIDS; AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO RELEASE 
PERFORMANCE BID GUARANTEE TO AN UNSUCCESSFUL BIDDER. 

* * * * 

Mr. Bannwolf made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Menendez 
seconded the motion. 
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Mr. Roland Lozano, Director of Asset Management, narrated a video presentation 
explaining the background of the proposed sale of nine structures located on Funston 
Place. A copy of his presentation is made a part of the papers of this meeting. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, asked the City to move the houses in question to vacant 
land in order to provide affordable housing. 

Mr. Darnell Mason questioned the process followed in the sale of the structures, stating 
his belief that City staff wants to 'dump' the propeliies that he feels are historic by virtue 
of age. He asked that the time limit for the successful bidder to remove those nine 
buildings be enforced or the bid be awarded to the next-highest bidder. 

* * * * 

In response to a question by Mr. Bannwolf, Mr. Lozano noted that the bids specified no 
more than 60 days between the effective date of the ordinance to removal of the 
buildings. He also stated that no proof has been presented as to any historical 
significance of the structures involved. 

In response to a question by Mr. Salas, Mr. Lozano stated that he has no knowledge of 
Mr. Mason being told to work on 'Black projects', but if he was, he would take action 
against the individual who said that. 

Mter consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: None 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86253 

ACCEPTING THE LOW BID OF HENRY PEREZ CONTRACTING, INC., C/O 
METRO GRO, INC. TO PROVIDE THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT WITH LABOR AND EQUIPMENT TO LOAD AND TRANSPORT 
APPROXIMATELY 107,000 CUBIC YARDS OF CLAY SOIL FROM THE COVEL 
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GARDENS LANDFILL TO THE CLOSED WETMORE, WEST AVENUE AND 
PEARSALL ROAD LANDFILLS, FORA TOTAL OF $240,750.00. 

* * * * 

Mr. Flores made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Ms. Guerrero seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. John German, Director of Public Works, nalTated a video presentation explaining the 
move of clay soils from Covel Gardens landfill to three closed City landfills, noting that 
only clean soils are being used. He noted that this involves excess soils from Covel 
Gardens landfill, and estimated that such soils transfers would take place about once each 
year. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, spoke in favor of having a regional landfill in an area not 
already developed. 

* * * * 

Mr. Prado noted that he had met with City staff in order to allay fears expressed by 
neighborhood associations. 

In response to a question by Mr. Prado, Mr. Dan Cardenas, Assistant Director of Public 
Works, Solid Waste Division, stated that there are presently 11 landfills in the City of San 
Antonio. 

Mr. Prado spoke to the need to reclaim landfills for alternative uses. 

Mr. Alexander E. Briseno, City Manager, stated that the staff could look at this issue to 
determine possible costs for altelnative uses of closed landfills, and noted that some 
already are being re-used for such things as recreational uses, such as the Pearsall Road 
landfill. 

Mr. Vasquez expressed thanks to Waste Management for donating these free soils to the 
City from their Covel Gardens landfill. 
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Mter consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: Marbut. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86254 

ACCEPTING THE LOW, QUALIFIED BID OF YANTIS CORPORATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1,794,701.09 IN CONNECTION WITH THE WESTERN AVE. #74, 
PHASE III B & C PROJECT; AUTHORIZING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT; 
AUTHORIZING $128,960.00 FOR MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION 
CONTINGENCY EXPENSES; AUTHORIZING $24,000.00 TO ALAMO 
CONSULTING ENGINEERING & SURVEYING, INC. FOR ADDITIONAL 
ENGINEERING EXPENSES ASSOCIATED WITH SAID PROJECT; AUTHORIZING 
$800.00 FOR ADVERTISING EXPENSES; AND PROVIDING FOR 
PA YMENT.(AMENDS ORDINANCE NO. 80020 DATED APRIL 21,1994) 

* * * * 

Mr. Bannwolf made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Ms. Guerrero 
seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: Prado, Marbut. 

97-28 The City Clerk read a proposed ordinance amending the Traffic Control 
Devices Schedule established by Chapter 19 (Traffic Regulations), Article III (Traffic 
Control Devices), Section 19-68(b) to include certain additions to the official Traffic
Control Device Schedule for "Prohibited tum" signs; authorizing the permanent 
installation of said devices; declaring them as official traffic control devices of the City of 
San Antonio; and declaring violations of these traffic regulations to be misdemeanor 
crimes punishable by a fine of not more than $200.00; these changes pertain specifically 
to traffic control and operational changes on Bitters Road between U. S. 281 and Walker 
Ranch Road. 
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Mr. John German, Director of Public Works, narrated a brief video presentation on the 
proposed changes to traffic control and operations on Bitters Road, outlining each of 
those changes and the reasons for recommending them. 

The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Mr. Bill Dunn, City Council member, Hill CountIy Village, stated his feeling on these 
proposed changes will destroy the traffic on Bitters Road and halt all eastbound turns into 
Hill Country Village. He called the recommended changes 'irresponsible' and asked 
Council to reconsider the proposed changes. He also spoke in opposition to center curb
cuts in the area. 

* * * * 

In response to a question by Mayor Peak, Mr. Andy Ballard, Traffic Division, Public 
Works Department, spoke to the rationale for the recommendations including traffic 
counts and Police Depatiment data. He noted that some four intersections are involved. 

Mayor Peak stressed that this is a 'technical response', not a 'knee-jerk reaction' to 
actions taken by Hill CountIy Village relative to traffic on its own streets. 

In response to a question by Mr. Bannwolf, Mr. German stated that he would work with 
Hill Country Village on the effectiveness of these proposed changes, and would continue 
staff studies of those changes after they take place. 

Mr. Bannwolf and Mayor Peak asked City staff to study and monitor any changes of 
traffic flows or impact on the streets of Hidden Forest, to see if any 'cut-thru' traffic is 
increasing on those streets. 

Discussion then took place concerning the need to amend the proposed ordinance to 
reflect that these changes are to take place on Bitters Road between U. S. 281 and Bluff 
Manor, not Walker Ranch Road. 

Mr. Bannwolf then made an amendment to substitute "Bluff Manor Drive" for "Walker 
Ranch Road" in the ordinance. Mr. Vasquez seconded the motion. 

The amendment then prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Guerrero, Prado, 
Vasquez, Menendez, Marbut, Bannwolf, Peak. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Salas, Garza, 
Webster. 
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The main motion, as amended, canying with it the passage of the following Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, 
Marbut, Bannwolf, Peak. NAYS: Salas, Garza, Peak. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Salas, 
Garza, Webster. 

AN ORDINANCE 86255 

AMENDING THE TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SCHEDULES ESTABLISHED BY 
CHAPTER 19 (TRAFFIC REGULATIONS), ARTICLE III (TRAFFIC CONTROL 
DEVICES), SECTION 19-68(B) TO INCLUDE CERTAIN ADDITIONS TO THE 
OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICE SCHEDULE FOR "PROHIBITED TURN" 
SIGNS; AUTHORIZING THE PERMANENT INSTALLATION OF SAID DEVICES; 
DECLARING THEM AS OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES OF THE CITY 
OF SAN ANTONIO; AND DECLARING VIOLATIONS OF THESE TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS TO BE MISDEMEANOR CRIMES PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF 
NOT MORE THAN $200.00; THESE CHANGES PERTAIN SPECIFICALLY TO 
TRAFFIC CONTROL AND OPERATIONAL CHANGES ON BITTERS ROAD 
BETWEEN U.S. 281 AND WALKER RANCH ROAD. 

* * * * 

97-28 Ms. Yolanda Ledesma, Office of the City Clerk, explained that there are 11 
candidates for the six vacant positions available in the Planning Commission. 

In an ensuing series of votes, the City Council enacted the following: 

Mr. Robert Wandrisco and Ms. Theresa Giolma were reappointed for two-year tenns to 
expire July 31, 1999. 

Mr. Michael Lackey was appointed to replace Ms. Debra Guerrero for a tenn to expire 
July 31, 1999. 

Mr. Samuel Luna, Jr. was appointed to replace Mr. Jack Inselmann, with an effective 
appointment date of August 1, 1997, for a tenn of office to expire July 31, 1999. 

Ms. Yolanda Uresti was appointed to replace Mr. Ruben Ramos, who has resigned. She 
will serve a tenn of office to expire July 31, 1998. 
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Ms. Jane Gaitan was appointed to replace Mr. Ed Cross, with an effective appointment 
date of August 1, 1997, for a tenn of office to expire July 31, 1999. 

Mr. Webster made a motion to approve the above-stated appointments. Mr. Garza 
seconded the motion. 

The motion, carrying with it the passage of the following, ordinance, prevailed by the 
following vote: AYES: Salas, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, 
Webster, Peak. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Flores, Guerrero. 

AN ORDINANCE 86256 

APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 

* * * * 

97-28 Mr. Vasquez thanked the City Clerk for providing him with timely answers 
to questions he had asked relative to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory 
Committee, and stated his assurance that he is not opposing any individual for their 
service on this committee, but feels that each Council member should have an 
appointment. He cited a 1987 Council Resolution requesting II-member boards, 
commissions and committees to provide for district representaiton. He stated his 
contention that this will eliminate much of the lobbying and positioning for appointment. 
He noted that some changes can be made now to certain boards, commissions and 
committees, while others will have to wait for some future date. He stated that all board 
impact City policy and need to have equal district representation. 

City Clerk N Olma S. Rodriguez then read a proposed ordinance restructuring the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau to provide for representatives appointed from each 
Council district; as requested by Council members Rick Vasquez of District 5 and Mario 
Salas of District 2 (and providing that said Bureau shall hereby be restructured to provide 
for a representative from each Council District.) 

Mr. Salas made a motion to approve the proposed ordinance. Mr. Vasquez seconded the 
motion. 
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The following citizen( s) appeared to speak: 

Ms. Tina Mason, representing the San Antonio Tourism Council, provided Council 
members with a handout of materials and urged them to maintain the current 
configuration of the Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee. 

Ms. Lynda Billa Burke noted that this committee is critical to San Antonio and spoke 
against removing any of the hotel/motel representation. 

Mr. Siegfried Richter, representing the San Antonio Hotel Association, spoke to his 
group's concern with reducing the number of hotel representatives on the committee, and 
addressed their importance to the group. 

Mr. Donze Lopez, representing the Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, noted 
that the business community is concelned with the possible changes to this committee, 
and spoke in support for its CUITent makeup. 

Mr. Marco Ban'os, committee member, spoke in support for maintaining the current 
configuration. 

Mr. Harvey Heard, committee member, spoke against reduction of the impact of the 
convention and visitor industty on this committee, but spoke in support for district 
representation. 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jf., 140 Dora, spoke to letting the committee appointees do their jobs. 
He spoke to the need to have more infolmation on appointees, and in support for recent 
VIA Metropolitan Transit Authority board actions that he feels have benefited the system. 

* * * * 

Mf. Menendez offered an amendment to add four new members to the General 
Community category of the Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee in order 
to insure full district representation on that committee. Mr. Vasquez seconded the motion. 

Mr. Webster, Ms. Guerrero, Mr. Flores, Mr. Bannwolf and Mr, Salas thanked the 
convention and visitor industty for its work on behalf of the community and spoke in 
support for the compromise as represented in the amendment just presented. 
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Mayor Peak spoke to the differences between "at large" and "district" appointments to the 
City's boards, commissions and committees, and asked that the same provisions be 
applied to both categories of appointments. 

Mr. Menendez offered a second amendment to provide that the interview process 
involving district appointments to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee 
be observed. Mr. Flores seconded the motion. 

Mr. Bannwolf spoke in favor of utilizing the interview process for all appointments. 

After consideration, the second amendment prevailed by the following vote: AYES: 
Flores, Salas, Guel1"erO, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, 
Peak. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. 

The ftrst amendment then prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak. NAYS: 
None. ABSENT: None. 

Discussion then took place concelning how to view existing committee members up for 
reappointment or replacement. 

Mr. Bannwolf offered an amendment that a lottery system of drawing lots among City 
Council members be instituted to determine the four appointments involved. Ms. 
Guerrero seconded the motion. 

The amendment by Mr. Bannwolf then prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, 
Salas, Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak. 
NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. 

The main motion, as amended, canying with it the passage of the following Ordinance, 
prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, 
Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster. Peak. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 86257 

RESTRUCTURING THE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU TO PROVIDE 
REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED FROM EACH COUNCIL DISTRICT; AS 
REQUESTED BY COUNCILMEMBERS RICK VASQUEZ AND MARIO SALAS. 
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97-28 The City Clerk read a proposed ordinance restructuring the Market Square 
Commission to provide for representatives appointed from each Council District, as 
requested by Councilmembers Rick Vasquez of District 5 and Mario Salas of District 2. 

Mr. Flores noted that the suucture of the Market Square Commission was changed only a 
year ago, and he spoke in support for maintaining its current makeup. 

Mr. Flores then made a motion to deny the proposed ordinance. Ms. Guerrero seconded 
the motion. 

After consideration, the motion to deny the proposed ordinance prevailed by the 
following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, GuerTero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, 
Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. 

The proposed ordinance was denied. 

97-28 DISCUSSION ON FUTURE BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

Mr. Salas stated his desire to have full district representation on both the City Public 
Service and San Antonio Water System boards. 

Mr. Frank Garza, Acting City Attorney, explained the CPS board indentures and their 
impact upon the composition of that board, noting that the indentures involved were paid 
off in February of this year. He stated his opinion that the City Council now has the right 
to modify the CPS board, if it wishes. At the same time, Mr. Garza stated that the SAWS 
board still is governed by its outstanding bond indentures, and he will have more 
information for City Council on this matter next week. 

Mr. Salas made a motion to direct City staff to draw up a proposed ordinance to 
resuucture the City Public Service Board of uustees to reflect 11 City Council 
appointments, by disu·ict. Mr . Vasquez seconded the motion. 

Mayor Peak asked that the City Attorney investigate the impact of this issue. 

Discussion then took place concerning the pros and cons of changing the CPS board 
makeup, and the possible impact it might have on CPS bond ratings. 
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After consideration, the motion failed to carry by the following vote: AYES: Salas, 
Prado, Vasquez, Garza. NAYS: Flores, Guerrero, Menendez, Marbut, Bannwolf, 
Webster, Peak. ABSENT: None. 

Mr. Menendez then offered a motion asking City staff to prepare a report for City 
Council on the pros and cons, from its perspective, of restructuring of the City Public 
Service Board of Trustees to replace 11 Council District appointments. Mr. Salas 
seconded the motion. 

After discussion, the maker and seconder of the pending motion agreed to withdraw that 
motion from the floor. 

Mayor Peak stated that he would be willing to appoint a City Council ad hoc committee 
to take a look at this matter and bring it to City Council in a "B" Session. 

It was the consensus of City Council members present to accede to the Mayor's 
recommendations. 

97-28 The City Clerk read a proposed ordinance directing staff to issue a Request 
F or Proposals (RFP) for telecommunications services in conjunction with the expansion 
and renovation of the Reruy B. Gonzalez Convention Center; as requested by 
Councilman Roger Flores II, of District 1. 

Ms. Jelynne Burley, Director of the Convention Center Expansion Office, narrated a 
video presentation, a copy of which is made a pali of the papers of this meeting. 

Mr. James Senopoly, Principal of OTM engineering firm, a consultant to Kell Munoz 
Wigodski, provided an overview of the telecommunications activities and spoke to staff 
recommendations for the process to be followed with a presentation to City Council in 
August 1997 during a "B" Session. A copy of his narrated video presentation is made a 
part of the papers of this meeting. 

Mr. Flores spoke in support to the idea in order to save money and provide a revenue
stream to the City with a proposed public/private partnership in the telecommunications 
portion of the expansion and renovation process for the Convention Center. A copy of 
his written statement is made a pali of the papers of this meeting. 

Discussion took place concelning certain areas to be considered in this matter. 
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In response to a question by Mr. Garza, Ms. Burley spoke to the differences between the 
staff recommendation and Mr. Flores' proposal, basically dealing with ownership of the 
basic telecommunications infrastructure. 

Mr. Alexander E. Briseno, City Manager, noted that the overall goal is the same. He 
stated his desire for staff to make a presentation to City Council to compare the two 
possible tracks. 

Ms. Burley spoke to the need to consider what other cities are doing in this regard. 

Mr. Garza spoke in support for delaying action on this matter today in order to be certain 
of the pros and cons concelned. 

After discussion, Mr. Garza made an amendment to direct City staff to make a 
presentation to City Council in a future "B" Session on the two methods or options under 
consideration. Mr. Bannwolf seconded the substitute motion. 

Mr. Bannwolf spoke to the need for a fiber optic network that can be expanded to new 
vistas, for a 'smart-city' development. 

Discussion ensued concerning pursuit of a dual-track package for expansion. 

Ms. Burley expressed her belief that the City still will need a consultant to guide it 
through this process. 

During further discussion, the maker and seconder of the substitute motion agreed to 
accept the premise that this be approached in a two-step manner: negotiate tenus of a 
proposed contract with the consultant, and then bring back the RFP matter in a future 
"B" Session for direction. 
The substitute motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, Guerrero, 
Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; 
ABSENT: None. 

The main motion, as substituted, then prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, 
Salas, Guerrero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak. 
NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. 

97-28 
July 3, 1997 
lmr 

31 



97-28 TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION - Granted: 

Travel Authorization for Councilman Mario M. Salas of district 2, to F ort Worth, -
Texas, for the purpose of attending The National Black Caucus Of Local Elected 
Officials Conference, from June 27-28, 1997. 

* * * * 

97-28 DISCUSSION: REGIONAL CERTIFICATION AGENCY 
PROGRAM RELATED TO MINORITY AND WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES 

Mr. Webster stated his belief that this would be a good idea, and suggested the Council 
meet with the Small Business Committee to explore the idea. 

Mr. Clint Bolden, Director of Economic Development, provided a background on this 
proposed program. 

During discussion, Council members present informally agreed to take this matter to the 
Council's Small Business Committee for its review, and to explore state and federal 
legislative initiatives. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86258 

AUTHORIZING REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE DISTRICT 8 CONTINGENCY 
ACCOUNT FUND TO COUNCILMAN ROBERT G. MARBUT, JR., IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $4,400.00 FOR AN ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES CONTRACT 
WITH DEBORAH GRAY WARNER ($2,200.00 PER MONTH), AS REQUESTED BY 
COUNCILMAN ROBERT MARBUT, JR. 

* * * * 

Mr. Marbut made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Menendez seconded 
the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Salas, Guerrero, 
Prado, Menendez, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: None; ABSENT: Flores, 
Vasquez, Garza. 

97-28 The Clerk read the following Ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE 86259 

AUTHORIZING PCS PRIMECO., L.P., TO USE PUBLIC PROPERTY WITHIN O.P. 
SCHNABEL PARK, LOCATED IN DISTRICT 7, TO LOCATE AND OPERATE A 
WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS ANTENNAE, AND RELATED SHELTER 
AND APPURTENANCES; AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A 
STANDARD TOWER LEASE AGREEMENT, AS PASSED AND APPROVED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 83931, DATED APRIL 11,1996, FOR TWENTY (20) YEARS FOR 
A TOTAL CONSIDERATION OF $313,000.00 FOR SAID USE. 

* * * * 

Mr. Garza made a motion to approve the proposed Ordinance. Mr. Bannwolf seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. Oscar Serrano, Asset Management Depaliment, explained the proposal, noting that 
the Planning Commission has considered this and approved it. 

Mr. Garza noted that he had met with neighborhood associations near O.P. Schnabel Park 
on the use of the funds produced by this agreement for certain parks improvements. 

After consideration, the motion prevailed by the following vote: AYES: Flores, Salas, 
Guen·ero, Prado, Vasquez, Menendez, Garza, Marbut, Bannwolf, Webster, Peak; NAYS: 
None; ABSENT: None 
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97-28 CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

STANDARD & POOR'S COl\1PARISON OF TOP 10 U.S. CITIES 

Mr. Alexander E. Brisefio, City Manager, spoke to a recent article in Standard & Poor's 
Credit Week Municipal publication entitled "Vital Signs Improving for America's 10 
Largest Cities", a copy of which is made a pa11 of the papers of this meeting. 

Mr. Brisefio noted that only two of the top 10 largest U.S. cities have a higher bond rating 
than does San Antonio, and he spoke to other comparisons favoring San Antonio, noting 
that, overall, this is a good repo11 for San Antonio. 

Discussion took place concelning how to improve the City's bond ratings and how it 
compares to other major cities. 

97-28 DRAWING LOTS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS 

City Clerk Norma S. Rodriguez stated that Council at this time should draw lots to 
designate the telms of office for three of its appointees to the Planning Commission, 
accomplished earlier in this meeting. 

Council members then drew lots for the following individual appointees, and the terms 
selected for each: Mr. Uresti, one year~ Ms. Gaitan, two years~ and Mr. Lackey, two 
years. 

By voice vote, no Council member present dissenting, the Council approved the above
noted terms for individuals appointed to the Planning Commission earlier in this meeting. 

97-28 CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

MR. FRED REYNOLDS 

Mr. Reynolds, 1202 Waverly, spoke to his conceln with agenda changes at the last 
minute today, and also spoke to the fact that he is being sued as a member of the 

97-28 
July 3, 1997 
lmr 

34 



Homeless Coalition, addressing details of that matter. He then voiced his concern with 
the situation at Kelly Air Force Base and 

problems experienced by his church with getting its proposal in on time. He spoke to 
problems 
with getting space at Kelly Air Force Base, once the Air Force leaves. 

* * * * 

FARIS HODGE, JR. 

Mr. Faris Hodge, Jr., 140 Dora, spoke to the City Council about several issues of concern 
throughout the City which he feels need attention by the respective Council members. 

* * * * 

MR. JOSEPH ~1. MCCARTHY 

Mr. Joseph M. McCarthy, 500 N. Santa Rosa, apt. #723, spoke to the City Council on 
various suggestions relative to the shucture and format of City Council meetings. 

Councilman Salas and the Mayor thanked Mr. McCalthy for his suggestions and for his 
presentation before the City Council. 

* * * * 

MR. NAZARITE PEREZ 

Mr. N azarite Perez, 627 Healne, spoke to the City Council on various issues and thanked 
the Council for their new initiatives on the Boards and Commissions appointment 
process. He also spoke in opposition to the action taken by VIA relative to the 'l2 percent 
sales tax. 
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MR. JACK FINGER 

Mr. Jack Finger, P.O. Box 12048, took issue with the manner in which he was treated by 
City staff when he tried to sign up for the Citizens to be Heard segment of the City 
Council meeting. 

* * * * 

MS. ANNALISA PEACE 

Ms. Annalisa Peace, AQUA organization, presented a copy of permitted uses over the 
Aquifer with regard to zoning uses. She also spoke to the City Council being misled at 
last week's Council meeting by a member of the SAWS staff in response to a question 
asked by Councilman 
Salas on process and procedm'es for securing Celiificates of Occupancy for various 
business uses especially over the Edwards Aquifer. 

* * * * 

97 -31 There being no fUliher business to come before the Council, the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:47 P.M. 

Attest: ~~0.~~ 
NORMA S. RODRIGUEt,'C'MC/AAE 
City Clerk 
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MAYOR 


